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DISTINGUISHED ANGLERS. T

pursuit even with his left hand. Dr. Paley
was ardently attached to this amusement; so
much so, that when the Bishop of Durham in-
quired of him, when one of his most important
works would be finished, he said, with great
simplicity and good humour, “My Lord, I shall
work steadily at it when the fly fishing season
1s over, as if this were a business of his life.
And I am rather reserved in introducing living
characters, or I could give a list of the highest
names of Britain, belonging to modern times, in
science, letters, arts, and arms, who are orna-
ments of this fraternity, to use the expressionbor-
rowed from the freemasonry of our forefathers.

Prys.—I do not find much difficulty in
understanding why warriors, and even states-
men, fishers of men, many of whom I have
known particularly fond of hunting and shoot-
ing, should likewise be attached to angling;
but I own, I am at a loss to find reasons for a
love of this pursuit amongst philosophers and
poets.

HarL.—The search after food is an instinct
belonging to our nature; and from the savage
in his rudest and most primitive state, who












FISH POSSESSED OF LITTLE SENSIBILITY. 11

is wanted for food, or returns him into the
water.

Prys.—But do you think nothing of the
torture of the hook, and the fear of capture,
and the misery of strugg]mg against the power-
ful rod?

Har.—I have already admitted the danger
of analysing, too closely, the moral character
of any of our field sports; yet I think it can-
not be doubted that the nervous system of
fish, and cold-blooded animals in general, is
less sensitive than that of warm-blooded ani-
mals. The hook usually is fixed in the car-
tilaginous part of the mouth, where there are
no nerves; and a proof that the sufferings of
a hooked fish cannot be great is found in the
circumstance, that though a trout has been
hooked and played for some minutes, he will
often, after his escape with the artificial fly in
his mouth, take the natural fly, and feed as
if nothing had happened; having apparently
learnt only from the experiment, that the arti-
ficial fly is not proper food. And I have
caught pikes with four or five hooks in their
mouths, and tackle which they had broken

















































































30 SALMONIA.

TROUT FROM THE COLNE.

a fish of 17 inches by 9 inches, and weighed
2lbs. ;—this is my standard solid. We will
try him. Ho! Mrs. B.!—bring your scales,
and weigh this fish. There, you see, he
weighs 5lbs. 104 oz.

Prys.—Well, I am pleased to see this fish,
and amused with your sport; but though I
have been imitating you in throwing the fly, as
well as 1 can, yet not a trout has taken notice
of my fly, and they seem scared by my ap-
pearance.

Havr.—Let me see you perform. There
are two good trout-taking flies opposite that
















SPOTS ON TROUT., 41

most singular way,—their colour being like
that of the tortoise: the nature of the water,
exposure to the light, and probably the kind
of food, produce these effects. I think it pos-
sible, when trout feed much on hard sub-
stances, such as larvee and their cases, and
the ova of other fish, they have more fed spots,
and redder fins. This is the case with the
gillaroo and the char, who feed on analogous
substances: and the trout, that have similar
habits, might be expected to resemble them.
When trout feed most on small fish, as min-
nows, and on flies, they have more tendency
to become spotted with small black spots, and


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































HEREDITARY INSTINCT. 259

refused the artificial fly, though they greedily
took the natural fly. '

Prays.—These fish, then, have the same
habits as our English salmons and trouts?

Har.—The principle to which I have re-
ferred in two former conversations must be
general, though it has seemed to me, that they
lost this memory sooner than the fish of our
English rivers, where fly fishing is common.
This, however, may be fancy, yet I have re-
ferred it to a kind of hereditary disposition,
which has been formed and transmitted from
their progenitors.

Puys.—However strange it may appear, I
can believe this. When the early voyagers
discovered new islands, the birds upon them
were quite tame, and easily killed by sticks
and stones, being fearless of man; but they
soon learned to know their enemy, and this
newly acquired sagacity was possessed by their
offspring, who had never seen a man. Wild
and domesticated ducks are, in fact, from the
same original type: it is only necessary to
compare them, when hatched together under
a hen, to be convinced of the principle of the
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SALMO HUCHO. 263

HarL.—I am surprised to hear a salmon
fisher talk so: yet he is too large to take a
fly, and must be trolled for. We must spin
a bleak for him, or small fish, as we do for
the trout of the Thames or the salmon of the
Tay. Ornither, you understand the arrange-
ment of this kind of tackle—look out in my
book the strongest set of spinning hooks you
can find, and supply them with a bleak; and
whilst I am changing the reel, I will give you
all the information (which, I am sorry to say,
is not much) that I have been able to collect
respecting this fish from my own observation
or the experience of others. The hucho is the
most predatory fish of the salmo genus, and
1s made like an ill-fed trout, but longer and
thicker. He has larger teeth, more spines in
. the pectoral fin, a thicker skin, a silvery belly,
and dark spots only on the back and sides—
I have never seen any on the fins. The ratio
of his length to his girth is as 8 to 18, or, in
well fed fish, as 9 to 20; and a fish, 18 inches
long by 8 in girth, weighed 16,215 grains.
Another, 2 feet long, 11 inches in girth, and
3 inches thick, weighed 41bs. 2L0z. Another,
























SALMO HUCHO. 271

nected with the Danube, and is never found in
rivers of the same districts connected with the
Rhine, Elbe, or which empty themselves irto
the Mediterranean ; though trout are common
in all these streams, and salmon and sea trout
in those connected with the ocean. Accord-
ing to the descriptions of Pallas, it occurs in
the rivers of Siberia, and probably exists in
those that run into the Caspian; and it is re-
markable, that it is not found where the eel is
usual—at least this applies to all the tributary
streams of the Danube, and, it is said, to the
rivers of Siberia. Wherever I have seen it,
there have been always coarse fish—as chub,
white fish, bleak, &ec., and rivers containing
such fish are its natural haunts, for it requires
abundance of food, and serves to convert these
indifferent poor fish into a better kind of
nourishment for man. We will now examine
the interior of these fish. You see the stomach
is larger than that of a trout, and the stomachs
of both are full of small fish. In the larger
one there is a chub, a grayling, a bleak, and two
or three small carp. The skin you see is thick;
the scales are smaller than those of a trout; it
































































































. UMBLA. 308

spots, surrounded by the bright olive shade of
the sides and back: the dorsal fin in the char
has 11 spines, the pectoral 14, the ventral 9,
the anal 10, and the caudal 20. I have fished
for them in many lakes, without success, both
in England and Scotland, and also amongst
the Alps; and I am told the only sure way of
taking them is by sinking a line with a bullet,
and a hook having a live minnow attached
to it, in the deep water which they usually
haunt; and in this way, likewise, I have no
doubt the umbla, or ombre chevalier, might
be taken.

UMBLA.
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