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DEBTORS’ PRISONS—THE QUEEN'S BENCH, w3

for his own pecuniary eircumstances, altogether independent of
this ease, are so ample that they would enable him to move in
what is called fashionable life.

A third class of persons are confined in the Queen's Bench
Prison from adverse circumstances over which they had no con-
trol. These are the only persons who feel their incarceration to
be a punishment, and yet they are the only inmates of the place
who ought not to feel it a punishment ; for they did everything
which, human exertion e in an honest and honourable way,
could do, to meet the demands of their creditors, and conse-
quently escape imprisonment : they are the victims of adversit
brought about by an agency not their own. "One would thin
that this reflection wmﬁe tranquillise their minds, and reconcile
them to that which no exertions of theirs could have shielded
them against. Such, however, is not the fact: they are degraded
persons in their own estimation, and neither the dictates of
reason nor the representations of friends can remove the
erroneous impression. Their susceptibility on the subject is
in some cases so excessive, that they are impelled to the frightful
alternative of committing suicide. In other instances, though
their sense of religion guards them against a step so revoltin
to uoeiet;r, and so opposed to revelation, their sense of self-
degradation preys so forcibly on their minds, that they pine
away, and eventually die under it. I could mention many
instances of this; but it is unnecessary, as most of my metropoli-
tan readers will be able to recal to their minds cases of the kind
which consist with their own personal knowledge. There are at
this moment three or four individuals in the Queen’s Bench
Prison, whose sense of self-degradation, in consequence of their
incarceration, is so great, that they never venture out to the
open area allowed the prisoners, nor on any account suffer them-
selves to be seen by their fellow-inmates. They shut themselves
'tlll::‘oi: their narrow cells all day, brooding over their adversities,

gh these are not the consequence of any misconduct of their
own ; and never cross the threshold of their rooms until it has
become quite dark. Even then they wrap themselves up in
cloaks, lest any one should by accident get a glance of their fea-
tures. I know instances of this kind, in which other parties,
who have no feelings of shame, but who rather glory in their
confinement though entirely the result of their own misconduct,
have lived for upwards of twelve months in the next room to the
individuals to whom I refer, and yet have never been able by any
accident to get a glance of their features. What stronger argu-
ment, than this could be urged against the principle of imprison-
ment for debt? That prmﬁigfe subjects the very parties to

punishment who ought not to be punished, because their embar-
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THE VICTORIA PARLIAMENT. 153

observed that he was quite delighted to see that his amendment
wae go safe in the keeping of t%a Chanecellor of the Exchequer,
as that no one would have any chance of abstracting it. All
this time, Mr, Spring Rice and Lord Morpeth were most cx-
emplary as regarded the eagerness with which they prosccuted
their search for the lost document. It is worthy of remarl, that
no one joined with them; but all, even the Liberal members,
seemed to enjoy the sport. To the Conservatives, the affair was
a rare piece 01)' amusement. I observed some of them laughing
heartily, who were never seen to laugh within the walls of the
House before; and in whose existence, even out of doors, a
hearty laugh might be said to be quite an era. Mr. Spring
ice, after “turning about and wheeling about,” in search of
the amendment, with an agility worthy of his namesake of Jim
Crow notoriety, at length bethought himself of unlocking a small
tin box, in which he keeps the more valuable of his papers, when,
to his infinite joy, after rummaging for a few seconds amon
its contents, he discovered the missing amendment. He pnummﬁ
upon it just as a Bow-street officer would on some offender, for
whom he had been on a vexatious search, when alighting on
him; and dragging the innocent amendment out of its place of
concealment, Esld it up in his hand to the gaze of the House,
exclaiming, as loud as his lungs would permit, and with an air of
iu.-iun:t]i;1 * Here it is! here it is!™ * I'm happy to see that the
right honourable gentleman prizes it so highly,” said Mr. Har-
vey, in the sarcastic way to which 1 have alluded, * as to place
it among his most valuable papers, and to lock it up in his box.”
Peals of laughter followed ; and during their continuance, the
amendment was handed over, through the assistance of two or
three intermediate members, to the honourable gentleman whose
property it was, who, as soon 2s it reached him, read it, amidst
renewed peals of laughter. The bursts of laughter, which
were thus resounding through the House, were much increased
by the circumstance of Colonel Sibthorp, who was directly oppo-
site Mr. Spring Rice, rising, with his own imperturbable gravity,
and with his huge mustachios looking unusually large, to second
the amendment. It certainly was a novelty in the proceedings of
the House of Commons, to witness the most ultra Tory, perhaps,
in the House, rising to second an amendment on a vital question,
moved by one of the greatest Radicals. The shouts of laugh-
ter which followed the circumstance, had their origin in the 1m-
pression that the gallant mustachioed Colonel had seconded the
amendment in a mistake ; but when it was understood that there
was no mistake in the matter, and that the gallant gentleman
was pericetly aware of what he was about, the Liberal mem-
bers looked unutterable things at one another. 1t was at last




















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































