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of the finger. In a consultation between Dr. Baillie
and tt:yself, it was determined that [ should en-
deavour to extract the calculi, which seemed to be
of a moderate size, in the manner which you have
described in the XIth Volume of the Medico-Chi-
rurgical Transactions. On the first introduction of
a pair of forceps, made by Mr. Weiss, I removed
two very small calculi only ; but, in the second at-
tempt, I was more successful, and as many as six
or seven were brought away, of alarger size. The
operation was repeated about ten or twelve times,
at various intervals between the middle of June and
the end of July ; and, in all, about sixty calculi
were extracted. These were of various sizes, a
few not larger than a pin’s head, a great number o}
the size of ordinary peas, but of an oval shape, and
some of them considerably larger. The largest
measured half an inch in one diameter, and five-
eighths of an inch in the other, and had four sides
and angles; and it was not until after two or three
trials that I succeeded in removing it. In each of
the nnsuccessful trials some small fragments were
broken off by the instrnment, and it was in conse-
quence of its being thus diminished in size that I
was at last enabled 1o extract it. At the end of
July, the symptoms were very much relieved, and
no more caleuli could be discovered, either with
the sound, or with the finger from the rectum.
There was, however, still some degree of irritation,
which led to the suspicion of some concretions
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so between them, a stone weighing seventeen grains
and a half was extracted on the 18th of July. About
three weeks after, Sir William, having some fears
that there still remained some stone behind, again
applied to Sir Astley Cooper, who, upon sounding,
found that such was the case; and on making at
that time, at his own house, an attempt to extract,
he brought it part of the way, but found it too
large to bring forward, and therefore returned it ;
and as soen after as the parts would permit, he
commenced enlarging the passage by bougies,
which he continued at intervals for nearly a fort-
night, and then extracted a stone weighing fifty-
four grains, on the 28th of August, 1822.”

Sir William B. suffered pain in making water,
swelling of the corpus spongiosum at the scrotum,
with considerable urethral discharge, until Sep-
tember 23d, when thesymptoms subsided under
the application of fomentations and poultices.

When the size of the stone is observed, it will
not excite surprise that I had considerable difficulty
in extracting the larger, which weighed fifty-four
grains, and which, 1 have sent for the Society’s in-
spection. It was in that part of the urethra near
the glans that the chief impediment was found; and
if 1 had thought it proper to do so, I could have
easily removed it from thence by incision, but I
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the three following years,all of which were removed
by the like means, except that in one of the attacks,
magnesia was substituted for the potash. After
this, he remained nearly free from the complaint
for two years, but it returned in the month of May,
1820. The same remedies were had recourse to,
but without the same success, for after several
weeks’ trial, the symptoms were rather aggravated.
I then found that I had not been sufficiently vigi-
lant in examining the colour of the sand ; for
though it was red at its re-appearance on this occa-
sion as it had been on all the former occasions, I
now found, on inspection, that it consisted of sand
of white colour. This accounted for the want of
success from the alkaline medicines, and imme-
diately the muriatic acid was ordered in the dose
of seven minims, combined with seven minims of
vinum opii, three times a day, duly diluted, Sen-
sible relief was experienced in the course of nine
days, and, in fourteen days, he was free from com-
plaint. In the course of the following year, in place
~of sand, small ealcul: were passed after pretty se-
vere pains in the regiou of the kidneys. These cal-
culi were red internally, and white on their external
parts. But having passed great part of his time in
Ireland in the course of this year, the history of
the treatment is not well ascertained ; but the his-
tory of the symptoms is very distinctly related by

of Medical and Chirurgical Knowledge, 1812, by Sir Gilbert

Blane. Also in an article in Select Dissertations by the same
- author, Lond. 1822,
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mendation of these remedies, that by preventing
additional accretions, the stone becomes smooth,
and gives liitle or no pain, as was eminently exem-
plified in the case of Lord Walpole, related by Dr.
Whytt, about seventy years ago, when the caustic
alkalies, soap and lime water, were first introduced.
In this case the freedom from pain was sach for se-
veral years before death, that the stone was sup-
posed to have been dissolved ; but a pretty large
one, with a smooth surface, was found after death.

Though there may be occasional failures, there-
fore, in the full effect of these remedies, such as are
incident to all remedies, let us not undervalue the
new resources which have recently been devised by
chemistry and surgical skill, for the relief of one of
the most painful, and, hitherto, untractable ma-
ladies incident to humanity. Mankind is deeply
indebted to Dr. Wollaston, for the clear light in
which he has placed the diversity in the composi-
tion of urinary concretions, upon which is founded
a corresponding diversity, and even contrast, in
the quality of the remedies. Nor does the world
owe less to Sir Astley Cooper, for this new method
of extracting calculi of such size by the urethra,
by which, in innumerable instances hereafter, the
most severe suffering and dangers may be averted ;
and this method has this advantage over internal
remedies, that itis applicableto calculi of everycom-
position, whereas there are certain species of them,
such as those composed of oxalite of lime, upon
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7, Spring Gardens, 8th. August, 1823.
Dear Sir,

I mave had occasion, within the last
six weeks, to use with success, your Instrument
for extracting small Calculi from the Bladder.

A young man complained to me of slight
symptoms of Stone, which led me attentively to
examine him with a sound; when I discovered
what I considered a small Calculus, and upon
which we could distinctly hear the Instrument
strike.

I introduced your Instrument and extracted
a Calculus about twelve grains weight, which I
have sent to Sir AsTLEY Coorer.—The patient
is now quite well, every symptom having disap-
peared with its extraction.

It is my opinion that, if Surgeons were to at-
tend to the early symptoms of Calculus more then
they do, and have recourse to this Instrument before
the stone has attained any magnitude, the operation
with the Gorget or Knife would, much seldomer,
be found necessary. I think the profession
and the public are deeply indebted to Sir Astley
Cooper and you for so valuable an Instrument.

I am,
_ Sir,
Your most Obedient Servant,

A. Corranp Hurcuison.
To Mr, Weiss.

N
























27

Thirdly, 1t may be accomplished with very little
pain, and in a short time ; but still, further expe-
rience will be required to determine if it be best to
dilate the meatus in a few minutes, or hours, or in
several days, by more gradual dilatation. I feel dis-
posed to believe, that if the stone be small, the di-
latation should be accomplished in a few minutes;
but if it be large, it will be better to dilate but
little, from day to day, until the greatest degree of
extension is accomplished ; carefully avoiding con-
~ tusion, which is much to be dreaded.

Fourthly, But its greatest advantage is in the pre-
servation of the powers of retention of urine; for if
the operation destroys this power, as thatbyincision
does, I can scarcely acknowledge it to be of value;
for although it is the means of removing the pain
produced by the stone, it exposes the patient to
great suffering from excoriation, and which every
attention to cleanliness, the constant distillation in
urine renders the patient offensive to all around
her.

ASTLEY COOPER.







INSTRUMENT
FOR PASSING A

LIGATURE ROUND A DEEP-SEATED ARTERY,

INVENTED

BY MR. WEISS,

62, Strand, London.

It is very flattering to my feelings, to think that
some of the first Professional gentlemen should
come to my house when any idea strikes them
that improvements could be made in Surgical
Instruments ; one of these gentlemen, Mr. Kir-
Y, of Dublin, stated to me that he had tried
several Mechanics in Dublin, but none of them
could succeed in inventing an Instrument for
Aneurism to his satisfaction, and he had not the
least doubt but I could, with a little perseverance,
accomplish it ; he then gave me an idea of the
operation, in which it is well known to the Surgi-
cal profession, that the most difficult part con-
sists in passing the Ligature round the Artery
if deep-seated, and in extricating the thread
from the eye of the needle after it is passed
round- the Artery. The instrument which I in-
vented will be found, it is hoped, to obviate the

above mentioned difficulties. it has already been
g 2
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EXPLANATION.

A {il) The Needle which has a hole in the end
~ of it marked L, which has the spring in it. When
the Instrument is to be prepared for use, you must
put that end of the spring marked G into the hole
marked L, at the end of the Instrument A (1) and
push it quite home, then put the end of the Liga-
ture through the hole marked D, from the out-
side of the Needle, and the same end again from
the inside through the hole marked F, which is
the hole in the end of the spring G ; the Ligature
will lie on the outside of the Needle as in the
Plate ; and is then charged and ready for use:
introduce the Needle thus threaded, under the
Artery ; next take the second part of the Instru-
ment marked (2) and lead it down to the joint B,
till the notch drops into the screw. Press the
finger on the rough part of the Instrument marked
I (2) when the point M will be found to catch
hold of the eye of the spring to which the Ligature
is attached.

Take hold with the finger and thumb of that
part of the Instrument marked K, and press it
downwards, which process will be found to draw
out the spring and with it the Ligature,  When
the spring and Ligature are drawn out, the best
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As every man is at least entitled to the credit of his own
Invention, and as Mr. Weiss has, with regret, been
informed that insinuations have been thrown out
against the originality of his Aneurism Needle, and
that too, by Professional Gentlemen from whose edu-
cation and habits he would have expected greater li-
berality, he deems it a justice to his own character to
lay before the Public, the following Letter jfrom Mr.
Kirby, of Dullin, in answer to one_from Mr. Weiss

“on the subject of the said Aneurism Needle,

26, Warwick Street, Dublin,
February 17th, 1823,

SIR,

I have at length received my parcel,
and with many thanks 1 acknowledge your im-
proved Aneurism Needle. I defered my reply
to you until I had an opportunity of speaking from
experience of the value of the Instruments. It is
unquestionably a great improvement—it merits
all the praise bestowed on it by Mr. Travers, and
does infinite credit to your genius. Sanctioned
by the approbation of Sir A. Cooper, Mr. Brodie,
Mr. Travers, &c. it will soon be in the possession
of every Surgeon ofrespectability. I am obliged to
you for the notice you have taken in your adver-
tisement, of my share of the invention, and shall
do you equal justice by stating the circumstances
which led to an invention of such importance.

In September last, accompanied by my friend
Mr. Melin, I bad a long conversation with you on
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instrument, and she had no difficulty in submitting
to its extraction. In my return home, I called
upon Mr, Weiss, in the Strand, and requested
him to make me a Speculum to dilate the meatus,
and he, with his accustomed ingenuity, imme-
diately suggested an instrument infinitely better
devised than any I could have contrived for the

purpose.

On the 7th of January, 1822, the above medi-
cal gentlemen accompanied me to the house of
our patient, and at eight o’clock in the morning
I introduced the dilator. At four o’clock in the
afternoon of the same day, I removed the instru-
ment, and readily introduced my finger into the
the bladder by the meatus, which was sufliciently
dilated for that purpose, and directly felt the
stone. [ then passed a pair of forceps into the
bladder, and immediately grasped the stone with
them, and extracted it. The stone was soft, and its
outer shell separated from its interior ; I therefore
passed a pair of flat forceps into the bladder, and
removed the larger fragments of caculus; but for

several days some small portions passed away with
the urine.

During the removal of the stone she was
resting across the bed, unconfined by bandages.

For a few days after the operation, she had a

B
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Mary Wallace, thirty-one years of age, of a
delicate frame and irritable constitution, was ad-
mitted into St. Thomas’s Hospital on the 24th
of last October, with well marked symptoms of
stone in the bladder. The presence of the calculus
was ascertained by sounding ; but the operation
was deferred in consequence of her being out
of health, until the 22nd of November. On that
day I introduced the dilator, and separated the
blades until the patient complained of pain ; and
then, waiting till the uneasiness had subsided, I
again increased the expansion of the instrument
by means of the screw, till pain was reproduced.
In the course of a few minutes the painful sense
of stretching and distention was relieved, and I
proceeded with the dilatation. In this manner, re-
gulated by the feelings of my patient, I continued
gradually and cautiously to enlarge the meatus
during two hours and a half. [ was then enabled
to introduce, with ease, my fore finger into the
bladder; and finding that the calculus was in
a favorable position, I introduced a pair of straight
forceps, without waiting for further dilatation,
and readily seized the stone in its long axis. I
proceeded immediately to the extraction, but,
from the size of the calculus, I was unable to
bring it readily through the meatus, and during
this attempt she complained of much greater pain
than at any time during the dilatation. As I
held the stone in the most favorable position, I
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urethra. 1 employed for this purpose the instru-
ment which you invented and which has been
used and recommended by Sir Astley Cooper.
The dilatation was effected very readily, but gra-
dually, in the space of twenty-four hours. The
patient suffered little inconvenience afterwards,
except from incontinence of urine, which, however,
ceased to trouble her 1n less than a fortmight from
the time of the operation.

i am, Sir, Your obedient Servant,

B. C. BRODIE.
Mgr, Wgiss, 62, Strand.

Dundee, 16th March, 1824,

SIR,

In November, 1823, 1 succeeded, in
presence of Mr. Crichton and Dr. Nemmo, of
this town, in extracting a calculi from the bladder
of a female, between sixty and seventy years of
age, by means of your forceps, after having di-
lated the urethra to a considerable extent, for
twenty minutes prior to the operation, with vour
dilator, for the invention of which, I think, you
deserve great credit.

For some weeks before, I had tried ineffectually
the spongtents and afterwards a dilator, used for
extracting bullets in gun shot wounds.

The Stone measures 2 inches in length.

Do. do. 12 inches in breath.
Do. do. 1 inch in thickness.
Weight 91 drams troy.
Being, | believe, the largest that has been taken
from the bladder without the knife.

The lady had an excellent recovery without any
untoward af:cldent and is, at this moment, in
perfect health,

So much for your Satisfaction,
ALLEX. RAMSAY, M.D.
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tum or sweet oil should be applied to the piston :
or should it, on the other hand, get too loose, put
the piston into some water boiling hot, and there
let it remain for a quarter of an hour; after which,
apply some pomatum or sweet oil, and it will then
operate correctly. When the syringe is not likely
to be wanted again for some time, it is recom-
mended that the piston be taken out, and with the
inside of the cylinder, be cleaned and wiped dry.

—
—_—

Further Testimonials of Mr., Weiss’ Instruments.

Dr. Vance, the Surgeon of Greenwich Hospital,
introduced the forceps and extracted part of a
broken stone in the first effort. In the next at-
tempt several small pieces were removed. :

The patient, a very old man, was suffering
under another disease of which he died, and many
small stones were found in the diseased’s bladder
that had been long incapable of retaining more
than an ounce or two of urine. He thinks, under
circumstances of better health, that the instrument
might have enabled him to extract all the calculi.

Greenwich Hospital, 14 March, 1824,
- SIn,

It is admitted by all who exercise the
Profession of Surgery, that the possession of pro-
per instruments is a valuable acquisition, and
however competent a Surgeon may be to give
directions for the construction of Instruments for
particular purposes, a great deal must depend on
the genius and ability of the maker. 1 have had
the satisfaction of observing, that you not only
evince great facility in executing the designs of
others, but that the profession is much indebted
to you for many inventions, which are calculated

to lessen human affliction.
As the Instrument Maker to Greenwich Hos-
pital, your zeal, attention and ability, entitle you

- .
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way, and with extreme distress to the patient, the
water was drawn off.

Much local pain, fever, and tenderness about
the lower part of the abdomen, followed the ope-
ration, for which symptoms, he was, for some time,
attended by Dr, Hooper, The retaining an elastic
gum catheter in the bladder, and occasionally
changing it, constituted nearly the whole of his
surgical treatment ; for although it might be sup-
posed that his rupture ought to be supported by
some sort of bandage, and attempts of this sort
were repeatedly made, he could never bear them,
for if the hernial tumor was raised only three inches,
it invariably produced a pain in the bladder, only
relieved by letting it down again.

Feb. 1822, The general health began to decline,
the appetite gave way, while nausea, and some-
times vomiting, came on. The bowels acted regu-
larly, but medicines failed in removing the irri-
table state of the stomach, which, at length, re-
jected every thing that was taken ; he now sunk
more rapidly, and on Apri/8 died.

I was desired to examine the body ; which, with
the contained viscera, was excessively loaded with
fat. ‘The pyloric end of the stomach was drawn
downward by the omentum, which descended at
once by the spacious opening at the groin into the
hernial sac. Into the same cavity, the whole of
the colon had passed down, and was closely ad-
herent to the parietes of the bag ; the very adhe-
sions having become as much loaded with fat, as
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urethra was a ragged opening, passing through the
substance of the gland, for the extent of an inch ;
by this opening a large-sized bougie freely entered,
and as freely passed out, through a second opening,
through the projecting part of the gland, into the
cavity of the bladder. The mucous membrane near
these openings was extremely vascular and irritable.
From the great difficulty experienced, and the
violence that had been employed in the first intro-
duction of the catheter, it is pretty clear the instru-
ment was then forced through the substance of the
enlarged gland ; for that operation was attended
with such exeruciating pain that he roared and
stamped furiously, and bled so freely by the urethra
and through the eatheter, that although it was pre-
sumed a quart of urine was drawn off, it was not
easy to determine what proportion of it was blood.

The ulcers in the urethra appeared to be the
result of the irritation and friction incident to the
frequent removal of the catheters, an operation
that always excited extreme pain ; and as this dis-
tress was of course regulated by the degree of
change the instrument had undergone by lying in
the urethra, it became a peculiar care to withdraw
the catheter sufficiently early. There was consider-
able difficulty in determining this point correctly.
The progress of this case, however, afforded Mr.
Heavisipe a favourable opportunity for ascer-
taining the comparative value of elastic gum ca-
theters, of common, and those of superior manufac-
ture, applied in the same case, and under the same
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The simplicity of action of the new apparatus
has rendered it an object of jealousy and of ca-
lumny to the Cuppers, because its construction
enables any one of good natural sense to apply it,
and many gentlemen in the country who have
been obliged to come to town from the country
when they required Cupping, now use it as a do-
mestic remedy. The late eminent actor, Mr. J.
Kemble, who was frequently obliged to be Cupped,
constantly carried my instrument with him on his
travels, and the operation was performed on him
by his own servant. He stated to me, that before
he was in possession of this instrument, he was
once compelled to leave a shooting party in the
North of Scotland, for the sole purpose of coming
to London to be Cupped !

The professional Cuppers have published long
treatises on their complicated art and operation
of Cupping ; I shall briefly state those circum-
stances which are considered necessary and proper
to be attended to.---First, set the Lancets of the
Scarificator to a proper depth ; on this absolutely
depends its success. If the Lancets be set too deep,
they penetrate through the skin down to the adi-
pose substance that interposes between it and the
parts beneath, leaving incisions of such a length
as to allow the cellular tissue and fat to protrude as
soon as the glass isapplied, by which the wounded
capillaries are compressed and their bleeding en-
tirely suppressed. On the other hand, if the
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