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No. XIII.

KHIDMUTGAR.

IT may appear strange to a European to
hear of a servant standing behind your
chair at meals, and continually waving a
cow’s tail round your head, and over the
viands you are eating : it is however the
case, that but for the services of this do-
'mestic, in keeping off the swarms of flies
and numerous other insects which infest
all hot climates, they would in a very
short time cover every dish and glass on
the table. In the summer months indeed
they are so troublesome, that covers for
the glasses are indispensably necessary.
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No. X1V,

BARBURDAR.

Tue barburdar, or surdar, corrupted into
bearer, is the principal servant in every
establishment, and when faithful, a most
valuable domestic. He keeps the keys,
and in fact has charge of every thing in
the house. When a sum of money is
counted over to him, the greatest reliance
may be placed upon his honesty and care-
ful disbursement, and he keeps a written
account of the most trifling expenditure.
Upon each rupee he lays out for his master
he is entitled to an ana (about the sixteenth
part), which he takes care to stop fror:
c 2












No. XV.

HOQQU-BURDAR.

Turs servant’s business is exclusively to attend
upon his master with the hoqqu, and to pre-
pare the tobacco for it. After breakfast and
dinner, the hogqu-burdar is in waiting to sup-
ply fresh chillums, as they may be required for
the indulgence of this luxury of the East. The
tobacco undergoes considerable preparation
prior to its being used: it is formed into a
paste, and mixed with several odoriferous
drugs. In this state it is put into the chillum,
and two or three fire-balls, prepared with pow-
dered charcoal, are then placed overit, and
covered with a massive and richly-chased sil-
ver surposh, or cover. The chillum is con-
nected with a large bell-shaped glass or metal
vessel, filled with water (sometimes perfumed)
by a tube or pipe about two feet in length,
which descends nearly to the bottom of the
water. In this vessel is inserted an elastic

tube, about fourteen feet long, called the snake,
























No. XVII.

CHOUKEE-DAR,

OR WATCHMAN.

Taere are establishments of government
peons, or police foot-soldiers, in every
district; they are distinguished by their
belt-plates, the belts being often of red,
blue, or yellow cloth, embroidered. There
is probably not any city in which there is
a more efficient police than Calcutta; but,
independently of these public establish-
ments, choukee-dars are usually kept by
individuals for the protection of their pro-
perty. In a country where the heat
obliges the inhabitants to keep their doors
cd
























No. XIX.

HURKARTU,

OR SUNTOQO-BURDAR.

T

A gentleman of consequence will scarcely
go abroad in his palanquin without two
suntoo-burdars running in front. There is
no country in the world, perhaps, where the
love of show is carried to such excess;
or where a man’s consequence is esti-
mated by the number of his attendants
and the splendour of their liveries so
much as in India. Yet these servants
cannot be said to be retained entirely for
show : they are of great use in clearing

the way for the palanquin through a
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Surcar, or Agent.
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No. XXI,

A SURCAR.

Tue surcars are brokers, agents, and
clerks, in all the public offices in Cal-
cutta. Most of them write and speak
English fluently. They are a useful class
of people, but require to be well looked
after, as much reliance cannot be placed
on their honesty. On the arrival of a
European, he is immediately waited on by
one or more of the surcars, producing
written testimonials of character, and
readily offering their services to procure
him suitable furniture, servants, &c. which
they will accomplish in a few hours. The












No. XXII.

CH'HATA-WALA.

TuE ch’hata-wala is a man employed to
carry an umbrella, to protect you from the
rays of the sun. Nothing can be more
imprudent than going out in India with-
out this precaution. In fact, none but a
new comer woulci think of such a thing ;
and many young men just arrived from
England annually fall sacrifices to this un-
guarded practice. On all occasions it is
necessary to be provided with a chhata,
or umbrella ; and while in your palanquin
it is usual for one of the bearers to carry
one, both to shield the top of the vehicle












No. XXIIIL

BARBURDAR,

OR BEARER.

TueE punk-ha, or fan, represented in the
plate, is the leaf of the palmyra. It is
dried in the sun, the ends being trimmed
off. The leaf is painted, and drawn down
sideways to the stem, and the edges are
bound with some of the fibres. The bar-
burdar stands beside your chair, and moves
the fan backwards and forwards, creating a
most refreshing air. In a climate where the
thermometer ranges from 90° to 120° it
would be almost impossible for a Euro-

pean to exist without some contrivance of
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No. XXIV.

DAEE,

OR AYAH.

Mosrt of the ayahs, or nurses, are half-
caste, and consequently free from the
prejudices of their country respecting
castes : for this reason they obtain a de-
cided preference, and are employed as
nurses in European families. They are
extremely attentive and kind to the chil-
dren entrusted to their care, and generally
become very much attached to them.
The greatest reliance may be placed on
their fidelity ; and numbers go annually to

Europe in charge of children sent from
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No. XXV.

GIRL

SIRINGING FLOWERS.

AmonG the different modes of cele-
brating the festival days so scrupulously
observed by the natives, the use of flowers
holds a very conspicuous place. The fe-
male in the plate is represented as busily
employed in preparing wreaths for that
purpose, which are hung up in festoons
over the doors and windows of the houses
on all such occasions. These wreaths are
chiefly composed of crimson and yellow
flowers, of which however the former are
greatly preferred; but the Hindoos are

D
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No. XXVIL

GARDENER.

Tue public market in Calcutta is abun-
dantly supplied with fruit and vegetables,
but in flavour very inferior to those which
are to be met with at the tables of gen-
tlemen who have gardens of their own.
"Europeans living in the neighbourhood of
Calcutta generally possess this luxury.
During the months of December, January,
and February, all the European vegetables
are in the greatest perfection in Bengal;
but the rest of the year the heat is too
great for the cultivation of them, and the

table is limited to the indigenous pro-
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No, XXVIII.

NATIVE OF BENGAL

SELLING SWEETMEATS.

Rick, fruits, vegetables, coarse confec-
tionary, as well as muslins, toys, books, &c.
are sold in the strects of Calcutta in the
manner here represented by pedlars, who
go about displaying their goods, and
tempting you by every little artifice to lay
out a few anas. The dealer in the engrav-
ing holds a feather of the gigantic crane,
or adjutant, to drive away the flies. This
singular species of bird, which is delineated
in the plate, abounds in Calcutta and its
neighbourhood. They are the scavengers
of the city, destroying serpents, rats, and
vermin of every description, besides de-

vouring bones and offal. They walk about



56 NATIVE OF BENGAL.

the squares and roads, and on the tops of
the houses and trees, quite tame and un-
disturbed, a penalty of fifty rupees being
imposed for killing one. In shape they
resemble a heron, but are much larger,
being nearly five feet high ; the body and
wings are of a dark slate colour, except the
belly, which is a dirty white. The legs
are very long and slender, the head and
neck bare with a few black hairs, the bill
very large, the eyes small, of a light blue
colour. But the greatest peculiarity is the
bag, or pouch, which hangs below the
throat : in some individuals it is upwards
of a foot in length,‘ of an orange colour,
and thinly covered like the head with
hair. They pay annual visits to Calcutta,
and arrive in vast numbers about March.
Early in October they take their departure,
leaving behind such only as from infirmity

or accident are unable to fly far.
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No. XXXI.

BANGY-WALA.

TuE usual manner of travelling in India,
when speed is an object, is by dauk, or
post. When this mode is adepted it is ne-
cessary to provide two pair of pattara
baskets, or small square trunks; these will
contain sufficient changes for a long
journey. They are covered with leather or
canvass, painted, and suspended by cords
from a piece of split bamboo, which is
borne on the shoulders of the bangy-wala.
On the top of the trunk is carried the chil-
umchee and stand. This is a large brass

basin, kept highly polished, and used for












No. XXXII.

A RYOT.

Tue ryots, who are of the soodra caste,
wear very small cloths round their loins,
and sometimes turbands of coarse cotton.
They are the lowest of the caste, which
comprises all labourers, artizans, and
manufacturers. The ryots are cultivators
of the soil, and are generally Hindoos."
Their plough is in the form of an anchor
the stock of which serves for the beam;
one of the arms, covered with iron, forms
the share ; the other, held by the plough-
man, gives the proper direction for open-

ing the ground. With this simple contri-
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No. XXXIII.
SIPAHEE, OR SEPOY.

Tur dress of the Bengal sipahee consists
of a white cotton jacket and trowsers,
with a blue cotton belt round the waist.
The jacket is made without a collar, or
sometimes with a very low one; and in-
stead of a stock, four rows of kouree shells
are worn round the neck. The cap is
without a peak, higher at one side than
the other, and bound with a broad band of
brass. In winter, the red jacket and grey
trowsers are substituted. Where the
Hindoos are so attached to their own pe-
culiar costume, it is surprising to see the
sipahee wear a uniform so much in
the European fashion. Their strong aver-
sion to change may be known from the
fact of the mutiny at Vellore in 1806 hav-

ing originated in an attempt on our part



66 SIPAHEE,

to change the dress. The Hindoo soldiers,
however, still continue to wear the kupra
round their loins under their trowsers.

The sipahees in general are fine look-
ing men, and remarkably well made from
the waist upwards. They are composed
of Moosulmauns and Hindoos ; numbers
of the latter being of very high caste, and
even brahmins may be found amongst
them.

The native officers are confined to a
certain rank* only, which is always under
the junior ensign ; an arrangement which
has frequently led to discontent, the nature

of which it is unnecessary to.enter into

here.

* ¢ The highest rank which a native can attain is
that of subadar, to which he rises from the ranks
through the grades of naik, bavildar, and jemidar;
but a subadar is subordinate to an ensign, placed in
the same company with him.” — Sketches of India.
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No. XXXVI.

A NATIVE OF RANK

ON AN ELEPHANT.

ELeErHANTS are used for riding on, or as
beasts of burden, but rarely for draught.
On state occasions they are richly deco-
rated with silken drapery, trimmed with
gold lace, and gilt rings on their tusks. The
howdahs are of various kinds, some hav-
ing canopies; others, particularly those
used by Europeans, being constructed
like an arm-chair, large enough for two
persons to sitin with ease. A ladder to assist
in ascending and descending is slung at one
side. The muhawuut, or driver, sits on the

neck, and with a short iron hook guides
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No. XXXVII.

A MOONSHEE.

L]

AmonesT the Hindoos, as well as the
Moosulmauns, are to be found very learned
men, called by the former pundits, by the
latter moonshees. To strangers, these are a
very useful and necessary class of the na-
tives. They are very good linguists,‘
translate with considerable facility and
quickness, and on many occasions are
hardly to be dispensed with. - They are
retained in some European families as in-
terpreters; for it frequently happens, that
amongst a large establishment of servants,
not one understands a single word of Eng-
E
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No. XXXVIIL

A MOOSULMAUN,

Tue Hindoos and the Moosulmauns may
very easily be distinguished from each
other by the make of their dress. The
former invariably wears his vest open at
the left breast, and generally confines him-
self to simple white muslin; while the
cgarment of the latter is always open on
the right side, and he is much attached to
gaudy colours. The Cashmere shawl is
an important article of dress amongst the
higher classes of Moosulmauns. Shawls
are generally worn in pairs, one wrapped
round the head for a turband, and the
E 2



76 A MOOSULMAUN.

other used as a sash. These are sometimes
so much prized for their great value and
beauty as to be handed down from father
to son. The slippers are made of cloth
or leather, richly embroidered, and turned
up at the toes with a different colour; and
these are always laid aside on entering
the principal apartments. Amongst the na-
tives it is considered highly disrespectful
to come into the presence of a superior
with slippers on, or the head uncovered.

When the cloth dress is worn, as repre-
sented in the plate, they always wear a
thin muslin vest underneath.

The greatest insult that can be offered
to an Indian is to strike him with a slip-
per, or to speak disrespectfully of his mnthef,
wife, sister, or daughter. This is a very
common mode of offence amongst them-

selves.






W9

A Brahpnin .

Fup v Abermaann Lorlorn, S88F



No. XXXIX.

A BRAHMIN.

Or the four principal castes, the brahmins
are the first; they alone are privileged to
officiate as priests, and permitted to read
the sacred books of the Hindoos. The
knowledge and the office of teaching the
worship of their many gods are exclusively
confined to this voluptuous and oppressive
class, who strive to live upon the industry
of the other castes. Though all the others
are strictly forbidden to go one step be-
yond that arbitrary custom, which pre-
scribes to them their trade or occupation

in life; yet the brahmin may engage in
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No. XL.

FUQEER, |

OR BEGGING FRIAR.

LT is surprising to observe the means to
which these fanatics will have recourse to
extort charity or excite veneration in the
beholders ; and one would imagine, that
the disgusting exhibitions they sometimes
make, would be more likely to create ab-
horrence than any other feeling. One of
these wretches at the fair of Hurdwar was
seen gnawing a human skull, which he
had recently plundered from a grave.
Some of them wander about the country,

and upon the high roads, without any
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No. XLIL.

FUQEER.

Axorser mode of exciting compassion,
or gaining favour with the deities, is fol-
lowed by this man: he tortures his body
by pricking his flesh with large brass
forks, while at the same time two long
sharp needles are run through the fleshy
part of his arm. This, however, is very
mild discipline, compared to what many
of them inflict upon themselves. What,
for instance, can be more horrible or dis-
gusting than the sight of a fuqeer with
his feet suspended from a tree, and his

head downwards, with a fire immediately
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86 A BIRMAN.

In their physiognomy they bear a very
strong resemblance to the Chinese; the
broad flat face, long narrow eyes placed
far asunder, and tawny yél]nw com-
plexion, all betray evident traces of their
origin. The Birmans are exempt from
the yoke of Hindoo castes, and pay no re-
gard to the innumerable deities of their
neighbours ; yet there is a close connection
between the two forms of superstition.
The Mughs, or natives of the Arracan dis-
trict, tattoo only one thigh, whereas the
Birmans tattoo both up to the loins; and
so close are the lines of this disfiguring
operation traced, that at a little distance
the skin appears as if painted a slate co-
lour ; they also, both Mughs and Birmans,
bore a large hole through their ears, in
which they occasionally stick their che-

roots, or segars.
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