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MARIE ANTOINETTE. 39

imparted an irresistible charm to all her conver-
sation.

So fair a being, and one who occupied so exalted
a station, could not fail of constantly meeting with
the poison of adulation; but it never sullied the
purity of her heart, at least, as far as Madame
Tussaud was enabled to judge, and she formed her
opinion from a thorough knowledge of the charac-
ter of Marie Antoinette, which she conceived she
had the best opportunity of acquiring, from having
so long lived under the same roof as her royal
mistress. That she was fond of pleasure, dress,
and admiration, there can be no doubt; and that to
the latter she might lend too willing an ear, is
possible; but that she ever was induced to be
guilty of any dereliction from morality, Madame
Tussaud regards as the foulest calumny.

The Queen was very partial to riding on horse-
back ; and, on such occasions used to wear a green
riding habit, splendidly embroidered with silver,
and a Spanish hat with feathers, presenting so
charming a picture, as she sat her horse with
graceful ease, that, had she been but a private
individual, she must have still rivetted the attention
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FHOM THE ORIGIMNAL OF SIR JOSHUA REYNOLDS, IN THE COLLECTION OF

HIS GRACE, THE DURKE OF BEDFORID
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THE EMPEROR JOSEPH. 125

attend them; accordingly, he accompanied Joseph
the Second, then Emperor of Germany, through-
out the Museum, explaining every interesting
circumstance connected with the different figures.
The emperor, appearing to be delighted with all
he saw, asked M. Curtius if he had anything
in hand at the time, expressing a wish to visit his
studio, to which, of course, assent was given;
but as he was conducting Joseph the Second
down stairs, his olfactory nerves were greeted
with a scent, to a German ever welcome, and
he lifted up his hands, and threw back his
head, exclaiming, with an expression of ex-
treme pleasure, “ Oh, mein Gott, there is sour
krout!” and as it was requisite, in order to pro-
ceed to the studio, to pass through the salle
a manger, no sooner was the door opened, dis-
covering the family of M. Curtius at dinner over
the tempting sour krout, than the emperor ex-
- claimed, “Oh, do let me partake!” when, instanter,
a napkin, plate, &c. was procured, and his Impe-
rial Majesty seated himself at the table, not
suffering an individual to rise from it, but joining
the group en famille, and ate, drank, talked,
laughed, and joked, with all possible affability
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PETION. 147

endowed with a most agreeable address, which
contributed much towards his attaining that
popularity he subsequently enjoyed. His na-
tural air was haughty, but he could soften his
features, at will, into an expression of affability ;
he paid a visit to England, it was supposed, to
forward some project for the Duke of Orleans.
He was the decided persecutor of the royal family,
and was actively instrumental in precipitating
their fate, availing himself of every opportunity
to urge the execution of the king. Petion and
Robespierre were said to be two fingers of one
hand ; but at last these fingers quarrelled, and
the stronger bore down the weaker. Petion had
less daring, cruelty, and decision in his character
than his rival, nor had he the ear of the populace
to the same degree as Robespierre. Shrinking,
therefore, from the threatening storm which ho-
vered over him, he made his escape, and was
outlawed by the terrorists, who were then the
ruling party. He was ultimately found in a field,
in the department of the Gironde, partly devoured
by beasts of prey, after having either died of
hunger, or from assassination. He commenced
his eareer in life as an advocate, at Chartres, and
L2






BOURBON APPETITES. 149

chequered by so many misfortunes, that she has
been, perhaps, an object of as much commiseration
as those who were hurried to another world from
scenes which must have ever kept their minds in
shuddering suspense.

When the carriage, with the royal family,
stopped at the Tuilleries, they alighted as speedily
as possible. A strong force of national guards
had been provided to protect the fugitives from
the outrages of the people; the queen alighted
last, and was supported by Messrs. De Nouilles
and D’Aiguillon, as she moved along, scarcely
able to sustain herself under the violence of
conflicting emotions.

Such was the fatal termination of that disastrous
journey; ill-advised, in the first instance, and
worse managed in the second: in fact, Madame
Tussaud states, that it was generally supposed
that, had not the king insisted upon stopping to
dine, he would not have been recognized, and
must certainly have escaped; the queen, and the
rest of the party, were for proceeding without
delay, but the Bourbons ever had good appetites,
and were generally disposed to indulge them.

Meantime, Monsieur Provence (Louis the



150 BOURBON APPETITES.

Eighteenth) was more fortunate than his brother,
and arrived safely with his wife at Brussels. Al-
though possessing a still higher reputation than
any of his family for his gastronomic powers, yet
it appears that he did not retard his journey by
stopping to display his prowess; but Madame
Tussaud states, that so ardently did he patronise
the larder or pantry, that he used frequently to
pay it private special visits, and stuff various good
things into his pockets, to eat whilst out riding,
or on such occasions, when he might be out of
the reach of such substantial restoratives; and
she remembers to have seen the gravy dropping
from his coat-skirts, as, most vexatiously, it
oozed through his pockets, owing to the proven-
der not having been wrapped up with suffi-
cient caution, and in paper strong enough to keep
the juice within its proper limits. KEven Madame
Elizabeth was by no means a sufferer from delicate
appetite, but, on the contrary, was rather Bourbon
in that respect, as, on the days of the grand cou-
vert, Madame Tussaud states, the princess would
always make a good meal before she sat down
to that at which she was to perform in public.
One of the first measures after the king’s return




THE KING'S DEFENCE. 151

was, for the national assembly to request from
him and the queen their motives for departure.
His reply is supposed to have been dictated by
Barnave, and contained much of reason and good
sense, representing the motives of the monarch
as so ultimately influenced by a proper feeling
and love for his country, and that it was his inten-
tion to have proceeded only as far as Montmédy.
From the small sum of three thousand louis, which
he took with him, he argued it could not be his
intention to have gone far, or permanently to leave
the country ; but that he wished to see the state of
the public mind, to ascertain whether or not the
frontier was sufficiently strengthened to resist the
threatening aspect assumed by foreign powers, and,
if possible, to prevent the menaced invasion: in
short, to show to all Europe, that what he had done
for promoting liberty in France emanated from
his free will, which would not be believed whilst
he remained in Paris. He also took with him
50,000 assignats, which would not pass beyond
France.

This declaration was received by the assembly
with calmness, and some gave him credit for sin-
cerity ; but all confidence appeared to be destroyed,



152 REPUBLICAN MANIFESTATIONS.

as, ever after, a strong guard was placed over the
king, queen, and dauphin, which guard was made
responsible for their safe custody. Thus situated,
the monarch could only consider himself as in
captivity, although in his own palace. The royal
family were restricted to walking in the Tuilleries
garden, and then only when they were not open
to the public, which was early in the morning.
The king, wishing to ascertain to what extent
he was a prisoner, proceeded to a door, when the
sentinel opposed his passing. “Do you know me?”
said Louis. * Yes, sire,” answered the sentinel.
The unfortunate monarch then found that he was,
indeed, deprived of even the semblance of liberty.
Very soon after the return of the king, a
republican spirit began to manifest itself, and
many persons were enabled to foresee the turn
which affairs were likely to take and it re-
quired but little penetration to perceive that the
monarchical party was in the decadence, without
the slightest probability of its regeneration.
Clubs of different shades and descriptions were
formed in various parts of Paris, and many peace-
able citizens entered them, without any wish to

hecome violent pﬂliti{:a;l partisa,nﬁ, but considering







154 THE CENT SUISSE.

medium of the public papers, whilst the clubs of
the Jacobins and Cordeliers, ever the most furious
and daring, echoed the yell of “ Down with the
monarchy !” at all their meetings.

At length Madame Tussaud began to feel
extremely uneasy at the very alarming symptoms
which were daily augmenting; the rising spirit
of the people, the insolent and ferocious tone
which they assumed, caused her to tremble for
the fate of all who still adhered to the unfortunate
monarch ; and, independent of her attachment to
the royal family, she had other reasons for dread-
ing the conflict, which every one could foresee
must soon occur, having three brothers and two
uncles in the Cent Suisse, which regiment was
constantly about the person of the king, and
responsible for his safety; they were composed
entirely of gentlemen, and were obliged to prove
their rank for a certain number of generations;
they were also required to be above six feet high;
and their devotion to the royal family was such,
that all who knew the temper of the corps, felt
certain that they would sacrifice themselves to
a man, rather than any personal outrage should
be inflicted upon their monarch, or his relations.




CHARACTER OF M. CURTIUS. 155

Madame Tussaud, therefore, was well aware, that
when the struggle did take place, it would be of
the most murderous character.

Meantime, M. Curtius, who knew exactly the
position of affairs, and was also a man of acute
penetration, was enabled to calculate that which
must be the fatal issue, whenever the trial of
strength between the two parties should be
brought to the dreaded ordeal, which he foresaw
was rapidly approaching. Therefore, for the sake
of self-preservation, for that of his family and his
property, he adhered, in appearance, to that side
which he knew must prevail; although he al-
ways declared to Madame Tussaud and her
mother, that he was at heart a royalist, but ob-
served, that if he proclaimed himself as such, it
would not serve the king a single iota, nor retard
for an instant the thunderbolt which now threat-
- ened him and his with annihilation, whilst, in
openly espousing his cause, or even in remaining
neuter, M. Curtius assured his family, that he
should only ensure their destruction, as soon as
the republican party obtained the ascendancy.

This was the explanation which Madame Tus-
saud received from her uncle, accounting for the













RIOT AT THE CHAMPS DE MARS. 159

officers, he was at length enabled to prevail upon
the mob to retire, whilst the national guards
followed them in their retreat, and imagined
that they had effected their dispersion. They re-
assembled, however, and a tremendous uproar en-
sued; but the assembly, in this instance, showing
much firmness, gave directions to the municipality
to restore order, and Bailly, repairing to the scene
of action, ordered the unfurling of the red flag, the
well-known summons for the factious to retire.
But the mob refusing to give ear to the language
of the law, it was the painful duty of Bailly, as
chief magistrate, to see its authority enforced; and
La Fayette having tried the effect of a few shots,
and found that they were of no avail, he was
reluctantly compelled to give general orders to
fire, and many of the rioters, as well as some of
their instigators, fell, the victims of their own
temerity. What the number actually was, cannot
now be ascertained; but it has been variously
stated, from thirty to a thousand. The king, the
majority of the assembly, and the municipal and
departmental authorities, aided by the national
guard, all combined for the purpose of restoring
order. By these energetic proceedings, the factious
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