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SLEEPING APARTMENTS. 7

since she took possession of her office; and delicate
lips, which only half-concealed a set of black and
decayed teeth, and which confined within their
tender grasp a paper-cigar, whose smoke found an
exit only through her gently-expanding nostrils;
add to all which qualifications, a skin and com-
plexion like an olive, and quite as greasy ; if this
lovely picture of Eve has charms for my reader, let
him hasten to this glittering land of mines, where
he will scarcely find a kitchen which cannot present
a living original, whereof this, I confess, is but a
faint sketch!

At the back of the ¢ comedor ” are four sleeping-
rooms, up one pair of stairs, the only furniture of
which consists of a painted board bedstead, an old
chair, and a table. Of these four I chose the best, and
had presently the bed which I had brought from on
ship-board made up, my trunks placed in convenient
situations, and the room swept out by my servant, as
the hotel is not supposed to have an officer to per-
form this necessary duty; or which, by the by, is
not necessary, if the lodger has no objection to the
filth of the brick-floor and perforated mud-walls,
said to be white-washed, and having wreaths of
flowers painted at the top, and at about the height
of the back of a chair from the bottom, which
certainly add greatly to the horrible effect. Let
it, however, be recollected, that this is the best hotel
in Mexico—and I leave my reader to Judge what
the others must be !






























ADMIRABLE SPECULATION. 17

cessary evilin an intriguing country—and obnoxious,
because a betrayer of all who might be so unhappy
as to repose confidence in him. Upon the present
occasion, my object required no preliminary open-
ing; for he had no sooner heard that I was an
Englishman, than his ever-fertile imagination led
him to draw conclusions that I must be conversant
with East India affairs. He, therefore, lost no time
in explaining to me the magnitude of his plan, and
how seriously it would affect the interests of the
English Company's trade. It may well be sup-
posed that I was not a little startled by the views
entertained by my new acquaintance, and that my
curiosity to learn the true object of his great scheme
should have been completely awakened. To my
great satisfaction, he proposed breakfasting with me
the next morning, and promised to make me master
of all the arcana of his “ admirable Especulacion!”
Nothing could have been more to my wishes ; and of
course, I expressed my readiness to hear whatever
he might think convenient to impart to me. There
was, I confess, something treacherous in suffering
my adversary to come to an open confession; but
when I found him so ready to become communi-
cative to an utter stranger, I naturally concluded
that his great plan would furnish more matter for
conversation, than design for absolute execution.
Nevertheless, for many reasons, I did not pass a very
tranquil night. Morning, however, at length arrived,
and with it my new friend, for so he styled himself;
and he came with his pockets filled with important
C
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50 THE RIO GRANDE.

DecEMBER 19th.—Left at six A. M. The road
strictly comes under that denomination called in
Spanish “camino de paxaro” (bird’s road), on account
of its badness. It winds through a long cafada,
wherein grow magnificent cypress trees, which give
good shelter to the robbers, who usually inhabit
the pass in the mountain, and plunder travellers.
We, however, had not the honour of receiving a visit
from any of the banditti, because perhaps they might
have seen that we were well armed. Late in the day
we came to the Puente del Rio Grande. Here the
falls of the river are majestic. In the space of about
one league there are between fifty and sixty falls of
greater or lesser height, and the water rushes down
with an impetuosity which converts the whole body
into white foam, and the sound is much too sepulchral
to be captivating. The scenery is dismal and sombre,
and instead of producing a grand effect, it occasions
only a sensation of sadness, of which I did not get the
better for some hours. The bridge is a tolerably
good one, and was the scene of a strongly contested
battle between the Spaniards and the Insurgents, in
which the former were victorious.

At this place the meson is truly infamous, and
filled with vermin. I could not make up my mind
to sleep within doors, and had my cot placed in the
yard; but I repented long before morning, as the
~ grunting of a large family of pigs, in their harmonious
‘search after food, kept me awake the greater part of
the night.

DECEMBER 20th.—The distance from Puente



HOSPITALITY. 51

Grande to Guadalaxara, is only six leagues. We
mounted at seven A.M. and met on the road innu-
merable mules, with heavy loads, which convinced us,
if other proofs had even been wanting, that we were
approaching a populous town. On the way we passed
through the village of San Pedro, where I observed a
beautiful shrub, the upper leaves of which, between
the texture of leaf and flower, from their rich scarlet
colours presented a beautiful appearance. I procured
seeds of it; but my journey was so long, that before
I returned to Mexico, they, as well as most of the
others I had collected in various parts of the country,
were completely ground to flour. We reached Gua-
dalaxara at noon; and as we were passing through
one of the streets in search of a meson, we were
accosted by a gentleman, who enquired whether my
name was Hardy ; and on my replying in the affirma-
tive, he said he had been some days expecting me,
and requested that I would occupy the room he had
prepared for me in his own house. There was no
refusing so kind an offer, and I gratefully accepted
it. The name of this gentleman is Ritchie, a mer-
chant, established here, who, after having had to con-
tend with the prejudices of both native and Spanish
merchants, finally accomplished his object and kept
his footing in spite of all opposition ; and he is now
doing a great deal of business. He is a man of consi-
derable talent and information: I found him uniformly
obliging during my stay, and received some excel-
~ lent advice from him respecting the fishery previous

to my departure.
E 2












LEAVE GUADALAXARA. 55

fered to return to his plate untasted. He afterwards
complained, that,in addition to his having lost his
dinner, his sides were quite sore with the exertion.

DeEcEMBER 29th.—Having taken leave of my
friends, I quitted Guadalaxara, where I had been so
well entertained. I ought to observe, en passant, that
this city has long been celebrated for the pugnacious
character of its inhabitants in all matters which re-
late to politics. It was here that the revolution was
brought to maturity ; the rise and fall of Iturbide
was here fomented, and here also the law for the
banishment of old Spaniards was passed in its senate.
But of this I shall have to speak in another place,
and ought not to anticipate it here.

Our route lay to the westward ; road sandy and
heavy ; the sun very powerful. There are huts on
Doth sides of the road, to the doors and windows of
which, plantains are suspended to tempt the pas-
senger. We met some muleteers in litters, who had
been plundered and severely wounded on the 28th,
at the ruined Garita, about two leagues from Gua-
dalaxara, through which we afterwards passed un-
molested. We arrived at seven, P, M. at the village
of Amatitan, prettily situated at the foot of a rug-
ged hill, which furnishes the inhabitants with wood
for charcoal, to supply Guadalaxara. There was no
meson, and only one small room in the place to be
- had for love or money; and in this apartment slept
other five associates, whom we rather suspected to
have participated in the robbery at the Garita the

evening preceding. We kept our eyes upon them












BEAUTIFUL SCENERY. 59

obstructed its course, imparting a delicious freshness
to the air, so different from what we had respired
for the last twenty-four hours; and shaded by the
wide-spreading branches of enormous trees overhang-
ing it, and orange-trees, whose fruit welcomed the
thirsty traveller. Animals were grazing in situations
which it would be thought they could have reach-
ed only by the aid of wings; brushing away with
their perpetually moving tails the feverish flies. The
grasshopper sounded its monotonous trumpet, and
the owner of this wild domain was reposing under
the shade of a species of viranda, while his more
industrious wife was employed in knitting stockings,
and their happy children in devouring oranges, that
gave an air of enchantment to the scene, the impres-
sion of which, it will not be easy to forget! The
only watchful guardian was a dog, who gave notice
of our approach by a surly growl, which once or
twice he was so rude as to suffer to increase to a
loud howl, probably to arouse his master, who conti-
nued sleeping till we arrived at his door.

Here we had plenty of food for our animals ; and
much they needed it, as well as rest. As for myself,
I took a bath in the deeper part of the cool and crys-
talline water, which thoroughly refreshed me ; and
after supper, made up my bed beneath a large tree,
growing by the side of the cottage, where I expected
- to pass the night in tranquillity ; but I was disap-
pointed. Not even in this fairy retirement is man
exempted from the penalty of suffering, or permitted
to feel himself the possessor of uninterrupted bliss.


















MEXICAN CHARACTERS. 65

me with copies of the best charts. He likewise
introduced me to Don Felix Ornélas, who express-
ed great dissatisfaction at Capt. B. H.’s having re-
lated an anecdote of him, which, Don Felix thought,
might, from private considerations of friendship, have
been omitted.

He has some fine specimens of pearl and native
gold, and gave me some good practical instructions.
He was formerly a pearl-fisher. He told me that
the diving-bell could not possibly answer, not only
from the unevenness of the bottom of the gulf, but
likewise on account of the under-currents, which are
strong ;—and he mentioned that an Italian priest,
lately deceased, had conceived the plan of a wooden
bell ; but that this had entirely failed, owing to the
above causes. I was incredulous; but he assured
me that the result would justify-the opinion he had
expressed. He made me a present of the chart
which had served him in the gulf; and I always
found him extremely polite and obliging.

I next paid a visit to Senor Cubillos, a Spaniard,
and the possessor of a lump of native gold which
weighs sixty-eight ounces. He is a rich merchant.
Mr. Herrera,who is a native of Chili, is a clever young
man. From him I received great civilities, and he
introduced me to the family of Colonel Negréte,
whose wife is a native of Spain. She is the most
lady-like woman in her manners and conversation
of any with whom I had yet become acquainted in
Mexico. We had many arguments together re-
specting the comparative advantages of a town or
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DISCOMFORTS OF A SEA-VOYAGE. 85

was a youth fond of the bottle and of merriment,
had spent all the money which his brother sent for
the purchase of provisiens for the voyage, in dances
at Mazatlan, an amusement of which he was quite
as fond as of showing his gallantry, by inviting all
the fair ladies of that port with whom his good stars
had led him to form acquaintance. He is a curious
fellow, and never sleeps without a bottle under his
pillow, with the diminishing contents of which he
moistens his throat during the uncomfortable move-
ments of the vessel at night. The cabin of the
Coctila was unique: filled with trunks, casks of
hog’s lard, salt pork and salt junk, frying-pans,
quadrants, oil bottles, empty wine bottles and bags ;
all in elegant confusion,and in sympathetic movement
with the vessel. A muddy twilight only was seen to
enter through the closed hatches (the weather being
very stormy), add to which, the groans of a sick
fellow-traveller, who for want of a wash-hand
bowl, made use of a half-emptied bread cask —the
floor rendered slippery through involuntary contri-
butions from an occasional upset of a barrel of but-
ter, into which the black cook, twice a day, intro-
duced his yet more greasy hand, to take out the
quantity required for cooking beans for our meals—
all these things not a little contributed to the dis-
comforts of a sea-voyage, rendered still more dis-
agreeable by bad water, and the apprehensions of our
being soon unable to keep body and soul together,
for want of food of any description ; unless, indeed,
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method would save expense to the government, and
prevent opposition on the part of the unsuspecting
and cajoled defaulter. I am in possession of some
of the leading facts connected with this circum-
stance, which would furnish the reader with a true
picture of Mexican intrigue. No sooner did we
arrive at the port of Guaymas, than the poor can-
didate for the surveyorship was made acquainted by
the officer commanding at the port, with the orders
received for his apprehension, and he was accord-
ingly conducted to prison, not, however, without
expressing his indignation at the trick which had
been played upon him.

The name of this odd person is Redondo, al-
though his figure does not correspond with his name.
He imagined that he understood the science of sur-
veying, although he had never made it his study,
except during the time he remained at Mazatlan,
where he took a walking measure of the coast. In
his plan, which he showed me, the distances were
made to correspond with a certain number of strides,
the length of which he fancied that, by practice, he
could ascertain! This ingenious mode of measure-
ment brings to my recollection the story of a tra-
veller, who gravely assured me, that he had ascer-
tained the height of those mountains in Africa,
~called “ mountains of the moon,” simply by tying
his legs together with a cord, in such a way as to
allow them to separate exactly one yard. He
then walked from the highest point to the base,
which gave their measurement in yards!!


















CIENAGUILLA. 03

on, we should find a good house and plenty of meat,
bread, and fresh butter, we reanimated ourselves
with the idea of getting a good supper, and at least
a place of security for our cattle, as they would have
been by no means safe from night wanderers by
the side of the lake. Towards dusk we observed
_a metallic vein in one of the hills to the right of the
road ; probably it is of copper. At nine we arrived
at Cienaguilla, which our fatigues made us imagine to
be at a much greater distance from Noche Buena
than our guide had represented to us. But the
cheering light of a wood fire under a shed, and the
barking of dogs, soon dissipated our anxiety, and
afforded a respite to our poor jaded beasts, which,
towards the latter part of the journey, when they
began to smell the residence of the living, plucked
up courage and proceeded at a good trot.

Here we found Sefior Escabosa, Administrador
(pro tempore) de la Adnina de Guaymas, sitting
under the hovel, and already preparing for supper.
He was very polite, and invited me to partake of it.
I took the opportunity of delivering to him the
letters of introduction, or as they are called in this
country, of “ recommendation,” which I had brought
from the Commissary-general, both private and offi-
cial, relating to my business. These directed him
to afford me every assistance, and to furnish me
- with funds, should I require them, from the custom-
house, taking my receipt as a sufficient voucher.
He expressed his readiness to be useful, and regret-
ted that he was not now going to Pitic, where his































































































































































146 DESTINATION OF THE VESSELS.

sea, I desired the supercargo to proceed in the Wolf
to Loreto, where the best pearls are said always
to be found : to give it a fair trial, and at the expi-
ration of one month, that he should return to Guay-
mas, where I would join the vessel, and make farther
arrangements. The Bruja I desired might be ab-
sent for the same period ; but instead of following the
brig to Loreto, it was to investigate the island of
Tiburon, where my chief hopes of new discoveries
rested. The water there, was said to be shallow,
and it would not, consequently, have been prudent
to have sent the Wolf to that island. Two most
important points would thus be visited, and would
give a fair opportunity of estimating the success
likely to attend the fishing.

I had, myself, two powerful reasons for mnot re-
turning to Guaymas, and embarking in one or other
of the vessels to make a personal investigation of the
pearl-beds in the gulf, at this time. At the period
to which I refer, an amnesty had been declared, be-
tween the Yaqui nation and General Figurda, the
Commandant-general of the province, for the pur-
pose of endeavouring to bring the unhappy differ-
ences which existed between the whites and the
Indians, and which had been so ruinous to the
former, to a conclusion. Delegates were to be sent
by the Indians to state their motives for having com-
menced hostilities, and the truce was to last for one
month, as the secretary of General Figurda himself
wrote me word, and which letter I had received only
the day before those which announced the arrival












150 BEAUTIFUL WOMEN.

parture at this favourable juncture; and on the 20th
of March I commenced my travels at seven, A. M.
The day was sultry, and I had the pleasure of
Don Julian’s company as far as Pevipa, three leagues
along the valley, to the south of Oposura. The
population here may be about eight hundred. One
league from hence, in the same direction, is the
town of Térapa. Here we were entertained by the
amiable family of my friend Don Jose Tirén, at
whose house I took the siesta; and resumed my
march at two, r. M. The road now becomes more
rugged, on quitting the valley of Oposura; and at
the distance of four leagues, we reached the town of
Tepache, which is situated in a beautiful ravine,
having groves of orange-trees in every part of it, and
several waterfalls, which serve for turning flour-
mills. Tepache has long been celebrated for the
beauty of its females, and for the valour of its Opata
Indians, who have considerable possessions of culti-
vated lands near it. The population here cannot,
I think, exceed eight hundred. Night was now ap-
proaching, and being desirous of arriving at a place
called “ La Junta,” where the waters of the river of
Oposura enter those of the Rio Grande, and where
there is a house, I pushed on, and at six entered the
caxon, or narrow pass. It must be understood that
this caxon is nothing more than the bed of a river;
and the junction of the Rio de Oposura with that of
the Grande is effected by passing through a most
extraordinary aperture in the rock, through which
it gushes with great violence and a deafening noise.
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The effect is greatly heightened by the overhanging
precipices, which form on either side an impassable
barrier, and which have no other vegetation upon
their uneven surfaces than the petdya, maguéy, and
tina, which cling to the rock, or insert their roots
between the crevices.

This situation is awfully beautiful, although the
chill produced by the impetuous rushing of the water
through the aperture, which is not perhaps more than
sixteen or eighteen feetin circumference, threw a gloom
upon my spirits, and made me anxious to quit a spot
which the shades of evening were rendering still more
obscure, and where the noise of the water made more
terrific and impressive the surrounding objects, whose
magnitude seemed every moment to increase. Lost
in deep reflection, I continued some time gazing on
this imposing spectacle, and in this abstracted mood
almost endowed the foaming cataract with all the
passions of man, till at length I turned from the
scene, with a consciousness of my own situation,
and of the necessity of finding, before it grew much
darker, a dry spot where I might pass the night.

Accordingly, I proceeded along the caxon in
search of a shelter for myself and horse, and entered
another ravine which I imagined would supply one.
But looking at the stars, which shone beautifully
bright,—those celestial guides of which the traveller
'so well understands the advantage,—I found that
I was going back again. I therefore retraced my
steps, until I reached the point of the ravine whence
I had started. I then took another observation of
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the silent stars, and having tolerably well determin-
ed my course, 1 put spurs to my mule, and started
afresh, but with no better success. This branch of
the cafiada led me into a ravine, narrow, rugged, and
wet, and which became every moment worse. Al-
though the direction was correct, I was obliged to
“ *hout ship,” and return, perplexed, and angry with
myself, the mule, and the cafiada, to the original
place of my departure. Upon the next occasion I
resolved to go on, until either a house, a dry spot,
or an impassable barranca, should bring me into the
nearest port. I accordingly resumed my old sta-
tion, and bore up, with the north star a little on the
larboard quarter of my mule. I had now taken
another necessary observation, previously to making
this fresh start, to ascertain which way the current
was running, in order to follow its course ; for which
purpose I proposed heaving the log, and getting a cast
of the lead. The darkness of the night rendered it
necessary to land from my mule, having first run a
hawser from his bows to keep him steady in the tide-
way ; and, applying my hand to the water, which I
found to be very shallow, I could distinctly feel the
current running to the north by east.

In consequence of having made this discovery, I
rounded in the hawser, and got under weigh again,
shaping my course in the direction already pointed
out in the log-book. I had occasion frequently to
renew these observations; and, conjecturing that
wherever the water ran down, it must necessarily
have an exit somewhere or other, I boxed about the
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told my servant to bring out a bottle of liquor, and
invited the angry host to take a drop, which he did;
and, laying aside his formality, was afterwards very
civil. This personage was a rough fellow, occupied,
as he told me, in rearing cattle, and in hunting ti-
gers and wolves, which, he said, were very nume-
rous here, and that they destroyed the young colts ;
but he had killed so many of them, that now they
Jought a little shy.

I could see, by the light of the cheerful blaze of
the wood fire, that he had a bold face, an active
frame, and a piercing eye. His active employments
had given to his face the ruddy appearance of health,
and nature had bestowed upon him an athletic
figure. His conversation turned chiefly upon horses
and cows, and the tigers and wolves which he had
killed ; he knew the hour of the night by the stars,
and the quality of good liquor, more, however, by
strength than flavour. He never, as he told me,
quits these solitudes, except on Sundays or feast-
days, to hear mass at Térapa; after which, he is ac-
customed to take his liquor, and get rid of his su-
perfluous cash; and then he would return to his
home in a fit state to hunt wolves. Such was the
life of this man, who knew nothing of governments
or of revolutions; and had as good an idea of poli-
tics, as he had of the residence of the Pope, which
he thought was in the city of Mexico !

I had almost forgotten to copy a notice which I
find in my journal, that at a short distance from
Térapa I met an old man, and inquired of him the
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way to “ La Junta.” His reply was, “ You must
go straight forward to the left; then to the right,
round a hillock ; then you will come to three roads;
take the middle one, which will bring you to two
others ; you must take the right; then cross a bed
of sand where there is no road at all; and then go
up a perpendicular hill, to the left, straight forward,
and you will come to the caxon, and then * adios,”
meaning, I suppose, that it was not possible to lose
the road. But, however, this * adios” was so ambi-
guous a direction, that when, after numberless turns
and difficulties, I reached the caxon, I could not
tell which of two ravines to follow ; and, as these
branched again into two others, I lost my way as
has been described, and sent a hearty blessing after
the old fellow who had led me astray.

I slept soundly after my supper of dried meats,
and at six, A.M. of the 21st. lost sight of a house
which had given me a night’s comfortable shelter.

The journey this day was particularly fatiguing.
The road lay in the bed of the river, which we
crossed and re-crossed till I was tired of counting.
The cahada is very narrow, and the precipices on
either side are many hundred feet high, with only
the same species of cactus growing on them which
I had observed the day before. The nopil too
grows here, but not to any size. The bottom of the
ravine was composed of sand and stones; and as the
rays of the sun were reflected from one side to the
other of the mountains, and absorbed by the sand
underfoot, which in its turn gave out prodigious
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heat, the journey was intolerable. Thermometer
101° at eleven, A. M., in the shade.

At noon I arrived at the Carrisal, which is a hut.
Here I dined and slept the siesta. At two, re-
mounted, and continued the journey, after having
drunk a cup of pinole, which made me extremely ill.
Pinole is nothing more than the grain of the Indian
corn, baked and then ground, the flour of which is
mixed up either with a little milk or water, and a
little cinnamon and sugar, if they can be procured.
The road still continues along the cahada, and fre-
quently crosses the river; but here it is considerably
broader; and the rushes which grow on its banks,
together with the foliage of trees on the hills, which
are considerably lower than those of yesterday’s
journey, present a charming appearance. The road
takes a turn out of the bed of the river at the dis-
tance of six leagues, and passes over the side of a
mountain, whence the winding of its bed is seen
some hundred feet below. The distance is not great,
and shortly afterwards falls into its old channel again.
And here the direction is nearly west instead of south,
which it had hitherto been, as far as San Augostin
de las Cuevas, which stands upon an eminence. The
road then changes to south-west, which brought us,
not before dark however, to the town of Batiquo,
distant from La Junta eleven leagues.

I had been furnished with a letter of introduction
to Padre Mayén, the cura, from his brother in
Oposura, to whose house I was directed to go. Padre
Mayén occupies the largest house in Batiiquo, having
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a row of columns before it. I alighted, took off my
spurs, which is the etiquette, entered the house, and
inquired for the padre. The room was dark, but
the question was answered by a male voice, which
said, “ Ave Maria! = Bendita sea Dios " &c. “I am
the person for whom you inquire; walk in.” I
obeyed the invitation to enter, presented my letter,
and a light was called for, which, however, was long
in coming. The delay appeared to rouse the irascible
temper of the padre, who continued pacing up and
down the room, with very unmeasured steps. At
length the light was placed on the table, and the
padre, approaching it, examined the superscription,
broke the seal, opened the letter, and after putting
on his spectacles, which were two very large round
lenses fastened at proper distances apart, leaving a
narrow vacancy for the introduction of the point of
the nose, he began to peruse its contents. This
pause afforded me an opportunity of examining the
gentleman, who appeared to be quite as attentively
examining my credentials as if they had been a bull
from the Pope! In height the cura could not much
exceed five feet. His hair, which is auburn, hung
down in graceful ringlets about his shoulders, and
under the curls was seen the collar of his shirt turned
back. He wore a blue cloth jacket, which in point
of length might have fitted a much taller man. His
“ small-clothes,” made very loose about the hip-joints,
Were of silk ; his stockings white, at least that part
of them which occupied the intermediate space be-
tween the knee-buckle, which was of silver, inlaid
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with (I will not say precious) stones, and the upper-
part of his boot. The wristbands of his shirt were
furnished with long ruffles, and they concealed the
greater part of his hand. In short, he looked like
a courtier of some centuries ago, ready dressed to
attend a levee, although it was now nearly nine
o’clock at night.

Having perused the letter, he released his nose
from the severe nip of his spectacles, and turned a
glance towards the bearer, who was still standing in
anxious expectation of the great little man’s invita-
tion to be seated. But alas! I caught only the
expression of a frown. Whether it was that his
reverence was displeased at the looks of his visitor, or
that he was absorbed in deep reflection, I know not ;
but certain it is, that he took, with infinite gravity,
a silk handkerchief, with a blue ground and orange-
coloured flowers, from his jacket pocket. Its careful
folds had never apparently been deranged. He looked
at it for an instant, and then deliberately seizing
two of its corners with his thumbs and fingers, which
were also adorned with large emeralds set in gold,
he raised his hands to a level with his eyes, and by
a sudden jerk downwards, flapped the handkerchief
open with a violence which made the corresponding
corners snap, as they broke the silence which had
hitherto reigned in the room. The action was so
sudden, and the mnoise so unexpected, that I felt
myself start with astonishment. Satisfied with the
effect of his violence, he proceeded to apply the hand-
kerchief to his nasal promontory, and sounded a
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was interrupted by the arrival of the chocolate, of
which I was desired to partake. After having
finished chocolate, and drunk a glass of the coldest
water that could be procured, the padre offered me
a cigar. But having brought with me some of better
quality, I gave him a handful of them, which had
the effect of removing from his thoughtful brow its
customary severity, and of relaxing his muscles into
an expression of half grin half smile. The conver-
sation now began to be more familiar, and a glass or
two of brandy, which I had also taken from my
mule’s paniers, put the old gentleman into an ami-
ably facetious temper. He talked, among other
things, of the sting of scorpions and bite of the rattle-
snake, from the effects of which, he assured me,
before his arrival numbers had died ; but since the
period of his saying the mass of San George, these
reptiles had all taken their departure, frightened, as
the padre believed, at the mention of a name so
dreadful as that of the saint who had destroyed the
fiery dragon! In several other places too he had
rendered a similar benefit with unvarying success.
But when I told him that San George was the
patron of my country, England, he did not cease
to cross himself for full ten minutes.

“ Another glass, Doctor,” said I, and another glass
restored the equilibrium, which, however, was in
some danger, from these frequent potations, of being
finally overset. I soon afterwards left him, and,
wishing him the protection of San George, retired to
my bed.

M
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passed the night. At about three in the morning,
I was disturbed by the arrival of men, women, and
children, who had flown in the greatest confusion
from Amoles, near which, they said, the Yaqui In-
dians had assembled in great numbers, with the in-
tention of destroying the town and its inhabitants.
This news was very unexpected ; I desired my ser-
vant to sleep inside the house; and after having se-
cured its entrance as well as could be done, we pre-
pared our arms for action.

MarcH 24th.—There was now no remedy left
but to go forward, as the enemy had most unac-
countably formed in our rear, and thereby cut off
our retreat; and this too at a time when every
thing relating to the Indian revolution was supposed
to remain in complete repose, as the amnesty, which
was to last one month, and of which only a few days
had expired, led me to suppose that such an event
was the last which was to be .apprehended. We
mounted, therefore, at four, a.M.; the heat being
intolerable, roads indifferent. Reached the town of
Toniche at two, distance seven leagues, in a
course the same as yesterday’s. The river passes
to the westward of the town. Here, in the year
1821, thirty Opata Indians resisted eight hundred
regular troops for a day and a night. These In-
dians having abandoned their families and planta-
tions, to serve in the Mexican armies in the cause of
liberty, found, on their return, their wives and chil-
dren starving, and their fields overrun with weeds.
They had not, during the whole period of their ser-
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During the dry season there is no water, except
what is obtained from Norias, (wells,) dug to the
depth of about ten feet. The water is raised by
means of a large bucket fastened to the end of a
pole twelve feet long, the centre of which rests upon
another fixed in the ground. At one end of the
movable pole is affixed a weight, and by alter-
nately raising and depressing this pole, the water is
raised to a level with the ground, from whence it is
conducted by different channels to the grounds re-
quired to be irrigated —similarly to the mode adopt-
ed for the same purpose in the East Indies. In this
way a continual supply of moisture is afforded to
keep alive orange trees, plantains, poplars, &c.

The houses in the Plaza Grande are constructed on
an uniform plan, and whitewashed; andsuch of them
as are finished present an agreeable appearance. There
is, too, a cleanliness in the principal streets, which is
seen in few of the Mexican towns. The church is
built of stone; and although it has been many years
begun, it is scarcely yet finished. Over the principal
entrance are the arms of Spain, undefaced, with the
motto “ Viva Fernando septimo,” in large letters.
It would be curious to inquire into the cause of this
show of loyalty to their late master. The probabi-
lity, however, is, that it has been suffered to remain
more as an ornament, than from any design to ex-
press a feeling which can scarcely be supposed now
to exist. It is indeed true, that political changes
are seldom effected by those who have riches to lose.
A wealthy man seldom possesses those inclinations
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gaming, cock-fighting, bull-baiting, and riding about
the Plaza Grande, or the Alameda, (an avenue of
poplar trees,) in a coach drawn by two mules. This
latter occupation is resorted to particularly on the
afternoon of the Sundays, or of feast-days. They
go out most exquisitely dressed; and after driving
round and round the Plaza Grande, till the poor
mules become both tired and giddy, they return,
enter their houses while a fresh pair of mules are put
to the coach, and then they go back and tire these
also in the same way !

The gala dress of the ladies is rather that of the
stage than the drawing-room ; but as they visit the
streets almost as rarely as the aloe blossoms in
England, and as there would be a want of gallantry
in examining their apparel too minutely, I shall ven-
ture no remarks which might in any way be construed
into contempt of court. It would be hard to prejudge
a people with whom I had such little means of be-
coming acquainted ; and I shall therefore content
myself with giving one gambling anecdote, which
was told me by a person for whose veracity I cannot
be answerable, as I knew him but slightly. He is
however a native of the Real, and must have known
perfectly well whether what he related was true, or
whether he was amusing himself with my credulity.

About eight months ago a Spaniard who, it would
appear, was not proof against duplicity, or over-
addicted to honesty, arrived at this Real, with effects
entrusted to him by a countryman of his own, the
value of which was estimated at 20,000 dollars.
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to take the pack, and perform the operation for me.”
He did so; made certain signals, which were un-
derstood by his companions ; and the wretched Spa-
niard, in the course of half an hour, found himself a
ruined man. There is no vice which is more fasci-
nating than that of gambling; while, at the same time,
its indulgence 1s not only destructive of every moral
and generous feeling, but occasions a depravity truly
hateful. The successful gambler builds himself upon
the ruined fortune of an associate, whose destruction
he had sought with a ferocity that one would suppose
could only be felt by wild beasts. And he is hated
and despised by his colleagues, either for his superior
success, or for his more consummate villany.

But to return to the individual in question. The
next morning he was made by his evening compa-
nions to wear a ridiculous dress, and ride an ass
through the streets, while these unfeeling wretches
diverted themselves by following him with fiendish
laughter ! '

The mine of the four Alamadas is, next to that of
Cosala, the richest in Mexico. The vein is at least
thirty yards wide, one half only of which is worked,
and sixty thousand dollars are said to be taken from
it monthly ! Other mines in La Aduana and its
vicinity produce about twenty thousand dollars
more, which makes the total amount of metal ex-
tracted equal to eighty thousand dollars monthly !
Were the Alamadas to employ more miners in Pro-
montorios, it is thought that double or even treble
the present amount might be obtained, not only
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to the workmen, as a part of the price of their labour,
or money resulting from the produce of metal which
they had stolen. By this means a large establish-
ment of consumers is formed, and the enormous
profits which the proprietors never fail to exact,
render it difficult that they should lose much money
in their mines. The Mexican German mining com-
pany is formed upon the same principle.

The prosperity of these mines has given great
activity to trade in Alamos itself, which is situated
at the distance of three leagues from them ; and,
only a short time previous to the commencement of
the Yaqui war, imported in the course of one
week lately arrived goods to the amount of nearly
160,000 dollars! In short, Alamos, from its great
mineral wealth and extensive commerce, has become
a place of the greatest importance in all Sonora.

‘I here learned an aecount of the new bonédnza,
about forty leagues from the famous mine of Bato-
pilas, in the Sierra Madre, and saw specimens of its
silver, which was so pure, that thirty-five pounds of
the metal, as it was extracted from the vein, pro-
duced thirty-two pounds of the best silver. It is
said that 60,000 dollars’ worth was taken out in one
week by the discoverers of this treasure, who, not
knowing how to dispose of it, and fearing robbery,
dug a hole in the centre of their house, into which
they deposited their wealth. A thousand stories
are told about this discovery, but none are worthy
of credit except that of its extraordinary value.

The alarm of the inhabitants of Alamos is now
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comfortable place, I addressed him, and communi-
cated to him my situation. He was very polite,
and said he had a room quite at my service.
As the weather was excessively hot, and I was
glad of an opportunity of resting any where, I en-
tered the room which had been offered to me and
examined it. Only from the circumstances of its
having four walls and a roof could it be called a
room! But, tired of wandering, and the old pro-
verb of “ go farther and fare worse” coming across
my mind at this moment— the more forcibly, perhaps,
from the despair I felt of getting any other apart-
ments in the place, (the old fellow assuring me that,
owing to the arrival of such a prodigious number
of families from the country, who had come to take
refuge from the Indians, every house in the town
was filled),—I therefore made up my mind, and gave
directions for dinner ; but for this meal I was unfor-
tunately too late. My host is an old Spaniard; but
he has resided in Mexico so long, as to have eradi-
cated from his mind all recollection of his own coun-
try, and all desire to return. I know not whether
it be a want of patriotism, or from what other feeling
it may arise, but, with very few exceptions, I have
never met with a Spaniard who was desirous of
revisiting his own country. Probably those with
whom I became acquainted in Mexico, remember
little of Spainj their own immediate friends are
perhaps no longer in the land of the living; and
many may have married and have families; so that
to leave this country would be quitting their homes
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discipline which belongs to the situation, and which,
in such turbulent times, requires a man of decision.
An undue relaxation of authority renders obedience
a matter of choice; and thus the inhabitants of the
province may be unhappily subjected to all those
serious consequences attendant upon an ungovernable
revolution, which energy on the part of an able
chief might easily avert. Unfortunately every man
here acts as though he were himself the governor.
The members of the congress, taking advantage of
the feeble character of the political chief, suffer their
passions and jealousies to derange the transactions of
the congress; and, instead of attending to the affairs
of the province, for which duty they receive 8000
dollars annually, occupy their time in dealing out
personalities, and indulging in the bitterest invective
against each other.

A schism has long existed between the represen-
tatives of Upper Sonora and of Sinaloa. They de-
spise each other, for what reason it would be difficult
to define ; but the dispute in question is, on the part
of those of Sinaloa that the northern deputies wish
to engross the whole management of the house;
while these of Sonora, on the contrary, say, the for-
mer are so deficient in talent and integrity, that they
propose, and seek to pass, laws which are in the high-
est degree injurious and unjust towards Upper Sonora.

The congress sits every day ; and what with the
heat of the weather, and the pugnacious ejaculations
of its members, the deputies are under the neces-
sity  of retiving from business about one o’clock,
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neglected. Men who hold such situations should un-
doubtedly be possessed of an extensive knowledge of
history, politics, and jurisprudence ; or how can they
be supposed competent to pass laws, the excellency of
which so much depends upon that enlarged know-
ledge of these sciences? To make and pass a law is
an easy matter ; but to make a wise law, how few, by
the unassisted aid of their own genius, are qualified !

Moreover, deputies in this state are not always
elected for their virtues, but for a certain boisterous
eloquence, which, if analysed, will be found to have
in it infinitely more sound than sense; and as the
unfortunate electors have no other criterion to judge
by, and, unhappily for themselves, possess no know-
ledge but what relates to horses and mules, they can
only apply this science, useful in its way, to the
choice of their representatives.

I had intended to have been much more severe,
but I believe I have said quite enough: perhaps I
should not have said so much, but that I know that
extracts from works relating to Mexico sometimes
find their way into this remote province ; and should
these observations be thought worthy of transmis-
sion, I trust the honest remarks of a foreigner may
have the effect of shaming the deputies, for some of
whom the author has a personal regard, into a more
equitable appropriation of their time, and a more
just application of the talents which I know them to
possess.

The morning after my arrival at Fuerte, 1 pre-
sented my bill to the governor for acceptance. He
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ly was not the case, as, if it had been so, Fuerte
would have been taken possession of by the enemy
with scarcely a show of resistance! The consterna-
tion was universal. The governor, neither by pro-
mises nor threats, would succeed in restoring order.
The deputies met; but could do no business, as every
fresh noise made by crying women and children
passing the door, induced them to rise from their
seats to inquire whether the Indians were really
entering. They huddled together like men who
calmly give themselves up to be overwhelmed by
dangers ; too timid to separate, and too confused to
know that their safety depended upon their decision
in the adoption of measures which might tranquillize
the general panic, and perhaps save the town from
capture, and its inhabitants from destruction.

The arrival of the governor at the house, far from
dispelling the panic, augmented it tenfold; they
locked upon him as the harbinger of some unknown
catastrophe, which might threaten their utter ex-
tinction. The doors were now closed and the Con-
gress went into secret session; what passed I know
not. A general suspense pervaded the minds of all the
inhabitants, who seemed to consider that the discus-
sions of the deputies would only precede the removal
of the Congress to Culiacan, and thus the town would
be left to the mercy of the Indians. And such a mea-
sure, I afterwards learned, was actually on the tapis.
But a suspicion of the circumstance having entered
into the comprehension of the alcalde, he hastily as-
sembled a force, and posting troops in different si-
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were present, and having caught the assumed air of
tranquillity of the chief, were conversing freely upon
the subject of .their groundless fears. Their visit
was not of long duration; and I afterwards went to
call upon the treasurer. This demagogue, educated
in a monastery, and in such saintly lore as related
to the life, death, and miracles of every saint in the
calendar, is considered inferior to none who wear
crowns,—I allude to the shaved crowns of friars.
His portly personage, which resembled an inflated
balloon, showed that he preserved some of their good
Epicurean rules. His age did not much exceed
forty-five years; he considered the governor as
scarcely superior to himself in authority ; although,
in point of talent, it is said he did not give him so
high a rank; since in this particular he acknow-
ledged no superior. He wisely suggested the expe-
diency of adopting a preconcerted signal for the
guard without, in case of alarm, to resume their
places in the Plaza Grande. The same signal, when
made by the party without, was to be understood by
the warriors within, to prepare for giving a warm
reception to the enemy. This plan was accordingly
adopted, and the inhabitants began to breathe once
more.

After I had been a short time seated under the
¢ portal” of the treasurer’s house,” and other visi-
tors had also arrived, the excessive heat of the morn-
ing suggested to his Excellency the expediency of
our eating a water-melon, by way of a cooler. The
knife was already in his hand, and he had tucked
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voices of about a dozen men, who were crying out
lustily for more people, but without making any at-
tempt themselves to advance towards the street,
which they pointed out as that by which the Indians
were approaching. Five or six others were firing
their muskets over the tops of the houses, forgetting
that the enemy could not enter there. And as I ad-
vanced, I saw one poor fellow, whose musket, as he
attempted to go forward in obedience to the order
to advance, dropped on the ground; he stooped and
raised it up, but in one instant more it again found
its gravitating level. This happened three times ;
and our hero, finding the weapon too weighty for him
to retain, and thinking it prudent to yield to the
same gravitating influence over his own body, which
his trembling knees could no longer support, laid
himself quietly down by the side of his harmless
gun. Others had already taken refuge in the house,
where were assembled all the women who had not
accompanied the friar to the church, or sought an
asylum in the congress-hall. Many of the warriors
retired from their posts, under pretence of 7eloading
muskets which had never been discharged; and
duennas were seen posted at the doors of their
houses, with painted saints held before them, which
looked much less pallid and lifeless than their own
woe-begone countenances. They doubtless hoped
that the Indians would at this sight respect their
houses, or perhaps they trusted that a miracle would
be wrought for the safety of the possessors of such
saintly objects of their devotions !
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roof, which, instead of being at the top, has, by an
obedience to the laws of gravitation, to which the
rotten rafters opposed a feeble resistance, found a
resting-place near the foundation. There is not a
tree or a shrub growing near any of the houses,
which latter are constructed of mud, and are white-
washed on the outside ; and they seem following the
good example of the church-roof.

Don Carlos Lavandéra had given me a letter of
introduction to Don Manuel Otéro, in whose house I
lodged ; but as the place afforded but little food, he
gave me a dinner composed chiefly of tortillas and
wild fruit. After having partaken of this patri-
archal meal, an old man entered the room, and,
sitting himself down by my side, observed that I
was an Englishman, which discovery led him into
a warm discussion of his own Christian faith, where-
in he reproached me as being an heretic and a Jew,
which in this country are synonymous terms. Feel-
ing myself much more disposed to take a nap, than to
listen to his unedifying conversation, much less to
reply to his arguments, I put an end to the dis-
cussion by asking him, how many days’ journey
there are from this world to the next? This he
did not find it so easy to answer, although he at
last said that the transit of the soul was instanta-
neous. Whereupon I asked him to repeat his
“ credo;” and when he came to that part of it
which says “and the third day he rose again from
the dead and ascended into heaven,” I stopped him
and repeated my question. It had the effect which I
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that the Yaquis have taken up a station in the pass,
and have lately made numbers of prisoners who have
not yet returned to give an account of their treat-
ment, they determined to go three or four days’
Journey round the hills, to avoid a similar fate:
and therefore, if you now persist in your intention,
I will furnish you with a guide.”—News so disagree-
able I did not expect to have heard, and I was
therefore obliged to take some time for deliberation.
But however, knowing that unless I went by this
road I should be delayed at least three or four days
longer in my journey to Guaymas, to say nothing of
the entire want of water or of the excessive heat of
the weather, I told his Honour that if he would give
me a good guide, I should prefer going by the way
of the dangerous Bacatéte, as I considered it would
be quite as agreeable to die by the hands of the
Yadquis as to perish by thirst! Accordingly the
alcalde gave me a relation of his own for a guide,
who, he assured me, was a brave fellow ; and that if
any person could bring me safely out of a difficulty,
he was the man. : |
As I could not obtain provisions for the road at
Buena Vista, I passed a comfortless night at Palo-
sevampo, and departed early next morning. Our
route lay over a plain, upon which immense quanti-
ties of the petaya were growing, now in fruit. We
fortunately found at our last night’s lodging a long
pole, which my guide arranged in the following
manner. He cut the point sharp, and at the dis-
tance of about three inches from it, he secured a
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himself in the brushwood which grew in that direc-
tion, until night, when he was to resume his route,
travelling night and day, until he should arrive at a
place called La Punta de la Agua, where I had rea-
son to believe, from the accounts received before my
departure from Buena Vista, a detachment of troops
was stationed. My guide and myself arranged, that
in case of an attack, we would keep together, and by
a circuitous route, at least mislead the Indians as
to the direction which my servant, with my trunks
containing clothes and papers, was to take: deter-
mined that these should escape, although we might
not succeed in saving our necks! There was just so
much danger in this enterprise as to engage the
whole of the faculties; a sensation which it is so de-
lightful to experience ; and having in it some of the
spirit of adventure, a degree of interest was awaken-
ed in the mind, which made us as insensible to the
heat of the weather, as to hunger and thirst.

We approached nearer and nearer, still maintain-
ing the same obstinate silence, and watching the ears
of our animals, which, as they have quicker organs
of hearing than the human species, are a good guide
to judge of the presence of people within a certain
distance. Here we halted a moment to examine the
flints of our pistols and guns; shook out the priming
from the pans, and applied fresh powder; slackened
our swords in their scabbards; and lastly, having
tightened the girths of our saddles, we remounted
our beasts, which had hitherto manifested no interest
in our proceedings.
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fied they would put him to a torturing death! I in-
quired whether he was acquainted with no way to
the left, which might increase our distance from the
fires, and, at the same time, not draw us very greatly
from our route? He replied, that there was only
this road, and that it passed within a thousand yards
of the situation from whence the smoke issued, which
was by the side of a well of fresh water. My next
inquiry was, whether he knew the way in the dark ?
He said he did—* And if we wait until dusk, will
you accompany me ?”—* Yes, provided you lead!”
This settled the knotty point ; and, concealing our-
selves in a hollow, we alighted, although we still
kept our guns in readiness until the shades of night
should come to our aid, and enable us to escape the
sharp eyes of the Indians.

We had not long to wait. It was already half-
past six when we halted, and at seven it was dark.
‘We now mounted, and proceeded with caution, and
without speaking beyond a whisper. I was obliged
to head the troop, which consisted of my guide and
servant, both of whom followed in the same track-
I observed the horizon to the right to be illuminated
by the Indians’ fires, and the howling of their dogs
convinced us that our journey was a critical one,
At eight the fires flared with a red glow, which was
dimly reflected by the surrounding scenery ; and fol-
lowing the winding of the canada to the left, at an
angle of thirty or forty degrees, we left them burn-
ing behind us. Our guide was now as anxious to
advance as he had before been to retreat ; and placing
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they would soon melt and return to their pristine
nature. ;

The 4th of July, the day after my arrival, was
Sunday ; and as I did not like to deprive my servants
of the benefit of hearing Padre Leyver say mass, I
postponed my departure till eight o’clock, A. M., when
I supposed the service would be over. But, to my
mortification, even at this late hour, the reverend
father had not deigned to quit his bed. I therefore
desired the servant to load and saddle the mules, and
prepare for our departure, having already breakfasted
two hours since. The padre having heard from the
“ sacristan ” what was going forward, presented him-
self under the viranda of a house in the square, where
the service of the church is said, there being no holy
edifice in the place; and he sent to desire I would
remain till mass was over. Not liking to raise a
scandal against myself, in a place where the good
offices of many of the inhabitants might, at a future
period, be useful in my fishing operations, I did not
disobey the padre’s mandate.

The road from hence to the port is very sandy,
and the reflection of the sun from the sandy soil is
very distressing to the eyes. Indeed this observation
applies to all the roads in the republic whereon I
travelled in my various migrations, which were
neither few nor short. Strangers to the country use
coloured spectacles, which in some degree obviate the
inconvenience. -

I arrived at the port of Guaymas at noon. The
Wolf and Bruja had been some days waiting my ar-
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rival, having returned from their unsuccessful expe-
ditions, the one at Loreto, the other at the Tiburow
island. From the captain and supercargo of the Wolf,
I received information of their operations, and saw
specimens of the pearl-oyster which they had obtain-
ed. The pearls were wretchedly small, badly shaped,
and few in number, and they attributed their failure
more to the inefficiency of the diving bell than to
any other definable cause. Their drags too, they as-
sured me, had been perfectly useless, except in
bringing up a few shells, among which I discovered
the murex. In consequence of this unpleasant infor-
mation, I commenced inquiries respecting native
divers. Unfortunately only four could be obtained.
I may here observe that the only efficient divers are
those of the Yaqui nation; and as they were all en-
gaged in the revolution, none were to be had upon
any terms except the four alluded to, who probably,
if they had been good for any thing, would have
already joined their brethren.

A difficulty had arisen in consequence of the Bruja,
(sea-witch,) which bore the Mexican flag, being com-
manded by an Englishman, as the statute expressly
says that the captain and two-thirds of the crew are
to be Mexicans. This is an absurd: regulation in this
country ; nor can it at present be acted upon, as the
only seamen to be obtained are Indians from the
Manilla islands, who happen occasionally to be dis-
charged from: merchantmen arriving from that port.
And so convinced has the Mexican Government be-
come of the injustice of obliging ship-owners to give

Q2
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the command of their vessels, if they bear the na-
tional flag, to people incompetent to navigate them,
that they have lately issued an order in council, with
the consent of the General Congress, that foreigners
may be allowed to command Mexican vessels, pro-
vided an efficient Mexican captain cannot be obtained.
Of this order, however, Sefior Pesceyra, the com-
mandant, pleaded ignorance, and said his duty
obliged him to detain the Bruja in port. I was
surprised at his objecting, on this ground, to her sail-
ing now, inasmuch as he had made no difficulty, on
that account, when she left on her first expedition.
But fortunately I had received official information
respecting the order in question, and showed it to
the commandant, who looked rather astonished, and
was then obliged to acknowledge that he had heard
of it before.

I found the Bruja in a wretched state for sea-
service. Her sails could not resist a fresh breeze ;
and she was unprovided with cables and anchors,
notwithstanding the directions I had left relative to
her complete equipment. Getting her ready for sea
occupied us till the 10th, on which day I had made
arrangements for sailing in the Wolf. On the night
previous to this day, however, the approach of the
Yiquis was so positively affirmed, that a deputation
consisting of the alcalde, commandant, &c. person-
ally waited upon me to petition in the name of Hea-
ven and of all the saints, that I would delay my de-
parture for a day or two, as the presence of the ves-
sels would be their only protection in case a general
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massacre were attempted by the Yaquis. Feeling it
to be my duty to succour people in such distress, and
that by a compliance with a solicitation made by the
most important personages in the port, I should gain
so many additional friends for the pearl and coral
company, I consented to remain for two or three
days longer.

From the 11th to the 15th, time passed in suc-
cessive alarms, and each night the women and chil-
dren slept on the wharf, ready for embarkation the
instant an attack on the town should be made.
During these days of general panic, junta after junta
assembled, without once coming to a resolution.
Deputations every instant passed each other on the
road from the port to the rancho, and from the
rancho to the port, praying for assistance, which
both wanted, and neither had to bestow. Horsemen,
and women and children on foot, momentarily
arrived with precipitation, having left their clothes
behind them, not less on account of their fright than
from reflecting that the divided counsels of the
rancho were no guarantee for safety.

The commandant of the rancho had taken up a
station half-way between it and the nearest Yaqui
town with a respectable force and a field-piece; but
early on the morning of the 14th he came galloping
into the rancho, as hard as his horse could carry
him, followed, at a distance, by all his troop. It ap-
pears that, during the previous night, the Indians
had swrrounded the picquet, concealing themselves
among the bushes and reeds; and instead of attack-









































































































2062 A REMARKABLE WELL.

with a son on either side of him, charitably suppos-
ing, that if one of these animals should approach
the party during the night, he would certainly at-
tack the person sleeping on the outside.

About midnight, a wandering lion found out the
retreat of the trio, and, without his approach being
perceived, he leaped upon the jfather, in whose body
he inserted his teeth and claws, and with mane and
tail erect, proceeded forthwith to devour him. The
two boys, moved by the cries and sufferings of their
parent, grappled the lion manfully, who finding his
prized contested, became furious: the combat was
most bloody. After being dreadfully lacerated, the
two brave youths succeeded, with a small knife, in
killing their ferocious enemy, but, unhappily for them,
not soon enough to save their father; and the af-
flicted boys were left to lament his death and their
own severe wounds. They both, with difficulty, sur-
vived ; and are, I understand, still living in Califor-
nia, although dreadful objects—the features of one
of them being nearly obliterated.

There is on the western cocast a singular well of
fresh water, rising and falling with the tide, which
is here about eighteen inches. From this singula-
rity, I was induced to examine it more particularly.
I ascertained that there was a communication be-
tween the mountain and the well, which is merely a
hole of about twelve inches diameter, and of the
same depth, situated close to high-water mark. It
is naturally formed, and is a great accommodation
to travellers, being the only fresh water between the





















AN INVITATION. 209

who, supposing that our object in coming here was
to pay a visit to the mission, had brought horses. I
availed myself of the opportunity, and took my ser-
vant with me. The road, which lies along the ravine,
at only .a small distance from the rivulet, passes
through crops of maize and vineyards, and is toler-
ably sheltered from the sun a great part of the way
by the imperfect shade of the date-tree, which grows
to a considerable size. The journey is performed in
half an hour. The houses are small, in number
about forty, and, like the church, (which stands on a
little mound,) are whitewashed.

The first person whom I saw on my arrival, was
a little, sharp-looking, humpbacked old man, with
small grey eyes, and a long pointed nose. He had
on a sort of white apron, which extended from his
neck, and covered his knees, leaving his arms exposed
as high as the elbows, to which joint the sleeves of
his shirt had been rolled. I took him to be a shoe-
maker, as he sat at the door of his house on a three-
legged wooden stool.

As I approached, he rose from his seat, and ad-
vancing, saluted me with “Que séa ustéd bien ve-
nida,” (you are welcome,)—and immediately invited
me to alight from my horse. This I did, and was
ushered into a tolerably large room, with a brick-
floor, table, two arm-chairs, three young ladies, a
child of about ten years old, and an Indian cook. I
was requested to take a seat; and my astonishment
was not small at learning, that the person from whom
I was about to receive hospitality, was the holy friar









Q72 STATE OF THE INDIANS.

three leagues in length, capable of cultivation, out
of which, two leagues and a half belong exclusively
to the friar. It is melancholy to reflect upon the
state of the poor Indians of this place. Born, as they
are, to follow the track of their forefathers, in
the tyrannical service of the friars, their spirit is
broken, and their mental energies subdued, while
those of the body are exerted for the use of the
padres. They lend their labours with sullen obedi-
ence, only to be accounted for by their terrors of
church discipline, which, when exerted by the friar,
might reduce them and their families to starvation.
Their feelings, if they have any, are made subservient,
in all things, to the padre’s will, who, it is said, exer-
cises his authority with brutal severity. Thus they
drag on an existence no less painful to themselves
than degrading to human nature! 7These observa-
tions are applicable not only to Molexe and Loréto,
but, as I have been assured by some very intelligent
individuals of Sonora, who for many years traded in
California, to the rest of the missions. :
They are now suffering from a new species of
tyranny, respecting the partition of certain lands on
which they had hitherto been permitted to graze
their cattle. A surveyor was lately sent here from
Loréto to arrange this business. He suffered him-
self, however, to be bribed with cows and mules by
the white inhabitants of Guardalupe, a mission about
eight leagues distant, to adjudge these lands to them,
which he very liberally did; and thus are the im-
becile Indians left in a state of misery hard to be
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ble, he composed a sort of jargon, which no sober
person could well understand.

- In the mean time, the young ladies had not been
idle. They had become exceedingly merry,—ap-
pearing to have gained the faculty of speech, in pro-
portion as the friar had lost it; although his eyes
glistened, and his mouth widened, from' the effects
of a fixed grin which usurped the place of the rigid
severity I had seen in his countenance, while de-
nouncing wrath against profestant heretics. He
amused himself too by singing ; which, however, he
did not commence until he had removed his hood
and gown, by which he appeared to have been re-
strained within certain limits of merriment ; but, no
sooner was this barrier removed, and consigned to
the guardianship of one of the said young ladies, than
he showed us of what frolicsome materials he was
made.

As it grew late, I began to fear the party might
wish to remain on board all night, and was about to
make a proposal to take them up in the boat as far
as it could go, towards the town, when the two
horses of his reverence appeared on the beach. An-
other difficulty now presented itself, which was, how
the friar should mount,—and, if he rode one horse,
how the ladies, who were three in number, were to
be conveved on the other. But this he himself ar-
ranged, more by signs than words. We got him on;
and as he insisted that a lady should mount the same
animal, we fixed them both together, as well as we
could, and the tottering cavalcade moved forward

2
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with a rapidity which corresponded more with the
desire of the horses to return to their homes, than
suited the safety or comfort of their riders.

As I had hopes of being able to procure two or
three divers from La Madaléna, I was obliged to re-
main at our present anchorage until the following
morning, when an answer would be finally given
by the alcalde, to whom I had sent a letter on the
subject.

SuNDAY.—Went up to Moléxe, and as there was
no comfortable house at which I could put up, ex-
cept the friar’s, I proceeded thither. The hour of
mass is usually seven in the morning, and I expected
to have found the padre in the act of performing his
clerical duties: but this was not the case. I was in-
formed he had met with an accident; but I found
him seated by the side of the young lady whom
he had gallantly escorted home the preceding even-
ing, and to whom he was now administering the
kind offices of consolation! It appears that, on their
way from the vessel, the rapidity with which their
horse had travelled, destroyed the equilibrium of his
reverence and his partner; and they had not proceeded
more than half a mile, before down came the church
to the ground, and with it the fair votary, who re-
ceived a contusion on the nasal promontory, which
ended in a pair of black eyes. The friar, on the
contrary, owing to his being so like a ball in figure,
merely rolled away from the horse’s legs, and, forfu-
nately for the mission, received no greater injury
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a wretched place, and the inhabitants seem to belong
more to the next world than to this. I have heard,
that about a dozen or fourteen leagues to the north-
west, on one of the hills called las tres Virgenes, (the
three virgins) there is an exhausted volcano, which,
however, still produces sulphur. These three hills
extend as far as the gulf, where they end in a bluff
point named after them.

When I returned on board, I found that the hunt-
ers had caught four goats, the flesh of which they
were busily salting down. We had only thirty days’
provisions, and I thought this a good as well as
cheap opportunity of adding to our present stock.
The day following, I again sent the same party to
hunt, while I investigated the several bays and rocks
of the island, where I found plenty of very large
cray-fish, but only a few oysters, which were good
for nothing. On the island of San Marcus there is
abundance of talc, a soft marble, and pumice-stone
of excellent quality. There are two kinds of the
latter, white and yellow ; but only the former is
good. One of the hills is almost entirely composed
of talc. The goats are large and fat. The original
stock was brought by divers, formerly frequenting
the gulf of Moléxe, and the coast hereabouts; and
as there is fresh water at the northern extremity of
this island, the animals have done well, and increased
in number considerably. There are also plenty of
snakes, but who brought ¢hem I did not hear.

On the 31st we sailed with the light airs of what
is called the sea-breeze, from the south-east. We
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dit. 'We were not kept long in suspense; and steal-
ing upon these with more care and activity, we suc-
ceeded in killing twelve of them. A seal is a for-
midable animal to attack, both on account of his
nimbleness and his teeth. The instant they are
awakened, they open their enormous mouths in a
most threatening manner, and, if closely attacked,
retreat backwards, unless the assailants happen to be
between them and the sea, in which case they rush
forward without any ceremony, and endeavour either
to destroy their enemy, or, at least, to secure their
retreat. Their first salutation is a roaring noise,
which awakens their companions; this is followed
by a rush towards the sea. It now becomes neces-
sary to cut off the retreat, and endeavour to hit the
animal on the nose, which stuns him, and a few
blows more on the head are sufficient to kill him.
It was my object to get their skins, supposing them
to be of the double fur, as well as to obtain oil
from their fat. The latter object we accomplished;
but as their skins were not of fur, we threw them
away as useless. This island has no name attach-
ed to it in any of the maps; I therefore, thought
myself justified in calling it Seal Island, in comme-
moration of our achievements.

5th, 6th, 7th, and 8th.—We had calms, with oec-
casional light winds. The current is, apparently,
always strong. But on the 9th we got aslant of
wind, which carried us up to the north-west end
of Tiburow island, where we came to an anchor in
three fathoms water.
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was serious fear lest the patient might only find re-
lief from her present sufferings in the grave, which
idea I conveyed by stretching myself on the sand
and closing my eyes, the whole party set up a dread-
ful yell, that was echoed, although with a more sub-
dued shrillness, from the neighbouring mountains.
Indeed, I thought it prudent to prepare the family
for a fatal result, from a very natural apprehension
that, if the poor woman should die, the Indians might
take a fancy to try their poisoned arrows upon my
body, supposing me the author of her almost inevit-
able death : a ceremony which I by no means wished
to go through !

That the poor woman should be still alive in the
shocking state in which I found her, was matter of
the greatest surprise. This very circumstance, there-
fore, led me to hope that she might still be preserved,
and, although greatly exhausted, be able to endure
the treatment I considered absolutely necessary. I
can assure the reader, that my feelings were by no
means comfortable, not so much from apprehensions
of the effect which disappointment might produce in
the minds of these savage Indians, as from the sor-
row and regret I felt at my total want of science
and skill.

Notwithstanding, I felt that an attempt must be
made to save her, which, if attended with success,
would afford me infinite satisfaction; and if other-
wise, 1 should at least be conscious that I had exer-
cised the little portion of judgment which nature be-
stowed upon me, in assisting a poor creature, who,
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me sit down on the sand beneath the shelter of the
hut, while she painted my face @ la Tiburow! Not
wishing to deny her the indulgence of this innocent
frolic, I quietly suffered her to proceed. She mixed
up part of a cake of blue colour, which resembles
ultramarine (and of which I have a specimen,) in a
small shell; in another, a white colour, obtained by
ground talc ; and in a third was mixed a colour ob-
tained from the red flint-stone of the class which I
before stated was to be found on Seal Island, and
resembled cinnabar. With the assistance of a point-
ed stick, the tender artist formed perpendicular nar-
row stripes down my cheeks and nose, at such dis-
tances apart as to admit of an equally narrow white
line between them. With equal delicacy and skill
the tops and bottoms of the white lines were finished
off with a white spot. If the cartilage of my nose
at the nostrils had been perforated so as to admit
a small, round, white bone, five inches in length,
tapering off at both ends, and rigged something like
a cross-jack yard, I might have been mistaken for a
native of the island !

As soon as the operation was finished, the whole
party set up a roar of merry laughter, and called me
« Hermano, Capitan Tiburow,” being the very li-
mited extent of their knowledge of Spanish.

I now made inquiries respecting fresh water, and
was shown a well, about fifty yards from the beach,
seven or eight feet deep. The taste of the water
was a little brackish ; and as the length of our voy-
age was as yet uncertain, I thought it a good oppor-
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the body is entirely exposed, and their hair is dressed
on the top of the head in a knot which greatly sets
off the effect of their painted faces. The men use
bows and stone-pointed arrows; but whether they
are poisoned, I do not know. They use likewise a
sort of wooden mallet called Macéna, for close quar-
ters in war. They have a curious weapon which
they employ for catching fish. It is a spear with a
double point, forming an angle of about five degrees.
The insides of these two points, which are six inches
long, are jagged ; so that when the body of a fish is
forced between them, it cannot get away on account
of the teeth.

The day following, having visited my patient, and
given her a small quantity of tincture of bark, from
which she derived considerable benefit, I went into
the interior; and after about an hour’s walk arrived
at the eastern coast of the island, where I looked for
indications of the pearl shell. I saw none; and on
my return took a circuitous route, in order to learn the
truth of reports, current in Pitic, respecting the ex-
istence of native-gold spots. That such exist, multi-
tudes of persons in every part of Sonora will affirm ;
but their real wealth and extent, they add, no one
has been able to investigate in consequence of the
blood-thirsty character of the Indians, who, in addi-
tion to their enmity to the whites, fear that the dis-
covery of this precious metal might eventually lead
to their subjugation.

I travelled over the greater part of the island,
but could find no trace of a “ creadéro de oro.” 1












204 GO ON SHORE.

It was fortunate that we got under weigh, for the
breeze soon afterwards freshened to a gale ; and in-
stead of driving us ashore, it carried us safely back
to our old anchorage in Freshwater Bay, whose lati-
tude is 29° 12’ N., longitude 111° 36" W.

As soon as we anchored, I went on shore, anxious
to see whether my patient was still alive. I had
left with the old woman a small phial of the tincture
of bark. As we approached, the Indians of both sexes
flocked round our boat, as upon a former occasion.
When I reached the hut, I found the patient so far
recovered as to be able to sit upright, and she mani-
fested her pleasure at our return by a smile of ac-
knowledgment. That she should ever have recover-
ed was no less a matter of astonishment to me, than
it would probably have been to any person acquaint-
ed with the dangers to which she had been exposed.

After having felt the lady’s pulse, which I found
to be rather languid, but with no indication of fever,
my attention was directed by the old women to a
pile of bushes outside the hut, which had a staff of
about five feet in length sticking up through the
centre. From the upper end of the staff was sus-
pended by a cord twelve or fourteen inches long,
a round stone ball, and to this ball was fastened
another string furnished with bits of cork, sur-
rounded with small feathers stuck into them, at the
distance of about three inches apart: the only use
of the stone ball being to prevent the wind from
blowing out horizontally the string which was fur-
nished with feathers. It appeared a similar ap-






























304 NEW ISLAND,

vent our being drifted to the southward by the cur-
rents, or on the shore by the heave of the sea, I de-
sired the captain to cast anchor ; which being done,
I went on shore to see what was to be seen. I pick-
ed up a few broken shells, but there were no oysters.
The coast is bordered by low sand-hills, from whose
tops is seen a great extent of perfectly flat country,
which, during the rainy season, must be partially
covered with water; but it appeared now to be
parched. The elevation of the sand-hills by the
coast, effectually prevents the rain-water from run-
ning into the sea in that direction; but any great
accumulation may possibly have some other mode of
escape which I could not discover.

My stay on shore was short; and when I returned
on board, a slight breeze had again sprung up from
the south-west. We therefore got under weigh at
one, P.M., and stood along the coast. At two we
saw a white island on the larboard-bow, and we
altered our course in order to make it, hoping we
might find an anchorage under its lee before the night.
Our soundings were eight and nine fathoms, with a
smooth sea, and a steady although light breeze.
At four we were close to the island. I took my
usual station, which upon these occasions was at the
mast-head; and as I observed no danger, we came
to an anchor, in seven fathoms, at half-past four,
fronting a sandy beach to the castward, where at low
water there was a dry communication between two
islands. Its latitude is 81° 12' N., longitude 112°

45 W. of Greenwich.
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tion in spite of these fickle elements, and they
turned towards home, the seat of tranquillity and
peace !

A few short months had made me master of an
unknown and uninhabited island! But how insig-
nificant was the feeling which this gratification
afforded, in comparison with the loss of the society
of my friends in England, and my absence from its
white cliffs, which the whiteness of this island
brought so forcibly and so painfully to my recollec-
tion! While I was yet absorbed in this meditation,
which I could have wished undisturbed for an age,~—
for in my imagination I was roaming over the happy
hills of my own country, calling to mind the diver-
sions of early years, and again conversing with the
friends of my youth,—my attention was suddenly di-
verted from these pleasing reveries by a splashing in
the water below me. How sudden are the transi-
tions of thought, and how easily is the thread of re-
flection broken, and for the time entirely forgotten
by any reality which passes before the eyes! That
which destroyed the illusions wherein I had been for
some time past indulging, completely roused me, and
awakened an interest in me which amounted to ab-
solute horror.

It was a combat between a seal and two mon-
strously large sharks. Never did I witness any
thing half so terrific. I could scarcely breathe from
anxiety. The commotion in the water was very
great, and the long tails of the sharks were at in-
tervals four or five feet out of water, making mus-
cular efforts, and flouncing with ferocious energy,
























314 EXAMPLE BETTER THAN PRECEPT.

war’s men, and would not hurry themselves ; the two
Italians were for ever talking of how much they
did, and what they had done in a vessel with a
smaller crew, but never now thought it necessary to
hurt their fingers with the gaskets; my servant, al-
though an indefatigable worker on shore, did not
know how to employ his strength and activity on
board ; the cook was always playing with the fire,
~ and he could handle a burning bit of charcoal with
as much comfort, as if his fingers and thumbs had
been made of iron ; and the other Indian was gene-
rally a looker-on, except at meal-times, when he
played a “ good stick.”

I never in my life was disposed to play the tyrant
until I joined this vessel, and here the apathy of the
whole crew rendered harsh measures necessary, as
the adoption of mild ones would probably have been
productive of the loss of the vessel, and of all her
hands. I had therefore been in almost one uninter-
rupted rage since we left the gulf of Molexe. KEx-
ample was of little avail, and I am convinced, “ al-
though I say it,” that I did more work than all
the rest of the crew together.  If the mainsail want-
ed reefing when the sea was running high, and the
vessel was tumbling much about, no one would ven-
ture out to the boom end, to secure the earing.

If the bonnet was to be taken off the jib when we
were taking the water over our bows, it was not
thought genteel for a sailor to expose himself to the
rude spray of the sea. So that, unless I did all this
work myself, the vessel might have gone down for
any thing the crew cared. At first, I endeavoured






























322 ‘SUPERSTITION.

The sunset was beautiful, and the clouds reflected
all those fantastic and bright forms which are com-
mon to the tropical climates. Let me not be thought
more superstitious than every sailor is allowed to be,
who is educated on the wild ocean, and reared within
the vortex of that innocent creed which seamen always
teach, and which, when once imbibed by a youthful
mind, is never entirely removed. But I fancied I
could trace in the clouds to the south-east, imme-
diately over the river, a tall vessel, before which
were assembled numerous Indians, both men and
women, with loads on their heads, and in various
attitudes. As the winds dissipated the clouds, and
the colours became more faint, the men and women
by degrees disappeared, and the vessel remained
majestically alone ; but that too at length disappear-
ed with the deepening shades of evening, although I
continued gazing for half an hour afterwards on the
spot where these fantastic figures had first appeared.
So strong was the resemblance of what I have here
related, that every person on board observed it.
Availing myself of this painted warning of the ima-
gination, I got all our arms cleaned and loaded, be-
fore a man was suffered to sleep. After which we
retired to sleep, each man on his favourite plank.

In the middle of the night I was awakened by the
dew, and the noise of jackals, 1 took this oppor-
tunity of examining the lead, which had been left
hanging alongside, to see what water we had. What
was my astonishment to find only a foot and a half!
The crew was sound asleep. Not even the sentinel
was able to keep his eyes open, but had his senses
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best, and most honoured patron and friend, Admiral
Sir George Montagu, G.C.B. The other I have
called Gore Island; and to the point on the Califor-
nia side, together with the southern point of Montagu
Island, I gave the name of Sargent’s Point.

I had almost forgotten to remark, that the Cali-
fornian shore, that is to say, half-way from Cole
Point to the Rio Colorado, was in a continued
smoke, from the fine particles of sand which the wind
carried full a mile into the air. I could distinguish
what I supposed to be the direction of the coast
from the cloud of dust which formed over it; and I
christened it “ Smoky Coast” in consequence.

The weather threatened a storm; and it had al-
ready begun to rain. The wind came from the
westward, with a fog as thick as is sometimes seen
in London. Nevertheless, we got under weigh with
the first of the flood-tide. The wind carried us
tolerably well through Sea Reach (so named after
the River Thames); but when we got to the end of
it, where the river winds to the W.N.W., we were
obliged to beat round the point, the tide setting to
the eastward, upon a nest of shoals, over which there
could have been but little water, as we shallowed
the nearer we approached them. We were there-
fore obliged to keep close to the larboard point
(which I have called Unwin’s Point) of Sea Reach ;
and in the deepest channel we had only one fathom
water by the line, which will be about one fathom
and a quarter, as I had ordered the line to be
lengthened a little before we quitted our last
night's anchorage. The current appeared to set us
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up very fast through Lower Hope, Half-way-Reach,
and Greenhithe Reach, into Howard’s Reach, where
the river takes a semicircular sweep to the westward ;
the channels of the former reaches being as follows:
Sea Reach N.N.E. seven miles ; Lower Hope, W. by
N. five miles ; Half-way-Reach, W. by N. five miles ;
and Greenhithe Reach, W. by S. about seven miles.
The depth of water is very variable, as will be seen
by a reference to my plan of the Rio Colorado, in
which the soundings are all laid down at low water,
at the time of full and change.

As we were beating up Howard’s Reach, where
the deep channel is not above ninety yards wide, we
were standing with our head towards the larboard
bank of the river, which was high and perpendicu-
lar ; and as we were obliged to make very short
boards, in consequence of the narrowness of the
channel, which could not exceed two hundred yards,
it was necessary to stand until our jib-boom nearly
touched the western bank, as otherwise the vessel
would not have gathered sufficient way, after once
going about, to tack again. Upon one of these oc-
casions, as the tide, which runs at the rate of nine
miles an hour, swept us along like an arrow, and
within ten yards of the bank, the helmsman took
fright, and every moment put the helm down to
bring the vessel about, without any orders from me.
The consequence was, that she gathered no way.
For a long time I did not discover this proceeding on
the part of the man at the helm, conceiving that the
high banks had taken the wind out of the sails,
which were flapping in consequence. However,
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turning round at last to desire the man to keep the
vessel full, I discovered what he had been about,
and desired Mr. Lindon to keep his eye upon the
helm, and see that the vessel was kept “ clean full,”
whatever might be the consequence, till I should
give orders for our going about.

Our keel was at about the angle of forty-five de-
grees from the line of the bank; and as the current
ran so violently, there was sufficient room to stand
on so as to gather way enough for tacking, without
any danger of our striking the shore, although our
distance from it all this time could not have exceeded
ten yards. The sails were therefore kept clean full,
and to the consternation of our helmsman, the point
of our jib-boom was, I am convinced, within two
feet of touching, before I gave the order “Down
with the helm,” &c. Helmsman and vessel obeyed
at the same instant, and the latter “ came round like
a top.” Assoon, however, as we had got on the lar-
board tack, the man at the helm having now lost his
fears, looked round to see the danger from which we
~ had escaped, and thus neglected to pay attention to
his duty. Mr. Lindon amused himself with the
same contemplation; and the consequence was, that
the vessel came up in the wind, lost her way, and in
an instant was driven stern-foremost on to the shore,
almost before I was aware of the imprudence, and
too late for preventing the consequences of it. It
was the work of an instant. The rudder was carried
away with a tremendous crash, and I feared the
vessel might have otherwise sustained some serious
injury. We now came with our broadside to the
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bank, and leaping on shore with the end of the jib-
sheet, I belayed it to the stump of a tree, which had
been left there during the high tides, to prevent the
vessel from swinging round, which, if she had done,
would probably have carried away her bowsprit.

We soon secured her by running out a boat-
anchor to the shore, and by bringing the end of a
hawser to it, which was hauled taught on board :
the stern was secured in the same way against the
effects of the ebb. We now used our endeavours to
collect the shattered pieces of the rudder, and ascer-
tained by diving, with ropes fastened round our
bodies, that only the rudder was injured, and the
upper hook broken. We got the wreck on board
with all speed. The weather was still rainy, and so
thick that scarcely any thing could be discerned at
two hundred yards distance. We saw no traces of
Indians on the shore, and therefore supposed they
must be much higher up the river.

At four, p. M., the ebb was running down nine
miles an hour, and the wind still blew fresh from
the north-west. I feared, from the rapid fall of the
water, that the vessel might lodge on a shelf of the
bank, which would have been a very dangerous situ-
ation, as it was more than probable she might upset.
I therefore determined to get her immediately into
the middle of the stream, and anchor her there.
But how this could be effected was a question not so
easily answered. As the wind was blowing us hard
against the bank, it was impossible, with the
united strength of all hands applied to long poles, to
shove the stern of the vessel off. I therefore ordered
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the anchors and ropes to be got on board, and sent
a boat’s crew, all excellent swimmers, on shore,
because they could use the poles to more advantage
when applied to the vessel, than when their ends
were applied to the soft mud of the bank. In this
way we succeeded in bringing the current to bear
upon her starboard counter, which it no sooner
caught, than it wheeled her round in an instant:
the men on shore holding on by the bow-fast to
steady the vessel so soon as she should have brought
her larboard-side to the bank. One effort more was
wanting to complete our final object, which was to
force her bow off : this we accomplished in the same
way the stern had been managed ; and as soon as
the sails would take on the larboard tack, we hoisted
up the jib and mainsail, which shot the vessel suffi-
ciently from the bank for us to let go the anchor in
five fathoms water, although not at a greater distance
from the shore than forty yards.

How to get the boat and crew on board was the
next difficulty, as the ripple of the tide kept her full
of water. In this also we ultimately succeeded, and
immediately set to work to repair the rudder, which
was broken in two parts, where the bolts were driven
through to fasten the upper hook. The broken
parts we spliced together ; after which we welded
the timber with iron hoops, and by midnight the
rudder was ready for shipping. As the pintle was
broken, it became necessary to cut two holes through
the rudder like a V, the angle of incidence meeting in
the fore part of the rudder, in front of the gudgeon,
which was still fast to the stern-post of the vessel:
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And by means of an iron chain we could now easily
secure this important instrument as firmly as if no-
thing had happened. Mr. Lindon was not a bad
carpenter, but he had no contrivance. I was there-
fore obliged to supply this, as well as a great portion
of the operative part; and although I cannot flatter
myself with any inventive genius, I may venture to
affirm, that I certainly earned my supper before the
work was finished.

We waited the whole of the 22d, in the hope
that, at slack water, we might be able to ship our
rudder. But in the Rio Colorado there is no such
thing as slack water. Before the ebb has finished
running, the flood commences, boiling up full eigh-
teen inches above the surface, and roaring like the
rapids of Canada; we might therefore have waited
for the opportunity we sought till the sea should give
up her dead, unless we could devise some other
plan. I thought that if there should be a light breeze
on the following morning, we might weigh our an-
chor with the first of the flood,—and while the
vessel drifted, under the management of her sails,
we might then replace the rudder. But this was
not so easy of accomplishment as we had imagined.
The rudder would not fit into its place; and while I
was busily employed in adjusting it with chisels and
hatchet, Mr. Lindon neglected to sound, and pre-
sently we were hard and fast aground. The tide
fell very rapidly, and left us on a bank, and at low
water we were two hundred yards from the water’s
edge. It appeared as if Fortune were determined
to play us a trick ; for with the returning tide the
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water did not approach us nearer than one hundred
and fifty yards! It was now four days after the full
moon ; and consequently, till the high tides of the
new moon should commence, there was no hope of
our getting afloat, as it was impossible to cut a way
through the quicksand, where the vessel lay very
much inclined on her larboard-beam. This was a
nice situation to be in, especially as we were short of
provisions. Of fresh water we could now have
plenty ; and fish we might have had too, if we had
had hooks or nets on board; but unfortunately we
could procure neither in Guaymas. The only ques-
tion was, whether we should ever get back again
with our vessel—and if that were not within the
reach of possibility, what was to be done? Upon
this point, however, my mind was soon made up;
I determined not to abandon her while there re-
mained a chance of our getting her afloat: and the
next high tides would probably show whether or not
this were practicable. It would have been highly
entertaining for some future explorer to have en-
countered such a monument of our misfortune as
our abandoned vessel would have presented !

On the western side of the river there are forests
of the thorny shrub called Mesquite, an inferior
species of the Quebrahacha ; and on the banks there
was a profusion of stems and large branches of the
willow, poplar, and acacia, which had been brought
down by the flood, and were now permanently
lodged in their present situations. On the eastern
- bank, where we were aground, there were also
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wrecks of these trees ; but there was no other vege-
tation but a dwarf sort of reed. From the mast-
head nothing on this side was distinguishable, ex-
cept the waters of the Rio Colorado and Rio Gila,
but an interminable plain ; and to the westward rises
the Cordillera, which extends from Cape San Lucas,
on the southern extremity of Lower California. To
the northward and eastward, there was a long row
of lofty trees, which I concluded were growing on the
banks of the Rio Gila; that stream falling into the
Rio Colorado half a league below us. The point of
land which divides the Rio Colorado from the Gila, I
have named Arnold’s Point ; and the one on the op-
posite side of the same reach I have called New-
burgh’s Point.

We were here troubled with mosquitoes as well as
‘with a large horse-fly, the activity of which is so
great, that I have never yet known one of them to
be killed. They bite so hard that the instant they
are driven from the flesh, the blood comes through
the puncture made by their sharp and large proboscis.
The sand is full of a glittering sort of tinsel, which
shines beautifully when the sun is upon it. It is
common all over Sonora, and is, I imagine, nothing
more than broken laminae of tale, the surface of
which being probably in a state of decomposition,
the original colour is changed to that of copper and
gold. It crumbles easily between the fingers, and
cannot therefore be metallic; but its delusive appear-
ance may possibly have given rise to the reports
which were spread, as it is supposed, by the Jesuits,



332 FAILURE OF ATTEMPT

who formerly endeavoured to make an establishment
upon the river, of gold dust being intermixed with
the sand.

This attempt at colonization was made somewhere
about the year 1750, and two settlements were then
actually formed ; but their existence was of short
duration, as the Indians destroyed the whole of the
inhabitants ; since which, application has been made
to the Caciques of the river by the former, and even
by the existing government, to allow a Christian
establishment to be made on its banks, for the facility
which it would afford to the military chiefs of both
California and Sonora, of carrying on their correspon-
dence, which is now conducted by the way of Loréto,
where it has to pass across the gulf to Guaymas, and
from thence is conveyed by land to Arispe,—a most
circuitous route. But the answer that the Indians
have invariably given is the following, which shows,
at least, some degree of acuteness:—*‘ There is among
us no quarrelling or fighting for another man’s pro-
perty. We live happy and contented among our-
selves, and respected by our neighbours, who know
that in war we are invincible, as in peace we are
courteous. Our women take care of our children.
They are trained up with sentiments of valour, and
not of revenge, unless urged on by insult and injury
from an enemy. Among Christians, how different !
They drink fire; (a name which they give to spirits,)
they beat their families, and assassinate their friends.
They rob each other, and under the sign of the cross,
they persecute the helpless and betray the strong.
Their old men are unfit for counsel, as the fire which
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they drink makes them mad; and among whatever
Indian tribe they settle, as they say, to make them
happy, they only stir up discord among the peaceful ;
and their captains are cruel tyrants. How then can
we suffer Christians to come among us? We are
happy already ; and so long as we are free, we shall
remain so. Our nation is disposed to be at peace
with the white men, but our warriors have sworn
that they will not suffer you to dwell amongst them.”
This is the substance of a conversation which took
place between the emissary of the government of
Upper California and the Caciques of the Rio Colo-
rado, about twenty-five years since.

Near our present situation is one of those old ruins
which are supposed to mark out the progressive
march of the Aztics from the north to Mexico. It
is called by the natives “ Casas * Grandas,” but the
Indians have no tradition respecting its former occu-
piers,—none, at least, that I could learn.

The tides were each day lower, and on the 24th
I embarked in our boat, with my servant and two
seamen, taking with us provisions for three days, and
arms for our defence ; and with the flood-tide we
proceeded up the river. My intention in this was,
in the first place, to sound the channel, so that when
the vessel should get afloat, I might know the navi-
gation. I was also anxious to ascertain whether
‘there were any cattle to be seen higher up the banks.
The wind was favourable, and at the distance of about
a league from the spot where the Bruja lay aground,

* Great houses,
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there is a broad creek on the western bank ; and
considerably higher up to the eastward we observed
animals. We therefore allowed the wind and tide
to carry us near to that situation, hoping to be able
to shoot one or two of them. Upon our approach,
we perceived that what we had taken for horned
cattle were horses, quietly grazing: they were not
in the least alarmed at the appearance of stran-
gers; from which circumstance I knew that they
must be tame, and belonging to human creatures;
but where their masters were we could not discover.
Still higher up, on the left bank, we distinguished a
hut, and moving objects near it, and for this we im-
mediately directed our course. On our arrival in
front of the bank upon which the hut is built, I saw
about five or six old men, and two old women ; and
as I had no reason to fear that they would eat us, I
landed with my servant, without taking any arms,
from a wish not to raise the fears or excite the sus-
picions of our new acquaintances. The two English-
men I left in the boat with their muskets ready, in
case of need.

Our appearance seemed to excite much displeasure
in the old men, and in an old woman, who at the
time of my landing was engaged in chewing a kind
of salad herb, which she took from an earthen bowl,
and put into her mouth with her shrivelled hand;
and after chewing it sufficiently, she spat it out again.
How long this bowl may have served the family I know
not, but with such economy it will probably last the
next generation for chewing! She came forward, and
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vociferated I know not what ; but by the glistening of
her eyes, I could perceive that the beverage, which
she had been squeezing from the herb between her
teeth, had had an intoxicating effect upon her brain.
The violence of the old lady seemed to have a tran-
quillizing effect upon the old man, who seemed to be
her husband, although he might have been her son.
She must have been exceedingly old. Her skin was
as shrivelled as a bit of boiled tripe; and her sharp
bones protruded, not unlike a sack-full of pans and
kettles !

As soon as this venerable lady had exhausted her
eloquence, not a word of which could I understand,
the old man began a long speech, quite as unintelligible
to me. He occasionally pointed down the river, and
then on either side of it, by which perhaps he meant
to signify that I had better depart as quickly as pos-
sible; and in the second place, that if I did not, the
country swarmed with Indians, who would chastise
me for the unwelcome intrusion I had made in com-
ing among them.

Whether this were the true import of his harangue,
I know not; but after he had exhausted himself by
the energy of his language, the guttural tones of

which convinced me that considerable exertion is
necessary to speak it for any length of time, a pause
ensued. I now felt myself called upon to return the
compliment. I began my address in Spanish, and
ended it in English, finding one language quite as
intelligible to my auditor as the other. In conclu-
sion, I showed him some printed cotton handkerchiefs
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and tobacco, and, by way of conciliating the party, I
presented each of the ladies and gentlemen with a
small quantity of the pungent drug, showing them at
the same time how to smoke it in a pipe; a thing
which I imagined would be quite new to them. This
had not, however, the desired effect ; they showed me
tobacco of their own growing, and therefore seemed
little gratified by my present. I observed that
they had fish, which I offered to purchase; and a
part of them they sold me for a coloured hand-
kerchief.

The hut, in size and figure as well as furniture,
saving only the absence of turtle shells, resembled
that of the island of Tiburow. But what struck me
as being the most remarkable feature in these people
was, that the whole party were as naked as Adam
and Eve, except that the ladies had a few stripes of
the inner bark of the willow or acacia tied scantily
round their waists! This was a strange costume,
and quite as unseemly as it was new. At first, I ima-
gined that the inebriating liquor before mentioned
had rendered them unconscious of their nudity, or
that perhaps, as they were fishermen, out of pure
regard for their clothes, they had laid them on one
side till their occupation had ceased. But although
I examined every part of the hut, I saw nothing which
at all resembled a shirt for the men, or a chemise for
the women! My astonishment, as the reader may
readily suppose, was very great; but equally great
were the feelings of compassion which this spectacle
awakened.

Two blind old men were sitting under the hut,
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and as I approached to give them also a leaf of tobac-
co, the old lady again burst out into exclamations so
violent, that from time to time she was obliged to sit
down on the ground and rest herself, or perhaps
to compose her ideas afresh before the exhilarating .
bowl! I afterwards examined this mixture, and
found it to be the pod of the Mesquite-tree steeped
in water. It is naturally very saccharine, and from
its sour smell/, must have undergone fermentation.
The inhabitants of the island of Tiburow have
the same dirty practice. 'The pods in this state
last for months, with the addition, occasionally, of @
few fresh ones ; and each goes to it in his turn,
with as much pleasure as sailors to their quid of
tobacco !

I was not without my fears, after I had effectually
conciliated these aged children of the desert, that
perhaps they might invite me to take a chew, an in-
vitation which I should certainly not have accepted,
although it might have brought the whole artillery of
the old lady’s tongue again to bear upon me !

I observed a curious fruit, which in Patagonia I
had taken much pains to collect. It is invaluable
as a remedy for dysentery. Its fibre is woody, and it
is twisted like a corkscrew, in spiral layers. The
colour of the fruit, when ripe, is yellow, and it is very
astringent in the mouth.

- The old women had their foreheads painted yellow,
a colour obtained from the tender sprigs of the reed;
which when dry they grind between two stones, and
convert into flour. This, with the addition of some
sort of grease, they convert into a kind of bread. Of
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any dissatisfaction at our visit. I made signs to him
to bring down cattle; but as he did not understand
what I meant, I drew a cow with a stick on the
sand, which seemed to convey my meaning, for he
nodded his head in token of assent, pointing at the
same time to the road by which he had come ; and
after having given him and his companion a leaf of
tobacco each, they took their leave.

Being now aware of our vicinity to Indians, I
thought it prudent to adopt measures for our future
security, as our present situation was by no means
favourable for defence. An extra quantity of grape
was introduced into the carronades, as from the incli-
nation of the decks, we should only be able to fire
them once ; it being more than probable, that the
recoil would upset them. Indeed as it was, we
could only get them to stand fore and aft, unless
when lashed down to the ring-bolts. I had both of
them, therefore, loaded up to their muzzles, matches
lighted, placed in their proper situations, our mus-
kets carefully examined, and three buck shot added
to their present charge. We also extended the
boarding mettings round the vessel, and made such
other preparations as suited our situation and cir-
cumstances.

All being arranged to my satisfaction, we after-
wards feasted upon the fish which I had purchased
of my acquaintances below Thomas’s Island, and
we found the flavour remarkably good. After sup-
per we put out every light except a lamp in the
cabin. We could not, however, dispense with our
pipes, as the swarms of mosquitoes rendered it neces~
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with mud, so that they looked very much like pigs.
These all maintained an uninterrupted silence dur-
ing the time their chief conversed, which he did
almost without intermission ; and he seemed to think
himself, with his green habit, a person of no small
importance. But although the other Indians did
not speak, their eyes were incessantly wandering
over the hull and masts of our vessel, and they ex-
amined her exterior with a scrutiny that convinced
me they possessed a great deal of natural quick-
ness. Availing myself of this disposition, I showed
them our carronade shot, to give them an idea of
our power to defend ourselves, a report whereof I
concluded would soon be borne to the rest of the
tribe, which might operate as a wholesome check
upon any desire they might entertain to come down
upon us with hostile intentions. At four, the party
took leave, with many expressions of welcome, and
with the assurance, that fruit and vegetables should
be brought to us on the morrow.

At half-past five another party of eight came to-
wards us; and as they came alongside, one of them
announced himself, by gesture, to be charged with a
commission; and being understood in the Yuma
language by our diver, we learnt that the Great
Capitan had dispatched him at sunrise, to manifest
his expressions of welcome, to embrace us, and to
offer us his protection. After all this had been ex-
plained, one of the party, a thin, short, sickly-looking
Indian, now came forward, and spoke to us in Spa-
nish, which he understood tolerably well. Why he
had not displayed this knowledge earlier, I could
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bare,” and a few narrow strips of the fine bark of
willow and acacia loosely fastened about the hips,
which for hot weather must be an admirable attire!

During the afternoon, the interpreter became more
sulky than ever, and by his manner of conversing
with the Capitan Grande, I began to suspect both.
During their conversation, they pointed repeatedly
towards the stern of the vessel, as though they fan-
cied her more assailable from that quarter. In con-
'sequence of this surmise, I had one of the carron-
‘ades pointed aft.

During the afternoon of this day, hundreds of In-
dians swam across from the other side of the river
with fruit, &c. Scarcely any had arms. Another
chief also came alongside, who the interpreter said
was the great father of the tribe. He was a little,
short, active old man, with only one eye ; and while
I was watching him and his companions, the foolish
sentinel allowed two other unarmed chiefs to enter
the vessel, and a council of war sat on our decks,
probably to decide, in their own minds, upon our
destiny. I before observed that few of them were
armed, and I was glad of this opportunity of coming
at the secrets of the council by examining their ges-
tures, and other little circumstances which frequent-
ly enable a person, without understanding a word of
an Indian’s language, to learn his thoughts. An old
woman, too, had crept in unobserved by me, and she
also sat at the council. Her age could not, I think,
have been less than one hundred and twenty, and
her body was more shrivelled than I had supposed
possible in a living creature. Her face was painted
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cook was on the point of handing her some fresh
beans, he was horrified at beholding the hole which
she had already made in his own! His anger may
easily be imagined, but how he resented it I did not
learn.

At four, p. M. the great chief returned with a
large party, but without arms. He began, after I
had admitted him, to converse in the same way as
before, but apparently with more satisfaction to him-
self and to his auditors. He again pointed to the
stern, then to our few men, and last of all to the
cabin, bringing up his arms each time to the attitude
used for dispatching an arrow. He was probably
saying, that his men were as five hundred to one,
that first their arrows would drive us from the deck
into the cabin ; and that when there, his people could
easily enter by the stern, and secure us at their plea-
sure. He then addressed his conversation to me ;
and I asked the interpreter what he wished to say.
He said that the Great Chief had informed me, * that
a neighbouring nation of Indians had attacked the
Axua tribe the preceding evening, and that besides
killing a great number of men, they had carried
away several women and children : that to revenge
this outrage, the great chief was determined to march
all his warriors against the aggressors; but that be-
fore he started, he wished to assemble all his men in
front of our vessel, ready equipped with arms, as
this would enable him and all his India.ns to take a
formal and a friendly farewell of us.”

The quickness of these Indians is apparent in all
their proceedings, yet still they are but Indians! And
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how did that proposal convince me, that without
education the mind of man, generally speaking, is
incapable of combining great plans, or indeed of exe-
cuting any designs which require a degree of pru-
dence beyond the cunning acquired by the chase, or
in a fugitive attack of beings no higher in attain-
ments than themselves! An Indian is valiant and
vigilant because his habits teach him the exercise of
those faculties. But where the powers of the mind
require to be concentrated into one focus, where deep
reflection and profound calculation are needful, how
does the poor Indian delude himself in his attempt-
ed ingenuity to deceive those who possess only a
few of the advantages of civilization! It is among
savages that we see the untutored vices of human
nature, and the imperfection of unschooled human
intellect! “ Knowledge is power,” and the savage
must always be the slave of the civilized whenso-
ever they come in collision, unless from some very
untoward circumstance. A wise and learned man
may be thrown by a horse; but if this were an ar-
gument for superiority in favour of the animal, how
did he ever become subject to man, who possesses
neither his fleetness nor his strength ? A savage is
only a superior kind of animal, whose instinct, in
some particulars, is greater than that which belongs
to quadrupeds; but the fruit of this quality of the
mind, which is 7eason, can only ripen in the congenial
soil of civilization, where the whole of the faculties of
thought and perception take root and grow, however
those which are purely physical may degenerate and
decay. Thus the wild savage, instead of the monkey,
2 A
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to the southward of this river is the Rio Mayo ; and
a like number of leagues from hence to the south-
ward is the Rio del Fuerte, each of which supports
its eight towns, inhabited by the Mayo nation,
which bears the same relation to the Yéaqui as the
Portuguese does to the Spanish.

In the commencement of the Indian revolution,
the Ydqui tribe only were engaged; the Mayo
having refused any participation in it. Upon this
account, Bandéras paid them a visit, although he
knew them to be inimical te his cause, and that they
had promised the governor of the province, that in
the event of Bandéras venturing amongst them, they
would deliver him up to the civil authorities. Not-
withstanding the enmity which the Mayos professed,
soon after his arrival, Bandéras collected together
the inhabitants of the sixteen towns, to whom he
made a speech, which concluded in these words :
“ By imitating our example in the struggle for li-
berty, you would have proved yourselves worthy of
its reward—worthy to be called the descendants of
the brave and too-confiding Montezuma. I offered
you a share in the glorious enterprise; but the wis-
dom, spirit, and valour of your ancestors is a flame
that burns no more ;—the earth has consumed it—
the water has extinguished its fire. Ioffered you the
prize of freedom, because I supposed you worthy of
it. But I see that I have deceived myself; slavery
has brutalized your souls; you have disgraced our
forefathers, and you will be the contempt of our
sons’ sons, I found you slaves, and slaves you may

continue !”
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were sent from Guaymas with a detachment of sol-
diers to guard them. And so well had Bandéras
concealed his people, that as the convoy was passing
the very hill where his army lay, he attacked the
escort, and in about ten minutes captured goods and
government cigars, valued at thirty thousand dollars!
As soon as this unexpected event was known at the
port of Guaymas, an universal consternation of the
inhabitants succeeded. The vicinity of Bandéras
was dreaded worse than pestilence ; and the officers
of the custom-house, and every other person of in-
fluence, embarked in a small vessel, and went to
Loreto and La Paz, in Lower California ; thinking
it most prudent to leave the gathering storm behind
them !

Bandéras now advanced to Los.Siete Serritos,
near to which the river of Pitic is lost in the sands;
but being attacked there by Captain Roméro, he im-
mediately sent off Hypolito (who had now joined him)
with the most considerable portion of the late plun-
der for Yéqui, and he himself, with three Céres
guides, proceeded on towards the island of Tiburow,
with a small quantity of the captured effects. It
was an object of great importance with Bandéras,
that the Céres tribe should join his standard, not only
on account of their being good warriors, but also be-
cause they were dreaded by the whites, in conse-
quence of a rumour, believed since the first appear-
ance of the Spaniards in Sonora, that these Indians
used poisonous missals ; and he resolved to give them,
as far as lay in his power, an inducement to become his
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474 AN INQUISITIVE HOST.

therefore obliged to leave it behind, and to pack our
trunks on the backs of the mules,

19th.—Arrived at Chihuahua, at six, p. M., having
passed on the road El Laborcito, Salitre, Ojo de la
Casa, Colorada, and the town of El Nombre de Dios.

As there was at the time of my arrival here no
meson, I applied to the alcalde for lodgings, and he
recommended me to ask for them at the house of
an American. The American turned out to be a
Frenchman, and he recommended me to the house
of a French cake-maker! It chanced, however, that
a mean-looking little old man was present during
the conversation, and suspecting what we were
talking about, although he did not understand the
langnage in which we spoke, had the generosity to
offer me the use of a couple of rooms in his house,
till I could suit myself with others. It was now
night, and I therefore accepted the kind offer, ex-
pecting that his house would be as much like him,
as he himself was like an old clothesman! Accord-
ingly he led the way, and conducted me to the front
door of a large building, where he rapped, and we
obtained admission. The interior of this edifice
was spacious, and the apartments were neatly fitted
up. I was ushered into one of the rooms, where I
was desired to take a seat; my companion absent-
ing himself. When he returned, he had changed
his wig for another very neatly curled and powder-
ed, and had made such other alterations in his habili-
ments as gave him quite a respectable appearance.
His age might have been about fifty-seven or fifty-
eight; short, and rather the worse for his years.
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4th.—Left at five, A. M. and arrived at the town
of Cerro Gordo, at eight, . M. There are some
good houses here, in one of which I was kindly re-
ceived, and hospitably treated. The landlord told
me that a discovery had lately been made of an ex-
tremely valuable mine, within a few leagues of this
place. There is here a population of three thousand
souls.

5th.—From hence I proceeded to the hacienda of
La Zarca. 'This is a fine estate, and has multitudes
of cattle upon it. Every thing is in good order, and
its owner, an old Spaniard, is a very portly and civil
personage. He gave me a good supper, and a good
night’s lodging in a room where one of the heroes of
the Mexican revolution was condemned to be shot,
and the sentence was carried into execution within
its walls. His ghost did not, however, disturb my
slumbers.

The present owner has a large family, and lives in
such a style as convinced me that he must be ex-
ceedingly rich. He appears to have read a good
deal, has a good library, and I found his society very
entertaining.

6th.—From hence I went to the Presidio of San
Pedro del Gallo, a distance of thirteen leagues S. E.

San Pedro is situated in a valley, into which se-
veral rivulets run, and from whence the water ‘has
no escape, except indeed by filtration and evapora-
tion. A lake of considerable size has formed in con-
sequence. In a neighbouring hillock are the ruins
of a small fort, which was erected at the commence-
ment of the revolution. The distance from hence to
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Mapimi is fourteen leagues, in an E.N.E. direction,
where there are some very valuable mines, now in
bonanza, worked by natives. It is said to be the
most promising mining district in the republic.

7th.—Started at five, A. M., and at the distance of
six leagues arrived at the river Nésas, the princi-
pal town of which is La Villa de los Cinco Sefores.
At this, however, I did not stop, but crossed the
river, which is shallow, and proceeded to the haci-
enda of Alsobaco, where I passed the night. I was
here entertained at the house of Don Agustin Gomez,
president of the Ayuntamiento of Los Cinco Sefores.
He is a monstrously odd fellow, whom I could not at
all make out.

This gentleman gave me an account of a tumult
which had been “got up” lately in the villa. It was
an attempt made by some Indians to claim their
rights, as they called them, to the soil. Nothing
serious, however, occurred, and the business was
settled by sending the offenders to a presidio, I know
not for how many years, to serve as soldiers. My
host gave me a most splendid supper, at which there
was every delicacy that the Rio Nasos afforded ; and
still e/ Presidente del Ayuntamiento thought it ne-
cessary to apologize for the want of sufficient viands,
and the badness of his cook. In the afternoon, he
inquired if I had a cook in my retinue, and even
then complained of his own ; but I should have said,
never was there a better supper, nor one better
dressed! The president was full of conversation,
chiefly upon political subjects, of which, from my
long absence from Mexico, I was completely igno-
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10th.—At seven, A. M., arrived at the rancho
of Don Juan Perez, upon which estate there are
two hundred thousand sheep. From hence I passed
a hot spring, the boundary between Durange and
Zacaticas. At five, P. M., arrived at the ranche of
Carboneras, fifteen leagues from Atatonilco, E. by S.
Near this is the large hacienda of Santa Catarina.

11th.—Started at five, A. M. At the distance of
two leagues passed the rancho of Las Gigantas, and
a little farther on, the rancho del Burro. Nothing
can be conceived more wretched than the ranchos
inhabited by Indians. On the different estates the
peasants are permanent in their houses only so long
as suits the caprice of the owner of the hacienda, and
therefore the small houses of the labourers consist
generally of only four uncemented stone walls, with a
roof of bushes and dirt. -

At four, p. M., arrived at the rancho of Los Canas,
fifteen leagues from Carboneras. Here I found the
owner exceedingly unwell and in a high fever, for
which I was requested to bleed him. Near this, on
the banks of the Rio Grande, is the Real de minas de
los Niéves. The Rio Grande enters the lake of Par-
ras. I observed here a species of wild vine called
parra, but it had not any grapes upon it. The houses
are very small. |

12th.—Left at six, A. M. Five leagues from
hence is an arroyo, which rises near Santa Catarina,
and enters the Rio Grande, near Carboneras. Passed
La Lavoreita, a hacienda; Santa Harmonica, haci-
enda; and the hacienda del Rio Medina, where four
thousand fanegas of maize are annually raised. The
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sixty-nine years of age, and thirty-five of these I
have been a water-carrier ; and during the whole of
that period I have preserved my health by drinking
water! I walk about all day, inquiring who will
buy water ? for, valgame la Vergin! (the Virgin help
me!) I am now old, and it is necessary to be dili-
gent in scraping together a few reales for my wife to
buy candles whenever I shall die; for it would be
terrible not to have candles at ene’s funeral !”

I detained this philosopher in conversation all the
afternoon ; but his ideas did not extend very far be-
yond his favourite element. He told me, however,
that he once read a book, the title of which was,
“ El Vestido del Alma” (the dress of the soul). *“In
this little work,” he added, ¢ the mass is described as
being the dress, (tunico) and fasts, the shoes of the
soul, with which it travels to the other world, where,
as soon as San Pedro sees it thus habited, he in-
stantly admits it through the door of Heaven. But
if he finds that it is naked, the door is instantly
closed, and the unhappy soul wanders eternally,
and is lost in purgatory.—~There is nothing like wa-
ter,” he suddenly exclaimed, in a fit of enthusiasm,
“ for the head or tooth-ache!”

I purchased his jar of water, at a higher price
than I believe he is accustomed to receive : he look-
ed exceedingly pleased, and went away ejaculating
the praises of water; but soon returned again to
tell me that in the book of Judas Maccabaeus, which
he had at home, there is a print of our Saviour
blessing the water, that it might do no harm to
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520 THE QUADRO HISTORICO.

trayed his friend General Bravo into the hands of
his recent enemies; of General Goniez Pedraza; of
Senor Esteva, Sefior Zabala, and several others, who
have figured in the late political broils, which ended
in the banishment of General Bravo, &c. I shall say
nothing. Time will unravel what at present is
enveloped in mystery.

Soon after my return to Mexico, I was introduc-
ed to the Condésa de la Cortena and her family.
A more excellent and amiable lady does not exist,
and I am bound to acknowledge the many kind
civilities which I received at her hands. She is a
woman of great talent and wit, although I never
knew her to make an ill-natured observation. She
has an excellent house, furnished in very good taste,
and containing a variety of extremely good paintings.

The Conde de Agreda is a little bald-headed old
man, who has a museum, which, among a great deal
of rubbish, contains many great curiosities. He is a
man of no education, but wishes to pass for a virtu-
0so. I must not forget to mention that he is very
clever in the art of drying insects.

Quapro HisTorico.—This is merely a chroni-
cle of events, without any philosophical reflections
whatever. It is, nevertheless, said to be tolerably
correct as to facts, and it certainly contains a curious
account of the revolution of Mexico. The price of
the work is forty dollars—much beyond its intrinsic
value.

The proper person to treat this subject would be
Doctor Jose Maria Mora, who, from his philosophi-
cal turn of mind, great reading, and actual know-
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ledge of the political transactions of the revolution,
is particularly well qualified for writing its history,—
a work much wanted, and which would be highly
interesting to Europeans.

PassiNG A Law.—During the period when the
virulence of party was at its most furious height
against the European Spaniards, the members of the
Congress of the State of Oaxdca met, as it is report-
ed, for the purpose of passing a law which would
give security to the obnoxious individuals residing in
the province. The deputies seem to have consider-
ed that they had no right, human or divine, to make
laws which should be partial in their operations
against the citizens of a free country. The prevail-
ing party, however, being privy to the business un-
der consideration, surrounded the hall with an arm-
ed force, and obliged the members to pass a law,
banishing from their state the European Spaniards,
although they had been, some years ago, declared
free citizens of the republic by the General Con-
gress! A similar proceeding took place in the city
of Valladolid, with the same result.

The Congress of San Luis Potosi passed a law, of
their own accord, banishing all European Spaniards,
with this extra clause : that all Spaniards who may
be married to women of the country, by whom they
have children, shall not be allowed to take any part
of their families with them, and shall be made to
leave two-thirds of their real and personal property
for their support and use! Those married, and hav-
ing no families, shall leave one half of their property
behind for the use of their wives!
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In the state of Guadalaxara there was but one
European Spaniard who was married to a Spanish-
born woman (the only female of that country in the
province). She had a daughter who attracted the
attention of a lawyer, a native and a resident of that
town, who made proposals of marriage to her parents.
The lawyer’s character, however, was said not to be
very excellent, although he passed for a man of ta-
lent, and he was refused. He had lived in habits of
intimacy with the family a long time, and of course
became, during the period, intimately acquainted
with them. He afterwards wrote a comedy, in
which the foibles of this family were alluded to in
so undisguised a manner, that every person at the
theatre, where the comedy was performed, knew the
parties.

After this event, the lawyer was elected a member of
the General Congress, and was in Mexico, when the
law against the Spaniards was first in agitation. Our
hero was so fortunate as to have the unhappy mother
of the young lady, for whom he had formerly ex-
pressed so much attachment, included in the law of
expulsion !

Of the expediency of this law, much has been said
in Mexico. I am not myself sufficiently learned or
wise to hazard an opinion upon the subject. I shall
leave it to the judgment of the reader ; making only
one observation with respect to the introduction and
extraction of money. It has been said that the
amount of capital expended in Mexico up to the
end of the year 1827, by different mining companies,
amounted to twenty millions of dollars. It has also
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been reported that the sum extracted from Mexico
by European Spaniards, up to March 1828, exceed-
ed twenty-five millions of dollars !

Now, if wealth employed in commerce be of use
to the country where it circulates, it cannot be pru-
dent to send it away. But if, on the contrary, there
be a superfluity of the circulating medium, then i
may be of service for the legislature to pass a law for
its exportation to other countries!!

The expenditure of one branch of the Govern-
ment of Mexico is about three hundred thousand
dollars monthly, and this sum has hitherto been de-
rived from the customs and the rent of tobaccos. In
consequence of the want of capital, commerce has
greatly declined, and the tobacco planters are report-
ed not to have been paid. Therefore the revenue is
supposed greatly to have declined! How then can
this twenty-five millions have been superfluous ?

A law also has been passed preventing foreigners
from holding real property in the country; so that
dollars are not likely to return to Mexico to be em-
ployed in this species of purchase.

MiNEs.—It has been calculated that the PROFITS
of the Valenceana mine (according to Baron Hum-
boldt, the best in Mexico,) amounted to one-sixteenth
part of a dollar per diem, for each workman employ-
ed in it. For instance, suppose 2000 miners (by far
too large a number) to have been employed in exca-
vating mineral, this would have a daily profit of 2000
medio reales, equal to 125 dollars, which, taking the
dollar at four shillings and sixpence, is 28/, 2s. 6d.
sterling, or 10,265/ 2s5. 6d. per annum. It will
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therefore be seen, that though in Mexico a mine
may be rich, yet the profits are comparatively small.
On the other hand, even supposing this estimate to
be correct, there were, in the year 1817, so many per-
sons to share, that the proportion which fell to each
was a mere trifle. I think there were twelve or
fourteen sharers! What then has Mexico to hope
from her mines ?

LIBERTY OF THE PRESs.—The opposition press
in Vera Cruz was forcibly broken open, it is said, by
a COLONEL OF THE ARMY, accompanied by his
officers ; and besides severely wounding the person
in charge, they destroyed all the printing apparatus !

The opposition printing establishment in Mexico
was not forcibly attacked, but circumvented by
making proselytes of the workmen, who gave infor-
mation of all political matters sent to be printed.

The opposition party had never any bad designs,
so far as I could learn. But their indiscretion sur-
passed every thing that was ever heard of, and
their schemes terminated unhappily for themselves
and for their cause.

Povrice.—The police of Mexico is as bad as it
can well be. Even in the city, it is necessary to
walk about well armed. About three weeks before
I left Mexico, a foreigner, immediately upon his
quitting his house in the evening, was attacked by
two men with knives. He, however, fortunately,
was armed also with a poniard. He seized one of
the men by the throat, and being a very strong man,
ripped open the stomach of his opponent, from one
side to the other. The wounded man instantly ex-
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that they would stick at nothing. And, lastly, a
system of “brutal espionage, patronised by both
parties, has demoralized the country, even more
than all their other vices, by destroying every
species of individual confidence, and thus obliging
every man to consider his parents, relations, friends,
servants, and every person with whom he might
be connected, or hold conversation, as being vil-
lains |—Such was the state of Mexico in February
1828.

This sombre picture is, to the best of my judg-
ment, faithful ; and I am convinced that there are
very many honest Mexicans who will concur in the
opinions which I have advanced. Much more I
might have said. I have alluded to no one in par-
ticular ; many instances of atrocious bad faith I have
concealed ; and I have withheld some of the black-
est traits, deserving of universal execration.

It is therefore to be hoped that a censure so
entirely merited as the one now passed upon the
Mexican partizan, in which the body of the people
are merely considered as suffering from the perni-
cious effects of triumphant treachery and vice, may
* induce the Government to redeem the national cha-
racter, by promoting acts of wisdom, justice, and in-
tegrity, both public and private. The natives pos-
sess many good qualities, and docility of disposition ;
these are, therefore, good materials to work upon.
And who can doubt what a wise and good govern-
ment may accomplish for the happiness of its people !

The following is a brief sketch of the resources of
the chief states of which the republic of Mexico is

composed :
2 M
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The wealth of the province of Mexico arises,
chiefly, from the sale of pulque, a sour spirituous
liquor obtained from the aloe.

Of Puebla, the same.—Of Vera Cruz, its tobacco.
~—Of Oaxdica, its cochineal, silk, cotton, and sugar.
—It has also some good wines.—Of Valladolid, its
cattle and agriculture.—Of Zacatecas, its gold and
silver.—Of Querétero, its wheat.—Of San Luis
Potosi, its fruit.—Of Guardalaxara, its sugar and
mezcal (cactus).—Of Durango, its wool and silver.
—Of Chihuédhua, its horses, mules, and wool.—Of
Nuevo Mexico, itsfruits, wine, wool and buffalo-skins.

Texas and Coajuila 'promise to become an agrl-
cultural state.

Sonora and Sinaloa are famous for wheat, cattle,
gold, and copper ; ‘

California, for tallow, soap, hides, and fruit.

The climate of the republic is mnot generally
healthy, every part of it being subject to epidemic
diseases, which keep down the population. A com-
plaint of this sort has, I understand, prevailed for
the last two years in Sombreréte. Tertian and
quartan agues are very destructive in Chihuahua, as
well as in Oaxaca. Dysentery is very prevalent in
the valley of Leon. On the coasts of the Pacific,
the yellow fever, and on the coast of the Gulf of
Mexico, the cholera morbus, make their periodical
visits. Mexico is not therefore a country eligible for
settlers. In point of resources, it is much inferior to
the United States. | %

T believe that I have now said ‘every thing: ne-
cessary to be known' respecting this part of the
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he professes to be .acquainted, are clear and perspi-
cuous. He is a most entertaining companion, and
loves an argument to his heart’s content. As a man
of talent and literary acquirements, he is acknow-
ledged to be decidedly the most profound and ele-
gant in Mexico, by the ablest scholars among his
own countrymen. He is well read also in English
literature, and has a just idea of all the beauties of
our constitution, although he does not allow it to be
without some defects. In short, he is a most agree-
able, and, I believe, a most excellent man. His
daughters are very amiable : they have the talent
of their father, and are highly accomplished.

The family of Signor Pozo is very agreeable, and
one of his daughters is also highly accomplished.

There is an anecdote, which I would have insert-
ed in its proper place, but that it would have inter-
rupted the narrative. I will give it here: The
island of Sacrificios, within two leagues of the town
of Vera Cruz, is celebrated as having been, for a pe-
riod of at least twenty years, the residence of Tio
Antonio—the only name by which this singular per-
sonage was known. He was supposed to have been
a naval officer ; but his history has never come to
light. His occupation during the early part of the
day, was catching fish, which he used to dispose
of only to certain individuals in the town, where he
* 'was never known to remain longer than two hours
at one time. With part of the money arising from
the sale of his fish, he used to purchase clothing,
beans, and other necessaries. Whatever remained,



















































