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OF SIMPLE GUN-SHOT WOUNDS. 19

When the wound is caused by a piece of a shell, a flat-
tened and irregular-shaped ball, or other sharp-edged instru-
ment of destruction, it is very much of a mixed nature,
between contusion and laceration, and the entrance of the ball
is more indistinctly marked. This lacerated state is frequently
seen in wounds from pieces of shells, and portions of integu-
aents are often torn up, which may be laid down with ad-
vantage, and union fairly expected; and if this should not
take place immediately, it may in general be effected in a
short time afterwards, with little suppuration or loss of parts.

If there be but one opening to be seen, it is usual to
suppose the ball has lodged ; but this does not always follow,
although the finger may pass into the wound for some dis-
tance; and a want of knowledge of the possibility of such
an occurrence has often given rise to much unnecessary ex-
amination and anxiety. It sometimes happens in injuries of
the head, that the ball drives a piece of bone nearly of its own
size into the substance of the brain, although it does not
actually penetrate with it, but falls to the ground. A bal
will often be turned, as is well known, by a slight re-
sistance, which is not directly opposed to it; but if the re-
sistance be greater than the momentum, and offered by an
elastic body, the ball may retrace the passage it has made,
as, for instance, when opposed by the eartilages of the ribs, or
any strong tendon. An officer, at the battle of Toulouse,
received a slanting shot on the left side of the chest; the
ball entered, passed under the skin, injured the pectoral
muscle, but was stopped and ejected by the cartilages of the
ribs, before it reached the sternum. The finger could follow
the track, and the absence of all symptoms indicating lodg-
ment, or further injury, proved the e¢jectment of the ball.

After the battle of Waterloo my opinion was requested on .
the case of a very young officer of the rifle corps, who has
since entered the Church, who was struck, as was supposed,
by a canister-shot on the knee, which had lodged in the
head of the tibia, although it could not be felt. T examined
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