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ADVERTISEMENT.

Tue following pages, which were not originally in-
tended for puh:li ation, having afforded gratification to
many of the Author’s friends, and it being considered
that a familiar view of the West India Islands, and of
the manners and customs prevailing in them, was a
desideratum, he has been induced to lay before the
public such particulars as fell within his own observa-
tion ; and he trusts that his delineation of these trans-
atlantic regions, and of the manners of their inhabitants,
will not be found uninteresting.  T'o have entered into
scientific details of natural history would have far ex-
ceeded his limits ; and would, in fact, have been only
a repetition of what is already to be found in works
professedly treating on those subjects : he has therefore

confined his observations chiefly to living topics.
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A VOYAGE

IN THE

WEST INDIES.

FTER a passage of six weeks across the Atlantic, about
sun-set, on the 14th of April 1807, a signal from the com-
modore announced the appearance of land a-head; and the
1sland of Barbadoes was, at the same time, descried from the
mast head of our vessel, but at so great a distance, that it could
ouly be perceived, whilst the last rays of the setting sun_illu-
mined the western horizon. Atany other time, or in any other
bearing, it would have been invisible. It is generally believed
that this island, on account of its small elevation, cannot be seen
at the distance of n.ore than twenty or five-and-twenty miles ;
but this is an error; as the distance we had to run, after making
the land, was not less than fifty or sixty miles, The commo-
dore made the signal to heave-to during the night, that the con-
voy might collect, and bave the advantage of {lu}'-light for
running into Carlisle Bay. The sensations arising from the
sight of land, after traversing an extent of ocean, are at all
times agreeable ; but when that land is the object of the voy-
age, and the end of all its dangers and anxieties, the feelings of
the mind are only to be conceived by those who have expe-
rienced them. A hundred sail of merchant-ships, ]}'ingatﬂ under
the protection of a frigate, insight of their intended port, could
not fail to furnish another interesting object of contemplation,
The recollection of the chief who led the mariners of Spain
across unknown seas, in search of a new world, arose naturally,
on the first sight of land, attended with a contrast of the diffi-
culties and fears of the first discoverers, with the facility and
:;xpu{ll‘r.:un which mrnlc}'rl_cﬁ!ljltli'l't:‘u has introduced into these
voyages. But the satistuction avising from the completion of
a tedious voyage, was damped by the consideration, that no
imconsiderable portion of those who were now contemplating
the scene with ligh expectations, were only looking, ]!1L'.i‘}|11|1::
on the tomb which awaited them, and hastening to the unexa
peeted end of their mortal career.
Vovaces and Travers, No. 6, I'ol. I1, B



2 Waller's Foyage in the West Indies.

We had in the convoy a considerable reinforcement for the
vegiments in the country, as well as a number of young persons
destined to fill various civil situations, public and private ; their
sanguine hopes of fortune and promotion, could not fail to be
mingled with dread, at approaching shores so notified for their
pestiferous atmosphere. These combined sensations must, in
spite of philosophy and hardihood, find their way into the heart
of all new comers. To talk however with bravado, on the
existing mortality, and make it a subject of mirth, drinking at
the same time impious toasts, is what, I am concerned to add,
I have frequently witnessed amongst the junior officers on this
station.

On the morning of the 15th, at day-light, the whole fleet
bore up, and made all sail towards the island. Several ships
had run away in the night, contrary to orders, to get firstin;
and one of them had nearly paid for it with the loss of the ves-
sel, on the reef of rocks to windward. The land, at a distance,
has no very attractive appearance; exhibiting nothing but a
brown surface to the eye; on a nearer approach, however, it
presents a face more agreeable. The windmills and plantations
on the heights are the first conspicuous objects; and, when near
enough to distinguish them with the naked eye, the novelty of
the scenery cannot fail to arrest the undivided attention. he
land rises in regular but curious ridges, from the sea-side to the
middle of the island, presenting in suocession a series of rugged
and abrupt elevations of about a hundred feet ; then appears a
plain of about half a mile in extent, to the foot of another pre-
cipice ; which singular mode of ascent continues graduating to
the highest point in the island. These plains are universally in
a high state of cultivation, and contrast agrecably with the black
rocky precipices. Every now-and-then, the view is yet more
diversified with bold promontories, projected over deep ravines,
covered with a thick, dark foliage. In some very romantic
spots are discovered the spacious and well-built houses of the
planters, shaded by lofty cabbage-trees, and encompassed with
a number of negroes’ huts and sugar-works.

To enter Carlisle Bay, it is necessary to pass the southern-
most point of the island, and haul round a little to the west-
ward ; in doing which, the barracks, the military and naval
hospitals, &c. present a noble appearance to the spectator from
the sea. After rounding the southernmost point, this beautiful
bay opens all at once on the view, and certainly scems as if
contrived to astonish and delight a stranger, after a long
voyage. _

At the bottom of the bay stands the town of Bridgetown,
which stretches 1 a continued range almost round it, yet so









Buarbadoes. 3

conccaled by the cocoa-nut-trees on the beach, as to discover
only its loftiest buildings. Behind the town the land rises like
an amphitheatre, interspersed and decorated with a number of
well-built country houses, and affording many specimens of ex-
traordinary and picturesque scenery.

The bay was at this time crowded with ships, as, in addition
to our own convoy, there was another just ready to depart for
England. This island being to windward of all the rest, the
convoys, even those bound to Jamaica, are sure to arrive here
first, so that the conflux of ships and of strangers to this port is
very considerable,—especially in time of war, as it is likewise
the head-quarters and general rendezvous of the army and navy.
It seemed now scarcely to afford room enough for the number
of ships anchored in it ; and indeed, had a gale of wind come
on, great damage must have ensued. The depth of the water
is very great, and the bottom none of the best for anchoring ;
many of the ships were riding in thirty fathoms water, and
very few in less than sixteen. The water 1s in general so lucid
and transparent, that the rocky bottom is easily discovered, and
frequently the anchors of ships lying there. -

The living scenery which we had to contemplate, was more
interesting and amimated, though less grateful to the sense,
than that above mentioned. T'he bay was covered with boats,
conveying backwards and forwards the merchants of the place,
rowed by their slaves, or else the officers of the men-of-war on
the impress service : both which sights are peculiarly hostile
to the teelings of an Englishman. A number of slave-ships too,
just arrived, were lying close to us, whose owners were taking
all possible advantage of the last weeks of their expiring com-
merce. The poor wretches were going on-shore by hundreds
from the slave-ships, in large barges, for the purpose of bein
exposed to sale. ‘The'shore on every side appeared lined wit
people of colour nearly naked, following their various occu-
pations; for the arrival of the fleet seemed to have been the
signal for creating a universal bustle.

About four in the afternoon, I left the ship, in order to go on
shore. The landing-place is upon a spacious quay, erected on
the banks of a little harbour not more than twenty yards wide, and
only capable of admitting small craft. The quay was crowded
with natives and strangers, and presented a scene of uncommon
activity and business,  The buildings upon it have but a mean
appearance, including also the whole town, to the eye of an
European ; indeed, hére are no objects to stimulate curiosity,
cxcept the living characters which crowd the streets, and most
of these are sure to excite nausea and disgust., Hundreds of
naked negroes of both sexes, of the most filthy appearance,
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from dust and excessive perspiration, are seen in all directions ;
the men with only a coarse cloth round the middle, (which often
appears inadequate to the purpose intended,) and the women
with only a short petticoat, These last, in the advanced stages
of life, become still more revolting tothe sense, especially when
to their own natural deformity are added, (which frequently
happens,) the loathsome marks of a cutaneous disease common
tothem. The feet of these people universally present marks
of a distemper occasioned by the chiggres, a species of minute
insect which bury their eggs in the skin.  There are to be seen
here all the shades of colour, from the shining black of the
African, to the slightly-tinged skin of the young female Mustee ;
but as they improve in colour, they look more respectable, as
to their exterior in general, especially the females, who may
often be seen very expensively dressed after the European
tashion, parading the streets, attended by their slaves, with no
small dignity. The white natives of the island fail not, in like
manner, to attract the notice of strangers. They are in aene-
ral tall, slender, and of a sallow, meagre aspect and figure, com-
pared with the ruddy, robust, inhabitants of Europe. Many of
them wear large white hats, not unlike an umbrella ; and they
are for the most part cleanly in their apparel and persons,

In passing through the streets, the ear is every-where stunned
by the discordant voices and unintelligible jargon of the ne-
rroes ; particularly of those who drive the carriages which bring
own the sugar in hogsheads from the country. These car-
viages are drawn by from six to twelve or fourteen half-
starved oxen, whose drivers are perpetually quarrelling with each
other, and deafening the passengers with their vociferations and
the cracking of thew whips.  sSuch are the objects that princi-
pally attract attention, on first landing in the island of Barbadoes,
The town of Brideetown, as before observed, is every-where
il-built, with crocked and unpaved streets, and a great nomber
of wooden houses.  Thehouses, in general, have small gulleries
or balconies projecting from their first story, which are very
convenient and comtortable to the inbhabitants, though so
clumsily constructed and painted, as to contribute nothmg to
the splendour or ornament of the streets.

Aiter passing through the principal streets of Bridgetown, I
was conducted to the Naval Hospital, a situation to which
1 had been appointed.  The house which had been appropri-
ated many years to this purpose, was a low, ill-built, small
edifice, in a narrow sticet, nto which fifty beds could with
dithculty be admitted, and which could never atford the ven-
pilation necessary even for a private house.  Every bed in this
building was found to be occupied ; and, though the vellow-fever
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was at this time raging on-board the Dart, the gvard-ship in the
bay, vet the ipatients could only be received on-shore, as the
casualties by death provided vacant beds for them in the hos-
pital.  There was, llmwuvur, another building erecting, distant
about two miles from the town, which was to supersede the use
of this inconvenient and unhealthy one.

After having surveyved whatever appeared worthy of obser-
vation, I determined on returning to the ship, to pass the night
there, with a view also to escape the persecution of the mus-
quitoes, whose piercing stings had already made some impres-
sion on my hands and feet. I was anxious also to enjoy the
cool air of the bay, which felt peculiarly pleasant, afier encoun-
tering the heat of the town. We had been but little affected
by the bear, previous to our landing; but, in the streets of Bridge-
town, the sun’s rays, reflected from the white rock on which it
1s built, overpowered us with an increased degree of Leat and
adscititious light,

We had been several weeks in the latitude of Barbadoes, but
without feeling incommoded by the heat; on the island, how-
ever, we found it imsapportable tll sun-set.  The next morn-
ing, at day-light, displayced one of the most enchanting pros-
pects iy eves ever beheld, It 1s at this hour that the West
India islands appearin all their glory, and resemble a paradise,
The air is then cool and refreshing, and the rising sun seeins
to exhilarate the whole face of nature, dilfusing new life and
vigour around., I was uncommonly entertained and astonished
with the loveliness of this first West-India morning, nor was the
cffect produced by it diminished, even aiter a four years’ yre-
sidence. By nine or ten o’clock, however, the heat angments
to a Lll::gl‘l.’.l: EL'ill‘{:f.ﬂj-’ hU|J[u}I'Lalliu ii}’ a new comer, and it con-
tinues to rage tll within an hour of sun-sct, when the temper.
ature again becomes delighttul,

On the day after our arrival, the homeward-bound convoy
sailed, attended by such of ours as were bound to the neighbour-
ing islands: those intended for Jamaica did not depart till the
third day. During their stay, the quay, and the whole town,
WOere i.n»'..:uaﬁ;l.ntl:,f occupied and crowded even to confusion; ex-
hibiting, at the same tine, a gratifying picture of the commer-
cial importance of this sland. I bad now an opportunity of
taking a more deliberate view of the town, the interior of which
I will endeavour to depict as l“.lm.hi'ull‘u,' as I can: lor the first
Impressions were very ditlercut from those excited by the same
objects, when become tamihar wo the eye. A number of 5||u|]_~_:;
filled with European articles of all descriptious, present Sl
selves in all the principal streets § but they do not, as in Kurope,
regale the cye with the brauties of arranzement, the articles not
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hlf'mg di:\']'yia}'cr‘l in large and bhandsome windows, but kept for
the most part in the packages in which they arrived, within
the shop. It is the practice, on this side the Atlantic, to name
every kind of shop a store; and this custom has obtained ver
generally in the United States, as well as in our West India
1slands.,

The lower part of all the houses in Bridgetown is set apart for
commercial purposes, and no pains are taken to ornament their
exterior; so that, with the uncouth window-shutters and rough
folding-doors, with which they are secured, they have an air of
micanness, which fatigues the eye of an Englishman, accustomed
to look upon this part of the house as no small decoration to
the most splendid streets, both in the capital, and in the principal
provincial towns, The inside of these stores is, however, well
stocked with almost every article of luxury or convenience
which the mother-country produces, and which are sold at as
moderate profit as could be expected, considering the distance
whence they are brought, and the additional rate of freight to
which they are subject, in the time of war,

Although the private buildings of this town can supply
few objects of gratification to the stranger, there are some pub-
lic edifices which do honour to the colony. The church of St.
Michacl is a spacious and elegant structure : its interior strikes
with an air of magnificence which one would hardly expect to
find here, The other considerable public buildings, are the Court-
house and Gaol, the Freemasons’ Hall, and the Government
Hause, which last stands a little out of the town. These are all
large and well-built, but have nothing particular in them to merit
a more detatled description. There are a number of taverns in the
town, all of which are kept by mulatto women, who are possessed
of considerable property, both in houses and slaves. Nor
can they well fail to amass large fortunes, as their bouses are
;‘_‘;l_'r]t‘l'.ln v (illed with strangers, who must submit to the most ex-
m'l:ilam'{-Fr.u"um for every article of eating and drinking, as well
as ftor the accommodation of lodging and washing. These
taverns arve besides houses of debauchery, a number of young
women ol colour being always procurable in them for the pur-
poses of prostitution ; but this 1 shall have occasion to treat of
wore at large, when investigating the state of morals of the in-
habitants in general,  1he reader may form some idea of the
expenses of living in these inns, when informed that seven
dotlars per day may be reckoned a very moderate expenditure,
and but few can live within that sum. Private lodgines are
oiten very difficult to be had, but such is the hospitality ot the
richer werchants and inbabitanes, that strangers of respectability,
and cspecially of rank, are seldom obliged to remain long in a

5
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7
tavern, Their houses, servants, and horses, are tendered with o
degree of liberality, that never fails to excite respect and admira-
tion. This hospitality is, however, too much confined to those
who stand least in need of it: that IS, to strangers of property or
of high rank, or tosuch as are about to fill some Important situ=
ations in the country. The essentials of this virtue are certainly
inherentin the nature of the inhabitants, but the impossibility of
extending its benefits to the immense number of strangers who
visit the colony, will ever operate as a clog to it,

On entering upon the discharge of my duties, my first care
was to provide a private lodging, which I fortunately obtained
in the first instance. The price of provisions of every kind be-
ing extremely high, the rate of boarding and lodging is here in
proportion ; but [ was favoured with an opportunity of living in
a regular family, at a rate which must be considered as very mo-
derate, being charged for my board and lodging only 120/, cur-
rency perannum. ‘Ihisis just 90L of our money, and it furnished
me with all the regular meals, but no wine; which last article
may almost pass here for one of the necessaries of life. At this
time, the price was a dollar a-bottle. It here may be necessary
to give the reader some notices, relative to the currency of
the country. A hundred pounds of sterling money is reckoned
at oue-third more than "its real value, consequently makes
133(. 65. 8d. currency ; and, in order to reduce any sum of cur-
rent money to sterling, one-fourth must be dedacted : by the
same rule, to ascertain the current value of any sum sterling,
one third of the sum must be added. The money most current
here, is the Spanish silver coin and the Portuguese gold: the
coinage of any country, however, will be taken, especially gold,
which is valued according to its weight, so that each separate
piece is generally wrapt up in paper, with the weight and cur-
rent value marked on the outside. The pieces thus marked
pass frequently through a namber of hands, without farther
examination ; and, although this method appears to furnish con-
stant facilities for fraud, I have never heard of an lnstance of any
person suflering by it.,

The Spanish dollar is the principal circulating medium of this
country, and that in which payments arc commonly made, Jts
current value is six shillings and three-pence. The smaller
divisions of it are called bits, ten of which in this 1sland make
a dollar ; in some other islands I have observed the dollar to he
divided into twelve bits, Counterfeit coin is here extremely
rare. I never saw any specimens myselt, but they have, it
seems, been occasionally introduced, i must, as [ conceive, e
a matter of dithiculty and danger to circulate base Coln to any
amount 1 a small island, where the meuns of detection are so
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expeditious and easy. Besides the Spanish dollars, a few other
silver picces are current, as the American dollar, and the old
French crown, which passes for something more than the Spanish
dollar, DBritish coin of any kind is extremely scarce. The Por-
tuguese gold coins are familiarly denominated Joes, being a
contraction for Johannes, the name of the King of Portugal,
whose head is gencerally found on the coin.  The value of these
picces is so varicus, that it is not easy to fix any precise stand-
ard for it, as it depends on the welght; the term itself, how-
ever, has a determined meaning, and whenever it is mentioned
as the price of a commodity, it mears seven dollars and four
bits ; and the inhabitants often reckon in this manner when the
sum is large, teiling you the number of Joes instead of dollars :
this is not a little embarrassing to a stranger, and 1s far from be-
ing casy to themselves, The Spanish doubloon is likewise fre-
quently met with here, as well as the minor divisions of it; but it
is by no means in such abundance as the Portuguese coinage.
The doubloon, a most beaunful coin, is worth sixteen dollars,
and is regularly subdivided into hilves, quarters, eighths, and
sixteenths, all of which are of gold,

The above statement may be sufficient for the information of
strangers ; and I shall only observe further, that it holds good
only in relation to the island of Barbadoes : the currency of the
other islands is differently regulated. In almost all that T have
visited, 1 have found the dollar reckoned at nine shillings,

I shall now proceed to make some observations on the man-
ner of living amongst the inhiabitants.  Provisions of every kind
are not only very dear, but for the most part are very bad,
There is no Hesh-meat that can be consdered as tolerable
eating, except mutton, and that is greatly mferior to the same
meat in Europe: the flesh of the goat is frequently superior to
that of the sheep, and the young kid furnishes the most dehicate
\-'iund that the |:'m]||1r:|.r |}rm||:('r:-;. T'he L‘mlﬁn:n;‘pllnn TH puu':try
is considerable; and the more so, on account of the lictle variety
of meat and its infertor quality.  The fowls are in general very
poor, but the tnrkies are tolerably good, and will often fetch
accordingly, eight er mne dollars a-plece, T'here are likewise
a ereat number of Gainea i'l.‘n'l.'iﬁj which are excellent t"_':til‘lg.
Fish of various kinds are very plentiful, and tolerably cheap.
Turtle, however, is <carce and dear, being always bronght here
from some of the other colonies, Al animals for food are genea
rally killed 1n the morning, for dinner the <ame day, the chmate
.,,,,f;.li;.-.-.-ing of much looger keeping.  The bread here 1s very
indifferent, as the Hour, which is imported from America, 1s
o nerally more or less injured, either by the elimate or the in-
sects,  As there 13 no yeast in the country, the bread is fers
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mented with leaven, and sometimes by a preparation of sugar ;
in either case, it will only keep good about f{nll'-f_'lntl-h"-"ul'lt}f
hours, The above are the usual articles of diet; to which may
be added Madeira wine, the common beverage of all who can

rocure it., There are likewise vartous other wines which might
Eu thought more congenial to the chmate, but Madeira is the
ordinary drink in all the English colonies ; and an immense
annual consumption of it is made in this 1sland.

The breakfast here generally consists of fish and fowls, with
chocolate, tea, or coffee. Instead of bread, a yam, or plantain
roasted and buttered, Dspec:iully the first of these, is ﬂln-*ayﬁ pre-
ferred. It isa large root, very much resembling the briony;
the inside of 1t is white and mealy ; there are several different
Kinds, but the white yam of Barbadoes is esteemed by far the

‘best, This i1s roasted in wood embers, when the inside is all
scooped out, a piece of butter inserted, and the inside again
replaced ; the whole is then again put to the fire, till the butter
has diffused itself through the whole mass, in which state it is
brought to table, The plantain, a fruit shaped something like
a cucumber, when roasted and buttered, 1s a sort of substitute
for bread, but it will not bear comparison with the yam; its
pulp not being mealy, is not penctrated by the butter, and it
sits heavy on the stomach. Beside the yam and plantain, the
potatoe, brought from England, frequently makes itsappearance
on the breakfast-table. ﬁ'hiﬁ is always toasted and buttered,
having been previously boiled. With these articles a substan-
tial breakfast is made about eight o’clock in the morning,
Three o’clock in the afternoon appears to be the hour of dinner
amongst all classes of the inhabitants ; this is the hottest time of
the l.iui'l.', and |}_}' no means well selected for sittillg down to a
liot dinner, for the most part highly scasoned with capsicums, and
to be washed down with copious libations of powerful Madeira.
After dinner, a desert of fruits, together with the wine, occupies
the time till between five and six o'clock, the only time, except
1n the morning early, that a person can ride or walk out with
any satisfaction : 1t 1s of course devoted to the promenade,

However unpleasant the town of Bridgetown may be, there
can be nothing more agreecable than its environs. The scenery
15 50 tum“}‘ novel to one who has never been between the fl‘r:;-i;icg’
that it looks at first like the effect of enchantment. The numer-
ous avenues of cocoa-nut trees, the hedges of the cactus or
prickly pear,with long rows of lofty cabbage-trees, are the objects
that most attract, and stamp a feature on the landscapc Pﬂl'f{:{:t[y
unique, Some of the babitations near the town, as before ob-
served, are mest romantically situated : the buildings are mostl
of wood, bhut :,u[at;riur taste and E|ug;uu:u are dislyla}rud mn their

Yovaces and TravELs, No. 6, Vd. 11. c
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constructién. They are generally surrounded with galleries of
from six to twelve feet in breadth, and mostly painted green, as
well as the julousies, which here occupy the place of glass win-
dows, and are in fact much more commodious. They are
also better adapted to the climate, as they open and shut some-
thing like Venctian blinds, so as to admit both light and air,
without cxposing the family to the observation of passengers.
The roofs are not a little remarkable, being covered with shin-
ales, painted ol a slate-colour, and gxtending not only over the
building, but also over the gallerics.  The houses thercfore may
be properly considered as pavilions;and, betng almost all situated
in some sequestered spot, and well shaded by cocoa-nut, orange,
lime, and other fruit trees, their effect 1s grateful and imposing.

“What contributes greatly to the picturesque appearance of
these country residenices, is the curious inequality of the
ground. What has been said of Jamaica seems equally appli-
cuble to all these islands. A gentleman, on being asked to give
a deseription of its physical appearance, took a sheet ol paper,
and pressing 1t up ‘nto a ball i his hands, he afterwards ex-
panded it, and then threw it carelessly on the table. Such is
the apparcent confusion of the ground in all these islands, that
they scem like large and small masses of rock thrown promiscu-
ULI:-:I_"F toge ‘|_|||':'rl and l'{!‘;'ﬂl'l:d with a i]l‘(}fl.l‘.:'nll(!'ll of \'Eg{.‘tlltil;}l'l, with
here and there the original black rock protruding through its
grcen drapery.  The confour is bold and majestic, exhibiting
sometimes a perpendicular cliff, at others a tremendous over-
hangipg mass, not unirequently excavated underneath to con-
siderable depths.

Although we do not find in this island those stupendous
mountainous masses which the other islands exhibit, it contains,
nevertheless, all the minor sublimities of a mountainous country,
espe lally on its eastern and northern sides.  1ts dark and deep
ravines, with their perpendicular sides covered with wood, its
insulated peaks, lofty precipices, and bold projecting promon-
tories, cannot be said to hide their heads in the clouds, vet are
they sufficiently elevated to produce in the mind of sensibility,
that impression of awe mingled with enthusiasm, which the con-
templation of nature’s magnificent scenery must ever excite.

I never have heard, nor have L accurately measured, the height
of the most elevated point in the island; but, if we compute it
by comparison with other known heights, we may rate it about
o thousand feet.  The southern extremity, where the capiial of
Barbadoes is situated, has no elevation above two or three hun-
dred feet, and the land continually rises in terraces or platforms,
one higher than the other, with an ascent extremely abrupt,

and in numecrous places altogether inaccessible.  The fartha
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vou advance into the interior, the more novel and irregular the
face of the country becomes, till you arrive in the centre, when
the eye is regaled with such varieties as yield perhaps to none,

Before I commence a description of this enchanting spot, I
shall first take some notice of the objects, both vegetable and
animal, that most prominently invite the curiosity of a stranger-
The form of the cocoa-nut tree is, no doubt, familiar to most
readers ; but I have some collateral remarks to offer that may
not be so.  Beside their beauty and their grateful shade, the
cocoa-trees produce great profit to their owners, as they begin
to bear fruit before they arve half grown, and never cease to do
so all the vear round : and in thisisland the nuts will ever com-
mand a very good price in the market. It is valued chiefly on
account of the liquor it contains, previous to the formation of
the nut, when it 1s in the greatest abundance, and has the finest
flavour. In tropical countries, nothing can be more delicious
to the thirsty traveller than this wholesome beverage : in pre-
paring it, the natives frequently add a small quantity of brandy
and sugar.  When the nut 1s completely formed, the liquor s
pot so palatable, and in this state it is never drank.  The trees
are generally planted in avenues, so as to constitute a most de-
lectable shade : near the town, the prospect is enlivened by a
great number of these avenues, many of them stretching more
than a mile in length,

[ was greatly amused, in my walks here, with the prodi-
gious numbers of lizards of all colours and sizes that are conti-
nually seen running up the trunks of the cacoa-trees, and always
in a spiral direction. These little animals are not only beautiful
in their colour, but elegant in their conformation ; for the most
part green, tinged with azure and gold.  Their agility is not a
little surprising ; and they are so tame, as to allow themselves
to be handled with impunity. Kvery tree and shrub swarms
with them: their food is insects, which, but for these animals,
would almost render the country uninhabitable. Like the came-
leon, they have a power of changing their colour, and I have
seen them, when frightened, become almost black.

Next to the cocoa-nut trees, the most prominent objeet is the
mountain cabbage-tree.  This majesuc plant is usu:;lly Found
near the mansions of the planters, und here indeed it furnishoes
a decoration, than which nothing can be imagined more appo-
site, It grows to the height of sixty feet, with a strait conical
trunk, I'ruu_ from branches or unevenness to the top, where
it expands 1nto a4 most extensive umbrella, with its vast ra-
milications of Ic;u'us.uhm-'u twenty leet in leneth. The upper
part of the tiunk, for about twelve or fifteen feet, is of a vay
sreen colour, with @ smooth polished surface ; this it is whicl,

c3 ;
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supports the umbrella, and the fine spreading fruit called (I
know not why) the cabbage. Little use, however, is made of it.
in Barbadoes, where the treeis by no means very abundant, and
the difficulty of obtaining the fruit is considerable, on account of
the immense height, and the smoothness of the bark, espeeially
towards the top.

The tamarind-tree, with its thorny trunk, is very abundant
in the vicinity of Bridgetown ; and a few 5pf:{:imehs are seen
here and there of the gigantie silk cotton-tree. Along the beach
appear also frequent avenues of the manchineal, of a towering
height and bulk, with apples of a most tempting appearance
and smell, very much resembling the golden pippen.  These lie
scattered by thousands on the ground; but the uncautious
stranger will pay dear for his curiosity in tasting the fruit,
whose acrid and morbid juice produces instant excoriation and
wilammation in the mouth and throat, and wherever it touches,
Even water falling from the leaves after a shower of rain, will
blister the skin of those who happen to take shelter under them :
this I have often witnessed.

I all the environs of the town there are numerous plantations
of the plantain, this heing an article of very great consumption ;
it is a vegetable that must naturally occupy the attention of the
stranger, as there is nothing analogous to it in Britain. It rises
to the height of ten or twelve feet, with a tolerably thick stem,
but whichi, in fact, is nothing more than the convolution of its
own leaves, without any solid or woody substance. The leaves,
which spread out at the top like those of the cocoa-nut tree, and
have an agrecable eflect, are of a dark-green colour, and, on
the upper side, remarkably smooth and shining ; they arc very
]ui'gﬁ and broad, and are 1 use for various purposes : amongst
others, that of dressing bhisters and ulcers.  The fruit of the
plantain forms the principal food of the negroes, and is also
much caten by the whites, There is another species, though
not easily distinguished by a stranger, called the banana: itis
considered here as a very delicious iruit.

The plantations of Indian corn are very numerous throughout
the island, as the consumption of it is considerable: among the
negroes.  ‘Lhere are also plantations of cotton ; but it does not
appear to be cultivated here to any great extent. This plant is
very beautifuly both when in blossom and after the pods are
burst. It is not unhke the English currant-bush, but grows to a
larger size ; the Hlowers are \.'L‘Hnw, lil'l"i_li_"; lllni:-ip'u_‘lhilli, and. as
the trees are ali planted in straight lines, both the eye and the
faney are gratificd. The habitations are mostly surcounded with 4
,..11-‘;;:1 aumber of fruit-trees, ]mrli-.-ul;nrl_y oratiges, lemons, |im¢;;-,
and shaddocks. Theye Jast are uncommonly tempting ; the
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magnitude of the fruit, and its fine golden colour, shining
thrnugh the green foliage, combined w |.1:I1 the tracrant smell ex-
haling from the leaves aml blossoms, renders it a treat both to
the l.nt.ue and to the senses,

Fruit however, in ﬂeneml IS very dear thronghout the
island, as but few umqnmtwd} grow it merely for the pur-
poses of sale. An additional feature of interest among these
groves, is the groups of naked negro children of both sexes,
running about in all directions. The females seldom put on any
article r:-t clothing till three or four years old, nor do the males
before ten, and sometimes later. The [H—"“H 1mpmtt=d negroes
too, of whatever age or sex, are seen going about with no other
covering than a handkerchief round the n..tht, and even this
:ltght ..-lppenddqc SeCINS (,\'iLILI'lT.]J, to incommode them.,

The tout ensemble of this scenery creates an undescribable sena
sation in the breast of an European spectator, placed as it were
in a new world, with not a single tree or plant whose aspect
and character |1c: has any !mnwﬁulgrs of. 'T'he birds and ani-
mals are also new to him; and the human beings, scen in
the greatest numbers, look like the inhabitants of another
plam;t

At almost every step, the passenger’s path is crossed by ani-
mals here called land-crabs, which are perpetually e escaping into
some of the innumerable L:.\ ities with which the trlnum! Is per-
forated. A gloomy idea is associated with the appearance of
these animals, as they fill the mind with uneasy reflections, as
to the 'iIi]l'_'Lt‘Ifclll'Il}- of life in these ]maululum resions. Itis we][
known, that the mortal remains of those who !'d.“ victims to the
{:ll{fi.'lliic discases of this country, serve to fatten these voracious
animals. They are nevertheless eaten by the natives, and ac-
counted a great delicacy ; but, by the richer and Iil'\ll!!nllb thc}"
are prev u:nhl'l. fattened for some time on less re !.u]t!llﬂ' fare.
Europeans find it almost impaossible to overcome the tl:wugt €X~
cited by the consideration here stated, so as to feed upon this
hideous animal.

The stranger never fails to c*w.pc-rivm:c' some fresh accession of
amusement lrom eve ry fresh excursion he makes into the coun-
try ; but it 1s only on horseback that these excursions can be
made with satisfac tion, or even with safety. I have sometimes
tuken long walks, but always found myself oppressed and lan-
guid from fatigue and excessive perspiration, and a head-ach
or something worse has generally been the consequence. A ride
of twenty miles is here a very grrmt exertion, and but seldom

".':Ill!['_ll.

As the population of Barbgdoes is very great, the island is

ry-where cultivated ; not a spot is to be seen that is not



14 Waller's Voyage in the West Tndies,

turned to some account. The principal artigle of culture is the
sugar-cane, and the best and most extensive tracts are allotted
to this purpose.  The whole process of thisimportant article of

roduce must necessarily engage the attention of a stranger;
but this has been so frequently described, that few readers can be
deemed unacquainted with it, My inteution in these few pages
being only to attempt to convey to the reader such impressions
of pleasure or surprise as the sight of new objects excited, I
shall avoid all those descriptions which require elaborate inves-
tigation.

[ proceed, in the next place, to oive some account of an ex-
pedition into the interior of the island, which I undertook, in
company with a few friends, shortly after my arrival,  Let me
premise, that very great was the gratification [received from the
contemplation of nature’s lovely scenes, and from the friendly
hospitality of persons till then totally unknown to me.

We started on horseback, four innumber, at day-light in the
morning, on a delightful road along the western coast of the
island, where the surface, though level, displayed some new
feature of beauty at almost every turn. As we advanced to
the northward, the land on our right became every mile more
Jofty and more wild, but with still increasing interest. At the
distance of about ten miles from Bridgetown we arrived at a
considerable village by the sca-side, with a neat chureh, and a
number of very bandsome houses.  After passing this village,
we quittud the sea-side, and began to ascend ;3 and now a diver-
sity of landscape opened upon us in a manner move and more
alfecting and anexpected. At one time, a vast hollow, whose
steep sides would in England be deemed impracticable to de-
scend on horseback, leads you down into recesses where the
sult’s rays cannot penctrate, and, after winding through the
sinuosities of its deep and cool bottom, vou begin again to
ascend an almost perpendicular height, where the sun’s scorch-
ing rays arc felt with all their foree; till having gained the
summit, the sca-breeze again wafts its exhilarating influence
over the exbausted frame. Were it not for this constant source
of coolness, these islands would be scarcely habitable; but so
invigovating 1% the benignant gale, especially on the high
orounds, that it is scarcely possible to lnagine what a luxury it
vields to a person sitting ov lying upon some elevated situation,
This enjoyment we realized in a very superior degree, on ar-
riving at the cstate where we purposed taking breaktast and
dinner. :

Jf"-l|ti,;_~,u,|;_n1l1 our L‘nming was um::'ip{*{:lcd, we had but a Very few
minutes to wait for a sumptuous breakfast, which was scrved
up in the castern gallery, open to the trade-wind, and com-
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manding an extensive view of the interior of the idand. The
houses belonging to these estates are generally built on the most
elevated part of them. This [ presume is done principally with
an eye to the advantageous position of the windmills ; but it con-
tributes besides very materially to the pleasantness and pic-
turesque beauty of the circumjacent landscape. It is gratifying
and consolatory to see with what extraordinary pleasure visitors
are entertained at these habitations : 1t 1s considered as an bo-
nour conferred on the family for a stranger to pay them- an un-
expected visit; and that heart must be cold and insensible, that
can partake of, and reflect on, such genuine benevolence, with-
out experiencing some of those feelings that embellish and illus-
trate human vatare. The plan we bad concerted required the
attendance of our host as a guide, with servants, and cattie to
relieve our own, These wants were speedily supplied; and,
after leaving orders for a dinner to be prepared against our re-
turn, our host set out with vs,all on fresh horses of his own pro-
viding, Our object was to take a view of an estate called
Mount Pleasant, this being the most elevated spot in the whole
island, except a bold peak called Mount Hilloughby, which is
in the immediate vicinity,

We ascended by a most interesting road to this estate, which
1s one of the most considerable in Barbadoes : itappears to great
advantage at a distance, and has very much the appearance of
an English gentleman’s country-seat. The ascent on the western
side Is tolerably easy, and the traveller, in that direction, can-
not anticipate the scene'that bursts suddenly upon the view on
gaining the top of the ridge. 1 had never yet surveyed any of
those enchanting landscapes that are so numerous in the An-
tilles, and was unprepared to meet the impression which this
spectacle made upon me, such as 1 shall never forget. We
found ourselves all at once on the brink of a precipice, and at
our feet a valley of considerable extent hounded by the Eastern
Ocean, {for the sea is here seen on both sides) ; the whole pic-
ture far surpassing the richest culnuriug that my imagination
could have created.  Although every part of the eround before
us was much lower than that on which we stood, it still pos.
sessed all that chaos of mingled objects which 1 have alluded
to above. We here looked down into dark dells apd capi-
cious ravines crossing the valley in all directions; here we
beheld hills of the most fantastic form, every-where overshaded
with H'UUII-, whilst the level gn]lll‘.d at our feet altorded ”UI[II}E‘I‘-
less Sunl].ilﬂr-; of the indu:-;'tr}' and wealth of the planters.  Their
mansions were rcmif:r-_:d conspicuous on every height, by the tall
cabbage-trees and windmills grouped around them. [ could
hiave willingly leoitered here a few Liours, to contemplate this fus.
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cinating panorama ; but we had also to descend into the valley,
to reconnoitre more nLdl]\, some of its most interesting 'LILHH.

The district I have just noticed has received the name ﬂf
Scotland, and bhas a p.u‘hh church dedicated to St. Andrew.
Whether it received this name from the agrotesque wildness of
its scenery assimilating it to the C nlll..i.h_ull..i.tl I know not; but
if the first settlers here were Scote h, they doubtless paid a most
respectful compliment to their Luuutr}, by conferring its name
on this terrestrial paradise.

We had now to dive down 1ato the ravine which in a
fow moments coneealed from our view all the beauties of
the surrounding scenery. But here the botanist might reap
an ample barvest ; for the lavish hand of nature hu.i com-
sletely concealed tlu., soil by her luxuriant vegetation. OQOur
roadl Im. through a wood of extremely lofty trees, and our
attention was much engrossed by the number and variety
of climbing plants, w hich, ascending to the highest branches,
form curtains of such extent and beauty, as no human skill
could pretend to vie with., These planl;s were all covered
with blossoms of the most diversified colours, and so thickly
studded, that in many places several square yards 111|#Iu
be pmu:lw.tl at a hclwht of from forty to sixty feet, uhere,
from the continuity of the blossoms, no other nb.ect was
visible; and, at that distance from the eye, a regularly-painted
surface ol exquisite beauty was t:mmr:nth, f_mﬁpn.,umh.

At the bottom of the ai]{:*. , the ]]l.‘l“lll‘- from which we had
descended presented, in their turn, mmthvr coup d’'atl; the
ascent on thns side being exceedingly steep and abrupt: here
also, the romantic ymk “of Mount Hilinugllh_‘; appears to great
advantage.

Our route lay next through the district where Barbadees tar
(2 bituminous substance well known here) is found in astonish-
ing abundance. The manner of its production is truly curious ;
for it appears to occupy the space between the soil and the rock
which it covers.  An extraordinary consequence of this is, that
the soil, with all that erows upon it, including even the build-
ings and sugar-works, are qtll}iu:' to remove from their
auudllmh J.':]ll descend mto the nearest T:lllc'lr' This circum-
stance, Illl.1l.(ulll'lhlh!{‘ .IH it may be thought, is strictly within
the llnnta of truth. ¢ had observed some L.llﬂmgv-trvm of
an unusual confor m.ltlnn . these, we were assured, had removed
to the distance ol at lcast :1 quarter of a mile hmll their original
site on a neichbouring hill, where had formerly been the hotse
ol a |=| mter.,  These trecs had the vestiges ot roots about six
{eet above the soil on which they al.tm! so as to have all the
i pearance ol ht.,lilﬂ' [11&(.{.11 on the top of ]:-u-:tb.

































































































































































































































































































































