Baal Durotrigensis. A dissertation on the antient colossal figure at Cerne,
Dorsetshire; and an attempt to illustrate the distinction between the primal
Celtae and the Celto-Belgae of Britain / with observations on the worship
of the serpent and that of the sun.

Contributors
Sydenham, John, 1807-1846.

Publication/Creation
London : W. Pickering, [18427]

Persistent URL

https://wellcomecollection.org/works/zemynvc5

License and attribution

This work has been identified as being free of known restrictions under
copyright law, including all related and neighbouring rights and is being made
available under the Creative Commons, Public Domain Mark.

You can copy, modify, distribute and perform the work, even for commercial
purposes, without asking permission.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/












































































































































































- 44 : BAAL DUROTRIGENSIS.

The most antient modes of spelling the name of
the place are Kern, Kernel, Kernele. Now the
Hebrew word “keren” [I"'F]’ the Arabic “kern,”
and the Celtic “carn”—which language has so
many remarkable analogies with the oriental
tongues as to indicate a close affinity—all denote
a hill ; and this generic term was frequently indi-
vidually appropriated to elevated sites of peculiar
sanctity. It was a name mystically applied to
islands!; and the Kerne of the antients, recorded
by Lycophron, was certainly our present Cornwall,
the only portion then known of the “sacred island”
of Britain. Carnion, in the land of Gilead, is
mentioned as the site of a temple of Atergatis, the
celebrated compound diluvian-ophite deity of the
Philistines®. In Isaiah, v, 1, the words * keren
ben semen” [yap 13 1p) are translated “a fruitful
hill.” They are literally “a hill, or horn, the son
of fruitfulness.” Vitringa, after mentioning the
expositions of this passage, given by other com-
mentators, and particularly that of the Chaldee
Targum, gives it as his own opinion that by
“keren” [1»] the prophet here intended “angulum
terre incurvum eminentiorem et in longum pro-
tensum”—a crooked nook of land, much elevated
and stretched out in length. No phrase could
possibly more accurately describe the locality
under consideration, the site of the colossal figure,
the subject of this inquiry; and the conclusion is.
therefore well warranted that “kern,” in this

1 Harcourt, ii, 159,

2 2 Maccab: xii, 26,























































































