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IN RELATION T0O HOM@EOPATHY. 3

amidst blows and imprecations, to drag their less
active, but more self-satisfied fellow-creatures.

First, then, let us ask ourselves, supposing we had
- a new discovery to announce to the world, and that
our only reason for anticipating opposition was
founded on the fact which has been established by
all history, that nothing new was ever yet received
with unanimous approval, from what quarter would
our own mere reflections, without reference to the
particular experience of other cases, lead us to look
for it? Is it an innate peculiarity of the human
mind, in all cases, to dislike novelty, and must oppo-
sition therefore be looked for as a regular thing from
the world at large? The contrary is universally
admitted, and we know, in fact, that the grand
pursuit of man, from the cradle to the grave, is to
find day by day something new, that shall exalt his
hopes, better his condition, and give fresh zest to the
exercise of his faculties. 'The charm of youth chiefly
consists in the newness of its emotions, and those
cases in which the weariness of age is felt—for
there are some who live long, yet never grow old—-
arise from the neglect of cultivation of the higher
powers which with inereasing years would open up
new and brighter views of the great scheme of the
universe. Novelty, therefore, is what we are all
seeking ; and although the desire for discovery in-
creases in proportion to the finer qualities of mind
possessed by each individual, it may be safely af-
firmed that there is no living creature who is capable

B 2
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ourselves whether we introduce it for a purpose that
is likely to harmonize with the ordinary current of
the world’s feelings. If we can answer this point
satisfactorily, and are conscious that the discovery is
only to be introduced for the professed purpose of
conferring upon mankind something that is generally
desired, such as an increase of wealth, health, or
contentment, we may then indulge the belief, that
according to all the calculations of reason, we are
entitled, from ordinary minds, to look for nothing but
welcome.

Still, however, there is one other point to be con-
sidered. ~Although the love of novelty is inherent in
every mind, there is also a faculty common to us all,
which is apt to be unduly indulged, and which, when
so indulged, acts in a powerfully antagonistic man-
ner to the truth-receiving impulse. This faculty is
called by the phrenologists, rirMNESSs, and, apart
from its philosophical definition, is very well known
to most persons in its form of undue activity, by the
familiar term of obstinacy. The necessity of such a
faculty has been very clearly demonstrated. It
gives the tendency, it has been observed, to hold
to any opinions we may have formed, and those per-
sons in whom it is well developed, having once
decided upon their course in any given matter, pur-
sue that course to its termination with unshaken
constancy. The primary function of the organ has
never been very clearly defined, but it appears to
admit of explanation thus:—When a question is
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that"—is the constant ery of such persons ; and if, at
last, you demonstrate their error, they will make
some remark immediately after they have acknow.
ledged your success, showing that they are of the
same opinion still, or at least that the old belief is
still affectionately regarded as something that it is
extremely unpleasant to part with. They do not
rejoice at throwing aside error, and substituting
truth, but regard the one as an ill-used friend, and
receive the other as an intruder.

The final question, therefore, to be considered in
all instances is, to what extent our new discovery 1is
likely to meet with opposition from this feeling, and
consequently we must ascertain whether the public
at large have any settled prejudices on the matter,
or supposing this not to be the case, whether there is
any section of the public amongst whom such preju-
dices exclusively prevail. Now, settled opinions
such as those which form the stuff out of which pre-
judices are made, arise from three causes, early edu-
cation, subsequent habit, and, finally, a sense of
worldly convenience, profit, and expediency. For
the public at large, therefore, to entertain prejudices
on any subject, it would be requisite that such sub-
ject should have been mixed up with their education,
their habits, and their interests. Hence, on any
point which has been equally learned and practised
by every member of the community, we should be
bound to expeet, supposing we were aware of any
discovery that would render necessary a modification
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the theorist on colour amongst the artists, a very
different result might be anticipated.

Recognizing, therefore, that it is only those who
have given attention to a subject, that are likely to
have any prejudices regarding it, let us inquire as to
the particular circumstances under which these pre-
judices are likely to be manifested with the greatest
violence. A man may have given attention to a sub-
jeet, merely from a general love of inquiry, and in
this case prejudice may be supposed to be at its
lowest point; although, even here, it is plain he can
hardly have dwelt long on any particular train of
thought or of investigation, without arriving at some
definite opinion—some peculiar structure of his own,
built up out of the facts with which he has become
stored—and as few things are more cherished than
theories of this kind, there will, consequently, be no
small conflict, even in the mind of a candid inquirer
such as we have supposed, between his disposition to
welcome every new suggestion, and his dislike to
find that the ingenious fancies which had long held
quiet and agreeable possession of his mind, must be
summarily dismissed. This, however, is the best
case that can be imagined ; and if a discoverer should
happen to fall in with such a person, when he first
ventures to disclose his views, he may consider him-
self more than ordinarily fortunate. In the next
place, there are persons who have studied particular
subjects, or who have become acquainted with them
through being taught by others, but who do not
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secure beyond the possibility of disturbance. Will
it not be admitted, that a more terrible demand upon
the qualities most rare in the human mind—those of
teachableness, humility, and self-denial—can scarcely
be conceived, and shall we not, consequently, recog-
nize that, apart from a reference to recorded instances,
the mere process of unaided reason is sufficient to
demonstrate to us, that the severest opposition to all
new truths must always come from those whose know-
ledge, pursuits, and interests have all been mixed up
with the studies to which these truths respectively
have reference ? Imagine the Brahmin who has lived
for years in honour and reward, as one who never
violated the observances of his faith, and who has
preached to the multitude, that to destroy animal
life is the most unpardonable of sins, being compelled
to demonstrate, by the aid of a microscope, to his
obsequious and relying followers, that the remaining
half of the fruit he has just partly devoured is
covered with countless myriads of active beings, and
some idea may be formed of what we mean, when
we talk of the readiness of professors to dismiss all
preconceived views, and to welcome new ideas with
the simplicity of little children,

To apply the foregoing argument to the circum-
stances connected with the reception of Homeeopathy,
1t merely remains to be pointed out, that on no scien-
tific subject whatever are the general public so little
instructed as on medicine, it being the invariable
rule of all medical practitioners, and one in which
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not only do they abstain from manifesting any favour-
able disposition towards Homceopathy, but that they
avoid the discussion of it, with a degree of earnest-
ness amounting frequently to something like bitter-
ness. This, however, although it cannot be ac-
counted for by prejudice against the introduction of a
new doctrine in medicine, can easily be explained by
the fact, which it 1s the object of this essay to neu-
tralize, of the hostility of the majority of the medical
profession.  Although the public entertain no parti-
cular prejudice against the definite discovery pro-
posed to be discussed, they entertain a very general
prejudice against discussing any medical point what-
ever, on the assumption, that if it were desirable it
should be discussed at all, the members of the profes-
sion would long ago have set them the example.

By showing, therefore, as we have done, that in
looking for this example they are committing as great
a mistake as 1 they were to look for morning in the
west, we shall have achieved the important object of
removing their only objection towards commencing
an inquiry for themselves.

It is not enough, however, to reason out the point.
There are some minds, to whom one practical ex-
ample is worth more than a volume of argument.
Let us therefore take a glance at what is recorded of
the early reception and progress of some of the
reforms and discoveries which are now universally

recognized, and the instances_of which may occur to
us at random. :
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Weary and dejected, Columbus had now gained
experience of what he was to expect from those who,
according to the views of the world both then and at
the present time, must have heen the only proper
persons to decide upon his scheme. His next act,
therefore, was to proceed to Spain, a country which
boasted of no eminent navigators or cosmographers,
and which had never made any attempts to extend
the ancient limits of discovery. Still, of course,
Spain was not without professors of these subjects,
and to these professors, such as they were, his pro-
posals were again, in the due order of things, sub-
mitted. [t is unnecessary to add, that they were
reported on with disfavour. ¢ If,” it was maintained,
“there were really any such countries as Columbus
pretended, they could not have remained so long
concealed, nor would the wisdom and sagacity of
former ages have left the glory of this invention to
an obscure, Genoese pilot.” For five years he had
therefore to contend, as it has been forcibly remarked,
“not only with the obstinacy of ignorance, but what
1s still more intractable, the pride of false know-
ledge ;” and even at the end of this period, he was
destined to meet with a new repulse. From princes,
also, of inferior station, one after another, the
same mortification was sustained ; and it is impos-
sible to doubt that in all these instances the parties
consulted, and whose opinions led to the contemptu-
ous discouragement which was manifested, were

the individuals most reputed at the respective courts
c 2
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tiate, since every page of that book, whence alone
mankind derive all of light they can receive, contains
the unceasing story of the pride, stubbornness, and
envy with which each new revelation of the divine
will was rejected by those who, in the eyes of the
people, were especially qualified to be its expounders
and ministers. From the period when the sorcerers
and magicians of Egypt turned away from the
wonders wrought by Moses, or from that when the
prophets of Baal, numbering four hundred and fifty
men, opposed themselves to the signs and exhorta-
tions of Elijah, down to the day when every prophecy
was made plain, and all that had been promised was
fulfilled, the same terrible features of unbending
* hostility are shown, varying only by their gradual
increase, in proportion as the climax of the truth
drew near, until at last, no matter what might be the
circumstances presented, they were all, however
opposite their complexion, received as food for the
malignant passions that had been awakened. * John
came neither eating nor drinking, and they said he
had a devil. The Son of Man came eating and
drinking, and they said, ¢ Behold a man gluttonous
and a wine bibber, a friend of publicans and sin-
ners.””  Throughout the whole history of our
Saviour’s career, there is scarcely the slightest evi-
dence of opposition to his doctrine, exeept as it was
stimulated by the chief priests, and the Scribes and
Pharisees. Indeed, day by day, when these parties
songht to lay hands upon him, they were prevented,
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side of the heart, from the air and blood in the
lungs.’

‘¢ And what says Harvey to this ¢’

“< He controverts it, of course, Neither the oppo-
sition of all living physicians, nor even the silence
of Galen on this notion of his, has the least effect
upon him. It is sad and pernicious nonsense, and
ruinous to a man who, but for this madness, might
have been an honour to his profession. Of course,
his opinions on any subject are of no value now.’

“¢In the profession, do you mean, or out
of it ¥’

<1 believe there are a good many out of the pro-
fession who listen to him, open-mouthed, as to every
professor of new doctrines; but it is an affair in
which no opinions but those of physicians can be of
any consequence ; and as I said, not a physician in
Europe believes Harvey’s doctrine.”

¢ ¢ It ought to be put down,’ said Lord Salisbury,
to which the clergyman gave an emphatic assent,
observing that in so important an affair as a great
question about the human frame, false opinions must
be most dangerous, and ought to be put down.’

“¢And how is new knowledge to fare, when it
comes 2’ said Lord Southampton. By my observa-
tion, Dr. Harvey’s notion is so following the course
that new knowledge is wont to run, that I could
mysell almost suppose 1t to be true. It has been
called nonsense; that is the first stage. Now, if it
be called dangerous, that is the next. I shall amuse
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examples, to estimate unduly the progress which has
been made. This reason renders it necessary, there-
fore, to pause a short time longer, while we glance
at the experience of our own times,

It is now not above five years, since a surgeon at
Wellow, Notts, gave to the medical world a full and
careful detail of the fact of a capital operation having
been performed on the person of a labouring man in
the hospital of that place, while in a state of entire
unconsciousness, produced by certain manipulations
which had been resorted to for the purpose. The
evidence of the whole proceedings was complete and
unquestionable. The man exhibited no emotion,
“ his whele frame rested in perfect stillness, not a
muscle or nerve was seen to twitch,” and on being
gradually awakened, after the operation, he merely
exclaimed, * I bless the Lord to find it’s all over!”
A lucid statement of the entire case, accompanied by
all necessary certificates, was then forwarded to the
Royal Medical and Chirurgical Society of London,
and read before that body. A discussion ensued, and
the man was pronounced to be an impostor. There
was no previous imputation on his character ; he had
been brought down for many months to the prospect
of the grave, by what he and his attendants had be-
lieved to be a mortal disorder, so that there must
have been every tendency to an earnest state of mind,
and his averment, that he had “suffered no pain,”
instead of producing him any advantage, must have
deprived him of all that applause, usually so agree-
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establishment of a Government hospital, especially
under Dr. Esdaile’s superintendence, and the final
result of many months of continued and publie suc-
cess was his receiving, at the hands of the authori-
ties, the appointment of Residency Surgeon. Mean-
while, however, these facts had stimulated an Ameri-
can physician to attempt the discovery of some
palpable agent that should produce instantaneously,
and with unvarying certainty, the effects which Dr.
Esdaile and others had demonstrated, and which the
Medico-Chirurgical Society and the profession, as a
body, had so recently denounced as mere delusions,
caused by trickery, and impossible under any cir-
cumstances. Hence the discovery of the anaesthetic
properties of ether by Dr. C. J. Jackson, of Boston,
in America, followed by the introduction of chloro-
form, by Dr. Simpson, of Edinburgh; and as the
effects of these were so immediate and palpable as to
put contest out of the question, the consequent re-
cognition was unavoidable, that the state which was
boldly asserted by the profession to be so inconsistent
with nature, that any supposition was more reason-
able than that it could be true, was producible by
simple and well known agents, the power of which
we might imagine far less potent than that of one
human being acting by sympathy on another.

Not to press too hardly on the medical profession,
however, let us turn to other cases of reform, affect-
ing very different classes.

It will be remembered, that about two years back
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ing description had always burst forth at every men-
tion of the matter.

Up to the year 1807, any number of lashes could
be inflicted, but at that period a private of the
54th regiment having been sentenced to receive 1500,
his Majesty, George the Third, was * graciously
pleased,”—to use the words of the general order pro-
mulgated on the occasion,—*“to express his opinion
that no sentence for corporal punishment should ex-
ceed one thousand lashes.”

During the war, the punishment was so frequent
in the British army, that it was estimated by Major
Macnamara to have been sustained by at least three-
fourths of the soldiers in every regiment; and in
1812, it was stated that the mean number of lashes
inflicted monthly in a regiment then serving in India,
was for some time 17,000. These facts attracted
attention, and provoked discussion in the House of
Commons, and it was solely owing to such discus-
sions and the efforts of the press, that the practice
became moderated in the slightest degree. The
opposition raised by military men to permitting any
consideration of the question was such, that it was
remarked on one oceasion, when Sir Francis Burdett
brought forward a motion with respect to it, that
“one would have supposed he had been proposing to
do away with some great known blessing—something
containing within itself the means of affording health,
or plenty, or security.” And in 1842, Lord Stanley,

4]
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instances with perfect justice, to the total want of
any sound principle in the regulation of the paper
currency of the kingdom. Iach banking establish-
ment was guided by its own judgment of what was
practicable or prudent, and the consequences were a
constant state of uncertainty as to the extent of the
note issues that might take place from time to time,
totally destructive of all possibility, on the part either
of bankers or merchants generally, of calculating
with preeision what might be the condition of the circu-
lation at any given period, or under any given circum-
stances. In this state of affairs, the very expediency
of permitting a paper currency at all was not unfre-
quently questioned, since it was contended that the
advantages of economy and convenience which it was
calculated to bestow, were more than neutralized by
the sad revulsions which were constantly the result
of the capricious manner in which the issues were
conducted, and which, rendering impossible any ex-
ercise of foresight on the part of the trader, often
confounded the careful and the improvident in one
common ruin. The question, therefore, was, whe-
ther the safety and steadiness of an entirely metallic
circulation were not such as to render it worth while
to forego the economy and the convenience resulting
from a mixed one.

At this period, Mr. Samuel Jones Loyd put for-
ward a plan, by which the paper circulation might
be retained, and brought within definite laws, which
should cause it to operate in precisely the same
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In this way, he never would be able to escape
from the law until he had gained the power of resist-
ing temptation ; because, in proportion as he might
expend his marks upon these indulgences, he would
prolong the time of his imprisonment. In Norfolk
Island, Captain Maconochie tried this plan amid
every kind of opposition, but, nevertheless, with the
most striking results ; and, apart from practical ex-
perience, it would be difficult to conceive any system
more perfectly adapted to secure the protection of
society, by rendering it certain that no convicted eri-
minal shall again enter its bosom, until satisfactory
evidence has been afforded that he may be safely
trusted.

But although these views, on their announcement,
were favourably received by the most practical and
eminent philanthropists, and apparently also by those
members of the Government to whom they were
submitted—more especially as every so-called pre-
ventive or reformatory system, based upon opposite
principles, had without exception resulted in total
failure, the expensive and much-boasted experiment
at Parkhurst having been the last bitter disappoint-
ment—they were not destined to receive a trial until
at all events they should have overcome the usual
obstacles from those who have made the subject
their entire professional occupation. The system
had been tried, as has been stated, at Norfolk Island
by Captain Maconochie on his own responsibility,
and amidst all the difficulties that the absence of any
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ultimately extended from Sunday repetition to week-
day practice, will be disposed to doubt; but mean-
while, the report, which was probably worded after
the fashion of that of the cosmographers and navi-
gators of the days of Columbus, namely, that the
proposition submitted was “not only doubtful, but in
some degree ridiculous,” will have the effect of pro-
longing for a considerable period the present modes
of management, all of which have failed ever since
the world began, and which are avowedly deplored
as the opprobrium of civilization.

The same thing was observed in the case of the
treatment of lunatics; and although Dr. Conolly in
England, and Dr. Woodward in America, have
succeeded in demonstrating to the world the effects
of that *“soothing system,” which at first was never
spoken of by their colleagues in the profession—
especially those who were exclusively devoted to this
branch, except with a taunt, their success was
achieved amidst such obstacles as only men devoted
to the cause of humanity would have had the con-
staney to undergo.

The opposition to the new doctrines regarding the
navigation laws is at present being carried on almost
exclusively by those who, as large ship-owners, have
been conversant with navigation as the business of
their lives, and the chief public demonstration against
the proposed reform was made by the seamen, who
would be most benefited by an alteration, but whom
it was presumed the public would, according to old
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It would, therefore, be a serious error, if a non-
professional investigator were led to disregard, in any
given case of vaunted discovery, a lung—cuntinued,
entire, and unanimous condemnation on the part of
the instructed members of the profession to which
it may apply. Such a condemnation might fall upon
any truth, no matter how sublime, in a first general out-
burst, but it could not continue. Before the doctrine
had long been published, some Nicodemus would
come by night to receive its lessons, and gradually a
small band would gather in its defence ; a band, more-
over, which would steadily increase, through evil
report and good report. If circumstances of this
sort, therefore, are wanting in any individual instance
of an alleged new truth, we may feel pretty certain
that it will turn out no truth at all; and although
even in this case we should not be warranted, if we
had leisure, in forbearing to examine for ourselves, it
would take away much of the urgency of reproach
for any temporary delay.

Having commenced this general essay, with the
final view of pointing out its applications, especially
to the doctrine of Homceeopathy, and having, it may
be hoped, established the point contended for, that
the public are not justified in neglecting an examina-
tion of that system, on the ground that it has received
professional opposition, unless it could be shown that
such opposition has been permanently unanimous, it
now, therefore, remains for us to inquire whether the
system has, from time to time, received that proportion
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character of the disease, belladonna, in 10-illionth dilution, is
given.

A gentleman called on me, late at night, to visit his child, who
seemed suddenly to be taken with some serious illness. He had
for some time wished that I would permit myself to be considered
his medical adviser, which I had declined, as out of my usual
practice, though this sudden call could not be parried. I found a
boy, four or five years old, who had given some proof of indisposi-
tion in the early part of the day, with a stinging heat of skin, a
pulse strong and unnotable, a tongue clammy, and sticking to the
roof of his mouth, and so far delirious as to require some time to
effect his recognition of his mother and nurse. I inquired if any
disease was in the neighbourhood, and if any particular illness was
suspected. Scarlet fever was the disease suspected, and, so far
as I could judge from former experience, particularly from the
unfortunate experience of my own family, had commenced with
excessive violence. I ordered calomel and tartarized antimony,
my favourite medicine at the commencement of diseases of chil-
dren, when threatening to be serious. I thought the child so ill,
as to require seeing early in the moming, and when I arived, T
found that the bowels had been relieved, and also the stomach,
but the skin, the pulse, the tongue, and the mental aberration,
were rather more alarming than on the night before. He had
passed a wretched night. I gave an aconite, and saw the patient
in about five hours; the improvement was amazing ; the skin was
comparatively comfortable, the pulse 96, the tongue easily move-
able in the mouth, and the mind calm. Some red points on the
tongue, and some thickness in the throat, together with some efflo-
rescence on the skin, seemed to prove the correctness of diagnos-
ing scarlet fever; but the case was mild at this time. The
patient was seen again at night; the tongue had become redder,
and the efflorescence had increased, but the child was comparatively
comfortable. < A belladonna” was left, to be given in the night,
should the affection of the throat, or any other symptom, become
aggravated. 1 saw the child again early next morning, for I felt
the heavy responsibility of acting upon a new plan. The bella-
donna had not been given, the child had had a quiet night, though,
from the breathing, and the sound of the voice, T thought the
throat a little more obstructed. I gave the belladonna. The








































































IN RELATION TO HOM(EOPATHY. 81

treatment, and the use of other homaopathic remedies, I shall
now briefly relate. In the course of our frequent consultations
and conversations, we generally communicated to one another any
interesting facts or cases oceurring in our respective practice ; and
one day in the beginning of January, 1836, he was lamenting over
the fatality that attended his treatment of the great majority of
cases admitted into his hospital with erysipelas of the head, and
stated thatin the physicians’ wards the results were much the same
as in the surgical wards. I mentioned that I had also had several
very severe cases, but that they had every one recovered under
homceopathic treatment. It so happened that I had been called
that very morning to a very severe case, which I offered to show
him, and begged him to watch the result of the treatment, which
I had barely commenced. He accepted, and we immediately
visited my patient, a young man about twenty-eight years old,
who was subject to epileptic fits, and who two nights before had cut
his temple in falling, upon being seized with a fit ; the consequence
was an attack of erysipelas, which by the time I first visited had
spread across and down the face, and over the scalp. We saw
the patient twice a day till he was convalescent. The cure was
very rapid, and the effects of the medicines very marked: they
were aconite and belladonma. Mr. Liston saw the medicines pre-
pared by me, and administered some of them himself; he was so
astonished and satisfied with the beneficial results of the treatment,
that he resolved to try the aconite and belladonna. His only
motive for hesitation was, that if these medicines should prove
less successful in his hands than they had done in mine, he should
bring ridicule upon himself, and injure his position in the hospital
with his colleagues and his pupils. T suggested to him, to pre-
seribe one grain of the extract of aconite, to be dissolved in several

grain in substance, or dissolved in pure water, and repeated every
third or fourth hour. The sensible effect is relaxation of the sur-
face, and frequently profuse perspiration; the arterial pulsations
are diminished in frequency and force. The extract of belladonna,
in doses of one-sixteenth of a grain, may then be substituted with
great advantage, and often with the most extraordinary effect
upon the disease."—Liston’s Elements of Surgery. Second edi-
tion, p. 61.  Erysipelas.
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lescence was rendered rather tedious, from collections of matter
forming in varions parts of the scalp.

“ Again,— Erysipelas of the Head.—Use of the Extract of
Aconite and Belladonna.—Catherine Cox, aged 25, was admitted
February 4th, 1836, under the care of Mr. Liston, with erysipelas
of the face ; has been subject to attacks of erysipelas for twelve
years, lasting for a fortnight or three weeks at a time, the cures
not being completed under three weeks. On her admission, fo-
mentations were used to the parts every two hours, and an opening
draught, containing sulphate and carbonate of magnesia, with
antimony wine, was given immediately. On the following morn-
ing, the 5th, the erysipelas had extended over the left ear to the
occiput ; she had passed a restless night; pulse same as yester-
day, 116, small and hard ; bowels opened by the medicine ; great
heat of skin, and thirst; the catamenia have reappeared. Mr.
Liston ordered a mixture, containing one grain and a half of aco-
nite in four ounces of water, of which two tablespoonfuls to be
given every three hours, At ten, p.M. had taken three doses of
the aconite mixture : pulse 108, softer; skin moister and softer;
not so much restlessness; has had a slight rigor. A mixture,
containing one grain of extract of belladonna in sixteen ounces of
water, of which two tablespoonfuls to be taken every three hours.
On the following day the pnlse bad fallen to 96 ; had had a very
quiet night ; skin covered with a gentle perspiration ; tongue moist
and clean ; redness and swelling much diminished ; no pain, and
says she is a great deal better. Ordered a dose of castor oil.
The belladonna mixture to be given every five hours. On the 7th
she was nearly convalescent, the medicine was discontinued, and a
pint of beef tea ordered. On the 9th, quite recovered, having
been under treatment only four days. The report goes on to state,
the aconite has superseded bleeding in many cases at this hos-
pital.

“In the course of some clinical remarks delivered by Mr. Lis-
ton, in April, 1836, apropos of the case of a man admitted on the
17th of December, with erysipelas occurring in the upper extre-
wities, that eminent surgeon, in the most unequivocal manner,
bears evidence in favoor of the principle of Homceopathy, and
also gives testimony to the eflicacy of the homeeopathic remedies
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subjects, produce great restlessness, instead of exhibiting, as others
do, those medicines termed sedatives. It is like driving out une
devil by sending in another. I believe in the homeopathic doc-
trines to a certain extent, but I cannot as yet, from inexperience
on the subject, go the length its advocates would wish, in as far as
regards the very minute doses of some of their medicines. The
medicines in the above cases were certainly given in much smaller
doses than have hitherto ever been prescribed. The beneficial
effects, as you witnessed, are unquestionable. I have, however,
seen similar good effects of the belladonna, prepared according to
the homeeopathic pharmacopeeia, in a case of very severe erysipelas
of the head and face, under the care of my friend, Dr. Quin.
The inflammatory symptoms and loeal signs disappeared with very
great rapidity. Without adopting the theory of this medical sect,
you ought not to reject its doctrines without due examination and
1171) 117 4 P SR

“ Encouraged by the success which had attended his administra-
tion of aconite and belladonna in erysipelas, Mr. Liston requested
me to give him a few notes of other diseases treated successfully
by Homaopathy, with the names of the medicines usually pre-
scribed by me for their cure. This I immediately complied with.
He subsequently informed me that he had employed the follow-
ing medicines with great success :—drnica monfana internally
and externally in severe contusions, lacerations, and incised
wounds ; rhus toxicodendron in sprains, luxations, and swollen
and painful joints ; nux vemice in irritation of the bladder, obsti-
nate constipation, and in some cases of partial paralysis ; bryonia
alba in theumatism, and in arthritic pains of the joints; chamo-
milla in diarrheea, and as a palliative in tooth-ache ; pulsatilla in
retayded and suppressed catamenia ; mercurius solubilis alternated
with belladonna in cynanche tonsillaris and ulceration of the
fauces ; and a variety of other medicines, unnecessary for me to
occupy your pages with, as their effects are familiar to every
homeopathic practitioner. Mr. Liston, however, was most struck
with the action of aconite in subduing inflammation, and reducing
vascular excitement ; and he often expressed his regret to me that
the power of aconite to abate vascular over-action, and supersede
the necessity for abstraction of blood in many diseases, was not
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that the opposition directed towards Homceopathy,
so far from being such as to warrant the public in
declining to investigate the system, has been simply
such as reason, unaided by experience, would demon-
strate to be inevitable, while at the same time, to
corroborate the lesson, experience to any extent may
be invoked. It has been shown, also, that, apart from
the argument founded on the opposition of the majo-
rity of the profession, which has thus been set aside,
the public can have no plea for neglecting the doc-
trine, since, while it is plain to them that, supposing
it to be true, it must lead to the highest results in the
mitigation of human trials, it also comes commended
on the testimony of a far larger number of sincere
and accomplished men, than has perhaps been gained
for any other truth at so early a stage of its exist-
ence. Those who reject it, therefore, or who cast it
out of the way, as unworthy of inquiry, must do so
on their own responsibility. Convinced, as it may
be hoped they now must be, that the sagacity of pro-
fessional men concerning professional innovations is
always, as regards the majority, entirely at fault, it
is upon their own individual sagacity that they must
take their stand ; and if in pursuing that course they
should decline to fulfil the exhortation which requires
them to search all things that may present even the
shadow of a chance of bringing them more nearly
acquainted with the laws which the Creator has insti-
tuted for the government of the world, and especially
with those upon which He has caused the preserva-
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us to render poisonous, by admixture, those other-
wise innocuous substances, diaphoretic antimony and
cream of tartar; it prohibits the use of vegetable
acids during a milk diet, (whereby an insoluble cheese
would be formed), and when acids are required for
digestion, it points to the vitriolic acid.

It furnishes the tests for detecting the adulteration
of remedies, extracts the deadly corrosive sublimate
from calomel, and teaches the difference betwixt the
latter and the poisonous white precipitate which it so
closely resembles.

These few examples may suffice to show that che-
mistry cannot be excluded from a share in the disco-
very of the medicinal powers of drugs. But that
chemistry should not be consulted with respect to
those medicinal powers which relate, not to hurtful
substances to be acted on immediately in the human
body, but to changes wherein the functions of the
animal organism are first concerned, is proved, infer
alia, by the experiments with antiseptic substances,
respecting which, it was imagined that they would
exhibit exactly the same antiputrefactive power in
the fluids of the body, as they did in the chemical
phial. But experience showed that saltpetre, for
instance, which out of the body is so highly anti-
septic, shows exactly opposite qualities in putrid
fever and in tendency to gangrene; the reason of
which I may mention, though out of place here, is,
that it weakens the vital powers. Or shall we seck
to correct the putrefaction of matters in the stomach
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(euphorbia officinalis), in common with the box
(burus sempervirens), which has such a decided
influence on the nervous system? The tasteless
rupture-wort (kerniaria glabra), the acrid phydolacca
decandra, the refreshing goosefoot (chenopodium
ambrosioides), and the biting persicaria (polygonum
hydropiper), what a motley company in the family
oleracecz! How dissimilar in action are the scabride !
What business has the mild, slimy, white lily (lilium
candidum) beside the garlic (allium sativum), or the
squill (scille maritima), what the asparagus (a. offfi-
cinalis) beside the poisonous white hellebore (vera-
trum album), in the family liliacew 2

I am far from denying, however, the many im-
portant hints the natural system may afford to the
philosophical student of the materia medica and to
him who feels the obligation of discovering new
medicinal agents ; but these hints can only help to
confirm and serve as a commentary to facts already
known, or in the case of untried plants, they may
give rise to hypothetical conjectures, which are, how-
ever, far from approaching even to probability.

But how can a perfect similarity of action be
expected amongst groups of plants, which are only
arranged in the so-called natural system, on account
of often slight external similarity, when even plants
that are much more nearly connected, plants of
one and the same genus, are sometimes so different
in their medicinal effects. KExamples of this are
seen in the species of the genera, impatiens, serapias,
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empirical trials usually made in hospitals, where in a
difficult, often not accurately noted case, in which
those already known do no good, recourse is had to
some drug, either hitherto untried altogether, or
untried in this particular affection, which drug is
fixed upon either from caprice and blind fancy, or
from some obscure notion, for which the experi-
menter can give no plausible reason, either to himself
or to others. Such empirical chance trials are, to call
them by the mildest appellation, but foolish risks, if
not something worse.

I speak not here either, of the somewhat more
rational trials, made occasionally in private and hos-
pital practice, with remedies casually recommended
in this or that disease, but not further tested. These,
also, are performed, unless under the guidance of some
scientific principle, to a certain degree at the perl
of the health and life of the patient; but the caution
and practical skill of the physician will often
avail to smooth much that is uneven in his half-
empirical undertakings.

As we already possess a large number of medi-
cines, which are evidently powerful, but concerning
which we do not rightly know what diseases they are
capable of curing, and moreover, others which have
sometimes proved serviceable, sometimes not, in given
diseases, and concerning which we have no accurate
knowledge of the exact circumstances under which
they are applicable, it may not at first sight appear
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I shall now take leave of this royal road, and exa-
mine the other two ways for applying medicines.

In the second way, the symptoms present were
sought to be removed by medicines, which produced
an opposite condition ; for example, constipation by
purgatives ; inflamed blood by venesection, cold and
nitre; acidity in the stomach by alkalis; pains by
opium, In acute diseases, which, if we remove the
obstacles to recovery for but a few days, nature will
herself generally conquer, or, if we cannot do so,
succumb ; in acute diseases, I repeat, this application
of remedies is proper, to the purpose, and sufficient,
as long as we do not possess the above-mentioned
philosopher’s stone (the knowledge of the ultimate
cause of each disease, and its means of removal), or
as long as we have no rapidly-acting specific, which
would extinguish the variolous infection, for instance,
at its very commencement. In this case, I would
call such remedies femporary.

But if the ultimate cause of the disease, and its
direct means of removal, are known, and we, disre-
garding these, combat the symptoms only by reme-
dies of this second kind, or employ them delibe-
rately in chronic diseases, then this method of
treatment (to oppose diseases by remedies that pro-
duce an opposite state) gets the name of palliative,
and is to be reprobated. In chronic diseases it only
gives relief at first; subsequently, stronger doses of
such remedies become necessary, which cannot remove
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fatal practice. The better, more discerning, and con-
scientious physicians, have from time to time sought
for remedies (the third way) for chronic diseases,
and acute diseases tending to chronic, which should
not cloak the symptoms, but which should remove the
disease radically, in one word, for specific remedies ;
the most desirable, most praiseworthy undertaking
that can be imagined. Thus, for instance, they tried
arnica in dysentery, and in some instances found it a
useful specific.

But what guided them, what principle induced
them to try such remedies 2 Alas! only a precedent
from the empirical game of hazard, from domestic
practice, chance cases, in which these substances
were accidentally found useful in this or that disease,
often only in peculiar unobserved combinations, which
might perhaps never again occur ; sometimes in pure,
simple diseases.

It were deplorable, indeed, if only chance and em-
pirical apropos could be considered as our guides in
the discovery and application of the proper, the true
remedies for chronic diseases, which certainly consti-
tute the major portion of human ills.

In order to ascertain the actions of remedial agents,
for the purpose of applying them to the relief of
human suffering, we should trust as little as possible
to chance; but go to work as rationally and as me-
thodically as possible. We have seen, that for this
object the aid of chemistry is still imperfect, and
must only be resorted to with caution; that the simi-
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Also the analogous maxim, that in ovder to cure
radically certain chronic diseases, we must search for
medicines that can ewcite a similar disease (the more
similar the better) in the human body—will thereby
become evident.

In my notes on Cullen’s Materia Medica, I have
already observed that bark, given in large doses to
sensitive, yet healthy individuals, produces a true at-
tack of fever, very similar to the intermittent fever,
and for this reason, most probably, it overtops, and
thus cures the latter. Now after mature experience,
I add, not only probably, but most certainly.

I saw a healthy, sensitive person, of firm fibre, and
half way through with her pregnancy, take five drops
of the volatile oil of chamomile (matricaria chamo-
milla) for eramp in the calf of the leg. The dose
was much too strong for her. First there was insen-
sibility, the eramp increased, then occurred transient
convulsions in the limbs, in the eyelids, &c. A kind
of hysterical movement above the navel, not unlike
labour pains, but more troublesome, lasted for several
days. This explains how chamomile has been found
so serviceable in after pains, in excessive mobility of
the fibre, and in hysteria, when employed in doses
in which it conld not perceptibly develope the same
phenomena, that is, in much smaller doses than the
above,

A man who had been long troubled with consti-
pation, but was otherwise healthy, had from time to
time attacks of giddiness that lasted for weeks and

x 2
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were generally children, some even under one year
old, but also some adults. The diet and regimen were
proper. On comparing the morbid symptoms arnica
root produces with those developed by this simple
dysentery, 1 could confidently oppose to the totality
of the symptoms of the latter, the collective action
of the former. The most remarkable good effects
followed, without it being necessary to use any other
remedy. Before the employment of the root, I gave
a powerful emetic,* which I had occasion to repeat
in scarcely two cases, for arnica sets to right the
disordered bile (also out of the body), and prevents
its derangement. The only inconvenience resulting
from its use in this dysentery was, that it acted as an
antagonistic remedy against the suppression of fweces,
and produced frequent, though scanty evacuations of
excrement; it was consequently a palliative; the
effect of this was, when I discontinued the root, con-
tinued constipation.t

In another less simple dysentery, accompanied
with frequent diarrhcea, the arnica root might be

* Without using the arnica root, the emetics took away the ran-
cid bitter taste for but one or two days; all the other symptoms
remained, though they were ever so often repeated.

t I had to inerease the dose daily, more rapidly than is neces-
sary with any other powerful medicine. A child of four years of
age got at first four grains daily, then seven, eight, and nine grains.
Children of six or seven years of age could at first ouly bear six
grains, afterwards twelve and fourteen grains were requsite. A
child three quarters of a year old, which had taken nothing previ-
ously, could at first bear but two graius (mixed with warm water)
in an enema ; latterly six grains were necessary.
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album) possess great curative virtues or none at all,
would immediately be settled, if it were tried on the
healthy whether large doses produce bad effects, and
an artificial disease similar to that in which they
have been hitherto empirically used.

The specific artificial disease and the peculiar
affections that the spotted hemlock (comium macula-
tum) causes, are not nearly so well deseribed as they
deserve ; but whole books are filled with the empiri-
cal praises and the equally empirical abuse of this
plant, It is true it can produce ptyalism, it may
therefore possess an excitant action on the lymphatic
system, and be of permanent advantage in cases
where it is requisite to restrain the excessive action
of the absorbent vessels.* Now as it, besides this,
produces pains (in large doses violent pains)in the
glands, it is easily conceived that in painful indura-
tion of the glands, in cancer, and in the painful
nodes that the abuse of mercury leaves, it may be
the best remedy, in moderate doses, not only for
curing almost specifically this peculiar kind of chro-
nic pains, in a more effectual and durable manner
than the palliative opium and all other narcotic re-
medies which act in a different manner, but also for
dispersing the glandular swellings themselves, when
they either have their origin, as above described, in

* If emploved in inactivity of these vessels, it will first act as
a palliative ; afterwards do little one way or other; and lastly,
prove injurious, by the production of the opposite condition to
that wished for.
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it shows a tendency to paralyze the nerves of sight
in large doses, it is comprehensible why it has
proved of service in amaurosis. It has removed
spasmodic complaints, hooping cough, and epilepsy,
because it has a tendency to produce convulsions.
It will still more certainly be of use in convulsions
of the eyes and trembling of the limbs, because in
large doses it developes exactly the same phenomena.
The same with respect to giddiness.

The fact that garden hemlock (@thusa cynapium),
besides other affections, as vomiting, diarrhcea, co-
licky pains, cholera, and others, for the truth of
which I cannot vouch, (general swelling, &ec.,) pro-
duces so speeifically imbecility, also imbecility alter-
nately with madness, should be of use to the careful
physician in this disease, otherwise so difficult of
cure. [ had a good extract of it prepared by myself,
and once, when I found myself, from much mental
work of various kinds coming upon me in rapid suc-
cession, distracted, and incapable of reading any
more, I took a grain of it. The effect was an un-
common disposition for mental labour, which lasted
for several hours, until bed-time. The next day,
however, I was less disposed for mental exertion.

The water hemlock (cicuta virosa) causes, among
other symptoms, violent burning in the throat and sto-
mach, tetanus, tonic cramp of the bladder, lockjaw,
erysipelas of the face, head-aches, and true epilepsy ;
all diseases for which we require efficient remedies,
one of which, it may be hoped, will be found in this
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and that properly and effectually, for here there is
no persistent state of the organism, but only transi-
tory symptoms to be combated. Intermittent fevers,
too, where there is a want of irritability and inordi-
nate tension of the fibres, precluding the employ-
ment of the otherwise specific bark, it apparently
suppresses in large doses, merely as a palliative re-
medy ; its direct action, however, in such large doses,
lasts for two days.

Bitter-sweet (solanum dulcamara) produces, in
large doses, among other symptoms, great swelling
of the affected parts and acute pains, or insensibility
of them, also paralysis of the tongue (and of the
optic nerves ?), In virtue of the last powerful action,
it is not to be wondered at that it has cured paralytic
affections, amaurosis,* and deafness, and that it waill
render still more specific service in paralysis of the
tongue, in moderate doses. In virtue of the two first
properties, it is a main remedy in chronic rheumatism,
and in the nocturnal pains from the misuse of menr-
cury. In consequence of its power of causing
strangury, it has been useful in obstinate gonor-
rheea, and from its tendency to bring about itching
and shooting in the skin, it shows its utility in many
cutaneous eruptions, and old uleers, even such as
arise from abuse of mercury. As it causes, in large
doses, spasms of the hands, lips and eyelids, as also
shaking of the limbs, so we may easily understand

* Loss of sight, from an affection of the retina, the optic nerve,
or the brain. (Ed.)
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not only swelling, but general inflammatory swelling,
with itching, and intolerable burning pains, stiffness
of the limbs, pustular eruptions, desquamation of the
skin, uleers, and sphacelus,* where is the wonder
that its external application has cured divers pains
and inflammations? Taking all the morbid symp-
toms together, that the black nightshade produces,
we cannot mistake their striking resemblance to
raphania, for which it will, most probably, be a
specific domestic remedy.

It is probable that the deadly nightshade (atropa
belladonna) will be useful, if not in tetanus, at least
in trismus (as it produces a kind of lockjaw), and in
spasmodic dysphagiat (as it specifically causes a diffi-
culty of swallowing); both these actions belong to
its direct action. Whether its power over hydro-
phobia, if it do possess any, depends on the latter
property alone, or also on its power of suppressing
palliatively, for several hours, the urrtability and
excessive sensitiveness that are present in so great
a degree in hydrophobia, I am unable to determine.
Its power of soothing and dispersing hardened, pain-
ful, and suppurating glands, is owing, undeniably, to
its property of exciting, in its direct action, boring,
gnawing pains, in these glandular swellings. Yet I
conceive that it acts antagonistically, that is, in a
palliative and merely temporary manner, in those
which proceed from excessive irritation of the ab-

* Mortfication. (Ed.)
+ Difficulty of swallowing ; choking. (Ed.)
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true, the muscles are in a state of paralytic relaxa-
tion, but their deficient irritability causes a kind of
immobility, and a feeling of health, as if contraction
were present. As the mania it excites is of a wild
character, so it soothes manias of this sort, or at least
deprives them of their stormy nature. As it extin-
guishes memory in its direct action,* nostalgia (home
sickness) is aggravated, and, as I have learned, is even
produced by it.

Moreover, the increased discharge of urine, sweat,
menses, feces, and saliva, which have been observed,
are merely consequences of the antagonistic state of
the body, remaining after an excessive exaltation of
the irritability, or else sensitiveness during the indirect
secondary action, when the direct primary action of
the drug is exhausted, during which, as I have several
times observed, all these excretions are often com-
pletely suppressed by large doses for ten hours, and
more. Therefore, in cases where these excretions
are discharged with difficulty, and excite some serious
disease, belladonna removes this difficulty perma-
nently and completely, as a similarly-acting remedy,
if it be owing to tension of the fibres, and want of
irritability and sensation. I say, purposely, serious
disease, for only in such cases is it allowable to em-
ploy one of the most violent of medicines, which
demands such caution in its use. Some kinds of
dropsy, green sickness, &c., are of this nature. The

* It will, therefore, be useful in weakness of memory.
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its (dangerous) effects the administration of a large
dose. Experience teaches this.

The fact that henbane (hyosciamus niger) in large
doses diminishes remarkably the heat of the body
and relaxes its tone for a short time in its direct
action, and therefore is an eflicacious palliative
remedy when given in moderate doses inwardly and
outwardly in sudden attacks of tension of the fibres
and mflammmation, does not fall to be considered in
this place. This is not the case, however, with the
observation, that this property only enables it to
palliate very imperfectly, in any dose, chronic
affections with tension of the fibres; in the end,
however, it rather increases than diminishes them by
its indirect secondary action, which is exactly the
opposite of its primary action. On the other hand,
it will help to assist the power of the strengthening
remedy in chronic relaxation of the fibres, as in
its primary action it relaxes, and in its secondary
action it tends all the more to elevate the tone, and
that in a durable manner. In large doses it likewise
possesses the power of producing hemorrhage, espe-
cially bleeding of the nose, and frequently recurring
catamenial flux, as I and others have ascertained.
For this reason it cures chronic h@morrhages, in
small doses, in an extremely effectual and lasting
manner. The most remarkable thing is the artificial
disease it produces in very large doses, suspicious, quar-
relsome, spitefully-calumnious, revengeful, destructive,

L
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skull. The practical physician will be able to take
advantage of this. Its direct action lasts scarcely
twelve hours.

The thorn-apple (datura stramonium) causes extra-
ordinary waking dreams, unconsciousness of what is
going on, loud delirious talking, like a person speak-
ing in sleep, with mistakes respecting personal
identity. A similar kind of mania it cures specifically.
It excites very specific convulsions, and has thus
often proved useful in epilepsy. Both properties ren-
der it serviceable in the case of persons possessed. Its
power of extinguishing recollection should induce us
to try it in cases of weak memory. It is most useful
where there 1s great mobility of the fibre, because
its direct action in large doses is increased fibrous mo-
bility. It causes (in its direct action ?) heat and dila-

‘tation of the pupil, a kind of dread of water, swollen,

red face, twitching in the ocular muscles, retarded
stool, difficult breathing; in its secondary action,
slow, soft pulse, perspiration, sleep.

The direct action of large doses lasts about twenty-
four hours; of small doses, only three hours. Vege-
table acids, and apparently citric acid in particular,
suddenly put a stop to its whole action.* The

* A patient, who was always violently affected by two grains
of the extract of the plant, once experienced not the slightest
effects from this dose. I learned that he had partaken of the
juice of a large number of red currants; a considerable dose
of pulverized oyster-shells at once restored the full efficacy of the
thomm-apple.

L 2
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obtuseness in the sensibility of -their hypochon-
dria* and brain (the two usual seats of their com-
plaints). But as it is here an oppositely-acting
remedy, it gives them but temporary relief; their
desire for it increases, but the end for which it 1s
taken is not attained,—on the whole, the complaint
is thereby increased, as it affords no permanent ser-
vice. Its direct action i1s limited to a few hours,
except in the case of very large doses, which extend
to twenty-four hours (at the farthest).

The seeds of the poison-tree (strychnos nux
vomica) are very powerful; but the morbid symp-
toms it produces are not yet accurately known. The
most I know concerning them 1s derived from my
own observation. They produce vertigo, anxiety,
febrile rigor, and in their secondary action a certain
immobility of all parts, at least of the limbs, and a
spasmodic stretching, according to the size of the dose.
Hence they are useful not only, as is already known,
in intermittent fever, but in cases of apoplexy. In
their first direct action, the muscular fibre has a
peculiar mobility imparted to it, the sensitive system
is morbidly exalted to a species of intoxication,
accompanied by fearfulness and horror. Convulsions
ensue. 'The irritability seems to exhaust itself during

# To this belongs the feeling of insatiable hunger, which
many insane persons suffer from, and for which they generally
appear to use tobaceo; at least, I have seen some, who had mno
desire for tobacco, especially such as were affected with melan-
cholia, who had very little hunger.
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so it once quickly subdued a fever in a laborious
reflective mechanie in the country, which began with
tension in the stomach, followed by a sudden attack
of vertigo, so as to make him fall, that left behind
it a kind of confusion of the understanding, with
frightful, hypochondriacal ideas, anxiety, and exhaus-
tion. In the morning he was pretty lively and not
exhausted, but in the afternoon, about two o’clock,
the attack commenced. He got nux vomica, in in-
creasing doses, one daily, and improved. At the
fourth dose, which contained seventeen grains, there
occurred great anxiety, immobility and stiffness of
the limbs, ending in a profuse perspiration. The
fever and all the nervous symptoms disappeared, and
never returned, although for many years previously
he had from time to time been subject to such attacks
suddenly occurring, yet unaccompanied by fever.

Its tendency to cause cramps in the abdomen,
anxiety and pain in the stomach, I availed myself
of in a dysenteric fever (without purgings), in per-
sons living in the same house with dysenteric pa-
tients. In these cases it diminished the feeling of
discomfort in the limbs, the feverishness, the anxiety,
and the pressure in the stomach; it produced the
same good results in some of the patients, but as
they had simple dysentery without diarrheea, it made
the evacuations still rarer, from its tendency to cause
constipation. The signs of deranged biliary secre-
tion showed themselves, and the dysenteric evacua-
tions, though rarer, were accompanied by just as
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which is not easily recognisable, as it only shows
itself in unmeaning words, refractory disposition,
obstinacy, cunning, disobedience, inclination to run
away, &c., which its continued use frequently re-
moves. Now as, in addition to these, it produces in
its direct action violent headaches, giddiness, pain in
the stomach, great diminution of the vital powers,
sense of dissolution and the near approach of death,
a diminution of the rapidity of the heart’s beats by
one half, and reduction of the vital temperature, it
may easily be guessed in what kind of madness it
will be of service; and that it has in fact been useful
in some kinds of this disease, many observations
testify, only their particular symptoms have not been
recorded. In the glands it creates an itching and
painful sensation, which accounts for its efficacy in
glandular swellings.

It produces, as I have seen, inflammation of the
Meibomian glands, and is a certain cure for such
inflammations. Moreover, as it appears to depress
the circulation, so does it seem to excite the absor-
bent vessels, and to be most serviceable where both
are too torpid. The former it assists by virtue of
similarity, the latter by virtue of antagonism of
action. But as the direct action of foxglove persists
so long (there are examples of its lasting five or six
days), it may, as an antagonistically acting remedy,
take the place of a permanent curative agent. The
last observation is in reference to its diuretic pro-
perty in dropsy ; it is antagonistic and palliative, but
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or at most every two days, but the more rarely the
longer it has been used. (During the continuance
of its direct action, cinchona bark must not be pre-
seribed ; it increases the anxiety caused by foxglove,
as I have found, to an almost mortal agony.)

The pansy violet (viola tricolor) at first increases
cutaneous eruptions, and thus shows its power to
produce skin diseases, and consequently to cure the
same effectually and permanently.

Ipecacuanha is used with advantage in affections
against which nature herself makes some efforts, but
is too powerless to effect the desired object. 1In these
ipecacuanha presents to the nerves of the upper orifice
of the stomach, the most sensitive part of the organ
of vitality, a substance that produces a most uncon.
genial disgust, nausea, anxiety, thus acting in a simi-
lar manner to the morbid material that is to be
removed. Against this double attack, nature exerts
antagonistically her powers with still greater energy,
and thus, by means of this increased exertion, the
morbid matter is the more easily removed. Thus
fevers are brought to the crisis, stoppages in the
viscera of the abdomen and of the chest, and in the
womb, put in motion, miasmata of contagious dis-
eases expelled by the skin, cramp relieved by the
cramp that ipecacuanha itself produces, their tension

of foxglove, and it was a matter of surprise that she died from
such small doses, after vomiting for six days. It must be remem-
bered, however, that it was the same as if she had taken eighteen
grains at one dose.
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and freedom restored to vessels disposed to hemor-
rhage from relaxation, or from the irritation of an
acrid substance deposited in them, &c. But most
distinctly does it act as a similarly acting remedy to
the disease sought to be cured, in cases of chronic
disposition to vomit without bringing anything away.
Here it should be given in very small doses, in order
to excite frequent nausea, and the tendency to vomit
goes off more and more radically at each dose, than
it would with any palliative remedy.

Some benefit may be anticipated in some kinds of
chronic palpitation of the heart, &c., from the admi-
nistration of the rose-bay (nerium oleander), which
has the power of causing palpitation, anxiety, and
fainting. It causes swellings of the abdomen and
diminution of the vital temperature, and seems to be
a most powerful vegetable.

The morbid symptoms produced by the nerium anti-
dysentericum are not sufficiently known to enable us
to assign the cause of its real remedial powers; but
as it primarily increases the stools, it apparently sub-
dues diarrhceas as a similarly acting remedy.

The bear's-berry (arbutus wva wrsi) has actually,
without possessing any acridity perceptible to the
senses, not unfrequently increased the difficulty of
passing water, and the involuntary flow of urine, by
some power peculiar to itself; thereby showing that
it has a tendency to produce such affections, and
hence, as experience also testifies, it is capable of
curing similar disorders in a permanent manner,
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The golden-flowered rhododendron (rhododendron
chrysanthum) shows, by the burning, formicating,
and shooting pains it produces in the parts affected,
that it is certainly fitted to relieve, by similarity of
action, pains in the joints of various kinds, as expe-
rience also teaches. It causes difficulty of breathing
and cutaneous eruptions, and thus it will prove useful
in similar disorders, as also in inflammation of the
eyes, because it produces lacrymation and itching of
the eyes.

The marsh-tea (ledum palustre) causes, as I have
ascertained, among other effects, difficult, painful
respiration ; this accounts for its efficacy in hooping
cough, probably also in morbid tightness of the chest.
Will it not be useful in pleurisy, as its power of so
greatly diminishing the temperature of the blood (in
its secondary action) will hasten recovery ? It causes
a painful shooting sensationin all parts of the throat,
as I have observed, and hence its uncommon virtues
in malignant and inflammatory sore throat. Equally
specific is, as I have noficed, its power of causing
troublesome itching in the skin, and hence its great
efficacy in chronic skin diseases.

The anxiety and the faintings it occasions may prove
of use in similar cases. As a transitory and antago-
nistically acting powerful diuretic and diaphoretic
remedy, it may cure dropsies; more certainly, how-
ever, acute, than chronic.

On some of these properties depends its reputation
in dysentery. But were they real cases of dysentery,
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and the voluntary power of the mind suffer in sensa-
tions, capability of judgment and of acting. Hence,
inattention to external disagreeable circumstances,
to pain, &ec. 'This condition, however, does not last
long. It is gradually followed by loss of ideas,
the pictures of fancy fade by degrees, there super-
vene relaxation of the fibre, sleep. If the use of
elevated doses is continued, the consequences (indi-
rect secondary action) are, weakness, sleepiness,
listlessness, grumbling, discomfort, sadness, loss of
memory (insensibility, imbecility ), until a new exci-
tation by opium, or something similar, is produced.
In the direct action, the irritability of the fibre seems
to be diminished in the same proportion as its tone
is increased ; in the secondary action, the latter
18 dimimished, the former increased.* The direct
action prevents the mind still more than the se-
condary action from taking cognizance of sensations
(pain, sorrow, &c.), and hence its great pain-sub-
duing power.

(In cases where the direct action as a cordial is
necessary, 1t will be requisite to repeat the adminis-

* There oceurs a marked sensitiveness, especially for things
that produce disagreeable eflects, for fright, grief, fear, for incle-
ment weather, &c. If the mobility of the fibre which occurs
secondarily is called increased irritability, I have nothing to
object to the term ; its seat of action, however, is but small: it is
either that the fibre is too relaxed, and cannot contract much, or
that it is in a too contracted condition, and is relaxed easily
indeed, but not sufficiently, consequently is incapable of making

any powerful effort. In this condition of the fibre, the tendency
to chronic inflammation is unmistakeable.
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Before illustrating this employment of opium, 1
must say something appropriate to the subject, con-
cerning the nature of syphilis, and introduce here
what I have to say concerning mercury.

Syphilitic disease depends upon a virus, which,
besides other peculiarities that it developes in the
human body, has an especial tendency to produce
inflammatory and suppurating swellings of the glands
(to weaken the tone?) to make the mechanical
connexion of the fibres so disposed to separation,
that numerous spreading ulcers arise, whose incur-
able character may be known by their round figure;
and lastly, to increase the irritability. Now, as
such a chronic disease can only be cured by a remedy
capable of developing a disease of similar character,
no more efficacious remedy could be conceived than
mercury.

The most remarkable power of mercury consists
in this, that in its direct action it irritates the glan-
dular system, (and leaves behind it glandular indura-
tions as its secondary indirect action,) weakens the
tone of the fibres and their connexion, and disposes
them to separation in such a manner, that a number
of spreading ulcers arise, whose incurable nature is
shown by their round form; and lastly, increases
uncommonly the irritability (and sensibility). Ex-
perience has confirmed it as a specific; but as there
does mot exist any remedy exactly similar to the
disease, so the mercurial disease (the changes and
symptoms it usually produces in the body) 1s still

M
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soft parts only, but also of the bones; it first cor-
rodes the most spongy and concealed bones, and this
caries is only aggravated the more rapidly by the
continued use of the metal. Wounds which have
arisen from external violence are changed by the use
of mercury into old ulcers, difficult of cure; a cir-
cumstance that does not occur with syphilis, The
trembling, so remarkable in the mercurial disease,
does not occur in syphilis, From the use of mer-
cury there ensues an insidious, very debilitating fever,
with thirst, and great and rapid emaciation. The
emaciation and weakness from syphilis come on
slowly, and remain within moderate limits. KExces-
sive sensitiveness and sleeplessness are peculiar to
the mercurial disease, but not to syphilis. The most
of these symptoms scem to be owing rather to the
indirect secondary action, than to the direct action of
the mercury.

I have been so circumstantial on this subject,
because it is often very difficult* for the practitioner
to distinguish the chronic mercurial disease from the
symptoms of syphilis; and thus he will be apt to
consider symptoms as belonging to that disorder,
whilst they are only mercurial, and go on treating
them with mercury, whereby so many patients are
destroyed ; chiefly, however, because my object is to

# Stoll (Rat. Med. Part I11. p. 442,) doubts if there are cer-
tain signs of a perfectly cured syphilitic disease, i. e., he him-
self knew not the signs whereby this disease is distingunishable from
the mercurial disease.

M 2
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increased irritability, weakness of the tone, easy
separation of the solids, and difficult curability of
wounds, trembling, emaciation of the body, drowsy
sleeplessness, are very similar to the symptoms of
the mercurial disease; and only in this do they differ,
that those of mercury, when they are severe, last for
years, often for a lifetime, whilst those of opium last
but hours or days. Opium must be used for a long
time, and in enormous doses, for the symptoms of
its secondary action to last for weeks, or longer.
These abbreviated secondary effects of opium, whose
duration is limited to a short time, are thus the true
anfidote of the mercurial secondary effects in their
greatest degree, which are almost unlimited in their
duration; from them alone, almost, can one expect
a permanent, true recovery. These secondary actions
can develope their curative power during the whole
treatment, in the interval betwixt the repetition of
the doses of opium, as soon as the first direct action
of each dose is passed, and when its use is discon-
tinued.

Lead produces, in its primary action on the de-
nuded nerves, (belonging to muscular action?) a
violent tearing pain, and (thereby?) relaxes the
muscular fibre to actual paralysis; it becomes pale
and withered, as dissection shows, but its external
sensibility still remains, though in a diminished
degree. Not only is the power of contraction of the
affected fibres diminished, but the motion that still
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the latter, however, permanently, as a similarly-acting
remedy.

From the above idea of the nature of the lead
disease, it will be seen that the service this metal
(lead) has afforded, when cautiously used in diseases,
depends entirely on its antagonistic, though uncom-
monly long-lasting, action, the consideration of which
does not belong to this Essay.

The true nature of the action of arsenic has not
yet been accurately investigated. This much I have
myself ascertained, that it has a great tendency to
excite that spasm in the blood-vessels, and the shock
in the nervous system, called febrile rigor. If it be
given in a pretty large dose (one-sixth or one-fifth of
a grain) to an adult, this rigor becomes very evident.
This tendency makes it a very powerful remedy as a
similarly-acting medicine in intermittent fever, and
this all the more, as it possesses the power, observed
by me, of exciting a daily-recurring, although always
weaker, paroxysm, even although its use be discon-
tinued. In typical diseases of all kinds, (in peri-
odical head-ache, &ec.,) this type-exciting property of
arsenic in small doses (one-tenth to at most one-sixth
of a grain in solution) becomes valuable, and will, I
venture to guess, become invaluable to our perhaps
bolder, more observant, and more cautious posterity.
Asits action lasts several days, so, frequently-repeated
doses, be they ever so small, accumulate in the body
to an emormous, a dangerous dose. If, then, it be
found necessary to give a dose daily, each successive






ON THE HOM@EOPATHIC PRINCIPLE. 161

from persons suffering from the effects of arsenic,
more especially such as had a too inspissated blood
_before the use of this metallic acid. But not only
does it diminish the vital heat, and the tone of the
muscular fibre, but also, as I think I have fairly
proved to myself, the sensibility of the nerves.
(Thus, in cases of maniacs, with tense fibre, and
inspissated blood, a small dose of it procures quiet
sleep, in its capacity of an antagonistically-acting
substance, where all other remedies fail. Persons
poisoned by arsenic are more composed about their
state, than might be expected. Thus, it generally
seems to kill more by extinguishing the vital power
‘and sensibility, than by its corrosive and inflammatory
power, which is only local and circumscribed. This
being borne in mind, the rapid decomposition of the
bodies of those poisoned by arsenic, like cases of
death by mortification, will be readily comprehended. )
It weakens the absorbent system, a circumstance
whence, perhaps, we may one day derive some curative
power (as a similarly or as an antagonistically-acting
remedy ?), but which must be always a powerful
objection to its long-continued use. 1 would direct
attention to its peculiar power of increasing the
irritability of the fibre, especially of the system of
the vital functions. Hence cough, and hence the
above-mentioned chronic febrile actions.

When arsenic is used for a length of time, and in
pretty large doses, it seldom fails, especially if dia-
phoretics and a heating diet be used simultancously,
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shall mention a plant, which in violence and con-
stancy of action, deserves to be placed alongside the
mineral poisons ; I allude to the yew (tazus baccata).
Great circumspection must be employed in the use of
its various parts, more particularly of the bark of the
tree when in flower; the cutaneous eruptions, with
signs of gangrenous decomposition of the fibre, which
sometimes occur several weeks after the last dose,
the fatal catastrophe that sometimes takes place sud-
denly, sometimes several weeks, after the last dose,
with symptoms of mortification, &e., teach us this.
It produces, it appears, a certain acridity in all the
fluids, and an inspissation of the lymph; the vessels
and fibres are irritated, and yet their functions are
more impeded than facilitated. The scanty evacua-
tions, accompanied by tenesmus, the dysuria, the
viscid, salt, acrid saliva, the viscid, feetid sweat, the
cough, the flying, acute pains in the limbs after per-
spiration, the podagra,* the inflammatory erysipelas,
the pustules on the skin, the itching and redness of
the skin, underneath which the glands lie, the arti-
ficial jaundice, the horripilation, the continued fever,
&ec., it produces, are all proofs of this. But the
observations are not accurate enough to enable us to
determine which is the primary, which the secon-
dary action. The direct action seems to continue for
a considerable time. A lax, unexcitable state of the
fibres and vessels, especially of those belonging to

* Goutin the feet. (Ed.)












ON THE HOM@EOPATHIC PRINCIPLE. 167

from seven to eight hours, excepting in cases of serious
effects from very large doses.

The black hellebore (helleborus niger) causes, if
used for a long time, severe head-aches, (hence, pro-
bably, its power in some mental affections, also in
chronic head-aches,) and a fever; hence its power in
quartan fever, and hence also, partly, its efficacy in
dropsies, the worse kinds of which are always accom-
panied by remitting fever, and wherein it is so useful,
aided by its diuretic power. (Who can tell whether
this belongs to its primary, or, as I am inclined to
think, its secondary action? This latter is allied to
its property of exciting to activity the blood-vessels
of the abdomen, rectum, and uterus.) Its power of
causing a constrictive, suffocating sensation in the
nose, would lead us to prescribe it in similar cases
(as I once did in a kind of mental disease). The
frequency with which it is confounded with other
roots is the reason why we are only in possession of
these few true data of its effects.

The boring, cutting pain that the internal use of
the meadow anemone (anemone prafensis) causes in
weak eyes, led to its successful employment in amau-
rosis, cataract, and opacity of the cornea. The cut-
ting head-ache caused by the internal employment of
the inflammable, erystalline salt obtained by distilla-
tion with water, would lead us to employ this plant
in a similar case. Most likely it is on this account
that it once cured a case of melancholia.

The clove gilliffower (gewm wrbanum), besides its
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exhausted,* and in the secondary action the contrac-
tility of the muscular fibre and the vital power sink
in the same degree as they had previously been ex-
alted. 'There follow cold, relaxation, paralysis,—
which also, however, soon pass off.

(Cherry-laurel water has now and then been used
as a domestic analeptic,t in debility of the stomach
and body, that is, as an oppositely-acting palliative,
and, as might have been guessed, with had effect.
The result was paralysis and apoplexy.)

More remarkable, and peculiarly belonging to our
subject, is the curative power of its direct action
(which consists in a kind of febrile paroxysm) in
intermittent fever, especially, if I mistake not, in

This is proved by the case recorded by Madden, of excessive
anxiety in the region of the stomach (the probable region of the
chief organ of the vital power) of a person killed in a few minutes
by a large dose of cherry-laurel water. That iu this brief space of
time, the whole series of phenomena that follow a not fatal dose,
cannot make their appearance, 15 easily understood ; yet it is pro-
bable that changes and impressions, similar to those of the direct
action I have described from nature, do actually take place in the
animal organism, in this short time (until a few instants before
death, i. e., the few instants that the indirect secondary action
lasts). Thus, electrical phenomena may be seen, when they can
be gradually passed before the eyes; but in the lightning rapidly
flashing before us, we scarce can tell what we see or hear.

* A small lizard (lacerta agilis), that had moved about pretty
rapidly for a minute in diluted cherry-laurel water, I placed in
concentrated cherry-laurel water. The motions became instantly
so excessively rapid, that the eye could scarcely follow them for
some seconds ; then there occurred one or two slow convulsions,
and then total loss of motion : it was dead.

t Restorative. (Ed.)
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almost extinguished mobility of the extremities of
the arteries is restored, the heart triumphs over the
previous resistance. The previous slow pulsations
increase in velocity and in fulness, the play of
the circulating system attains, or in some cases
(from larger doses of camphor, from plethora,
&e.,) surpasses its former state,—the pulse becomes
more rapid, and more full. The more motionless
the bloodvessels were previously, the more active
do they now become; the temperature of the whole
body becomes increased, with redness, and uniform,
sometimes profuse, perspiration. The whole process
is ended in six, eight, ten, twelve, or at most twenty-
four hours. Of all the muscular fibres, the mobility
of the intestinal canal returns latest. In every case
where the contractile power of the muscular fibres
greatly preponderates over their power of relaxation,
camphor, as an antagonistically-acting remedy, pro-
cures rapid but only palliative relief; in some manias,
in local and general inflammations, of a pure, of a
rheumatic, and of an erysipelatous character, and in
diseases arising from a chill.

As in pure malignant typhus, the system of the mus-
cular fibre, the sensitive system, and the depressed
vital power, present something analogous to the
direct primary action of camphor, it operates as a
similarly-acting remedy, that is, permanently and
beneficially. The doses must, however, be suf-
ficiently large to produce the appearance of a
still greater insensibility and depression, but given






ON THE HOM@EOPATHIC PRINCIPLE. 175

large doses of camphor; it makes the stomach, whose
irritability was suspended, spasmodically mobile;
there occur convulsions, vomiting, or when given in
clysters, rapid evacuation; but neither does the vital
power become raised, nor do the nerves become re-
lieved from their stupified state, they rather become
more stupified, as I think I have observed. As the
most striking effect of camphor on the nerves con-
sists in this, that all the passions are lulled, and a
perfect indifference to external things, even of the
most interesting character, ocecurs, as I have ascer-
tained, it will accordingly be of service as a simi-
larly-acting remedy in manias, whose chief symptom
18 apathy, with slow, suppressed pulse, and con-
tracted pupil. It is by no means advisable to use it
in manias of every description. Used internally,
camphor removes transitory general and local
mmflammations, and also such as are chronic, in a few
hours; but in the former case, the doses must be very
often repeated to admit of anything efficacious being
performed, 7. e., always a new dose before the secon-
dary action comes on. Torin its secondary action,
camphor does but the more strengthen the tendency
to renewed inflammation, makes it chronic, and pre-
disposes the organism chiefly to catarrhal diseases,
and the bad effects of a chill. Used externally
for a length of time, it can do more good, and
its bad effects may be easily remedied in another
manner.

'The patrons of new medicines generally commit
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an increase of cutaneous eruption, it is more than
probable that it has a tendency to produce such
affections of itself, consequently, that it will be
serviceable in them, which is amply proved by ex-
perience.

The juice of hemp leaves (cannabis sativa) is, it
would seem, a narcotie, similar in action to opium.
This is only in appearance, however, and owing to
the imperfect accounts we have of its pathogenetic
action. I am much mistaken if it do not possess
differences indicative of peculiar medicinal powers, if
we but knew it sufficiently. It produces dimness of
vision; and in the madness caused by it there occur
many phenomena, generally of an agreeable cha-
racter.

It appears as if saffron (erocus sativus), in its di-
rect action, brought down the circulation and vital
heat. Slow pulse, pale face, vertigo, exhaustion,
have been observed. In this stage most probably
oceur the melancholy and head-ache that have been
observed from its action, and in the second stage
(the indirect secondary action), occur the senseless,
extravagant gaiety, the stupefaction of the senses,
the increased action in the arteries and heart, and
lastly, the hemorrhage which is peculiar to it. For
this reason it may be useful in restoring flows of
blood that have been checked, as a similarly-acting
remedy, as its power of increasing the circulation
occurs first in the secondary action; consequently,
the opposite must take place in its direct action. It
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In practice, cases of obstinate vertigo and cephalal-
gia* present themselves, which we are inclined to
avoid treating, from their incurability. The Lolium
appears to be made expressly for the worst of such
cases, probably also for imbecility, the opprobrium
of medicine. In deafness and amaurosis something
may be hoped from its use.

Squill (scilla maritima) appears to cause a long-
continued irritation in the body ; the mode of opera-
tion of which, frem want of accurate observation,
cannot be very well separated into primary and se-
condary action. This irritating power possesses a
tendency to diminish for a long period the capacity
of the blood for calorie, and hence to establish in the
organism a disposition to chronic inflammation.
Whether this power can be applied to useful pur-
poses, instead of being, as hitherto, a stumbling-
block to the use of the drug itself, I am unable, on
account of the obscurity of the subject, to deter-
mine. As, however, this power must certainly have
its limits, at least in the commencement it has only
an acute inflammatory action, and afterwards, espe-
cially after long-continued use, leaves behind it the
insidious chronic inflammatory action ; so it seems to
me to be rather indicated in pure inflammations with
tense fibre, when its use is otherwise required, than
in a cold or hectic inflammatory condition of the
fluids and mobility of the fibre. The incomparable

% Head-ache. (Fd.)
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of the whole body ; d. cutaneous eruptions, desqua-
mation of the skin; e. a formicating sensation in the
hands and fingers, tonic cramps; f. constriction of
the gullet, of the larynx, sense of suffocation ; ¢. ri-
gidity of the tongue, tough mucus in the mouth;
h. constriction of the chest; 7. pleuritic symptoms ;
k. cramp in the calves; I an anxious, gnawing sen-
sation in the stomach, nausea ; . gripes, and cutting
pains here and there in the bowels ; n. great general
anxiety ; o. vertigo; p. head-ache (confusion of the
head) ; ¢. violent thirst. On passing into the indi-
rect secondary action, the tonic cramps resolve them-
selves into clonic cramps ; there occur, r. trembling ;
s. stammering; #. convulsions of the eyes; w. hic-
cough ; v. sneezing (from the internal use); w. vo-
miting (when at its height, black, bloody vomiting);
x. painful, scanty evacuations, with tenesmus; . lo-
cal, or (from large doses) general convulsions ; 2. cold
(from large doses, bloody) sweat; aa. watery diure-
sis; bb. ptyalism ;* cc. expectoration ; dd. general
coldness ; ee. marked weakness ; ff. fainting ; gg. long
profound sleep.—Some of the symptoms of its direct
action, l. m. n. p. q., would lead us to use it in dysen-
teric fever, if not in dysentery. The mania it causes,
together with some symptoms of its direct action, e. f.
g. h. n. q., would lead us to employ 1t in hydropho-
bia, with hopes of a good result. A dog to which it
was given had true rabies, lasting eight minutes.

* Salivation. (Ed.)
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morning, which he continued for four weeks, with
the gradual cessation of all his sufferings: his ma-
lady had lasted four years or more,—A woman, thirty-
five years of age, after having had many epileptic
attacks during her pregnancies, was affected a few
days after her last delivery with furious delirium and
general convulsions of the limbs. She had been
treated for ten days with emetics and purgatives,
without effect. At midnight every night she was
attacked by fever, with great restlessness, during
which she tore all the clothes off her body, especially
what she had about her neck. China always made
the fever a few hours later, and increased the thirst
and anxiety; the expressed juice of stramonium,
used according to Bergius’ method, soon quelled the
convulsions, and produced some rational hours, in
which it was ascertained that her worst symptom
(except the fever) was the suffocating feeling in the
throat and chest; besides pains in all her limbs.
More, however, it could not do; on the contrary, ifs
continued use seemed rather to increase the last men-
tioned serious symptoms ; the face was swollen, the
anxiety infinite, the fever greater. Emetics did no
good ; opium caused sleeplessness, increased the rest-
lessness, the urine was dark-brown, the bowels much
constipated. Blood-letting, which was evidently not
adapted for this case, was, moreover, contra-indi-
cated by the excessive weakness. The deliria re-
turned, notwithstanding the extract of stramonium,
with increased convulsions and swelling of the feet.






ON THE HOM@EOPATHIC PRINCIPLE. 185

Sabadilla seeds cause confusion of the intellect and
convulsions, which it can also cure ; the peculiarities
of its action, however, are not yet known. It also
causes a creeping sensation through all the limbs, as
I have experienced, and is said to produce pain in the
stomach and nausea.

The agaric (agaricus muscarius) produces, as far
as I can ascertain, a furious and drunken mania,
(combined with vengeful, bold resolves, disposition
to make verses, to prophesy, &c.) exaltation of the
strength, trembling and convulsions, in its primary
direct action; and weariness, sleep, in its secondary
action. It has therefore been employed with benefit
in epilepsy (caused by fright), combined with trem-
bling. It will remove mental affections and posses-
sion, similar to those it causes. Its direct action
lasts from twelve to sixteen hours.

The nutmeg (myristica aromatica) diminishes the
irritability of the whole body, but especially that of
the primee vie, for a considerable time. (Does it
not increase the nuntriictile power of the muscular
fibre, especially of the prime vie, and diminish its
capability of relaxing %) In large doses it causes
an absolute insensibility of the nervous system, ob-
tuseness, immobility, loss of reason, for its direct
action ; head-ache and sleep for its secondary action.
It possesses heating properties. May it not be useful
in imbecility, combined with laxity and irritability of
the prime vie ?—against the first as a similarly,
against the second as an antagonistically-acting re-
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corn and meal arriving from America, and the conti-
nent,* prices declined most rapidly, and the supply
even in the most backward places became abundant,
from which time the previously numerous instances
of death by starvation became more and more rare,
finally disappearing as the system of out-door relief
under the new Poor-Law Act came into operation,
towards June and July.

As might have been expected, disease rapidly
followed in the track of famine,+ adding fresh
victims to the ravages of the latter, prolonging
(or renewing) the period of suffering and affliction.

Dysentery had appeared early in that fearful
winter, increasing in amount until spring (the time
most to be dreaded for epidemics), when fever followed,
and the entire of Ireland became covered with a
widely-devastating pestilence, by which numbers of
the clergymen of all persuasions, medical men, and
the resident gentry, who had devoted themselves to
the relief of their afflicted fellow-creatures, fell vietims
to their benevolent exertions.}

* In the last week of March, it was estimated that in the
harbour of Cork alone, upwards of 250 vessels were lying, con-
taining nearly 50,000 tons of Indian corn, and a fall in price of
three to four pounds a ton took place within a few weeks.— The
Irish Crisis,” in Edinburgh Review, January 1848.

1 The connection between famine and fever will be resumed in
another place.

1 The week after my arrival in Bantry, the Rev. Dr. Trail, of
Skull (10 miles from Bantry), died of exhaustion, consequent
upon repeated attacks of the epidemic, caught in close attendance
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of the present work, the idea instantly flashed upon
him, that a more noble field on which to test the powers
of Homceeopathy could not have been presented. He
accordingly requested Mr. Heurtley, the Honorary
Secretary of the English Homceopathic Association,
with which he and that gentleman were then con-
nected, to summon a meeting of the Committee, with
the view of proposing that a homceopathic practi-

tioner should be immediately despatched, at the ex-
pense of the Association, to the scene of destitution,

with instructions for him to proceed at once to Ban-
try or Skibbereen, or whichever might prove the
most infected distriet, and there to offer his gratuitous
aid, without any other limit than that which would
be occasioned by the exhaustion of his own physical
powers. This proposal was at once hailed by the
Committee, and after an attempt at opposition from
two persons, whose motives subsequently transpired,
and from whom the leading friends of Homceopathy
have subsequently disconnected themselves, it was
immediately adopted and carried into execution.
The party selected for the arduous mission was Mr.
Joseph Kidd, an Irishman, but a member of the
London College of Surgeons, and this gentleman
joyfully undertook its duties without the slightest
prospect of remuneration, and in the full conscious-
ness of all the appalling circumstances with which he
would be called upon to contend. He knew that in
the midst of the ordinary difficulties of his task he
would be assailed by the cries for food of the miser-
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mass of exaggeration, drawing the erowding horrors
of all other centuries into one hapless period and
locality. Even, however, with all this, and the
glimpses of misery I had caught since my arrival in
Cork, I was totally unprepared for the ghastly sights
which encountered us at every step.

In a very short time we saw some hundreds of cases
of fever and dysentery lying in the most helpless and
destitute condition. In many of the wretched huts,
every inmate lay abandoned to their fate. Fever and
dysentery side by side on the same scanty pile of
decomposing straw, or on the cold earthen floor,
without food or drink. Ina few cases we saw fever
patients exposed under the lee of houses or walls,
half protected from the inclemencies of that climate
(proverbially a moist one) by a few furze bushes.
Entering one house, our eyes met the coffins with
sliding bottoms,* which it had been found necessary
to introduce, and which in this instance were em-
ployed to remove two of four vietims to fever in one
family, having been used for the others a few days
previously, leaving two more almost in a lifeless
condition in the midst of the same virulent disease.t

* Owing to the enormous increase of mortality at Bantry, and
several other places, it became almost impossible to procure coffins
for the dead, which obliged the Relief Committee to have coffins
made with moveable bottoms, Horses and men were employed
to carry the dead in these coffins to the grave-yard, where they
were buried in large pits, one of which, it is stated, contained
nearly 500 bodies, before it was closed in June or July, all of
whom had died in the workhouse alone.

t These two were amongst the first cases whose treatment I

Q
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from the close atmosphere of peat-smoke and fever-
miasm to the open air,

At the conclusion of the day’s work, with face,
hands, and clothes begrimed with smoke and dirt,
would I reach home, with the same ordeal to pass
through on the morrow, and every day ; and yet, not-
withstanding such exposure to the most fruitful
sources of contagion, I escaped most perfectly,
although the only precautions observed were, an
hour’s walk every morning over the hills of that
beautiful country, and moderation in living.

I shall now proceed with the history, description,
and treatment of fever and dysentery in Bantry,
in so far as it fell under my observation.

The history of fever, as it appeared in Ireland
during the spring and summer of 1847, is highly
interesting in its medical relations, and also in the
very important and instructive lessons of political
economy, deducable from the very close connexion
which it has proved to exist between famine and
fever.

A warm controversy has been carried on as to this
connexion by two very able physicians in Dublin,
Dr. Corrigan, of the Whitworth and Hanwick Fever
Hospitals, and my friend Dr. H. Kennedy, of the
Cork Street Fever Hospital. The former published
a pamphlet in 1845,* ascribing the production of

* On Famine and Fever, as Cause and Effect in Ireland, with
Observations on Hospital Location, and the Dispensation in Out-

Q 2
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epidemic diseases. His arguments are, that the
epidemic tendency to fever and various other diseases
(small-pox, scarlatina, &ec.) had commenced before
the famine, that these epidemic diseases had in most
cases extended into other countries, far removed from
the seat of famine; and that the same influence had
also affected the lower animals with peculiar diseases.

Fever became prevalent in Bantry and its neigh-
bourhood in the beginning of February, and con-
tinued to increase till the end of May, when it
commenced to decline, both in frequency and in
virulence, the amount in June being considerable,
while in July and August a most rapid diminution
took place, amounting, indeed, almost to a total
disappearance.*

The causes of fever have been generally divided
into predisposing and exciting,t the former being
those which induce or cause changes in the system
(as improper and insufficient food, by lowering the
general standard of health, and causing depression
of the mind and spirits), that render the individual
more susceptible of the disease, when exposed to an

* Fever and dysentery have been again prevalent there this
year, but to a slight degree, compared with the previous year.

1 Predisposing causes have been also named internal, or belong-
ing to the system, that is, that the changes produced in the condi-
tion of the solids and fluids of the body and of the moralé of the
mind by those causes, ave the true predisposing causes, and not
their direct agency. FExciting causes have also been named
external, their agency being direet, and from without (as contagion,
or exposure to cold and wet).
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The most prevailing type of fever in Bantry was con-
tinued fever ; there was also a good deal of typhus with
extreme nervous depression and debility ; also some
cases of inflammatory typhus with furious delirium,
raving, and other evidences of cerebral implication.

Continued fever generally commenced (in most
cases after exposure to contagion) with languor, mus-
cular exhaustion, and mental depression with head-
ache ; after a few days becoming more thoroughly
developed, with increase in frequency of pulse, (al-
though the strength and volume were very deficient)
dryness and heat of skin, heaviness and dull aching
pain over the frontal region in the eyes and eyelids,
constant thirst with dryness of mouth, white, brown-
ish, or yellow coating of the tongue, loss of appetite,
nausea, vomiting, with painful sensibility of the epi-
gastrium, constipation, urine in general very little
changed in quality, rather deeper in colour, but with-
out deposit, and scanty.

In many cases chest symptoms appeared, with
cough of various characters, either dry and hard,
with thick whitish phlegm, difficult of expulsion, with
or without pricking pains in the chest on coughing,
or full and shaking, with copious, thick, yellowish-
white expectoration. In some cases the cough was
attended with obstruction of breathing, and thick,

occasionally obliged to leave without it till the next day; it was a
matter of perfect certainty, that most of those remaining even to
that time had not tasted food of any sort since the corresponding
hour the day (or night) previously.
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tenacious, muco-sanguineous expectoration, and dull
or acute pains in the chest.

Almost invariably, in the early stages of this va-
riety of fever, appeared aching or shooting pains in
the extremities (mostly in the lower), aggravated by
movement, and attended with tenderness and pain in
the muscular portion of the limbs; the sleep was
generally disturbed at night, either by the teasing
cough setting in towards midnight, or by general
anxiety and restlessness.

The first symptom of amendment was generally
seen in diminution of the frequency of pulse, gradu-
ally followed by amelioration of the pains in the head
and limbs, in the cleaning of the tongue around its
edges, returning appetite, softness and coolness of
skin, and sleep, till convalescence became established
(about the sixteenth to twentieth day).

The medicines used by me in the treatment of this
class of fever cases were aconite, bryonia, and bella-
donna. In many cases, towards the middle and lat-
ter stages, it was found necessary to administer nua
vomica; in some cases, also, rhus fowicodendron
was resorted to. Several other medicines were used
in isolated cases, and against particular symptoms.

The approach and progress of typhus differed very
much from continued fever; from the very com-
mencement the heat of skin and acceleration of pulse
being very inconsiderable, and in the middle and lat-
ter stages being almost invariably below the natural
standard. For two or three days the patient would
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or with stupid, heavy insensibility, and incoherence
of speech.* 'The eyes appeared dull, inanimate, and
listless, with the head instinctively turned from the
light. In a few cases, towards their termination, a
peculiar sort of stolid deafness supervened, which
gradually disappeared as convalescence advanced.

Almost invariably, the lower extremities were com-
plained of as being dead and numbed, rendering the
least motion impossible (but without any actual pain),
the feet and legs feeling cold and damp.

General debility and prostration set in early in the
disease, and proved the most obstinate of the symp-
toms.

In most cases sleep was disturbed or absent for
many days and nights, with general restlessness, fre-
quently caused by teasing cough, most usually com-
ing on about midnight. In a few cases the cough
was attended with obstruction of breathing, and
sharp or dull pains in the chest, or with abundant
mucous expectoration, which the patient had much
difficulty in expelling.

The first symptoms of improvement generally ap-
peared about the fourteenth or fifteenth day, in the
condition of the tongue, the dry glazed appearance
becoming interspersed with patches of moist redness,
and the uniform white paste-like layer breaking off
in flakes, exposing the natural pale-red appearance
of the tongue below. Gradually sleep visited the

* Where consciousness existed in this period, there was great
mental anxiety and depression, with restlessness and want of sleep.
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of shorter duration than the original. This gene-
rally occurred about the second or third day after all
traces of the original fever had disappeared, and in
most instances the one single cause (improper food)
could be traced, which the first glance at its symp-
toms immediately confirmed, In a few, exposure to
cold in the open air, or to draughts of cold air in their
houses, proved the exciting cause.

Every possible effort was made to guard against
this disagreeable consequence, by restraining the
patients to bed, or to the room, as long as a symptom
of fever remained, and by giving careful directions as
to diet, also by explaining the dangerous nature of
the relapse fever; but in many cases (as might natu-
rally have been expected) without avail, as convales-
cents after fever generally feel a very sharp appetite
for the first few weeks, to restrain which would have
required more philosophy and reasoning powers than
those wretched creatures could be supposed to have
possessed, particularly at such a time, with the dread
of actual starvation impending over them,

The food found to agree best with convalescents
was rice, boiled in water, or milk (rarely) ; in some
cases white bread and milk, boiled or not. These,
however, were obtainable in a very small number of
instances.* With few exceptions, therefore, the

* Towards the close of my labours in Bantry, the humane
exertions of Mr. Sampson enabled me to obviate this me-
lancholy want, the Commitltee of the * British Association
for the Relief of the Destitute in Treland,” having through his
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lapse fever was from four to eight days, when the
nausea and pain at the epigastrium diminished, and
the tongue became clean, with gradual disappearance
of the other symptoms.

Nux vomica was found to be the most certain and
useful medicine in these cases, (sometimes preceded
by a few doses of aconite,) under its action the
tongue becoming rapidly clean, the skin cool, and the
head-ache disappearing, so that in a few days the
patient was again in a fair way towards recovery, but
with an increased degree of weakness. It was gene-
rally administered every four hours, in solution in
water (the tincture), the intervals being gradually
lengthened to twelve or twenty-four hours. Bryonia
and arsenicum were also used.

Two or three cases suffered a second relapse, and
were again treated with success. There were instances
even of a third relapse.

Relapse followed typhus much less frequently, in
proportion to the number of cases, than continued
fever, which happy immunity was principally owing
to the return of strength being more gradual, and the
appetite not being so soon restored, which rendered
the convalescents more careful in taking food, and in
going into the open air.

Where relapse did follow typhus, i1t approached
more closely in character to the original fever than
did the relapse of continued fever to its original type,
and, as might have been expected, with an increased
degree of debility and exhaustion, which rendered it
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food, (flour, oatmeal, &ec.,) and to the scarcity of
milk, from the fatality amongst cattle during the
winter. That Indian meal is a nutritious article of
food, is undeniable (particularly well fitted for those
at active labour), but it is equally undeniable, that
it was the cause of much suffering and sickness,
which may in a great degree be ascribed to its
improper preparation, the grain being very coarsely
ground, with the bran generally unseparated (which
is far more irritating than the bran of wheaten flour),
and the meal thus obtained, used, either boiled in
water, or made into hard, flat cakes, in either mode
alike indigestible.

The distribution of food from the Relief Com-
mittee, in the shape of porridge (made of various
kinds of meal boiled in water, with salt, spices, and
a faint trace of salt meat), also helped to produce
and keep up dysentery.

The actual change of diet must also be considered
as a powerful cause, for in previous years the supply
of potatoes generally fell short, in most parts of
Ireland, during June and July, when oatmeal became
the ordinary article of diet amongst the poor, as
which time every dispensary physician in the country
districts had an unusual amount of cases of gastric
affections applying for treatment. 'These causes com-
bined, the change to a diet of indigestible, badly-
cooked food, insufficient in quantity, with a general
state of mental and physical depression, may be con-
sidered as the origin of dysentery.

R
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ally increased, till in the course of four or five
days all the urgent symptoms of dysentery hecame
developed.

It was in this class of cases that the effects of
merc. corrosivus and nuw v. were best seen, given
singly, in succession, or alternately (according to
each particular case), at intervals varying from two to
six or eight hours. It was seldom found necessary
to give aconite, as the condition of the patient was
rather the reverse of inflammatory, as indicated by
slow and weak pulse, loss of strength, &c. Arsen.
or veratrum, rhus, and china were also used in parti-
cular instances.

Anasarca in the limbs or trunk occasionally accom-
panied and followed dysentery in adults, and con-
tinued for some weeks after the healthy action in
the intestines had been restored. The remedies
used in it were almost the same as those previ-
ously described in the treatment of dropsy following
fever.

Dysentery, as it appeared in children from the
ages of one year to twelve or fourteen, differed in
many respects from the same disease in adults, being
more difficult of cure, and the symptoms peculiarly
characteristic and more severe. Some of the prin-
cipal points of difference were in the character of
pain, in the enormous increase in development of
the abdomen, the voracious appetite, the extreme
degree of emaciation which ensued in most cases,

the rare occurrence of anasarca, the higher ratio
R 2
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shows, by contagion and contact with the Irish por-
tion of the population.

Total number of cases of fever admitted into his
hospital :—

Cases. Deaths. Proportion of Deaths,

Under 15 - - 686 - 59 - - 1inll$
155 t0" S0omssh = BIBE 2 199 i windiini143
30 to 50 - - 683 -104 - - 1 in 6}
Above 50 - - 172 - 45 - - 1 in 3%

2662 287 1in 92

A comparison of the rate of mortality in fever
under homceopathic treatment, with those results, is
very interesting, as being a complete answer to those
who attempt to decry Homceopathy as a system of
“ do-nothing expectant medicine.” This gentleman
tells us, that his treatment (custom ?) was almost
universally to abstain from all interference, and to
remain passively watching the cases, ordering them
free ventilation, cleanliness, and confinement to bed ;
simple diluents, water, or milk and water, being
given as drinks (having found, he says, a simple
saline, given purely as a * placebo” in a few cases, to
do harm). But although he congratulates himself
upon the success attendant upon thus allowing the
cases to take their natural course, undisturbed by
medicine, except where lesions of particular organs
seemed to render it imperative, we are compelled,
when we look upon the rate of mortality—upwards
of 10 per cent.—to acknowledge its great height,
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TESTIMONIALS REGARDING IRISH MISSION.
From the Rev. John Murphy, Vicar of Bantry, to Mr Kidd. -

Glebe House, Bantry.
Mz Dgar Sim, June 20, 1847.
I heard with very great regret of your departure from
Bantry, and I cannot permit it to take place without expressing
my sense of the highly valuable gervices rendered by you, during
a residence of more than two months, to hundreds of our poor
suffering people. The system of medical treatment pursued by
you was eminently successful in arresting the progress of the dis-
eases most prevalent—fever and dysentery, and in quickly restor-
ing the patients to health.

I am sure it will give you pleasure to learn that the blessing of
many & poor man who was ready to perish follows you in your
departure.

Wishing yon abundant success in your profession, and the best
blessing both in time and eternity,

I am, my Dear 8ir, yours very faithfully,
Joux MugrpHY,
Vicar of Bantry.

From the Rev. Thomas P. Morgan, Curate of Glengariff, near
Bantry. -
My DEAR Bin, _

The Relief Committee at Bantry, I was happy to hear,
were too sensible of the benefit the poor of the town and the sur-
rounding neighbourhood derived from your unceasing exertions
among them, to allow any length of time to elapse after your de-
parture, without returning you a vote of thanks for the important
services you rendered them ; and I cannot allow the present oppor-
tunity to pass without adding my humble testimony to theirs.

Considering the extent of disease at the time you came, and the
want of medical assistance, (owing to the illness of one of the
principal physicians,) T really look on your visit as a most provi-
dential one. Of the success of your system of treatment, although
an incompetent judge, T cannot but express what came within my

8
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Dr. J. R. Bennett; Mr. Bryant; Mr. Crisp; Mr. Dendy; Dr. Garrod; Mr. Headland;
Mr. Hutchinson; Mr. Linnecar; Mr. Robarts; Mr, Stedman; Dr. T. Thomson;

Dr, Waller, &c. 8vo. Plates, price Ys.
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BELL ox THE TEETH.—Second Edition.

The Anatomy, Physiology, and Diseases of the Teeth. By Tnomas
Berr, F.R.S. F.I.5. F.G.S. Lecturer on Diseases of the Teeth at Guy’s Hospital, and
Professor of Zoology in King's College.  Second Edifion, Svo, price 14s.  Containing
upwards of 100 Figures, illustrative of the Structure, Growth, Discases, &c. of the Teeth,

e

STOWE'S CHART or POISONS.—Tenth Edition.

A Toxicological Chart, exhibiting at one view the Symptoms, Treatment,
and Mode of Detecting the various Poisons, Mineral, Vegetable, and Animal: to
which are added, Concise Directions for the Treatment of Suspended Animation. By
W. Srowe, M.R.C.8. Varnished and mounted on eloth, with roller, 6s.; or 2s. the
plain Sheet.

ANATOMY ror ARTISTS.

Hand-Book of Anatomy for Students of the Fine Arts. Containing a
Deseription of the Skeleton, and the External Muscles of the Human Figure ; the Action
of each Musele being explained in connection with its Name and Situation. With
Dlustrations on Wood. By J. A. WikeLEr. New Edition, improved, fep. 8vo. 2s. 6d.

A e R R

JOHNSON ox TROPICAL CLIMATES, (Sizth Edit.)

And their Influence on European Constitutions.

With important Additions, by Mz. J. R. MARTIN, late Presidency Surgeon, &e. Caleutta.
Sirth Edifion, 8vo. 18s,

Also by D, JAMES JoHNSON.
PRACTICAL RESEARCHES ox GOUT. 8vo. price 5s. 6d.
A TOUR ¥ IRELAND, with Meditations and Reflections.  8vo. price 8s. 6d.
EXCURSIONS 10 THE PRINCIPAL MINERAL WATERS or ENGLAND. Svo. bs.
CHANGE or AIR, or the Pursuit of Health and Recreation. Fowrth Edition, Bvo. 9s.

ECONOMY or HEALTH, or the Stream of Human Life from the Cradle to the Grave.
Fourth Edition, 8vo. price 6s. 6.

AN ESSAY on INDIGESTION. Tenth Edition, Svo. price Bs, 6d.

LIFE or tHE naTE DR. J. JOHNSON, by his Son, Mr. I. J. JouxsoN. 8Svo. wilh
Portrait, price 2s.
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SIR J. ANNESLEY’s DISEASES or INDIA.—Second Edit.

Sketches of the most Prevalent Diseases of India, comprising a Treatise

on Epidemic Cholera in the East, &e. &. By Sir James Anxpsiey, late of the
Madras Medical Establishment. Second Edition, Svo. price 18s.
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PHARMACOPEIA HOM@EOPATHICA.
By Dr. QUIN. Bvo. price Ts. |i

COOPER’S OSTEOLOGY.

Lectures on Osteology; including the Ligaments which connect the

Bones of the Human Skeleton. By B. B. Coorex, F.R.8. Surgeon to Guy's Hospital,
&e. Bvo. with Plates, price 8s,

KNOX’S ANATOMICAL PLATES.

A Series of Engravings deseriptive of the Anatomy of the Human Body.
Engraved by Epwagp MitengLL,

The Bones, from Sue and Albinus, 4to. cloth, 19s.
The Ligaments, from the Caldanis, 4to. cloth, 12s.
The Muscles, from Cloquet, 4to. cloth, 25s.

!I The Arteries, from Tiedemann, 4to. eloth, 40s.

The Nerves, from Searpa, 4to. cloth, 32s.

DIEFFENBACH o~ tne RESTORATION or Tae NOSE,

And on the Removal of Polypi and other Tumours from the Nostrils.
[l Translated from the German, by Dr. Busaxan. 8vo. 26 Plates, price 12s.

CHANGES PRODUCED BY

CIVILIZATION 1~z tae NERVOUS SYSTEM,

Considered according to the Evidence of Physiology and the Philosophy
of History. By ROBERT VERITY, M.D. Second Edition, Svo. price Gs.

—

THE CLINICAL REPERTORY.

Containing Tabular Forms for the Collection, Arrangement, Comparison,
and Analysis of Pathological and Physiological Phenomena. Designed more especially
for the Use of Medical Officers of the Navy, and in Civil and Military Hospitals.
Affording a Synoptical View of the Connexion and Influence of Meteorological, Topo-

graphical, and other external Agents on Health and Disease; as well as Dietetio and
Medicinal Therapeuties and their Effects. Folio, price 235s,

Alsa,
The Student’s Clinical Memorandum Book ; or, Medical Practitioner’s

Remembrancer and Vade Mecum. Oblong 8vo. price 4s,
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THE ANATOMICAL REMEMBRANCER, (Third Edit.)

Or complete Pocket Anatomist. Containing a concise Description of
the Bones, Ligaments, Muscles, and Viscera; the Distribution of the Nerves, Blood-
vessels, and Absorbents; the Arrangement of the several Fascia; the Organs of Gene-
ration in the Male and Female; and the Organs of the Seuses. 8rd Edif. 32mo. 3s. 6d.

LIZARS® PRACTICAL SURGERY.—New Edition.

A System of Practical Surgery. Corrected and Enlarged, including all
the recent Discoveries and Operations. With numerous Explanatory Plates. By
Jouws Lizars, late Professor of Surgery to the Royal College of Surgeons, and Senior
Operating Surgeon to the Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh. Second Edit, Bvo. 12s. Gd.

SMELLIE'S OBSTETRIC PLATES (New Edition):

Being a Selection from the more Tmportant and Practical Illustrations

contamned in the original work, with Anatomical Deseriptions and Practical Directions.
8vo. price 5.

SELECTA E PRAESCRIPTIS (Tenth Edition, Improved):
Selections from Physicians’ Prescriptions ; contaimng—

Lists of the Phrases, Contractions, &c. used in Prescriptions, with Explanatory Notes.
The Grammatical Construction of Prescriptions.

Rules for the Pronuneiation of Pharmaceutical Terms.

A Prosodiacal Voeabulary of the Names of Drugs.

A Series of (350) Abbreviated Prescriptions, illustrating the nse of the preceding Terms.
A KEy, containing the same in an Unabbreviated Form, with Literal Translation,

82mo. price bs.

ANATOMICAL SKETCHES axp DIAGRAMS.

A Series of Anatomical Sketches and Diagrams : with Descriptions and
References.
By THOMAS WORMALD and A. M. M<WHINNIE,
Teachers of Practical Anatomy at St. Bartholomew’s Hospital. 1 vol. 4to. price £1. Gs.

BOYLE’S DISEASES or AFRICA.
A Practiecal Medico-Historical Account of the Western Coast of Afriea:

together with the Symptoms, Canses, and Treatment of the Fevers and other Diseases of
Western Africa. By James Boyeg, late Colonial Surgeon to Sierra Leone. 8vo. price 12s.

Ox tue CORRELATION or PHYSICAL FORCES :

Being the Substance of a Course of Lectures delivered in the London
Institution. By W. R. GROVE, M.A, F.R.S. Royal 8vo, price 2s. Gd.

BILLING’S MEDICINE.—Fourth Edition,

First Principles of Medicine. By Arcmiparp Briuve, M.D. F.R.S.
Member of the Senate of the University of London; Fellow of the Royal College of
Physicians, &e. Fourth Edition, 8vo. price 10s. 6d.
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REES ox DISEASES or CHILDREN .—Second Edition.

The Diseases of Children ; their Symptoms and Treatment. By Georce |
AveusTus ReEs, M.D. Surgeon to the General Dispensary for Children. Secoud Edition,
12mo. price Hs.

GRAY'’S SUPPLEMENT 1o i PHARMACOP(EIA ;

Being a concise but comprehensive Dispensatory and Manual of Facts
and Formule for the Chemist and Druggist and General Practitioner.
NEW EDITION, by THEOPHILUS REDWOOD,
Professor of Chemistry and Pharmacy to the Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain.
8vo, price £1. 25,

PILCHER ox DISEASES or tne EAR.—Third Edition. "

Revised. 1 volume, octavo, with Plates.—JIn {he press.

JUDD ox SYPHILIS axp URETHRITIS.

A Practical Treatise on Urethritis and Syphilis; including Observations
on the Power of the Menstruous Fluid, and of the Discharge from Leucorrhea and
Sores to produce Urethritis: with a variety of Examples, Experiments, Remedies, and
Cures. By Wirriax H. Jupp, Surgeon in Ordinary to His Royal Highuess Prince
Albert; and Surgeon-Major in the Scots Fusilier Guards. With numerous coloured
Plates. 8vo. price £1. bs.

CHILDS ox GONORRH(EA.

Gonorrheea and its Consequences.  'With a short Historical Sketch of
the Venereal Discase. By G. B. Cuiups, F.R.C.8. Eng. &e. 12mo. price 4s,

CURLING onx TETANTUS.

A Treatise on Tetanus. By T. Brizarp Curring, Lecturer on Surgery

and Assistant-Surgeon to the London Hospital ; Author of * A Treatise on Discases of
the Testis,” &e. Bvo. price Ss.

DERMOTT'S DIAGRAMS or tae PERITONEUM
AND PLEURZE:

With Anatomical Deseriptions.  8vo. coloured, 4s. Gd.
By the same Author,

A Concise ]jcscriytinn of the Locality and Distribution of the Arteries
in the Human Body. 12mo. price 6s. with Plates, ||

COX’S COMPANION ro tae SHIP’S MEDICINE CHEST,

Particularly adapted for Merchant Vessels, Missionaries, and Colonists ;
containing Plain Rules for Taking the Medicines, for Restoring Suspended Animation,
and for Obviating the Effects of Poisons : also Directions for the Treatment of Disloca-
tions and Fractures, and for the Treatment of the Asiatie Cholera.  Twenlieth Edition,

ll revised and enlarged, by R. Davis, M.R.C.S. 18mo. price 2.
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COWDELL o~x PESTILENTIAL CHOLERA.

A Disquisition on Pestilential Cholera; being an Attempt to explain

its Phenomena, Nature, Cause, Prevention, and Treatment, by reference to an extrinsic
Fungous Origin. By Cnoarces Cowperr, M.B. Svo. price 0s, Gd.

BENNETT ox HYDROCEPHALUS.

| An Hssay on the Nature, Diagnosis, and Treatment of Acute Hydro-

| cephalus. By J. Rispox Bensert, M.D. Assistant-Physician to 5t. Thomas's Hospital.
8vo. price Ss.

SAMPSON'S HOMMmEOPATHY.—Second Edition.

Homeeopathy ; its Prineiple, Theory, and Practice.
By Marmapure B, Sawmesow.  Second Edition, enlarged, 8vo. price bs. 6d.

BY THE SAME AUTHOR,

Criminal Jurisprudence considered in relation to Mental Organization.
Second Edition, enlarged, 8vo. price 5s,

CLUTTERBUCK o~ INFLAMMATION.

A Series of Essays on Inflammation and its Varieties. By Hewnny
CrurrerBuck, M.D. Essay I.—The Natural History of the Discase. S8vo. price 3s.
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First Principles of Surgery; being an Outline of Inflammation and its
Effects. By G. T. Mogsan. B8vo. price 18s.

LT

CLOQUET ox HERNIA ;—sy M*"WHINNIE.

An Anatomical Description of the Parts concerned in Inguinal and
Femoral Hernia. Translated by A. M, M*WniN~iE, Teacher of Practical Anatomy
at St. Bartholomew’s Hospital. With Explanatory Notes. Royal 8vo. Plates, price 5s.

LAWRENCE'S ANATOMICO-CHIRURGICAL PLATES.
THE SIZE OF NATURE.

Tue NOSE, MOUTH, LARYNX, axp FAUCES.

Anatomico-Chirurgical Views of the Nose, Mouth, Larynx, and Fauces ;
with Explanations and References, and an Anatomical Deseription of the Parts. By

W. Lawrexce, F.R.S. Surgeon to St. Bartholomew’s Hospital. Folio, price 10s. 6d.
" plain; £1. 1s. eoloured.

Tae MALE axo FEMALE PELVIS.

* ¥ The Subjects were selected by My, Lawrence, who superintended the Dissections,
most of which he exeented himself, and furnished the Deseriptions and Explanatory
References.  Folio, price 10s. 6d. plain; £1. 1s. colonred.
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NEW WORKS |

MEDICINE aNDp SURGERY,

PUBLISHED BY ||

SAMUEL HIGHLEY, 32, FLEET STREET.

Highley's General Medical Catalogue of Modern Works, with their Prices and Dates,
Corrected to January 1848 : fo which is added,
A Crassiriep INDEX of Subjects, and of the Authors who have written on them, Price 1s. ;
or by post, on receipt of 16 postage stamps. “

Ox FRACTURES axp DISLOCATIONS or tae CLAVICLE
Axp SCAPULAR END or tue HUMERUS:

Being the Jacksonian Prize Essay for 1846, "

By THOMAS CALLAWAY, Jun. F.R.C.S5.E.

Demonstrator of Anatomy at Guy’s Hospital, &e. 1 vol. 8vo. illustrated with Plates,
Nearly ready.

MICROSCOPIC ANATOMY or Tae HUMAN BODY

In Health and Disease. Illustrated with Drawings in Colour.
By ARTHUR H. HASSALL, M.B. M.R.C.S5. F.L.5. &e
(Author of a * History of British Fresh-Water Alge.")
In 15 Monthly Parts, price 2s. 6d. each.—13 Parts are now published.

PHILLIPS’ LONDON PHARMACOP®EIA.—Fifth Edit.

A Translation of the Pharmacopeeia Collegii Regalis Medicorum Lon-
dinensis, MDCCCXXXVI., with copious Notes and Illustrations; also a Table of
Chemical Equivalents, By Ricmarp Puiues, FRS. L.&E. Fyfth Edition,
Bvo. price 108, Gd.

AN ANATOMICAL STATUETTE,

Exhibiting the External Muscles of the Human Figure at Full Length,
carcfully Modelled, and EXPRESSLY ADAPTED ror tune USE or ARTISTS, and
others interested in the Study of Anatomy. Accompanied by

A Ky, containing OvrraNe Views of the Statuette in its several Aspeets,
with References to the Names of the Muscles. Price 15s. Height, 27 inches.

AL L et A AL

PARIS’S PHARMACOLOGIA ; (Ninth Edition)

Being an extended Inquiry into the Operations of Medicinal Bodies, I
upon which are founded the Theory and Art of Preseribing. To which are for the first
time appended, very extensive Tables of those Medicinal Substances which are Chemically
and Physiologically incompatible with each other. By J. A. Paris, M.D. F.R.S.
President of the Royal College of Physicians, 8vo. price 20s.

TRAVERS ox INFLAMMATION.

The Physiology of Inflammation and the Healing Process. By “
Bexsamix Travers, F.R.S. Surgeon Extraordinary to the Queen, &e. 8vo. price 7s.

BRITISH & FOREIGN MEDICO-CHIRURG“ REVIEW .
Being a Combination of “The Medico-Chirurgical Review,” and “The ||

British and Foreign Medical Review" formerly edited by Dr. Fornes.
Quarterly, price 65, a Number.

Wilson and Ogilvy, 57, Skinner Strest, London.



Shortly will be Published,

A PRACTICAL COMPANION

TO

HOM@EOPATHIC PRACTICE.

This comprehensive work will be adapted to the immediate requirements of
Medieal men, who have only parfially examined and tested the Hom@®opaTHIC
Law—who from a conseientious conviction of its sublime truths, have been led
to adopt this established practice as the only curative, and truly philosophic
system of Medicine, and who have been urged, by the demands of the publie, to its
exercise, prematurely it may be, its successful application requiring much pre-
paratory labour and diligent study. Not only are the grand truths of the new
science perceived, and the difficulties attending its practical employment acknow:
ledged, but the publication of an iénfelligible work is loudly called for.

The authors trust, that by a brotherly interchange of knowledge, and a mature
Allopathie as well as large Homeaopathic experience, they will be enabled to pro-
duce a valuable work of general and practical utility—which will include many
important affections of every day oceurrence, hitherto omitted, to the great
annoyance of the intelligent reader and inquirer, in the more cumbrous
domestics and manuals of the old and new systems of medicine—whose con-
tents of praeltical and proven value only, will be condensed and retained
in this work. A Chapter also will be devoted to General Hygi2ne—the ordinary
agentsof life—climate, exercige, food, clothing, bathing, &e. &e.

It will be free from all fechnicalities, so as to serve as a guide to Clergymen,
Families, Invalids, and Travellers by sea or land, and upon emergencies, in the
absence of a Medical adviser,

Lastly.—It will comprise brief deseriptions of diseases, their characteristic
symptoms, with plain and positive directions for their treatment, and the selection
of remedies, which will be made from those whose influence over disease has been
verified by NUMEROUS CURES.

“ 5o to HOMMEOPATHY are we indebted for some important new lights in
PATHOLOGY and THERAPEUTICS, — for the increased attention it
has directed to the virtues of a good regimen, and the importance it de-
servedly attaches to the VIS MEDICATRIX NATUR/E.” — Medical
Times.

Orders received by H. BATLLIERE, 219, Regent Street, and W. Heaptaxp,
15, Princes Street, Hanover Square, London; and 63, Hanover Streer,
Edinburgh,


















