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Taes into the Wensum; and in his paper in the
fourth volume of the Archeologia, he pronounces
the existing castle of Norwich to be *“the very
tower which was erected about the time of King
Canute.”

WILEINS.

In the elaborate “ Essay towards the History of
the Venta Icenorum and of Norwich Castle,” by
the elder Mr. Wilkins, in the twelfth volume of
the Archeologia, he follows the authority of
Camden in supposing Caistor to be Venta, and
gives a very beautiful drawing of the tower over
the entrance of Norwich castle, which, still fol-
lowing the authority of Camden, he says, “I have
ventured to call Bygod’s Tower.” 'This was the
origin of a name which had no other foundation
than Camden’s story of the lions; and which the
late Mr. Wilkins, R.A., who added the new build-
ings in 1824, and most accurately examined the
castle, said, his father had been led into, by an
endeavour to reconcile, if possible, the tradition of
a restoration by one of the Bygods, with his own
conviction as to the period of its erection. - And
Mr. Wilkins the younger also wrote to me, that
the same principle obtained in all the castles of the
same @ra, “of outside stairs abutting against a
tower, which has an opening opposite, and com-
manding the approach, both from the gallery of
the tower and the roof of it.”
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Now Wailliam, on his return to Normandy in
1067, left the wardenship of the whole country to
the Sourm to his half-brother Odo, in whose di-
vision, it should appear, Winchester must have
lain ; and the description of the “ Gwenta” com-
mitted to William Fitzosbern, tallying in every
point with the position of Norwich, seems in every
way totally inapplicable to that of Winchester.

Taking therefore Norwich as the Gwenta, or
Venta, where William constructed his fortifica-
tions, or perhaps only greatly strengthened those
he found there, the next historical event we come
to, is the rebellion, in 1074, of Ralph Guader, Earl
of Norfolk, Waltheof, Earl of Northumberland,
Huntingdon and Northampton, and Roger, Earl of
Hereford, the son of William Fitzosbern, who had
been killed in the wars of Flanders in 1070, which
was planned in the Castle of Norwich, at the mar-
riage of Ralph Guader with Emma the daughter
of William Fitzosbern, and sister of Roger, Earl of
Hereford. And we then find the Castle so strong
that it could not be taken by the king’s forces,—
that Ralph Guader escaped by sea to his castle of
Guader in Brittany,—and that the countess and
her garrison were at last only driven to capitulate
by famine, under a safe conduct for her and her
adherents.

On the return of William from Normandy, he
imprisoned Earl Roger, who died in captivity ;
and also committed Waltheof and his wife Judith,
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enumerates as having been built by William Rufus.
And as the works must have been much damaged
by the preceding sieges, it appears most likely that
the ‘present Keep, of the same stone and of the
same style of architecture with the Cathedral, was
built by him, and then received its Norman name
of Blanchefleur. (X. Seriptores, p. 2373.)

Taking, then, Norwich for the Venta Icenorum
of the Romans,—called Caer-Guntum by the Bri-
tish, and Northwic by the Saxons and Danes,—
you find the capital of the Iceni founded on the
shoulder of the promontory overlooking the Wen-
sum, towards the great wstuary, which formed a
natural stronghold for successive races of inhabi-
tants. Whilst the Romans, fixing their permanent
camp at Caistor on the Taes, where that river
joined the estuary into which the Wensum, the
Taes, and the Yare all discharged themselves,
would command the passage into the interior of
the country—and taking Caistor for the “ Ad
Taum,” you will find the distances sufficiently to
agree with the Roman itineraries.

The camp at Caistor contains an area of about
thirty-five acres, and the Roman station at Taes-
borough, on another promontory higher up upon
the stream, has an area of about twenty-four
acres.

The great inundations which altered the form
of the coast, appear to have taken place in the
centuries preceding and immediately following the
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Conquest : there appear no historical data as to
the progress of the silting up of the rivers.

The almost entire destruction of all documents
relating to the kingdom of the East Angles, pro-
bably through the irruptions of the Danes, leaves
us less acquainted with this than with any other
kingdom of the Saxon heptarchy.

But taking Norwich for the Venta, the capital
of the Iceni, you get an indication of a continuous
story, which, true or false, brings together most of
the various traditions.

You have the castle founded by Gurgunt, the
grandson of Malmutius Dunwallo, who is said to
have died in the year 336 before the Christian era.
You find Boadicea issuing from the capital of the
Iceni, slaughtering 70,000 of the Romans and
their allies, and overrunning the whole country,
till she was finally vanquished, on her march
against the other “ Venta,” Winchester.

Norwich is stated to have been the residence of
Uffa, A.p. 575,—Anna, King of the East Angles,
to have had the Castle in 642,—lands granted to
the monastery of Ely by Etheldreda, the widow of
Tombert, held by service of Castle-guard of the
Castle of Norwich, about 677,—the Castle repaired
by Alfred, and granted by him to Guntrum,—
destroyed by Swain in 1004, and rebuilt by Canute
in 1017,—which brings you to the fortifications of
William the Conqueror, and the probable construc-
tion of the present Keep by William Rufus.












