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PREFACE
70 THE SEC“OND EDITION.

iy

=¥ i'l'c o -

TH-E former Edition of this Book was received

with more satisfaction and approbation than the
writer anticipated. He well knew that the current
of modish theory ran in opposition to the ancient
truths and recent facts which he opposed to its
course. Opinions have their fashions; and one ex-
treme disposes to another. On the subject of satan-
ic agency, many have reeled from credulity to scep-
ticism: and some have endeavoured to construe the
truth of God into a lie. Arrogant ignorance may
impeach the divine veracity; but facts will speak
for God; though we believe not, yet he abideth

faithful.

The case which is here narrated, the writer was
nnaxpectedly and providentially called upon to ex-
amine. It was important, strange, and interesting :
butit was also perplexing. Many who knew he was
paying attention to it, were desirous to hear his tes-
timony and opinion; particularly so, as many
- strange reports were in circulation, which, for the
% ublic good, it was better to rectify than neglect
hough frequently requested, he did not think it
rudent to narrate the case in public congregations ;
Elﬂ word might have been misunderstood and misre-
¥rasented T& write long letters to his enquiring

ne‘nﬂa, and to relate the affair in the circles of his

acquaintance, to vindicate his sentiments and obviate

their objections in conversation, would encroach too
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V.

narrated with references to times; persons, places,
and things well known; yet, for the reader’s further
satisfaction, the truth of the Narrative is, in this
" Edition, ATTESTED by a sufficient number of wit-
nesses.. '

Endeavouring to avoid the weakness of credulity,
the wickedness of infidelity, and the perverseness of
" scepticism, the writer entered on the examination,
“as he ought, with an unbiassed mind. His chief ob-
jects of enquiry were thie real nature of the case,
and how it should be relieved. Being guided chief-
ly, if not entirely, by the plain word of God and
common sense, his investigation terminated in suc-
eess and satisfaction. The principle circumstances
and reasons which Ied him to his conclusion, and
the experiments made to bring opinions to the se-
verest test, with their unequivocal results, are fairly
laid before the reader, that he also may judge for
himself.—What more can reason ask, or integrity
perform?

Though the principle on which thie writer has

“golved the phenomenon,” is too evident to admit
of any substitution, and'he is fully satisfied that his
eonclusion is legitimately drawn from premises that
fully authorise it, and substantiated with all the kind

and strength of evidence which the nature of the

ease requires; yet he does not expect that his book
will do more than the book of God has done; that
is, convince and satisfy every reader. But he would
suggest the propriety and necessity of reading the
whole account in order to form an honest or a cor-
rect opinion of it.—* Blame not before thou hast
examined the truth.”

About the same time this affair happened, some
notorious cases of witchcraft were noised abroad;
they were of long continnance, stubbornly evincing
demoniac infliction; and the public were respects
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self against the door; was quiet a few seconds, watch-

‘ing the door very attentively ; then began to slide as

he would onice. He danced again, and made a noise
something like click, click, click, &c , which served
him as music te his dance; then laid himself on his
back; extended his arms and legs, and began to twist
round rapidly ; he was convulsed ; then stood up, stif-
fened like a tree; and fell down exhausted.

This day, his parents told me, he had made three
efforts to destrey himself; that he would seize a knife,
or any thing he could use to his injury, and, if not
prevented, would attempt his own destruction.

Thursday, March 2nd, he began to dance as usual,
The table which he generally mounted, being occupi-
ed by his mother and sister ironing, he got on the
surbase in another corner of the room, where there-
was nothing to assist his getting up, and danced there,
sometimes iumming something like a tune to his dance.

‘He shrieked horribly ; ran about the floor on all fours,

like a dog: got up, and fought at something which
seemed visible to himself only; then began to beat
his legs furiously, and strove hard to tear off his
clothes. He got on the surbase near the door, held
a slender line in his right hand, and put his left hand
and foot as far as possible into the room ; stared about
with the most horrid looks and gestures, for a minute
or two; then on the ground he as much as possible
imitated a beast with horrid face and claws. He rose
up again; danced and fought; then was convulsed ;
afterwards stood up quite stiff, with all his muscles
on a painful streteh; then was as much relaxed, and
fell down exhausted. He had several such fits in the
course of the day, and several persons came te see him;
for he was an object of curiosity; a strange and a
shocking sight,

Friday, March 3rd, the Surgeon from the dispen-
sary visited him; saw him in a fit, and, when the boy
came to himself, bled him. The bleeding produced
fainting, profuse perspiration, and sickress, Thia
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healthy man, and an afllicted child; and had not
the man been  tall as well as strong, he must have
suffered severely from exasperated kicks. While
thus the poor boy was tortured by a fellow creature,
the unseen cause of his anguish gave him additional
pain; he fell on the floor and cried, “ O my face!”
It seemed for 2 moment, that the victory was gain-
ed, and that by a dangerous risk, and the sweat of
his brow, the man had proved he was stronger than
the child. I see now,” said the gentleman, “itis
all wickedness;— I am quite satisfied, it is nothing
but wickedness.” The child, after sighing bitterly
a few seconds, renewed his violent exertions. The
fit was not half over; and his parents and friends
thought it necessary to hold him themselves in their
usual way, which was by four persons taking each
one limb, to guard him from unkind treatment, and
to prevent his injuring himself or others, Such
were his sufferings and struggles when thus cautious-
Iy held, thatthe person who had declared it was
n?l‘l-=~ wickedness, acknowledged, I see now, the bo
is really ill.” Asa farther proof that he had been
mistaken in his former opimion, he was desired to
use all his ingenuity to find out whether the boy,
when he came to himself, had any recollection of
what had passed. He did so. When the boy reco-
vered his senses, the gentleman offered him his
hand, and said, ‘“What have I been doing to you?
The boy signified, so as to be understood by all,
o Noﬁhiag; ” and then shook hands with him, agree-
ably smiling in his face. Notwithstanding the evi-
dence of its falsehood, the report of its being all wick-
- _e{lness,_mthin‘f but wickedness, was, after this trial
-of strength and feeling, more industriously circula-
ted, with the addition, that by this trial it was pro-
ved the boy was artfully practising voluntary wick-
‘edness to deceive the public.
Truth and charity walli.ihand in hand to instruct
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ed to go home to dinner, he looked at the watch and
held up one finger to his mother, signifying it was
one o'clock, He went to the door, and tried to
force his way out. As he was fond of looking
through the telescope, we placed it on the table to
~divert him; he loosed his hold of the door, and amu-
sed himselffor a few minutes. During this time we
consulted together, We had been praying for up-
wards of two hours: he was still dumb and nothing
better that we could perceive. We had never yet
attempted to adjure the evil spirit; though we con-
sidered, that if he was actually possessed, it would
be necessary to do so in order to his relief. Our Lord,
his apostles, his disciples, and the primitive christ-
jans all adjured in cases of possession. We felt
considerable delicacy about this work. We were
not yet all fully convinced of his being really pos-
sessed, though we had but little doubt remaining
respecting it. To adjure evil spirits appeared to
us a very awful work, and we felt reluctant to begin ;
but it was now come to the point. We had al-
ready prayed at this time two hours, and he was
nothing better. We then came to the resolution
~we would try the effect of adjuration; observ-
‘ing, that if he was really possessed by an evil spirit,
we should be using the proper, scriptural method to
expel him, and might succeed. Ifhe should not be
possessed we should discover it, and’ know better
how to submit to this affliction with patience. T de-
sired one to give out the verse which most of all ir-
‘ritated him, viz. ““Jesus the name high over all,”
&c., and requested, that if the boy made any resist-
ance to it, he would pronounce the adjuration as
‘soon as the ﬁars‘ewas sung.

 We began the verse, and he furiously contended.
This was our signal. There was an awful silence.
- Others refused to adjure, and it became my duty to
‘begin. We held him hm&l and foot: several of the
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This is cheating poor simplicity, and putting him off
with only a provincial shilling, instead of honorably
sending him aw::ly with the royal sovereign of divine
truth. “ Behold I am against the prophets, saith
the Lord, that steal my words every one from his
neighbour.” Thus to adulterate and clip the word
and truth of God, and circulate our atheistically phi-
losophical notions, instead of the pure gold thatbears
the stamp of inspiration, is to teach those who be-
lieve us, that the Holy Ghost, and his holy secreta-
ries, sanctioned vulgar errors, and corrupted the
truth, in declaring some to be possessed of unclean
devils who were mare:g afllicted with physical dis-
-eases, and who, instead of needing an omnipotent
Redeemer to save them, only wanted a philosophi-
cal doctor to cure them! The whole truth is man's
due. God has made it his every creature’s right,

e small part of it will send a man only to his
neighbour; the whole will bring him to his God.
The injury Satan has done to human nature made
an omnipotent Saviour absolutely mecessary ; and for
this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that
he might destroy the works of the devil, The in-
jury Satan is still able to do shows the necessity of
a universal, almighty, ever present Saviour. He
that is wise for himself, will, like David, pray for
himself,  Oh visit me with thy salvation;” and for
the edification of others, “ If any man speak, let him
speak as the oracles of God, that God in all things may
be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom be praise
ard dominion for ever and ever. Amen.”
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and immediately insinuate himself, and persuade,
excite, deceive, and abuse, as a subtile man can deal
with another of more simplicity. For it seems as
reasonable that one spirit may cummunicate with
another, in a kind proper to their nature, as one man
may commuunicate to another, in a kind suitable to
his nature. 2, And principally in respect of the
manner of the operation of the soul of man in com-
munication with the body, whereby it hath a kind
of dapﬁndanﬂa upon the cnnstllutmn of the body,
and, by a disorder in that, becomes subject to a
duurdﬂr in its actings. Upon this account he can
disturb the blood into choler or lust, abuse the fancy
with false representations, or corrupt the organ of
aansn 5 gnrn.fe and discompose the humours of the

iingle mﬁredlents with them that shall im-
pada or currnpt the actings of the soul.

“ We are too weak to deal with him. He was too
hard for Adam in his innocence; and, therefore,
must needs be too hard forus in our corrupted state.
It remains, therefore, that the Inwar and malice of
this great enemy is checked and limited by a higher
power. He that hath shut up the sea in bars and
doors, and said ¢hitherto shalt thou come and no
farther, and here shall thy proud waves stay,’ hath
likewise limited this proud, malicious, and powerful
adversary, and chained up this unruly and ravenous
wolf, so that he cannot go one link he;mnd his

‘bounds.” :

To all n‘hq ml.mua& the deliverance of John
Evens, it was a cause of unspeakable joy, to see so
evident a proof of the undiminished energy of our
Lord Jesus Christ, and how gloriously triumphant
nmlke,hpm of hell was hisalmighty name. That
u‘rqgth#mmnm which is the most delightful |
music in a trembling sinner’s ear, and opens heaven . .
in the believing heart, strikes terror through the
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being prepossesst, they may be sure to begin to hate
us before they know us, for fear that by knowing us,
they should be constrained to love and imitate us,
or at least not be able to find how to condemn us,”—
(Sect. 27. Reeve’s Translation.)

Ainsworth, in his annotations on the text in Deu-
teronomy, observes, ‘A familiar spirit is called, in
Hebrew, Ob, which signifies a bottle, (Job xxxii. 19.)
applied here, and often to magicians, who, possessed
with an evil spirit, spake with a hollow voice as out
of a bottle; and, as some say, with swollen bellies :
whereupon the Greek version usually calleth these
Eggastrimuthoi, as speaking out of the belly. But
the Holy Ghost, in Acts xvi. 16. expoundeth it more
fully, the spirit of Python (or of divination) meaning
the Devil.”

The reader may be surprised, as well as the wri-
fer, tﬂdﬁnd'suuh an exact resemblance in the case
described in this pamphlet, to those recorded by the
ancient writers, both sacred and profane. It is wise
to reject the errors, and to detect impositions of any
age; but there is no wisdom in confounding truth
with ervor, nor in throwing away the wheat with the
chaff. Wisdom will discriminate,—will prove all
things, and hold fast that which is good. Ignorance
may condemn by the heap, and with the besom of
folly sweep away the precieus with the vile. There
have been some who could distinguish truth from
error in former days, as well as in these; men of
extensive learning, true wisdom, sound judgment,
sincere piety, and unimpeachable veracity; who
had skill to distinguish truth from error, however
artfully they were twisted together; who had the
true philosophy to believe what God had said, and
‘what fact made evident; however fashionable it
might be to laugh at both divine inspiration and
moral evidence. There have been such men of
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dence to what he knew to be sterling evidence;
why he should not believe his God, his own eyes,

or the faithful testimony of men of sound judgment
and unimpeachable veracity.

. *One of these accounts which he republished is
prefaced with these remarkable words :—*¢ With my
Jatest breath will I bear testimony against giving up-
to infidels one great proof of the invisible world. ¥
mean, witcheraft ancr apparitions, confirmed by the
testimony of all ages.” (Arm. Mag. Vol. v, p. 366.)
In another place he assigns a reason for it, saying,
“The infidels well know, whether christians know it
or not, that the giving up witchcraft, is, in effect gi-
ving up the Bible. "And they know, on the other
hand, that if one account of the intercourse of men
with separate-spirits be admitted, their whole castle
“in the air, Deism, Atheism, and Materialism, falls to
the ground. I know no reason, therefore, why we
should suffer even this weapon to be wrested out of
our hands. Tndeed, there are numerous arguments
beside, which abundantly confute their vain imagi-
nations. But we need not to be hooted out of one;
neither reason nor religion requires this.” (Works,
Vol. iv. p. 358.—8vo. Ed.) As he was inclined to
prove allE things, so he was determined to hold fast
that which is good. What he knew to be truth, he
had too much fortitude and wisdom to relinquish,
and too much piety and benevolence to conceal.

. “ Conviction. and steadiness of principle,” says
Dr. Beattie, in his Essay on Truth, ¢ is that which
Eives dignity, uniformity, and spirit to human con-

luct, and without which our happiness can neither
b‘# lasting nor sincere. It constitutes as it were the
vital stamina of a great and manly character; where-
as scepticism betrays a sickly understanding, and a

i?ir'_it_.y of mind, from which nothing can be expected

ut incongistence and folly.”
M2
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ceived no special authority of inspiration, he can-
didly and cautiously mentions it. (1 Cor. vii. G.)
Yet those wise and holy men could do nothing a-
gainst the truth, but for the truth.

There were many disciples after them who might
work miracles in the fullest sense of the word, as
some of the Corinthians did, who, nevertheless, were
not correct in all their opinions about the truth of
Christ, or the duties of men; and, therefore, their
judgments were to be regulated, and their testimo-
ny to be received or rejected, according to the di-
vine standard of truth previously established by the
Apostles.

It was of importance to the purity, safety, autho-
thority, and success of the truth, that the standard
of it should be completed by the Apostles themselves,
before they left the world, in order to guard those
who were disposed to believe, from the mistakes of
good men, and from the impositions of evil men, and
evil spirits. This was done: and particular notice
was given by the highest authority, that no new doc-
trines or gospels should ever be given from Heaven.
And, lest any should pervert the gospel of Christ,
Anathemas, like cherubim flaming swords, which
turned every way, towards heaven, earth, and hell,
to guard the sacred deposit from exchange, diminu-
tion, or addition, the Apostles placed about their in-
spired works, saying, * Though we or an angel from
heaven preach any other gospel than that we have
preached unto you, let him be accursed. (Gal. i. 8,
9. Rev. xxii. 18,19.) St. John’s awful declarations
are levelled against corrupters of the written word;
—and it is impossible to suppose any species of oral
imposition against which St. Paul’s Anathema may
not be found a sufficient guard. It allows us to sup-
pose, that one of the Apostles might apostatize from
~ the truth, and plead his old credentials of miracles,

&ec., to authenticate his new lie:—or that an angel
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evil case would argue a mournful reverse of things
in the kingdom of God. Tt would argue the mighty
unparinrili of the enemy since his head is bruised;
or the withered arm of the Holy Ghost, and his in-
ability, in these days of his peculiar reign, to repel
the invasions of his greatest foe among the ransomed
children of men. If we werereally reduced tosuch a
miserable state of spiritual affairs, there might be
some reason for our hecoming pagans again, when
satan has captivaled some of the weak of our flock ;
and, for our employing the Chaldean arts of astro-
logical physic to compromise matters with hell, and
make a truce with the devil, on the best conditions
of peace his black majesty wonld be pleased to allow
his helpless victims.—But, ““ Now is come salvation
and strength, and the kingdem of eur God, and the
power of his Christ.” - If ever satan is to be subdued
by redeemed man, this is the time. This is the day
of salvation, when the Lord will succour all that
pray :—the time of deliverance from the power of
the enemy of God and man.

But it is not the time appointed for complete de-
liverance from all diseases, pain, and death. Occa-
sionally, at the commencement of Christianity, by
the power of the Holy Ghost, the sick were healed
for awhile, and the dead were raised, to prove what
the Redeemer could do, and to give a pledge of
what he would do; to evince the benevolence of his
design, and the omnipotence of his love. But he
has appointed a future day, when *“the trumpet
shall sound, and the dead shall be raised; >—when
“ God shall wipe away all tears from the eyes of his
people, and there shall be no more death, neither
gorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more
pain :” but the time is not yet.  Itis necessary, in
order to salvation, that we should in the present
time, - be delivered from the power of the devil ; but
it may be expedient that we should sicken and die,

o
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Those holy Apostles whe wrought the greatest mis
racles on others, were not themselves exempt from
affliction and death.

But the case is very different with respect to de-
moniac possession. Those who could expel demons
out of others, were not subject to possession them-
selves. St. Augustine says, (City of God, b. 4. ¢. 32.)
““ Devils cannot possess any but such as they have
deceived.” Knowledge and belief of the truth is,
therefore, a certain preservative from possession—
but not from diseases and mortality. The highest
authority declares, “ He that is begotten of God,
keepeth himself, and the wicked one toucheth him
not.” (1John v.18.) But however a man may kee
himself, whether born of God or not, sickness wi
touch him, and death will seize and hold him fast.
¢ It is appointed unto all men once to die,” and to
this just decree we must all submit,—but no man
ghould submit to satan. To have the mind deluded,
the judgment blinded, the heart cnrmgted, the pas-
sions agitated, and the will over-ruled by a tempting,
murderous, evil spirit, is a most dreadful and unae-
cessary evil; to which he that knows Christ Jesus will
niever submit. For as Ignatius said to Trajan,
¢ Jesus Christ has put all the deceit and malice of
the Devil under the feet of those who carry him in
their heart.” * Du Pin gives it as the sentiment of
J. Cassianus, that ** Evil Spirits could not possess
men’s bodies, if they had not got some footing in
the soul, or if God did not permit them to enter to
punish some fault.”

These observations will authorize the tonelusion,
that no person who has the use of his mental facul-
ties can be Ensscssed by an evil spirit, unless he has
neglected the saving grace of God, or until he has,
some way or other, yielded to satan’s temptations a

_ % Sce a Relation of the Martyrdom of St. Ignatius. translas
_Jed from the original Greek, and published by Dr. Grabe,
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guilty consent. “ Our adversary the devil goeth
about as a roaring lion seeking whom he may de-
vour,” and it is our duty to resist him, stedfast in
the faith, and our privilege to conquer him through
the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of divine
testimony. (Rev. xii. 11.) Though satan has all
the rage of the hungry roaring lion, he has none of
his better qualities.  With the cunning of the ser-
pent he joins the cruelty of the wolf, and the das-
tardliness of the puppy. He snarls at the timid,
and seizes the fﬂarfuﬂ though he trembles at the
faithful countenance that looks defiance and resist-
ance. There is no change in him for the better;
he still acts on his old prineiples:—He tries to van-
quish the weakest first. Perhaps the mighty philo-
sophers may still boast, that none but weak, ignorant,
and vulgar people are ever bewitched, or possessed.
What then? should we despise the weak, and laugh
at their miseries and death? or would it become us
better to teach them how to conquer, through Christ
Jesus, and be the happy spectators of their salva-
tion? : .

If they are the weak that are subdued, it is just
what every sensible man would expect. In the be-
ginning, when the enemy had subdued the most
subtle beast of the field, he made his attack upon
the woman, not the man. She was deceived by his
temptations ; she yielded to believe his lies, and fell
a victim to his eunning, malice, and pride. With
her assistance the enemy soon subdued the man.
The breach was first made in the weakest part of
human nature; but the whole human race have
fallen under the power of the enemy. A Redeem-
er fled to our assistance, and man is made to stand

“ On even ground against his mortal foe.”

That foe continues his efforts to destroy. Still he

attacks the weakest first, and therefore many of the

weak, (children chiefly) have, within the last few

years, been subdued .m{(lj possessed by evil spirits.
2
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If the old murderer succeeds in destroying the
souls of men, it makes no difference in the awful
event, whether he accomplishes. his dreadful pur-
pose by vulgar superstition, or infidel philosophy.
“ For rebellion is as the sin of witcheraft, and stub-
borness is as iniquity and idolatry.” (1 Sam. xv. 23.)
¢ Let. not the wise man glory in his wisdom ;”—vain
Eﬁumphun is.no defence. Satan’s rivals will not

much better than his dupes. There are as ma-
‘my ways into the snares of evil spirits, as there are
to sin against God. No man is altogether secure
from the destructive devices of the enemy, but while
under the protection of a Saviour. An "under the
shadow of his wings, reposing in: the arms of his
mercy, the little child may smile at his adversary’s
rage, and laugh his cruel power to scorn.

- To fear the devil,. is.to show him too much unde-
. mred respeet, and is one step towards worshipping
him: and.to be wilfully. ignorant of him, is to give
him the-advantage against us. Our safety lies in
knowing his devices, detecting his temptations, and
resisting him. steadfast in the faith; in watching unto.
prayer, fearing God, and trusting in his salvation..

England, with.all its sacred excellencies; is not
quite the garden-of Paradise, yet Satan entered and
made much havoc there. We are certainly.so high--
ly favoured as to excite his envy, to rouse his-rage,
and inflame his malice; and it is devoutly to be
wished, that we may be so wise as to detect his de-
vices:and resist his efforts to catch the weakest of our
flock. He certainly watches for opportunities, and
he has seen among us several advantages to favour

- his design in doing us mischief.. His credit has been
retty good for being an “old gentleman” retired
om business, reformed in his manners, and now ha-
ving no power over the bodies or minds of the chil-
dren.of men. It has.been thought unphilosophical,
rude, and vulgar, for any watuhmen of our Israel to

disturb our security wntlathe old caution, *“ Begober,
3
























