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CLASS XXIV. ) ADIANTUM. 49

GENUS VII. ADIAN'TUM.—Lisx. Maiden-hair.

Gex. Caar. Sori oblong or roundish, covered by a portion of the
frond, reflexed, and a prolonged portion of its membranous
margin forming an indusium, opening interiorly.—Name adizrros,
that which is of & dry nature.

1. A. Capillus Veneris, Linn. (Fig. 1586.) True Maiden hair.
Fronds bi-pinnate; pinnules alternate, thin, oblong, wedge-shaped,
ineiso lobate, the ends pale, membranous, reflexed over the linear
S0Ti.

English Botany, t. 1564.—English Flora, vol. iv. p. 807.—Hooker,
British Flora, ed. 4. vol. i. p. 389.—Newman's British Ferns, p. 83.

Roots long, black, wiry, and fibrous. Rhizoma short, thick, black,
and sealy. Fronds from six to twelve inches high, erect, or mostly
drooping, irregularly oblong lanceolate, bi-pinnate, with alternate
black shining thread-like branches, bearing alternate pinnules, with
slender short footstalks, ovate, wedgeshaped or fan-shaped, more
or less deeply cut and lobed, but variable in size and form, sometimes
almost orbicular, with the margin entire or serrated, of a thin delicate
texture, and a bright cheerful green, some of the lobes of the pinnules
are often barren, while the others are fertile, mostly all are fertile, and
but rarely that all are barren, the barren ones are finely serrated on
the margin, the fertile ones are reflesed, and the thin membranous
margin prolonged into an indusium, which covers over the confluent
linear sori, these are at first in circular masses at the apex of the
veins, but they soon become connected, and form a continuous line,
the veins are numerous, slender, branched, arising from the footstalk,
but without there being any one more prominently large than the
others, repeatedly divided, and terminating in the teeth on the margin
or sori under the indusium. ZITheeez very small, globose, encircled
with a beautiful beaded reddish elastic ring. Sporules minute,
smooth, ovate. Rachis deep purplish brown or black, quite smooth
and shining, brittle, often having more than the lower half naked.

Habitat.—Moist rocks, caves, and walls near the sea; rare. Car
dew, St. Ive's, and Carrick Gladden, Cornwall; Ilfracombe, Water-
mouth, and near Binham, Devonshire; rocks at Dunraven, Port
King, and Barry Island, Glamorganshire ; Glen Meay, Isle of Man ;
South Isles of Arran; Cahir Couree Mountain, near Tralee, and the
Banks of Lough Bulard, near Urrisbeg, Ireland.

Perennial ; in perfection in J uly.
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CLASS XXIV.] FTERIS, 53
wigul, & plume or feather ; in allusion to the elegant plumed
appearance of some of the species.

P. aquili'na, Linn. (Fig. 1588.) Common Brakes. Fronds
triangular, tri-partite; branches bi-pinnate; pinnules cleft to the
mid rib; the lobes oblong, obtuse, entire ; the margin reflexed.

English Botany, t. 1679.—English Flora, vol. iv. p. 305.—Hooker,
British Flora, ed. 4. vol. i, p. 380.—Newman's British Ferns, p. 99.
Hoets fibrous, brown, and tomentose. Rhizoma dark brown or
black, more or less clothed with soft velvety pubescence, and exten-
sively creeping both in an horizontal and perpendicular direction,
often forming matted masses beneath the soil. Fronds erect, from
one to ten feet high ; when grown in an open situation it is in form a
nearly equilateral triangle, but when grown in a moist and shady
place it becomes more elongated. The young fronds are extremely
brittle, and push themselves out of the soil, doubled down with the
leafy portion pressed next the stem, as seen in our plate, and gra-
dually rise and expand themselves as there shown, The stem, from
its attachment to the rhizoma to its first division of the frond, is
about half its whole length; it is dark brown, and pilouslike. The
rhizoma at the base, and a little above its insertion, is swollen : if
transverse sections of the stem are made, it will be seen that the dark
cellular and fibrous masses represent figures which resemble an
“Oak Tree,” or, as some say, a “ Spread Eagle;” hence it has its
specific name of Agquilina. We have carefully represented sections
made in different parts of the stem. Fig. @ is the upper, b the
& b 5 radical, ¢ and d different parts
g of the swollen portion. The
@ @ @ (aYill| rest of the stem is a smooth
== yellowish green, obtusely an-
gular, sometimes scattered over with brownish scales. The frond
is repeatedly three branched, a smooth dark green above, paler be-
neath, and hairy, especially along the midribs. The pinne are
lanceolate pinnate, the pinnules pinnatifid. Fig. ¢, given in page
55, is here drawn the natural size, the lobes are oblong, obtuse, entire,
waved or lobed, as in fig. f, page 54, or the whole of the lobes

curled and waved, as in fig. g, page 54, giving it crisped appear-

ance; each lobe has a prominent waved mid-rib, with alternate
lateral veins, each of which is twice branched in a dichotomose
manner, and terminates in the margin, from whence arise the thece
(fig. h, page 65), which are drawn larger than natural, to show the
veing and the margin, folded over in the form of a thin transpa
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