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NOTES ON CUBA. 5l

the bust of a man sculptured on it in basso-relievo.
This is the image of Christopher Columbus, and
closes the opening to his tomb ; the ashes of the great
discoverer of the new world being there preserved
in a silver urn, enclosed in a leaden chest. History
informs us, that, by his will, they were conveyed
from the Carthusian Convent in Seville, where they
had been deposited, to St. Domingo ; and with the
chains with which he had been loaded by his ungrate-
ful sovereigns, were deposited in the Cathedral of
that metropolis. When that island was ceded to
France, at the request of the Spaniards they were
delivered to them ; and in 1796, one hundred and
three years after they had been placed there, they were
brought to Havana, in the ship San Lorenzo, com-
manded by Don Tomas Ugarte.*

The Spanish account, published at the time in
Havana, and which is now out of print and very
rare, describes the ceremonies attendant on their
reception as having been conducted with much
pomp. On the arrival of the vessel, the whole popu-
lation of the city came forth to receive them; and
the ecclesiastical, civil, and military bodies vied with
each other in rendering honor to them. On the
morning of the 19th of January, at nine o’clock, three
lines of barges aud boats from the vessels of war,
dressed with mourning, were seen approaching the
Mole. One, occupying the centre, bore a coffin,
covered with black velvet, ornamented with fringes
and flakes of gold, and guarded by a company of
marines. It was brought on shore by the captains of
the vessels, and received by the city authorities.

* Columbus died in Valadolid, in 1506 ; his remains were translated
to Seville in 1513, to which place those of his son, Don Diego, who died
in Montalvan, in 1526, were also carried. In 1536 the remains of hoth
father and son were sent to St. Domingo ; and both were, very probably,
transported in the same chest, to their present resting-place. e Mem.
de la Soc. Econom. Vol. 4th, page 362.




















































































































































































NOTES ON CUBA. 111

1t contains one church, (the foundation of which
was coeval with that of the city,) which is now
nearly completed, and another recently erected in
Pueblo Nuevo; a large and excellent hospital ;
extensive barracks garrisoned by a regiment of Span-
ish soldiers ; a theatre; and a cock-pit, like every
other town in Cuba ; and — for the benefit of my
countrywomen I mention it—a solitary mantua-
maker and milliner’s establishment. Its public li-
brary, which in 1835 contained 695 volumes, now
possesses over one thousand, and reports made on
it state the gratifying fact that it was daily more
resorted to. In 1827 an adjunct society to the
Sociedad E conéomica of Havana was established here,
and now numbers nearly one hundred resident mem-
bers ; it 1s divided into two principal sections, one
on Eduecation, the other on Industry and Commerce,
the labors of which have been highly instrumental
in sustaining their respective objects. The juris-
diction of Matanzas in 1835 contained 4460 chil-
dren of both sexes, of whom only 815 received a
primary education, and of these but 360 in publie
free schools ; the whole number of schools amounted
to 16. The recent reports of its section on education
have, however, given a more favorable view of this
subject ; although it must be confessed, that learn-
ing is here, even now, at a lower state than in
almost any other civilized country. '

The houses of Matanzas are mostly of stone,
built like those of Havana in a very durable man-
ner, with their windows as strongly barricadoed
with iron bars. But the number constructed of
wood, the English one continually hears along the
bay-street, and the general cleanliness of the town,
give to it somewhat of a home-air. It wants the
bustle of Havana, nor has it as many sources of
amusements ; but to many its very quiet forms an
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gregate and indulge in their national dances, for the
different tribes introduced here from Africa retain
all their custom and habits.

One could almost fancy himself in their native
land, while gazing on their pastimes; the dance
especially is quite unique. To the music of two
or three rude drums, formed by stretching an un-
tanned cow-hide over the extremity of a hollow
trunk of a tree, the crowd of men and women,
gaudily dressed, keep time with their hands. Pres-
ently a woman advances, and commencing a slow
dance, made up of a shuffling of the feet and vari-
ous contortions of the body, thus challenges a rival
from among the men. One of these, bolder than
the rest, after awhile steps out, and the two then
strive which shall first tire the other ; the woman
performing many feats which the man attempts to
rival, often excelling them, amid the shouts of the
rest. A woman will sometimes drive two or three
successive beaux from the ring, yielding her place
at length to some impatient belle, who has been
meanwhile looking on with envy at her success.
Sometimes a sturdy fellow will keep the field for a
long time, and one after another of the other sex
will advance to the contest only to be defeated ;
each one, as she retires, being greeted by the
laughter of the spectators. The whele time a low
song 1s sung by the crowd, as monotonous as the
music of the drums, and composed of the repetition
of four or five words uttered in a more or less ani-
mated tone, as the action of the dancers increase or
diminish in quickness. These balls are all under
the protection of the civil authorities, who permit
them to take place only on Sundays and other relig-
ious holidays ; they are never frequented by even
the lower classes of whites, and good order gener-

ally prevails among their sable performers. Over
10%
















































NOTES ON CUBA. 129

have been called houses. Two of the latter were
posadas, each of which had a bakery, billiard-tables,
and a cock-pit, with a shed in front of its tiénda,
for the shelter of travellers’ horses. The owner of
one was the village postmaster, but his rival had
made the law his study, and all his customers were
at liberty to draw on his legal knowledge without
fees. Thus their merits were pretty equally bal-
anced, and the villagers were as equally divided into
partisans for one or the other establishment. Apart
from these was the small shop of the apothecary,
who in figure might well have served for the model
of his predecessor, who figured in the loves of Ro-
meo and Juliet. With all his famished, poverty-
stricken look, he maintained a high opinion of pro-
fessional etiquette, and would not receive pay for
medicines, which he could learn I had purchased for
my own use.

The Captain’s dwelling was distinguished from
the rest by a set of stocks, the only means of con-
fining culprits the place possessed ; where prisoners,
for whatever crime arrested, were fastened by one
leg, and allowed to roll on the mud-floor, if they
could not afford the luxury of a blanket to lie on.
These petty judges are, with very few exceptions,
all from Spain, a creole being scarcely ever intrust-
ed with the office; and being without salaries, like
so many vultures, they prey upon the unprotect-
ed within their jurisdiction. Nor are the rich with-
out the pale of their power, and those who have
not influence with the heads of the island govern-
ment, are sometimes largely fleeced by them on
most frivolous pretexts. The one who had been so
instrumental in ridding the partido of robbers, the
last summer, was, in consequence of his services,
promoted to a more lucrative office; and another
appointed in his place, whose chief boast was the





























































































160 NOTES ON CUBA.

close by for his fowls, which, however, often roost
on the trees or in his own hut. Inthe background
is his patech of plantains, on which he depends all
the year round for his daily bread, and which, from
its self-propagating power, is the very plant for an
indolent farmer. People this spot with a half dozen
naked children, whose skins seem to have been
long unacquainted with water; a slovenly-dressed
woman, and a man 1n pantaloons and shirt, with a
sword lashed to his side, and spurs to his cow-skin
shoes, and you have a faithful picture of the mass
of Cubean peasants and their homes. ~

Yet from this man you will receive naught but
the most courteous treatment, if you take shelter
under his roof from an impending shower, or draw
in any way on his hospitality. There is also a
grace in his manners, wanting even in the French
peasant, for it seems to arise from a feeling in him
that he i1s your equal. I have frequently seen one
of the lowest class of monteros enter the presence
of his employer, without evincing in his bearing
anything of the awkward bashfulness and obsequi-
ousness of the English peasant. He gracefully
saluted the company on entering the house, con-
versed without restraint on his business, bidding
them adios on leaving, with the same ease that one
of the family would have done.

His politeness never deserts him. I have often
lingered about the door of a country tavern, and
been amused at the compliments freely bandied
from one to another. It would be an unpardonable
breach of good manners in a Creole to eat his meal,
or drink his Catalan wine, without first offering
them to each one about him. It 1s true, that itis
not expected that they will be accepted, but some-
times the temptation is too strong for an old tippler,
and the thirsty traveller, who perhaps has not money













































NOTES ON CUBA. 175

dressed in a single, short frock of linen cambric,
of so fine a texture, that it resembled muslin, and
served to screen the poor infant from the bleak
wind. Its father, to whom I was introduced, told
me that it had long been in feeble health, but was
now improving ; but I could not help contrasting its
shivering, emaciated frame, plainly visible through
its dress, with the healthy, comfortable appearance
of an American child, that lay in its nurse’s arms
close by, well and warmly clad. The custom of
only half-clothing children among the higher class-
es, and of not clothing them at all among the lower
people, is very common in Cuba; asto the blacks
on plantations, even the adults are not unfrequently
not much more clad than their brethren in Africa.
The “human form divine,”” whatever effect its
imitations on canvass and marble may produce on
the senses, as seen in Cuba is at first most repul-
sive ; but one becomes at length accustomed to
the sight.

Our course lay, the whole sixty-six miles to Ha-
vana, close along the cliffs of the shore, which oc-
casionally presented a small river and town, always
guarded by a fortress, over which the richly-colored
flag of Spain was gaily fluttering. Numerous
schooners, ladened with the produce of the island,
were also seen coasting ; while sea-ward, many a
square-rigged vessel was ploughing its way on the
great thoroughfare of the New World, the gulf-
stream. When near Havana our passports were
demanded by the captain, which, on our arrival in
port, were delivered to the boarding-officer, who,
seated at a table, called up each person to receive
his. On landing, our baggage was not searched by
the custom-house officers, who, however, require
every trunk to be opened on embarking at Havana,
even for a coasting voyage.
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cruel sport was passed, and the large, octagonal,
wooden amphitheatre seemed, by its decayed con-
dition, to picture the declining taste. The keeper
of a neighboring posada informed me, that not more
than three or four exhibitions took place in the
course of the year,and that they could not be com-
pared to similar ones in Spain. The horses were
too weak to support their riders, and fell an easy
prey to the bull, and the latter was too tame to
endanger the life of the man ; so that, he said, it
was not worth a visit. 'The theatre, too, was fast
falling to decay, and with its rough and blackened
weather-boards presented an ancient appearance ;
while the open doors and windows served only as
entrances to the bat and owl to cling and roost amid
its galleries. 'The streets also wore a deserted look,
and the houses were all of a single story and mean-
looking ; while several on the outskirts of the town
were roofless and half demolished. The palmy
days of Regla had ceased with the destruction of
its chief supporters, the pirates, who with smug-
glers and slavers made this town their resort, and
there held their carousals.

It contains at present 6755 inhabitants, and is
chiefly concerned in the exportation of molasses,
which is here kept in large tanks. It has a foundry
managed by engineers mostly from the United
States, and a ship yard for the repair of small ves-
sels. There is also a navigation school in the city,
with a preceptor and two aids, in which the primary
letters are taught by the system of Bell and Lan-
caster ; and where also sixty poor girls from its pop-
ulation receive the rudiments of education from a
preceptress. 'The institution was first established
in 1812, but although it has received the notice of
many in power, still struggles for existence. As I
strolled through its almost deserted streets, where
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not many years before it would have been danger-
ous to have walked, I passed a large school-room,
the wide door and window of which, opening to
the street, exposed the interior to the passer-by. It
was well filled by young ladies, who had assem-
bled for a public examination before their teachers
and friends ; the latter occupying seats elevated on
a platform, that afforded them a view of the whole
room. ‘There was much whispering and secret con-
ferences among the scholars, and the scene was so
animated, that I lingered awhile at the door to gaze
on them. Indeed, there is nothing more interesting
than a group of young, innocent girls, just bursting
into womanhood, with all their freshness of thought,
and feelings tinctured with couleur de rose, in their
happy ignorance of the world they are about to
enter. There were several very beautiful among
them, with those drooping lids, so highly esteemed
by connoisseurs in Spanish beauty, which give to
the eye an almond-shape, to which the name of
ojos de Moros, Moorish eyes, is applied ; and 1 know
not how long I might have stopped, had I not been
admonished to depart by an old soldier on guard.
I pretended not to understand his Spanish, but
there was no mistake in his pantomime, and I pur-
sued my way towards the church.

This building, of a modern structure, and painted
blue, is one of the objects that most particularly
catches the eye of the traveller as he enters the
harbor. The interior contained a pretty altar, two
oil paintings, a few images, and a couple of glass
cases filled with small silver offerings of hearts,
anchors, images, etc. For, be it remembered,
Our Lady of Regla, the image of which at times
perspires miraculously from her forehead, is the
especial patroness of seamen and boatmen. AsI
sat on one of the benches, and mused on the proba-
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for hiding-places for the robbers that formerly
infested this road ; which has since been complete-
ly rid of them by the mounted guards, that now
nightly patrol it between that city and Guanabacoa.
I met many volantes and horsemen hurrying to the
ferry ; and as mine ascended the hills several beau-
tiful views were obtained of a long, wide valley, and
of the harbor and shipping. A few straggling
houses now appeared, some closed and deserted,
others threatening to fall about the ears of their sal-
low inmates ; the whole presenting a most forbid-
ding aspect of poverty and desolation. And these
were the suburbs of the favorite summer retreat of
the luxurious Habaneros, where they sought refuge
from the mud and heat of their crowded city, and
persuaded themselves that they were enjoying a
ecountry life. In a few moments the galloping
horses carried me to the Plaza in the centre of the
eity, and I proceeded to explore it on foot.
Guanabacoa is one of the oldest towns in Cuba,
having first been a settlement of Indians, of whom,
in 1533, according to a letter of Manuel de Rojas,
it contained 300, without including the children and
the aged. When Havana was invaded by the
French, in 1555, it was already so considerable, that
the government of that city was removed here.
The first inhabitants, however, resided on the loma
de Indio, now called the Ermitano, adjoining Tarra-
co ; celebrated for having been the residence of him
who preserved the celebrated image of Jesus Naza-
rino del Potosi, which, after the death of its pre-
server, was kept in the hermitage of that name, and
to this day performs many miracles. Supplicatory
devotions made to it by the husbandmen for rain,
during long droughts, always bring down copious
showers ; the origin of the image itself is so miracu-
lous, that I dare not further test the credulity of the
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dyke’s ; with mustaches, a peaked beard from the
chin, and ruffles around the neck, so thick that the
head held stiffly erect, seemed supported by them.
There was an expression of goodness in the counten-
ance, not always seen in those of the founders of
hospitals and churches, and it was, moreover, blended -
with one of discernment, if the rules of Lavater be
correct., He had, in 1681, appropriated a large
amount in jewels and other valuables towards the
erection of the building, which was farther has-
tened through the exertions of the Marquis de Casa
Torres, and by a tax of $18,000 collected by the
governor Don Dionesio Martinez. On stepping into
my volante, I left a small donation in what re-
mained of the hand of my cicerone, and made one
of his cronies, who gazed wishfully at it, superla-
tively happy, by tossing at him a single medio, for
which he returned a hearty benediction.

The military hospital, which has lately been es-
tablished in what was formerly the Royal Factory
of tobacco, is one of the finest in the world, both
in regard to size and the neatness of its arrange-
ments. 'The immense building is quadrangular,
enclosing several separate squares, and presenting
without the appearance of a large fortress; so mas-
sive and high are its walls, and so well secured all
its inlets. It was here that all the cigars of Cuba
were made, and its tobacco packed for exportation,
when the trade in that article was monopolized by
a chartered company under the government. It
grew out of several royal establishments that ex-
isted as early as in 1727, and may be said to have
been founded in 1740. Its capital was one million
dollars, and in less than fourteen years the property
owned by the establishment amounted to fourteen
millions ; while so great was the number of men
employed in manufacturing the tobacco, preparing
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There he cured them, administering with great be-

nevolence all the aid he could, to which end he
applied the alms he received ; and was at the same
time their cook, their nurse, and their almoner.

Thus did this singular man spend the remainder of

his life, which terminated on the 17th May, 1589,
without informing any one who he was, or whence
he came, on which subjects he ever preserved an
obstinate silence. 'The account of his life is found
in both Valdes’ and Arrate’s histories of Cuba, but
the latter fixes the period of his death in 17?83—-
so much do historians differ.

Of the four hospitals established by these relig-
ious orders, San Juan de Dios is the most ancient,
having been founded by three brothers, hospitaliers

from Cadiz, in 1603. During the 17th century,

according to its tables, it had one hundred beds,
and 800 sick persons were annually cured in it;
but as the commerce and population of the eity
increased, it is probable that the number was great-
ly augmented; the order consisted of thirty
brothers.

The hospital San Francisco de Paula, dedicated
to the reception of women, is the next most ancient,
having been founded in 1665 by Don Nicolas
Estébes Borges, a native of Havana, and dean of

the church of Cuba. In 1730 it was destroyed by'

a hurricane, and one rebuilt in 1745.

The Cnn?alecenma de Nostra Senora de Belen,

owed its foundation to Senor Evelino, and was built
to shelter those who had been cured in other hospi-

tals, and protect them from the vicissitudes of the

weather and improper diet during their convales-
cence. It maintained also a free school of 500 boys,
300 of whom were taught writing and two hundred

reading, and all were instructed in the articles of

the holy faith. Many of these scholars were so
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exports for the same year amounted to $52,716,397,
paying $2,758,340, including the tonnage duty on
vessels, leaving the port ; the tonnage duty on those
that entered those two years was $1,036,341.

Let us now examine our particular commercial re-
lations with Cuba. During the years 1840, 1841,
and 1842, we exported to Cuba, articles valued at
$18,166,428, of which $15,464,108 were for our
domestic produce ; add to these our exports to Porto
Rico, which would share whatever fate befel Cuba,
and the amount total to our exports would be
$20,582,385. Our imports during those three
years, amonnted to $34,202,347 from Cuba, and
$8,201,301 from Porto Rico; in all, $42,403,648.

From the Balanza Mercantil, already largely quo-
ted, I have calculated the value of a few of the
articles exported by us to Cuba. They were for
1841, as follows. Lumber, $1,345,379; Rice,
$896,777 ; Lard, $714,653 ; Meats, $204,744 ; Fish
and whale-oil, $364,158; Tobacco, 115,801 Ibs. ;
valued at $20,844. 'The whole amount of the ex-
portations of the United States for 1841, amounted
to 121 million dollars, and Cuba, with her one million
inhabitants, consumed six million dollars of that
sum, one fourth of the value of all theirimportations
for that year. 'The island can support ten times its
present population, and, even now, with a more
equitable commercial treaty, our exportations to it
would be greatly increased. .

But there is another light in which the relations
of Cuba to the United States should be regarded, as
a nursery for our seamen. It is chiefly in the coast-
ing trade that the landsman is first tempted to try
his fortune on the sea, and a voyage to the West
Indies, requiring so much vigilance to guide the
vessel safely to the destined harbor, forms an excel-
lent school for seamen. Besides the support given
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will long retain this her brightest colonial jewel.
With all his burthens the Creole is, however, free
from the revolutions that drink up the life blood of
Spain. Whatever befalls the mother country, he
knows that his position will be the same ; for his
form of government is not affected by the new
masters sent out to fatten on his labor. But little
sympathy is felt for the Captain-General, and the
new incumbent is welcomed with the same com-
pliments with which his predecessor was greeted ;
he retains his office until his successor assumes the
reins, and the wheels of government never stop.

No work on Cuba, how limited soever may be its
pretensions, would be complete without a review of
her system of slavery. 'The first people enslaved
by the Spaniards on the island were the aborigines ;
but these were soon so much thinned by over-labor,
that the race was in danger of becoming at once
exterminated. It was to supply their place that, in
1523, three hundred negroes were imported from
Africa to till the soil and work in the rich copper
mines, and those of gold, that were then eagerly
sought after. ‘ Thus,” exclaims the pious Arrati,
‘““began that gathering of an infinite number of
gentiles to the bosom of our holy religion, who
would otherwise have perished in the darkness of
paganism.” Would that the laws of Spain on the
subject of the religious instruction of slaves, than
which none could be more liberal, had been en-
forced ; and his countrymen had performed faith-
fully those duties incumbent on every Christian
slave-owner, who, like the head of a family, is ac-
countable for the moral instruction of those under
him.

“Tt is impossible,” the same historian continues,
“ to compute how much the purchase of slaves has

cost theisland, but the royal company, who were per-
22









256 NOTES ON CUBA.

ishment of the whip is applied to the delinquent
lying on his face, and when he was ordered to
place himself in that position, the other seven lay
down with him, and insisted on being also pun-
ished. Their request, however, was not granted,
but they were told that if at any time they required
it, punishment would be inflicted. Icuntmua the
narrativﬂ_ in the words of my friend, although I
cannot give his graphic description of the scene
that ensued. ¢ The boy was punished,” he said,
* before breakfast, and I had not been long seated
to that meal, when the contra-mayoral (a negro
overseer) came to the door, and advised me to go
to the negroes, for they were greatly excited, and
were singing and dancing. [ immediately seized
my pistols, and getting on my horse rode with him
to the spot. The eight negroes, each one with a
rope tied around his neck, on seeing us, scattered
in different directions in search of trees on which
to hang themselves. Assisted by the other slaves
we made all haste to seecure them, but two succeeded
in killing themselves ; the rest, having been ecut
down before life was extinct, recovered. The cap-
tain of partido was summoned to hold his inquest
over the dead bodies, which he examined minutely
to see if any marks of the whip could be discov-
ered, but fortunately for me there was not a single
one, or I should have had to pay a heavy bill.

‘““ The rest refused to work, and I asked the cap-
tain if I punished them, and they then committed sui-
cide, would I be chargeable with the result; he an-
swered that I certainly would be, if he found the
smallest sign of injury on their bodies. My neigh-
bors then offered each to take one home, but they
would not consent to be separated, and I was quite
at a loss what to do ; when I determined to run the
risk of the law, and punished all the six. They
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governed more by the fear of punishment than are
the slaves in our Southern States; but then the
Spaniard has a wild, untutored man to deal with,
while we have one greatly superior to his parent
stock in intelligence and morality. 1 de not think
they accomplish much more than our tasked slaves,
especially those on coffee estates, but they are work-
ed more constantly. The chief object in Cuba
seems to be never to let them remain idle; and I
have excited the astonishment of many a Creole,
by stating the quantity of leisure our slaves enjoy
after their daily tasks are over; they could not be-
lieve they would remain disciplined. Nor was
their astonishment lessened when I told them that
in my native State, South Carolina, some planters
paid missionaries to preach to their slaves, had
chapels erected on their estates, and sometimes ex-
horted them in the absence of clergymen.

The laws in Cuba regulating slavery are, hewu
ever, very liberal to the slave. Thus by
every owner is bound to instruct his slnvea; rim tha
principles of the Catholic religion, after the labor
of the day has been finished, to the end that they
may be baptized and partake of the sacrament. On
Sundays and feast-days they are not to be em-
ployed longer than two hours, for the necessary
labor of the estate, the feeding the animals, ete.,
except when the gathering of the crop admits of
no delay. They are required to have daily six or
eight plantains, or an equivalent in potatoes, yams,
yucas, or other edible roots, eight ounces of meat
or fish, and four ounces of rice or flour. The
quantity of clothes is also prescribed, and the treat-
ment of women who are enciente or nursing, with
respect to the amount of their labor, dlet, and
lodgings.

Except during the harvest Df the canes on augnr
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estates, when they may be employed sixteen hours
daily, they are not to be worked longer than nine or
ten hm and on Sundays and other h~'idays they
must be allowed to attend to their own gardens and
private occupations. Those only between sixteen
and sixty years can be employed in tasks, nor shall
any who are disabled by injuries or old age be
liberated, without granting them sufficient funds for
a permanent subsistence.

- Illicit intercourse shall {bel prohibited by their
owners, and matrimonial alliances encouraged ; nor
shall the slaves of different masters be forbid to
intermarry. When this takes place, and neither
master will sell his respective slave for a reasona-
ble price, that they might live together under one
roof, both slaves united in marriage shall be sold to
a third person. Owners who maltreat their slaves
shall be compelled by a magistrate to sell them, and
if a slave desire to buy his freedom, he shall obtain
it for the actual valuation decided by arbitration.
By paying not less than fifty dollars of his value
he may purchase a smaller or larger portion of his
liberty ; and if sold to another owner, that sum
must be deducted from his purchase-money, so that
he may accomplish his liberation whenever the
balance of his first valuation shall have been paid.
T'hree arbiters are chosen to decide the value of a
slave ; one by the master, and two by the Sindico
Procurador general.
~ Liberty and fifty dollars shall be bestowed on
any slave who shall have given information re-
specting a conspiracy of his fellow-slaves or of
free persons; the purchase of his freedom and the
reward to be paid out of the public funds from
fines inflicted on slave-owners. No owner is al-
lowed to give more than twenty-five lashes to a
slave, and for offences calling for a severer punish-
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ment, the latter must be tried before a magistrate.
Criminal processes shall be instituted against those
who maim ar otherwise seriously injure their slaves,
whom they shall then, moreover, be compelled to
sell. Other penalties, in fines of twenty to two
hundred dollars, shall be inflicted on the owners
who disobey the laws relating to slavery.

No slave shall leave the estate of his master with
arms, unless accompanied by the latter, when he
may carry his machete, nor when alone, without a
license. At night they shall all be enclosed within
the boheas, the general gate of which shall be
secured by a lock ; and the two guards placed to
watch at night, shall inform the mayoral of any
disturbance among them. After nine o’clock they
must all retire to their rooms, and only on Sundays
and feast-days shall they be permitied to play on
their drums, or indulge in their national dances and
other amusements.

The local laws of Cuba, from which the
ding has been condensed, also oblige the public
officers of justice to attend personally to the ob-
servance of these regulations, holding them respon-
sible for all omissions of duty. But this article
caused so much dissatisfaction to the planters, that
the Captain-General, Valdes, issued a circular absolv-
ing them from this duty, and limited their obli-
gations to the hearing complaints made before
them.

These laws are not all observed, but so many
are, that the slave in Cuba is in some respects bet-
ter off than the European peasant. With respect
to the religious and moral government of them,
baptism and burial in consecrated ground are alone
enforced. On a few Spanish estates prayers are
repeated to them before going to work in the morn-
ing, and before retiring to their dormitories; but
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no attention is paid to the matrimonial compact,
some being polygamists, and others making mutual
exchanges of their wives when tired of them. In
the country the slaves do not often compel their
masters to sell them to other owners more to
their liking, but this not unfrequently is done in
cities ; and both on plantations and in towns many
annually purchase their freedom against the will of
their owners.

- The Creoles have an excellent custom respecting
a runaway slave. The delinquent gives himself
up to a neighbor of his master, who becomes his
padrino, and intercedes for him. Unless his offence
is very grievous he is forgiven,-and returns to his
work unpunished. On an adjoining sugar estate,
through the negligence of the gunards at night,
several hogs were stolen. The four negroes on
duty discovered the loss, and to avoid the punish-
ment of their carelessness ran away. The owner
was very vexed at this double crime, and threat-
ened condign punishment on all four, but he was
outwitted by his absconded slaves. Daily was one
presented to him by the physician of the estate,
Dr. H., a kind-hearted Yankee, who acted as their
padrino ; and three, through his intercessions, were
pardoned. But the fourth remained in the woods
several weeks, and on him the owner declared all
the merited punishment should fall. At length one
morning he saw him trotting by the horse of the
doctor, who had once more been applied to as
padrino. “ You need not intercede for him,” he
exclaimed when he approached, ¢ you well know
that I have determined to punish him, and that he
richly deserves it.”” The doctor made no reply, but
dismounting from his horse, fell on his knees with
mock humility before the master, and implored the
pardon of his slave. It was too much for the grav-
ity of the Spaniard, and the prayer was granted.
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Of these, one white man and nine negroes commit-
ted suicide, two negroes were accidently drowned,
and one of the free blacks was murdered by his
own slave. This would reduce the mortality by
sickness, among the whites, to 41, and among the
slaves to 156. 1 could not ascertain the exact pop-
ulation of the curacy, the dead of which were
buried in the cemetery of Limonar; but that of
the partido Guamacaro, in which it is sitvated, is
1196 whites, and 11,813 slaves. By this it will be
seen that the relative mortality of the whites was
more than twice as great as that of the slave popu-
lation, completely refuting the absurd tales told of
the numbers of the latter killed by over-labor.

Although myself a native of a slave-holding
State, my early education was received in a foreign
land, where I imbibed prejudices against the insti-
tution of slavery, that have only been removed by
a long observance of the habits of the negro, for
which the practice of my profession gave me ample
means. Compared with the manufacturing and
mining classes of England, they labor less, and so
far as physical enjoyment goes, are better off. I
speak of those in Cuba ; those in the United States
are the happiest and best governed peasantry in the
world. Let any one compare the crowds of cheerful
black laborers on the quay of Havana, and even
those of the much belied sugar-plantation,— their
robust forms, their sleek, well filled skins, and
active habits,—nay, also their government and the
punishment of the lash, and the stocks and the
chain of the inveterate runaway; — let any un-
prejudiced person compare the Cuba slave with the
African slave, and he will acknowledge that his
state has been much bettered by his transportation
across the Atlantic,

Slavery as it exists among the tribes of Africa, is
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truly surrounded with horrors. The bondman there
works while he has vigor, and when sick, or old
and helpless, is left to perish with famine; his life
also is at the merey of his black master. Such, at
least, are the accounts of the Africans brought to
America. In Cuba he has a comfortable dwelling,
clothes, and an ample supply of nutritious food.
When sick he has a doctor and a nurse, and when
disabled by old age or other infirmities he is sup-
ported by his master. If he will not labor, or com-
mits a robbery on the property of his master or
fellow-slaves, he is not, like the English vagrant,
cast into a prison, or, like the English thief, torn
from wife and children, sent to colonize a distant
land, to toil for a length of years under a govern-
ment task-master, who has no interest in his tem-
poral welfare. For crimes that in England would
be punished by transportation or deagh, the negro
slave in Cuba receives a flogging, which, moreover,
is only a corporeal punishment, and does not pro-
duce that abasement of mind that it does in the
white man. It does not lower him in the estima-
tion of his class, and it is well known that a just
and strict disciplinarian is always more respected
than an owner who permits his slaves to impose
on him.

Again, compare the slaves of our Southern States
with those in Cuba, and witness the effects of the
judicious and moral treatment in the former; a
rapid increase in population, and a greater degree
of order than is seen even among the lower classes
of Europe. Then turn our eyes to Jamaica, where
the English government is authorizing the importa-
tion of laborers from Africa, so that by their num-
ber her free negro subjects may be starved into
industrious habits and low wages. The slaves of
St. Domingo, under their F'rench masters, enjoyed a
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happy state; many were instructed, and it was
customary, as it is now in some places in Cuba, to
free the woman who had six live children. Compare
the produce of that island while it was in a state of
slavery, with what it is now, and see the black popu-
lation jealous of the mulatto for having, by superior
intelligence, monopolized all the higher offices of gov-
ernment. The negro has but little inherent powers
of self-improvement ; it is chiefly by imitation and
by contact with the white man that the American
slave so far transcends his African stock in intelli-
gence ; and the fate of Hayti tells plainly what
would be his state if again set free, and placed
under governors of his own color.

In the present state of Cuba none but the indus-
trious negroes obtain their freedom, and they are
then protected in their privileges better than the
same class is in our Northern States. But what
would be the effect if the whole slave population
of Cuba were suddenly emancipated. KEven if all
the whites were expelled from the island, they
would be constantly embroiled in intestine wars.
The jealousy of the several tribes is too great to
admit of concord among them, and the mulatto
with the white blood in his veins, and his superior
intelligence, would never submit to black rulers.
Our southern seas would swarm with pirates ; and
the final effect would be the subjugation of the
1sland, and the white man would again become the
master of the negro.

The present policy of England is evidently to
form around our southern shores a cordon of free
negroes; her refusal to acknowledge the indepen-
dence of Texas, while a slave-holding country,
and her repeated attempts to abolish slavery in
Cuba, and, as many believe, to take possession of

‘that island, prove these to be her intentions. She
23
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coasting freight on their crops to those two cities,
from which the produce is shipped to fﬂmign
ports.

The city has now quite a thriving W
contains several fine stores, and a population of
1828 inhabitants. Although built on a swamp,
from which all the mangroves have been removed,
exposing the salt mud to the powerful rays of the
sun, it has as yet remained comparatively healthy,
for the high tides still overflow the swamp. The
long trains of cars entering it from the railroad, and
the many schooners anchored in the bay, give it a
lively appearance ; and, indeed, during the shipment
of the crop, the ]arge warehouses can
contain all the produce that then rapidly accumulates
in the place. It does not yet boast a church, but a
room has been appropriated for the celebration  of
mass, and the usual gallows-shape frame, with the
three bells erected before it, without which it
seems a congregation cannot be collected in Cuba.
The inhabitants have also commenced building a
custom-house, as an ‘evidence of their readiness to
pay its dues when the government will let them, a
tone of feeling quite different from that maintained
by the first settlers, who carried on a brisk smuggling
trade with the pirates. This place was one of the
favorite lurking spots of those miscreants, and many
a noble craft has been run ashore on the reefs off
the bay, and taken possession of as a wreck ; and
the cargo brought on shore, while no one asked
about the fate of the missing erew. The goods
were then sent on pack-horses to Matanzas, and sold
there by its merchants, or were carried into the
interior to supply the country tiendas.

The railroad to Bemba is well worthy the atten-
tion of the stranger, and a ride on it will afford him
a fine view of the neighboring country. The man-
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grove islands in the bay are also interesting, and
from those which have a beach, fine shells may be
obtained ; it is also about this bay that the flamingo
is found, and herds of them may often be seen
wading in the shallow waters, and fishing. There
are also several petroleum springs among the keys,
and large cakes of the hardened mineral tar are fre-
quently brought to the city. These springs were
known to de Oviedo, and seem, by the account he
gave of them, to have greatly excited his curiosity.
On some keys, there are natural salt-ponds, separated
from the sea by banks, over which the waves flow
during a norther, and fill the reservoirs. The
water quickly evaporates under the heat of the trop-
ical sun, and deposites thick incrustations of salt.
They belong to the government, and are guarded by
soldiers; individuals are, however, permitted to col-
lect the salt, on paying a certain toll to the superin-
tendent. Several subterranean streams open into
the bottom of the bay, and one may be seen close
by one of the wharves; the constant rush of the
fresh through the salt water producing, on the sur-
face of the latter, the usual boiling appearance of a
strong spring.

The neighborhood of Cardenas contains several
sugar and coffee estates, owned by Americans and
other foreigners, by the society they afford to the
stranger, rendering a residence at Mrs. Lawrence’s
boarding-house quite pleasant. During the winter
the city is much enlivened by balls, which persons
from the country for several miles around frequent,
and now and then a strolling band of actors erects a
temporary theatre in its swamp.

On my present visit I found the good people of
the city still under considerable excitement from a
late insurrection among the slaves near Bemba, in
which all the negroes of the railroad had partici-
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pated. Each man had a tale of prowess to relate of
himself or his friend, and the only wounded white
person, a drunken Irishman, who had charged singly
into a crowd of the insurgents, was still an object
of interest to the citizens, although only one, and
he a foreigner, gave him a shelter and food.

The insurrection, like all others in slave-holding
countries, was quite local, and confined chiefly to a
single tribe of negroes, the Lucomees or Ashantees.
They rose to the number of a thousand, on six or
seven sugar estates, and after killing three white
men, and several negroes, who defended their
masters, they flocked to a tienda to hold their
caucus, and determine on further proceedings. In
the mean time, about forty monteros, armed with
swords and guns, assembled, and charging on the
mob, drove them into the woods, where the horse-
men could not follow them, but where they kept
them in check, until they were reinforced by about
four hundred additional whites. 'The battle now
commenced in earnest, but was soon won, for the
fighting was only on one side. The negroes broke
and scattered through the woods, many of them in
their despair hanging themselves by the wvines,
growing here in great numbers on the trees. So
resolute, indeed, were they in destroying themselves,
that standing under the branches, to which the
vines clung, they twisted them around their necks,
and then, raising their feet from the ground, suffo-
cated themselves; on a single tree more than
twenty were found thus suspended. The whole
affair was crushed before the regular troops arrived
from Matanzas, but the carnage still continued, and
to prevent a farther destruction of life, the authori-
ties offered a quarter doubloon for every negro pris-
oner. The official return reported about 150
killed, but it is believed that fully twice that num-
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ber were massacred ; the owners of the dead slaves
concealing the number on account of the legal
expenses, attendant on the investigation of the
affair, being in proportion to the negroes killed.

At first there was great fear manifested by the
women and children of the monteros in the vicinity
of the outbreak, but as soon as the former were
removed to a place of safety, the men collected
and at once put down the insurrection. During a
visit I had paid to the district, while the insurgents
were yet in great force, even the ladies of the
house where I staid exhibited no fear; and the
labor of the plantation, only five miles from those
destroyed, went on with the usual regularity. The
whole affair rose from the lax discipline of the
slaves, who were permitted to gamble at cock-pits,
and visit each other’s plantation. So badly were
they governed on one estate, that although they
had the previous year murdered their white over-
seer, the affair was hushed up through the influence
of the proprietor, and his reward was tije loss of
nearly a hundred of his slaves.

This insurrection was one of the most extensive
that had occurred on the island ; and when we con-
sider the number of the insurgents and their char-
acter, as the boldest of the African tribes imported,
compared to the few whites killed, and the prompt
manner in which it was stopped, no fear will be
entertained from similar attempts. In 1825 when
* fifteen estates rose, only 16 whites were killed, and
the affair terminated as quickly as this last one.
On both occasions the rising was not general;
many of the negroes ran into the woods to avoid
the insurgents, and returned to their labor when
the latter were defeated, and some even defended
their masters at the expense of their own lives.
Cuba has now nothing to fear from her slaves, what-
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the dry season, it remains devoid of all foliage
until the first rains in May, when it sprouts freely,
forming a beautiful, living hedge.

During the lax government of the island before
the great reformer of its morals, Tacon, held the
reigns, Altamisal was so much infested with rob-
bers, that the merchants combined, and after the
fashion of the Italians, selected the most notorious
of them, and placed him at the head of a troop of
armed men to scour the country and break up the
bandelleros. But our robber in his new ¢ ity
of a soldier of justice could not rid himself of old
habits, and he became a greater terror to the mon-
teros than when he was an outlaw. Wherever he
stopped he selected the best horses of the planter
for his men, and laid under tribute the sheep-cots
and pig-sties all over the country. He thus led a
right joyous life with his merry men, afterwards
became a sugar-planter, and settled in this micini.ty
where he lately died.

A few years age a family of Castillos mmmm&d
~several murders on the highways near this place
- and Cardenas, but they were all soon apprehended
by the police disguised like countrymen. The
chief was executed, and his head was sent to Ha-
vana and suspended in a cage by the road, and the
rest were put to hard labor. These instances of
crime, although not frequent, should induce the
traveller to adopt certain precautions, and refrain
from an unnecessary display of gold either in
his purse or on his person. One is often told that
such a man, now living at his ease, was a pirate, or
a character nearly as bad, and opportunities are only
wanting, through a lax police, to renew those
scenes of fraud, robbery, and murder, which Tacon
corrected. The materials are still here, the people
have not had their morals reformed by religion,
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ﬂnmu only been restrained by the fear of the

Tha woods about here abound in hutias, sup-
posed to be the only quadrupeds 1ndlgenuus to
Cuba. They are about the size of an opossum,
and resemble so strongly the rat, that they might
readily be mistaken for a large variety of that cos-
mopolite. =~ There are two species, the carabali
and the congo ; the first is the smaller, and has a
power to hold on the branches with his tail that
the other does not possess; they both feed on fruits
and leaves, living principally on the Jobo-tree
among the parasite carujeyes; the first is said by
Don Jose Ramon de la Paz y Morejon to be noc-
turnal, and the congo diurnal. When well dressed
for the table they resemble the pig in flavor, and
their tanned skins form an imperishable and water-
tight over-leather for shoes. The perdiz, columb.
cyancephala, is also found here in abundance, and
are caught by the country people in traps, which
they enter closely and hurriedly like quails.

The partido Lagunillas contains 3367 whites,
149 free colored, and 9612 slaves; it has 38 sugar
estates with 5216 laborers, 40 coffee estates with
2518, and 253 farms with 2961. The soil gener-
ally is very fertile, and having been lately opened
yields more abundantly than that of Limonar. The
neighboring partido of Macuriges also bids fair to
deserve with San Marcos the name of the garden
of Cuba.

- My kind host, a native of Marblehead, was a
perfect Creole in hospitality, and he accompanied
me on horseback to the depot, where I awaited the
return of the cars, which had passed a few miles
higher to the terminus of the road. On my return
to Jucaro I saw large droves of crabs on their way
across the island ; they migrate over the land, every
24
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a counter and shelves filled with goods exposed for
sale. I asked if they were not afraid of being
robbed at night, as they had not a door to the
whole building; but they told me they were aﬁm
awake, and there was no danger.

On pursuing our voyage we passed several mﬂ-
ing schooners sailing among the keys, or anchored
at the bight of some intricate channel, waiting for
a favorable wind or tide;-and everywhere as we
glided over the smooth water the bottom could be
distinctly seen, now covered with marine v
tion, with here and there a large fish lurking in the
long grass, and sometimes perfectly bare, with
conchs and star-fish resting on the coral sand.
Our dinner consisted of stews, and soups, and
hashed meats, all plentifully seasoned with garlic ;
while for the dessert we had olives, almonds, and
raisins, and preserves, with the usual finisher, fine,
strong coffee. In the afternoon we amused our-
selves by fishing with a strong line towed after the
boat, and caught a plentiful supply of large fish of
the shap& and size of drum. Passing through the
channel of Manui, five leagues from Cardenas, and
six leagues farther, through the bay of Santa Clara,
we reached the canal de los Barcas, and five leagues
from it the bahia de Cadiz, where we rode at an-
chor all night close by two sc:haaners, with as lit-
tle fear of molestation as if we were in tha harbor
of New York.

Before daylight the next morning we were on
our way across the wide bay ; and when the sun
rose, so perfect was the calm, that not a ripple was
seen on the mirror-like surface of the sea. The
water was as clear as crystal, and although two
leagues from the shore, not more than ten to filteen
feet deep. The bottom was distinctly seen, and
when free from vegetation, the furrows made by
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river itself. On some of these islets were fisher-
men’s huts with their nets drying on long poles
before them, and their small boats at anchor close
to the beach. Their very presence, isolated, and
surrounded on all sides by uninhabited keys,
but increased the wildness of the scenery., The
channel through the shoal water was very intricate,
and was marked nearly the whole way by stakes,
a few of them with a broken bottle on their end,
or a fluttering rag marking some particular spot.
About nine o’clock we reached the mouth of the
Sagua river, emerging through a dense swamp of
mangroves, and passing over a bar that barely
admitted the entrance of a large schooner, There
was a small house on a beach near by with a tall
flagstaff, showing that it was a military post, but
such a one that a fishing canoe would not respect.
In a direct line this place is not four leagues from
Sagua, but by the course of the river it is seven, so
tortuous is it ; at one point we saw the stream across
a tongue of land which we sailed six miles to reach,
and which a canal a quarter mile long would have
obwviated. ,
The mangroves were succeeded by large plains of
wet soil devoid of herbage, and then came the rich
black lands raised above the river and thickly
planted with cane. For more than a mile from
its bank the whole was clear of trees, and presented
on each side of the river a continuous field of cane,
while the boundaries of each plantation was known
only- by their extensive works and warehouses.
The steam-engines were all at work, emitting vol-
umes of smoke from their tall chimneys, and with
the houses of the planters close to the margin of
the stream gave a lively appearance to the country.
The arrival of the steamer brought many a one to
the banks, to receive their letters and papers, which
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were thrown to them attached to pieces of wood.

After passing several houses the boat stopped near
one with a prettily laid out garden extending down
the sloping bank to the water’s edge, and I recog-
nised among those on shore some of my friends
who had long since been expecting a promised visit
fromme. I need only to say that they were southern
planters, to assure my reader that my reception was
cordial ; and having been secured by one of them -
for his guest, amid the elegant simplicity of manners
that distinguished his family, I was at once made
to feel myself at home.

These fartlla lands were for a long time unnultl-
vated except by the monteros, who had taken
possession of the twenty-five yards of the river’s
banks belonging to the crown, and had planted it
in tobacco. These have generally sold their rights
to their little farms to the planters, who have in a
few years converted a dense forest into the richest
cane-fields that Cuba boasts, yielding twice the
quantity that the lands of Limonar now do. The
mansions of the planters are very picturesque, being
in most cases the cottages of the tobacco grower,
with additional wings and piazzas, presenting every
variety of shape. But their sugar-houses and steam-
engines are the most perfect on the island, and their
slaves share also in the prosperity of their masters,
being well cared for. The river abounds with fine
fish, and the dozen planters who have settled on its
borders sometimes form picnic parties and visit the
keys at its mouth, and the neighborhood is on the
whole the most prosperous and social that I have
visited on the island.

The country around is wild, the fertile soil extend-
ing but a short distance fmm the river where it
terminates in an extensive savanna, with a sparse
population of poverty-stricken monteros. The town
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ment, to disclose the names of the rest. 'The
bargain was struck, and they were arrested and
sent prisoners to Havana; but the Captain-General
demanded that the informer should also be sent
ironed. On his way there he escaped from his
guard, and they and the governor were imprisoned
as accomplices in assisting him to escape.

One of the chief actors in the murders was closely
allied to some of the first families in Havana, and
the old soldier of a governor, in the simplicity of
his heart, forgot that he should have been allowed
to escnpe Another officer had already been installed
at Santa Clara ; and if cleared of all imputations
on his integrity, the one deposed would perhaps
receive some inferior office, but he would not be
reinstated in the one he had lost, among the people
who had seen him borne off a prisoner. But a few
days ago he had paid a visit to Sagua, and with its
principal inhabitants had en]m}fed a glorious ban-
queting and excursion down the river in the steam-
er,—now, his family were on the hospitality of the
kind-hearted captain, and not a single individual
had called on her. She was about seventeen years
of age, and had a fine, chubby child in her arms
that seemed a year nld, but did not count more than
three months, so well does the * plant man ”’ thrive
in Cuba. My friend invited her and the captain to
spend the afternoon at his house, promising to send
his volante for her. On rising to leave I tendered
to the captain the fee for my passport, but he would
not receive any compensation ; so I told him if I ever
found him sick, 1 would attend him gratuitously,
which he replied, he earnestly huped I should never
have occasion to do.

I prolonged my ride through the town to the
savanna that stretches out from its suburbs more
than fifty miles into the interior. The soil changed









QD88 NOTES ON cuna.

emitting a lurid halo ; while on the ground about
me there swept by large patches of light from the
bellies of the insect, that in the dark were them-
selves 1nvisible, nd mysteriously illuminated the
surface for a full square yard.

No idea can be formed of the brilliancy of ﬂlarr
light from the sickly specimens brought to our
country. The chief bright spot is on the under
part of their bodies, and is a quarter inch long, and
an eighth wide ; this, while they fly, resembles a
burning taper, of the color of inflamed gas; and
with the two large globes near their eyes, in their
rapid movements, produce a bright streak of light. It
1s the means by which they are attracted to each
other; and they are readily caught by holding up
a live coal of fire at night or a captured one, which
will bring others on the wing, from a great distance
emitting a brightening light, to the very hands of
the decoyer. 1 have often been amused at their
movements when attracted by the reflections of
their lamps from the window-glasses of a darkened
room ; and have counted nineteen quickly repeated
advances of a single insect to the 1mage of its own
light on a pane, against which it struck each time
so forcibly as to fall to the ground.

The country ladies pin them to their bosoms
through a natural hook near their heads, and which
gives no pain ; they also put them in the flounces of
their dresses when dancing, where, excited by the
motion, the insects resemble so many large dia-
monds. Pyramidal cages of split rushes are also
filled with them, and hung in the piazzas as orna-
ments. They leave the decayed timber, in which
they undergo their transformation from the grub
into the beetle, about the middle of May, and
disappear about August, when the rains have fairly
set in. The largest are about an inch and a half
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mounted on a swift horse, have just escaped it, en-
tering my house while the doors and windows were
slamming with the wind. An hour before, a thin
summer-suit was too warm, and I was now chilled,
although clothed in woolens that were suited for a
temperature of 30° Fahrenheit. These storms last
generally only a few hours; the wind continues,
however, two or three days from the north, and
then returns to the east, and the bright sunshme-
weather of a Cuba winter is restored. During
three winters, I have only known it once change
from the east to the north, without first sweepi

round the compass by the south and west, although
the regular trade-wind has always more or less north-
ing. After J anuary these northers are seldom accom-
panied by rain, and are then delightfully bracing.

I have knnwn nearly two months elapse at this
season without a drop of rain, and it is now that
the sun performs the office of a frost in more northern
climes. The soil becomes dried to a great depth ;
the trees drop many of their leaves ; and the herb-
age is parched on the portreros, affording but a scan-
ty supply to the cattle, which now require to be
fed on the guinea-grass and sugar-canes that remain
verdant all the year. 'The heavy dews, that fall
almost every night, alone preserve vegetation from
being burnt by the torrid heats.

As the season advances the sun assumes a red
appearance, and sometimes for two weeks emits a
lurid light ; said to be produced by the smoke from
the burning bushes of land being prepared for cul-
tivation. It isnow also, that, during perfect calms,
miniature whirlwinds sweep over the fields, raising
high up through the still air, clouds of impalpable
dust, and straws and leaves; or rushing through a

lantaln field, splitting their broad leaves into
shreds, with the rattling sound of a hail-storm.
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denness of Canadian growth. The spears of the
palms are rapidly unfolded into long fringed leaf-
lets; the plantain unrolls its light green scrolls, and
exposes its broad tender leaves to the ruthless wind;
the coffee, the orange, and other trees put forth
luxuriant growths of new wood, and the portreros
now afford an ample supply to the half-famished
cattle.

The trade-winds now are less frequent ; and the
southwest winds, that during winter produced the
feverish feeling of a Sirocco, are now refreshing;
the mornings until ten o’clock are sultry, but the
mid-day and evenings are cool. The sun generally
rises on a clear sky; but about nine o’clock clouds
form on every quarter of the horizon and unite into
large dark masses, some of which are stationary,
while others rise against the breeze that now blows
daily from different points. About two o’clock the
rain descends in torrents, the thunder rolls, and
lightnings flash, and the wind in a single squall
often changes all around the compass. It often,
however, falls perpendicularly, unaccompanied by
wind or thunder, and no idea can be formed of the
quantity that in a short time is discharged from
these tropical clouds, by the heaviest thunder storm
in our more modern clime. Between four and five
o’clock the rain ceases, the sky becomes clear, and
the evening is ushered in with a gorgeous sunset,
while a delightful freshness is given to the air. At
night it is often necessary to close the windows, so
cool does it become. &

The scorpion now leaves his snug winter quarters
in the palm-thatched roof, driven out by the soak-
ing showers, and crawls over the whole cottage of
the montero, into his bed, his shoes, and his clothes.
All the butterfly tribe is on the wing, and the
nights are illumined by the bright lamps of the
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I have carefully calculated the three first tables
from the daily reports in the Diario of Havana, a
valuable and interesting paper. For that of the
rain gauge I am indebted to observations made by a
wealthy and highly intelligent coffee planter resid-
ing near Limonar in the partido Guamacaro. The
days set down as fair, in the table of the Hygrom-
eter for 1842, are those which were free even from
fogs. The remaining days include those on which
there were mists, slight showers, and heavy rains.
In Havana only two rains occurred in April and
six in May, 1843 ; the rainy season for these two
years were remarkable for the small quantity of
rain that fell, and the dry season for the frequency
of wet northers, so that these tables do not give as
favorable a picture of the climate, as those of the
preceding years would. At Limonar, February 3d,
1843, the thermometer was at 55° in the morning,
63° at noon, and 62° at night, the coldest weather I
had witnessed during my three winters’ residence
on the island.

Cuba is much less subject to tornadoes than the
other West India islands, and earthquakes, more-
over, are extremely rare. The only remarkable
one on record occurred in February, 1678, the
stronger shocks of which continued in Havana a
half hour, and destroyed in that city the convent
of San Francisco, and did considerable damage to
many private houses; the lesser shocks were re-
peated during thirty days.

In eonnection to the climate, it may be well to
make a few remarks on the salubrity of the island.
In all the maritime towns yellow fever prevails from
June until November, often commencing in May.
Sporadic cases occur all the year round in Havana,
especially during long spells of wet and warm
weather in the winter. I have heard merchants
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of a dark liver color with black patches, and very
seldom white. They are short lived, are very sub-
ject to the itch, and diseases of the digestive organs,
and are always chased by the domestic dog. From
these peculiarities, they have been snpposed to be
indigenous to the island, by the Curate of Hanabana,
Don Jose Ramon de la Paz y Morejon, who has de-
scribed some of the natural history of Cuba. These
dogs are remarkable for their scent, and would prob-
ably form with the common deer hound an excellent
breed.

If we except the scorpion, and the large spider
resembling the tarantula, the sting from neither of
which is very painful or at all dangerous, Cuba does
not possess another venomous living thing. The
snakes are all harmless, aligators are found only in
extensive lagunes, and not a single ferocious animal
roams through its forests. There are also but few
troublesome insects; the mosquitos are confined
chiefly to the low grounds, and the geeger, an in-
sect about the size and shape of the flea, that bur-
rows beneath the outer skin and there forms a nest,
seldom attacks the feet when protected by shoes
and stockings. The whole island seems to have
been well fitted for the abode of the peaceful Indian,
who once was master of the soil, the early history of
whom is replete with accounts of his quiet, inoffen-
sive habits.

Both the Cuba horse and ox are well "'worthy the
attention of those engaged in raising stock. The
latter is invaluable, and is used entirely for the draft
of heavy waggons, horses being employed only in
volantes or under the saddle. The yoke, which is
applied behind his horns, to which it is attached by
cords, is scooped out so as to fit the nape of his
neck, and is fixed firmly to the pole of the cart.
No one, who has seen them drag their heavy loads,
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fattened for food; one Indian had forty of them.
The large, lizard-like reptile, the Iguana, fqas,
however, their favorite chase. e

Their manner of catching perroquefs and parrots
was peculiar. A boy, ten or twelve years old
climbed a tree, where he sat perched, covered with
leaves and straw, holding a live parmé“ in his hand.
The cries of the captive bird soon attracted numbers
to the tree, when they were easily caught by the boy
with a noose. They hunted another bird which flew
Sun “the ground, and which they captured by run-
ping after it. These were very savory, and were of -
a yellowish tint; they called them bambiallas, and
they were probably the young of the flamingos,
which are now captured at full speed, and are fat
and flavored. They did not know the use of
the bow and arrow, their only arms consisting in
lances and a kind of wooden swords. They caught
their fish in nets, and with hooks and spears of
bone ; and used eanoes dug out by flint tools, some
of which were large enough to contain one hundred
and fifty persons. They sometimes fished with a
light, and then ignited the wood by rapidly drilling
a soft piece with a hard one until it took fire.

They were g'.md-na,tured, hospitable, humble, in-
genuons, and timid, and were not cannibals. Noth-
ing 1s known of their marriages ; butin general they
seemed to hold their women in little estimation, and
treated them as slaves. There was but little pater-
nal anthority. Their only diversions were balls,
which they named areitos, at which they danced, to
the sound of their songs, from sunset until morning,
 or until they became wearied. They were gov-
erned by caciques, or lords, having absolute power.
Their religion has already been noticed. Their
priests or behiques pretended to possess the power of
divination, and taught much superstition to the
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The Cuyaguateje, a full stream, is the largest
.uﬂta—ahaju Rmmg in los Orga.nus at the
1e cerro de Cabras, it traverses the valley of
o, surrounded by inaccessible mountains.
Uﬂp’t the river continues its course througha
natural tunnel, named El Rosallero, which has been
explored, and can be passed with the aid of torches.
It receives in its rapid course many tributary streams,
and, passing by the foot of the cerro de Guane, emp-
ties into the bay of Cortes, where its mouth is ob-
structed by mud banks. It is navigable, and
abounds with fish and alligators.

~ These are the principal rivers; but many others,
navigable for a short distance, paur their waters to-
wards both coasts of the island, the whole number,
large and small, being Bevent]r—ﬁve Some of the
small rivers are very picturesque ; like the Ay,
springing from rock to rock, and forming beautiful
cascades; or like the Canimar, gliding silently be-
tween gorges of steep mountains. The Moa, which
rises in the cuchillas de Toa, descends bounding
over precipices, until it reaches the sierra of its own
name, where it becomes submerged ; on its reappear-
ance it forms a cascade 300 feet high, and empties
in front of the Cayo de Moa. During the dry
months of winter, most of the beds of the tributary
streams become dry; while in the rainy season,
they convey rapid and swollen torrents, which rise
and subside in a few hours.

There are several miniature lakes or lagunes, gen-
erally communicating with the rivers or the bays.
Of these the laguna de Ariguanabo, north of San
Antonio, has two leagues of superficies, and 1s eight
yards deep. 'The laguna de Maya, east of the bay
of Matanzas; the laguna Grande, south of Guamu-
tas ; the laguna Guanaroca, formed by an arm of
the river Arimas, and about seven others, are small,

o; : _ ;
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and with little depth of water. Ser&r;lJrgar s
are found on the western tongue Janc #ﬂt
stretches around the bays of Guadiana and Cortes.

In general the country is divided into small ter-
ritories of undulating land, surrounded by amphithe-
atres of hills and mountains ; the rich of the
first covered with beautiful plantations of cane or
coffee, and teeming with life, and the latter clothed
with evergreen woods. Where the mountains are
thickly grouped, the contrast between their uncul-
tivated summits, and the rich verdure of the small
valleys interspersed among them, is exceedingly pic-
turesque. Thus about the Cuscos, the traveller is
often suddenly surprised to find at his very feet, far
down in a small vale, clusters of negro huts, amid
coffee shrubs, and oranges, and palms, with the man-
sion of the planter ; or he sees the busy steam en-
gine ejecting volumes of smoke, and surrounded by
a broad carpet of the lively pea-green of the cane’s
foliage.

There is, perhaps, no country of the size of Cuba
that posseses as many large and fine harbors ; some
on the island have been acknowledged to be the
best in the world. On the north coast there are
twenty-nine, from those, with a depth of water for
large schooners, to others, capable of sheltering the
largest and heaviest fleet. Those of Havana, Nipe,
and Neuvitas are the largest and best; the bay of
Matanzas is also capacious, and admits vessels of the
largest size ; Cardenas and the roadstead of Sagua
le Grande, has only water for brigs and large schoon-
ers. Besides these there is the Mulata, with an-
chorage for brigs ; Bahia-honda, 22 leagues west of
Havana, for ships; Cabafas, 16 leagues, and El Ma-
riel, 12 leagues west, for frigates, the latter protect-
ed by a battery and tower; DBanes, a roadstead 8
leagues, with a tower ; Caibarien, the bay forming a
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port to San Juan de los Remedios, from which it is
distant five miles; la Guanaje, the port of Puerto-
Principe ; Puerto del Padre, Naranjo, Banes, Lebi-
sa, Cabonico, Tanamo, and Moa, all fine harbors.
The southern coast has twenty-eight harbors and
roadsteads, of which that of Cuba is one of the best
in the world, and is protected by a moro and sev-
eral batteries. 'T'he large bay of Guatanamo has
several harbors, and that of Jagua has a secure port,
and is fortified ; the latter has six square leagues of
superficies. The bays of Cortes and of Corrientes
admit the larger vessels.

From the cape de Maisi to the cape de Cruz on
the south coast ; and from Bahia-honda to the punta
de Icacos on the north coast, the island is easy of
access, and the coast-navigation excellent. ‘The
rest of its coasts is guarded by reefs and islands,
within which steamboat navigation is safe at all
times of the year. The islands vary in size, from a
few yards to several miles. One of them, the Cayo
de Sal, supplies Havana with salt; others, like the
Cayo de Vela, have good anchorage; while some
are so surrounded by reefs, as to be almost inacces-
sible.

The Isle of Pines, Isla de Pinos, formerly so cele-
brated as a hiding-place for pirates, is on the south
coast. It has 117 leagues of superficies, but is divid-
ed longitudinally by an extensive swamp, passable
at only one  point. The population is about 500,
and has lately been put under a military and civil
government. Its chief pueblo is Nuevo Gerona, on
the west bank of the river Casas; the other is the

pueblo of Santa F'e, on the river of the same name ;

it is watered by another river, the Nuevas. Its
mountains are the Cafadas, Daguilla, sierra de Casas,
and Caballos. The bay of Siguanea is on the west
coast, and terminates 8. W. at the cape Frances;
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CHAPTER XIV.

Ushering in of the Rainy Season— John Baker— A. Catalan’s Know-
ledge of the Decalogue — A Captain taking an Inventory — Vegetation
in July — Stingless Native Bee — Mineral Wealth of anié— T

Homeward — Passport to leave — Missionary labor in Havana by &

Layman — General View of the Creoles. e

Soon after my return to Limonar, the rains of
summer commenced to fall. For saggl%l consecu-
tive days was the whole canopy of the heavens,
each noon, hid by heavy masses of clouds rapidly
formed on the horizon and overhead ; presenting in
their storm-like appearance a strong contrast to the
clear blue of the morn’s unclouded sky. About
two o’clock began the gathering to one grand fo-
cus; and the black thunder-cloud, condensing in
its frigid bosom the ascending vapors, and blending
with its own immense mass the smaller ones in its
course, with gathered and still increasing power
rose majestically against the opposing breeze ; its
jagged edges apparently resting on the hills, and its
pendant centre threatening destruction to all be-
neath.

Then came the deep calm, and each leaf was
motionless ; while the scuds above rushed madly
together, and curled and intermingled as if in fierce
contest. And now, the sudden blast. burst through
the still air, and the stout tree groaned, and the
tender plant lay prostrate beneath its power. The
long, pliant leaves of the tall palm, like streamers,
fluttered in the rushing wind; the frail plantain’s
broad, tender foilage was lashed into shreds; the
umbrageous alleys of mangoes waved their long
lines of dense verdure, and all nature did homage
to the storm-spirit —all, but the powerful ceyba,
whose giant trunk bended not, and whose massive
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ms and close-set foilage defied its utmost wrath ;
nnnd the turmoil of the tempest it stood unmnved

perfect picture of conscious strength.

Bgt the whole scene was soon hid by the torrents
of rain that fell from the overcharged clouds. The
atmosphere seemed converted into a mass of rush-
ing waters ; and mingled with its rattling gusts, was
the lahgthened crash and reverberating roar of the
more distant thunder, and the sharp, shot-like re-
port of that close by; while vivid streams and
broad flashes of lightning played rapidly through
the aqueous shroud. 1In less than an hour the storm
had passed by ; but fresh masses of clouds rose from
different quarters, and their circumscribed showers
often fell heavily within a few hundred yards, while
near by not a drop descended. Thus was the rainy
season ushered 1n.

In the afternoon the clouds separated into banks
which hung about the horizon; and before even,
the sun shone brightly through the transparent
ether, and at length sank into a gorgeously-colored
and gﬂlden bed. A refreshing coolness pervaded
the evening calm ; the tolling of the different estate
bells, sounding the oracion, came sweetly on the
ear; and when the shades of night set in, myriads
of cocullos left their hiding-places, and darting
through the air, lit up the gloom with a thousand
streams of lurid light, while the stars shone with a
brilliancy not surpassed in the frigid zone.

The highways were soon converted into islands
of mud, and quagmires, and miniature lakes; and
even the estate alleys became so slippery, that my
horse slid at every step as if treading on ice, and
I felt more apprehensive of falls, than 1 had done
while traversing the frozen, narrow pathways and
snow-clad passes of the Alps Although my ex-
cursions were thus curtailed, I had other sources of

29%
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amusement. A kind family, under whose hospita-
ble roof and in whose polished society I had spent
many pleasant days, had given me full possession of
their country seat during their stay in Havana. I
had, therefore, taken my quarters in one of the nu-
merous rooms of their spacious mansion, and with
no other companion but its library, a: mlsuellm&ﬁna
collection of books, among which were several old
Spanish voyages to the ¢ Indies and Antilles.” 1T
determined to resist the tempting invitations to the
houses of my neighbors, and commence gleani
from the works about me their fragmentary hmt;.:g
of the island. But I soon found that solitude, as
somebody has said, was pleasant only in compqiby
with one who could sympathize in all its pleasures ;
and becoming tired of my lonely life, I persuaded
the mayoral of the estate, the only white person on
it besides myself, to take his meals with me.

Now, John Baker was not of a taciturn disposi-
tion ; lndeed his organs of language, Incalrt?, and
ideality were so strongly developed, that his tongue
seemed endowed with the power of perpetual mo-
tion, and he rivalled the Eastern princes of story-
telling celebrity. He was a native of Hamburgh,
had served several years in the English navy, and
had deserted ; then joined an American whaler,
where he had been distinguished for his boldness in
the dangerous sport, and his skill as a seaman ; and
at length had settled down as mayoral on one of
the loveliest coffee estates in Cuba. He was honest,
never skulked from his duty, or permitted those be-
neath him to do so from theirs; and in his disposi-
tion there was a mixture of thoughtless generosity
with the most unbounded confidence in others, be-
lieving all to be as true as he was himself. With
such a table companion, I passed daily from the ex-
treme of solitude to one of the liveliest of life, and
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of Sancho Pantha. No one indeed can do justice
to the wit of Cervantes but a Spaniard, who, con-
versant with the idioms and manners of the pec
with whom the knight had dealings, can ﬁ
relish the humor in many a passage, the meanmgﬁ
which is completely sealed to a foreigner.

During my residence on this estate, my mue.h
esteemed friend, the owner, died in Haﬂmhv*
a notice was soon after sent to the administrado
the Captain of the Partido, that he would visit the
place and take an inventory of all on it. This is
always done when the deceased was intestate, the
property then passing into the hands of the Juez
des Muertes, from whom it is often very difficult
for the natural heirs to obtain its possession, and
then, only after the payment of heavy expenses,
In this case, however, the captain was doomed to
be disappointed of his fees, for on his arrival at the
house, he was informed that a will had been made ;
nevertheless, for fear of accidents, he took the in-
ventory. There was some little excitement on his
visit ; for although legally secure from his power,
so great is often the vileness of these officers, that
it was not known what he would do. Before our
present energetic Consul, Gen. Campbell, arrived in
Havana, it was usual for these harpies to take pos-
session of the trunks of deceased American travel-
lers, which, with whatever valuables they con-
tained, were secretly divided among themselves,
and the rest sent to the Juez de Muertes for his
share of the spoils. Even on Spanish estates they
have been known, formerly, to appropriate various
articles of silver plate, and sometimes a fine horse
or two.

Our present captain had to be satisfied with a
tolerable dinner, and a fat turkey which he admired
much, while telling us that to-morrow was the anni-
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versary of his wife’s birth-day. He was plied freely
with brandy by the administrador, who had paid us
a visit, and this may have accounted for his mode-
ration. The Spaniards, although the lower classes
..;-J:' . descendants in Cuba generally use ardent
spirits in the morning, are remarkable for their tem-
perance; but our captain had once been a trooper.
Laarmng that I was an invalid, he placed his left
hand on his breast, whilst his nght held the tumb-
ler, and between his draughts assured me that he,
too, had mal de pecho. He left us in the afternoon
with his twoaids; and a servant was ordered to fol-
low him with the old gobbler, the patriarch of the
flock, all of us being quite pleased that the affair
had terminated so well.

It was the beginning of July when I prepared for
my journey homeward. Vegetation had burst
forth in full luxuriance under the almost daily
showers, and the country looked like asecond Eden.
The palms, in their summer dress of fresh, rich ver-
dure, were more beautiful than ever ; the cane fields
were covered thickly over with the new sprouts;
the coffee shrubs were laden with large green cher-
ries, bending down thetr long slender twigs; the
aguacate or alligator pear,* many already ripe, hung
in abundance from the branches of its stately tree ;
and the orange, with its new crop of fruit half
grown, still retained many of the ripe ones of last
year attached to its branches. In these latter, the
golden color for a considerable space from the stem,
had changed to a light green, the fruit evidently
undergoing a partial second growth. This, it is
well known, takes place in the sugar cane, which,
when left uncut, sends forth a new shoot from its
extremity, and loses much of its saccharine prin-

* A salad of aguacates, with its rich marrow-like flavor, alone would
repay an epicure for a visit to Cuba.
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ciple ; the old stock becummg, indeed, again like
the new green sprout. :

In some places the indian corn was a.lmadx_
tassal ; the rice, which here yields well on high
lands, had attained nearly half its growth' .
yuca, with its finger-leaves, covered many an acre
with lively green ; the yam had sent forth its long
vines from the hillnck soon to be burst by its
mammoth root ; the p]antains and pines were fast
ripening ; and the alleys of mangoes, and mameys,
of caimitos and rose apples, were strewed with the
over-ripe fruit. 'The country teemed with an
abundance of nature’s gifts, and so amply did she
reward the husbandman’s toil, that her offerings
seemed almost spontaneous.

This may appear extravagant to one a stranger
to a rich tropical land, but Cuba is the very para-
dise for a lazy farmer. The plantain, which alone
will yield him nutritive food all the year, requires
to be planted only once. 'The stem bears at the end
of eight months, and while growing, becomes sur-
rounded by sprouts from its roots, the largest of
which takes its place when destroyed and bear fruit ;
so that all the farmer has to do, is, ever after, to cull
the plantains and cut down the old stems. Sweet
potatoes, when once planted, require care only to
prevent their too great luxuriance ; and for this pur-
pose a plough is passed through the field before the
rains set in, and, as many of the vines as can be
gathered, are removed. The sugar cane, on virgin
soil, will last from 20 to 24 years; and the coffee
shrub I have seen bear well when nearly forty
years old.

Besides these plants, the cacao or cocoa yields
well ; and indigo and cotton, in certain situations,
are very productive. The honey of Cuba is justly
celebrated for its fine rich flavor; and that secreted




NOTES ON CUBA. od7

by its native, stingless bee, curiousalso for the black
wax it deposits, is as limpid as water. The inertia
of its aborigines can easily be traced to the abun-
dant productiveness of the soil ; and were all outlets
to the island closed, a people, accustomed to only
the simple wants of nature, could enjoy on it, to
satiety, the dolce far niente.

Taking advantage of a few days of fine weather,
during which the roads became almost as dry as in
the winter, I mounted my famous hannovega,
Romeo, and-accompanied by several of my friends,
bid adieu to Limonar. In a short time we reached
the embarcadero of the Canimar, where a boat was
waiting to convey me to Matanzas, and a few hours’
sail brought usto the house of a wealthy and highly
intelligent merchant of that city. A fine brig lay
' -iti't"ji' ‘with rice from Charleston ; to which
port she

‘was to return after the sale of her cargo.
But the Catalans, who monopolize the trade in pro-
visions, and who form, for this purpose, companies
in every Cuba town, would not agree to give the
price asked, and I was detained a fortnight under
the hospitable roof of my friend. His library was,
however, well stocked with some of the best works
in the English language, and his table covered with
the latest periodicals; the spacious piazzas of the
house, also, commanded an extensive view of the
bay and country, and afforded pleasaut promenades
during the heats of the morning and the rains of the
afternoon. I had many acquaintances in the town,
and the days flew rapidly by, but the lapse of time
brought also nearer the hurricane season; the
temptation of a comfortable cabin, and the company
of several of my friends, in the Havana packet, had
also its weight, and I left Matanzas for that city in
company with one of my first and kindest friends
on the island. Through his correspondents there,
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passports to leave had been procured for us ; and our
trunks were, soon after our arrival, transferredto the
packet which lay moored in the harbor. To avoid
the escape of debtors, all persons before quittinig
Cuba are obliged to give security that they owe
nothing there, or advertise their purposed departure
for three consecutive days. So, that with the pre-
cautions used before permittmg a stranger to land

and before leave is granted to him to depart, it is as
hard for a rogue to enter, as to quit the country ;
there is, nevertheless, no lack of natives who “ live
on their wits.”

The evening was passed with my worthy friend,
Dr. M——d, whose interview with the padre I hg.';e
already noticed. ~ His labors in the cause of reli-
gion had been unremitting since his arriy
preceding December ; his Spanish tracts h
all distributed, and with his packaﬁ, fille
English ones, he had visited American and
vessels, and many a seamen had been thus re-
minded of the office of the Sabbath. It is true,
that by some he had not been received with much
favor, one old sea-dog remarking, that he never
thought the * stuff would be poked at him here;”’
but even he accepted one and promised to read it.
He had twice raised the Bethel flag ; and so much had
the officers of American vessels become interested
in the cause, that propositions were made to invite
a chaplain from the United States to reside in Ha-
vana to preach on board the vessels to our seamen.
Did each visitor to this benighted land, imitate, but
in a small degree, his praiseworthy exatnple what
good might not thus be done. Religious works,
free from sectarian points, are in almost every case
thankfully received by the Creoles ; and I have seen
a Spanish New Testament greedily devoured by
some of the lower classes, who before had never
heard of such a book.
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Betimes, the next morning, we were on board
the packet ; the sails were loosed, and soon after the
gun from the moro had proclaimed that the port
was open for egress, (for no vessel is permitted to
leave or enter between evening and morning,) our
vessel glided out into the gulf-stream before the
last puffs of the land-breeze. 'The next day we
reached Key West; and in less than a week after,
I was landed in Charleston; and I rejoiced once
more in the refreshing quiet of the Sabbath, to
which my heart had, for eight long months, been a
stranger. 'The Anglo-Saxon face, too, met me at
every step; and I again saw the female form ming-
ling with the pedestrians in unrestrained freedom.
I had returned to the scenes of my childhood ;
and Cuba and its perpetual spring,—its hills, its
groves, and its dark-eyed daughters, were remem-
bered only as a morning-dream.

In the preceding pages, an attempt has been made
to present to the reader detailed pictures of the
country and its inhabitants, that he might form from
them his own conclusions. Deseriptions of this
kind are, however, often apparently contradictory,
and are too apt to lead to contracted views, in
which the excellency of the whole is lost sight of
in the numerous but unimportant blemishes. The
agricultural resources of the island, although not
half developed, are unquestionably very great, as
well as the small part of its mineral wealth
that has been explored.* The exports of 263

* The mineral wealth of Cuba has been but little explored, but its
copper mines are acknowledged to be the richest in the world. The
most extensive works are in the neighborhood of Santiago de Cuba;
from five quintals of the ore it is stated that Alonzo del Castillo extract-
ed three guintals of copper ; * the veins now worked are, however, far
less rich. The same mineral is found in many other parts of the island,
and near Villa Clara several abandoned mines have been discovered, that

* Black letter edition of the history of las Tndias, ielas y terra firme del mar oceano, by Ovi-
edo y Valdes, 15847, quoted by T.'I:rmnﬁgn del Monte. 5 .
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million dollars* by one million of whites and
colored, who also pay 12 million dollars taxes,
clearly demonstrate this. If we now turn to the
Creole inhabitants, we will find the higher classes
enterprising, patriotic, economical, yet hospitable
and kind ; simple in their habits, regular, and re-
garding more the intrinsic value of things than the
showy exterior. That they are not more liberally
educated, is from the absence of means, and not of
talent ; that they have not more improved the con-
dition of the lower class of whites, is from the
jealous intervention of the mother country, and not
from the want of inclination ; that the house of
God 1s deserted, 1s more because His pure and
simple service has been rendered repulsive, to the
rational mind, by the alloy of human inventions,
than that there is a want of religious feeling.
Where, too, can be found a people like the mon-
teros—ignorant, poor, and oppressed, yet polished,
hospitable, and obedient to the laws ; in their des-
titution, clinging to a mere shadow of religion,
while deprecating the corruption of its ministers.
In all countries, when the law becomes a dead
letter, and the passions of men are not restrained by
the influence of the Scriptures, vice will sprout forth
luxuriantly ; and the days of the pirate and of the
robber in Cuba, have been more than rivalled by

had been worked by the earlier settlers. 'I‘he attention of ther Gubeann
.has la fy been given to the researches of Sr. %zgm
counts of gold found on the island. I have not had the %ood fuﬂune to
meet with his valuable work on the natural, physmal political his-
tory of Cuba, but gold is stated to have been collected in considerable
quantities by all the first writers of its history. Cortez, while he re-
mained in B'amuna extracted much gold from the mines; the river
Mayari also yielded the precious metal, and a manuseript found among
the papers of Don Mateo Hechevarria, mmputes the amount collected in
m;e year to have been $143,000.t Coal has also heen found 1 many
places.
* For 1842 the exports were $26,634,701.

¥ Mem. de la So. Econ. Vol. §, page 355.
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the “age of terror ” in France, and by many a
period in the histories of the most enlightened na-
tions on the globe.

With no desire to advocate the slave trade, some-
what might be said in extenuation of the govern-
ment that winks at its continuance. England en-
couraged it long after her slave-holding colony* had
petitioned for its suppression ; and now, even now,
are the manacles of the captured African wrought
by English workmen. What, also, is the enlist-
ment of emigrants from Sierra Leone to labor for
the lowest wages for a fixed period of years, under
a Jamaica planter, who is not bound to feed, and
clothe, and administer to them when sick and help-
less—what, but the very worst system of slavery.
What can the stupid African know of written con-
tracts or articles of indenture, and of the reception
he will meet with from his West India brothers,
whom he is sent to starve into submission. The
same principle that has induced England to eman-
cipate her West India slaves, while she refuses to
remove the shackles from her other oppressed colon-
ies—that makes her plot the destruction of our
Southern and Western States, while she extends
the hand of well-feigned friendship to our Northern
brethren—the same principle, self-interest, prompts
the Creole to continue the importation of African
laborers ; and much as we may deprecate the hor-
rors of that trade, we must not forget that they
have been ingrafted on it mainly by the means used
to suppress it.T

The American traveller in Cuba, amid the defects
he will witness, will find much worthy of admira-
tion and of imitation. Its charitable institutions
are not excelled by his own, and the hardy back-

* Virginia. :

1 See various articles on the slave trade in the English Reviews.
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woodsman of his wide forests does not surpass in
hospitality the simple montero. While he traver-
ses, unmolested, the crowded streets of the popu-
lous town, or mingles, without fear, with the incon-
gruous mass of gamblers at the cock-pit of some
obscure village—he will praise the government,
which, by the suppression of mobs and the enforce-
ment of laws against carrying concealed weapons,
has prevented the occurrence of scenes that have
too often left a stain on his own. Nor will he fail
to admire that honesty of purpose, that has effected
more than all the wisdom of his legislatures has yet
done—the entire suppression of the crime of duel-
ling, and the certain, although varied punishment
of murder, how extenuated soever by concurrent
circumstances.

These rough, and unconnected notes, were written
chiefly to relieve, by mental exercise, the tedium
of an invalid’s useless life. The excursions were
made, and the work composed, while the writer was
laboring under almost continued physical suffering ;
and he claims with confidence the reader’s indul-
gence for its imperfections. He does not flatter
himself that his observations are entirely free
from error ; but he is conscious of having essayed
to divest his mind from all bias, and to have faith-
fully recorded the impressions it received. He ex-
pects not to escape censure; but to the worshipper
in the Church of Rome he would say, that his
strictures on the religion of Cuba are but the echo
of the opinions expressed by many a good Catholic
on the island ; and to the abolitionist, who through
ignorance of our institutions would subvert a gov-
ernment best suited to the African race, that he has
advocated slavery on the broad grounds, that it con-
fers the greatest good to the greatest number of
that peculiar people. An interest might have been
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always be relied on; and not a few, in their dying
moments, declared that all they had said was false. A
number of whites, both creoles and foreigners, who had
settled as planters, were arrested on such testimony, and
confidence in the protection of the government was entirely
lost. Abandoned to the caprice of the sub-commissions
that visited the plantations, the whole population, afraid
to utter one word against their acts, in despair saw their
property sacrificed, and were compelled to witness the
most revolting scenes of cruelty. To the honor of the
Creole be it said, that it met their entire execration; and
so general became the dissatisfaction, that O’'Donnell, it
was believed, sent secret orders to his agents to moderate
their zeal ; as the chief of them, Quintayros, governor of
Cardenas, who had rioted in the most outrageous acts,
suddenly became less savage. It was, however, against
the policy of a despotic government to admit it could do
aught wrong, and the crimes of these men were left
unpunished. '

The whole affair was from the discovery of it soon
crushed ; a few dragoons rode through the disaffected
partidos, and the prowess of the negro was suddenly
changed to the deepest submission. It is needless to
state, that all the horrors of the San Domingo massacres
were to have been repeated. Many of the whites were to
have been flayed and broiled while alive, and with the
exception of the young women, reserved for a worse fate,
all, without discrimination of age or sex, were to have
been massacred. The plans were, however, so ill organ-
ized, that the insurgents could only have presented an
inert mass before even the armed monteros of the island,
and their insurrection could only have drawn down
destruction on themselves. A civil war between the two
races must necessarily be one of extermination, as is ever
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the case when the savage contends with the civilized
man., Witness, even in Hindostan, the torrents of blood
shed by the rapacious conquerors of its half-civilized,
peaceful people. |
In whatever light it is viewed, one can only deplore the
wild efforts of the abolitionist to force the freedom of the
negro, which have only curtailed his privileges, and
thwarted the measures employed by his master for his
civilization. One effect of the late insurrectionary move-
ment in Cuba, has been the banishment of all the foreign
free negroes that had settled on the island; and it i1s pro-
posed to revise the laws regulating the manumission of
slaves, restricting the same. The privileges of the slaves,
and of the free colored population that remains, will for a
long time be abridged, and the amelioration of their con-
dition, depending so much on the mutual confidence of
the two races, be for the present arrested. Well might
the negro plead deliverance from his officious friends.
The Spaniards are desirous of attributing the late in-
surrectionary movements entirely to foreign influence,
but a prominent cause exists in the absenteeism of the
owners of plantations, and the abandonment of the slaves
to ignorant overseers, who feel no interest in their wel-
fare, and often abuse their trusts. The negro is a great
stickler for justice, and will submit as quietly to merited
punishment, as he will resent that which he believes un-
deserved. Feed and clothe him well, and do not over-
task him, and he will remain a cheerful, faithful slave;
it is in his nature, and is as unchangeable as the color of
his skin. The line of demarkation between the different
classes of slaves, free negroes, and whites, is too indis-
tinct in Cuba. Many of the former are owned by the
second, and some of these, if not too deeply tinged, find
their way into the society of whites, only, however, by
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