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PREFACE.

Mepicar knowledge is of all kinds the most fugacious and difficult to be fixed.
The immense multiplicity of facts which crowd the memory of the experienced prac-
titioner, defies the most retentive powers. [t has been correctly observed, that a
Physician never makes use of more than ten years’ experience, and beyond that, forgets
as much as he learns. A common place book supplies in a considerable degree this
defect so universally felt and complained of. Every medical man, whether pupil or
practitioner, is constantly meeting with some fact or observation, which it would be of
use to him hereafter to recur to, and yet it would be in vain to trust the recollection of
it to his memory alone. This is peculiarly true of successful extemporaneous prescrip-
tions, and of curious cases and unexpected recoveries, and facts disclosed by the
examination of morbid parts after death.

The following work is intended to furnish a convenient depository of this fleeting
and ephemeral knowledge ; and it is hoped that it will be made useful, not only to
practitioners themselves, but likewise to the public, by enabling any one to communi-
cate the results of his experience with comparatively little trouble. A large list of the
most important terms occurring in general practice, is alphabetically arranged, and
convenient space is left for the addition of new terms. In order not to swell this list,
the terms used in Chemistry have been left out, as their number would requive a
common place book by itself.

The mode of using a common place book upon this plan, is commonly known.
Suppose a case of cutaneous disease, which has long baffled the attempts to cure it,
suddenly yields to a new and fortunate prescription. These facts are recorded, and
the number of the page in which the record is placed, is put against the words “ cuta-
neous diseases.” The same number may likewise, without the least confusion, be
placed against several other words, as  skin,” ¢ preseription,” ¢ cure.” In this way
every thing which is recorded may be found without trouble.

Ocroser 1, 1829.
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