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on it, open the blades cautiously, and endeavour to
seize it. If you succeed, and the stone is of a

small size, you easily extract it. The forceps do

not close on the stone with much force, or make
much pressure on it ; but they are themselves com-
pressed and squeezed by the neck of the bladder,
and afterwards by the urethra ; and thus the stone
is firmly grasped, and prevented dropping out of the
instrument. In this manner Sir Astley Cooper
has succeeded, in a great number of instances, in
removing small stones from the bladder, which
otherwise would have increased in size and made
the patients the subjects of a serious operation. If
I remember rightly, he extracted as many as eighty
stones, of various sizes, from the first or second
patient to whom he applied this mode of treatment.
I have also employed this method with success in
many instances. My first patient was a gentleman
‘who had a sac containing a number of small calculi
in the prostate gland. These I extracted with
great facility—sometimes three or four in the
same day. When this sac was emptied, I found
that there were also a number of stones in the blad-
der, and these I extracted, one after another, in the
same manner—three or four score in all. This
gentleman lived in the country; and what I have
now mentioned was accomplished when he visited
London, in two successive years. But the case was
a complicated one, and I shall have occasion to refer
to it again when I call your attention to the sub-
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