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PREFACE.

By much the greater portion of the following letters
has been printed from a volume in the Cottonian Library
in the British Museum, (MS. Cotton. Cleopatra, E. 1v.)
composed of letters and documents, which appear to me
to have been selected at some early period from the
Cromwell papers, so long preserved in the Chapter House
at Westminster, and now lodged partly in the Record
Office at the Rolls House, and partly in the State Paper
Office. 1 have added to these a few documents taken
from other collections in our national repository, and
more especially from the Scudamore Papers, lately added
to the treasures of the British Museum.

I leave these letters to tell their own story. They
throw light on the history of a great event, which changed
entirely the face of society in our island, an event which
I regard as the greatest blessing conferred by Providence
upon this country since the first introduction of the
Christian religion. I will not at present enter into the
history of this revolution, but leave the documents for
others to comment upon. I have suppressed nothing,
for I believe that they contain nothing which is untrue ;
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and the worst crimes laid to the charge of the monks
are but too fully verified by the long chain of historical
evidence reaching without interruption from the twelfth
century to the sixteenth. Those who have studied in
the interior history of this long period the demoralizing
effects of the popish system of confession and absolution
will find no difficulty in conceiving the facility with which
the inmates of the monasteries, at the time of their disso-
lution, confessed to vices from the very name of which
our imagination now recoils. These documents are of
peculiar importance amid the religious disputes which at
present agitate the world; and I think that even the various
lists of the confessions of the monks and nuns of the
several religious houses, entitled comperta, and preserved
in manuscript, ought to be made public. The great
cause of the Reformation has been but ill served by
concealing the depravities of the system which it over-
threw.

I will only add that I have done what I could, under
circumstances, to ascertain the dates of these letters, and
arrange them in chronological order. It was the custom
at this period in dating letters to write the day of the
month without the year, which now gives rise to con-
siderable difficulties. In the description in the Cottonian
Catalogue the dates of these letters are thrown into

almost hopeless confusion.
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THREE CHAPTERS OF LETTERS

RELATING TO THE

SUPPRESSION OF MONASTERIES.

CHAPTER 1.

THE PERIOD PREVIOUS TO THE PASSING OF THE ACT FOR THE
SUPPRESSION OF THE SMALLER MONASTERIES.

AvTHOUGH it is uncertain when the idea of dissolving the Monasteries was first
talked of, it is certain that the axe was first laid to the tree by Cardinal Wolsey, who
obtained grants for suppressing a number of the smaller monasteries in order to found
a college at Oxford (now Christ’s Church) and another at Ipswich. Wolsey himself
(in his letter to the King, printed in Ellis, Orig. Lett. Second Series, ii. p. 18) calls
them ** certain exile * and small monasteries, wherein neither God is served ne religion
kept.”” The zealous Catholics were alarmed by this measure, and justly regarded it as
an example which would not fail to lead to a more general demolition of the religious
houses. Some of the abbots attempted to avert the danger by offering sums of
money for his scholastic foundation instead of the abbey lands, as in the present
example of the abbot of York. There were even some tumultuous outbreaks of
popular dissatisfaction. Grafton (Chron. p. 382, new edit.) says,—** You have heard
before how the Cardinall suppressed many monasteries, of the which one was called
Beggam in Sussex, the which was verie commodious to the countrey : but so befell the
cause, that a riotus company, disguised and unknowne, with painted faces and visers,
came to the same monasterie, and brought with them the chanons, and put them in
their place againe, and promised them that whensoever they rang the bell, that they

* Poor, lean, endowed with small revenues, Lat. exilis, (not alien priories). Itisa
word of no uncommon occurrence in the writers of this age.

CAMD,. 80C. B
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would come with a great power and defend them. Thys doyng came to the eare of the
kings counsayle, which caused the chanons to be taken, and they confessed the capi-
taynes, which were imprisoned and sore punished.” When Wolsey was beginning to
decline in the royal favour, the suppression of these religious houses was one of the
first charges brought against him,

The small monastery of Romburgh or Rumburgh in Suffolk is supposed to have been
founded about the time of the Norman Conquest. It was given by Alan the Savage,
fourth Earl of Richmond and Earl of Britany, about the time of Henry I. to the Abbey
of St. Mary at York, which had been founded about 1078, by Alan Rufus, the first
Earl. At least such is the opinion of antiquaries, who consider the statement in this
letter, that Romburgh wasgiven to the Abbey of York by Alan Niger (the second Earl),
to be erroncons. The cell of Romburgh was suppressed by Wolsey, and the site and
revenues granted to his college at Ipswich in 1528, the date of the present letter.

Edmund Walley, or Whalley, the writer of the letter, was abbot of St. Mary’s at York
from 1521 to 1530,

II

THE ABRBOT OF YORKE TO CARDINAL WOLSEY.

[MS. Cott. Cleop. E. 1v. fol. 46.%]

PreasuTn your grace to understaunde, that I, your pore oratour,
have lately receyvid certen lettres frome our priour of Romeburgh,
with other of our brethren there beinge, by whose purporte I
perceyve that your graces pleasure ys to suppresse the said priory
of Romeburgh, and also to unite, annex, and improper the same
unto the church of Saint Peters in Ipiswiche; and for the ac-
compleshment of the same, as they wryte unto me, your officers
came to the said priory the xjth day of this present moneth ; and
there, after the redinge of certen lettres commissionall not onely
of your grace, bot also of our holy father the pope, and of our
soveraigne lorde the kynge, for the same purpose directed, intered
into the same priory, and that done, toke away as well the goodes
moveable of the said priory, beinge a membre of our monastery,
and gyven unto us by Alen Niger, summe tyme erele of Riche-
mound, and our secounde refounder, by whose gyfte next unto the
kinges grace we have had moost benefyttes, laundes, and pro-
fettes gyven us, by reason whereof we be most notabily charged
with massez, suffragies, and other almouse dedes for hys bene-
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fyttes to us most charytably exhibite, bot also certen munimentes,
evidencez, and specialties, tochinge and apperteynynge unto our
monastery, which we had lately sent unto our said priour and
brethren there, for the tryall of certen laundes and rightus
which lately did depende betwixt us and certen men of worshipp
in Cambridge shyre in contraversie, and yet doith depende unde-
cised, and for none other purpose. In consideracion wherefore,
yf yt might please your grace, forasmuch as we have a greate
parte of our laundes graunted unto us by reason of the said Alen
Niger, whereby we be daly charged as doith appere by compo-
sicion made betwixt us and the said Alen Niger, and also con-
firmed by Boniface the iijth anno sui pont. tercio under certen cen-
sures and paynes with clausis dirogatorye, as more largely by hys
said graunte doith appere, that the said pryory might consiste and
abyde as a membre unto oure monastery, as yt haith done this
thre hundred yeres and more, with your graces favour, your grace
shall not onely put me and my brether to a greate quietude, bot
also take away many sundry doubties and greate perels of the
residew of our laundes graunted unto us by the said erele, which
be right notable, yf the same suppression or alienation no farther
procede ; and, besydes that, minstre unto us & more notable acte
then ye had gyven us ten tymes more laundes then unto the same
priory doith apperteyne and belonge ; for of trueth the rentes and
revenuez unto the same priory belonging doith very lytill sur-
mounte the sum of xxx!i, sterlinge, as far as I perceyve. And yet
towardes your speciall, honourable, and laudable purpose concern-
ynge the erection and foundacion of the said coliege and scole, I
am right interely contentid, for your tenderinge of the premisses,
to gyve unto your grace cce. markes sterlinge, which shall be de-
liverd unto your grace immediately. Most hummely desyring your
grace to accepte my pore mynde towardes your most noble acte,
which shuld be far better yf that my lytill pore [estate] thereunto
wolde extende, protestinge ever that yf your graces pleasure be to
have the said priory to the purpose above recyted, that then with all
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my study, diligence, and labour, I shall continually indever my self
for the accompleshment of the same, accordingly as my dutie ys.
Trustinge ever that your grace will se our pore monastery no
farther hyndred, bot that we may in tyme commyng lyve lyke
religiouse men, and serve Almighty God with our nombre deter-
minate, and hereafter avoide both in law and good conscience all
perells that thereby may ensue; and also pray for our founders,
benefactours, and your good grace, accordingly to the foundacion of
our monastery, as our dutie ys; and so knowith Jhesus, who pre-
serve your most noble grace in high honour and greate pros-
perytie long to continew. Frome our monastery of Yourke, the
xxth day of Septembre.

Your most bownden bedeman, I.pmMmoxD, abbot of Yourke.

To my lorde legates good grace.

The following letter was written in the beginning of the year 1529. The history of
the small priory of black canons at Butley in Suffolk is very obscure, and the list of
priors particularly imperfect. It was founded in 1171, by the celebrated lawyer
Ranulf de Glanvil. Whether Wolsey designed to suppress it or not is uncertain, but

this letter shows the tyranny which the haughty Cardinal exerted over the religious
houses.

11.

RICHARD, BISHOP OF NORWICH, TO CARDINAL WOLSEY.
[From MS. Harl. No. 604, fol. 55.]

In moste humble maner I commende me unto your grace, doynge
the same t'undrestande that I have hard youre message and cre-
dence commytted unto Maister Doctour Stewarde, your chape-
lain, to showe unto me, and have showed unto hym my full myende
therin, the which I doubte not he wull declare unto your grace.

And where the president and convent of the howse of Butley,
sone after the departynge of their late priour and maister there,
prefixed and assigned a day for their election of a new priour, and



















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































