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ANOTHER AHMIDPORE. 81

way; route through tall jahoo jungle. Met 400
grain camels returning empty from Shikarpore.
The village of Nowshera contains about a thousand
inhabitants. Explored the old mud fort, and
found in the gateway two men in the stocks—
asked them the cause of their being in confine-
ment, when they promptly replied, in a careless,
good-humoured tone, that it was merely a quarrel
about land, and the boundary of their property.
The guard, however, deprived them of this flou-
rish, by declaring that they were confined for
theft | Every thing in a sad state of dilapidation ;
the children of the place, however, were playing
about with great glee, and some of them riding on
planks see-saw fashion, as the youngsters do in
England.

Feb. 23.—Marched to Kattie-ka-bustee, four-
teen miles ; road good, but through jahoo jungle,
and over sand-hills, peculiar to the margin of the
desert. Information received in camp, that a de-
tachment from the army at Shikarpore was under
orders to proceed in advance on the 1st March, in
consequence of the commissariat officer at Bhaug
reporting the necessity of a force to insist on the
native authorities there, under the rule of Mehrab
Khan, of Kelat, producing supplies of grain ;—
the Shah, with his troops, to move on the 5th,
and the army a few days afterwards.

Feb. 24.—From Kattie-ka-bustee to Sarwahi,
ten miles and a half. About three miles and a half
on the road is another Ahmidpore, a walled and for-
tified town ; the wall on the road-side is nearly all
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THE KILLADAR OF SUBZELKOTE. 85

Meer Roostum Khan is the Khyrpore Ameer, to
whom we were indebted for the temporary cession
of Bhukker during our operations, his flag and
that of the English flying in the fort in amity at
the same time. The Killadar’s reply was doubt-
less a mere subterfuge. It is more probable, that
his own master, one of the refractory Ameers,
who had been forced .to terms, was anxious to
discover our further policy, and with that view
had the dawk plundered. Common robbers seek
for other booty. He promised, however, to do
his utmost to discover what was lost. He had
on a pale green silk embroidered jacket, a white
loose robe thrown over his shoulders, with wide
blue trowsers, a red Belooch cap, and was
mounted on a scraggy white nag.

- In the evening, we visited the town, ciceronied
by one of the Killadar’s men. Its population is
between 4,000 and 5,000. The two bazaar streets,
which cross each other at right angles, were
crowded with people; a small part is covered in,
but in a straggling, insufficient way. The whole
place is like a dirty stable, asses, tattoos, and
men, all accommodated together. Every hut is
half-full of dried grass. They keep their grain
in perpendicular mud cylinders, with a hole at
the lower part to let it out as wanted. For other
household matters, they have a similar receptacle,
about six feet high, but with a small door and
lock in front. Saw hemp and the white poppy
growing under the walls of the fort; from the
latter they make their opium, and an intoxicating






























































































































































































































































































































SUFFERINGS OF THE TROOPS. 191

and all round are dotted over with thousands of
our camels grazing. In the distance are several
fort-like villages, each with a tope of mulberry
trees, and the river, glittering in the sun, is seen
winding its serpentine way through the fields of
corn yet uncut, which vary the prospect with
bright tints of green and yellow. A Ghilzie chief
came in yesterday, and joined the Shah, a man of
considerable influence. He, with all the others,
had been proclaimed a rebel by the Shah, and he
would have submitted sooner, he said, but was
afraid of punishment. He was, however, well
received.

July 10.—The 1st Brigade proceeded in ad-
vance this morning. In future, it is said, our
marches are not to exceed ten miles, which will
be a great relief to the troops, as it will not then
be necessary to start much before daylight, and
thus the night’s rest will be less broken. The
European soldiers have suffered greatly of late,
both Queen’s and Company’s, and shorter marches
may enable them to recover their strength, espe-
cially as the climate is improving, as we proceed
to a higher latitude and a loftier region. The
native troops have also suffered, but in a much
less degree. A man, who arrived from Mukoor
last night, reports that Dost Mahomed had moved
one march out of Caubul to meet us, and that his
son, Gholam Hyder Khan, had also moved one
march on this side of Ghizni, each with five or
six thousand men; also that Dost Mahomed had
tried to get up a religious war in the name of






























































































































































































































PURSUIT OF A ROBBER. 265

waiting for the appearance of some straggler. In
a few minutes, we saw him emerge from the ra-
vine on the opposite side, and walk leisurely on,
but looking back repeatedly, in evident appre-
hension of being followed.

A party of the Poonah horse happened to be
near me, and, shortly, six suwars were mounted
to overtake him and bring him into camp. The
deep ravine with abrupt sides, however, was a
great impediment to their progress, and the vil-
lain had got almost to the foot of the steep moun-
tain, on the east side of the valley, his only re-
source, before they could cross it. The wretch did
not appear to be of the lowest order, for he had on
a clean white chupkun, and a large blue-coloured
turban and kumerbund. The white chupkun
made him more conspicuous and more easily dis-
tinguished, whilst climbing up the ascent of the
mountain, to which he immediately had recourse ;
till he saw the horsemen mounted, and over the
ravine, he made little exertion to get away, being
already too distant for any one on foot to approach
him, and not within gun-shot. But when he did
see the suwars full tilt on their way, he redoubled
his speed, and clambered up the mountain as
fast as he could, and with surprising activity.
He had got about half-way up before the horse-
men arrived at the bottom, and too far off for
their carbines to reach him. - One of them urged
his horse up the side of the rock with great
adroitness and perseverance, and had ascended a
considerable height, when the crumbling and pre-
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THE MINT. 285

it matters not whether this practice is defended
on principle, or persevered in from example; the
fact remains, that they are generally an exceed-
ingly dirty people. The whole appearance of the
city in all its ramifications confirms this un-
doubted conclusion.

Mr. Elphinstone says, ‘ Caubul, though not
an extensive city, is compact and handsome.”
But it must be remembered, that Mr. Elphin-
stone never saw the place: compact it certainly
is, for it is huddled together, and bounded and
hemmed in on three sides by mountains, occupy-
ing a space of about'three miles in circumference ;
but, unless a jumble of mud hovels can be consi-
dered handsome, Caubul has no pretensions to
that epithet. Externally, every house presents a
blank mud wall, and the domestic arrangement
of rooms and apertures for windows are in a
court-yard, totally unseen from without.

The mint at Caubul is a low mud hovel, of
many rooms, in the bazaar. The workmen sit on
the ground at their several occupations, and the
process of coining is of the rudest description.
The silver is first melted and run into bars, about
eight inches long, and the thickness of the little
finger; then taken from the mint and beaten into
round rods, about two feet long and three-eighths
ofan inch in diameter, by the common blacksmiths
in the bazaar. When brought again to the mint,
these rods are drawn through a hole in a thick
iron plate, as wire is made, by means of a small
windlass, that they may be all of the same thick-












































































































ARRIVAL OF PRINCE TYMOOR. 321

labad, display the same march of desolation, the
same proof of the withering and destroying influ-
ence of despotism under the Barukzye rulers. It
is clear that these ambitious brothers had no real
hold of the nation, or the portions over which
they presided. Their strength, or rather their
continuance in authority, was owing to their
weakness. The chiefs of tribes paid them occa-
sionally, domineered over them, and allowed them
to reign. It was a species of compromise, tacitly
felt, not expressed. When the Khizzilbashes and
other nobles of the land finally fell off from Dost
Mahomed, at Arghundee, the compromise was
lost, and his authority terminated.

On the 3rd of September, Shahzada Tymoor,
the heir-apparent, arrived at Caubul, accompanied
by Lieut.-Colonel C. M. Wade. In their progress
from Peshawer, they had captured the strong hill
fort of Ali Musjid, in the Khyber Pass, and thus
successfully contributed to the happy results of
the campaign. The Shah was on his throne in
full Durbar, ready to receive the Shahzada, who,
‘before he reached the Balla Hissar, had been
welcomed by Sir John Keane and Sir Willoughby
Cotton, attended by an escort of dragoons and
infantry. But the splendid cortége did not enter
the Balla Hissar—the Shahzada only, supported
by Colonel Wade and Captain Macgregor, the
Envoy’s military secretary, and two other officers.
When he had passed through the inner gate,
which leads to the large quadrangle, the prince
dismounted and walked with measured step till
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DOST MAHOMED TAKES THE FIELD. 341

cepted, regarding which it is needless to enter
into any detail.

On the 5th of September, information reached -
Caubul that the whole country between Hindoo
Koosh and the Oxus had risen in favour of Dost
Mahomed, and that he was advancing towards
Bamian with a powerful army. He made a show at
Bajgah, where we had an advanced post, and from
which it was deemed prudent to retire towards
Bamian, which station it was considered necessary
to strengthen by reinforcements from Caubul,
though at the risk of leaving the capital insuffi-
ciently protected. So completely had the enemy
closed up every source of intelligence, and so diffi-
cult was it to collect the least exact information of
his whereabout, at the time, that Dost Mahomed
actually slept about three miles from our camp at
Bamian on the night of the 17th of September,
and the first knowledge our troops had of his
proximity was furnished next morning, by some
hundreds of Uzbeks on the heights and others
descending into the valley.

A small detachment, under Brigadier Dennie,

the British Government at the recommendation of the Envoy and
Minister to the Lahore Durbar, the Ghilzie rebel chiefs residing at
Kohat were delivered up, and they are now in confinement in the
fort at Loodianah. The three brothers, too, have been dispossessed
of their jagheers, which were so conveniently situated for carrying
on a mischievous correspondence with the several districts of Aff-
ghanistan, and probably they may be otherwise provided for by
the Sikh government in localities where they can do no harm.
The snake has thus been not only scotched, but killed, in that
quarter,




































MISCONDUCT OF THE SECOND CAVALRY. 353

Anderson’s troop, two flank companies of the
37th N.I., and 1st company 27th N.I. Colonel
Salter, as he approached, received information
that Dost Mahomed with his army was endea-
vouring to retreat by a flank movement along
the mountains, and the hills were covered with
the armed people of Nijrow; the Dost himself
and his horsemen descending the side of the
hill. The two squadrons of the 2nd Cavalry
were detached to intercept the fugitives—they
moved up at a slow trot, but when Captain
Fraser, commanding, called on them to charge,
their pace was not quickened, and the urgent
repetition of “ charge!” “ charge!” from the
other officers, had no better effect. On approach-
ing the enemy, they turned round, and leaving
the officers surrounded and attacked, basely gal-
loped back to the rear, and only stopped at Ab-
bott’s Battery, which when their flight commenced
was advancing to support them.* Fraser and
Ponsonby were severely wounded. Dr. Lord,
the political agent, Lieutenant Broadfoot, En-
gineers, and Adjutant Crispin, of the 2nd Cavalry,
were killed on the spot.

In the confusion produced by this deplorable
event, Dost Mahomed escaped, whilst his infantry

* In consequence of this dastardly conduct, the 2nd Regiment of
Light Cavalry has been, by general orders of the Governor-General
in Council, dated the 10th of February, 1841, struck off the list of
the Bengal army. The two squadrons were dismissed with igno-
miny on arriving at Kurnal, and the remaining Native commis-

sioned and non-commissioned officers and troopers of the corps
drafted into the other regiments.
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GENERAL AVITABILE, 385

a system of uncompromising severity, founded on
an active and impartial administration, exhibiting,
too, in terrorem, the gibbeted felons in various
public places, he has succeeded in establishing
something like security in every part of his rule,
He lives in good style, and is distinguished for
his hospitality, which has been amply experienced
and acknowledged by the British officers of the
different regiments and convoys passing from
India through Peshawer to Affghanistan, and
from thence back to India. On every occasion,
his table has been crowded with guests, and, ac-
cording to Oriental custom, the sumptuous enter-
tainments always concluded with a grand nautch,
his figurante-company of Cashmeer women con-
sisting of about thirty, singers and dancers, from
the age of twelve to twenty-five.

I remained three days under the friendly roof
of Captain Mackeson, the political agent at Wu-
zeeree Bagh, the news of a revolution at Lahore,
in consequence of the disputed succession, after
the death of Nou Nihal Sing, having thrown
some doubt on the propriety of moving immedi-
ately in that direction. However, accounts were
soon received of Sheer Sing’s triumph, which dis-

pelled the alarm previously felt, and enabled me

to proceed, though I was strongly recommended

to keep a good distance from the capital. At

Peshawer, I had to discharge my Janbaz horse-

men and the Khyber Rangers, who had served me

faithfully and well ; and the Chevalier Avitabile

furnished me with another guard, of a havildar
S






MAKING A RESERVOIR. 387

Between the Khyber Pass and Peshawer, the
Afreedees were in the constant habit of rushing
down from their hills, and plundering and wound-
ing the Sikh villagers, till Avitabile erected a line
of towers and guard-houses, which have had a
good effect in controlling the depredations of the
mountaineers in that quarter. They now, there-
fore, often venture farther to the eastward; but
my party was so strong, that nothing unpleasant
occurred. At the close of the day, the Sikhsin a
body kept looking anxiously to discover the new
moon. At last its thin curve was seen, and then
all simultaneously closed their hands in prayer.
They were always most regular in their devotions.

At Akora, not far from my tent, the villagers
were preparing a circular reservoir for water. The
circle was about fifty yards in diameter. To effect
their purpose, a pair of bullocks were yoked to a
sort of plough-scoop, which they dragged up from
the centre, carrying along the collected earth to
the circumference line, and there depositing the
loads, which by repeated accumulations formed a
high ridge. Six of these plough-scoops were hard
at work, diverging from the same centre, and in
three .days the reservoir was to be completed.
The wvillagers, assisted by their women, were
singing merrily all the while.

On the 26th, I made a long march of nineteen
miles, to Shumsabad. Crossed the Attok over
the bridge of boats, twenty-seven in number,
fastened together. The slope from the westward
to the river is gradual and sandy; but the left or -
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¢ DEFILE OF SLAUGHTER. 389

and clatter, most stunning to the ear, bearing, per-
haps, some proportion to the degree of sanctity
conferred on the old devotee, who is said to have
resided at Hussan Abdal about a year. I was
shewn a sacred tank of exquisitely transparent
water, constantly renewed from a spring, in which
a great number of fish, about a foot long, are kept
and daily fed by the ministering priests. The
stone upon which appears the hand-mark, black
as if received from a hand covered with pitch or
black paint, is about twelve inches above the sur-
face of the water. There are several ruins of
splendid mosques and tombs at Hussan Abdal,
apparently of the time of Shah Jehan.

On the 29th, I marched to Janee-ka-Sung. At
about a third part of the way, we passed over a
wide stone causeway with a parapet, crossing a
ravine, then thickly wooded, called Mar-gullee.
My guard informed me that a great battle had
been fought there in former days between the
Sikhs and Mahomedans, and that ten thousand
of‘the latter had been killed on that very spot,
which is now known by the name of Mar-gullee,
or the ¢ defile of slaughter.” The causeway an-
swers a double purpose; it commemorates the
event, and also makes a convenient passage over
the ravine. It may be about three hundred yards
in length, but the clumsy pavement affords a very
insecure footing for horses Affghan-shod.

On the 30th, I arrived at Rawil Pindee. This
place contains several thousand houses, and has
an extensive bazaar, full of people, and full of






TOPE OF MANIKYALA. 391

On the lst of February, I started early for a
double march to Manikyala, nineteen miles. We
are descending gradually, and the hot weather is
coming fast upon us. Passed Hurmuk at the
ninth mile, and soon after Robat-ke-Serai, now
only the mouldering remains of an extensive
building for the accommodation of travellers.
From this place I first saw the dome of the Manik-
yala tope, on the extreme line of the horizon.
Mr. Elphinstone’s account of it, and the subse-
quent discoveries, had made it an interesting ob-
ject, and I gazed upon it almost with as much
pleasure as when I had the first glimpse of St.
Peter’s, at Rome, from Baccano, the dome only,
as in the present case, being visible from that
point, and the effect in that respect similar. On
my arrival at Manikyala, I found my breakfast-
tent near the tope, the mighty fabric standing
alone in solemn majesty; and it was no slight
gratification to contemplate, at my morning meal,
its mysterious grandeur, after a march of so many
hundred miles down the left bank of the Indus,
through Bhukker, Shikarpore, Candahar, Caubul,
Jellalabad, and Peshawer, where little else is to
be found but meagre mud buildings, or edifices
“ of no mark or likelihood,” excepting the beau-
‘tiful Minars at Ghizni, and the solitary remains
at Lala Beg. Considering its magnitude and its
evident antiquity, grand and imposing as it is, on
an extensive plain, which has hardly any thing
to break its flatness, I do not think the tope has
been hitherto sufficiently described. Tt has, in-






ITS ARCHITECTURE. 393

the lower story, which is raised upon a massive
basement. At the first view, it is, I think, evi-
dent that only a part of the building is above
ground, that is, above the débris, for it looks like
a round dish-cover, all dome, as in Mr. Elphin-
stone’s engraving, shorn of its fair proportions,
which would indicate a ruder age than that in
which it would appear to have been constructed.
Dome, indeed, is not the correct term, as that
word implies an arch or hollow within, and the
Manikyala tope, as well as the one at Lala Beg,
from all that has been ascertained, is an entirely
solid mass. The belt or girdle of pilasters seems
to have given rise to a notion of the work being
of Grecian mould ; but a pilaster per se does not
authorize such a conclusion, as pilasters are com-
mon in Hindoo architecture. Mr. Elphinstone’s
drawing is, I think, stated to have been done
from recollection, which accounts for the parti-
cular form of the pilaster not being preserved.
At a distance, the belt appears to be formed of a
succession of superficial or false arcades, owing
to the length of the abacus, which, with the orna-
mented part of the capital or acanthus, nearly
joins the next to it, making the upper part, be-
tween, look like an arch. I do not remember to
have seen the elongated abacus anywhere, ex-
cepting in the drawings of the excavated Hindoo
temples at Ellora, which, like that at the tope, is
more than double the width of the capital, whilst
the Greek abacus and top of the acanthus are
nearly of the same measurement. Neither is the
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CONTENTS OF THE TOPE. 395

flight of steps leading up to the terrace, similar
to the one at Lala Beg, on a grand scale : I could
find no trace of any other. The outer surface of
the tope is formed of enormous hewn stones,
admirably fitted, constituting a sort of shell,
about three or four feet thick, without cement, at
least I could not detect any. A great part of this
outer shell has tumbled down, and the edges left
have become stepping-stones, by which it is now
easy to ascend to the top. The inner part consists
of huge rough stones regularly laid with mud as
an intermediate material, and the whole is one
solid mass, with the exception of a hollow shaft
about twelve feet square from the summit down
the centre, which was discovered by General Ven-
tura in 1830,* but filled up with stones and earth.

* To those who are curious in antiquarian lore, the following
enumeration of relics discovered will not be uninteresting. Gene-
ral Ventura is a French officer in the service of the Sikh govern-
ment :—*‘ He commenced the excavation on the 27th April, 1830,
at the very bottom of the cupola, on the south side, where, having
met with nothing but loose materials, the work was discontinued.
On the 28th the cap of the cupola was laid open, and, at the depth
of three feet, six medals or coins were discovered. On the lst of
May, at the depth of twelve feet, a square mass of masonry was
found exactly in the centre of the building, and regularly formed
of quarried stone in good preservation. On piercing ten feet into
this, a medal was found in the middle of a clod of earth. At the
depth of twenty feet, a silver coin and six copper coins were met
with. On the 8th the workmen came to a box of iron (probably
copper), which was broken by a stroke of the pick-axe. In this
box was a smaller one of pure gold, with an ornamental top. It
contained one medal of gold, weighing 122 grains—a gold ring,
set with a pale sapphire stone, having characters engraven on it,
‘apparently Pehlevi—a small bit of pale ruby, three very small






COMPARED WITH LALA BEG. 307

the terrace, at a measured pace, and the circum-
ference was thus shewn to be about four hundred
feet. The height from the terrace does not seem
to be nearly equal to the diameter, but may be
estimated at about eighty feet.

In considering the construction of the two
topes—that of Lala Beg and Manikyala—they
do not appear to be the work of the same people.
With respect to form, the dome of Lala Beg
is more conical. The belt, with its plain pilasters,
is square, and the mass of masonry which forms
the basement, sloping upwards and inwards, is
also square. Lime is employed in the dome, but,
in the walls and in the adjacent ruins, lines of
slate fill up the interstices between the stones,
which are only chiselled on the outer surface.
The tope at Manikyala is wholly ecircular; no
lime, apparently, used in its construction, and the
parts are fitted with the nicest art. For instance,
the skill of the artist is strikingly shewn in the
perfect manner in which the stones are put to-
gether, so as to make the pilasters a part of the
solid wall. It is a wonderful production, and the
bringing to the spot, and the raising up, and the
placing, of such immense blocks of stone with
such accuracy, gives us no mean idea of the sci-
entific resources which the builders of that age
Capres during the excavations which were made in the palace of
Tiberius. Time having firmly cemented the parts together, the
water in its cavity has remained hermetically sealed during seven-
teen or eighteen centuries. I have seen this curious piece of anti-

quity, and on shaking it, heard the splashing sound of the contained
fluid.






ROTAS, 399

ing of a new Rawil Pindee matchlock. My next
march was to the village of Chikore, thirteen
miles and a half. At nine miles, Bakerala, from
whence the army route goes by Udeerana, which
runs off at an angle to the right along the dry,
sandy bed of a stream. The short cut is over the
hills to the left, but it is unfit for a wheeled car-
riage, and my escort took me that way. But it
1s a most difficult one even for horses and camels,
precipitous and dangerous; rocky ledges having
to be got over constantly, with craggy acclivities
and steep descents, till within half a mile of Chi-
kore, which stands on a large open plain.

On the 5th, passed what was once a splendid
Serai, with gay cupolas at the four corners, one
of the great public benefactions by which the
Moghul monarchs rendered the line of march
through the Punjab convenient and comfortable.
It is situated about two miles from Rotas. The
fortress of that name, built on the spur of a
mountain, by Sheer Shah, with its numerous
mosques and lofty battlements, has an imposing
effect from below. The usual route is round the
extreme point of the mountain on the left, and
across the Kassee river; but we rode straight
forward, ascended the acclivity by a narrow path
up to the fort, passing by the great gateway; then
over an extensive burying-ground, full of tombs,
and down a precipitous defile, the dark and tower-
ing bastions on our right, till we descended into
the bed of the Kassee, where, looking back,
Rotas, like Attok, was wholly shut out from our






SIKH ESCORT. 401

with Ghyan Sing, the officer in charge of the
Sikh horsemen, respecting the route to be taken
from this point; that laid down and pursued by
our troops and convoys running to the southward
of Lahore, whilst the direct road through Lahore
1s much nearer. Then the revolution there! Ghyan
Sing’s information led him to conclude that it
was all over, and Sheer Sing universally acknow-
ledged as the sovereign of the Punjab. By his
persuasion, and the pleasing prospect of sooner
completing my journey, I determined on the road
through Lahore. Ghyan Sing, notwithstanding
the orders he had received at Peshawer, proposed
setting off immediately to look after his own af-
fairs at the capital, where, by long marches, he
expected to arrive in three days, leaving twenty
of his horsemen to proceed at a convenient rate
with me. Before starting, he requested to be
favoured with a couple of bottles of brandy ! fol-
lowing the enticing example of old Runjeet, in
his devotion to ardent spirits. In the evening,
the cheerful voices of the people in groups were
heard distinctly across the river; children noisy
at play, and the sound of our bugle was echoed
most perfectly along the opposite shore.

Passed through Bhyrwal, Khasspore Serai, and
arrived at Goojrat on the 8th. The town of Gooj-
rat is much larger than that of Rawil Pindee.
The kar-dar, or governor, is Rajah Golab Sing.
The houses are very neatly built with a small red
brick, and the population numerous. The police
officer has just given me the comfortable assur-






THE SIKH ESCORT. 403

and trees in picturesque groves of varied tint and
form.

On the 10th, I was a mile to the eastward of
Gujrawala. Passed Myut Khan-ke-kote, Nutt,
and Lakenwala. The surface flat all the way.
Numerous villages on either hand, and the whole
expanse full of cultivation. The road leads
through Gujrawala. Muneer on the 11th. On
arriving at the ground, the Jemadar, left by Ghyan
Sing in charge of the mounted guard, asked per-
mission to go on to Lahore with his horsemen, re-
commending me at the same time to remain where
I was, as it would be most dangerous for me to
proceed without a passport from the minister, and
stating that the army encamped near the capital
was completely disorganized, and under no con-
trol. I reminded him that Ghyan Sing had
directed him to attend me to Lahore, and declined
interfering by giving him any orders. He said,
but very respectfully, that he did not consider
himself under Ghyan Sing, or anybody else, and
went away. I then sat down to breakfast, and
was soon after informed, that the cavalcade had
actually set off to Lahore. I was rather uneasy
under the impression that, at this ticklish time,
some of the horsemen might turn robbers, and
back upon us, in the night, on the succeeding
marches, with the alacrity of faithless Affghans.
But the Havildar of the infantry guard, furnished
by Avitabile, came forward, and assured me there
was no danger in going on, the misrepresentations
of the Jemadar and his men being merely an ex-
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sudden appearance of a number of sepoys quickly
advancing amidst clouds of dust, towards my
tent, which produced some apprehension among
the people round me. They proved to be a Je-
madar and twenty-four grenadier sepoys, sent by
the Maharajah Sheer Sing, as a guard, with a let-
ter from Captain Lafont, informing me that the
said sepoys would conduct me in safety to his
house.

On the 13th, I took with me twelve of the new,
and six of the old guard, leaving the rest to ac-
company the camels and baggage. Road through
grass-tuft jungle most of the way. Attheseventh
mile, came to Shahdurra, formerly a large and
populous town, where stands the noble mausoleum
of Jehangeer, with four lofty minars at the cor-
ners of an immense quadrangle, each side mea-
suring six hundred yards, and in the usual Ma-
homedan style. The Ravi (or Hydraotes) flows
close to it. Passed along a westerly bend of the
river for about a mile, and then came to the ferry.
The width of the river here is about the same as
the Chenab. Lahore full in view ; nearest is the
Musjid Shahee, a magnificent building. Moved
right upon it, and rounded the north-east side of
the fort, containing the royal palaces, of great ex-
~ tent. These were on the right; on the left, an
encampment as far as the eye could reach; the
tents of every shape and colour, forming to me a
wonderful and splendid sight, which it was worth
undergoing some little annoyance to witness. My
Lahore guide magnified the number of troops to a
hundred thousand; but I was afterwards told
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On the afternoon of the 14th, Sheer Sing in-
spected a part of the disorderly army ; the line
extending, I was told, about two miles. The
regiment Lafont commanded was paraded in front
of the barracks, at a short distance from his
house. As soon as they were ordered to march,
they all broke loose, like boys rushing out of
school, and each took his own course, running or
walking, dragging or carrying his musket, as he
pleased. In the evening, I looked out for their
return, rather suspicious that something disagree-
able might have occurred, and at dusk I saw them
scampering back in the same loose and scattered
manner, shouting and laughing all the way. At
the inspection, there was said to be a deplorable
falling off in numbers. On the 12th, Colonel
Courtland’s regiment had seven hundred present.
On the 13th, they received their pay, and at the in-
gpection, on the 14th, only three hundred menwere
mustered. The remaining four hundred had taken
themselves off to their several homes and families,
without leave, carrying along with them all their
accoutrements ! The commanding officer told me
they would all be back again in a few days; but
at the existing crisis, temporizing was the Maha-
rajah’s only course, and nothing would be done
or said to them on their return. Other corps
acted in the same way, and all authority was set
at nought. Their indignation, however, seemed
to be chiefly directed against the native officers
and regimental moonshees; several of the latter
they put to death in the streets, for rapacious ex-
actions, and wringing from the poor soldier unjust
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commanding the brigade, and Major McDowell, the ju-
nior major of the regiment, the senior major of the 16th
Lancers, Major Cureton, an officer of great merit, being
actively engaged in the execution of his duties as As-
sistant Adjutant-General of the Cavalry Division), the
2nd Cavalry under Major Salter, and the 3rd under
Lieutenant-Colonel Smyth, were ordered to watch
the south and west sides. Brigadier Scott’s brigade
were placed on the Cabool road, consisting of H. M.’s
4th Light Dragoons, under Major Daly, and the 1st
Bombay Cavalry, under Lieutenant-Colonel Sandwith,
to watch the north and east sides. This duty was per-
formed in 2 manner greatly to my satisfaction.

After the storming, and that quiet was In some
degree restored within, I conducted his Majesty Shah
Shoojah-ool-Moolk, and the British Envoy and Minister,
Mr. Macnaghten, round the citadel, and a great part of
the fortress. The king was perfectly astonished at our
having made ourselves masters of a place conceived to be
impregnable, when defended, in the short space of two
hours, and in less than forty-eight hours after we came
before it. His Majesty was of course greatly delighted at
the result. When I afterwards, in the course of the
day, took Mahomed Hyder Khan, the Governor, first to
the British Minister, and then to the king, to make his
submission, I informed his Majesty that I had made a
promise that his life should not be touched, and the

ing in very handsome terms assented, and informed
Mahomed Hyder, in my presence, that although he and
his family had been rebels, yet he was willing to forget
and forgive all.

Prince Mahomed Hyder, the Governor of Ghuznee,
is a prisoner of war in my camp, and under the surveil-
lance of Sir A. Burnes; an arrangement very agreeable
to the former.

From Major-General Sir W. Cotton, commanding the
1st Infantry Division (of the Bengal Army), I have
invariably received the strongest support, and on this
occasion his exertions were manifest in support of the
honour of the profession and of our country.

I have likewise at all times received able assist-
ance from Major-General Willshire, commanding the
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the right, and of some old garden-walls on the left.
The artillery were all in position and ready by 8 A. m.
of the 23rd; and shortly after, at the first dawn, the
party under Captain Peat moved down to the gateway,
accompanied by six men of H. M.’s 13th Light Infan-
try without their belts, and supported by a detachment
of the same regiment, which extended to the right and
left of the road when they arrived at the ditch, taking
advantage of what cover they could find ; and endea-
vouring to keep down the fire from the ramparts, which
became heavy on the approach of the party, though it
had been remarkably slack during the previous opera-
tions. Blue-lights were shewn, which rendered the
surrounding objects distinctly visible; but, luckily,
they were burned from the top of the parapet, instead
of being thrown into the passage below.

The explosion party marched steadily on, headed by
Lieutenant Durand ; the powder was placed; the hose
laid ; the train fired : and the carrying party retired to
a tolerable cover in less than two minutes. The artil-
lery opened when the blue-lights appeared, and the
musketry from the covering party at the same time : so
quickly was the operation performed, and so little were
the enemy aware of the nature of it, that not a man of
the party was hit.

As soon as the explosion took place, Captain Peat,
though hurt, his anxiety preventing his keeping suffi-
ciently under cover, ran up to the gate (accompanied
by a small party of H. M.’s 13th Light Infantry) and
ascertained that it was completely destroyed. There
was some delay in getting a bugler to sound the * ad-
vance,”’ the signal agreed on for the assaulting column
to push on; and this was the only mistake in the
operation, _

The assaulting column consisted of four European
regiments*, commanded by Brigadier Sale. The ad-
vance under Lieutenant-Colonel Dennie, accompanied
by Lieutenant Sturt, Engineers, moved steadily through
the gateway, through a passage inside the gate, ending
in a domed building, with the opening on one side,

* H. M.’s 2nd Queen’s, (1st) Bengal European Regiment,
H.M.'s 13th Light Infantry, . M.’s 17th Foot,




































