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X PREFACE TO GULLIVER'S TRAVELS.

diately translated by the Abbé Des Fontaines,
and had an extensive sale.* |

* These voyages are considered as a mere po-
litical romance,—to correct Vice, by showing its
deformity in opposition to Virtue, and to amend
ihe false system of philosophy, by pointing out
the errors, and applying salutary means to amend
them. ' Orrery.

“ This important year (1727) sent into the
world ¢ Gulliver’s Travels,” a production so
new and so strange, that it filled the reader with
amingled emotion of merriment and amazement.
It was received with such avidity, that the price
of the first edition was raised before the second
could be made; it was read by the high and the
low, the learned and illiterate. Criticism was
for a while lost in wonder. No rules of judg-
ment were applied to a book written in open
defiance of truth and regularity. But when
distinctions came to be made, the part which
gave least pleasure is the part which describes
the Flying Island, and that which gave most

disgust must be the history of the Houyhnhnms.

* See a correspondence on this translation, between the
Abbéand the Dean, in July and August, 1727, invol xi,—N.






Xii  PREFACE TO GULLIVER'S TRAVELS.

¢ To mortify pride, which indeed was not
made for man, and produces not only the most
ridiculous follies, but the most extensive cala-
mity, appears to have been one general view of
the author in every part of these Travels. Per-
sonal strength and beauty, the wisdom and the
virtue of mankind, became objects not of. pride
but of humility, in the diminutive stature and
contemptible weakness of the Lilliputians, in
the horrid deformity of the Brobdingnagians,
in the learned folly of the Laputians, and in the
parallel drawn between our manners and those
of the Houyhnhnms. Hawkesworth.

¢ The Lilliputians of Swift may pass for pro-
bable beings, not so much because we know that
a belief in pigmies was once current in the
world (for the true ancient pigmy was at least
thrice as tall as those whom Gullivervisited), but
because we find that every circumstance re-
lating to them accords with itself, and their sup-
posed character. It is not the size of the people
only that is diminutive; their country, seas,
ships, and towns, are all in exact proportion :
their theological and political principles, their
passions, manners, customs, and all the parts












XVi THE PUBLISHER TO THE READER.

style is very plain and simple; and the only
fault I find is, that the author, after the manner
of travellers, is a little too circumstantial. There
is an air of truth apparent through the whole ;
and indeed the author was so distinguished for
his veracity, that it became a sort of proverb
among his neighbours at Redriff, when any one
affirmed a thing, to say, ¢ it was as true as if
Mr. Gulliver had spoken it.’

By the advice of several worthy persons, to
whom, with the author’s permission, I commu-
nicated these papers, [now venture to send them
into the world, hoping they may be, at least for
some time, a better entertainment to our young
noblemen, than the common scribbles of politics
and party.

This volume would have been atleast twice as
large, if I had not made bold to strike out innu-
merable passages relating to the winds and tides,
as well as to the variations and bearings in the
several voyages, together with the minute de-
scriptions of the management of the ship in
storms, in the style of sailors; likewise the ac-
count of longitudes and latitudes ; wherein I .
have reason to apprehend, that Mr. Gulliver
may he a lite dissatisfied ; but I was resolved













XX A LETTER FROM GULLIVER

as it was not my inclination, so it was not decent
to praise any animal of our composition before
my master Houyhnhnm: and besides, the fact
was altogetherfalse ; for to my knowledge, being
in England during some part of her majesty’s
reign, she did govern by a chief minister ; nay
even by two successively, the first whereof was
the lord of Godolphin, and the second the lord
of Oxford; so that you have made me say the
thing that was not. Likewise in the account of
the academy of projectors, and several passages
of my discourse to my master Houyhnhnm, you
have cither omitted some material circumstances,
or minced or changed them in such a manner,
that I do hardly know my own work. When I
formerly hinted to you something of this in a
letter, you were pleased to answer, ¢ That you
were afraid of giving offence; that people in
power were very watchful over the press, and
apt not only to interpret, but to punish every
thing which looked like an inuendo (as I think
you call it). But, pray how could that which I
spoke so many years ago, and at above five thou-
sand leagues distance, in another reign, be ap-
plied to any of the ¥ahoos, who now are said to
govern the herd; especially at a time when 1
little thought, or feared, the unhappiness of liv-


























































































50 GULLIVER'S TRAVELS :

behalf, that an imperial commission was issued out,
obliging all the villages, nine hundred yards round
the city, to deliver in every morning six beeves,
forty sheep, and other victuals for my sustenance ;
together with a proportionable quantity of bread,
and wine, and other liquors; for the due payment
of which, his majesty gave assignments upon his
treasury ;—for this prince lives chiefly upon his
own demesnes; seldom, except upon great occa-
sions, raising any subsidies upon his subjects, who
are bound to attend him in his wars at their own
expence. An establishment was also made of six
hundred persons tobe my domesties, who had board-
wages allowed for their maintenance, and tents built
for them very conveniently on each side of my door.
It was likewise ordered, that three hundred tailors
should make me a suit of clothes, after the fashion
of the country; that six of his majesty’s greatest
scholars should be employed to instruct me in their
language: and lastly, that the emperor’s horses, and
those of the nobility and troops of guards, should be
frequently exercised in my sight, to accustom them-
selves to me. All these orders were duly put in
execution; and in about three weeks, I made a great
progress in learning their language; during which
time, the emperor frequently honoured me with
his visits, and was pleased to assist my masters in
teaching me. We began already to converse toge-
ther in some sort; and the first words T learnt, were
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two fobs, and another secret pocket, which I had no
mind should be searched, wherein I had some little
necessaries that were of no consequence to any but
myself. In one of my fobs, there was a silver
watch, and in the other, a small quantity of gold in
a purse. These gentlemen, having pen, ink, and
paper about them, made an exact inventory of
every thing they saw; and when they had done,
desired I would set them down, that they might
deliver it to the emperor. This inventory I after-
wards translated into English, and is word for word
as fullows. .

‘d mpr;m-is » In the right coat-pocket of the great
man-mountain (for so I interpret the words guinbus
flestrin), after the strictest search, we found only
one great piece of coarse cloth, large enough to be
a foot-cloth for your majesty’s chief room of state.
In the left pocket, we saw a huge silver chest, with
a cover of the same metal, which we, the searchers,
were not able to lift. We desired it should beé
opened, and one of us stepping into it, found him-
self up to the mid leg in a sort of dust, some part
whereof flying up to our faces, set us both sneezing
for several times together. In his right waistcoat-
pocket, we found a prodigious bundle of white thin
substances, folded one over another, about the
bigness of three men, tied with a strong cable, and
marked with black figures; which we humbly con-
ceive to be writings, every letter almost half as
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orders, we obliged him to show us, because we
apprehended they might be dangerous engines.
He took them out of their cases, and told us, that
in his own country his practice was to shave his
beard with one of thes‘e, and cut his meat with the
other. There were two pockets which we could
not enter; these he called his fobs ; they were two
large slits cut into the top of his middle cover, but
squeezed close by the pressure of his belly. Out
of the right fob hung a great silver chain, with a
wonderful kind of engine at the bottom. We di-
rected him to draw out whatever was at the end of
that chain; which appeared to be a globe, half
silver, and half of some transparent metal; for on
the transparentside, we saw certain strange figures
circularly drawn, and thought we could touch them,
till we found our fingers stopped by that lucid sub-
stance. He put this engine to our ears, which
made an incessant noise, like that of a water-mill :
and we conjecture it is either some unknown ani-
mal, or the god that he worships; but we are more
inclined to the latter opinion, because he assured us
(if we understood him right, for he expressed him-
self very imperfectly) that he seldom did any thing
without consulting it. He called it his oracle, and
said, it pointed out the time for every action of his
life.* From the left fob, he took out a net almost

* Perhaps the author intended to expose the probable fal-
lacy of opinions derived from the relations of travellers, by
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When this inventory was read over to the empe~
ror, he directed me, although invery gentle termns,
to deliver up the several particulars. He first
called for my cimeter, which I took out, scabbard
and all. In the mean time, he ordered three thou-
sand of his choicest troops (who then attended him)
to surround me at a distance with their bows and
arrows just ready to discharge; but I did not ob=
serve it, for mine eyes were wholly fixed upon his
majesty. He then desired me to draw my cimeter,
which, although it had got some rust by the sea-
water, was, in most parts, exceeding bright. Idid
s0, and immediately all the troops gave a shout be--
tween terror and surprise ; for the sun shone elear,
and the reflection dazzled their eyes, as I waved
the cimeter to and fro in my hand. His majesty,
who is a most magnanimous prince,* was less
daunted than I eould expect: he ordered me to re-
turn it into the scabbard, and cast it on the ground
as gently as I could, about six feet from the end of
my chain. The next thing he demanded was one
of the hollow iron pillars; by which he meant my
pocket pistols. I drew it out, and at his desire, as

* He who does not find himself disposed to honour this
inagnanimity, should reflect, that a right to judge of moral
and intellectual excellence is, with great absurdity and in-
justice, arrogated by him who admires, in a being six feet
high, any qualities that he despises in one whose stature
does not exceed six inches,—II.
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of gold, and some smaller ones; my knife and
razor, my comb and silver snuff-box, my handker-
chief and journal-book. My cimeter, pistols, and
pouch were conveyed in carriages to his majesty’s
stores; but the rest of my goods were returned me.

I had, as I before observed, one private pocket,
which escaped their search, wherein there was a pair
of spectacles (which I sometimes use for the weak-
ness of mine eyes), a pocket perspective, and some
other little conveniences; which, being of no con-
sequence to the emperor, I did not think myself
bound in honour to discover, and I apprehended
they might be lost or spoiled, if I ventured them
out of my possession.

AVALRVIAAY

CHAPTER IIL

THE AUTHOR DIVERTS THE EMPEROR, AND HIS NOBILITY OF
BOTH SEXES, IN A YERY UNCOMMON MANNER. THE DI-

~ YERSIONS OF THE COURT OF LILLIPUT DESCRIBED. THE
AUTHOR HAS HIS LIBERTY GRANTED HIM UPON CERTAIN
CONDITIONS.

My gentleness and good behaviour had gained so
far on the emperor and his court, and indeed upon
the army and people in general, that I began to con-
ceive hopes of getting my liberty in a short time. I
took all possible methods to cultivate this favourable
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my hand, as I held it on tlie ground ; and one of
the emperor’s huntsmen, upon a large courser,
took my foot, shoe and all; which was indeed a
prodigious leap. I had the good fortune to divert
the emperor one day after a very extraordinary
manner. I desired he would order several sticks
of two feet high, and the thickness of an ordinary
cane, to be brought me; whereupon his majesty
commanded the master of his woods to give direc-
tions aceordingly; and the next morning six wood-
men arrived with as many carriages, drawn by
eight-horses to each. I took nine of these sticks,
and fixing them firmly in the ground in a quadran-
gular figure, two feet and a half square, I took four
other sticks, and tied them parallel at each corner
about two feet from the ground; then I fastened
my handkerchief to the nine sticks that stood erect,
and extended it on all-sides, till it was tight as the
top of a drum; and the four parallel sticks, rising
about five inches higher than the handkerchief,
served as ledges on each side. When I had finished
my work, I desired the emperor to let a troop of
his best horse, twenty-four in number, come and
exercise upon this plain. His majesty approved
of the proposal, and I took them up, one by one, in
my hands, ready mounted and armed, with the
proper oflicers to exercise them. As soon as they
got into order, they divided into two parties, per-
formed mock skirmishes, discharged blunt arrows,
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the place where I'was first taken up, had seen a great
black substance lying on the ground, very oddly
shaped, extending its edges round, as wide as his
majesty’s bed-chamber, and rising up in the middle
as high as a man ; that it was no living creature, as
they atfirst apprehended, for it lay on the grass with-
outmotion ; and some of them had walked round it
several times ; that, by mounting upon each other’s
shoulders, they had got to the top, which was flat
and even, and, stamping upon it, they found that
itwas hollow within ; that they humbly coneeived it
mightbe something belonging tothe man-mountain;
and if his majesty pleased, they would undertake
to bring it with only five horses. I presently knew
what they meant, and was glad at heart to receive
this intelligence. It seems, upon my first reaching
the shore after our shipwreck, I was in such con-
fusion, that before I came to the place whereI went
to sleep, my hat, which I had fastened with a string
to my head while I was rowing, and had stuck on
all the time I was swimming, fell off after I came
to land; the string, as I conjecture, breaking by
some accident, which I never observed, but thought
my hat had been lost al sea. I entreated his impe-
rial majesty to give orders it might be brought to
me as soon as possible, describing to him the use
and the nature of it: and the next day the wag-
goners arrived with it, but not in a very good condi-
tion; they had bored two holes in the brim, within
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matter, firstin the cabinet, and then in a full coun~
cily where it was opposed by none, except Skyresh
Bolgolam, who was pleased, without any provoca-
tion, to be my mortal enemy. But it was carried
against him by the whole board, and confirmned by
the emperor. That minister was galbet, or admiral
of the realm, very much in his master’s confidence,
and a person well versed in affairs, but of a morose
and sour complexion. However, he was at length
persuaded to comply; but prevailed that the ar-
ticles and conditions upon which I should be set
free, and to which I must swear, should be drawn
up by himself. These articles were brought to me
by Skyresh Bolgolam in person, attended by two
under-secretaries, and several persons of distinction.
After they were read, I was demanded to swear to
the performance of them; first in the manner of
my own country, and afterwards in the method
prescribed by their laws; which was to hold my
right foot in my left hand, and to place the middle
finger of my right hand on the crown of my head,
and my thumb on the tip of my right ear. But be-
cause the reader may be curious to have some idea
of the style and manner of expression peculiar to
that people, as well as to know the articles upon
which I recovered my liberty, I have made a trans-
lation of the whole instrument, word for word, as
near as I was able, which I here offer to the public.

¢ Golbasto Momarem Evlame Gurdilo Shefin
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CHAPTER 1V.

MILDENDO, THE METROPOLIS OF LILLIPUT, DESCRIBED
TOGETHER WITH THE EMPEROR’S P;LL.!.GEi A CONVER
SATION BETWEEN THE AUTHOR AND A PRINCIPAL SE
CRETARY, CONCERNING THE AFFAIRS OF THAT EMPIRE
THE AUTHOR OFFERS TQ SERVE THE EMPEROR IN HI
WARS.

Tae first request I made, after I had obtained m
liberty, was, that I might have licence to see Mil
dendo, the metropolis; which the emperor easil
granted me, but with a special charge to do no hur
either to the inhabitants or their houses. The peo
ple had notice, by proclamation, of my design t
visif the town. The wal] which encompassed it, i
two feet and a half high, and at least eleven inche
broad, so that a coach and horses may be driv
very safely round it; and it is flanked with stron
towers at ten feet distance. T stept over the grea
western gate, and passed very gently and sidelin
through the two principal streets only in my shor
waistcoat, for fear of damaging the roofs and heave
of the houses with the skirts of my coat. I walke
with the utmost circumspection, to avoid treadin
on any stragglers who might remain in the streets
although the orders were very strict, that all peopl
should keep in their houses, at their own peril. Th
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great desire that I should see the magnificenee of his
palace; but this I was not able to do till three days
after, which I spentin cutting down with my knife
some of the largest trees in the royal park, about a
hundred yards distance fromthe city. Of these trees
I made two stools, each about three feet high, and
strong enough to bear my weight. The people
having received notice a second time, I went again
through the city to the palace with my twostoels in
amy hands. 'When I came to the side of the outer
court, Istood upon one stool, and took the other in
my hand; this I lifted over the roof, and gently set
it down on the space between the first and second
court, which was eight feet wide. I then steptover
the building very conveniently from one stool to the
other, and drew up the first after me with a hooked
stick. By this contrivance I got into the inmost
court; and, lying down upon my side, I ap.p.lied.-my
face to the windows of the middle stories, which were
left open on purpose, and discovered the most splen-
did apartments‘that can be imagined. Therel saw
the empress and the young princes, in their several
lodgings, with their chief attendants about them.
Herimperial majesty was pleased to smile very gra-
ciously upon me, and gave me out of the window
her hand to Kiss.

But I shall not anticipate the réader with further
descriptions of this kind, because I reserve them for
a greater work, which is now almost ready for the
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danger ol an invasion, by a most potent enemy, from
abroad. As to the first, you are to understand, that
for above seventy moons past there have been two
struggling parties in this empire, under the names of
Tramecksan and Slamecksan,* from the high and
low heels of their shoes, by which they distinguish
themselves. It is alleged, indeed, that the high
heels are most agreeable to our ancient constitution ;
but, however this be, his majesty has determined to
make use only of low heels in the administration of
the government, and all offices in the gift of the
crown, as you cannot but observe; and particularly
that his majesty’s imperial heels are lower, at least
by a durr, than any of his court: durris a measure
about the fourteenth part of an inch. The animo-
sities between these two parties run so high, that
they will neither eat, nor drink, nor talk with each
other. 'Wecompute the Tramecksan, orhigh heels,
to exceed us in number ; but the power is wholly on
our side. 'Weapprehend his imperial highness, the
heir to the erown, to have some tendency towards
the high heels; atleast we can plainly discover that
one of his heels is higher than the other, which gives

* High-church and low-church, or whigand tory. As every
accidental difference between man and man in person and
circumstances is by this work rendered extremely con-
temptible, so speculative differences are shown to be equally
ridiculous, when the zeal with which they are opposed and
defended too much exceeds their importance.—H.
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raised on that account, wherein one emperor lost
his life, and another his crown. These civil com-
motions were constantly fomented by the monarchs
of Blefuscu ; and when they were quelled, the exiles
always fled for refuge to that empire. Itis computed
that eleven thousand persons have at several times
suffered death, rather than submit to break their
eggs at the smaller end. Many hundred large vo-
lumes have been published upon this controversy;
but the books of the Big-endians have been long for-
bidden, and the whole party rendered incapable by
law of holding employments. During the course
of these troubles, the emperors of Blefuscu did fre-
quently expostulate by their ambassadors, accus-
ing us of making a schism in religion, by offending
against a fundamental doctrine of our great prophet
Lustrog, in the fifty-fourth chapter of the Blunde-
cral, which is their Alcoran. This, hawever, is
thought to be a mere strain upon the text; for
the words are these : that all true believers break
their eggs at the convenient end. And which is the
convenient end, seems, in my humble opinion, to
be left to every man’s conscience, or at least in the
power of the chief magistrate to determine. Now,
the Big-endian exiles have found so much credit in
the emperor of Blefuscu’s court, and so much pri-
vate assistance and encouragement from their party
here at home, that a bloody war has been carried
on between the two empires for six-and-thirty
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CHAPTER V.

THE AUTHOR, BY AN EXTRAORDINARY STRATAGEM, PRE-
YENTS AN INVASION. A HIGH TITLE OF HONOUR IS
CONFERRED UPON HIM. AMBASSADORS ARRIVE FROM
THE EMPEROR OF BLEFUSCU, AND SUE FOR PEACE.
THE EMPEROR’S APARTMENTS ON FIRE BY ACCIDENT ;
THE AUTHOR INSTRUMENTAL IN SAVING THE REST OF
THE PALACE.

Tae empire of Blefuscu is an island situated to
the north-east of Lilliput, from which it is parted
only by a channel of eight hundred yards wide. I
had not yet seen it, and upon this notice of an in-
tended invasion, I avoided appearing on that side
of the coast, for fear of being discovered by some
of the enemy’s ships, who had received no intelli-
gence of me; all intercourse between the two em-
pires having been strictly forbidden during the war,
upon pain of death, and an embargo laid by our
emperor upon all vessels whatsoever. I commu-
nicated to his majesty a project I had formed, of
seizing the enemy’s whole fleet; which, as our
scouts assured us, lay at anchor in the harbour,
ready to sail with the first fair wind. 1T consulted
the most experienced seamen upon the depth of
the channel, which they had often plumbed; who
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told me, that in the middle at high-water it was
seventy glumgluffs deep, which is about six feet of
European measure; and the rest of it fifty glum-
gluffs at most. I walked towards the north-east
coast, over-against Blefuscu; where, lying down
behind a hillock, I took out my small perspective
glass, and viewed the enemy’s fleet at anchor, con-
sisting of about fifty men of war, and a great num-
ber of transports: I then came back to my house,
and gave orders (for which I had a warrant) for a
great quantity of the strongest cable and bars of
iron. The cable was about as thick as packthread,
and the bars of the length and size of a knitting-
needle. I trebled the cable to make it stronger,
and for the same reason I twisted three of the iron
bars together, bending the extremities into a hook.
Having thus fixed fifty hooks to as many cables, I
went back to the north-east coast, and pulling off
my coat, shoes, and stockings, walked into the
sea, in my leathern jerkin, about half an hour be-
fore high water. I waded with what haste I could,
and swam in the middle about thirty yards, till I
felt ground. I arrived at the fleet in less than half
an hour. The enemy was so frightened when they
saw me, that they leaped out of their ships, and
swam to shore, where there couldnot be fewer than
thirty thousand souls: I then took my tackling,

and, fastening a hook to the hole at the prow of
each, I tied all the cords together at the end.
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While I was thus employed, the enemy discharged
several thousand arrows, many of which stuck in
my hands and face; and, beside the excessive
smart, gave me much disturbance in my work.
My greatest apprehension was for mine eyes, which
I should have infallibly lost, if I had not suddenly
thought of an expedient. 1kept, among otherlittle
necessaries, a pair of spectacles in a private pocket,
which, as I observed before, had escaped the em-
peror’s searchers. These I took out, and fastened
as strongly as I could upon my nese, and thus
armed, went on boldly with my work, in spite of
the enemy’s arrows ; many of which struck against
the glasses of my spectacles, but without any other
effect, further than a little to discompose them. I
had now fastened all the hooks, and, taking the
knot in my hand, began to pull; but not a ship
would stir, for they were all too fast held by their
anchors, so that the boldest part of my enterprise
remained. I therefore let go the cord, and leaving
the hooks fixed to the ships, I resolutely cut with
my knife the cables that fastened the anchors, re-
ceiving about two hundred shots in my face and-
hands ; then I took up the knotted endof the cables,
to which my hooks were tied, and with great ease
drew fifty of the enemy’s largest men of war after
m e.

The Blefuscudians, who had not the least ima-
_ gination of what I intended, were at first con-
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king of Lilliput!” This great ﬁrinue received me
at my landing with all possible encomiums, and
created me a nardac upon the spot, which is the
highest title of honour among them.

His majesty desired that I would take some other
opportunity of bringing all the rest of his enemy’s
ships into his ports, = And so unmeasurable is the
ambition of princes, that he seemed to think of
nothing less than reducing the whole empire of
Blefuscu into a province, and governing it by a
viceroy ; of destroying the Big-endian exiles, and
compelling that people to break the smaller end of
their eggs, by which he would remain the sole mo-
narch of the whole world. But I endeavoured to
divert him from this design, by many arguments
drawn from the topics of policy as well as justice;
and I plainly protested, ¢ that I would never be an
instrument of bringing a free and brave people into
slavery.” And, when the matter was debated in
council, the wisest part of the ministry were of my
opinion. -

This open bold declaration of mine was so op-
posite to the schemes and politics of his imperial
majesty, that he could never forgive me. Hemen-
tioned it in a very artful manner at council, where
I was told that some of the wisest appeared at least,
by their silence, to be of my opinion; but others,
who were my secret enemies, could not forbear
some expressions which by a side-wind reflected
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cellencies, to their infinite satisfaction and surprise,
I desired they would do me the honour to present
my most humble respects to the emperor their mas-
ter, the renown of whose virtues had so justly filled
the whole world with admiration, and whose royal
person I resolved to attend, before I returned to
my own country. Accordingly, the next time Ihad
the honour to see our emperor, I desired his ge-
neral licence to wait on the Blefuscudian monarch,
which he was pleased to grant me, as I could per-
ceive, in a very cold manner ; but could not guess
the reason, till I had a whisper from a certain per-
son, ¢ that Flimnap and Bolgolam had represented
my intercourse with those ambassadors as a mark
of disaffection;’ from which I am sure my heart
was wholly free. And this was the first time I
began to conceive some imperfect idea of courts
and ministers. .

It is to be observed, that these ambassadors
spoke to me by an interpreter, the languages of
both empires differing as much from each other as
any two in Europe, and each nation priding itself
upon the antiquity, beauty, and energy of their
own tongues, with an avowed contempt of that of
their neighbour; yet our emperor, standing upon
the advantage he had got by the seizure of their
fleet, obliged them to deliver their credentials, and
make their speech in the Lilliputian tongue. And
it must be confessed, that from the great inter-
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‘several of the emperor’s court, making their way
through the crowd, entreated me to come imme-
diately to the palace, where her imperial majesty’s
apartment was on fire, by the carelessness of a maid
of honour, who fell asleep while she was reading a
romance. I gotup in an instant; and orders being
given to clear the way before me, and it being like-
wise a moonshine night, I made a shift to get to the
palace without trampling on any of the people. 1
found they had already applied ladders to the walls
of the apartment, and were well provided with
buckets, but the water was at some distance. These
buckets were about the size of a large thimble, and
- the poor people supplied me with them as fast as
they could; but the flame was so violent that they
did little good. I might easily have stifled it with
my coat, which I unfortunately left behind me for
haste, andcame away onlyin a leathern jerkin. The
case seemed wholly desperate and deplorable; and
this magnificent palace would have infallibly been
burnt down to the ground, if, bya presence of mind
unusual to me, I had not suddenly thought of an
expedient. I had, the evening before, drunk plen-
tifully of a most delicious wine called glimigrim
(the Blefuscudians call it flunec, but eurs is es-
teemed the better sort), which is very diuretic. By
the luckiest chance in the world, 1 had not dis-
charged myself of any part of it. The heat I had
contracted by coming very near the flames, and by
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crimes against the state are punished here with the
utmost severity ; but if the person accused makes
his innocence plainly to appear upon his trial, the
accuser is immediately put to an ignominious death;
and out of his goods or lands the innocent person is
quadruply recompensed for the loss of his time, for
the danger he underwent, for the hardship of his im-
prisonment, and for all the charges he has been at
in making his defence. Or, if that fund be defi-
cient, it is largely supplied by the crown. The
emperor also confers on him some public mark of
his favour, and proclamation is made of his inno-
cence through the whole city.

They look upon fraud as a greater crime than
theft, and therefore seldom fail to punish it with
death; for they allege, that care and vigilance, with
a very common understanding, may preserve a
man’s goods from thieves, but honesty hasno fence
against superior cunning; and since it is necessary
that there should be a perpetual intercourse of
buying and selling, and dealing upon credit, where
fraud is permitted and connived at, or has no law
to punish it, the honest dealer is always undone,
and the knave gets the advantage. I remember,
when I was once interceding with the king for a
criminal who had wronged his master of a great
sum of money,whichhe received by order, and ran
away with; and happening to tell his majesty by
way of extenuation, that it was only a breach of
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in her left, to show she is more disposed to reward
than to punish.

In choosing persons for all employments, they
have more regard to good morals than to great abi-
lities; for, since government is necessary to man-
kind, they believe that the common size of human
understanding is fitted to some station or other;
and that Providence never intended to make the
management of public affairs a mystery to be com-
prehended only by a few persons of sublime genius,
of which there seldom are three born in an age:
but they suppose truth, justice, temperance, and
the like, to be in every man’s power; the practice
of whichvirtues, assisted by experience and a good
intention, would qualify any man for the service
of his country, except where a course of study is re-
quired. But they thought the want of moral virtues
was so far from being supplied by 5ui3eriﬂr endow-
ments of the mind, that employments could never
be put into such dangerous hands as those of per-
sons so qualified; and at least, that the mistakes
committed by ignorance, in a virtuous disposition,
would never be of such fatal consequence to the
public weal as the practices of a man, whose incli-
nations led him to be corrupt, and who had great
abilities to manage, to multiply, and defend his
corruptions.

In like manner, the disbelief of a Divine Pro-
vidence renders a man incapable of holding any







94 GULLIVER'S TRAVELS :

it, that men and women are joined together, like
other animals, by the motives of concupiscence;
and that their tenderness towards their young pro- |
ceeds from the like natural principle: for which
reason they will never allow that a child is under
any obligation to his father for begetting him, or to
his mother for bringing him into the world ; which,
considering the miseries of human life, was neither
a benefit in itself, nor intended so by his parents,
whose thoughts, in their love encounters, were
otherwise employed. Upon these and the like rea-
sonings, their opinion is, that parents are the last
of all others to be trusted with the education of their
own children; and therefore they have in ‘every
town public nurseries, where all parents, except
cottagers and labourers, are obliged to send their
infants of both sexes to be reared and educated,
when they come to the age of twenly moons, a
which time they are supposed to have some rudi
ments of docility. These schools are of severa
kinds, suited to different qualities and both sexes.
They have certain professors well skilled in prepar
ing children for sucha condition of life as befits th
rank of their parents, and their own capacities, a
well as inclinations. I shall first say something o
the male nurseries, and then of the female.

The nurseries for males of noble or eminent birth,
are provided with grave and learned professor
and their several deputies. The clothes and food o
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proportionably after the same manner; only those
designed for trades are put outapprenticesateleven
years old; whereas those of personsof quality con-
tinue in their exercises till fifteen, which answers to
twenty-one with us: but the confinement is gradu-
ally lessened for the last three years.

In the female nurseries, the young girls of quality
are educated much like the males, only they are
dressed by orderly servants of their own sex; but
always in the presence of a professor or deputy, till
they come to dress themselyes, which is at five
years old. And if it be found that these nurses
ever presume to entertain the girls with frightful or
foolish stories, or the common follies practised by
chamber-maids among us, they are publicly whipped
thrice about the city, imprisoned for a year, and
banished for life to the most desolate part of the
country. Thus the young ladies there areas much
ashamed of being cowards and fools, as the men;
and despise all personal ornaments, beyond decency
and cleanliness : neither did I perceive any differ-
ence in their education made by their difference of
sex; only that the exercises of the females were not
altogether so robust, and that some rules were
given them relating to domestic life, and a smaller
compass of learning was enjoined them: for their
maxim is, that among people of quality, a wife
should be always a reasonable and agreeable com-
panion, because she cannot always be young. When
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leg of a lark. Their geese and turkeys I usually eat
at a mouthful, and I confess they far exceed ours.
Of their smaller fowl, I could take up twenty oOr
thirty at the end of my knife.

One day his imperial majesty. being informed of
my way ofliving, desired ¢ that himself and hisroyal
consort, with the young princes of the blood of both
sexes, might have the happiness,’ as he was pleaéed
to call it, ¢ of dining with me.’ They came accord-
ingly, and I placed them in chairs of state, uponmy
table, just over against me, with their guards about
‘hem. Flimnap, the lord high treasurer, attended
there likewise with his white staff; and I observed
he often looked on me with a sour countenance,
which I would not seem t0 regard, but eat more than
usual, in honour to my dear country, as well as to
il the court with admiration. I have some private
reasons to believe, that this visit from his majesty
gave Flimnap an opportunity of doing me ill offices -
to his master. That minister had always been my
secret enemy, though he outwardly caressed me
more than was usual to the moroseness of his nature.
He vepresented to the emperor ¢ the low condition
of his treasury ; thathe was forced to take up money
at a great discount; that exchequer bills would not
- circulate under nine per cent. below par; that I had
cost his majesty above a million and a half of sprugs
(their greatest gold coin, about the bigness of a

%
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spangle) ; and, upon the whole, that it would he
adviseable in the emperor to take the first fair occa-
sion of dismissing me.’

I am here obliged to vindicate the reputation of
an excellent lady, who was an innocent ‘sufferer
- upon my account. The treasurer took a fancy to be
jealous of his wife, from the malice of some evil
tongues, who informed him that her grace had taken
- a violent affection for my person; and the court
scandal ran for some time, that she once came pri-
vately to my lodging. This I solemnly declare to
be a most infamous falsehood, without an Y grounds,
further than that her grace was pleased to treat me
with all innocent marks of freedom and friendship.
I own she came often to my house, butalways pub-
licly, nor ever without three more in the coach, who
were usually her sister and young daughter, and
some particular acquaiatance: but this was com-
mon to many other ladies of the court. And I still
appeal to my servants round, whether they at any
time saw a coach at my door, without knowing
what persons were init. On those occasions, when
a servant had given me notice, my custom was
to go immediately to the door; and, after paying
Iy respects, to take up the coach and two horses
very carefully in my hands (for, if there were six
horses, the postillion always unharnessed four), and
placed them on a table, where I had fixed a move-
able rim quite round, of five inches high, to pre-



102 GULLIVER'S TRAVELS :

vent accidents. And I have often had four coaches
and horses at once on my table, full of company,
while I sat in my chair, leaning my face towards
them; and when I was engaged with one set, the
coachmen would gently drive the others round my
table. I have passed many an afternoon very
agreeably in these conversations. But I defy the
treasurer, or his two informers (I will name them,
and let them make the best of it) Clustril and
Drunlo, to prove that any person ever came to me
incognito, except the secretary, Reldresal, who was
sent by express command of his imperial majesty,
as I have before related. I should not have dwelt
so long upon this particular, if it had not been a
point wherein the reputation of a great lady is so
nearly concerned, to saynothing of my ownj; though
I then had the honour to be a nardac, which the
treasurer himself is not; for all the world knows,
that he is only a glumglum, a title inferior by one
degree, as that of a marquis is to a duke in Eng-
land; yet I allow he preceded me in right of his
post. These false informations, which I after-
wards came to the knowledge of by an accident not
proper to mention, made the treasurer shew his
lady for some time an ill countenance, and me a
worse; and although he was at last undeceived and
reconciled to her, yet I lost all credit with him,
and found my interest decline very fast with the
emperor himself, who was, indeed, too much go-
verned by that favourite.
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trusty servant, to say I was indisposed and gone to
sleep, I fastened the door of my house, placed the
chair on the table, according to my usual custom,
and sat down by it. After the common salutations
were over, observing his lordship’s countenance full
of concern, and inquiring into the reason, he desired
¢ Iwould hear him with patience, in a matter that
highly concerned my honour and my life.” His
speech was to the following effect, for I took notes
of it as soon as he left me.

¢ You are to know,’ said he, ¢ that several com-
mittees of council have been lately called, in the
most private manner, on your account; and it is
but two days since his majesty came to a full reso-
lution.

¢ You are very sensible that Skyresh Bolgolam
(galbet, or high-admiral) has been your mortal ene-
my almost ever since your arrival. His original
reasons I know not; but his hatred is increased
since your great success against Blefuscu, by which
his glory as admiral is much obscured. This lord,
in conjunction with Flimnap the high-treasurer,
whose enmity against you is notorious on account
of his lady, Lintoc the general, Lalcon the cham-
berlain, and Balmuff the grand justiciary, have
prepared articles of impeachment against you, for
treason and other capital crimes.’

This preface made me so impatient, being con-
scious of my own merits and innocence, that I was
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you; but his majesty resolving, if possible, to spare
your life, at last brought off the chamberlain.

¢ Upon this incident, Reldresal, principal secre-
tary for private affairs, who always approved him-
self your true friend, was commanded by the em-
peror to deliver his opinion, which he accordingly
did; and therein justified the good thoughts you
have of him. He allowed your crimes to be great,
but that still there was room for mercy, the most
commendable virtue in a prince, and for which his
majesty was justly celebrated. He said, the friend-
ship between you and him were so well known to
the world, that perhaps the most honourable board
might think him partial: however, in obedience to
the command he had received, he would freely
offer his sentiments. That if his majesty, in consi-
deration of 'yuur services, and pursuant to his own
merciful disposition, would please to spare your
life, and only give orders to put out both your
eyes, he humbly conceived, that by this expedient
justice might in some measure be satisfied, and all
the world would applaud the lenity of the emperor,
as well as the fair and generous proceedings of
those who have the honour to be his counsellors.
That the loss of your eyes would be no impediment
to your bodily strength, by which you might still
be useful to his majesty : that blindness is an addi-
tion to courage, by concealing dangers from us:
that the fear you had for your eyes, was the greatest
difficulty in bringing over the enemy’s fleet; and it
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would be sufficient for you to see by the eyes of the
ministers, since the greatest princes do no more.

¢ This proposal was received with the utmostdis-
approbation by the whole board. Bolgolam the
admiral could not preserve his temper; but rising
up in a fury, said, he wondered how the secretary
durst presumé to give his opinion for preserving
the life of a traitor: that the services you had per-
formed were, by all true reasons of state, the great
aggravation of your crimes; that you, who were
able to extinguish the fire by discharge of urine in
her majesty’s apartment (which he mentioned with
horror), might, at another time, raise an inundation
by the same means, to drown the whole palace ;
and the same strength, which enabled you to bring
over the enemy’s fleet, might serve, upon the first
disecontent, to carry it back: that he had good rea-
sons to think that you were a Big-endian in your
heart; and as treason begins in the heart, before it
appears in overtacts, so he accused you as a traitor
on that account, and therefore insisted you should
be put to death.

¢ The treasurer was of the same opinion: he
showed to what straits his majesty’s revenue was
reduced by the charge of maintaining you, which
would soon grow insupportable: that the secre-
tary’s expedient of putting out your eyes, was so
far from being a remedy against this evil, that it
would probably increase it, as is manifest from the
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common practice of blinding some kind of fowls,
after which they fed the faster, and grew sooner
fat; that his sacred majesty and the council, who
are your judges, were, in their own consciences,
fully convinced of your guilt, which was a sufficient
argument to condemn you to death, without the
formal proofs required by the strict letter of the
law.*

¢ But his imperial majesty, fully determined
against capital punishment, was graciously pleased
to say, that since the council thought the loss of
your eyes too easy a censure, some other way may
be inflicted hereafter. And your friend the seecre-
tary, humbly desiring to be heard again, in answer
to what the treasurer had objected, concerning the
great charge his majesty was at in maintaining you,
said, that his excellency, who had the sole disposal
of the emperor’s revenue, might easily provide
,against that evil, by gradually lessening your es-

* There is something so odious in whatever is wrong, that
even those whom it does not subject to punishment, en-
deavour to colour it with an appearance of right ; but the
attempt is always unsuccessful, and only betrays a con-
sciousness of deformity, by showing a desire to hide it.
Thus the Lilliputian court pretended aright to dispense with
the strict letter of the law to put Gulliver to death, though
by the strict letter of the law only he could be convicted of
a crime; the intention of the statute not being to suffer the
palace rather to be burnt than pissed upon,—H.
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twenty of his majesty’s surgeons will attend, in
order to see the operation well performed, by dis-
charging very sharp-pointed arrows into the balls
of your eyes, as you lie on the ground.

¢ Ileave to your prudence what measures you
will take; and, to avoid suspicion, I must imme-
diately return, in as private a manner as I came.’

His lordship did so; and I remained alone, under
many doubts and perplexities of mind.

It was a custom introduced by this prince and
- his ministry (very different, as I have been assured,
from the practice of former times), that after the
court had decreed any cruel execution, either to
gratify the monarch’s resentment or the malice of
a favourite, the emperor always made a speech to
his whole council, expressing his great lenity and
tenderness, as qualities known and confessed by all
the world. This speech was immediately published
throughout the kingdom ; nor did any thing terrify
the people so much as those encomiums on his
majesty’s mercy : because it was observed, that the
more these praises were enlarged and insisted on,
the more inhuman was the punishment, and the
sufferer more innocent. Yet, as to myself, I must
confess, having never been designed for a courtier,
either by my birth or education, I was so ill a judge
of things, that I could not discover the lenity and
favour of this sentence, but conceived it (perhaps
erroneously) rather to be rigorous than gentle. I
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ment. But hurried on by the precipitancy of youth,
and having his imperial majesty’s licence to pay
‘my attendance upon the emperor of Blefuscu, I took
this opportunity, before the three days were elapsed,
to send a letter to my friend the secretary, signify-
ing my resolution of setting out that morning for
Blefuscu, pursuant to the leave I had got; and,
without waiting for an answer, I went to that side of
the island where our fleet lay. I seized a large man
of war, tied a cable to the prow, and, lifting up the
anchors, I stripped myself, put my clothes (toge-
ther with my coverlet, which I carried under my
arm) into the vessel, and, drawing it after me, be-
tween wading and swimming, arrived at the royal
port of Blefuscu, where the people had long expected
me : they lent me two guides to direct me to the
capital city, which is of the same name. Theldthem
in my hands, till I came within two hundred yards
of the gate, and desired them to ¢ signify my ar-
rival to one of the secretaries, and let him know, I
there waited his majesty’s command.” I had an
answer in about an hiour, ¢that his majesty, attended
by the royal family and great officers of the court,
was coming out to receive me.” I advanced a
hundred yards. The emperor and his train alighted
from their horses, the empress and ladies from their
coaches, and I did not perceive they were in any
fright or concern. I lay on the ground to kiss his
majesty’s and the empress’s hands. I told his ma-
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shoes and stockings, and, wading two or three hun-
dred yards, I found the object to approach nearer
by force of the tide: and then plainly saw it to be a
real boat, which I supposed might by some tempest
have been driven from a ship : whereupon I returned
immediately towards the 'citjf, and desired his im-
perial majesty to lend me twenty of the taklest ves-
sels he had left, after the loss of his fleet, and three
thousand seamen, under the command of his vice-
admiral. This fleet sailed round, while I went
back the shortest way to the coast, where I first dis-
covered the boal. 1T found the tide had driven it
still nearer. The seamen were all provided with
cordage, which I had beforehand twisted to a suffi-
cient strength.

When the ships came up, I stripped myself,
and waded till I came within a hundred yards
of the boat, after which I was forced to swim till
I got up to it. The seamen threw me the end of
the cord, which I fastened to a hole in the fore-part
of the boat, and the other end to a man of war; but
I found all my labour to little purpose; for, being
out of my depth, I was not able to work. In this
necessity I was forced to swim behind, and push
the boat forward, as often as I could, with one of
my hands; and the tide favouring me, I advanced
so far that I could just hold up my chin and feel the
ground. I rested two or three minutes, and then
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:éare the boat another shove, and so on, till the sea
was no higher than my arm-pits; and now the most
laborious part being over, I took out my other
cables, which were stowed in one of the ships, and
fastened them first to the boat, and then to nine of
the vessels which attended me; the wind being fa-
vourable, the seamen towed, and I shoved until we
arrived within forty yards of the shore ; and waiting
till the tide was out, I got dry to the boat, and by
the assistance of two thousand men, with ropes and
engines, I made a shift to turn it on its bottom, and
found it was but little damaged.

I shall not trouble the reader with the difficulties
I was under, by the help of certain paddles, which
cost me ten days making, to get my boat to the
royal port of Blefuscu, where a mighty concourse of
people appeared upon my arrival, full of wonder at
the sight of so prodigious a vessel. T told the em-
peror, ¢ that my good fortune had thrown this boat
in my way, to carry me to some place whence I
might return into my native country ; and begged
his majesty’s orders for getting materials to fit
it up, together with his licence to depart;’ which,
after some kind expostulations, he was pleased to
grant.

I did very much wonder, in all this time, not to
have heard* of any express relating to me from our
emperor to the court of Blefuscu. But I was after-
ward given privately to understand, that his impe-

" .
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rial majesty, never imagining that T had the leas
notice of his designs, believed I was only gone t
Blefuscu in performance of my promise, accordin
to the licence he had given me, which was wel
known at our eourt, and would return in a few days
when the ceremony was ended. But he was at la
in pain at my long absence; and after consultin
with the treasurer and the rest of that cabal, a per
son of quality was dispatched with the copy of th
articles against me. This envoy had instructions tc
represent to the monarch of Blefuscu, ¢the grea
lenity of his master, whe was content to punis
me no further than with the loss of mine eyes: tha
I had fled from justice; and if I did not return in
two hours, I should be deprifed of my title of rax
dac, and declared a traitor.” The envoy further
added, ¢ that in order to maintain the peace and
amity between both empires, his master expected
that his brother of Blefuscu would give orders to
have me sent back to Lilliput, bound hand and foot,
to be punished as a traitor.”

The emperor of Blefuscu, having taken three days
to consult, returned an answer, consisting of many
civilities and excuses. He said, ¢ that as for send-
ing me bound, his brother knew it was impossible;

* <1 did very much wonder not to have heard,’ ete. This
sentence is ungrammatical ; itshould have been, ¢ Idid very
much wonder, in all this time, at not having heard of any
express,” etc,—S.
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the court, impatient to have me gone, very readily
contributed. Fivehundred workmen were employed
to make two sails to my boat, according to my di-
rections, by quilting thirteen folds of their strongest
linen together. I was at the pains of making ropes
and cables, by twisting ten, twenty, or thirty of the
thickest and strongest of theirs. A great stone tha
I happened to find, after a long search, by the sea-
shore, served me for'an anchor. I had the tallow
of three hundred cows for greasing my boat an
other uses. I was at incredible pains in cutting
down some of the largest timber-trees for oars and
masts, wherein I was, however, much assisted by
his majesty’s ship-carpenters, who helped me in
smoothing them, after I had done the rough work.

In about a month, when all was prepared, I sen
to receive his majesty’s commands, and to take m
leave. The emperor and royal family came out o
the palace; I lay down on my face to kiss hishand,
which he very graciously gave me; so did the em
press and young princes of the blood. His majest
presented me with fifty purses of two hundre
sprugs a-piece, together with his picture at ful
length, which I put immediately into one of m
gloves, to keep it from being hurt. The ceremonies
at my departure were too many to trouble the reade
with at this time.

I stored the boat with the carcases of a hundre
oxen, and three hundred sheep, with bread anm
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sible, one of those islands which I had reason to
believe lay to the north-east of Van Diemen’s Land.
I discovered nothing all that day; but upon the
next, about three in the afternoon, when I had by
computation made twenty-four leagues from Ble-
fuscu, I descried a sail steering to the south-east;
~ my course was due east. I hailed her, but could
get no answer ; yet I found'I gained upon her, for
the wind slackened. I made all the sail I could,
and in half an-hour she espied me, then hung
out her ancient, and discharged a gun. It is not
easy to express the joy I was in, upon the unex-
pected hope of once more seeing my beloved coun-
try, and the dear pledges I left in it. The ship
slackened her sails, and I came up with herbetween
five and six in the evening, September 26 ; but my
heart leapt within me to see her English colours.
I put my cows and sheep into my coat pockets, and
got on board with all my little cargo of provisions.
The vessel was an English merchantman, returning
from Japan by the North and South Seas ; the cap-
tain, Mr. John Biddel, of Deptford, a very civil man,
and an excellent sailor. 'We were now in the lati-
‘tude of 30 degrees south; there were about fi
men in the ship ; and here T met an old comrade o
mine, one Peter Williams,;who gave me a good cha
racter to the eaptain. This gentleman treated m
with kindness, and desired I would let him know
what place I came from last, and whither I w
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made a considerable profit by shewing my cattle to
many persons of quality and others: and before I
began my second voyage, I sold them for six hun-
dred pounds. Since my lastreturn, I find the hreed
is considerably increased, especially the sheep,
which I hope will prove much to the advantage of
the woollen manufacture, by the fineness of the
fleeces.

I staid but two months with my wife and family ;
tor my insatiable desire of seeing foreign countries
would suffer me to continue nolonger. I left fifteen
hundred pounds with my wife, and fixed her in a
good house at Redriff. = My remaining stock I car-
ried with me, part in money and part in goods, in
hopes to improve my fortunes. My eldest uncle
John had left me an estate in land, near Epping, of
about thirty pounds a-year; and I had a long lease
of the Black Bull, in Fetter-Lane, which yieldedme
as much more ; so that I was not in any danger of
leaving my family upon the parish. My son Johnny,
named so after his uncle, was at the grammar-
school, and a towardly child. My daughter Betty
(who isnow well married and has children) was then
at her needle-work. I took leave of my wife, and
boy and girl, with tears on both sides, and went on
board the Adventure, a merchant-ship of three bun-
dred tons, bound for Surat, Captain John Nicholas,
of Liverpool, commander. But my account of this
voyage must be referred to the second part of my

travels.
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tered there: for the captain falling sick of an ague,
we could not leave the Cape till the end of March.
We then set sail, and had a good voyage till we passed
the Straits of Madagascar; but having got north-
ward of that island, and to about five degrees south
latitude, the winds, which in those seas are observed
to blow a constant equal gale between the north and
west, from the beginning of December to the begin-
ning of May, on the 19th of April began to blow
with much greater violence, and more westerly than
usual, continuing so for twenty days together: dur-
ing which time, we were driven a little to the east
of the Molucca Islands, and about three degrees
northward of the line, as our captain found by an
ohservation he took the 2d of May, at which time
the wind ceased, and it was a perfect calm, whereat
I was not a little rejoiced. But he being a man
well experienced in the navigation of those seas, bid
us all prepare against a storm, which accnrﬂiﬁgly
happened the day following: for the southern wind,
called the southern monsoon, began to set in. =
Finding it was likely to overblow, we took in our
sprit-sail, and stood by to hand the fore-sail ; but,
making foul weather, we looked the guns were all
fast, and handed the mizen. ~The ship lay very broad
off, so we thought it better spooning before the sea,
than trying or hulling. 'We reefed the fore-sail and
set him, and hauled aft the fore-sheet; the helm
was hard a-weather, The ship wore bravely. We
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rather than turn more northerly, which might have |
brought us to the north-west part of Great Tartary,
and into the Frozen Sea. |

On the 16th of June, 1703, aboy on the top-mast
discovered land. Onthe 17th, we came in full view
of a great island, or continent (for we knew not
whether); on the south side whereof was a small
neck of land jutting out into the sea, and a creck
too shallow to hold a ship of above one hundred
tons. We cast anchor within a league of this creek,
and our captain sent a dozen of his men well armed
in thelong-boat, with vessels for water, if any could
be found. I desired his leave to go with them, that
I might see the country, and make what discoveries
I could. When we came to land, we saw no river
or spring, nor any sign of inhabitants. Our men
therefore wandered on the shore to find out some
fresh water near the sea, and I walked alone about
a mile on the other side, where I observed the
country all barren and rocky. I now began to be
weary, and seeing nothing to entertain my curiosity,
I returned gently down towards the creek ; and the
sea being full in my view, I saw our men alread
got into the boat, and rowing for life to the ship.
I was going to holla after them, although it ha
been to little purpose, when I observed a huge crea
ture walking after them in the sea, as fast as h
could: he waded not much deeper than his knees
and took prodigious strides: but our men had th
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appeared as tall as an ordinary spire steeple, and
took about ten yards at every stride, as nearas I
could guess. I was struck with the utmost asto-
nishment, and ran to hide myself in the corn,
whence I saw him at the top of the stile looking
back into the nextfield on the right hand, and heard
‘him call in a voice many degrees louder than a speak-
ing-trumpet ; but the noise was so high in the air,
that at first I certainly thought it was thunder.
Whereupon seven monsters, like himself, came to-
wards him with reaping-hooks in their hands, each
hook about the largeness of six scythes. These peo-
ple were not so well clad as the first, whose servants
or labourers they seemed to be; for, upon some
words he spoke, they went to reap the corn in the
field where I lay. Ikeptfrom them at as great a dis-
tance as I could, but was forced to move with ex-
treme difficulty, for the stalks of the corn were some-
times not above a foot distant, so that I could hardly
squeeze my body betwixt them. However, I made
a shift to go forward, till T came to a part of the
field where the corn had been laid by the rain and
wind. Here it was impossible for me to advance a
sigp; forthe stalks were so interwoven, that I could
not creep throu gh, and the beards of the fallen ears
50 strong and pointed, that they pierced through
my clothes into my flesh. At the same time Iheard
the reapers not above a hundred yards behind me.
Being quite dispirited with toil, and wholly overs
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be equally overmatched in some distant part ¢ the
world, whereof we have yet no discovery.

Scared and confounded as I was, I could not for-
bear going on with these reflections, when one of
the reapers, approaching within ten yards of the
ridge where I lay, made meé apprehend that with
the next step Ishould be squashed to death underhis
foot, orcutin two with his reaping-hook. And there-
fore, when he was again about to move, I screamed
as loud as fear could make me : whereupon the huge
creature strode short, and, looking round about
under him for some time, at last espied me as I lay
on the ground. He considered a while, with the
caution of one who endeavoursto lay hold on a small
dangerous animal in such a manner that it shall not
he able eithertoscratch or bite him, as I myself have
sometimes done with a weasel in England. Atlength
he ventured to take me behind, by the middle, be-
tween his fore-finger and thumb, and brought me
within three yards of his eyes, that he might behold
my shape more perfectly. I guessed his meaning,
and my good fortune gave me so much presence of
mind, that I resolved not to struggle in the least as
he held me in the air above sixty feet from the
eround, although he grievously pinched my sides,
for fear I should slip through his fingers. AllI
ventured was to raise mine eyes towards the sum,
and place my hands together in a supplicating pos-
ture, and to speak some words in an humble melan-
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be some kind of covering that nature had given me.

He blew my hairs aside to take a better view of my
face. He called his hinds about him, and asked
them, as I afterwards learned, ¢whether they had
ever seen in the fields any little ereature that re=
sembled me?’ He then placed me softly on the
ground upon all fours, but I got immediately up,
and walked slowly backward and forward, to let
those people see I had no intent to run away: They
all sat down in a circle about me, the better to ob-
serve my motions. I pulled off my hat, and made
. low bow towards the farmer. I fell onmy knees;
and lifted up my hands and eyes, and spoke severa
words as loud as T could: Itook a purse of gold ou
of my pocket, and humbly presented it to him. He
Leceived it on the palm of his hand, then applied 1
close to his eye to see what it was, and afterwar

tirned it several times with the pointofa pin (whicl
he took out of his sleeve), but could make nothin
of it.  Whereupon I made a sign that he shoul
placehis hand on the ground. Ithen took the purse
and, opening it, poured all the gold into his palm
There were six Spanish pieces of four pistoles each
beside twenty or thirty smaller coins. I saw hi

wet the tip of his little finger upon his tongue, an
take up one of my largest pieces, and then another
but he seemed to be wholly ignorant what they were
He made me a sign to put them again into my purs
and the purse again into my pocket, which, afte
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man), in a dish of about four-and-twenty feet dia~
meter. The company were, the farmer and his
wife, three children, and an old grandmother. When
they were sat down, the farmer placed me at some
distance from him on the table, which was thirty
feet high from the floor. T was in a terrible fright,
and kept as far as I could from the edge, for fear of
falling. The wife minced a bit of meat, then
crumbled some b ead on a trencher, and placed it
before me. I made her a low bow, took out my
knife and fork, and fell to eat, which gave them
exceeding delight. The mistress sent her maid for
a small dram cup, which held about two gallons,
and filled it with drink ; I took up the vessel with
much difficulty in both hands, and in a most re-
spectful manner drank to her Iad‘y‘ﬁhip’s health,
expressing the words as loud as I could in English,
which made the company laugh so heartily, that I
was almost deafened with the noise. This liquor
tasted like a small cider, and was not unpleasant.
Then the master made me a sign to come to his
trencher side ; but as I walked on the table, being
in great surprise all the time, as the indulgent
reader will easily conceive and excuse, I happened
to stumble against a crust, and fell flat on my face,
but received no hurt. I got up immediately, and
observing the good people to be in much concern, I
took my hat (which I held under my arm, out of
good manners), and waying it over my head, made
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me, though I stood at the further end of the table,
above fifty feet off ; and although my mistress held
her fast, for fear she might give a spring, and seize.
me in her talons. Bat it happened there was no
danger; for the cat took not the least notice of me,

when my master placed me within three yards of
her. And as I have been always told, and found
true by experience in my travels, that flying or dis-'
covering fear before a fierce animal, is a certain way
to make it pursue or attack you, so I resolved, in

this dangerous juncture, to show no manner of con-
cern. I walked with intrepidity five or six times

before the very head of the cat, and came within
half a yard of her; whereupon she drew herself
back as if she were more afraid of me: I had less
apprehension concerning the dogs, whereof three or
four came into the room as it is usual in farmers’

houses; one of which was a mastiff, equal in bulk
tofour elephants, and a greyhound, somewhat taller
than the mastiff but not so large. v

When dinner was almost done, the nurse came

in with a child of a year old in her arms, who im-

mediately espied me, and began a squall that you

might have heard from London-bridge to Chelsea,
after the usual oratory of infants, to get me for a

plaything. The mother, out of pure indulgence,

took me up, and put me towards the child, who
presently seized me by the middle, and got my head
into his mouth, where I roared so loud that the
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timate friend of mine, he said that my face appeared
much fairer and smoother when he looked on me
from the ground, than it did upon a nearer view,
when I took him up in my hand and brought him
close, which he confessed was at first a very shock-
ing sight. He said, ¢ he could discover great holes
immy skins; that the stumps of my beard were ten
times stronger than the bristles of a boar, and my
complexion made up of several colours altogether
disagreeable:’ although I must beg leave to say for
myself, that I am as fair as most of my sex and
country, and very little sun-burnt by all my travels.
On the other side, discoursing of the ladies in that
emperor’s court, he used to tell me, one had freckles,
another too wide a mouth, a third too large a nose;
nothing of which I was able to distinguish. I con-
fess this reflection was obvious enough, which, how-
ever, I could not forbear, lest the reader might
think those vast creatures were actually deformed ;
for I must do them the justice to say, they are a
comely race of people; and particularly the features
of my master’s countenance, although he were but
afarmer, when I beheld him from the height of sixty
feet, appeared very well proportioned.

When dinner was done, my master went out to
his labourers, and as I could discover by his voice
and gesture, gave his wife a strict charge to take
care of me. I was very much tired, and disposed
to sleep, which my mistress perceiving, she put me
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_escape, but not without one good wound on the back,
which I gave him as he fled, and made the bloo
run trickling from him. After this exploit, I walke
gently to and fro on the bed, to recover my breath
and loss of spirits. These creatures were of the siz
of a large mastiff, but infinitely more nimble an'-
fierce; so that if I had taken off my belt before
went to sleep, I must have infallibly been torn t¢
pieces and devoured. I measured the tail of th
dead rat, and found it to be two yards long, wantin
an inch; but it went against my stomach to dra
the carcase off the bed, where it lay still bleeding;
I observed it had yet some life, but with a stron
slash across the neck, I thoroughly dispatched it. -
Soon after my mistress came into the room, w
seeing me all bloody, ran and took me up in he
hand. I pointed to the dead rat, smiling, an
making other signs to shew I was nothurt; where
she was extremely rejoiced, calling the maid to tak
up the dead rat with a pair of tongs, and throw i
out of the window. Then she set me on a table
where 1 showed her my hanger all bloody, an
wiping it on the lappet of my coat, returned it t
the scabbard. I was pressed to do more than on
thing which another could not do for me, and ther
fore endeayoured to make my mistress understan
that I desired to be set down on the floor; whic
after she had done, my bashfulness would not suffe
me to express myself farther than by pointing to th
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CHAPTER II.

A DESCRIPTION OF THE FARMER’S m CHTER. THE AUTHO
CARRIED TO A MARKET-TOWN, AND THEN TO THE ME
TROPOLIS. THE PARTICULARS OF ms JOURNEY.

My mistress had a daughter of nine years old,
child of towardly parts for her age, very dexterou
at her needle, and skilful in dressing her baby.
Her mother and she contrived to fit up the baby’
cradle for me against night: the cradle was put int
a small drawer of a cabinet, and the drawer place
upon a hanging-shelf for fear of the rats. ~ This wa
my bed all the time I staid with those people,
though made more convenientbydegrees, as I bega
to learn their language and make my wants known.
This young girl was so handy, that after I had onc
or twice pulled off my clothes before her, she wa
able to dress and undress me, though I never gav
her that trouble when she would let me do eithe
myself. She made me seven shirts,and some othe
linen, of as fine cloth as could be got, which indeed
was coarser than sackcloth; and these she con-
stantly washed for me with her own hands. ~ She
was likewise my school-mistress, to teach me the
language: when I pointed to any thing, she told
me the name of it in her own tongue, so that in a
few days I was able to call for whatever I had
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purpose to inquire into the truth of this story. I
was immediately produced, and placed upon a table,
where I walked as I was commanded, drew my
hanger, putit up again, made my reverence to my
master’s guest, asked him in his own language how
he did, and told him /e was welcome, just as my
little nurse bhad instructed me. This man, who was
old and dim-sighted, put on his spectacles to behold
me better; at which I could not forbear laughing
very heartily, for his eyes appeared like the full
moon shining intoa chamber at two windows. Our
people, who discovered the cause of my mirth, bore
me companyein laughing, at which the old fellow
was fool enough to be angry and out of countenance.
He had the character of a great miser; and, to my
misfortune, he well deserved it, by the cursed advice
he gave my master, to show me as a sight upon a
market-day in the next town, which was half an
hour’s riding, about two-and-twenty miles from our
house. I guessed there was some mischief con-
triving, when I observed my master and his friend
whispering long together, sometimes pointing at
me; and my fears made me fancy that I overheard
and understood some of their words. But the next
morning Glumdalclitch, my little nurse, told me the
whole matter, which she had cunningly picked out
from her mother. The poor girl laid me on her
bosom, and fell a weeping with shame and grief.

She apprehended some mischief would happen to
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on. However, I was terribly shaken and discom-
posed in this journey, though it were* but of half an
hour; for the horse went about forty fect at every
step, and trotted so high, that the agitation was
equal to the rising and falling of a ship in a great
-storm, but much more frequent. Our journey was
somewhat further than from Londonto St. Alban’s.
My master alighted at an inn which he used to fre-
quent; and after consulting awhile with the inn-
keeper, and making some necessary preparations,
he hired the gulirud, or crier, to give notice through
the town of a strange creature to he seen at the sign
of the Green Eagle, not so big as a splacnuck (an
animal in that country, very finely shaped, about six
feet long), and in every part of the hody resembling
a human creature, could speak several words, and
perform a hundred diverting tricks. |
I was placed upon a table in the largest room;of
the inn, which might be near three hundred feet
square. My little nurse stood on a low stool ¢lose
to the table to take care of me, and direet what }
should do. My master, to avoid a crewd, would
suffer only thirty people at a time to see me. I
walked about on the table as the girl commanded ::
she asked me questions, as far as she knew my
understanding of the language reached, and I an-

_ : M i

* The Issub],m:u:txw mood is Jmpmperly nsed here, it should

have been the indicative, ¢ though it was,’ mstead of *thm:gh
itwere.’—S8S. |
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mean time he prepared a more convenient vehicle
for me, which he had reason enough to doj for I
was so tired with my first journey, and with en-
tertaining company for eight hours together, that I
could hardly stand upon my legs, or speak a word.
It was at least three days before I recovered my
strength; and that I might have no rest at home,
all the neighbouring gentlemen from a hundred
miles round, hearing of my fame, came to see me
at my master’s own house. There could not be
fewer than thirty persons with their wives and
children (for the country is very populous); and
my master demanded the rate of a full room when- |
ever he showed me at home, although it were only
to a single family ; so that for some time I had but |
little ease every day of the week (except Wednes-
day, which is their sabbath), although I were not
carried to the town. '

My master, finding how profitable I was likely
tobe, resolved to carry me to the most considerable
cities of the kingdom. Having therefore provided
himself with all things necessary for a long journey,
and settled his affairs at home, he took leave of his
wife, and upon the 17th of August, 1703, about
two months after my arrival, we set out for the
metropolis, situate near the middle of that empire,
~and about three thousand miles distance from our
house. My master made his daughter Glumdal-
clitch ride behind him. She carried me on her lap,
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towards me, after I was set on the table, which I
embraced in both my arms, and put the tip of it
with the utmost respect to my lips. She made me
some general questions about my country and my
travels, which I answered as distinctly and in as
few worlds as I could. She asked, ¢ whether I
would be content to live at court?” T bowed down
to the board of the table, and humbly answered,
¢ that I was my master’s slave: but, if I were at my
own disposal, I should be proud to devote my life
to her majesty’s service.” She then asked my
master, ¢ whether he was willing to sell me at a
good price? He, who apprehended I could not
live a month, was ready enough to part with me,
and demanded a thousand pieces of gold, which
were ordered him on the spot, each piece being
about the bigness of eight hundred moidores ; but
allowing for the proportion of all things between
that country and Europe, and the high price of gold
among them, was hardly so great a sum as a thou-
sand guineas would be in England. 1T then said to
the queen, ‘since I was now her majesty’s most
humble creature and vassal, I must beg the favour,
that Glumdalclitch, who had always tended me
with so much care and kindness, and understood
to do it so well, might be admitted into her service,
and continue to be my nurse and instructor.”
Her majesty agreed to my petition, and easily
got the farmer’s consent, who was glad enough to
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great improprieties and hesitation. The latter part
was altogether framed in the style peculiar to that
people, whereofI learned some phrases from Glum-
dalelitch, while she was carrying me to court.

The queen, giving great allowance for my de-
fectiveness in speaking, was, however, surprised
as so much wit and good sense in so diminutive
an animal. She took me in her own hand, and
carried me to the king, who was then retired to his
cabinet. His majesty, a prince of much gravity
and austere countenance, not well observing my
shape at first view, asked the queen after a cold
manner, ‘how long it was since she grew fond of
a splacnuck ?° for such it seems he took me to be,
as I lay upon my breast in her majesty’s right
hand. But this princess, who has an infinite deal
of wit and humour, set me gently on my feet upon
the scrutoire, and commanded me 1o give his ma-
jesty an account of myself, which I did in a very
few words; and Glumdalelitch, who attended at
the cabinet door, and could not endure I should be
out of her sight, being admitted, confirmed all that
had passed from my arrival at her father’s house. -

The king, although he be as learned a person as
any in his dominions, had been educated in the
study of philosophy, and particularly mathematics ;
yet when he observed my shape exactly, and saw
me walk erect, before I began to speak, conceived
I might be a piece of clock-work (which is in that
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others, too nimble, they could not imagine how I
should be able to support myself, unless I fed upon
snails ‘and other insects, which they offered, by
many learned arguments, to evince that I could not
possibly do.* One of these virtuosi seemed to think
that I might be an embryo, or abortive birth. But
this opinion was rejected by the other two, who
observed my limbs to be perfect and finished ; and
that I had lived several years, as it was manifest
from my beard, the stumps whereof they plainly
discovered through amagnifying-glass. They would
not allow me to be a dwarf, because my littleness
was beyond all degrees of comparison; for the
queen’s favourite dwarf, the smallest ever known in
that kingdom, was near thirty feet high. After
much debate, they concluded unanimously, that I
was only relplum scalcath, which is interpreted
literally luswus nature; a determination exactly
agreeable to the modern philosophy of Europe,
whose professors, disdaining the old evasion of occult
causes, whereby the followers of Aristotle endea-
voured in vain to disguise their ignorance, having
invented this wonderful solution of all difficul-

* By this reasoning the author probably intended to ridi-
cule the pride of those philosophers, who have thought fit
to arraign the wisdom of Providence in the creation and
government of the world; whose cavils are specious, like
those of the Brobdingnagian sages, only in proportion tothe
gnorance of those to whom they are proposed.—IH,
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for each other. A convenient ﬁpqrtment ‘was pro-
vided for her at court: she had a sort of governes:
appointed to take care of her education, a maid t
‘dress her, and two other servants for menial offices ;
butthe care of me was wholly appropriated to her
self. The queen commanded her own cabinet
maker to contrive a box, that might serve me for
hed-chamber, after the model that Glumdalelite
and I should agree upon. This man was a mos
ingenious artist, and according to my directions i
three weeks finished for me a wooden chamber o
sixteen feet square and twelve high, with sasl
windows, a door, and two closets, like a Londo
bed-chamber. The board that made the ceilin
was to be lifted up and down by two hinges, to pu
in a bed ready-furnished by her majesty’s uphol
sterer, which Glumdalelitch took out every day t
air, made it with her own hands, and letting it dow
atnight, locked up the roof over me. A nice work
man, who was famous for little curiosities, under
took to make me two chairs, with backs and frames
of a substance not unlike ivory, and two tables
with a cabinet to put my things in. The room wa
quilted on all sides, as well as the floor and the ceil
ing, to prevent any accident from the carelessness o
those who carried me, and to break the force of
jolt when I went in a coach. I desired a lock fol
my door, to prevent rats and mice from coming in
The smith, after several attemps, made the smalles
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at onemouthful, as much as a dozen English farmer

could eat at a meal, which to me was for some time
a very nauseous sight.* She would craunch the
wing of a lark, bones and all, between her teeth,
although it were nine times as large as that of a full
grown turkey ; and put a bit of bread in her mouth,
as big as two twelve-penny loaves, She drank out
of a golden cup, above a hogshead at a draught.
Her knives were twice as long as a scythe, set
straight upon the handle. The spoons, forks, and
other instruments were all in the same proportion.
I remember when Glumdalclitch carried me, out
of curiosity, tosee some of the tables at court, where
ten or a dozen of those enormous knives and forks
were lifted up together, I thought I had never till
then beheld so terrible a sight.

* Among other dreadful and disgusting images which cus-
tom has rendered familiar, are those which arise from eating
animal food : he who has ever turned with abhorrence from
the skeleton of a beast which has been picked whole by
birds or vermin, must confess that habit only could have
enabled him to endure the sight of the mangled bones and
flesh of a dead carcase which every day cover his table:
and he who reflects on the number of lives that have been
sacrificed to sustain his own, should inquire by what the
account has been balanced, and whether his life is become
proportionably of more value by the exercise of virtue and
piety, by the superior happiness which he has communi-
cated to reasonable beings, and by the glory which his in-
tellect has ascribed to God.—H.
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they call houses and cities ; they make a figure i
dress and equipage; they love, they ?ﬁght,"-the.
dispute, they cheat, they betray. And thus
¢ontinued on, while my colour came and wen
several times with indignation, to hear our noble
country, the mistress of arts and arms, the scourg:
of France, the arbitress of Europe, the seat of vir-
tue, piety, honouf:and truth, the pride and emrjf 0
the world, so contemptuously treated.

But as I was not in a condition to resent injuries
so upon mature thoughts I began to doubt whethe
I was injured or no.* For, after having been a
customed several months to the sight and conver
of this people, and observed every object upon whic
I cast mine eyes to be of proportionable magnitude;
the horror I had at first conceived from their bulk
and aspect was so far worn off, that if I had then
beheld a company of English lords and ladies in
their finery and birth-day clothes, acting their se
veral parts in the most courtly manner of stratting,
and bowing, and prating, to say the truth, I should
have been strongly tempted to laugh as much at

* ¢ Whether I was injured or no.’—This vulgar and un-
grammatical mode of expression has become almost uni-
versal, but instead of ¢mno,’ the participle ¢ not’ should be
used. The absurdity of the former will appear by only re-
peating the word to which it refers, and annexing it to ity
as thus—¢ yyhether I yere injured, or no injured,’ whereas,
‘ whether I were injured, or not injured,’ is good gramf
mar,—S.,
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very hard with me; for Glumdalclitch in that in-
stant happened to be at the other end of the room,
and the queen was in such a fright, that she wanted
presence of mind to assist me. But my little nurse
ran to my relief, and took me out, after I had swal
lowed above a quart of eream. I was put to bed;
however, I received no other damage than the los
of a suit of clothes, which was utterly spoiled. Th
dwarf was soundly whipped, and as a farther pu-
nishment forced to drink up the bowl of cream intc
which he had thrown me: neither was he ever re-
stored to favour; for soon after the queen bestowe
him on a lady of high quality, so that I saw him n
more, to my very great satisfaction; for I coul
not tell to what extremity such a malicious urchi
might have carried his resentment.

He had before served me a scurvy trick, whi
set the queen a laughing, although at the same tim
she was heartily vexed, and would have imme
diately cashiered him, if I had not been so genero
as to intercede. Her majesty had taken a marrow
bone upon her plate, and after knocking out th
marrow, placed the bone again in the dish erect, asi
stood before ; the dwarf, watching his opportunity
while Glumdalclitch was gone to the sideboard
mounted the stool that she stood on to take care
me at meals, took me up in both hands, an
squeezing my legs together, wedged them into th
marrow-bone above my waist, where I stuck fo
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of the dwarf to catch a number of these insects
his hand, as schoolboys do ameng us, and let the
out suddenly under my nose, on purpose to frighte
me, and divert the queen. My remedy was to ¢
~ them in pieces with my knife, as they flew in th
air, wherein my dexterity was much admired.
I remember, one morning, when Glumdalclite
had set me in a box upon a window, as she usuall
did in fair days to give me air (for I durst not ve
ture to let the box be hung on a nail out of th
window, as we do with cagesin England), after Tha
lifted up one of my sashes, and sat down at m
table to eat a piece of sweet cake for my breakfas
sbove twenty wasps, allured by the smell, ca
flying into the room humming louder than t
drones of as many bagpipes. Some of them seiz
my cake and carried it piece-meal away; others fle
about my head and face, confounding me with
noise, and putting me in the utmost terror of the
stings. However, I had the courage to rise an
draw my hanger, and attack them in the air.
dispatched four of them, but the rest got away, an
I presently shut my window. These insects we
as large as partridges: I took out their stings, foun
{hem an inch and a halflong, and as sharp as needle
I carefully preserved them all; and having sin
<hown them, with some other curiosities, in sever:
parts of Europe, upon my return to England I ga
three of them to Gresham College and kept
fourth for myself. |
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north-eastby aridge of mountains thirty miles high,
which are altogether impassable, by reason of the
volcanoes uponthe tops: neither do the most learned
know what sort of mortals inhabit beyond those,
mountains, or whether they be inhabited at all. On
the three other sides it is bounded by the ocean.
There is not a seaport in the whole kingdom ; and
those parts of the coast into which the rivers issue,
are so full of pointed rocks, and the sea generally
sorough,that there is no venturing with the smallest
of their boats; so that these people are wholly ex-~
cluded from any commerce with the rest of the
world. ~ But the large rivers are full of vessels, and
abound with excellent fish; for they seldom get
any from the sea, because the sea-fish are of the
same size with those in Europe, and consequently
not worth catching; whereby it is manifest, that
nature, in the production of plants and animals of |
s0 extraordinary a bulk, is wholly confined to this
continent, of which I leave the reasons to be deter-
mined by philosophers. However, now and then
they take a whale that happens to be dashed
against the rocks, which the common people feed
on heartily. These whales I have known so large
that a man could hardly carry one upon his shoul-
ders; and sometipes, for curiosity, theyare brought
in hampers to Lorbrulgrud: Isaw one of them in_
2 dish at the king’s table, which passed for a rarity,®
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the houses and the people, as we passed along the
streets. I reckoned our coach to be about a square
of Westminster-hall, but not altogether so high:
however, I cannot be very exact. One day the
governess ordered our coachman to stop at several
shops, where the beggars, watching their opportu-
nity, crowded to the sides of the coach, and gave
me the most horrible spectacle that ever a European
eye beheld. There was a woman with a cancer in
herbreast, swelled to a monstrous size, full of holes,
in two or three of which I could easily have crept,
and covered my whole body. There was a felluw
with a wen in his neck larger than five wuulpauka :
and another with a couple of wooden legs, each
about twenty feet high. But the most hateful sight
of all, was the lice crawling on their clothes. I
could see distinctly the limbs of these vermin with
my naked eye, much better than those of an Euro-
pean louse through a microscope, and their snouts
with which they rooted like swine. They were the
first I had ever beheld, and I should have been
curious enough to dissect one of them, if I had had
proper instruments, which I unluckily left behind
me in the ship, although, indeed, the sight was so
nauseous that it perfectly turned my stomach.
Beside the large box in which I was usually car-
ried, the queen ordered a smaller one to be IIld{IE 4
for me, of about twelve feet square, and ten hlgh,ﬁ}
for the convenience of travelling; because the nlhe@._
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to sea-voyages, those motions, although sometimes
very violent, did not much discompose me.

‘Whenever I had a mind to see the town, it was
always in my travelling-closet ; which Glumdal-
clitch held in her lap in a kind of open sedan, after
the fashion of the country, borne by four men, and
attended by two others in the queen’s livery. The
people, who had often heard of me, were very
curious to erowd about the sedan, and the girl was
complaisant enough to make the bearers stop, and,
to take me in her hand that I might be more con-
veniently seen. tla

I was very desirous to see the chief temple, and
particularly the tower belonging to it, which is
reckoned the highest in the kingdom. Aecordingly
one day my nurse carried me thither, but I may
truly say I came back disappointed; for the height
is not above three thousand feet, reckoning from
the ground to the highest pinnacle top; which, al-
lowing for the difference between the size of those
people and us in Europe, is no great matter for ad-
miration, nor at all equal in proportion (if I rightly
remember) to Salisbury steeple. But, not to de-
tract from a nation, to which, during my life, I
shall acknowledge myself extremely obliged, it |
must be allowed, that whatever this famous tower
wants in height, is amply made up in beanty and :
strength. For the walls are near a hundred fu*a-iel:f4
thick, built of hewn stone, whereof each is about

,l
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horses in his stables : they are generally from fifty-
four to sixty feet high. But, when he goes abroad
on solemn days, he is attended, for state, by a
militia guard of five hundred horse, which, indeed,
I thought was the most splendid sight that could
be ever beheld, till I saw part of his army in bat-
talia, whereof I shall find anc:her occasion tospeak.

ATV

CHAPTER V.

SEVERAL ADVENTURES THAT HAPPENED TO THE AUTHOR.
THE EXECUTION OF A CRIMINAL. THE AUTHOR SHOWS
HIS SKILL IN NAVIGATION. '

I smourp have lived happy enough in that
country, if my littleness had not exposed me to
several ridiculous and troublesome accidents ; some
of which I will venture to relate. Glumdalclitch |
often carried me into the gardens of the court in
my smaller box, and would sémetimes take me out
of it, and hold me in her hand, or set me down to
walk. I remember, before the dwarf left the queen,
he followed us one day into those gardens, and my |
nurse having set me down, he and I being close
together, near some dwarf apple-trees, I must |
needs show my wit, by a silly allusinn'hetweel;'f}ﬁ
him and the trees, which happens to hold in their
language as it does in ours. 'Whereupon, the ma-







178 GULLIVER'S TRAVELS:

But a more dangerous accident happened to me
in the same garden, when mylittle nurse, believing
she had put me in a secure place (which I often
entreated her to do, that I might enjoy my own
thoughts), and having left my box at home, to avoid
the trouble of carrying it, went to another part of
the garden with her governess and some ladies of
her acquaintance. While she was absent, and out
of hearing, a small white spaniel that belonged to
one of the chief gardeners, having got by accident
into the garden, happened to range near the place
where I lay; the dog, following the scent, came
directly up, and taking me in his mouth, ran
straight to his master, wagging his tail, and set me
gently on the ground. By good fortune, he had
been so well taught, that I was carried between his
teeth without the least hurt, or even tearing my
clothes. But the poor gardener, who knew me
well, and had a great kindness for me, was in a
terrible fright: he gently took me up in both his
hands, and asked me how I did; but I was so
amazed and out of breath, that I could not speak a
word. In a few minutes I came to myself, and he
carried me safe to my little nurse, who, by this
time, had returned to the place where she left me,
and was in cruel agonies when I did not appear,
nor answer when she called. She severely repri-
manded the gardener on account of his dog. But
the thing was hushed up, and neverknownat court,
for the girl was afraid of the queen’s anger ; and
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any of these birds, they would boldly turn against
me, endeavouring to peck my fingers, which I durst )
not venture within their reach; and then they would
hop back unconcerned, to hunt for worms or snails,
as they did before. But one day, I took a thick
cudgel, and threw it with all my strength so luckily
at a linnet, that I knocked him down, and seizing
him by the neck with both my hands, ran with him
in triumph to my nurse. However, the bird, who
had only been stunned, recovering himself, gave
me so many boxes with his wings, on both sides of
the head and body, though I held him at arm’s-
length, and was out of the reach of his claws, that |
I was twenty times thinking to let him go. But I
was soon relieved by one of ourservants, who wrung
off the bird’s neck, and I had him next day for
dinner, by the queen’s command. This linnet, as
near as I can remember, seemed to be somewhat
larger than an English swan.

The maids of honour often invited Glumdalclitch
to their apartments, and desired she would bring
me along with her, on purpose to have the pleasure
of seeing and touching me. They would often strip
me naked from top to toe, and lay me at full length
in their bosoms; wherewith I was much disgusted;
because, to say the truth, a very offensive smell
came from their skins; which I do not mention, or
intend, to the disadvantage of those excellent ladies,
for whom I have all manner-of respect; but con=
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so variously coloured, when I saw them near, with
a mole here and there as broad as a trencher, and
hairs hanging from it thicker than packthreads, to
say nothing farther concerning the rest of their
persons. Neither did they at all scruple, while T
was by, to discharge what they had drank, to the
quantity of at least’ two hogsheads, in a vessel that
held above three tuns, The handsomest among
these maids of honour, a pleasant frolicksome girl of
sixteen, would sometimes set me astride upon one
of her nipples, with many other tricks, wherein the
reader will excuse me fornot being over particular.
But I was so much displeased, that I entreated
Glumdalclitch tocontrive some excuse for not seeing
that young lady any more.

One day, a young gentleman, who was nephew
to my nurse’s governess, came and pressed them
both to see an execution. It was of a man, who
had murdered one of that gentleman’s intimate
acquaintance. Glumdalelitch was prevailed on to
be of the company, very much against her inclina-
tion, for she was naturally tender-hearted: and as
for myself, although I abhorred such kind of spec-
tacles, yet my curiosity tempted me to see some-
thing that I thought must be extraordinary. The
malefactor was fixed in a chair upon a scaffold
erected for that purpose, and his head cut off at on
blow, with a sword of about forty feet long. Th
veins and arteries spouted up such a prodigious
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full of water, with me in it, by way of trial; wher
I could not manage my two skulls, or little oars,
for want of room. But the queen had before con
trived another project. She ordered the joiner t
make-a wooden trough of three hundred feet long,
fifty broad, and eight deep; which, being well
pitched to prevent leaking, was placed on the floor,
along the wall, in an outer room of the palace. It’i
had a cock near the bottom to let out the water,
when it began to grow stale; and two servants
could easily fill it in half an hour, Here I often
used to row for my own diversion, as well as tha
of the queen and her ladies, who thought them-
selves well entertained with my skill and aglhty,ﬁ
Sometimes I would put up my sail, and then my
business was only to steer, while the ladies gavgi
me a gale with their fans; and, when they were
weary, some of their pages would blow my sail for-
ward with their breath, while I showed my art by
steering starboard or larboard as I pleased. When
I had done, Glumdalclitch always carried back my
boat into her closet, and hung iton a nail to dry.
In this exercise I once met an accident,
had like to have cost me my life; for, one of the
pages having put my boat into the trough, the go-
verness who attended Glumdalclitch very officiously
lifted me up, to place me in the boat; but I ha -
pened to slip through her fingers, and should infal-
libly have fallen down forty feet, upon the floor, lﬁ
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somewhere upon business, or a visit. The weather
being very warm, the closet window was left open,
as well as the windows and the door of my bigger
box, in which I usually lived, because of its large-
ness and conveniency. As T satquietly meditating
at my table, I heard something bounce in at the
closet window, and skip about from one side to the
other; whereat, although I was much alarmed, yet
I ventured to look out, but not stirring from my
seat; and then I saw this frolicksome animal frisk-
ing and leaping up and down, till at last he came
to my box, which he seemed to view with great
pleasure and curiosity, peeping in at the door and
every window. I retreated to the farther corner
of my room, or box; but the monkey looking in at
every side put me in such a fright, that I wanted
presence of mind to conceal myself under the bed,
as I might easily have done. After some time spent
" in peeping, grinning, and chattering, he at last
espied me; and reaching one of his paws in at the
door, as a cat does when she plays with a mouse,
although I often shifted place to avoid him, he at
length seized the lappet of my coat (which, being
made of that country silk, was very thick and
strong), and dragged me out. He took me up in
his right fore-foot, and held me as a nurse does a
child she is going to suckle, just as I have seen the
same sort of creature do with a kitten in Europe;
and when I offered to struggle he squeezed me so

P
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several men ; which the monkey observing, and
finding himself almost encompassed, not being able
to make speed enough with his three legs, let me
drop on a ridge tile, and made his escape. Here
I sat for some time, five hundred yards from the
ground, expecting every moment to be blown down
by the wind, or to fall by my own giddiness, and
come tumbling over and over from the ridge to the
eaves: but an honest lad, one of my nurse’s foot-
men, climbed up, and putting me into his breeches-
pocket, brought me down safe. 3
I was almost choaked with the filthy stuff the
monkey had crammed down my throat ; but my dear
little nurse picked it out of my mouth with a small
needle, and then I fell a-yomiting, which gave me
greatrelief. Yet I was so weak and bruised in the
sides with the squeezes given me by this odious
animal, that I was forced to keep my bed a fort-
night. The king, queen, and all the court sent
every day to inquire after my health, and her ma- |
jesty made me several visits during my sickness.
The monkey was killed, and an order made, that
no such animal should be kept about the palace.
When I attended the king after my recovery, to
return him thanks for his favours, he was pleased
to rally me a good deal upon this adventure. He
asked me, ¢what my thoughts and speculations
were, while I lay in the monkey’s paw; how I
liked the victuals he gave me; his manner of ;,__
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wherein I spent many of my leisure hours. 1 de
sired the queen’s woman to save for me the com
ings of her majesty’s hair, whereof in time I got
good quantity ; and consulting with my friend th
cabinet-maker, who had received general orde
to do little jobs for me, I directed him to make tw
chair-frames, no larger than those I had in my box,
and to bore little holes with a fine awl, round thos
parts where I designed the backs and seats;
through these holes I wove the strongest hairs
could pick out, just after the manner of cane-chairs
in England. When they were finished, I made a
present of them to her majesty ; who kept them in
her cabinet, and used to show them for curiosities,
as indeed they were the wonder of every one that
beheld them. The queen would have had me sit
upon one of these chairs, but I absolutely refused
to obey her, protesting I would rather die a thou-
sand deaths, than place a dishonourable part of
my body on those precious hairs, that once adorned
her majesty’s head. Of these hairs (as I had
always a mechanical genius) I likewise made a
neat little purse, about five feet long, with her ma-
jesty’s nmame deciphered .in gold letters, which I
gave to Glumdalclitch by the queen’s consent. To
say the truth, it was more for show than use, being
not of strength to bear the weight of the larger:
coins, and therefore she kept nothing in it butsome
little toys that girls are fond of. '
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The king, who delighted in music, had frequent
concerts at court, to which I was sometimes car-
ried, and set in my box on a table to hear them;
but the noise was so great that I could hardly dis-
tinguish the tunes. I am confident that all the
drums and trumpets of a royal army, beating and
sounding together just at your ears, could not equal
it. My practice was to have my box removed from
the place where the performers sat, as far as I
ould, then to shut the doors and windows of it
nd draw the window curtains; after which I found
heir music not disagreeable.

I had learned in my youth to play a little upon
he spinet. Glumdalclitch kept one in her cham-
er, and a master attended twice a-week to teach
er: I called it a spinet, because it somewhat re-
embled thatinstrament, and was played upon in the
ame manner. A fancy came into my head, that I
ould entertain the king and queen with an English
une upon this instrument. But this appeared ex-
remely difficult; for the spinet was near sixty feet
ong, each key being almost a foot wide, so that
ith my arms extended I could not reach to ahove
ve keys, and to press them down required a good
mart stroke with my fist, which would be too great
labour, and to no purpose. The method I con-
rived was this: I prepared two round sticks about
he bigness of common cudgels ; they were thicker
tone end than the other, and I covered the thicker

I
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that extraordinary care always taken of their edu-
cation in arts and arms, to qualify them for being
counsellors both to the king and kingdom; to have
a share in the legislature; to be members of the
highest court of judicature, whence there can be
no appeal ; and to be champions always ready for
the defence of their prince and country, by their
valour, conduct, and fidelity. That these were the
ornament and bulwark of the kingdom, worthy
followers of their most renowned ancestors, whose
honour had been the reward of their virtue, from
which their posterity were never once known to
degenerate, To these were joined several holy
persons, as part of that assembly, under the title
of bishops; whose peculiar business it is to take
care of religion, and of those who instruct the
people therein. These were searched and sought
out through the whole nation, by the prince and
his wisest counsellors, among such of the priesthood
as were most deservedly distinguished by the sanc-
tity of their lives, and the depth of their erudition;
who were indeed the spiritual fathers of the clergy
and the people.

That the other part of the parliament consisted
of an assembly, called the house of commons, who
were all principal gentlemen, freely picked and
culled out by the people themselves, for their great
abilities and love of their country, to represent the
wisdom of the whole nation, And that these twe
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of our young nobility, and in what kind of business
they commonly spent the first and teachable part
of theirlives? What course was taken to supply
that assembly, when any noble family became ex-
tinct? What qualifications were necessary in those
who are to be created new lords ¢ whether the hu-
mour of the prince, a sum of money to a court
lady, or a design of strengthening a party opposite
to the public interest, ever happened to be the
motives in those advancements? What share of
knowledge these lords had in the laws of their
country, and how they came by it, so as to enable
them to decide the properties of their fellow-sub-
jects, in the last resort? Whether they were al-
ways so free from avarice, partialities, or want,
that a bribe, or some other sinister view, could have
no place among them ? Whether those holy lords
I spoke of were always promoted to that rank upon
account of their knowledge in religious matters,
and the sanctity of their lives; had never been
compliers with the times, while they were common
priests; or slavish prostitute chaplains to some no-
bleman, whose opinions they continued servilely
to follow, after they were admitted into that as-
sembly ?

He then desired to know, ¢ what arts were prac-
tised in electing those whom I called commoners :
whether a stranger, with a strong purse, might not
influence the vulgar voters, to choose him before
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of any weight in the scale of justice? Whether those
pleading orators were persons educated in the ge-
neral knowledge of equity, or only in provincial,
national, and other local customs? Whether they
or their judges had any part in penning those
laws, which they assumed the liberty of interpreting
and glossing upon at their pleasure ? Whether
they had ever, at different times, pleaded for and
against the same cause, and cited precedents to
prove contrary opinions? Whether they were a
richor a poor corporation? Whether theyreceived
any pecuniary reward for pleading, or delivering
their opinions? And particularly, whether they
were ever admitted as members in the lower senate ?
He fell next upon the management of our trea-
sury; and said, ‘he thought my memory had failed
me, because I computed our taxes at about five or
six millions a-year, and when I came to mention
the issues, he found they sometimes amounted to
more than double ; for the notes he had taken were |
very particular in this point, because he hoped, as |
he told me, that the knowledge of our conduct |
might be useful to him, and he could not be de-
ceived in his calculations. But, if what I told him
were lrue, he was still at a loss to know how a
kingdom could run out of its estate, like a private
person.” He asked me, ¢who were our creditors;
and where we found money to pay them? He
wondered to hear me talk of such chargeable and
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keep poisons in his closet, but not to vend them
about for cordials.’

He observed, ¢ that among the diversions of our
nobility and gentry, I had mentioned gaming: he
desired to know at what age this entertainment was
usually taken up, and when it was laid down ; how
much of their time it employed; whether it ever
went so high as to affect their fortunes; whether
mean, vicious people, by their dexterity in that art,
might not arrive at great riches, and sometimes
keep our very nobles in dependence, as well as
habituate them to vile companions; wholly take
them from the improvement of their minds, and
force them, by the losses they received,* to learn
and practise that infamous dexterity upon others.’

He was perfectly astonished with the historical
account I gave him of our affairs during the last
century; protesting, ¢ it was only a heap of con-
spiracies, rebellions, murders, massacres, revolu-
tions, banishments, the very worst effects that ava-
rice, faction, hypocrisy, perfidiousness, cruelty,
rage, madness, hatred, envy, lust, malice, and am-
bition could produce.’

His majesty, in another audience, was at the pains
to recapitulate the sum of all I had spoken; com-
pared the questions he made with the answers I

~ * Receiving a loss, is certainly not a good expression ; it
should be, ¢ the losses they sustained,’—S.
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years ago, to make a certain powder, into a heap of
which, the smallest spark of fire falling, would
kindle the whole in a moment, although it were as
big as a mountain, and make it all fly up in the air
together, with a noise and agitation greater than
thunder. That a proper quantity of this powder
rammed into a hollow tube of brass or iron, accord-
ing to its bigness, would drive a ball of iron or lead,
with such violence and speed as nothing was able
to sustain its force. That the largest balls thus
discharged, would not only destroy whole ranks of
an army atonce, but batter the strongestwalls to the
ground ; sink down ships, with a thousand men in
each, to the bottom of the sea; arnd when linked
together by a chain would cut through masts and
rigging, divide hundreds of bodies in the middle,
and lay all waste before them. That we often put
this powder into large hollow balls of iron, and dis-
charged them by an engine into some city we were
besieging, which would rip up the pavements, tear
the houses to pieces, burst and throw splinters on
every side, dashing out the brains of all who came
near. That I knew the ingredients very well,
which were cheap and common; I understood the
manner of compounding them, and could direct his
workmen how to make those tubes, of a size pro-
portionable to all other things in his majesty’s king-
dom, and the largest need not be above a hundred
feet long; twenty or thirty of which tubes, charged




A VOYAGE TO BROBDINGNAG. 207

with the proper quantity of powder and balls,
would batter down the walls of the strongest town
in his dominions in a few hours, or destroy the
whole metropolis, if ever it should pretend to dis-
pute his absolute commands. This T humbly offered
to his majesty, as a small tribute of acknowledg-
ment, in return for so many marks that T had re-
ceived of his royal favour and protection.’

The king was struck with horror at the descrip-
tion I had given of those terrible engines, and the
proposal I had made. ¢ He was amazed, how so
impotent and grovelling an insect as I (these were
his expressions) could entertain such inhuman ideas,
and in so familiar a manner, as to appear wholly
unmoved at all the scenes of blood and desolation,
which I had painted as the common effects of those
destructive machines; whereof,” he said, ¢ some
evil genius, enemy to mankind, must have been
the contriver. As for himself, he protested, that
although few things delighted him so much as new
discoveries in art or in nature, yet he would rather
lose half his kingdom thanbe privy tosucha secret ;
which he commanded me, as I valued my life,
never to mention any more.’ '

A strange effect of narrow principles and views!
that a prince possessed of every quality which pro-
cures veneration, love, and esteem, of strong parts,
great wisdom, and profound learning, endowed with
admirable talents, and almost adored by his sub-
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jects, should, from a nice unnecessary scruple,
whereof in Europe we can have no conception, let
slip an opportunity put into his hands, that would
have made him absolute master of the lives, the
liberties, and the fortunes of his people. Neither
do I say this, with the least intention to detract
from the many virtues of that excellent king, whose
character, I am sensible, will, on this account, be
very much lessened in the opinion of an English
reader: but I take this defect among them to have
risen from their ignorance, by not having hitherto
reduced politics into a science, as the more acute
wits of Europe have done. For, I remember very
well, in a discourse one day with the king, when
I happened to say, ¢ there were several thousand
books among us written upon the art of govern-
ment,’ it gave him (directly contrary to my inten-
tion) a very mean opinion of our understandings.
He professed both to abominate and despise all
mystery, refinement, and intrigue, either ina prince
er a minister. He could not tell what I meant by
secrets of state, where an enemy or some rival na-
tion were not in the case. He confined the know-
- ledge of governing within very narrow bounds, to
common sense and reason, to justice and lenity, to
the speedy lermination of civil and criminal causes;
with some other obvious topics, which are not worth
considering. And he gave it for his opinion, ¢ that i
whoever could make two ears of corn, or two hlades ‘:,
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of grass, to grow upon a spot of ground where only
one grew before, would deserve better of mankind,
and do more essential service to his country, than
e whole race of politicians put together.’

The learning of this people is very defective:
nsisting only in morality, history, poetry, and
athematics, wherein they must be allowed to excel.
ut the last of these is wholly applied to what may
e useful in life, to the improvement of agriculture,
nd all mechanical arts; so that amongus, itwould
e little esteemed. And as to ideas, entities, ab-
tractions, and transcendentals, I could never drive
he least conception* into their heads.

No law in that country must exceed in words the
umber of letters in their alphabet, which consists
nly of two-and-twenty. But indeed few of them
xtend even to that length. They are expressed
n the most plain and simple terms, wherein those
eople are not mercurial enough to discover above
ne interpretation; and to write a comment upon
ny law, is a capital crime. As to the decision of
ivil causes, or proceedings against criminals, their
recedents are so few, that they have little reason
0 boast of any extraordinary skill in either.

They have had the art of printing, as well as the
Chinese, time out of mind: but their libraries are

* It should be, ¢ I could never drive the least conception
of them into their heads,”—S,
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notvery large ; for thatof theking, which isreckone
the largest, does not amount to above a thousan
volumes, placed in a gallery of twelve hundred fee
long, whence I had liberty to borrow what books
pleased. The queen’s joiner had contrived in on
of Glumdalclitch’s rooms, a kind of wooden ma
chine five-and-twenty feet high, formed like
standing ladder; the steps were each fifty feet long
it was indeed a moveable pair of stairs, the lowes
end placed at ten feet distance from the wall of th
chamber. The book I had a mind to read, was put|
up leaning against the wall: I first mounted to the|
upper step of the ladder, and turning my face to-
wards the book, began at the top of the page, an
so walking to the right and left about eight or te
paces, according to the length of the lines, till
had gotten a little below the level of mine eyes, an
then descending gradually till I came to the bottom :
alter which I mounted again, and began the other
page in the same manner, and so turned over the|
leaf, which I could easily do with both my hands,
for it was as thick and stiff as a pasteboard, and in
the largest folios not above eighteen or twenty feet
long.

Their style is clear, masculine and smooth, but
not florid : for they avoid nothing more than multi-
plying unnecessary words, or using various expres-
sions. I have perused many of their books, espe-
cially those in history and morality. Among the
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size more large and robust; not so liable to destr
tion from every little accident, of a tile falling fr
a house, or a stone cast from the hand of a boy,
being drowned in a little brook.” From this w
of reasoning, the author drew several moral app
cations, useful in the conduct of life, but needle
here to repeat. For my own part, I could n
avoid reflecting how universally this talent w
spread, of drawing lectures on morality, or inde
rather matter of discontent and repining, from il
quarrels we raise with nature. And I believe, upc:
a strict inquiry, those quarrels might be shown |
ill-grounded among us, as they are among th:
people.”

As to their military affairs, they boast that tl
king’s army consists of a hundred and seventy-s
thousand foot, and thirty-two thousand horse :
that may be called an army, which is made up
tradesmen in the several cities, and farmers in tl
country, whose commanders are only the nobilil
and gentry without pay or reward. They are ir
deed perfect enough in their exercises, and und:
very good discipline, wherein I saw no great meril

* The author’s zeal to justify Providence has before bet
remarked ; and these quarrels with nature, orin other wor
with God, could not have been more forcibly reproved th:
by showing that the complaints, upon which they a
founded, would be equally specious among beings of sut
astonishing superiority of stature and strength.—IIL.
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to the eagle (for such I am certain it must havebeen
that held the ring of my box in his beak), and then,
albon a sudden, felt myself falling perpendicularly
down, for above a minute, but with such in¢redible
swiftness that I almost lost my breath. My fall
was stopped by a terrible squash, that sounded
louder to my ears than the cataract of Niagara;*
after which, I was quite in the dark for another
minute, and then my box began to rise so high,
that I could see light from the tops of the windows.

I now perceived I was fallen into the sea. My box,

by the weight of my body, the goods that were in,
and the broad plates of iron fixed for strength at
the four corners of the top and bottom, floated
about five feet deep in water. I did then, and do
now suppose, that the eagle which flew away with
my box was pursued by two or three others, and
forced to let me drop, while he defended himself
against the rest, who hoped to share in the prey.

The plates of iron fastened at the bottom of the box
(for those were the strongest) preserved the balance

while it fell, and hindered it from being broken on

the surface of the water, Every joint of it was

well grooved ; and the doordid not move on hinges,

* This cataract is produced by the fall of a conflux of
water (formed of the four vast lakes of Canada) from a
rocky precipice, the perpendicular height of which is one
hundred and thirty-seven feet; and it is said to have beca
heard fifteen leagues.—K. '
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escaped these dangers for a day or two, what could
I expectbut a miscrable death of cold and hunger ?
1 was four hours under these circumstances, ex-
pecting, and indeed wishing, every moment to be
my last, |

Ihave already told the reader, that there were
two strong staples fixed upon that side of my box
which had no window, and into which the servant,
who used to carry me on horseback, would put a
leathern belt, and buckle it about his waist. Being
inthis disconsolate state, I heard, or at least thought
I heard, some kind of grating noise on that side
of my box where the staples were fixed ; and soon
after I began to fancy that the box was pulled or
towed along the sea; for I now and then felt a sort
of tugging, which made the waves rise near the
tops of my windows, leaving me almostin the dark,
This gave me some faint hopes of relief, although
I was not able to imagine how it could be brought
about. I ventured to unscrew one of my chairs,
which were always fastened to the floor: and having
made a hard shift to screw it down again, directly.
under the slipping-board that I had lately opened,
1 mounted on the chair, and putting my mouth as
near as I could to the hole, I called for help in a
foud voice, and in all the languages 1 understood.
I then fastened my handkerchief to a stick I usually
carried, and thrusting it up the hole, waved it
seyeral times in the air, that if any boat or ship
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take up too much time; for there was no more to
be done, but let one of the crew put his finger into
the ring, and take the box out of the sea into the
ship, and so into the captain’s cabin.* Some of
them, upon hearing me talk so wildly, thought I
wasmad; otherslaughed; forindeed it never came
into my head, that I was now got among people of
my own stature and strength. The carpenter came,
and in a few minutes sawed a passage about four
feet square, then let down a small ladder, upon
which I mounted, and thence was taken mtu the
ship in a very weak condition.

The sailors wereall in amazement, and asked me
a thousand questions, which I had no inclination
to answer. X was equally confounded at the sight
of so many pigmies, for such I took them to be,
after haﬁng so long accustomed mine eyes to the
monstrous objects I had left. But the captain,
Mr. Thomas Wilcocks, an honest worthy Shropshire
man, observing I was ready to faint, took me into
his cabin, gave me a cordial to comfort me, and

* There are several little incidents which show the author
to have had a deep knowledge of human nature; and I
think this one. Although the principal advantages enu-
merated by Gulliver in the beginning of this chapter, of
mingling again among his countrymen, depended on their
being of the same size with himself, yet this is forgotten in
his ardour to be delivered ; and he is afterwards betrayed
into the same absurdity, by his zeal to preserve his fur-
niture.—H.
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with dreams of the place I had left, and the dangers '
I had escaped. However, upon waking, I found
myself much recovered. It was now about eight
o’clock at night, and the captain ordered supper
immediately, thinking I had already fasted too long.
He entertained me with great kindness, observing
me not to look wildly, or talk inconsistently ; and,
when we were left alone, desired I would give him
a relation of my travels, and by what accident I
came to be set adrift in that monstrous wooden
chest. He said, ¢ that about twelve o’clock at noon,
as he was looking through his glass, he spied it at a
distance, and thought it was a sail, which he had a
mind to make, being not much out of his course,
in hopes of buying some biscuit, his own beginning
to fall short. That upon coming nearer, and finding
his error, he sent out his long-boat to discover what
it was ; that his men came back in a fright, swearing
they had seen a swimming house. That he laughed
at their folly, and went himself in the boat, ordering
his men to take a strong cable along with them.
That the weather being calm, he rowed round me
several times, observed my windows and wire lat-
tices that defended them. That he discovered two
staples upon one side, which was all of boards,
without any passage for light. He then commanded
his men to row up to that side, and fastening a cable
to one of the staples, ordered them to tow my chest,
as they called it, toward the ship. When it was
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~were not troubled in my mind by the consciousness
of some enormous crime, for which I was punished
at the command of some prince, by exposing me
in that chest; as great criminals in other countries
have been forced to sea in a leaky vessel, without
‘provisions : for although he should be sorry to have
taken so ill a man into his ship, yet he would en-
gage his word to set me safe ashore, in the first
port where we arrived.” He added, ¢ that his sus-
picions were much increased by some very absurd
speeches I had delivered at first to his sailors, and
afterwards to himself, in rﬂlalipﬁ to my closet or
chest, as well as by my odd looks and behaviour
while I was at supper.’

I begged his patience to hear me tell my story,
which 1 faithfully did, from the last time I left
England, to the moment he first discovered me.
And as truth always forces its way into rational
minds, so this honest worthy gentleman, who had
some tincture of learning, and very good sense, was
immediately convinced of my candour and veracity.
But, further to confirm all I had said, I entreated
him to give order that my cabinet should be brought,
of which I had the key in my pocket; for he had
already informed me how the seamen disposed of
my closet. I opened it in his own presence, and
showed him the small collection of rarities I made
in the country from which I had been so strangely
delivered. There was the comb I had contrived
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plain relation I had given him, and said, ¢ he
hoped when we returned to England, I would oblige
the world by putting it on paper, and making it
public.” My answer was, ¢ that I thought we were
overstocked with books “of travels: that nuthiﬁg
could now pass which was not extraordinary;
wherein I doubted some authors less consulted
truth, than their own vanity, or interest, or the
diversion of ignorant readers ; that my story could
contain little beside common events, without those
ornamental descriptions of strange plants, trees,
birds and other animals; or the barbarous customs
and idolatry of savage people, with which most
writers abound. However, I thanked him for his
good opinion, and promised to take the matter into
my thoughts.’ ' _

He said ¢ he wondered at one thing very much,
which was to hear me speak so loud ;’ asking me
“whether the king or queen of that country were
thick of hearing? I told him, ¢it was what I had
heen used to for above two years past, and that I
admired as much at the voices of him and his men,
who seemed to me only to whisper, and yet I could
hear them well enough. But, when I spoke in that
country, it was like a man talking in the streets,
to another looking out from the top of a steeple,
unless when I was placed on a table, or held in any
person’s hand.” I told him, ¢I had likewise ob-
served another thing ; that when I first gotinto the
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hip, and the sailors stood all about me, I thought
hey were the most little contemptible creatures I
ver beheld.” For indeed, while I was in that
rince’s country, I could never endure to look in
‘glass after mine eyes had been accustomed to such
rodigious objects, because the comparison gave
e so despicable a conceit of myself. The captain
aid, ¢ that while we were at supper, he observed
e to look at every thing with a sort of wonder,
nd that T often seemed hardly able to contain my
aughter, which he knew not well how to take, but
mputed it to some disorder in my brain.” I an-
wered, ¢it was very true; and I wondered how
could forbear, when I saw his dishes of the size
fa silver three-pence, a leg of pork hardly a
nouthful, a cup not so big as a nut-shell;” and so
went on, describing the rest of his hnusehﬂld-
tufl’ and provisions, after the same manner. For,
Ithough the queen had ordered a little equipage
f all things necessary for me, while I was in her
ervice, yet my ideas were wholly taken up with
hat I saw on every side of me, and I winked at
y own littleness, as people do at their own faults.
he captain understood my raillery very well, and ;
errily replied with the old English proverb, ¢ that
¢ doubted mine eyes were bigger than my belly,
or he did notobserve my stomach so good, although
had fasted all day ;> and, continuing in his mirth,
rotested ‘he would have gladly given a hundred
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pounds tohave secn my chestinthe eagle’s bill, an
afterwards in its fall from so great a height into th
sea; which would certainly have been a most ast
nishing object, worthy to have the description of
transmitted to future ages:” and the comparison
Phaé¢ton was so obvious, that he could not forbe:
applying it, although I did not much admire
conceit, ;

The captain, having been at Tonquin, was, i
his return to England, driven north-eastward t
the latitude of A4 degrees, and longitude of 143
But meeting a trade-wind two days after I cam
on board him, we sailed southward a long time
and coasting New-Holland, kept our course west
south-west, and then south-south-west, till
doubled the Cape of Good Hope. Our voyage wa
very prosperous, but I shall not trouble the reade
with a journal of it. The captain called in at on
or two ports, and sent in his long-boat for provi
sions and fresh water; but I never went oul of th
ship till we came into the Downs, which was o
the third day of June, 1706, about nine month
after my escape. I offered to leave my goods i
security for payment of my freight; but the cap
tain protested he would not receive one farthing.
We took a kind leave of each other, and I made
him promise he would come to see me at my house
in Redriff. I hired a horse and guide for five shil-
lings, which I borrowed of the captain.
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hundred tons, came to my house. I had former
been surgeon of another ship, where he was mast
and a fourth part owner, in a voyage to the Levan
He had always treated me more like a brother th
an inferior officer; and hearing of my arrival, ma
me a visit, as I apprehended, only out of frien
ship, for nothing passed more than what is usu
after long absences. But repeating his visits ofte
expressing his joy to find me in good health, askin
¢whether I were now settled for life,” adding, th
he intended a voyage to the East Indies in tw
months,” at last he plainly invited me, though wit
some apologies, to be suf*geon of the ship: ¢ tha
I should have another surgeon under me, besid
our two mates ; that my salary should be double t
the usval pay; and that having experienced m

my advice, as muck as if I had shared in th
command.’ ‘

He said so many other obliging things,and I kne
him to be so honest a man, that I could not rejec
his proposal ; the thirst I had of seeing the world,
notwithstanding my past misfortunes, continuin
as violent as ever. The only difficulty that re-
mained, was to persuade my wife, whose consent,
however, I at last obtained, by the prospect of ad-

vantage she proposed to her children,
We set out the 5th day of August, 1706, and
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strong ropes, and selting a guard upon us, went
search the sloop. |

I observed among them a Dutchman, who seem:
to be of some authority, though he was not com
mander of either ship. He knew us by our cou
tenances to be Englishmen, and jabbering to usi
his own language, swore we should be tied bac
to back, and thrown into the sea. I spoke Dute
tolerably well ; I told him who we were, and begge
him, in consideration of our being Christians an
Protestants, of neighbouring countries in strict al
liance, that he would move the captain to tak
some pity on us. This inflamed his rage; he re
peated his threatenings, and turning to his com
panions, spoke with great vehemence in the Japa
nese language, as I suppose, often using the wo
Christianos.

The largest of the two pirate ships was com
manded by a Japanese captain, who spdke a little
Dutch, but very imperfectly. He came up to me,
and after several questions, which I answered in
great humility, he said, ¢ we should not die.’ I
made the captain a very low bow, and then, turning
to the Dutchman, said, ¢ I was sorry to find more
mercy in a Heathen, than in a brother Christian.’
But I had soonreason to repent those foolish words ;
for that malicious reprobate, having often en-
deavoured in vain to persuade both the captains
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shelter of a rock, strewing some heath under
and slept very well.

The neéxt day I sailed to another island,
thence to a third and fourth, sometimes using
sail, and sometimes my paddles. But, not to trou
the reader with a particular account of my
tresses, let it suffice, that on the fifth day T arri
at the last island in my sight, which lay sou
south-east to the former.

This island was at a greater distance than I
pected, and I did not reach in less than five ho
I encompassed it almost round, before I could
a convenient place toland in; which was a s
ercek, about three times the wideness of my can
I found the island to be all rocky, only a little
termingled with tufts of grass and sweet-smelli
herbs. I took out my small provisions, and af
having refreshed myself, I secured the remain
in a cave, whereof there were great numbers
gathered plenty of eggs upon the rocks, and go
quanlity of dry sea-weed, and parched grass, whi
I designed to kindle the next day, and roast
eggs as well as I could, for I had about me my flir
steel, match, and burning-glass. I lay all nig
in the cave where I had ledged my provisions.
bed was the same dry grass and sea-weed whic
intended for fuel. I slept very little; for the di
quiets of my mind prevailed over my wearines
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with me to understand the proceedings of these
people, as they conducted me up the stairs to the |
top of the island, and from thence to the royal pa-
lace. While we were ascending, they forgot several
times what they were about, and left me to myself,
till their memories were again roused by their flap-
pers: for they appeared altogether unmoyed by the
sight of my foreign habit and countenance, and by
the shouts of the vulgar, whose thoughts and minds
were more disengaged.

At last we entered the palace, and proceeded into
the chamber of presence, where I saw the king
sealed on his throne, attended on each side by per-
sons of prime quality. Before the throne was a
large table, filled with globes and spheres, and ma-
thematical instruments of all kinds. His majesty
took not the least notice of us, although our en-
trance was not without sufficient noise, by the con-
course of all persons belonging to the court. But he
was then deep in a problem, and we attended at
least an hour before he could solve it. There stood
by him, on each side, .a young page with flaps in
their hands, and when they saw he was at leisure,
one of them gently struck his mouth, and the other
his right ear ; at which he startled like one awaked
on the sudden, and looking towards me and the
company I was in, recollected the occasion of our
coming, whereof he had been informed before.
He spoke some words, whereupon immediately a
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young man with a flap came up to my side, and
flapped me gently on the right ear; but I made
signs, as well as I could, that I had no occasion. for
such an instrument; which, as I afterwards found,
gave his majesty, and the whole court, a very mean
opinion of my understanding. The king, as far as
I could conjecture, asked me several questions, and
I addressed myself to him in all the languages I
had. When it was found I could neither under-
stand nor be understood, I was conducted by his
order to an apartment in his palace (this prince
being distfnguished above all his predecessors for
his hospitality to strangers), where two servants
were appointed to attend me. My dinner was
brought, and four persons of quality, whom I re-
membered to have seen very near the king’s person,
did me the honour to dine with me. We had two
courses of three dishes each. 1In the first course,
there was a shoulder of mutton cut into an equila-
teral triangle, a piece of beef into a romboides, and
a pudding into a cycloid. The second course was
two ducks trussed up in the form of fiddles; sau-
sages and puddings resembling flutes and hautboys,
and a breast of veal in the shape of a harp. The
servants cut our bread into cones, cylinders, paral-
Jelograms, and several other mathematical figures.

While we were at dinner, I made bold to ask the
names of several things in their language, and those
noble persons, by the assistance of their flappers,
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delighted to-give me answers, hoping to raise my

admiration of their great abilities, if I could he

brought to converse with them. I was soonable to

call for bread and drink, or whatever else I wanted.

After dinner my company withdrew, and a person

was sent to me by the king’s order, attended by a

flapper. He brought with him pen, ink, and paper,

and three or four books, giving me to understand
by signs that he was sent to teach me the language.

We sat together four hours, in which time I wrote
down a great number of words in columns, with
the translations over-against them : I likewise made
a shift to learn several short sentences. For my
tutor would order one of my servants to fetch some-
thing, to turn about, to make a bow, to sit, or to
stand, or walk, and the like. Then I took down
the sentence in writing. He showed me also, in
one of his books, the figures of the sun, moon, and
stars, the zodiac, the tropics, and polar circles, to-
gether with the denominations of many planes and
solids. He gave me the names and descriptions of
all the musical instruments, and the general terms

of art in playing on each of them. After he had left
me, I placed all my words, with their interpreta-

tions, in alphabetical order. And thus, in a few

days, by the help of a very faithful memory, I got

some insight into their language.

The word, which I interpret the flying or floating
island, is in the original Laputa, whereof I could
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things the king spoke, and to return him some kind
of answers. His majesty had given orders, that
the island should move north-east and by east, to
the vertical point over Lagado, the metropolis of
the whole kingdom below, upon the firm earth. It
was about ninety leagues distant, and our voyage
lasted four days and a half. I was not in theleast
sensible of the progressive motion made in the air
by the island. On the second morning, about eleven
o’clock, the king himself in person, attended by his
nobility, courtiers, and officers, having prepared all
their musieal instruments, played on them for three
hours without intermission, so that I was quite
stunned with the noise; neither could I possibly
guess the meaning, till my tutor informed me. He
said, ¢ that the people of their island had their ears
adapted to hear the music of the spheres, which
always played at certain periods, and the court was
now prepared to bear their part, in whatever in-
strument they most excelled.’

In our journey towards Lagado, the c\apital city,

his majesty ordered that the island should stop over

certain towns and villages, from whence he might
receive the petitions of his subjects. And to this
purpose, several packthreads were let down, with
small weights at the bottom. On these packthreads,
the people strung their petitions, which mounted
up directly, like the scraps of paper fastened by

=
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school-boys at the end of the string that holds their
kite. Sometimes we received wine and victuals
from below, which were drawn up by pulleys.

The knowledge I had in mathematics gave me
great assistance in acquiring their phraseology,
which depended much upon that science and music
and in the latter I was not unskilled. Their ideas
are perpetually conversant in lines and figures. If
‘they would, for example, praise the beauty of a
woman, or any other animal, they describe it by
rhombs, circles, parallelograms, ellipses, and other
geometrical terms, or by words of art drawn from
music, needless here torepeat. I observed in the
king’s kitchen all sorts of mathematical and musical
instruments, after the figures of which they cut up
the joints that were served to his majesty’s table.

Their houses are very ill built, the walls bevil,
without one right angle in any apartment: and this
defect arises from the contempt they bear to prac-
tical geometry, which they despise as vulgar and
mechanic: those instructions they give being too
refined for the intellects of their workmen, which
occasions perpetual mistakes. And although they
are dextrous enough upon a piece of paper, in the
management of the rule, the pencil, and the divider,
yet in the common actions and behaviour of life, I
have not seen a more clumsy, awkward, and un-
~ handy people, nor so slow and perplexed in their
- conceptions upon all other subjects, except those

L*
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of mathematics and music. They are very bad
reasoners, and vehemently given to opposition,
unless when they happen to be in the right opinion,
which is seldom the case. Imagination, fancy, and
invention they are wholly strangers to, nor have
any words in their language, by which those ideas
can be expressed; the whole compass of their
thoughts and mind being shut up within the two
forementioned sciences.

Most of them, and especially those who deal in
the astronomical part, have great faith in judicial
astrology, although they are ashamed to own it pub-
licly. But what I chiefly admired, and thought |
altogether unaccountable, was the strong disposi-
tion I observed in them towards news and politics,
perpetually inquiring into public affairs, giving
their judgments in matters of state, and passionately
disputing every inch of a party opinion. I have
indeed observed the same disposition among most
of the mathematicians I have known in Europe,
although I could never discover the least analogy
between the two sciences; unless those people sup-
pose, that because the smallest circle has as many
degrees as the largest, therefore the regulation and
management of the world;require no more abilities
than the handling and turning of a globe: but I
rather take this quality to spring from a very com-
mon infirmity of human nature, inclining us to be
most curious and conceited in matters where we
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be vlrhﬁlly consumed and annihilated ; which must
he attended with the destruction of this earth, and
of all the planets which receive their light from it.*

They are so perpetually alarmed with the appre-
hensions of these and-the like impen'ding dangers,
that they can neither sleep quietly in their beds,
nor have any relish for the common pleasures and
amusements of life. When they meet an acquaint-
ance in the morning, the first question is about the
sun’s health, how he looked at his setting and
rising, and whathopes they have to avoid thestroke
of the approaching comet. This conversation they
are apt to run into with the same temper that boys
discover in delighting to hear terrible stories of
spirits and hobgoblins, which they greedily listen
to, and dare not go to bed for fear.

The women of the island have abundance of
vivacity ; they contemn their husbands, and are
exceedingly fond of strangers; whereof, there is
always a considerable number from the continent
below, attending at court, eitherupon affairs of the -
several towns and corporations, or their own par-
ticular occasions, but are much despised, because
they want the same endowments. Among these,
the ladies choose their gallants: but the vexation
is, that they act with too much ease and security ;
for the hushand is always so rapt in speculation,

* All these were suppositions of persons eminent in their
time for mathematical knovwledge, —H.
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that the mistress and lover may proceed to the
greatest familiarities before his face, if he be but
rovided with paper and implements, and without
isflapper at his side.

The wives and daughters lament their confine-
ent to the island, although I think it the most
elicious spot of ground in the world ; and although
hey live here in the greatest plenty and magnifi-
ence, and are allowed to do whatever they please,
ey long to'see the world, and take the diversions
f the metropolis, which they are not allowed to
0 without a particular licence from the king ; and
his is not easy to be obtained, because the people
['quality have found, by frequent experience, how

rom below. I was told, that a great court lady,
ho had several children,—is married to the prime
inister, the richest subject in the kingdom, a
ery graceful person, extremely fond of her, and
ives in the finest palace of the island—went down
o Lagado on the pretence of health, there hid her-
elf for several months, till the king sent a warrant
o search for her; and she was found in an obscure
ating-house all in rags, having pawned her clothes
0 maintain an old deformed footman, who beat
er- every day, and in whose company she was
aken, much against her will. And although her
usband received her with all possible kindness,
nd without the least reproach, she soon after con-
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trived to steal down again, with all her jewels, to
the same gallant, and has not been heard of since.

This may perhaps pass with the reader rather for
an European or English story, than for one of a
country so remote. Buthe may please to consider,
that the caprices of womenkind are not limited by
any climate or nation, and that they are much more
uniform than can be easily imagined.

In about a month’s time, I had made a tolerable
proficiency in their language, and was able to an-
swer most of the king’s questions, when I had the
honour to attend him. His majesty discovered not
the least curiosity to inquire into the laws, govern-
ment, history, religion, or manners of the countries
where I had been; but confined his questions to
the state of mathematics, and received the account
I gave him with great contempt and indifference,
though often roused by his flapper on each side.

By

ARV

CHAPTER IIIL

A PHENOMENON SOLVED BY MODERN PHILOSOPHY AND
ASTRONOMY. THE LAPUTIANS' GREAT IMPROVEMENTS
IN THE LATTER. THE KING'S METHOD OF SUPPRESSING
INSURRECTIONS. ' 3

I pesirep leave of this prince to see the cu-
riosities of the island, which he was graciously
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naturalists agree; at least they were never known
to do so in that country. "

At the centre of the island there is a chasm about
fiftty yards in diameter, whence the astronomers
descend into a large dome, which is therefore called
Jlandona gagnole,or the astronomer’s cave, situated
at the depth of a hundred yards beneath the upper
surface of the adamant. In this cave are twenty
lamps continually burning, which, from the reflec-
tion of the adamant, cast a strong light into every
part. The place is stored with great variety of
sextants, quadrants, telescopes, astrolabes, and
other astronomical instruments. But the greatest |
curiosity, uponwhich the fate of the island depends,
is a loadstone of a prodigious size, in shape re-
sembling a weaver’s shuttle. It is in length six .
yards, and in the thickest part at least three
yards over. This magnet is sustained by a very
strong ‘axle of adamant passing through its middle,
upon which it plays, and is poised so exactly that
the weakest hand can turn it. It is hooped round
with a hollow cylinder of adamant, four feet deep,
as many thick, and twelve yards indiameter, placed
horizontally, and supported by eight adamantine
feet, each six yards high. In the middle of the
concave side, there is a grecove twelve inches
deep, in which the extremities of the axle are
lodged, and turned round as there is occasion. '
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will be carried obliquely towards & ; where, if the

stone be again turned upon its axle till it stands
in the position £ F, with its repelling point down-

wards, the island will rise obliquely towards .
where, by directing the attracting end towards G,

the island may be carried to G, and from G to H,

by turning the stone so as to make its repelling

extremity point directly downward. And thus, by

changing the situation of the stone, as often as

there is occasion, the island is made to rise and

fall by turns in an oblique direction, and by those
alternate risings and fallings (the obliquity being
not considerable) is conveyed from one part of the

dominions to the other. _

But it must be observed, that this island cannot

move beyond the extent of the dominions below,

nor can it rise above the height of four miles. For |
which the astronomers (who have written large
systems concerning the stone) assign the following
reason: that the magnetic virtue does not extend
beyond the distance of four miles, and that the
mineral, which acts upon the stone in the bowels
of the earth, and in the sea about six leagues dis-
tant from the shore, is notdiffused through the whole
globe, but terminated with the limits of the king’s
dominions: and it was easy, from the great advan-
tage of such a superior situation, for a prince to
bring under his obedience whatever country lay
within the attraction of that magnet.
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distance from the centre of Mars; which evidently
shows them to be governed by the same law of gra-
vitation that influences the other heavenly bodies.

They have observed ninety-threedifferent comets,
and settled their periods with great exactness. If
thisbe true (and they affirm it with greatconfidence)
it is much to be wished, that their observations
were made public, whereby the theory of comets,
which at present is very lame and defective, might
be brought to the same perfection with other parts
of astronomy. |

The king would be the most absolute prince in
the universe, if he could but prevail on a ministry
io join with him; but these having their estates
below on the continent, and considering that the
office of a favourite has a very uncertain tenure,
would never consent to the enslaving of their
country.

If any town should engage in rebellion or mu-
tiny, fall into violent factions, or refuse to pay the
usual tribute, the king has two methods of reducing -
them to obedience. The first, and the mildest
course is, by keeping the island hovering over such
a town, and the lands about it, whereby he can
deprive them of the benefit of the sun and the
rain, and consequently afflict the inhabitants with
dearth and diseases. And if the crime deserve it,
they are at the same time pelted from above with
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that his detractors reported, ¢ he had been often
known to beat time in the wrong place;’ neither
could his tutors, without extreme difficulty, teach
him to demonstrate the most easy proposition in
the mathematics, He was pleased to show me
many marks of favour, often did me the honour of
a visit, desired to be informed in the affairs of Eu-
rope, the laws and customs, the manners and learn-
ing, of the several countries where I had travelled.
He listened to me with great attention, and made
very wise observations on all I spoke. He had two
flappers attending him for state, but never made
use of them, except at court and in visits of cere-
mony; and would always command them to with-
draw, when we were alone together.

I entreated this illustrious person to intercede
in my behalf with his majesty, for leave to depart;
which he accordingly did, as he was pleased to tell
me, with regret: for indeed he had made me se-
veral offers very advantageous, which, however, I
refused, with expressions of the highest acknow-
ledgement.

On the 16th of February, I took leave of his ma-
jesty and the court. The king made me a present
to the value of about two hundred pounds English,
and my protector his kinsman as much more; to-
gether with a letter of recommendation to a friend
of his in Lagado, the metropolis: the island being

: Ll
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or grass, although the soil appeared to be excellent.
I could not forbear admiring at these odd ap-
pearances, both in town and country; and I made
bold to desire my conductor, that he would be
pleased to explain to me, what could be meant by
so many busy heads, hands, and faces, both in the
streets and the fields, hecause I did not discover
any good effects they produced; but, on the con-
trary, I never knew a soil so unhappily cultivated,
liouses so ill contrived and so ruinous, or a people
whose countenances and habit expressed so much
misery and want.

This lord Munodi was a person of the first rank,
and had been some years governor of Lagado; but,
by a cabal of ﬁ]inisters, was discharged for insufli-
ciency. However, the king treated him with ten-
derness, as a well-meaning man, but of a low con-
temptible understanding.

When 1 gave that free censure of the country and
its inhabitants, he made no further answer than by
telling me, ¢ thatI had not been long enough among
them to form a judgment; and that the different
nations of the world had different customs;’ with
other common topics to the same purpose.. But,
when we returned to his palace, he asked me ¢ how
1 liked the building, what absurdities I nbserved,éf
and what quarrel I had with the dress or looks of
his domestics,” This he might safely do, because
every thing about hir_n- was magnificent, ragular,f;
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done the same, but were looked on with an eye of
contempt and ill-will, as enemies to art, ignorant,
and ill-common-wealth’s men, preferring their own
ease and sloth before the general impzovement of
their country.’ -

His lordship added, ¢ that he would not, hy any
further particulars, prevent the pleasure I should
certainly take in viewing the grand academy, whi-
ther he was resolved I should go.” He only desired
me to observe a ruined building, upon the side of a
mountain about three miles distant, of which he
gave me this account: ¢ that he had a very conve-
nient mill within half a mile of his house, turned
by a current from a large river, and sufficient for
his own family, as well as a great number of his
tenants. That about seven years ago, a club of
those projectors came to him with proposals to de-
stroy this mill, and build another on the side of
that mountain, on the long ridge whereof a long
canal must be cut, for a repository of water, to be
conveyed up by pipes and ‘engines to supply the
mill : because the wind and air upon a height agi-
tated the water, and thereby made it fitter for mo-
tion; and,because the water, descending down a
declivity, would turn the mill with half the current
of a river, whose course is more upon a level.’
He said, ¢ that being then not very well with the
court, and pressed by many of his friends, he com-
‘plied with the proposal ; and after employing a hun-
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The first man I saw was of a meagre aspect, with
sooty hands and face, his hair and beard long,
ragged, and singed. in several places. His clothes,
shirt, and skin, were all of the same colour. He
had been eight years upon a project for extracting
sun-beams out of cucumbers, which were to be put
in phials hermetically sealed, and let out to warm
the air in raw inclement summers. He told me,
he did not doubt, that, in eight years more, he
should be able to supply the governor’s gardens
with sunshine at a reasonable rate; but he com-
plained that his stock was low, and entreated me
¢ to give him something as an encouragement 1o
ingenuity, especially since this had been a very
dear season for cucumbers.” I made him a small
present, for my lord had furnished me with money
on purpose, because he knew their practice of
begging from all who go to see them.

I went into another chamber, but was ready to
hasten back, being almost overcome with a horrible
stink. My conductor pressed me forward, con-
juring me in a whisper ¢ to give no offence, which
would be highly resented ; and therefore I durst
not so much as stop my nose. The projector of
this cell was the most ancient student of the aca-
demy ; his face and beard were of a pale yellow;
his hands and clothes daubed over with filth, When
I was presented to him, he gave me a close em-
brace; a compliment I could well have excused.

His employment, from his first coming into the

-
e i e e,
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ploughs, cattle and labour. The method is this
in an acre of ground, you bury, at six inches
distance and eight deep, a quantity of acorns, dates,
chesnuts, and other mast or vegetables, whereof
these animals are fondest ; then you drive six hun-
dred or more of them into the field, where, in a
few days, they will root up the whole grﬁund in
search of their feed, and make it fit for sowing, at
the same time manuring it with their dung; it is
true, upon experiment, they found the charge and
trouble very great, and they had little or no crop.
However, it is not doubted, thatthis invention may
be capable of great improvement.

I went into another room, where the walls and
ceiling were all hung round with cobwebs, except
a narrow passage for the artist to go in and out.
At my entrance, he called aloud to me, ¢ notto
disturb his webs.” He lamented ¢the fatal mistake
the world had been so long in, of using silk-worms,
while we had such plenty of domestic insects, who
infinitely excelled the former, because they under-
stood how to weave, as well as spin.” ~And he
proposed further, ¢ thatby employing spiders, the
charge of dying silks should be wholly saved;’
whereof I was fully convinced, when he showed
me a vastnumber of flies most beautifully coloured,
wherewith he fed his spiders, assuring us ¢ that
the webs would take a tincture from them; and as
he had them of all hues, he hoped to fit every
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latter, the animal was ready to burst, and made so
violent a discharge as was very offensive to me and
my companion. The dog died on the spot, and
we left the doctor endeavouring to recover him, by
the same operation.

I visited many other apartments, but shall not
trouble my reader with all the curiosities I ob-
served, being studious of brevity. .

I had hitherto seen only one side of the academy,
the other being appropriated to the advancers of
speculative learning, of whom I shall say some-
thing, when Ihave mentioned one illustrious person
more, who is called among them ¢the universal
artist.” He told us ¢ he had been thirty years em-
ploying his thoughts for the improvementof human
life.” He had two large rooms full of wonderful
curiosities, and fifty men at work. Some were
condensing air into a dry tangible substance, by
extracting the nitre, and letting the aqueous or
fluid particles percolate; others softening marble,
for pillows and pincushions; others petrifying the
hoofs of a living horse, to preserve them from
foundering. The artist himself was at that time
busy upon two great designs; the first; lo sow
land with chaff, wherein he affirmed the true se-
minal virtue to be contained, as he demonstrated
by several experiments, which I was not skilful
enough to comprehend. The other was, by a cer-
tain composition of gums, minerals, and vegetables,







278 GULLIVER'S TRAVELS :

of a die, but some larger than others. They were |
all linked together by slender wires. These bits
of wood were covered, on every square, with paper
pasted on them; and on these papers were written
all the words of their language, in their several
moods, tenses, and declensions ; but without any
order. The professor then desired me ¢ to ob-
serve; for he was going to set his engine at work.’
The pupils, at his command, took each of them
hold of an iron handle, whereof there were forty
fixed round the edges of the frame; and giving
them a sudden turn, the whole disposition of the
words was entirely changed. He then commandecd
six-and-thirty of the lads to read the several
lines softly, as they appeared upon the frame ; and
where they found three or four words together that
might make a part of a sentence, they dictated tc
the four remaining boys, who were scribes.  This
work was repeated three or four times; and a
every turn, the engine was so contrived, that thq
words shifted into new places, as the square blts 0
wood moved upside down.

Six hours a day the young students were e
ployed in this labour; and the professorshowed m:
several volumes in large folio, already collected,
broken sentences, which he intended to piece to
gether, and out of those rich materials, to give th
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verbs and participles ; because, in reality, all thm
imaginable are but nouns.

The other project was, a scheme forentirely al
lishing all words -whatsoever; and this was urge
as a great advantage in point of health, as well a
brevity. For it is plain, that every word we spe
is, in some degree, a diminution of our lungs by
corrosion ; and consequently contributes to thel
shortening of our lives. An expedient was there-
fore offered, ¢that since words are only names for
things, it would be more convenient for all men t
carry about them such things as were necessary to
express a particular business they are to discours

n.” And this invention would certainly have taken
place, to the great ease as well as health of th
subject, if the women, in conjunction with the vul-
gar and illiterate, had not threatened to raise
rebellion, unless they might be allowed the liberty
to speak with their tongues, after the manner
their forefathers ; such constant irreconcileable
enemies to science are the common people. How-
ever, many of the most learned and wise adhere
to the new scheme of expressing themselves by
things ; which has only this inconvenience attend-
ing it, that if a man’s business be very great, and
of various kinds, he must be obliged, in propor-
tion, to carry a greater bundle of things upon hi
back, unless he can afford one or two strong se
vants to attend him. I have often beheld two
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mours; with many diseases of the head, and more
of the heart ; with strong convulsions, with grievous
contractions of the nerves and sinews in hoth hands,
but especially the right; with spleen, flatus, ver
tigoes, and deliriums; with serofulous tumours,
full of fetid purulent matter; with sour frothy
ructations; with canine appetites, and crudenest
of digestion ; beside many others, needless to men-
tion. This doctor therefore proposed ¢ that upon
the meeting of the senate, certain physicians should
attend at the three first days of their sitting, and at
the close of each day’s debate feel the pulses of
every senator: after which, having maturely con-
sidered and consulted upon the nature of the se-
veral maladies, and the methods of cure, they
should, on the fourth day, return to the senate
house, attended by their apothecaries, stored with
proper medicines: and before the members sat,
administer to such of them lenitives, aperitives, al
teratives, corrosives, restringents, palliatives, laxa
tives, cephalalgics, icteries, apophlematics,
coustics, as their several cases required; and, |
according as their medicines should operate, re=
peat, alter, or omit them, at the next meeting.’

This project could not be of any great expence to
the public, and might, in my poor opinion, be of
much use for the dispatch of business, in those
countries where senates have any share in the le-
gislative power ; beget unanimity, shorten debatess

]












288 GULLIVER'S TRAVELS :

kept alive; none would cumplhm of broken pru
mises, but impute their dlsappmhtments wholly t
fortune, whose shoulders are broader and strong
than those of a ministry. «

Another professor shewed me a large paper '
instructions for discovering plots and conspiraci
against the government. He advised great states
men to examine into the diet of all suspected per
sons; their times of eating; upon which side the
lay in bed; with which hand they wiped their pos
teriors ; take a strict view of their excrements, and
from the colour, the odour, the taste, the con
sistence, the crudeness or maturity of digestion
form a judgment of their thoughts and designs; be
cause men are never so serious, thoughtful, an
intent, as when they are at stool, which he found b
experience; for, in such conjunctures, when h
used, merely as a trial, to consider which was th
best way of murdering the king, his ordure woul
have a tincture of green; but quite different, whe
he thought only of raising an msurrectmn, or burn-
ing the metropolis.

The whole discourse was written with grea
acuteness, containing many observations, both cu-
rious and useful for politicians; but, as I conceived,
not altogether complete. This I ventured to tell
the author, and offered, if he pleased, to supply
kim with some additions. He received my propo-
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a lame dog,* an invader; the plague, a standing
army; a buzzard, a prime minister; the gout, a
high priest; a gibbet, a secretary of state ; a cham-
ber-pot, a committee of grandees ; a sﬁie_ve, a court
lady ; a broom, a revolution; a-mousetrap', an em-
ployment; a bottomless pit, a treasury; a sink, a
court; a cap and bells, a favourite ; a broken reed,
a court of justice; an empty tun, a general ; a run-
ning sore, the administration.

¢ When this method fails, they haye two others
more effectual, which the learned among them call
acrostics and anagrams. First, they can decipher
all initial letters into political meanings. Thus ¥V
shall signify a plot; B, a regiment of horse; Z, a
fleet at sea; or, secondly, by transposing the letters
of the alphabet in any suspected paper, they can
lay open the deepest designs of a discontented
party. So, for example, if I should say, in a letter
to a friend, ¢ Our brother Tom has just got the
piles,” a skilful decipherer would discover that the
same letters which compose that sentence may hc
analyzed into the following words, ¢ I{eslst, ,

plot is brought home—The tour.” And this is th
The professor made me great acknowledgements

anagrammatic method.’

* Sce the proceedings against Dr. Atterbury, Bishop
Rochester, in the State Trials, vol. vi.—H, t
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Europe. I hired two mules, with a guide, to show
me the way, and carry my small baggage. I took
leave of my noble protector, who had shewn me so
much favour, and made me a generous present at
my departure.

My journey was without any accident or adven-
ture worth relating. 'When I arrived at the port
of Maldonada (for so itis called), there was no ship
in the harbour bound for Luggnagg, nor likely to
be in some time. The town is about as large as
Portsmouth. I soon fell into some acquaintance,
and was very hospitably received. A gentleman
“of distinction said to me, ¢ that since the ships
bound for Luggnagg could not be ready in less than
a month, it might be no disagreeable amusement
for me to take a trip to the little island of Glubb-
dubdrib, about five leagues off to the south-west.’
He offered himself and a friend to accompany me,
and that I should be provided with a small conve~
nient bark for the voyage.

Glubbdubdrib, as nearly as I can interpret the
word, signifies the island of sorcerers or magicians,
It is about one third as large as the Isle of Wight,
and extremely fruitful: it is governed by the head
of a certain tribe, who are all magicians. This tribe
marries only among each other, and the eldest in
succession is prince or governor. He has a noble
palace, and a park of about three thousand acres,
surrounded by a wall of hewn stone, twenty feef
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and, to let me sce that I should be treated without
ceremony, he dismissed all his attendants with a
turn of his finger; at which, to my great astonish-
ment, they vanished in an instant like visions in a
dream when we awake on a sudden. T could not
recover mysell in some time, till the governor as-
sured me, ¢ that I should receive no hurt:” and
observing my two companions to be under no con-
cern, who had been often entertained in the same
manner, I began to take courage, and related to
his highness a short history of my several adven-
tures; yet not without some hesitation, and fre-
quently looking behind me to the place where I
had seen those domestic spectres. I had the ho-
nour to dine with the governor, where a new set of
ghosts served up the meat, and walted at table. 1
now observed myself to be less terrified than I had
been in the morning. I stayed till sunset, but
humbly desired his highness to excuse me for not
accepting his invitation of lodging in the palace.
My two friends and I lay at a private house in the
town adjoining, which is the capital of this little
island; and the next morning we returned to pay
our duty to the governor, as he Wwas pleased to com~
mand us. ¥
After this manner we continued in the island for
ten days, most part of every day with the governor,
‘and at night in our lodging. I soon grew so fami-
liarized to the sight of spirits, that after the 1h1rd£
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me upon his hﬂnbur, ¢ that he was not poisoned, but
died of a bad fever by excessive drinking.” *

Next, I saw Hanibal passing the Alps, who told
me, ¢ he had not a drop of vinegar in his camp.’}

I saw Ceasar and Pompey at the head of their
troops, just ready to engage. I saw the former in
his last great triumph. I desired that the senate
of Rome might appear before me, in one large
chamber, and a modern representative in counter-
view in another. The first seemed to be an assem-
bly of heroes and demi-gods; the other, a knot of -
pedlars, pickpockets, highwaymen, and bullies.

~

* In this passage there is a peculiar beauty, though it is
not discovered' at an hasty view. The appearance of
Alexander with a victorious army immediately after the
battle of Arbela, produces only a declaration that he died
by drunkenness ;—thus inadequate and ridiculous in-the eye
of reason is the ultimate purpose for which Alexander with
his army marched into a remote country, subverted a mighty |
empire, and deluged a nation with blood : he gained no
more than an epithet to his name, which, after a few repe-
titions, was no longer regarded even by himself. Thus the |
purpose of his resurrection appears to be at least equally |
important with that of his life, upon which it is a satire not
more bitter than just.—H.

1 Livy, the Roman historian, has related, that Hanniba
burnt a great pile of wood upon a rock that stopped his |
passage, and when it was ‘thus heated, poured
upon it, by which it was made so soft as to be easily cut
through,—H., o
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The governor, at my request, gave the sign for
Casar and Brutus to advance towards us. I was
struck with a profound veneration at the sight of
Brutus, and could easily discover the most consum-
mate virtue, the greatest intrepidity and firmness of
mind, the truest love of his country, and general
benevolence for mankind, in every lineament of his
countenance. I observed, with much pleasure,
that these two persons were in good intelligence
with each other; and Casar freely confessed to me,
* that the greatest actions of his own life were not
equal, by many degrees, to the glory of taking it
away.” I had the honour to have much conversa-
tion with Brutus; and was told, ¢ that his ancestor
unius, Socrates, Epaminondas, Cato the younger,*
Sir Thomas More, and himself, were perpetually
ogether:’ a sextumvirate, to which all the ages of
he world cannot add a seventh.

It would be tedious to trouble the reader with
relating what vast numbers of illustrious persons
were called up, to gratify that insatiable desire I
had to see the world in every period of antiquity
placed before me. I chiefly fed mine eyes with

* I am in some doubt whether Cato the censor can fairly
claim a rank among so choice a group of ghosts. —Orrery.
This note of his lordship is an encomium on the judgment
of our author, who knew that Cato the censor and Cato the
ounger were very different persons, and for gmd reason

preferred the latter.—11,

1\1*
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freely acknowledged his own mistakes in natural
philosophy, because he proceeded in many things
upon conjecture, as all men must do; and he found,
that Gassendi, who had made the doctrine of Epi-
curus as palateable as he could, and the vortices of
Descartes were equally to be exploded. He pre-
dicted the same fate to attraction, whereof the
present learned are such zealous assertors. He said,
‘ that new systems of nature were but new fashions,
which would vary in every age: and even those
who pretend to demonstrate them from mathema-
tical principles, would flourish but a short period
of time, and be out of vogue when that was de-
termined.’

I spent five days in conversing with many others
of the ancient learned. I saw most of the first
Roman emperors. I prevailed on the governor to
call up Eliogabalus’s cooks to dress us a dinner,
but they could not show us much of their skill, for
want of waterials. A helot of Agesilaus made us
a dish of Spartan broth, but I was not able to get
down a second spoonful. g

The two gentleman, who conducted me to the
island, were pressed by their private affairs to re-
turn in three days; which I employed in seeing
some of the modern dead, who had made the
greatest figure, for two or three hundred years past,
in our own and other countries of Europe; and
having been always a great admirer of old illus-
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trious families, I desired the governor would call up
a dozen or two of kings, with their ancestors in
order for eight or nine generations. But my dis-
appointment was grievous and unexpected. For,
instead of a long train with royal diadems, I saw
in one family two fiddlers, three spruce courtiers,
and an Italian prelate. In another, a barber, an
abbot, and two cardinals. I have too great a vene-
ration for crowned heads to dwell any longer on so
nice a subject. But as to counts, marquisses,
dukes, earls, and the like, I was not so scrupulous.
And I confess, it was not without some pleasure
that I found myself able to trace the particular
features, by which certain families are distin-
guished, up to their originals. I could plainly
discover whence one family derives a long chin;
why a second has abounded with knaves for two
generations, and fools for two more; why a third
happened to be crack-brained, and a fourth to be
sharpers; whence it came, what Polydore Virgil
says of a eertain great house, Nec vir fortis, nec
fewmina casta ; how cruelty, falsehood, and cow-
ardice, grew to be characteristics, by which cer-
tain families are distinguished as much as by their
coats of arms ; who first brought the pox into a
noble house, which has lineally descended in scro-
fulous tumours to their posterity. Neither could I
wonder at all this, when I saw such an interruption
of lineages, by pages, lackeys, valets, coachmen,
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gamesters, fiddlers, players, caplains, and pick-
pockets. '

I was chiefly disgusted with modern history. For
having strictly examined all the persons of greatest
name in the courts of princes, for a hundred years
past, I found how the world had been misled by
prostitute writers, to ascribe the greatest exploits
in war, to cowards; the wisest counsel, to fools;
sincerity, to flatterers; Roman virtue, to betrayers
of their country; piety, to atheists; chastity, to
sodomites ; truth, toinformers ; how many innocent
and excellent persons had been condemned to death
or banishment, by the practising of great ministers
upon the corruption of judges, and the malice of
factions: how many villains had been exalted to
the highest places of trust, power, dignity, and
profit: how great a share in the motion and events
of courts, councils, and senates, might be chal-
lenged by bawds, whores, pimps, parasites, and
buffoons. How low an opinion I had of human
wisdom and integrity, when I was truly informed
of the springs and motives of great enterprises and
revolutions in the world, and of the contemptible
accidents to which they owed their success!

Here I discovered the roguery and ignorance of
those who pretend to write anecdotes, or secret |
history; who send so many kings to their graves
with a cup of poison; will repeat the discourse
between a prince and chief minister, where no wit-
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country, in what I say upon this occasion. A greal
number of persons concerned were called up; and,
upon a very slight examination, discovered such a
scene of infamy, that I cannot reflect upon it with-
out some seriousness. Perjury, oppression, subor-
dination, fraud, pandarism, and the like infirmities,
- were among the most excusable arts they had to
mention ; and for these I gave, as it was reason-
able, great allowance. But when some confessed
they owed their greatness and wealth to sodomy,
or incest ; others, to the prostituting of their own
wives and daughters; others, to the betraying of
their country or their prince ; some, to poisoning ;
more, to the perverting of justice, in order to de-
stroy the innocent; I hope I may be pardoned, if
these discoveries inclined me a little to abate of
that profound veneration, which I am naturally apt
to pay to persons of high rank, who ought to be
treated with the utmost respect due to their sub-
lime dignity, by us their inferiors.

I had often read of some great services done to
princes and states, and desired to see the persons
by whom those services were performed. UPun
inquiry I was told, ¢that their names were to be
found on no record, except a few of them, whom
history has represented as the vilest of rogues and
traitors.” As to the rest, I had never once heard of
them. They all appeared with. dejected looks,
and in the meanest habit ; most of them telling me,
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desty had extenuated or concealed a great part of

his merit. _
I was surprised to find corruption grown so high,

and so quick in that empire, by the foree of luxury

so lately introduced; which made me less wonder
at many parallel cases in other countries, where
vices of all kinds have reigned so much longer, and
where the whole praise, as well as pillage, has
been engrossed by the chief commander, who per-
haps had the least title to either.

As every person called up made exactly the same
appearance he had done in the world, it gave me
melancholy reflections to observe, how much the
race of human kind was degenerated among us,
within these hundred years past. How the pox,
under all its consequences and denominations, had
altered every lineament of an English countenance ;
shortened the size of bodies, unbraced the nerves,
relaxed the sinews and muscles, introdueced a sal-
low complexion, and rendered the flesh loose and
rancid. |

I descended so low, as to desire some English
yeomen of the old stamp might be summoned to
appear; once so famous for the simplicity of their
manners, diet, and dress; for justice in their deal-
ings ; for their true spirit of liberty; for their va-
lour, and love of their country. Neither could I
be wholly unmoved, after comparing the living
with the dead, when I considered how all these

[4 -
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made a signal for a pilot. Two of them came on
board in less than half an hour, by whom we were
guided between certain shoals and rocks, which are
very dangerous in the passage, to a large basin,
where a fleet may ride in safety within a cable’s
length of the town-wall.

Some of our sailors, whether out of treachery or
inadvertence, had informed the pilots ¢ that I was
a stranger, and a great traveller;’ whereof these
gave notice to a custom-house officer, by whom I
was examined very strictly upon my landing. This
officer spoke to me in the language of Balnibarbi,
which, by the force of so much commerce, is gene-
rally understood in that town, especially by seamen,
and these employed in the customs. I gave him a
short account of some particulars, and made my,
story as plausible and consistent as I could; but I
thought it necessary to disguise my country, and
call myself a Hollander ; because my intentions
were for Japan, and I knew the Dutch were the
only Europeans permitted to enter into that king-
dom. I therefore told the officer, ¢ that having
been shipwrecked on the coast of Balnibarbi, and
cast on a roeck, I was received up into Laputa, or
the flying island (of which he had often heard), and
was now endeavouring to get to Japan, whence I
might find a convenience of returning to my own
country.” The officer said, ¢ I must be confined
till he could receive orders from court, for which
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e would write immediately, and hoped to receive
an answer in a fortnight.” T was carried to a con-
enient lodging, with a sentry placed at the door;
owever, I had the liberty of a large garden, and
as treated with humanity enough, being main-
ained all the time at the king’s charge. I was vyi-
ited by several persons, chiefly out of curiosity,
ecause it was reported that I came from countries
ery remote, of which they had never heard.

Ihired a young man, who came in the same ship,
0 be an interpreter; he was a native of Luggnagg,

ut had lived some years at Maldonada, and was a

erfect master of both languages. By his assistance,

was able to hold a conversation with those who
‘ame to visit me; but this consisted only of their
Juestions, and my answers,

The dispatch came from court about the time we
expected. It contained a warrant for conducting
me and my retinue to Zraldragdubh, or Trildrog-
drib, for it is pronounced both ways as near as I
can remember, by a party of ten horse. All my
retinue was that poor lad for an interpreter, whom I
persuaded into my service, and, at my humble re-
quest, we had each of us a mule to ride on. A mes-
senger was dispatched half a day’s journey before
us, to give the king notice of my approach; and to
desire, ¢ that his majesty would please to appoint
F day and hour, when it would be his gracious plea-
sure, that I might have the honour to lick the dust
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before his footstool.” This js the court style, and I
found it to be more than a matter of form. For,
upon my admittance two days after my arrival, I
was commanded to crawl upon my belly, and lick
the floor as I advanced; but, on account of my
being a stranger, care was taken to have it made
so clean, that the dust was not offensive. However,
this was a peculiar grace, not allowed to any but
persons of the highest rank, when they desire an ad-
mittance. Nay, sometimes the floor is strewed with
dust on purpose, when the person to be admitted
happens to have powerful enemies at court. And I
have seen a great lord with his mouth so crammed,
that when he had crept to the proper distance from
the throne, he was not able to speak a word. Nei-
ther is there any remedy; because it is capital for
those, who receive an audience, to spit or wipe
their mouths in his majesty’s presence. There is
indeed another custom, which I cannot altogether
approve of: when the king has a mind to put any
of his nobles to death in a gentle, indulgent man-
ner, he commands the floor to be strewed with a

certain brown powder of a deadly composition,
which, beinglicked up, infallibly kills himin twenty-
four hours. But in justice to this prince’s great
clemency, and the care he has of his subjects’ lives.
(wherein it were much to be wished that the mo-_
narchs of Europe would imitate him), it must be
“mentioned for his honour, that strict orders are







312 GULLIVER'S TRAVELS :

directed: Flute drin yalerick dwuldom prastrad
mirpush, which properly signifies, ¢ My tongue is
in the mouth of my friend ;* and by this expression
was meant, that I desired leave to bring my inter-
preter; whereupon the young man, already men-
tioned, was accordingly introduced ; by whose in-
tervention I answered as many questions as his ma-
jesty could put in above an hour. I spoke in the
Balnibarbian tongue, and'my interpreter delivered
my meaning in that of Luggnagg.

The king was much delighted with my company,
and ordered his bliffmarkiub, or high-chamberlain,
to appoint a lodging"in the court for me and my
interpreter; with a daily allowance for my table,
and a large purse of gold for my common expences.

I stayed three months in this country, out o
perfect obedience to his majesty ; who was pleased
highly to favour me, and made me very honourable
offers. But I thought it more consistent with pru-
dence and justice to pass the remainder of my days
with my wife and family.
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as strongly as he could. That the oldest had still
hopes of living one day longer, and looked on death
as the greatest evil, from which nature always
prompted him to retreat. Only in this island of
Luggnagg, the appetite for living was not so eager,
from the continual example of the struldbrugs be-
fore their eyes.

¢ That the system of living contrived by me, was
unreasonable and unjust; because it supposed a
perpetuity of youth, health, and vigour, which no
man could be so foolish to hope, however extrava-
gant he may be in his wishes.* That the question
therefore was not, whether a man would choose to |
be always in the prime of youth, attended with
prosperity and health; but how he would pass a
perpetual life, under all the usual disadvantages
which old age brings along with it. For although
few men will avow their desires of being immortal,
upon such hard conditions, yet in the two kingdoms
before mentioned, of Balnibarbi and Japan, he ob-
served that every man desired to put off death some
time longer, let it approach ever so late : and he

* To this it may possibly be objected, that the perpetuity
of youth, health, and vigour, would be less a prodigy than
the perpetuity of life in a body subject to gradual decay,
and might therefore be hoped without greater extravagance
of folly ; but the sentiment here expressed is that of a being
to whom immortality, though not perpetual youth, was fa-
miliar, and in whom the wish of perpetual youth only would

“have been extravagant, because that only appeared from
facts to be impossible,—H,
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the only entertainment whereof they might other-
wise be capable. .

¢ The language of this country being always
upon the flux, the struldbrugs of one age do not
understand those of another ; neither are they able,
after two hundred years, to hold any conversation
(farther than by a few general words) with their
neighbours the mortals; and thus they lie under
ihe disadvantage of living like foreigners in their
own country.’

This was the account given me of the séruldbrugs,
as near as I can remember, I afterwards saw five
or six of different ages, the youngest not above
two hundred years old, who were brought to me at
several times by some of my friends; but although
they were told, ¢ that I was a greal traveller, and
had seen all the world,” they had not the least
curiosity to. ask me a question ; only desired ¢ I
would give them slumskudask, or a token of re-
membrance ;” which is a modest way of begging, to
avoid the law, that strictly forbids it, because they
are provided for by the public, although indeed
with a very scanty allowance.

They are despised and hated by all sorts of people.
When one of them is born, it is reckoned ominous,
and their birth is recorded very particularly: so
that you may know their age by consulting the
register, which, however, has not been kept above
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south-west part of the island. - In six days I founc
a vessel ready to carry me to Japan, and spen
fifteen days in the voyage. We landed at'a smal
port-town called Xamoschi, situated on the south:
east part of Japan; the town lies on the wester
point, where there is a narrow strait leading north
ward into a long arm of the sea, upon the north
west part of which, Yedo the metropolis stands
At landing I showed the custom-house officers m
letter from the king of Luggnagg to his imperia
majesty. They knew the seal perfectly well; i
was as broad as the palm of my hand. The im
pression was, ¢ A king lifting up a lame begga
from the earth.” The magistrates of the town
hearing of my letter, received me as a public mi
nister; they provided me with carriages and ser:
vants, and bore my charges to Yedo; where I wa
admitted to an audience, and delivered my letter
which was opened with great ceremony, and ex:
plained to the emperor by an interpreter ; who the:
gave me notice, by his majesty’s order, ¢ that |
should signify my request, and, whatever it were, i
should be granted, for the sake of his royal brothe
of Luggnagg.” This interpreter was a person em-
ployed to transact affairs with the Hollanders: h¢
soon conjectured, by my countenance, that I was
a European, and therefore repeated his majesty’s
commands in Low Dutch, which he spoke perfectly
well. 1 answered as I had before determined,
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my hanger; and they were so civil as not to searc|
my pockets, into which I conveyed what money
had, with some other little necessaries. They rowe;
about a league, and then set me down on a strand
I desired them to tell me what country it was, The
all swore ¢they knew no more than myself;’ bu
said, ¢ that the captain (as they called him) wa
resolved, after they had sold the lading, to get ri
of me in the first place where they could discove
land.” They pushed off immediately, advising m
to make haste for fear of being overtaken by th
tide, and so bade me farewell.

In this desolate condition, I advanced forward
and soon got upon firm ground, where I sat dow
on a bank to rest myself, and consider what I ha
hest do. When I was a little refreshed, I went
into the couniry, resolving to deliver myself to t
first savages I should meet, and purchase my li
from them by some bracelets, glass rings, and oth
toys, which sailors usually provide themselves wi
in those voyages, and whereof I had some abo
me. The land was divided by long rows of tree
not regularly planted, but naturally growing ; the
was great plenty of grass, and several fields of oa
1 walked very circumspectly, for fear of being su
prised, or suddenly shot with an arrow from behin
or on either side. I fell into a beaten road, whe
1 saw m_anjr tracks of human feet, and some
cows, but most of horses. At last I beheld sever
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horse came up; who, applying himself first in a
very formal manner, they gently struck each other’s
right hoof before, neighing several times by turns,
and varying the sound, which seemed to be almost
articulate. They went some paces off, as if it were
to confer together, walking side by side, backward
and forward, like persons deliberating upon some
affair of weight, but often turning their eyes towards
me, as it were to watch that I might not escape.
I was amazed to see such actions and behaviour in
brute beasts; and concluded with myself, that if
the inhabitants of this country were endued with a
proportionable degree of reason, they must needs
be the wisest people upon earth. This thought
gave me so much comfort, that I resolved to go
forward, until I could discover some house or ¥il-
lage, or meet with any of the natives, leaving the
two horses to discourse together as they pleased.
But the first, who was a dapple gray, observing me
to steal off, neighed after me in so expressive a tone,
that I fancied myself to understand what he meant;
whereupon I turned back, and came near to him
to expect his farther commands; but concealing
my fear as much as I could; for I began to be in
some pain how this adventure might terminate,
and the reader will casily believe I did not much
like my present situation.

The two horses came up close to me, looking
with great earnestness upon my face and hands.
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¢ Gentlemen, if you be conjurors, as I have good
cause to believe, you can understand any language ;
therefore I make bold to let your worships know,
that I am a poor distressed Englishman, driven by
his misfortunes upon your coast; and I entreat one
of you to let me ride upon his back, as if he were
a real horse, to some house or village where I can
be relieved. In return of which favour, I will
mmake you a present of this knife and bracelet;’
taking them out of my pocket. The two creatures
stood silent while I spoke, seeming t6 listen with
great attention ; and when I had ended, they neighed
ifrequently towards each other, as if they were en-
gaged in serious conversation. T plainly observed
that their language expressed the passions very well,
and the words might, with little pains, be resolved
into an alphabet more easily than the Chinese.

I could frequently distinguish the word Ya/loo,
which was repeated by each of them several times :
and although it was impossible for me to conjecture
what it meant, yet while the two horses were busy
in conversation, I endeavoured to practise this word
upogp my tongue; and as soon as they were silent,
I boldly pronounced Y«hoo in a loud voice, imi-
tating at the same time, as near as I could, the
neighing of a horse; at which they were both visibly
surprised ; and the gray repeated the same word
twice, as if he meant to teach me the right accent ;
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CHAPTER II.

THE AUTHOR CONDUCTED BY A HOUYHNHNM TO HIS HOUSE,
THE HOUSE DESCRIBED. THE #UTHUi’S RECEPTION.
THE FOOD OF THE HOUYHNHNMS. THE AUTHOR IN
DISTRESS FOR WANT OF MEAT. IS AT LAST RELIEVED.
RIS MANNER OF FEEDING IN THIS COUNTRY.

Havive travelled about three miles, we came to
a long kind of building, made of timber stuck in
the ground, and wattled across; the roof was low,
and covered with straw. I now began to be a little
comforted ; and took out some toys, which travellers
usually carry for presents to the savage Indians of
America, and other parts, in hopes the people of
the house would be thereby encouraged to receive
me kindly. The horse made me-a sign to go in
first; it was a large room with a smooth clay floor,
and a rack and manger, extending the whole length
on one side. There were three nags and two mares,
not eating, but some of them sitting down upon
their hams, which I very much wondered at; but
wondered more to see the rest employed in domestic
business; these seemed but ordinary cattle; how-
ever, this confirmed my first opinibn, that a people
who could so far civilise brute animals, must needs
excel in wisdom all the nations of the world. The
gray came in just after, and thereby prevented any
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in a dream. I then absolutely concluded, that all
these appearances could be nothing else but necro-
mancy and magic. But I had no time to pursne
these reflections; for the gray horse came to the
door, and made me a sign to follow him into the
third rcom, where I saw a very comely mare, to-
gether with a colt and foal, sitting on their haunches
upon mats of straw not unartfully made, and per-
fectly neat and clean.

The mare soon after my entrance rose from her
mat, and coming up close, after having nicely ob-
served my hands and face, gave me a most con-
temptuous look ; and turning to the horse, I heard
the word Yahoo often repeated betwixt them ; the
meaning of which word I could net then compre-
hend, although it was the first I had learned to
pronounce ; but I was soon better informed, to my
everlasting mortification ; for the horse, beckoning
to me with his head, and repeating the Ahunn,
hhwnn, as he did upon the road, which I understood
was to attend him, led me out into a kind of court,
where was another buildingy at some distance from
the house. Here we entered, and I saw three of
those detestable creatures, which I first met after
my landing, feeding upon roots, and the flesh of
some animals, which I afterwards found to be that
of asses and dogs, and now and then a cow, dead
by accident or disease. They were all tied by the
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two horses, was to see the rest of my body so very
different from ‘that of a Yahoo, for which I was
- obliged to my clothes, whereof they had no con-
ception. The sorrel nag offered me a root, which
he held (after their manner, as we shall deseribe in
its proper place) ‘between his hoof and pastern: I
took it in my hand, and, having smelt it, returned
it to him again as eivilly as I could. He brought
out of the ¥Yahoos’ kennel a piece of ass’s flesh, but
it smelt so offensively that I turned from it with
loaﬂ:ihg he then threw it to the Yaloo, by whom
it was greedily devoured. He afterwards showed
me a wisp of hay, and a fetlock full of oats; but I
shook my head, to signify that neither of these were
food for me." And indeed I now apprehended that
I must absolutely starve, if I did not get to some
of my own species; for as to those filthy ¥aloos,
although there were few greater lovers of mankind
at that time than myself, yet I confess I never saw
any sensitive being so detestable on all accounts;
and the more I came near them, the more hateful
they grew, while I stayed in that country. ' This
the master horse observed by my behaviour, and
therefore sent the Ya/ioo back to his kennel. He
then put his fore-hoof to his mouth, at which I was
much surprised, although he did it with ease, and
with a motion that appeared perfectly natural ; and
made other signs, to know what I would eat; but I
could not return him such an answer as he was able
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the master and mistress extremely cheerful and
complaisant to their guest. - The gray ordered me
to stand by him; and much discourse passed be-
tween him and his friend concerning me, as I found,
by the stranger’s often looking on mﬁ and the fre-
quent repetition of the word Yahoo. = |
I happened to wear my gloves, m!ush the master
gray observing, seemed perplexed, discovering signs
of wonder what I had dene to my fore-feet : he put
his hoof three or four times to them, as if he would
signify that I should reduce them te their former
shape, which I presently did, pulling off beth my
gloves, and putting them into my pocket. This
occasioned fartl-er talk, and I saw the company was
pleased with my behaviour, whereof I soon fou
the good effects. I was ordered to speak the few
words I understood ; and while they were at dinner
the master taught me the names for oats, milk, fire
water, and some others ; which I could readily pro
nounce after him, having from my ymuth a grei
facility in learning languages. |
When dinner was done, the master l:orse to
me aside, and by signs and words made me under
stand the concern he was in that I had nothing t
cat. Oats in their tongue are called kéunn/k. Thi
word I pronounced two or three times; for althou
I had refused them at first, yet, upon sec
thoughts, I considered that I could contrive to mak
of them a kind of bread, which might be sufficien
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ith milk, to keep me alive, till I could make my
scape to some other country, and to creatures of
my own species. The horse immediately ordered
1 white mare-servant of his family to bring me a
vood quantity of oats in a sort of wooden tray.
These I heated before the fire, as well as I could,
and rubbed them till the husks came off, which I
nade a shift to winnow from the grain: I ground
ind beat them between two stones, then took
rater, and made them into a paste or cake, which
toasted at the fire, and eat warm with milk. It
vas at first a very insipid diet, though common
:nough in many parts of Europe, but grew tolerable
y time; and having been often reduced to hard
are in my life, this was not the first experiment I
ad made, how easily nature is satisfied. And I
annot but observe, that I never had one hour’s
sickness while I staid in this island. It is true, I
sometimes made a shift to catch a rabbit, or bird,
)y springes made of Yahoo's hairs ; and I often ga-
hered wholesome herbs, which I boiled, and eat
is salads with my bread ; and now and then, for a
arity, I made a little butter, and drank the whey.
was at first at a great loss for salt, but custom
oon reconciled me to the want of it; and I am
confident, that the frequent use of salt among us
an effect of luxury, and was first introduced only
a provocative to drink, except where it is neces-
sary for preserving flesh in long voyages, or in
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areat, that he spent many hours of his leisure to
instruct me. He was convincqié_ag he afterwards
told me) that I must be a Yakoo; but my teach-
ableness, civility, and cleanliness astomshed him ;
which were qualities altogether upposlte 10 those
animals.* Hewas most perplexed about my clothes,
reasoning sometimes with hgm&g_ﬁf ‘whether they
were a part of my body; for I illé"#ef'pﬁll'eﬂ' them
off till the family were asleep, and got them on
before they waked in the morning. My master was |
eagerto learn ¢ whenee I came; how I acquired
those appearances of reason, which I discovered in.
all my actions ; and to know my story from my own
mouth, which he hoped he should soon do, by the
great proficiency I made in learning and pro-
nouncing their words and sentences.” To help my
memory, I formed all I learned into the English
alphabet, and writ the words down, with the trans-
lations. This last, after some time, I ventured to
do in my master’s presence. It cost me much
trouble to explain to him what I was doing ; for the.
inhabitants have not the least idea of boeks or lite-
rature.

In about ten weeks tinre, I was able to under-
stand most of his questions; and in three months
could give him some tolerable answers. He was

* ¢ Qualities opposite to animals,” is a strange mode of
expression ; it should be—¢ which were qualities altogether
opposite to such as belonged to those animals.’—8. i
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could; and hoped, in a short time, I should be able
to tell him wonders.” He was pleased to direct his
own mare, his colt and foal, and the servants of the
family, to take all opportunities of instructing me;
and every day, for two or three hours, he was at|
the same pains himself: several horses and mares
of quality in the neighbourhood came often to our
house, upon the report spread of ¢ a wonderful
Yahooy that could speak like a Houyhnhnm, and
seemed, in his words and actions, to discover some
glimmerings of reason.” These delighted to con-
verse with me : they put many questions, and re-
ceived such answers as I was able to return. By
all these advantages, I made so great a progress,
that, in five months from my arrival, I understood
whatever was spoken, and could express mjrsel
tolerably well.

The Howuyhnhnms, who came to visit my maste
out of a design of seeing and talking with me
could hardly believe me to be a right Ya/oo, be
cause my body had a different covering from othe
of my kind. They were astonished to observe m
without the usual hair or skin, except on my head,
face, and hands; but I discovered that secret t
my master upon an aceident which happened abou
4 fortnight before.

I have already told the reader, that ey ery nigh
when the family were gone to bed, it was my cus
tom to strip, and cover myself with my clothes : i
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hot and cold; of which, as to'my own person, I
would give him immediate conviction, if he pleased
to command me : only desiring his excuse, if I did
not expose those parts that nature taught us to con-
ceal.” He said, *my discourse was all very strange,
but especially the last part; for he could net un-
derstand, why nature should teach us to conceal
what nature bad given; that neither himself nor
family were ashamed of any parts of their bodies ;
but, however, I might do as I pleased.” Where-
upon I first unbuttoned my coat, and pulled it off.
I did the same with my waistcoat. Idrew off my
shoes, stockings, and breeches. I let my shir
down to my waist, and drew up the bottom, fasten
ing it like a girdle about my middle, to hide my
nakedness.

My master observed the whole performance wit
great signs of curiosity and admiration. He too
up all my clothes in his pastern, one piece afte
another, and examined them diligently ; he ther
stroked my body very gently, and looked round m
several times ; after which, he said, it was plain
must be a perfect Yaloo; but that I differed ver
much from the rest of my species, in the softness
whiteness, and smoothness of my skin; my wa
of hair in several parts of my body ; the shape a
shortness of my claws behind and before; an
my affectation of walking continually on my tw
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% because,’ as he told them privately, ¢ this woul
put me into good humour, gnd;malse me more di
verting.’ bian.giis ]
Every day, when I waited on him, beside th
trouble he was at in teachiug,whe-pmq_lﬂ,.,ask m
ceyeral questions concerning myself, which 1 an
swered as well as I could; and by these means h
had already received some general _idea,s,,_thqu'
very imperfect. It would be tedious 10 relate t
seyeral steps by which I advanced to a more regu
lar conversation; but the first a_ccmxhtl I gave
myself in any order and length was to this purpos
¢ That I came from a very far country, as
already had attempted to tell him, with about fif
more of my own species; that we travelled 1,1'
the seas in a great holiow vessel made of woo
and larger than his honour’s house. . I describ
the ship to him in the best terms I could, and e:
plained, by the help of my handkexchief displaye
how it was driven forward by the wind.. That up:
a quarrel among us, I was set on shore on 1

coast, where I walked forward, without knowi
whither, till he delivered me from the persecuti
of those execrable Yahoos. He asked me, ¢ W
made the ship, and how it was possible that
Howyhnhnms of my country would leave it to t
management of brutes? My answer was, that
durst proceed no further in my relation, unless
would give me his word and honour that he wou
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I lived, resembled me orthe ¥akoos of his country.’
Tlassured him; that T was as well shaped as most
of myage: but the younger, and the females, were
much more soft and tender, and the skins of the
latter generally!'as white as milk.?  He said, < I
differed indeed from other Ya/oos; being much
more-cleanly, and not altogether so deformed; but,
in point 'of real advantage, he thought I differed .
for the worse. That my nails were of no use either
to my fore or hinder—feei;' as to my fore-feet, he
could not properly call them by that name, for he
never observed me to walk upon them j that they
were 100 soft to bear the ground; that I generally
went with them uncovered ; neither was the covering
1 sometimes wore ‘on them of the same shape, or
so strong as that on my feet behind. That T'could
not walk with any security; for if either of my
hinder feet slipped; T must inevitably fall.” He then
began to find fault with other parts of my body:
¢ the flatness ‘of my face, the prominence of my
nose, mine eyes placed directly in front, so that
I could not look on either side, without turning my
head: that T was not able to feed myself, without
lifting one of my fore-feet to my mouth ; and there-
fore nature had placed those joints to answer that
necessity. ' He knew not what could be the use of
those several clefts and divisions in my feet behind;
that these ‘were too soft to bear the hardness and
sharpness éf stones, without a covering made from
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country, as many days’ journey as the strongest of
his honour’s servants could travel in the annual
course of the sun. That I was bred a surgeon, whose
trade it is to cure wounds and hurts in the body,
gotten by accident or violence; that my country
was governed by a female man, whom we called
queen. That I left it to get riches, whereby I might
maintain myself and family, when I should return.
That, in my last voyage, I was commander of the
ship, and had about fifty Ya/koos under me, many
of which died at sea, and I was forced to supply
them by others picked out from several nations..
That our ship was twice in danger of being sunk ;
the first time by a great storm, and the second by
striking against a rock.” Here my master interposed,
by asking me, ¢ howI could persuade strangers, out
of different countries, to venture with me, alter the
losses I had sustained, and the hazards I had run?’
I said, ¢ they were fellows of desperate fortunes,
forced to fly from the places of their birth on ac-
count of their poverty or their crimes. Some were
undone by lawsuits; others spent all they had in
drinking, whoring, and gaming ; others fled for
treason ; many for murder, theft, poisoning, rob-
bery, perjury, forgery, coining false money, for
committing rapes, or sodomy ; for flying from their
colours, or deserting to the ememy; and most of
them had broken prison ; none of these durst return
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regard to time or other circumstances, while I
strictly adhere to truth. My only concern is, that
I shall hardly be able to do justice to my master’s
arguments and expressions, which must needs suffer
by my want of capacity, as well as by a translation
into our barbarous English.

In obedience therefore to his honour’s commands,
I related to him the revolution under the prince of
Orange; the long war with France, entered into
by the said prince, and renewed by his successor,
the present queen ; wherein the greatest powers of
Christendom were engaged, and which still con-
tinued : T computed at his request, ¢ that about a
million of Yakoos might have been killed in the
whole progress of it; and perhaps a hundred or
more cities taken, and fives times as many ships
burnt or sunk.’

He asked me ¢ what were the usual causes or
motives that made one country go to war with
another?” I answered, ¢ They were innumerable ;
but I should only mention a few of the chief. Some-
times the ambition of princes, who never think they
have land or people enough to govern. Sometimes
the corruption of ministers, who engage their mas-
ter in a war, in order to stifle or divert the clamour
of the subjects against their evil administration.
Difference in opinions has cost many millions of
lives ; for instance, whether flesh be bread, or bread
be flesh; whether the juice of a certain berry be
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¢ What you have told me,’ said my master, ¢upon
the subject of war, does indeed discover most ad-
mirably the effects of that reason you pretend to:
however, it is happy that the shame is greater
than the danger; and that nature has left you ut-
terly incapable of doing much mischief. For your
mouths lying flat with your faces, you can hardly
bite each other to any purpose, unless by consent.
Then as to the claws upon your feet before and be-
hind, they are so short and tender, that one of our
Yahoos would drive a dozen of yours before him.
And therefore, in recounting the numbers of those
who have been killed in battle, I cannot but think
you have said the thing that is not.’

I could not forbear shaking my head, and smiling
a little at his ignorance. And being no stranger to
the art of war, I gave him a description of cannons,
culverins, muskets, carabines, pistols, bullets,
powder, swords, bayonets, battles, sieges, retreats,
attacks,undermines, countermines, bombardments,
sea-fights, ships sunk with a thousand men, twenty
thousand killed on each side, dying groans, limbs
flying in the air, smoke, noise, confusion, tram-
pling to death under horses’ feet, flight, pursuit,
victory : fields strewed with carcasses, left for food
to dogs and wolves, and birds of prey: plundering,
stripping, rarvishing, burning, and destroying. And
to set forth the valour of my own dear countrymen,
1 assured him, ¢ that I had seen them blow up a
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or else he will be reprimanded by the judges, and
abhorred by his brethren, as one that would lessen
the practice of the law. And therefore I have but
two methods to preserve my cow. The first is, to
gain over my adversary’s lawyer with a double fee,
who will then betray his client, by insinuating that
he has justice on his side. The second way is, for
my iawyer to make my cause appear as unjust as:
he can, by allowing the cow to belong to my adver-
sary: and this, if it be skilfully done, will certainly
bespeak the favour of the bench. WNow your ho-
nour is to know, that these judges are persons ap-
pointed to decide all controversies of property, as
well as for the trial of criminals, and picked out
from the most dextrous lawyers, who are grown old
or lazy; and having been biassed all their lives
against truth and equity, lieundersucha fatal neces-
sity of favouring fraud, perjury, and oppression, that
I'have known some of them refuse alarge bribe from
the side where justice lay, rather than injure the
faculty, by doing any thmtr unbecoming thmr na-
ture or their office.

¢ Tt is a maxim among these lawyers, that what-
ever has been done before, may legally be done
again; and therefore they take special care to re-
cord all the decisions formerly made against com-
mon justice, and the general reason of mankind.
These, under the name of precedents, they pro-
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irees, serpents, toads, frogs, spiders, dead men’s
flesh and bones, birds, beasts, and fishes, to form a
composition, for smell and taste, the most abomi-

- nable, nauseous, and detestable they can possibly
contrive, which the stomach immediately rejects
with loathing, and this they call a vomit: or else,
from the same store-house, with some other poi-
sonous additions, they command us to take in at
the orifice above or below (just as the physician
then happens to be disposed) a medicine equally
annoying and disgustful to the bowels ; which, re-
laxing the belly, drives down all before it ; and this
they call a purge, or a clyster. For nature (as the
physicians allege) having intended the superior
anterior orifice only for the intromission of solids
and liquids, and the inferior posterior for ejection,
these artists* ingeniously considering, that in all
diseases nature is forced out of her seat; therefore,
to replace her in it, the body must be treated in a
manner directly contrary, by interchanging the use
of each orifice ; forcing solids and liquids in at the
anus, and making evacuations at the mouth.

* But besides real diseases, we are subject to
many that are only imaginary, for which the physi-
cians have invented jmaginary cures; these have
their several names, and so have the drugs that are

. * ¢« These ‘artists,” is a nominative, without any verb to
which it refers in the remainder of the sentence,”—8§,

R
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1 described the nature to him), they secure them-

selves from after-reckonings, and retire from the
public, laden with the spoils of the nation.

¢ The palace of a chief minister is a seminary to
breed up others in his own trade : the pages, lac-
keys,and porter, by imitating their master, become

ministers of state in their several districts, and

learn to excel in the three principal ingredients of
insolence, lying, and bribery. Accordingly, they
have a subaltern court paid to them by persons of
the best rank ; and sometimes, by the force of dex-
terity and impudence, arrive, through several gra-
dations, to be successors to their lord. 50 4

¢ He is usually governed by a deca}ﬂed w:ench
or favourite footman, who are the tunnels through
which all graces are conveyed, and may properly
be called; in the last resort, the governors uf.' the
kingdom.” :

One day in disocurse, my master, haﬂng heard
me mention the nobility of my country, was pleased.
to make me a compliment which I could not pretend
1o deserve: ¢ that he was sure I must have been
born of some noble family, because I far exceeded
in shape, colour, and cleanliness, all the ¥Yakoos of
his nation, although I seemed to fail in strength
:-.in‘d agility, which must be imputed to my different
way of living from those other brutes ; and besides,
1 was not only endowed with the faculty of speech,

E
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means the family seldom continues above three
generations, unless the wife takes care to provide
a healthy father, among her neighbours or domes-
tics, in order to improve and continue the breed.
That a weak, diseased body, a meagre countenance,
and sallow eomplexion, are the true marks of noble
blood; and a healthy robust appearance is so dis-
graceful in a man of quality, that the world con- |
cludes his real father to have been a groom or a
coachman. The imperfections of his mind run
parallel with those of his body, being a composition
of spleen,.dullness, ignorance, caprice, sensunality,
and pride. | |

¢ Without the consent of tlus illustrious hnd]r, no
law can be enacted, repealed, or altered; and these
nobles have likewise the decision of all our pos-
sessions, without appeal.’

AL U LINR LY

CHAPTER VIL

THE AUTHOR'S GREAT LOVE OF HIS NATIVE COUNTRY.
HIS MASTER’S OBSERVATIONS UPON THE GDﬂSTITUTIOH
AND ADMINISTRATION OF ENGLAND, AS DESCRIBED BY
THE AUTHOR, WITH PARALLEL CASES AND COMPARISONS.
HIS MASTER’S OBSERVATIONS UPON HUMAN HATUEE.

The reader may be disposed to wonder, how I
could prevail on myself to give so free a represen-
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tation of my own species, among a race of mortals,
who are alrecady too apt to conceive the vilest
opinion of human-kind, from thal entire congruity
between me and their Yaloos. But I must freely
confess, that the many virtues of those excellent
‘quadrupeds, placed in opposite view to human cor-
ruptions, had so far opened my eyes, and enlarged
.my understanding, that I began to view the actions
and passions of man in a very different light, and
to think the honour of my own kind not worth ma-
naging ; which, hesides, it was impossible for me
to do, before a person of so acute a judgment as
my master, who daily convinced me of a thousand
faults in myself, whereof I had not the least per-
ception before, and which, with us, would never
be numbered even among human infirmities. I
had likewise learned, from his example, an utter
detestation of all falsehood or disguise; and truth
appeared so amiable to me, that I determined upon
sacrificing every thing to it. |

Let me deal so candidly with the reader, as to
confess that there was yet a much stronger motive
for the freedom I took in my representation of
things. T had not yet been a year in this country,
belore I contracted such a love and weneration for
the inhabitants, that I entered on a firm resolution
never to return to human-kind, but to pass the rest
of my life among these admirable Houyhnhnms,
in the contemplation and practice of every virtue:
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where I could have no example or incitement to
vice. Butitwas decreed by fortune, my perpetual
enemy, that so great a felicity should not fall to
my share. However, it is now some comfort to
reflect, that in what I said of my countrymen, I
extenuated their faults as much as I durst before so
strict an examiner; and upon évery arlicle gave as
favourable a turn as the matter would bear. For,
indeed, who is there alive that will not be swayed
by his bias and partiality to the place of his birth?

I have related the substance of several conver-
sations I had with my master, during the greatest
part of the time T had the honour to be in his ser-
vice ; ‘but have indeed, for brevity sake, omitted
much more than is here set down. -

When I had answered all his questions, and his
curiosity seemed to be' fiilly 'satisfied, he sent for
me one morning early, and commanded me to sit
down at some distance (an honour which he had
never before conferred upon i'ne). He said, ¢ he
had been very seriously considering my whole story,
as far as it related both to myself and my country:
that he looked upon us as a sort of animals, to
whose share, by what accident he could not con-
jecture, some small pittance of reason had fallen,
whereof we made no other use, than by its as-
sistance to aggravate our natural corruptions, and
to acquire new ones, which nature had not given
us; that we disarmed ourselves of the few abilities
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she had bestowed ; had been very successful in mul-
tiplying our original wants, and seemed to spend
our whole lives in vain endeavours to supply them
by our own inventions. That as to myself, it was
manifest I had neither the strength nor agility of a
common Yahoo; that I walked infirmly on my
hinder feet; had found out a contrivance to make
my claws of no use or defence, and to remove the
hair from my chin, which was intended as a shelter
from the sun and weather. Lastly, that I could
neither run with speed, nor elimb trees like my
brethren,” as he called them, ¢ the Yaloos in his
country.

¢ That our institutions of government and law
were plainly owing to our gross defects in reason,
and by consequence in virtue ; because reason alone
is sufficient to govern a rational creature; which
was therefore a character we had no pretence to
challenge, even from the account'I'had given of
my own people ; although he manifestly perceived,
that, in order to favour them, I had concealed many
particulars, and often said the thing which was not.

¢ He was the more confirmed in this opinion, be-
cause he observed, that as I agreed in every feature
of my body with other Yaloos, except where it was
to my real disadvantage in point of strength, speed,
and activity, the shortness of my claws, and some
other particulars where nature had no part; sofrom

the representation I had given him of our lives,
n*
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our manners, and our actions, he found as near a
resemblance in the disposition of our minds,” He
said, ¢ the Ya’oos were known to hate one another,
more than they did any different species of animals;
and the reason usually assigned was, the odiousness
of their own shapes, which all could see in the rest,
but not in themselves. He had therefore begun
to think it not unwise in us to cover our bodies,
and by that invention conceal many of our defor-
mities from each other, which would else he hardly
supportable. But he now found he had been mis-
taken, and that the dissensions of those brutes in
his country, were owing to the same cause with
ours, as I had described them. For if,” said he,
¢ you throw among five Yahoos as much food as
would be sufficient for fifty, they will, instead of
eating peaceably, fall together by the ears, each
single one impatient to have all to itself; and there-
fore a servant was usually employed to stand by,
while they were feeding abroad, and those kept at
home were tied at a distance from each other: that
if a cow died of age or accident, before a Howyhn-
Jinm could secure it for his own ¥Yaloos, those in
the neighbourhood would come in herds to seize
it, and then would ensue such a battle as I had
described, with terrible wounds made by their claws
on both sides, although they seldom were able to
kill one another, for want of such convenient in-
straments of death as we had invented. At other
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times the like battles have been fought between the
Yahoos of several neighbourhoods, without any
visible cause; those of one district watching all
opportunities to surprise the next, before they
are prepared. But if they find their project has
misearried, they return home, and, for want of
enemies, engage in what I call a civil war among
themselyes. _

¢ That in some fields of his country, there are
certain shining stones of several colours, whereof
the Yaloos are violently fond ; and when part of
these stones is fixed in the earth, as it sometimes
happens, they will dig with their claws for whole
days to get them out; then carry them away, and
hide them by heaps in their kennels ; but still look-
ing round with great caution, for fear their com-
rades should find out their treasure.” My master
said, ¢ he could never discover the reason of this
unnatural appetite, or how these stones could be of
any use to a Yaloo ; but now he believed it might
proceed from the same principle of avarice, which
I had ascribed to mankind. That he had once, by
way of experiment, privately removed a heap of
these stones from the place where one of his ¥Ya/oos
had buried it; wher&ﬁpon the sordid animal, missing
his treasure, by his loud Jamenting brought the
whole herd to the place, there miserably howled,
then fell to biting and tearing the rest; began to
pine away, would neither eat, nor sleep, nor work,
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till_he ordered a servant privately to convey the
stones into the same hole, and hide them as before ;
which, when his ¥a/koo had found, he presently
recovered his spirits and good humour, but took
good care to remove them to a better hiding-place,
and has ever since been a very serviceable brute.’

My master further assured me, which I also ob-
served myself, ¢ that in the fields where the shin-
ing stones abound, the fiercest and most frequent
battles are fought, occasioned by perpetual inroads
of the neighbouring Yakhoos.”

He said, ¢ it was common, when two Yahoos dis-
covered such a stone in a field, and were contend-
ing which of them should be the proprietor, a third
would take the advantage, and carry it away from
them both ;> which my master would needs contend
to have some kind of resemblance with our suits at
law ; wherein I thought it for our credit not to un-
deceive him : since the decision he mentioned was
much more equitable than many decrees among
us : because the plaintiff and defendant there lost
nothing beside the stone they contended for: where-
as our courts of equity would never have dismissed
the cause, while either of them had any thing left.

My master, continuing his discourse, said, ¢there
was nothing that rendered the ¥Ya/oos more odious,
than theirundistinguishing appetite to devour every
thing that came in their way, whether herbs, roots,
berries, the corrupted flesh of animals, or all min-
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gled together : and it was peculiar in their temper,
that they were fonder of what they could get by
rapine or stealth, at a greater distance, than much
better food provided for them at home. If their
prey held out, they would eat till they were ready
to burst; after which, nature had pointed out to
them a certain root that gave them a general eva-
- cuation. | :

¢ There was also another kind of root, very juicy,
but somewhat rare and difficult to be found, which
~ the Yahoos sought for with much eagerness, and
would suck it with great delight; it produced in
them the same effects that wine has upon us. It
would make them sometimes hug, and sometimes
tear one another ; they would howl, and grin, and
chatter, and reel, and tumble, and then fall asleep
in the mud.’

I did indeed observe that the Ya/oos were the
only animals in this country subject to any diseases;
which, however, were much fewer than horses have
among us, and contracted not by any ill-treatment
they meet with, but by the nastiness and greediness
~ of that serdid brute. Neither has their language
any more than a general appellation for those ma-
ladies, which is borrowed from the name of the
beast, and called Anea-yahoo, or Yahoo’s eyil; and
the cure prescribed is a mixture of their own dung
and urine forcibly put down the Ya/oo’s throat.
This I have since often known to have been taken
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with success, and do here freely recommend it to
- my countrymen, for the public good, as an admi-
rable specific against all diseases produced by re-
pletion. Loy | '

‘As to learning, government, arts, manufactures,
and the like,” my master confessed, ¢ he could find
little or no resemblance between the ¥Yakoos of that
country and those in ours. For he only meant to
observe what parity there was in our natures. He
had heard, indeed, some curious Howyhnhrms oh-
serve, that in most herds there was a sort of ruling
Yahoo (as among us there is generally some leading
or principal stag in a park), who was always more
deformed in body, and mischievous in disposition,
than any of the rest. That this leader had usually
a favourite as like himself as he could get, whose
employment was to lick his master’s feet and poste-
riors, and drive the female Ya/hoos to his kennel ;*
for which he was now and then rewarded with a
piece of ass’s flesh. This favourite is hated by the
whole herd, and therefore, to protect himself, keeps
always near the person of his leader. He usually
continues in offlice, till a worse can be found; but
the very moment he is discarded, his successor, at
the head of all the Y«/oos in that district, young
and old, male and female, come in a body,} and

* Flattery and pimping. —H.
t This sentence is altogether ungrammatical : © his suc-
cessor,” is the only nominative to the plural verb fcomej;’
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whereas there appears to be a natural love of clean-
liness in all other animals.”  As to the two former
accusations, I was glad to let them pass without
any reply, because I had not a word to offer upon
them in defence of my species, which otherwise I
certainly had done from my own inclinations. But
I could have easily vindicated human-kindfrom the
imputation of singularity upon the last article, if
there had been any swine in that country (as un-
luckily for me there were not), which, although it
may be a sweeter quadruped than a Ya/oo, cannot,
I humbly conceive, in justice, pretend to more
cleanliness; and so his honour himself must have
owned, if he had seen their filthy way of feeding,
and their custom of wallowing and sleeping in mud.
My master likewise mentioned another quality,
which his servants had discovered in several ¥Yea/oos,
and to him was wholly unaccountable. He said,’
¢ a fancy would sometimes take a ¥a/oo to retire
into a corner, to lie down, and howl and groan,
and spurn away all that came near him, although
he were young and fat, wanted neither food nor
water: nor did the servant imagine what could pos-
sibly ail him. And the only remedy they found
was to set him to hard work, after which he would
infallibly come to himself.” To this I was silent
out of partiality to my own kind; yet here I could
plainly discover the true seeds of spleen, which
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only seizes on the lazy, the luxurious, and therich;
who,* if they were forced to undergo the same regi-
men, I would undertake for the cure.

His honour had further observed, ¢ that a female
Yahoo would often stand behind a bank or a bush,
to gaze on the young males passing by, and then
appear, and hide, using many antic gestures and
grimaces, at which time it was observed that she
had a most offensive smell; and when any of the
males advanced, would slowly retire, looking often
back, and with a counterfeit show of fear, run off
into some convenient place, where she knew the
male would follow her.

¢ At other times, if a female stranger came among
them, three or four of her own sex would get about
her, and stare, and chatter, and grin, and smell
her all over; and then turn off with gestures, that
scemed to express contempt and disdain.’

- Perhaps my master might refine a little in these
speculations, which he had drawn from what he ob-
served himself, or had been told him by others:
however, I could not reflect, without some amaze-
ment, and much sorrow, that the rudiments of
lewdness, coquetry, censure, and scandal, should
have place by instinct in womankind.

I expected every moment that my master wauld
accuse the Yaloos of those unnatural appetites in

* Here the word ¢who,’ isa nominative without reference
to any verb afterwards, —S,
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both sexes, so common amongus. But Nature, it
seems, has not been so expert a school-mistress;
and these politer pleasures are entirely the produe-
tions of Art and Reason on our side of the globe.

g

ALV
*

CHAPTER VIIL

THE AUTHOR RELATES SEVERAL PARTICULARS OF THE
YAHOOS. THE GREAT VIRTUES OF THE HOUYHNHNMS.
THE EDUCATION AND EXERCISE OF THEIR YOUTH. THEIR
GENERAL ASSEMBLY. |

As I ought to have understood human nature
much better than I supposed it possible for my
master to do, so it was easy to apply the character
he gave of the Yaloos to myself and my country-
men ; and I believed I could yel make farther dis-
coveries, from my own observation. I therefore
often begged his honour to let me go among the
herds of Yakoos in the neighbourhood; to which
he always very graciously consented, being per-
fectly convinced, that the hatred I bore these brutes
would never suffer me to be corrupted by them
and his honour ordered one of his servants, a strong
sorrel nag, very honest and good-natured, to be
my euard; without whose protection I durst not
undertake such adventures. For I have already
told the reader how much I was pestered by these
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odious animals upon my first arrival: and I alter-
‘wards failed very narrowly three or four times of
falling into their clutches, when I happened to stray
at any distance without my hanger. And I have
‘reason to believe they had some imagination that I
was of their own species, which I olten assisted
myself, by stripping up my sleeves, and showing
my naked arms and breasts in their sight, whenmy
protector was with me. At which times they would
approach as near as they durst, and imitate my
actions after the manner of monkeys, but ever with
great signs of hatred; as a tame jackdaw with cap
and stockings is always persecuted by the wild ones,
when he happens to be got among them.

They are prodigiously nimble from their infancy.
However, I once caught a young male of three
years old, and endeavoured, by all marks of ten-
derness, to make it quiet; but the little imp fell a
squalling, and scratching, and biting with such
violence, that I was forced to let it go: and it was
high time, for a whole troop of old ones came about
us at the noise, but finding the cub was safe (for
away it run), and my sorrel nag being by, they
durst not venture near us. I observed the young
- animal’s flesh to smell very rank, and the stink was
somewhat between a weasel and a fox, but much
more disagreeable. I forgot another circumstance
(and perhaps I might have the reader’s pardon, if
it were wholly omitted), that while I held the odious
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vermin in myhands, it voided its filthy excrements
of a yellow liquid substance all over my clothes;
but by good fortune there was a' small brook:haril
by, where I washed myself as clean as I could:
although T durst not come into my mastur’s pre-
sence, until I were sufficiently aired. 3 %0 =0

By what I could discover, the ¥ahoos appear to
be the most unteachable of all animals:; their ca-
pacities never reaching higherthan to draw or carry
burdens. Yet I am of opinion, this deféct arises
chiefly from a perverse, restiwe'dispusitiqn..: For
they are cunning, malicious, treacherous, and re-
vengeful. They arve strong and hardy, but of a
cowardly spirit, and by consequence insolent, ab~ |
ject, and cruel. Itis observed, that the red~haired
of both sexes are more libidinous and mischievous
than the rest, whom yet they much exceed in
strength and activity. ~ senayl)

The Houyhnhnms keep the Yafmns fﬂr prnesmt
use in huts not far from the house; but the rest
are sent abroad to certain fields, where they dig
up roots, eat several kinds of herbs, and search
about for carrion, or sometimes catch weasels and
luhimus (a sort of wild rat), which they greedily
devour. Nature has taught them to dig deep holes
with their nails on the side of a rising ground,
wherein they lie by themselves; only the kennels of
the females are larger, suflicient to hold two or
three cubs.
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They swim from their infancy like frogs, and are
able to continue long under water, where they often
tuke fish, which the females carry home to their
young. And, upon this occasion, I hope the reader
will pardon my relating an' odd adventure.

Being one day abroad with my protector the sor-
rvel nag, and the weather exceeding hot, I entreated
him to let me bathe in a river that was near. He
consented, and I i[ﬂlﬂﬂdiﬂtﬂl! stripped myself stark
naked, and went down softly into the stream. It
happened that a young female Yaloo, standing
behind a bank, saw the whole proceeding, and in-
flamed by desire, as the nag and I conjectured,
came running with all speed, and leaped into the
water, within five yards of the place where I bathed.
I was never in my life so terribly frightened. The
nag was grazing at some distance, not suspecting
any harm. She embraced me after a most fulsome
manner. I roared as lond as I could, and the nag
came galloping towards me, whereupon she quitted
her grasp with the utmost reluctancy, and leaped
upon the epposite bank, where she stood gazing
and howling all the time I was putting on my
clothes. |
- This was a matter of diversion to my master and
his family, as well as of mortification to myself, For
now I could no longer deny that I was a real ¥Yaloo
in every limb and feature, since the females had a
natural propensity to me, as one of their own spe-
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cies; neither was the hair of this brute of a red
colour (which might have been some excuse for an
appetite a little irregular), but black as a sloe, and
her countenanee did not make an appearance alto-
cether so hideous as the rest of her kind; for I
think she could not be above eleven years old.

Having lived three years in this country, the
reader, I suppose, will expeet that I should, like
other travellers, give him some account of the man-
ners and customs of its inhabitants, which it was
indeed my principal study to learn.

As these noble Houyhnhnms are endowed by
nature with a general disposition to all virtues, and
have no conceptions or ideas of what is evil in a
rational creature; so their grand maxim is, to cul-
tivate reason, and to be wholly governed by it.
Neither is reason among them a point problema-
tical, as with us, where man ean argue with plau-
sibility on both sides of the question, but strikes
you with immediate conviction ; as it must needs
do, where it is not mingled, obscured, or disco-
loured, by passion and interest. T remember it
was with extreme difficulty that I eould bring my
master to understand the meaning of the word opi-
nion. or how a peint could be disputable ; because
reason taught us to affirm or deny only where we
are certain; and beyond our knowledge we cannot
do either. -So'that controversies, wranglings, dis-
putes, and positiveness, in false or dubious propo-
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sitions, are evils unknown among the Howy/n-
/inms. In the like manner, when I used to explain
to him our several systems of natural philosophy,
he would laugh, ¢ that a creature pretending to rea-
son should value itself upon the knowledge of other
people’s conjectures, and in things where that
knowledge, if it were certain, could be of no use.”
Wherein he agreed entirely with the sentiments of
Socrates, as Plato delivers them ; which I mention
as the highest honour I can do that prince of phi-
losophers. I have often since reflected, what de-
struction such doctrine would make in the libraries
of Europe; and how many paths of fame would
be then shut up in the learned world.

Friendship and benevolence are the two principal
virtues among the Howyhnhnms ; and these not
confined to particular objects, but universal to the
whole race. For a stranger from the remotest part
is equally treated with the nearest neighbour; and
wherever he goes, looks upon himself as at home.
They preserye decency and civility in the highest
degrees, but are altogether ignorant of ceremony.
They have no fondness for their colts or foals, but
the care they take in educating them proceeds en-
tirely from the dictates of reason. And I observed
my master to show the same affection to his neigh-
bour’s issue that he had for his own. They will
have it that nature teaches them to love the whole
species, and it is reason only that makes a distinc-
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tion of persons, where there is a Supermr degree
of virtue, |

When the matron Houykn&nms have produced
one of each sex, they no longer accompany with
their consorts, except they lose one of their issue
by some casualty, which very seldom happens ; but
in such a case they meet again; or when the like
accident befals a person whose wile is past bearing,
some other couple bestow on him one of their own
colts, and then go together again until the mother
is pregnant. This caution is necessary, to prevent
the country from being uverburthened-withﬁum—
bers. But the race of inferior Houyhnhnms, bred
up to be servants, is not so strictly limited upon
this article : these are allowed to produce three of
each sex, to be domestics in the noble families.

In their marriages they are exactly careful to
choose such colours as will not make any disagree-
able mixture in the breed. Strength is chiefly va-
lued in the male, and comeliness in the female ;
not upon the account of love, but to preserve the
race from degenerating; for where a female hap-
pens to excel in s}rength,-a consort is chosen, with
regard to comeliness.

Courtship, love, presents, jointures, settlements,
have no place in their thoughts : or terms whereby
to express them in their language. The young
couple meet, and are joined, merely because it is
the determination of their parents and friends : it
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animals, he said, was yet a greater instance of
brutality.

But the Houyhnhnms train up their youth to
strength, speed, and hardiness, by exerc¢ising them
in running races up and down steep hills, and over
hard stony grounds; and when they are all in a
sweat, they are ordered to leap over head and ears.
into a pond or river. Four times a year the youth
of a certain district meet to show their proficiency
in running and leaping, and other feats of strength
and agility ; where the victor is rewarded with a
song in his or her praise. On this festival, the
servants drive a herd of Yaloos into the field,
laden with hay and oats, and milk, for a repast to
the Houyhnhnms; after which, these brutes are
immediately driven back again, for fear of being
noisome to the assembly.

Every fourth year, at the vernal equinox, there
is a representative council of the whole nation,
which meets in a plain about twenty miles from
our house, and continues about five or six days.
Here they inquire into the state and condition of
the several districts ; whether they abound or be
deficient in hay or oats, or cows, or Yakoos ; and
wherever there is any want (which is but seldom)
it is immediately supplied by unanimous consent
and contribution. Here likewise the regulation of
children is settled : as for instance, if a Houyhnhnm
has two males, he changes one of them with another
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would privately suck the teats.of the Hﬂuy!‘mﬁ:nms'
cows, kill and devour their cats, trample down
their oats and grass, if they were not continually
watched, and commit-a thousand other extravagan-
cies.” He took notice of a general tradition, ¢that
Yahoos had not been always in their country; but
that many ages ago, two of these brutes appeared
together upon a mountain ; whether produced by the
heat of the sun upon corrupted mud and slime,
or from the ooze and froth of the sea, was never
known: that these Yakoos engendered, and their
brood, in a short time, grew so numerous, as to

overrun and infest the whole nation; that the

Houyhnhmns, to get rid of this evil, made a ge-
neral hunting, and at last inclosed the whole berd;
and destroying the elder, every Houyhnhnm kept
iwo young ones in a kennel, and brought them to
such a degree of tameness, as an animal, so savage
by nature, can be capable of acquiring ; using them
for draught and carriage : that there seemed to be
much truth in this tradition, and that those crea-
tures could not be ylnkniamshy (or aborigines of
the land), because of the violent hatred the
Houyhnhnms, as well as all other anmimals, bore
them; which, although their evil dispesition suf~
ficiently deserved, could never have arrived at se
high a degree, if they had been aborigines; or
else they would have long since been rooted out:
that the inhabitants, taking a fancy to use the ser-
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vice of the ¥g/oos, had very imprudently neglected
to cultivate the breed of asses, which are a comely
animal, easily kept, more tame apd orderly, with-
out any offensive smell ; strong enough for labour,
although they yield to the other in agility of body ;
and if their braying be no agreeable sound, it is
far preferable to the horrible howlings of the
Yahoos.’

Several others declared their sentiments to the
same purpose, when my master proposed an expe-
dient to the assembly, whereof he had indeed bor-
rowed the hint from me. ¢He approved of the tra«
dition mentioned by the honourable member who
spoke before, and affirmed, that the two Yakoos
said to be seen first among them, had been driven
thither over the sea ; that coming to land, atd being
forsaken by their companions, they retired to the
mounlains, and degenerating by degrees, became
in process of time much more savage than those
of their own species in the country whence these
two nrhina]s came. - The reason of this assertion
was, that he had now in his possession a certain .
wonderful ¥Yalkoo (meaning myself), which most
of them had heard of, and many of them had seen.
He then related to them how he first found me;
that my body was all covered with an artificial
composure of the skins and hairs of other animals :
that I spoke in a language of my own, and had
thoroughly learned theirs; that I had related to him
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the accidents which brought me thither ; that when
he saw me without my covering, I was an exact
Yahoo in every part, only of a whiter colour, less
hairy, and with shorter claws. He added, how I
had endeavoured to persuade him, that in my own
and other countries, the Yahoos acted as the go-
verning, rational animal, and held the Houwyhn-
Anms in servitude : that he observed in me all the
qualities of a Ya%oo, only a little more civilized by
some tincture of reason; which however was in a
degree as far inferior to the Howyhnhnm race, as
the Yatloos of their country were tome: thatamong
other things, I mentioned a custom we had of cas-
trating Howyhnhnms when they were young, in
order to render them tame ; that the operation was
easy and safe; that it was no shame to learn wis-
dom from brutes, as industry is taught by the ant,
and building by the swallow (for so I translate the
word Jyhannh, although it may be a much larger
fowl) : that this invention might be practised upon
the younger Yaloos here, which besides rendering
them tractable and fitter for use, would in an age
put an end to the whole species, without destroying
life : that in the mean time the Howyhnhnms should
be exhorted to cultivate the breed of asses, which
as they are in all respects more valuable brutes,
so they have this advantage, to be fit for service at
five years old, which the others are not till twelve.’

This was all my master thought fit to tell me, at
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that time, of what passed in the grand council.
But he was pleased to conceal one particular, which
related personally to myself, whereof I soon felt
the unhappy effect, as the reader will know in its
proper place, and whence I date all the sueceeding
misfortunes of my life.

The Houyhnhnms have na letters; and conse-
quently their knowledge is all traditional. But
there happening few events of any moment among
a people so well united, naturally disposed to every
virtue, wholly governed by reason, and cut off from
all commerce with other nations, the historical part
is easily preserved without burthening their me-
mories. I have already observed that they are
subject to no diseases, and therefore can have no
need of physicians. However, they have excellent
medicines, composed of herbs, to cure accidental
bruises and cuts in the pastern or frog of the foot,
by sharp stones, as well as other maims and hurts
in the several parts of the body. _

They calculate the year by the revolution of the
sun and the moon, but use no subdivisions into

weeks. They are well enough acquainted with the
" motions of those two luminaries, and understand
the nature of eclipses ; and this is the utmost pro-
- gress of their astronomy.

In poetry, they must be allowed to excel all
other mortals; wherein the justness of their similes,
and the minuteness as well as exactness of their
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descriptions, are indeed inimitable. Their verses
abound very much in both of these; and usually
contain either some exalted notions of friendship
and benevolence, or the praises of those who were
victors in races and other bodily exercises. Their
buildings, although very rude and simple, are not
inconvenient, but well c@_t,ri*r,ad to defend them -
from all injuries of cold and heat. They have a
kind of tree, which at forty years old loosens in
the root, and falls with the first storm; it grows
very straight, and being pointed like stakes with a
sharp stone (for the Howyhnhnms know not the use
of iron), they stick them erect in the ground, about
ten inches asunder, and then weave in oat straw, or
sometimes wattles, between them. The roof is made
after the same manner, and so are the doors.

The Houyhnhnms use the hollow part, between
the pastern and the hoof of their fore-foot, as we do
our hands, and this with greater dexterity than I
could at first imagine. I have seen a white mare
of our family thread a negdle (which I lent her on
purpose) with-that joint, They milk their cows,
reap their oats, and do all the work which requires
hands, in the same manner. They have a kind of :
hard flints, which, by grinding against other stones,
they form into instruments, that serve instead of
wedges, axes, and hammers. With tools made of
these flints, they likewise cut their hay, and reap
their oats, which there grow naturally in several
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fields; the ¥YalZioos draw home the sheaves in car-
riages, and the servants tread them in certain co-
vered huts to get out the grain; which is kept in
stores. They mdke a rude kind of earthen and
wooden vessels, and baké&he former in the sun. *

If they can avoid casualties, they die enly of
old age, and are buried in the obscurest places
that can be found, their friends and relations ex-
pressing neither joy nor grief at their departure;
nor does the dying person discover the least regret
that he is leaving the world, any more than if he
were returning home from a visit to one of his
neighbours. T remember my master having once
made an appointment with a friend and his family
to come to his house, upon some affair of impor-
tance : on the day fixed, the mistress and her two
children came very late; she made two excuses,
first for her husband, who, as she said, happened
that very morning to Zknuwnh. The word is strongly
expressive in their language, but not easily ren-
dered into English; it signifies, ¢ to retire to his
first mother.” Her excuse for not coming sooner
was, that her husband dying late in the morning,
she was a good while consulting her servants about
a convenient place where his body should be Iaid;
and I observed, she behaved herself at our house
as cheerfully as the rest: she died about three
months after. |

They live generally to scventy, or seventy-five

g L]
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years, very seldom to fourscore: some weeks be-
fore their death, they feel a gradual decay, but
without pain. During this time they are much
visited by their friends, because they cannot go
abroad with their usual ease and satisfaction, How-
ever, about ten days before their death, which they
seldom fail in computing, they return the visits
that have been made them by those who are nearest
in the neighbourhood, being carried in a conve-
nient sledge drawn by Ya/oos ; which vehicle they
use, not only upon this occasion, but when they.
grow old, upon long journeys, or when they are
lamed by any accident. And therefore when the
dying Houyhnhnms return,those visits, they take
a solemn leave of their friends, as if they were
going to some remote part of the country, where
they designed to .pass the rest of their lives.

I know not whether it may be worth observing,.
that the Houy/n/inms have no word in their lan-
guage to express any thing that is evil, except what
they borrow from the deformities or ill qualities of
the Yahoos. Thus they denote the folly of a ser-
vant, an omission of a child, a stone that cuts their
feet, a continuance of foul or unseasonable weather,
and the like, by adding to each the epithet of
Yahoo. For instance, hhinm Yahoo, whnaholm
Yaloo, ynlhmndwihima Yahoo, and an ill-con-
trived house ynkolmhnmrohilnw Yahoo.

I could, with great pleasure, enlarge further upan
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were excellent food. I had worked two chairs with
my knife, the sorrel nag helping me in the grosser
and more laborious part. When my clothes were
worn to rags, I made myself others with the skins
of rabbits, and of a certain beautiful animal, about
the same size, called nnuknoh, the skin of which
is covered with a fine down. Of these I also made
very tolerable stockings. I soled my shoes with
wood, which I cut from a tree, and fitted to the
upper-leather ; and when this was worn out, I sup--
plied it with the skins of Ya/oos dried in the sun.
I often got honey out of hollow trees, which I
mingled with water, or ate with my bread. No man
could more verify the truth of these two maxims,
¢ That nature is very easily satisfied ;” and, ¢ That
necessity is the mother of invention.” I enjoyed
perfect health of body, and tranquillity of mind ;
I did not feel the treachery or inconstancy of a
friend, nor the injuries of a secret or open enemy.
I had no occasion of bribing, flatteringy or pimping.
to procure the favour of any great man, or of his
minion. I wanted no fence against fraud or op-
pression : here was neither physician to destroy my
body, nor lawyer to ruin my fortune ; no informer

in many other passages of these Voyages, the author has
intentionally made use of inaccurate expression and studied
negligence, in order to make the style more like that of a
seafaring man: on which account they have been passed
over in silence, where such intention was obvious.—S.
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time for improving myself; but I was infinitely
delighted with the station of an humble auditor in
such conversations, where nothing passed but what
was useful, expressed in the fewest and most signi-
ficant words ; where, as I have already said, the
greatest decency was observed, without the least
degree of ceremony ; where no person spoke with-
out being pleased himself, and pleasing his éomPa-'
nions; where there was no interruption, tedious-
ness, heat, or difference of sentiments. They have
a notion, that when people are met together, a short
silence does much improve conversation: this I
found to be true; for, during those little intermis~
sions of talk, new ideas would arise in their minds,
which very much enlivened the discourse. Their
subjects are generally on friendship and benevo-
lence, on order and economy ; sometimes upon the
visible operations of nature, or ancient traditions;
upon the bounds and limits of virtue; upon the
unerring rules of reason, or upon some determina-
tions to be taken at the next great assembly: and
often upon the various excellencies of poetry. I
may add, without vanity, that my presence often
gave them sufflicient matter for discourse, because it
afforded my master an occasion of letting his friends
into the history of me and my country, upon which
they were all pleased to descant, in a manner not
very advantageous to human-kind; and for that
reason I shall not repeat what they said: only I may
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e allowed to observe, that his honour, to my great
dmiration, appeared to understand the nature of
a hoos much better than myself. He went through
Il our vices and follies, and discovered many,
hich I had never mentioned to him, by only sup-
osing what qualities a Yahoo of their country,
vith a small proportion of reason, might be capable
f exerting; and concluded, with too much proba-
ility, ¢ how vile as well as miserable such a crea-
ure must be.’ 3
I freely confess, that all the little knowledge I
ave of any value, was acquired by the lectures I
received from my master, and from hearing the
discourses of him and his friends ; to which I should
be prouder to listen, than to dictate to the greatest
and wisest assembly in Europe. I admired the
strength, comeliness, and speed of the inhabitants;
ahd such a constellation of virtues, in such amiable
persons, produced in me the highest veneration.
At first, indeed, I did not feel that natural awe,
which the ¥Ya/ioos and all other animals bear to-
ward them; but it grew upon me by degress, much
sooner than I imagined, and was mingled with a
respectful love and gratitude, that they would
condescend to distinguish me from the rest of my
species.
When I thought of my family, my friends, my
countrymen, or the human race in general, I con-
sidered them, as they really were, Ya/oos in shape
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and disposition, perhaps a little more civilized, and
qualified with the gift of speec;h ; but making no
other use of reason, than to improve and multiply
those vices, whereof their brethren in this country
had ounly the share that nature allotted to them.
When I happened to behold the reflection of my
own form in a lake or fountain, I turned away my
face in horror and detestation of myself; and could
better endure the sight of a common Yaloo,
than of my own person. By conversing with the
Howyhnhnms,and looking upon them with delight,
I fell to imitate their gait and gesture, which is
grown into a habit; and my friends often tell me,
in a blunt way, ¢ that I trot like a horse ;’ which,
howevey, I take for a great compliment: neither
shall T disown, that in speaking I am apt fo fall
into the voice and manner of the #Zowy/in/finms, and
hear myself ridiculed on that account, without the
least mortification.

In the midst of all this happiness, and when I
looked upon myself to be fully settled for life, my
master sent for me one morning a little earlier than
his usual hour. T observed by his countenance
that he was in some perplexity, and at a loss how
to begin what he had to speak. After a short si-,
lence, he told me, ¢ he did not know how I would
take what he was going to say: thatin the last ge-
neral assembly, when the affair of the ¥Yaloos was
entered upon, the representatives had teken offence
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~well as those of his neighbours.” He concluded,
¢ that for his own part he could have been content
to keep me in his service as long as I lived; be~
cause he found I had cured myself of some bad
habits and dispositions, by endeavouring, as far as
my inferior nature was capable, to imitate the
Houyhnhnms.’ |

I should here observe to the reader, that a decree
of the general assembly i this country, is expressed
by the word Znhloayn, which signifies an exhorta-
tion, as near as I can render it: for they have no
conception how a rational creature can be com-
pelled, but only advised, or exhorted ; because no
person can disobey reason, without giving up his
claim to be a rational creature.

I was struck with the utmost grief and despair at
my master’s discourse; and being unable to sup-
port the agonies I was under, I fell into a swoon at
his feet. 'When I came to myself, he told me ¢ that
he concluded I had been dead;’ for these people
are subject to no such imbecilities of nature. I
answered in a faint voice, ¢ that death would have
been too great a happiness : that although I could
not blame the assembly’s exhortation, or the ur-
gency of his friends, yet, in my weak and corrupt
judgment, I thought it might consist with reason
to have been less rigorous: that I could not swim
a league, and probably the nearest land to theirs
might be distant above a hundred : that many ma-
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terials, necessary for making a small vessel to carry
me off, were wholly wanting in this country ; which
however I would attempt, in obedience and grati-
tude to his honour, although I concluded the thing
to be impossible, and therefore looked on myselt
as already devoted to destruction : that the certain
prospect of unnatural death, was the least of my
evils; for supposing I should escape with life by
some strange adventure, how could I think with
temper of i}assing my days among Yaloos, and re-
lapsing into my old corruptions, for want of ex-
amples to lead and keep me within the paths of
virtue: that I knew teo well upon what solid rea-
sons all the determinations of the wise Howyinknms
were founded, not to be shaken by arguments of
mine, a miserable Ya%oo ; and therefore, after pre-
senting him with my humble thanks for the offer
of his servants’ assistance in making a vessel, and
desiring a reasonable time for so difficult a work,
told him I would endeavour to preserve a wretched
being; and if ever I returned to England, was not
without hopes of being useful to my own species,
by celebrating the praises of the renowned Howuy-
hnhnms, and proposing their virtues to the imita-
tion of mankind.’ |

My master, in a few words, made me a very gra-
cious reply ; allowed me the space of two months
to finish my boat; and ordered the sorrel nag, my
fellow-servant (for so at this distance I may presume
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to call him), to follow my instruction; because I
told my master, ¢ that his help would be sufigient,
and I knew he had a tenderness for me.’

- In his company, my first business was to go to
that part of the coast where my rebellious crew had
-ordered me to be set on shore. I got upon a height,
and looking on every side into the sea, fancied I
saw a small island toward the north-east: I took
out my pocket-glass, and could then clearly ‘dis-
tinguish it about five leagues off, as I comp,@i;
but it appeared to the sorrel nag to be only a blue
cloud: for as he had no conception of any country
beside his own, so he could not be as expert in dis-
tinguishing remote objects at sea, as we who so
much converse * in that element.

After I had discovered this island, I considered
no further; but resolved it should, if possible, be
the first place of my banishment, leaving the con-
sequence to fortune.

I returned home, and consulting with the sorrel
nag, we wenl into a copse at some distance, where
I with my knife, and he with a sharp flint, fastened
very artificially after their manner to a wooden
handle, cut down several oak wattles about the
thickness of a walking-staff, and some larger pieces.

* This is an uncommon use of the word ¢ converse :’ in-
stead of the verb, the adjective is always employed in this
sense ; as thus—¢ as we, who are so conversant in that
element.,’—S,
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But I shall not trouble the reader with a particular
description of my own mechanics; let it suffice to
say, that in six weeks’ time with the help of the
sorrel nag, who performed the parts that required
most labour, I finished a sort of Indian canoe, but
much larger, covering it with the skins of Yaloos,
well stitched together with hempen threads of my
own making. My sail was likewise composed of
the skins of the same animal ; but I made use of the
youngest I.could get, the older being too tough and
thick; and I likewise provided myself with four
paddles. T laid in a stock of beiled flesh, of rabbits
and fowls; and took with me two vessels, one filled
with milk and the other with water.

I tried my canoe in a large pond, near my
master’s house, and then corrected in it what was
amiss; stopping all the chinks with Ya/oos’ tal-
Jow, till T found it staunch, and able to hear me
and my freight; and, when it was as complete as
I could possibly make it; T had it drawn on a car-
riage very gently by Ya/hoos to the seaside, under
the conduct of the sorrel nag and another servant.

When all was ready, and the day came for my
departure, I took leave of my master and lady and
the whole family, my eyes flowing with tears, and
my heart quite sunk with grief. But his honour,
out of curiosity, and perhaps (if I may speak it
without vanity) partly out of kindness, was deter-
mired to see me in my canoe; and got several of -
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returrning to live in the society and under the
government of Ya/ioos. For in such a solitude as
1 desired, I could at least enjoy my own thoughts;
and reflect with delight on the virtues of those
inimitable Howyhnhnms, without any opportunity
of degenerating into the vices and corruptions of
my own species.

The reader may remember what I related, when
my crew conspired against me, and confined me to
my cabin. How I continued there several weeks
without knowing what course we took ; and when
I was put ashore in the long-boat, hew the sailors
told me with oaths, whether true or false, ¢ that
they knew not in what part of the world we were.’
However, I did then believe us to be about 10
degrees southward of the Cape of Good Hope, or
about A5 degrees southern latitude, as I gathered
from some general words I overheard among them,
being I supposed to the south-east in their in-
tended voyage to Madagascar. And although this
were little better than conjecture, yet I resolved to
steer miy course eastward, hoping to reach thesouth-
west coast of New Holland, and perhaps some such
island as I desired lying westward of it. The wind
was full west, and by six in the evening I computed
1 had gone eastward at least eighteen leagues;
when I spied a very small island about half a league
off, which I soon reached. It was nothing but a
rock, with one creek naturally arched by the force
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water (for the place, it seems, was very well
known); but I did not observe it till the boat was
almost on shore ; and it was too late to seek another
hiding-place. The seamen at their landing, ob-
served my canoe, and rammaging it all over, easily
conjectured that the owner could not be far off.
Four of them, well armed, searched every cranny
and lurking-hole, till at last they found me flat on
my face behind the stone. They gazed awhile in
admiration at my strange and uncouth dress: my
coat made of skins, my wooden-soled shoes, and
my furred stockings; whence, however, they con-
cluded, I was not a native of the place, who all go
naked. One of the seamen, in Portuguese, bid me
rise, and asked who I was. T understood that lan-
guage very well, and getting upon my feet, said, ¢ I
was a poor Ya/oobanished from the Houyhnhnms,
and desired they would please to let me depart.’
They admired to hear me answer them in their own
tongue, and saw by my complexion I must be a
‘European; but were at a loss to know what I
meant by Yahoos and Houyhnhnms ; and at the
same time fell a-laughing at my strange tone in
speaking, which resembled the neighing of a horse.
1 trembled all the while betwixt fear and hatred.
I again desired leave to depart, and was gently
moving to my canoe; bhut they laid hold of me,
desiring to know, ¢ what country I was of? whence
I came ?’ with many other questions. I told them,
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* I was born in England, whence I came about five
years ago, and then their country and ours were at
peace, I therefore hoped they would not treat me
as an enemy, since I meant them no harm, but
was a poor Yahoo seeking some desolate place
where to pass the remainder of his unfortunate
life.’ ,

When they began to talk I thought I never heard
or saw any thing so unnatural ; for it appeared to
me as monstrous as if a dog or a cow should speak
in England, or a Yaloo in Houyhnhnmland. The
bonest Portuguese were equally amazed at my
strange dress, and the odd manner of delivering
my words, which however they understood very
well. They spoke to me with great humanity, and
said, ¢ they were sure the captain would carry me
gratis to Lisbon, whence I might return-to my own
country ; that two of the seamen would go back teo
the ship, inform the captain of what they had seen,
and receive his orders; in the mean time, unless I
would give my solemn oath not to fly, they would
secure me by force.” I thought it best to comply
with their proposal. They were very curious to
know my story, but I gave them very little satis-
faction, and they all conjectured that my misfar-
tunes had impaired my reason. In two hours the
beat, which went loaden with vessels of water, re-~
turned, with the captain’s command, to fetch me
on board, I fell on my knees to preserve my liberty,
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which had some little portion of reason. I gave
him a very short relation of my voyage ; of the con-
spiracy against me by my own men ; of the country
where they set me on shore, and of my five years’
residence there. All which he looked upon as if
it were a dream or a vision; whereat I took great
offence; for I had quite forgot the faculty of lying,
so peculiar to Yaloos, in all countries where they
preside, and, consequently, the disposition of sus-
pecting truth in others of their own species. I
asked him, ¢ whether it were the custom in his
country to say the thing which was not?’ I assured
him, ¢ I had almost forgot what he meant by false-
hood, and if I had lived a thousand years in
Howyhnhnmland, 1 should never have heard a lie
from the meanest servant; that I was altogether
indifferent whether he believed me or not; but,
however, in return for his favours, I would give so
much allowance to the corruption of his nature, as
to answer any objection he might please to make,
and then he might easily discover the truth.’

The captain, a wise man, after many endeavours
to catch me tripping in some part of my story, at
last began to have a better opinion of my veracity.
But he added, ¢ that since I professed so inviolable
an attachment to truth, I must give him my word
and my honour to bear him company in thisvoyage,
without attempting any thing against my life; or
else he would continue me a prisoner till we arrived
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memory and imagination were perpetually filled
with the virtues and ideas of those exalted Houy/hin-
hwms. And when I began to consider, that by co-
pulating with one of the Yahoo species, I had be-
come a parent of more, it struck me with the utmost
shame, confusion, and horror. :

As soon as I entered the house, my wife took me
in her arms, and kissed me ; at which, having not
heen used to the touch of that odious animal for so
many years, I fell into a swoon for almost an hour,
At the time I am writing, it is five years since my
last return to England : during the first year 1 could
not endure my wife or children in my presence;
the very smell of them was intolerable ; much less
could I suffer them to eat in the same room. To
this hour, they dare not presume to touch my bread,
or drink out of the same cup, neither was I ever
able to let one of them take me by the hand. The
first money I laid out was to buy two young stone-
horses, which I keep in a good stable ; and next
to them, the groom is my greatest favourite; for I
feel my spirits revived by the smell he contracts
in the stable. My horses understand me tolerably
well ; I converse with them at least four hours every
day. They are strangers to bridle or saddle ; they
live in great amity with me, and friendship to each
other.
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jections can be made against a writer, who relates
only plain facts, that happened in such distant coun-
tries, where we have not the least interest, with
respect either to trade or negociations? I have
carefully avoided every fault, with which common
writers of travels are often too justly charged. Be-
stdes, I meddle not the least with any party, but
write without passion, prejudice, or ill-will against
any man or number of men whatsoever. I write
for the noblest end, to inform and instruct man-
kind; over whom I may, without breach of mo-
desty, pretend to some superiority, from the ad-
vantages I received by conversing so long among
the most accomplished Howyhnhnms. 1 write
without any view to profit or praise. I never suffer
a word to pass that may look like reflection, or pos-
sibly give the least offence, even to those who are
most readyto take it. Sothat I hope that Imay with
justice pronounce myself an author perfectly blamie-
less; against whom the tribes of Answerers, Con-
siderers, Observers, Reflectors, Detecters, Re-
markers, will never be able to find matter for exer-
cising their talents. .

I confess it was whispered to me, ¢ that I was
bound in duty, as a subject of England, to have
given in a memorial to a secretary of state at my
first coming over; because, whatever lands are dis-
covered by a subject, belong to the crown.” But
I doubt whether our conquests, in the countries I
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treat of, would be as easy as those of Ferdinando
Cortez over the naked Americans. The Lillipu-
tians, 1 think, are hardly worth the charge of a
fleet and army to reduce them; and I question
whether it might be prudent or safe to attemptthe
Brobdingnagians. Or whether an English arny
would be much at their ease with the Flying Islana
over their heads. The Houy/Anhnms indeed appear
to be not so well prepared for war, a science to
which they are perfect strangers, and especially
against missive weapons. However supposing my«
self to be a minister of state, I could never give my
adyice for invading them. Their prudence, una-
nimity, unacquaintedness with fear, and their love
of their country, would amply supply all defects in
the military art. Imagine twenty thousand of them
breaking into the midst of a European army, con-
founding the ranks, overturning the carriages, bat-
tering the warrior’s faces into mummy by terrible
yerks from their hinder hoofs ; for they would well
deserve the character given to Augustus, fecalci-
trat undique tutus. But, instead of proposals for
conquering that magnanimous nation, Irather wish
they were in a capacity, or disposition, to send a
sufficient number of their inhabitants for civilizing
Europe, by teaching us the first principles of honour,
justice, truth, temperance, public spirit, fortitude,
chastity, friendship, benevolence, and fidelity. The
names of all which virtues are still retained among
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us in most languages, and are to be met with in
modern, as well as ancient authors; which I am
able to assert from my own small reading.

But I had another reason, which made me less
forward to enlarge his majesty’s dominions by my
discoveries. To say the truth, I had conceived: a
Zew scruples with relation to the distributive justice
of princes upon these occasions. For instance, a
crew of pirates are driven by a storm they know
not whither; at length a boy discovers land from
the topmast; they go on shore to rob and plunder;
they see a harmless people, are entertained with
kindness ; they give the country a new name ; they
take formal possession of it for their king ; they set
up a rotten plank, or a stone, for a memorial; they
murder two or three dozen of the natives, bring
away a couple more, by force, for a sample; re-
turn home, and get their pardon. Here commences
a new dominion acquired with a title by divine
right. Ships are seat with the first opportunity;
the natives driven out or destroyed; their princes
tortured to discover their gold ; a free licence given
to all acts of inhumanity and lust, the earth recking
with the blood of its inhabitants: and this execrable
crew of butchers, employed in so pious an expedi-
tion, is a modern’ colony, sent to convert and civi-
lize an idolatrous and barbarous people !

But this description, I confess, does by nomeans
affect the British nation, who may be an example to
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But as to the formality of taking possession in
my sovereign’s name, it never came once into my
thoughts: and ifit had, yet, as my affairs then stood,
I should perhaps, in point of prudence and self-pre-
servation, have put it off to a better opportunity.

Having thus answered the only objection thatcan
ever be raised against me as a traveller, I here
take a final leave of all my courteous readers, and
return to enjoy my own speculations in my little
carden at Redriff; to apply those excellent lessons
of virtue, which I learned among the Houwyhnhnms;
to instruct the Yakoos of my own family, as far as
I shall find them docible animals; to behold my
figure often in a glass, and thus, if possible, habi-
tuate myself by time to tolerate the sight of a human
creature; to lament the brutality of Houyhnhnms,
in my own country, but always treat their persons
with respect, for the sake of my noble master, his
family, his friends, and the whole Houyhnhnm
race, whom these of ours have the honour to re-
semble in all their lineaments, however their in-
tellectuals came to degenerate.

I began last week to permit my wife to sit at
dinner with me, at the furthest end of a long table;
and to answer (but with the utmost brevity) the few
questions I asked her. Yet, the smell of a Ya/oo
continuing very offensive, I always keep my nose
well stopped with rue, lavender, or tobacco leaves.
And, altimugh it be hard for a man late in life to
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