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DR. FRANKLIN’S ESSAYS,

HUMOUROUS, MORAL, AND LITERARY.

00—

ON EARLY MARRIAGES.
To John Alleyn, Esq.

DEAR JACK,

You desive, you say, my impartial thonghts
on the subject of an early marriage, by way
of answer to the numberless objections that
have been made by numerouns persons to
your own. You may remember, when yon
consulted me on the oceasion, that I thought
youth on both sides to be no objection.  In-
deed, from the marriages that have fallen
under iy observation, I am rather inclined
to think, that early ones stand the best
chance of happiness. The temper and ha-
bits of the young arve not yet become so stiff
and uncomplying, as when mdre advanced in
life ; they formy more easily to each other,
and hence, many vecasions of disgust are
removed.  Auwd if youth has less of that
prudence which is necessary to manage a
family, yet the parents and elder friends of
young marvied persons are generally at
hand to afford their advice, which amply
supplies that defect; and, by early mar-
viage, youth is svoner formed to regular and
useful life ; and possibly some of those acci.
dents, or connexions, that might have in-
jured the constitution, or reputation, or
both, are thereby happily prevented. Par-
ticular civcumstances of particular persons,
may possibly sometimes make it prudent to
delay entering into that state; but, in gene-
ral, when nature has rendered our bodies fit
for it, the presumption is in nature’s favour,
that she has not judged amis: in making us
desire it. Late marriages are often attend-
ed, too, with this further inconvenience, that
there is not the same chance that the pa-
rents should live to see their offspring edu.
cated. ¥ Late children,” says the Spanish
proverb, “are early orphans.” A melan.
choly reflection to those whose case it may
be! With us in America, marriages are
generally in the morning of life; our chil-
dren are therefore educated and setiled in
the world by noon ; and thus, our business
being done, we have an afternoon and even-
ing of cheerful leisure to ourselves, such as
our friend at present enjoys. By these early

marriages we are blessed with more chil
dren 3 and from the mode among ns, found.
ed by nature, of every mother suckling and
nursing her own child, more of them uare
raised. Thence the swift progress of popu-
lation among us, unparalelled in Europe.
In fine, I am glad you are married, and con-
gratulate you most cordially upon it. You
are now in the way of becoming a nsgeful ei-
tizen ; and you have escaped the uanatural
state of celibacy for life—the fate of many
here, who never intended it, but who having
too long postponed the change of their con-
ditions, find, at length, that it is too late to
think of it, and so live all their lives in a situ-
ation that greatly lessens a man'’s value, An
odd volume of a set of books, bears not the
value of its proporfion to the set; what
think you of the odd bhalf of a pair of scis-
sors? it can't well cut any thing; it may
possibly serve to scrape a trencher.

Pray make my compliments amd best
wishes acceptable to your bride, T am old
and heavy, or I should ere this have pre-
sented them in person. 1 shall make bui
small use of the old man's privilege, that of
giving advice to younger friends. Treat
your wife always with respect ; it will pro-
cure respect to you, not ouly from her, but
from all that observe it.  Never use a slighi-
ing expression to her, even in jest; for
slights in jest, after frequent bandyings, are
apt to end in angry earnest. Be studious in
your profession, and you will be learned.
Be industrious and frugal, and you will be
rich. Be sober and temperate, and you
will be healthy. Be in general, virtuous,
and you will be happy. At least, you will,
by such conduct, stand the best chanece fur
such consequences. I pray God to bless
on. both! being ever your affectionate

riend,
B. FRANKLIN.

ON THE DEATH OF HIS BROTHER,
MR. JOHN FRANKLIN.

TO MISS HUBBARD.

I coNpoLE with you. We have lost a
most dear and valuable relation. Bat it is
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suppliant petition for relief, having been
obliged to employ the hand of another in
transcribing the request which I have now
the honour to prefer to you.

Condescend, sirs, to make my parents
sensible of the injustice of an exclusive ten-
derness, and of the necessity of distributing
their eare and affection among all their
children equally. .

1 am, with a profound respect, Sirs,
Your obedient servant,
Tue Lerr HaxD.

e r—

HANDSOME AND DEFORMED LEG.

Tuere are two sorts of people in the
world, who, with equal degrees of hm_l}h
and wealth, and the other comforts of life,
become, the one happy, and the other mise-
rable. This arises very much from the dif-
ferent views in which they consider things,
persons, and events, and the effect of those
different views upon their own minds,

In whatever situation men can be placed,
they may find conveniences and inconve-
niences ; in whatever company, they may
find persons and conversation more or less
pleasing ; at whatever table, they may meet
with meats and drinks of Dbetter and worse
taste, dishes better and worse dressed ; in
whatever climate, they will find good and
bad weather; under whatever govermment,
they may find good and bad laws, and good
and bad administration of those laws; in
whatever poem, or work of genivs, they
may see faults and beauties; in almost
every face, anid every person, they may dis-
cover fine features and defeets, good and
bad qualities.

Under these circumstances, the two sorts
of people abovg-mentioned fix their atten-
tion : those who are disposed to be happy,
on the conveniences of things, the pleasant
parts of conversation, the well-dressed dishes,
the gooduess of the wines, the fine weather,
&, and enjoy all with cheerfulness ;—those
who are to be unhappy, think and speak
only of the contraries. Hence they are con-
tinually discontented themselves, and, by
their remarks, sour the pleasures of society,
offend personally many people, and make
themselves every where disagrecable. 1f
this twrn of mind was founded in natore,
such wnhappy persons would be the more to
be pitied. But as the disposition to erti-
cize and to be disgusted is, perhaps, taken
up originally by imitation, and is, unawares,
grown iato a habit, which, though at present
sirong, may nevertheless be cured, when
those who have it are convineed of its bad
effect on their felicity 5 1 hope this little ad-
monition may be of service to them, and put
them on changing 2 habit, which, though in
the exercise ss chiefly an act of imagina-

tion, yet it has serious consequences in life,
as it brings on real griefs and misfortunes.
For as many as are ofiended by, and nobody
loves, this sort of people, no one shews them
more than the most common eivility and
respect, and scarcely that; and this fre-
quently puts them out of humour, and draws
them into dispuies and contentions.  If they
aim at obtaining some advantage in rank or
fortune, nobody wishes them success, or will
stir a step, or speak a word, to favour their
pretensions. If they incar public censure
or disgrace, no one will defend or excuse,
and wany join 1o aggravate their miscon-
duct, and render them completely odious,
If thete people will not chaoge this bad
habit, and condescend to be pleased with
what is pleasing, without fretting themselves
or others about the contraries, it is good for
others to aveid an acquaintance with them,
which is always disagreeable, and sometimes
very inconvenient, especially when one finds
one’s self entangled in their quarrels.

An old phiiosophical friend of mine was
grown, from experience, very cautious in
this particular; and carefully avoided any
intimacy with such people. He had, like
other philosophers, a thermometer to shew
him the heat of the weather, and a baro-
meter to mark when it was likely to prove
good or bad 5 but there being no instrument
invented to discover, at first sight, this un-
pleasing disposition in a person, he, for that
purpose, made use of his legs ; one of which
was remarkably handsome, the other, by
& e accident, crooked and deformed. Ifa
&lianger, at first inter'riew, |~¢=g-ar{|.|;-d his
ugly leg more than his handsome one, he
doubied him. If he spoke of it, and took
no netice of the handsome leg, that was suf
ficient to determine my philosopher to have
no further acquaintance with him. Every
I-HJIi}" has not this l“'u-]t'gg‘eﬂ instemment :
but every one, with a little attention, may
observe sigos of that carping, fault-finding
disposition, and take the same resolution of
avoiding the acquaintance of those infected
with it. I therefore advise those critical,
querulous, discontented, unhappy people, if
they wish to be respected and beloved
others, and happy in themselves, they shou
leave off looking at the ugly leg.

CONVERSATION OF A COMPANY OF
EPHEMERZE ;

With the Soliloquy of one advanced in A ge.

TO MADAME BRILLIANT,.

You may remember, my dear friend, that
when we lately spent that happy day, in the
delightful garden and sweet society of the
Moulin Joly, 1 stupt a litile in one of our
walks, and staid semc time behind the com.
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pany.  We had been shewn numberless ske-
Tetons of a kind of litile fly, called an Ephe-
mere, whose successive generations, we
were told, were bred and expired within the
day. 1 happened to see a living company
of them on a leaf, who appeared to be en-
gaged in conversation. You kiow 1 under-
stand all the inferior animal tongues; my
too great application to the study of them
is the best excuse I can give for the little
progress 1 have made in your charming lan-
guage. 1 listened through curivsity to the
discourse of these little creatures; but as
they, in their national vivacity, spoke three
or four together, 1 could make but little of
their conversation, 1 found, however, by
some broken expressions that I heard now
and then, they were disputing warmly on the
merit of two foreign musicians, one a cousin,
the other a muschefo ; in which dispute they
spent their time, seeming as regardless of
the shortuess of their life, as if they had
been sure of living a month. Happy peo-
ple, thought I, you live certainly under a
wise, just, and mild government, since you
have no public gricvances to complain of,
nor any other subject of contention but the

werfections or imperfections of foreign musie,
1 turned my head from them to an old grey-
headed one, who was single on another leaf,
and talking to himself.  Being amused with
nis solilogquy, 1 put it down in writing, in
hopes it will likewise amuse her to whom 1
am s0 much indebted for the most pleasing
of all amusements—her delicious company
and heavenly harmony.

“ It was,"” =ays he, ¥ the opinion of learn-
ed philosophers of our race, who lived and
flovrished long before my time, that this
vast world, the Moulin Joly, could not it-
scll sebsist more than eighteen howrs, and I
think there was some foundation for that
uﬁ»lﬂi:m; since, by the apparent motion of
the great luminary, that gives life to all na-
ture, and which in my time has evidently
declined considerably towards the ocean at
the end of the earth, it must then finish its
course, be extinguished in the waters that
surround us, and leave the world in cold
and darkness, necessarily producing uni-
versal death and destruction. 1 have lived
seven of those hours; a great age, being no
less than 420 minutes of time! How very
few of us continue so long! I have seen
generations born, Hourish, and expire. My
present friemls are the children and grand-
“children of the friends of my youth, who are
‘now, alas! no more; and I must soon follow
‘them = for, by the common course of nature,
though still in health, 1 cannot expect to
dive above seven or cight minutes longer.
What now avails all my toil and labour i
awassing honey-dew on this leaf, which I
cannet live to enjoy?  What my political
struggles 1 have been engaged in, for the

]gmuod of my compatriot inhabitants of this
sh? or my philosophical studies for the
benefit of onr race in general '—for in po-
litics (what can laws do without morals {}
olr present race of ephemers will ina course
of minutes become corrupt, like those of
other and older bushes, and consequently as
wretched, And in philosophy, how small
our progress ! Alas! art is long, and life is
short. My friends would comfort me with
the wdea of a name they say I shall leave
behind me ; and they tell me 1 have lived
long enough to nature and to glory., But
what will fame be 1o an ephemerse who no
longer exists ? and what will become of all
history in the ecighteenth hour, when the
world itself, even the whole Moulin Joly,
shall come to its end, and be buried in an
universal ruin

To me, after all my eager pursuits, no
golid pleasures mow remain, but the reflec-
tion of a long life spent in meaning well, the
sensible conversation of a few good lady
ephemera, and now and then a kind smile
and a tune from the ever-amiable Brilliant.

B. FRANKLIN.

MORALS OF CHESS,

PLAYING at chess is the most ancient and
univeirsal game known among men ; for its
original is beyond the memory of history,
and it has, for numberless ages, been the
amusement of all the civilized nations of
Asia, the Persians, the Indians, and the
Chinese. Europe has had it above a thousand
vears ; the Spaniards bave spread it over
their part of America, and it hegins to make
its appearance in these States. It is so
interesting in itself, as not to need theview of
gain to induce engaging in it ; and thence it is
never played for money. Those, therefore,
who have leisure for such diversions, cannot
find one that is more innocent; and the
fullowing piece, written with a view to
currect (among a few youug friends) some
little improprieties in the practice of it, shews
at the same time, that it may, in its effects
on the mind, be not merely innocent, but
advantageous, to the vanquished as well as
the victor.

The game of chess is not merely an idle
amusement. Several very valuable qua-
lities of the mind, useful in the cowrse of
human life, are to be acquired orstrengthened
by it, so as to become habits, ready on all
occasions. For life is o kind of chess, in
which we have points to gain, and compe-
titors or adversaries to contend with, and in
which there is a great variety of good and ill
events, that are, in some degree, the effecis
of prudence or the want of it. By playing
at chess then, we learn,—

1. Foresight, which looks o little into
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futurity, considers the consequences that
may attend an action: for it is continually
aeeurring to the player, “If 1 move this
picee, what will be the advantage of my new
situation ! What use can my adversary make
of it to annoy me?  What other movescan 1
make to support it, and to defend myself
from his atiacks I

Il. Circumspection, which surveys the
whole chess-board, or scene of action, the
relations of the several pieces and situations,
the dangers they are respectively exposed
to, the several possibilities of their aiding
each other, the probabilities that the adver-
sary may take this or that move, and attack
this or the other piece, and what different
meanscan be used to avoid the stroke or turn
its consequences against him.

I Caunfion, not to make our moves too
hastily. This habit is best acquired by ob-
gerving strictly the laws of the game, such
as, “1If you touch a piece, yon must move
it somewhere ; if you set it down you must
let it stand ;" and it is therefore best that
these rules should be observed ; as the game
thercby becomes more the image of human
ufe, and particularly of war; in which, if
you have incautiously put yourself into a
bad and dangerous position, you cannot
obtain your enemy’s leave to withdraw your
troops, and place them more securely, but
vou must abide all the consequences of your
razhness.

Aud, lastly, we learn by chess the habit
of not being discowraged by present bad
appearances in the state of our affuirs,
the habit of hoping for a faveurable change,
and that of persevering in the senrch of
resources. The game s so full of events,
there is such a variely of turns in it, the
fortune of it is so subject to sudden vicissi-
tudes, and one so frequently, after long
contemplation, discovers the means of ex-
tricating one's self from a supposed insur-
mountable difficulty, that one is enconraged
to continue the contest to the last, in hope
of victory by our own skill, or at least of
giving a stale mate, by the negligence of
our adversary. And whoever considers, what
in chess he often sees instances of, that
particnlar pieces of suceess are apl to pro-
duee presumption, and its consequent inat-
tention, by which the loss may be recovered,
will learn not to be too much disconraged
by the present success of his adversary, nor
to despair of final good fortune, upon every
little check he receives in the pursait of if.

That we may, therefore, be induced more
frequently to choose this beneficial amuse-
ment, in preference to others, which are not
attended with the same advantages, every
circumstance which may increase the plea-
sure of it should be regarded; and every
action or word that is unfair, disrespectful,
or that in any way may give uneasiness,

ghould be avoided, as contrary to the imme-

“diate intention of both the players, which is,

to pass the time agreeably.

Therefore, first, If it is agreed to play
according to the strict rules ; then those
rules are to be exactly observed by both
parties, and should not be insisted on for
one side, while deviated from by the other—
for this is not eguitable,

Secondly, If it is agreed not to observe
the rules exactly, but one party demands
indulgences, he should then be as willing o
allow them to the other.

Thirdly, No false move should ever be
made to extricate yourself out of a difficulty,
or to gain an advantage. There can be no
pleasure in playing with a person once de-
tected in such unfair practices.

Fourthly, If your adversary is long in
playing, yon ought not to hwry him, or to
express any uneasiness at his delay.  You
ghould not sing, nor whistle, nor look at your
watch, nor takeup a book to read, nor make
a tapping with your feet on the floor, or
with your fingers on the table, nor do any
thing that may disturb his attention. For
all these things displease ; and they do not
shew your skill in playing, but your craf-
tiness or your rudeness,

Fifthly, You ought not to endeavour to
amuse and deceive your adversary, by pre-
tending to have made bad moves, and
saying that you have now lost the game, in
order to make him secure and careless, and
inattentive to your schemes ; for this is fraud
and deceit, not skill in the game.

Sixthly, You must not, when you have
gained a victory, use any trinmphing or in-
sulting expression, nor shew too much plea-
sure ; but endeavour to console your adver-
sary, and make bim less dissatistied with
himself, by every kind of civil expression
that may be used with truth ; such as, “ You
understand the game better than I, but you
are a little inattentive ; or, you ph{tuu fast ;
or, you had the best of the game, but some-
thing happened to divert your thonghts, and
that turned it in my favour.”

Seventhly, If you are a spectator while
others play, observe the most perfect silence.
For if you give advice, you offend both par
ties; him against whom you give it, because
it may cause the loss of his game ; and hi
in whose favour you give it, because, thou
it be good, and he follows it, he loses 1%5
pleasure he might have had, if you had per-
mitted him to think uwntil it had occurred to
himself.  Ewven after a move, or moves, you
must not, by replacing the pieces, shew how
'at might have been placed better ; for that

ispleases, and may occasion disputes and
doubts about their true situation. All
talking to the players lessens or diverts theiy
attention, and is therefore unpleasing. Nor
should you give the least hint to either
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party, by any kind of noise or motion. If however, that the quantities of food and
you do, you are unworthy to be a spectator. exercise are relative things: those who
If vou have a mind to exercise or shew your move much may, and indeed ought, to eat
judgment, do it in playing your own game, more; those who use little exercise, should
when you have an opportunity, not in criti- eat little. In general, mankind, since the
cising, or meddling with, or counselling the improvement of cookery, eat aboul twice
lay of others. as much as naturve requires. Suppers are
Lastly, If the game is not to be played not bad, if we have not dined ; but restless
rigoronsly, according to the rules above- nights naturally follow hearty suppers, after
mentioned, then moderate your desire of vie- _i'ull dinners. Indeed, as there is a difference
tory over your adversary, and be pleased in coustitutions, some rest well after these
with one over yourself. Snatch not eagerly meals; it costs them only a frighful dream
at every advantage offered by his unskil- and an apoplexy, after which they sleep
fulness or inattention ; but point out to him  till doomsday. Nothing is more common
kindly, that by suclia move he places or in the newspapers, than instances of people,
leaves & piece in danger and unsupported ;5 who, after eating a hearty supper, are found
that by another he will put his king in a dead a-bed in the morning.
perilous situation, &ec. By this generous Another means of prescrving health, to
civility (so uppﬂm“’ie to the unfairness above be attended to, is the having a constant
forbidden) you may, mdeed, happen to lese  supply of fresh aiv in your bed-chamber,
the game to your opponent, but you will It has been a great mistake, the sleeping in
win what is better, his esteem, his respect, rooms exactly closed, and in beds surround-
and his affection; together with the silent ed by curtains. No outward air that may
approbation and good-will of impartial come into you, is so unwholesome as the
spectators. unchanged air, often breathed, of a close
chawber. As boiling water does not grow
hotter by longer boiling, if the particles that
receive greater heat can escape; so living
bodies do not putrify, if the particles, as

THE ART OF PROCURING PLEASANT

DREAMS. : fast as they become putrid, can be thrown off.
Inseribed by Miss * * %, Nature expels them by the pores of the skin
“BEING WRITTEN AT HER REQUEST. and lungs, and in a free open air they are

carried off ; but in a close room,we receive

As a great part of our life is spentin them again, aud again, though they become
sleep, ;lur‘mf which we have sometimes wmoreand more corrupt. A number of per-
leasing aml sometimes painful dreams, it sonscrowded intoa small room, thus spoil the
wecomes of some consequence to obtain the air in a few minutes, and even render it
one kind, and avoid the other ; for whether mortal, as in the Black Hele at Caleutta.
real or imaginary, pain is pain, and pleasure. A single person is said only to spoil a
is pleasure. If we can sleep without gallon of air per minute, and therefore re-
dreaming, it is well that painful dreams are quires a longer time to spoil a chamberful ;
avoided. 1f, while we sleep, we can have but it is done, however, in proportion, and
any pleasing dreams, it is, as the French wmany putrid disorders have hence their
say, tant gague, so much added to the plea- origin. It is recorded of Methusalem, who
sure of life. being the longest liver, may be supposed to
To this end it is, in the first place, neees- have best preserved his health, that ]he slept
sary to be careful in preserving health, by always in the open air; for, when he had
due exercise and great temperance ; for, i lived five hundred years, an angel said to
sickness, the imagination is disturbed ; and  him, % Arise, Methusalem, and build thee an
disagreeable, sometimes terrible, ideas are house, for thou shalt live yet five hun-
apl to present themselves. Exercise should dred years longer.” But Methusalem answer-
precede meals, not immediately follow ed and said ; If T am to live but five hun-
them : the first promotes, the latter, woless  dred years longer, it is not worth while to
moderate, obstructs digestion. If after ex- build me an house—I will sleep in the air
ercise we feed sparingly, the digestion will as I have been used to do.” Physicians,
be easy and good, the body lightsome, the after having for ages contended that the
temper cheerful, and all the animal func- sick should not be ndulged with fresh air,
tions performed agreeably. Sleep, when it have at length discovered that it may do
follows, will be natural and undisturbed. them . It is therefore to be hoped,
While indolence, with full feeding, oecasions that they may in time discover likewise,
night-mares and horrors inexpressible : we _ that it is not hurtful to these who are in
fall from precipices, are assaulted by wild ~ health; and that we may then be cured of
beasts, murderers, and demons, and expe- the aérophobic that at present distresses
rience every variety of distvess, Observe, weak minds, and makes them choose to be

[
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stifled and poisoned, rather than leave open
the window of a bed chamber, or put down
the glass of a coach. :

Confined air, when saturated with per-
spirable matter,* will not receive more:
and that matter must remain in our bodies,
and occasion diseases: but it gives some

vious notice of its being about to be
Eruiﬁnl, by producing certain uneasinesses,
slight indeed at first, such as, with re-
gard to the lungs, is a trifiing sensation, and
to the pores of the skin a kind of restless-
ness which is difficult to describe, and few
that feel it know the caunse of it. But we
may recollect that sometimes, on wakin
in the night, we have, if warmly covered,
found it difficult to get to sleep again. We
tarn often, without finding repose in any
position. This fidgettiness, to use a vulgar

ression for want of a better, is occasion-
ed wholly by an uneasiness in the skin,
owing to the retention of the perspirable
matter—the bed-clothes having received
their quantity, and, being saturated, refu-
sing to take any more. T'o become sensible
of this by an experiment, let a person keep
his position in the bed, but throw off the
bed-clothes, and suffer fresh air to ap-
proach the part uneovered of his body ; he
will then feel that part suddenly refreshed :
for the air will immediately relieve the skin,
by receiving, licking up, and earrying off,
the load of perspirable matter that incom-
moded it. For every portion of cool air
that approaches the warm skin, in receiving
its part of that vapour, receives therewith
a degree of heat, that ravefies and renders it
lighter, when it will be pushed away, with its
burden, by cooler and therefore heavier fresh
air; which, for a moment supplies its place,
and then, being likewise changed, and
warmed, gives way toa sncceeding quantity.
This is the order of nature, to prevent
animals being infected by their own per-
spiration. He will now be sensible of the
difference between the part exposed to the
air, and that which, remaining sunk in the
bed, denies the air access: for this part now
manifests its uneasiness more distinetly by
the comparison, and the seat of the uneasi-
ness is more plainly perceived, than when
the whole surface of the body was affected
by it.

Here then is one great and general canse
of unpleasing dreams. For when the body
15 uncasy, the mind will be disturbed by it,
and disagreeable ideas of various kinds will,
n sleep, be the natural consequences. The
remedies, preventive and curative, follow :

—

* What physicians eall the perspirable matter, is
that vapour which passes off from our bodies, from
ihe lungs and through the poves of the skin, The
Efimmy of this is said to be five-cighths of what we

1. By eating moderately (as  before ad
vised for health’s sake) less perspirable
matter is produced in a given {ime ; hence
the bed clothes receive it longer before they
are saturated ; and we may, therefore, sleep
longer, before we are made uneasy by their
:I"E'ﬁ.'lﬁ"lu_g' to receive any more.

2. By using thinner and more porous bed.
clothes, which will suffer the perspirable
matter more easily to pass through them,
we are less incommoded, such being longer
tolerable,

3. When you are awakened by this un-
casiness, and find you cannot easily sleep
again, get out of bed, beat up amd turn
your pillow, shake the bed-clothes well,
with at least twenty shakes, then throw the
bed open, and leave it to gool; in the mean-
while, continuning undrest, walk abont your
chamber, till your skin has had time to
discharge its load, which it will do sooner
as the air may be drier and colder. When
you begin to feel the cold air unpleasant,
then return to your bed ; and vou will soon
fall asleep, and your sleep will be sweet and
pleasant. All the scenes presented to your
fancy will be of the pleasing kind. 1am
often as agreeably entertained with them, as
by the scenery of an opera.  If yon happen
to be too indolent to get out of bed, you
may, instead of it, lift wp your bed-clothes
with one arm and leg, so as to draw in a
good deal of fresh air, and, by letting them
fall, force it out again; this, repeated twen-
ty times, will so clear them of the perspi-
rable matter they have imbibed, as to per-
mit your sleeping well for some time after-
wards.  But this latter method is not equal
to the former. &R

Those who do not love trouble, and can
afford to have two beds, will find great
luxury in rising, when they wake in a hot
bed, and going into the cool one. Such
shifting of beds would also be of great ser-
vice to persons ill of a fever, as it refreshes
and frequently procures sleep. A very
large bed, that will admit a removal so dis.
tant from the fivst situation as to be cool
a;::li sweet, may ina degree answer the same
end.

One or two observations more will con
clude this little piece. Care must be taken,
when you lie down, todispose your pillow
50 as to suit your manner of placing your
head, and to be perfectly easy ; then place
your limbs s0 as not to bear inconveniently
hard upon one another; as for instance, the
joints of your ancles : for though a bad posi-
tion may at first give but little pain, and
be hardly noticed, yet a continuance will
render it less tolerable, and the uneasiness
may come on while you are asleep, and
disturb your imagination.

These are the rules of the ari, But
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fhough they will generally prove effectual
in IE-nducin the end intended, there isa
case in which the most punctual observance
uf them will be totally fruitless. 1 need not
mention the case to you, my dear friend :
but my acconnt of the art would be imper-
fect without it. The case is, when the per-
son who desires to have the pleasant dreams
bas not taken care to preserve, what is ne-
cessary above all things,

A GOOD CONSCIENCE.

ADVICE TO A YOUNG TRADESMAN.
Written anno 1748,
TO MY FRIEND, A, B,

As you have desired it of me, I write the
following hints, which have been of ser-
vice to me, and may, if observed, be so to
you.

ReveMBER that #ime is money. He that
can earn ten shillings a-day by his labour,
and goes abroad, or sits idle one half of that
day, though he spends but sixpence during
his diversion or idleness, ought not to rec-
kon that the only expense; he has really
spent, or rather thrown away, five shillings
besides,

Remember that eredit is money. If a
man lets his money lie in my hands after it
iz due, he gives me the interest, or so much
as I can make of it during that time. This
amounts to a considerable sum where a man
has good and large credit, and makes good
use of it.

Remember that money is of a prolifie, ge-

perating nature, Money can beget money,
and its offspring can beget more, and s0 on.
Five shillings turned is six ; tuwmed again it
is seven and threepence; and so on till it
becomes an hundred pounds. The more
there is of it, the more it produces ever
turning, so that the profits rise quicker a
quicker. He that kills a breeding sow, de-
stroys all her offspring to the thousandth
generation. He that murders a crown, de-
stroys all that it might have produced, even
scores of pounds,

Remember that six nds a-year is but a
groat a-day. For this little sum, (which
may be daily wasted, either in time or ex-
Eenae, unperceived) a man of credit may, on

is own security,have the constant possession
and use of an hundred pounds. S0 much in
stock, briskly turned by an industrious man,
Pnl)lde“cﬂ great advantage,
member this saying, * The V=
master is lord of ﬂ.nuthergmnn‘ﬂ pum Pqi—le
that is known to pay punctually and exactly
to the time he promises, may at any time,
and on any occasion, raise nE'Irl the money his

friends can spare. This is <ometimes of great
use, After industry and frugality, nothing
contributes more to the raising of a young
man in the world, than punctuality and jus
tice in all his dealings: therefore never keep
borrowed money an hour beyond the time
you promised, lest a disappointment shut
up your friend's purse for ever.

The most trifling actions that affect a
man’s credit are to be regarded, The sound
of your hammer at five in the morning, or
nine at night, heard by a creditor, makes
him easy six months longer ; but if he sees
you at a billiard-table, < hears your voice
at a tavern, when you should be at work, he
sends for his money the next day ; demands
it before he can receive it ina lomp.

It shews, besides, that you are mindful of
what you owe ; it makes you appear a care.
ful, as well as an honest man, and that siill
increases your credit.

Beware of thinking all your own that you
possess, and of living accordingly. Itisa
mistake that many people who have credit
fall into. To prevent this, keep an exact
account, for some time, both of yvour ex-
penses and your income. If you take the
pains at first to mention particulars, it will
have this good effeet; yon will discover
how wonderfully small trifling  expenses
mount up to large sums, and will discern
what might have becn, and may for the fu-
ture be saved, without oceasioning any great
inconveniences.

In short, the way to wealth, if you desire
it is as plain as the way to market. 1t de-
pends chiefly on two words, industry and
Sfrugality ; that is, waste ueither #ime nor
money, but make the best use of both.
Without industry and frugality nothing will
do, amd with them every thing. He that

sall he can honestly, and saves all he gets
E:ie:maq' expenses excepted), will certainly

me rich—if that Being, who governs the

worldy to whom all should look for a hless-

mg on their honest endeavours, doth not, in
his wise providence, otherwise determine.
AN OLD TRADESMAN,

NECESSARY HINTS TO THOSE THAT
WOULD BE RICH.

Wiitien anno 1736.

THE use of money is all the advaniage
there is in having money.

For six pounds a-year you may have the
use of one hundred pounds, provided you
are @ man of known prodence and honesty.

He that spends a groat a-day idly, spends
idly above six pounds a.year, which is the
price for the use of one hundred pounnds,

He that wastes udly a groat’s worth of his

5



19 NR. FRANKLIN'S ESSAYS.

time per day, one day with another, wastes
the privilege of nsing one hundred pounds
cach day. | oo

He that idly loses five shilling’s worth of
time loses five shillings, and. might as pru-
dently throw five shillings into the sea.

He that loses five shillings, not only loses
that sum, but all the advantages that might
be made by turning it in dealing ; which, by
the time that a young man becomes old,
will amount to a’ considerable sum of mo-
ney. .
igﬂin; he that sells upon credit, asks a
price for what he sells equivalent to the prin-
cipal and interest of his money for the time
he is to be kept out of it ; therefore, he that
buys upon credit, pays interest for what he
buys ; and he that pays ready money, might
let that money out to use; so that he that
possesses any thing he has bought, pays in-
terest for the use of it.

Yet, in buying goods, it is besi to pay
veady money, because, he that <ells upon
credit, expects to lose five per cent. by bad
debts ; therefore he charges, on all he sells
upon credit, an advance that shall make up
that deficiency.

Those who pay for what they buy upon
credit, pay their shave of this advance.

He that pays ready money, escapes, or
may escape that charge.

A penny sav'd is twopence cleaz
A pina day's a groat a-year,

THE WAY TO MAKE MONEY PLEN-
TY IN EVERY MAN'S PNCKET.

A this time, when the general complaint
is that—"* money is scarce,” 1t will be an act
of kindoess to ioform the moneyless how
they may reinforce their pockets, I will
acquaint them with the true secret of money-
catching — the certain way to fill empty

urses—and how to keep lEem always full.
wo simple rules well observed, will do the
business,

First, Let honesty and industry be thy
constant companions: and,

Secondly, Spend one penny less than thy
clear gains.

Then shall thy hide-bound pocket soon
begin to thrive, and will never again
with the empty belly-ache : neither will ere-
ditors insult thee, nor want oppress, nor
hunger bite, nor nakedness freeze thee. The
whole hemisphere will shine brighter, amd
pleasure spring up in every corner of thy
heart. MNow, there embrace these rules
and be happy. Banish the bleak winds of
sorrow from thy mind, and live indepen-
dent. Then shalt thon be a man, and not
hide thy face at the approach of the rich,

sior suffer the pain of feeling little when the |
sons of fortune walk at thy right hand: for
independency, whether with little or much,
is good fortune, and places thee on even
ground with the proudest of the golden
tleece.  Oh, then, be wise, and let industry
walk with thee in the morning, and attend
thee until thou reachest the evening hour
for rest. Let honesty be as the breath of
thy soul, and never forget to have a penny,
when all thy expenses are enumerated and
paid : then shalt thou reach the point of
happiness, and independence shall be thy
shield and buckler, thy belmet and crown ;
then shall thy sonl walk upright, nor stoop
to the silken wretch because he hath riches,
nor pocket an abuse because the hand which
offers it wears a ring set with diamonds.

AN ECONOMICAL PROJECT.

A translation of this Letter appeared in one
of the daily papers of Paris about the
year 1784. The following is the original
piece, with some additions and corrections
made by the author. :

To the Authors of the Journal.
MESSIEURS,

You often enterfain us with accounts of
new discoveries. Permit me to communi-
cute to the publie, through your paper, one
that has lately been made by myself, and
which T conceive may be of great utility.

I was the other evening in a great com-
pany, where the new lamp of Messrs. Quin-
quet and Lange was introduced, and much
admired for its splendour ; but a general in-
quiry was made, whether the oil it consumed
was not in proportion to the light it afford-
ed, in which case there would be no saving
in the use of it., No one present could sa-
tisfy us in that point, which all ought
to be known, it being a very desirable thing
to lessen, if possible, the expense of lighting
our apartments, when every other article of
family expense was so much augmented.

I was pleased to see this general concern
for economy, for I love economy exceed
ingly. .

naih;rm:t home, and to bed, three or four
hours after midnight, with my head full of
the subject. An accidental sudden noise
waked me about gix in the morning, when 1
was surprised to find my room filled with
light ; and I imagined at first, that a num-
ber of those lamps had been brought into it :
l‘nlg rubbing my eyes, 1 perceived the light

in at the windows. I got up and look-
ed out to see what might be the oceasion of
ity when I suw the sun just 1 ising above the
horizon, from whence he potved his ray -
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plentifully into my chamber, my domestic
baving negligently omitted the preceding
evening to close the shutters.

1 looked ‘at my watch, which goes very
well, and found that it was about six o’clock;
and still thinking itsomething extraordinary
that the sun should rise so early, 1 looked
inte the almanack, where [ found it to be
the hour given for its rising on that day. 1
luoked forward too, and found he was to
vise still earlier every day till towards the
¢ad of June ; and that at no time in the
vear he vetarded his rising so long as till eight
o'clock. Your readers, who with me bave
never seen any signs of sunshine before
noon, and seldom regard the astronomical
part of the almanack, will be as much asto-
nished as 1 was, when they hear of his rising
so early; und especially when I assured
them, that he gives light as soon as he rises.
I am convineed of this. 1 am certain of my
fact. [ saw it with my own eyes. And
having repeated this observation the three
following morniogs, 1 found always precise-
ly the same result.

Yet it so happens, that when I speak of
this discovery to others, I can easily per-
ceive by their countenances, thongh they
forbear expressing it in words, that they do
not quite believe me. One, indeed, who is
a learned natural philosopher, bhas assured
me, that I must certainly be mistaken as to
the circumstance of the light coming into my
room ; for it being well known, as he says,
that there could be no light abroad at that
hour, it follows that none could enter from
without 3 and that of consequence, my win-
dows being accidentally left open, instead of
letting in the light, had only served to let
vut the darkness : and he used many inge-
nious arguments to shew me how I might,
by that means, have been deceived. 1 own
that he puzzled me a little, but he did not
satisfy me ; and the subsequent observations
1 made, as above mentioned, contfirmed me
in my first opinion. :

This event has given rise, in my mind, to
several serious and important reflections, I
considered Lthat, if 1 had not been awakened
s0 carly in the morning, I should bave slept
six hours longer by the light of the sun, and
in exchange, have lived six hows the follow-
ing night by candle-light ; and the latter
being a much more expensive light than the
former, my love of economy induced me to
muster up what little arithmetic T was mas.
ter of, and to make some calculations, which
1 <hall give you, after observing, that utility
ig, in my opinion, the test of value in mat-
ters of invention, and that a discovery which
can be applied to no use, or is not good for
something, is good for nothing.

I took for the basis of my ealculation the
supposition, that there are 100,000 families
in Paris, and that these families consume in

the night half a pound of bougies, or candles
per hour. I think this is a moderate allow
ance, taking one family with another; for
though 1 believe some consume less, 1 know
that many consume a great deal more.
Then estimating seven hours per day, as the
medium quantity between the time of the
sun’s rising and our’s, he rising during the
six following months from six to eight hours
before noon, and there being seven hours of
course per night in which we burn candles,
the account will stund thus :—

In the six months between the twentieth
of March and the twentieth of September,
there are

Nights ..... St ivie
Hours of each night in which
we burn candles ,....... v

183

Multiplication gives for the
total number of hours....
These 1,28)1 hours multiplied
by 100,000, the number of
inhabitants given ........
One  hondred  twenty - eight
millions and one hundred
thousand hours, spent at
Paris by candle-light, which
at half a pound of wax and
tallow per hour, gives the
weight'of vl dc. o,
Sixty-four millions and fifty
thousand of pounds, which,
estimating the whole at the
medinm price of thirty sols
the pound, makes the sumn
of ninety-six millions and
seventy-five thousand livres
EOUEDOES o . Jvanine oo doiasns

1,281

128,100,000

4,050,000

96,075,000

An immense sum ! that the city of Paris
might save every year, by the economy of
using sunshine instead of candles,

If it should be said, that people are apt
to be obstinately attached to old customs,
and that it will be difficult to induce them
to rise before noon, consequently my disco-
very can: be of little use; 1 answer, Ni
desperandum. [ believe all who have com-
mon sense, as soon as they have learnt
from this paper, that it is day-light when
the sun rises, will contrive to rise with him ;
and to compel the vest, I would propose the
following regulations :

First. Let a tax be laid of a louis per
window, on every window that is provided
with shutters to keep out the light of the
sun. :

Second. Let the same salutary operation
of police be made use of to prevent our
burning candles, that inclined us last winter
to be more economical in burning wood ;
that is, let guards be placed in the shops of
the wax and tallow-chandlers, and no fa-

F2



12

mity be permitted to be supplied with more
'th:-ﬂ?lr one pound of candles per week.

Third. Let guards also be posted to stop
all the coaches, &e. that would pass the
streets after sum;-c:i E}‘Ililﬁ[!'t those of physi-
clans, su ng, and midwives,

‘Fuurthl:ge%mrg morning, as soon as the
sun rises, let all the bells in every church be
et a ringi“g‘-} and if that is not suﬂiml:ut,
let cannon be fired in every street, to wake
the sluggards effectually, and make them
open their eyes to see their true interest.

All the diffieulty will be in the first two or
‘three days ; after which the reformation will
‘be as natural and easy as the present livegu-
larity ; for ce w'est que le premier pas qui
confe. Oblige a man to rise at four in the
morning, and it is more than p_l‘.'}hulr:l-ln he
shall go willingly to bed at eight in the
evening ; and, having had eight hours’
sleep, he will rise more willingly at four the
following morning. But this sum of ninety-
six millions and seventy-five thousand livres,
is not the whole of what may be saved by
my cconomical project. You may observe,
that I have eaiculated upon only ene halt
of the year, and much may be saved in the
other, though the days are shorter. Besides,
the immense stock of wax and tallow left
unconsumed during the summer, will pro-
bably make candles much cheaper for the
enswing winter, awd continne cheaper as
long as the proposed reformation shall be
supported.

For the great henefit of ‘this discovery,
thus freely communicated and bestowed by
me on the public, I demand neither place,
pension, exclusive privilege, or any other
veward whatever. I expect only to have the
honour of it. And yet 1 know there are lit-
tle cavions minds who will, as usual, deny
me this, and say, that my invention was
known to the ancients, and perhaps they
may bring passages out of the old books in
proof of it. T will not dispute with these
people that the ancients knew not the sun
would rise at certain hours; they possibly
had, as we have, almanacks that predicted
it : but it does not follow from thence, that
they knew he gave light as soon as he vose.
This is what I claim as my discovery. If
the ancients knew it, it must have been long
since forgotten, for it certainly was unknown
to the moderns, at least to the Parisians ;
which to prove, I need use bul one plain
simple argument. They are as well in-
structed, judicious, and prudent a people as
exist any where in the world, all prufﬁﬁi:ﬁ,
like myself, to be lovers of cconomy ; and,
from the many heavy taxes required from
them by the necessities of the state, have
surely reason to be economical. I say itis
impuossible that 80 sensible a people, under
guch civeumstances, should have lived so
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long by the smoky, unwholesome, and ¢nor-
mously expensive light of candles, if they
had really known that they might have had
as much pure light of the sur for nothing.
[ am, &e.
AN ABONNE.

SKETCH OF AN ENGLISH SCHOOL.

For the Consideration of the Trustees of
the Philadelphia Academy.

IT is expected that every scholar to be
admitted into this school, be at least able to
ronounce and divide the syllables in read.
ing, and to write a legible hand. None to
be received that are under  years of age.

'F]RI-T, OR LOWEET CLASS.

Let the first class learn the English gram-
mar rules, and at the same time let particu-
lar cave be taken to improve them in ortho-
graphy. Perhaps the latter is best done by
pairing the scholars; two of those nearest
equal kn their spelling to be put together.
Let these strive for victory ; each propound-
ing ten words every day to the other to be
spelled, He that ﬁ[-'ll!l?; truly most of the
other's words, is victor for that day; he
that is victor most days in a month, to ob.
tain a prize, a pretty neat book of some
kind, useful in their future studies. This
method fixes the attention of children ex-
tremely to the uthuﬁmph'y of words, amnd
makes them good spellers very early. It is
a shame for a man to be so ignorant of this
little art, in his own language, as to be per-
petually confounding words of like sound,
and different significations ; the conscions-
ness of which defect makes some men,
otherwise of good learning and understand-
ing, averse to writing even a common letter,

* Let the pieces read by the scholars in this
class be short 5 such as Croxal's fables and
little stories. In giving the lesson, let it be
read to them ; let the meaning of the diffi-
cult words in it be explained to them : and
let them con it over by themselves before
they ave called to read to the master or
usher; who is to take particular care that
they do not read too fast, and that they du-
Iy observe the stops and pauses. A vocabu-
lary of the most usual difficult words might
be formed for their use, with explanations,
and they might daily get a few of those

s and explanations by heart, which
would a little exercise their memories ; or at
least they might write a number of them in
a small book for the purpose, which would
help to fix the meaning of those wonds
in their minds, and at the same time furni-h
every one with a little dictionary for his fu-
ture use.
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THE SECOND CILAFS.

To be tanght reading with attention, and
with proper modulations of. the voice, ac-
cording to the sentiment and the subject.

Some short pieces, not exceeding the
length of a Spectator, to be given this class
for lessons, (and some of the easier Specta-
tors would be very suitable for the purpose.)
These lessons might be given every night as
tasks; the scholars to study them against
the moming. Let it then be required of
them to give an account, first of the parts
of speech, and construction of one or two
sentences. This will oblige them to recur
frequently to their grammar, and fix its
principal rules in thelir memory. Next, of
the intention of the writer, or the scope of
the piece, the meaning of each sentence, and
of every uncommon word. This would
early acquaint them with the meaning and
force of words, and give them that most
necessary habit of reading with attention.

The master then to read the piece with
the proper modulations of voice, due em-
phasis, and suitable action, where action is
required ; and put the youth on imitating
his manner.

Where the author has used an expression
not the best, let it be pointed out; and let
his beauties be particularly remarked to the

th.

ml‘.et the lessons for veading be varvied, that
the youth may be made acquainted with
good styles of all kinds in prose and verse,
and the proper mamner of reading each
kind : sometimes a well-told story, a piece
of a sermon,, a general's speech to his sol-
diers, a speech in a tragedy, some part of a
comedy, an ode, a satire, a letter, blank
verse, Hudibrastic, heroie, &c.  But let
such lessons be chosen for reading as coniain
some useful instruction, whereby the under-
standing or morals of the youth may at the
same time be improved.

1t is requwred that they should first study
anid understand the lessons, before they are
put upon reading them properly : to which
end each boy should have an English die-
tionary to help him over difficulties. When
our boys read English to us, we are apt to
imagine they understand what they read,
because we do, and because it is their mo-
ther tongue, But they often read as par-
rvois speak, knowing little or nothing of the
meaning. And it is impossible a reader
should give the due modulation to his voice,
and pronounce properly, unless his under-

ing goes before his tongue, and makes
him master of the sentiment.  Accustoming
boys to read alond what they do not first
understand, is the cause of those even set
tones so common among veaders, which,
when they have once got a habit of using,
they find so difficult 1o correct; by which
meuns, among fifty readers we scarcely find
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a good one. For waut of good reading,
pieces published with a view to influenve
the minds of men, for their own or the pub-
lic benefit, lose half their force. Were there
but one good reader in a neighbourhood, a
public orator might be heard thronghout a
nation with the same advantages, and have
the same effect upon his andience as if they
stood within the reach of his voice,

THE THIRD CLASE.

To be taught speaking properly and grace-
fully, which ‘s near a-kin to good reading,
and naturally follows it im the stidies of
youth, Let the scholars of this class begin
with learning the elements of rhetoric from
some short system, o as to be able to give
an account of the most useful tropes and
figures, Let all their bad habits of speak-
ing, all offences against good grammar, all
corrupt or foreign accents, and all improper
phrases, be pointed out to them. Short
speeches from the Roman or other history,
or from the parliamentary debates, might
be gat by heart, and delivered with the pro-
per action, &c. Speeches and scenes in our
best tragedies and comedies, (avoiding ever
thing that could injure the morals of youth
might likewise be got by rote, and the boys
exercised in  delivering or acting them
great care being taken to form their manner
after the truest models.

For their farther improvement, and a little
to vary their studies, let them now begin to
read history, after having got by heart a short
table of the principal epochas in chronology.
They may begin with Rollin’s ancient and
Roman histories, and proceed at proper
hours, as they go through the subsequent
classes, with the best histories of our own
nation and colonies. Let emulation be ex-
cited among the boys, by giving, weckly,
little prizes, or other small encouragements,
to those who are able to give the best ac-
count of what they have read, as to times,
places, names of persons, &c. This will
make them read with attention, and imprint
the history well in their memories. In re-
marking on the history, the master will have
fine opportunities of instilling instruction of
various kinds, and improving the morals, as
well as the understandings, of youth.

The natural and mechanic history, con.
tained in the Spectacle de la Nature, might
also be begun in this class, and continued
through the subsequent classes, by other
books of the same kind: for, next to the
knowledge of duty, this kind of knowledge
is certainly the most nzeful, as well as the
most entertaining.  The merchant may
thereby be enabled better to waderstand
many commodities in trade ; the handicrafts-
man to improve his business by new instru-
ments, mixtures, amd materials, and fre-
quently hints are given for new methods of
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improving land, that may be set on foot
greatly to the advantage of a country.

THE FOURTH CLASS.

To be taught composition, Writing one’s
own language well 15 the next necessary ae-
complishment after good speaking. Tt is
the writing-master’s business to take care
ihat the boys make fair characters, and place
them straight and even in the lines ; but to
form their style, and even to take care that
the stops and capitals ave properly dispused,
is the part of the English master. The boys
should be put on writing letters to each
other on any common occurrences, and on
various subjects; imaginary business, &ec. 3
containing little stories, aceounts of thei
late reading, what parts of authors please
them, and why ; letters of congratulation,
of compliment, of request, of thanks, of re-
commendation, of admonition, of consola-
tion, of expostulation, excuse, &c.  In these
they should be taught to express themselves
clearly, concisely, and naturally, without
aflected words, or high-flown phrases. All
their letters to pass through the master’s
hand, who is to point out the faulis, advise
the corrections, and commend what he finds
right. Some of the best letters published in
their own language, as Sir William Tem-
ple’s, those of Pope, and his friends, and
some others, might be set before the youth
as models, their beauties pointed out and
explained by the master, ihe letters them-
selves transcribed by the scholar.

Dyr. Johnsow's Ethices Elementa, or First
Principles of Movality, may now be read by
the scholars, and explained by the master,
to lay a solid foundation of virtue and piety
in their minds. And, as this class continues
the reading of history, let them now, at
proper hours, receive some farther instrue-
tivn in chronology, and in that part of geo-
graphy (from the mathematical master)
which is necessary to understand the maps
and globes. They should also be acquainted
with the modern names of the places they
find mentioned in ancient writers ;—the ex-
ercises of good reading, and proper speak-
ing, still continued at suitable times.

FIFTH CLASS.

To improve the youth in composition,
they may now, besides continuing to write
letters, begin to write little essays in pr
and sometimes in verse: vot to make them
poets, but for this reason, that nothing ae-
quaints a lad so speedily with a variety of
expression, as the necessity of finding such
words and phrases as will suit the measure,
sound, and rhyme of verse, and, at the same
time, well express the sentiment. These
cssays should all pass under the master’s
eye, who will point out their faults, and put
the writer on correcting them. Where the
Judgment is not ripe enough for forming

new essays, let the sentiments of a Spectator
be given, and required to be clothed in the
scholar's own words ; or the circumstances
of some good story ; the scholar to find ex-
pression. Let them be put sometimes on
abridging a paragraph of a diffuse anthor;
sometimes on dilating or amplifying what is
wrote more closely. And now let Dr. Juhn-
son’s Noetica, or First Principles of Human
Knowledge, containing a logic, or art of
reasoning; &e¢. be read by the youth, and
the difficulties that may oceur to them be
explained by the master. The reading of
history, and the exercizes of good reading
and just speaking, still continued.

EIXTH CLASS.

In this clags, besides continuing the stu-
dies of the preceding in history, rhetoriec,
logic, moral and mnatural philosophy, the
best English authors may be read and ex-
plained ; as Tillotson, Milton, Locke, Ad-

Pope, Switt, the higher papers in the
Spectator and Guardian, the best translations
of Homer, Virgil, and Horace, of Telema-
chus, Travels of Cyrus, &ec.

Ouce a year let there be public exercises
in the hall; the trustees and citizens pre-
sent. Then let fine gilt books be given as
prizes to such boys as distinguish them-
selves, and excel the others in any branch
of learning, making three degrees of com-
parison ; giving the best prize to him that
performs best, a less valuable one to him
that comes up next to the best, and another
to the third ;—commendations, encourage-
ment, and advice to the rest, keeping up
their hopes, that, by industry, they may
excel another time. The pames of those
thin obtain the prize to be yearly printed in
a list,

The hours of each day are to be divided
and disposed in such a manner, as that some
classes may be with the writing-master, im-
proviug their hands, others with the mathe-
matical master, learning arithmetic, ac-
counts, geography, use of the globes, draw.-
ing, mechanics, &ec.; while the rest are
the English school, under the English mas-
ter's care.

Thus instructed, youth will come out of
this school fitted for learning any business,
calling, or profession, except in such wherein
languages are required ; and, though unae-
quainted with any ancient or foreign tongue,
they will be masters of their own, which is
of more immediate and general use, and,
withal, will have aftained many other valua-
ble accomplishments: the time usually
spent in acqu'trin% those languages, often
without success, being here employed in
laying such a foundation of knowledge and
ability, as, properly improved, may qualify
them to pass through and execute the several
offices of civil life, with advantage and re-
putation to thewselves and country,
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ON MODERN TNNOVATIONS IN THE
ENGLISH LANGUAGE, AND IN
PRINTING,

) NOAH WEBSTER, JUN, ESQ. AT
HRHe HARTFORD

Philadelphia, Dec. 26, 1789.
DeAn SIR,

I RECEIVED some time since your Fis-
sertation on the English Language, 1t is
an excellent work, and will be greatly useful
in turning the thoughts of our countrymen
to correct writing. Please to accept my
thanks for it, as well as for the great honour
you have done me in its dedication. T ought
to have made this acknowledgment sconer,
but much indisposition prevented me.

I cannot but appland your zeal for pre-
serving the purity of our language, both in
its expression and pronunciation, and in
correcting the popular errors several of our
states are continually falling into with re-
spect to both. Give me leave to mention
some of them, though possibly they may
have already occurred to you. I wish, how-
ever, that, in some future publication of
your's, you would set u discountenancing
mark upon them. The first | remember is
the word improved. When Ileft New Eng-
land in the vear 1723, this word had never
heen used among us, as far as T know, but
in the sense of ameliorated, or made beller,
except once in a very old book of Dr. Ma-
ther's, entitled @ Remarkable Providences.”
As that man wrote a very obscure hand, 1
remember that when I read that word in his
ook, used instead of the word emplogyed, I
conjectured that it was an ervor of the prin-
ter, who had mistaken a short 7 in the wri-
ting for an r, and a y with too short a tail
for a u, whereby employed was converted
into improved: but when I retwrned to
Boston in 1733, I found this change had
obtained favoury and was then become com-
mon ; for I met with it often in p-m:silig the
newspa where it frequently made an
'a.ppexmmﬂm ridiculous. Such, for in-
stance, as the advertisement of a country-
house, which had been many years improved
as a tavern; and in the character of a de-
ceased country gentleman, that he had been,
for more than thil't%l years, improved as a
justice of peace. This use of the word

mprove is peculiar to New England, and
not io be met with among any other speakers
of English, either on this or the other side
of the water.

~ During my late absence in France, I find
‘that several other new words have been in-
troduced into owr parliamentary language.
For example, 1 find a verb formed from t
‘substantive notice : I should not huve wo-
ticed this, were it not that the gentleman,
“§e.  Also another verb from the substantive

advocate: The gentleman who advocates, or
who har advocated, fhat motion, §e. Ano-
ther from the substantive progress, the most
awkward and abominable of the three : The
committee  having rfmgrﬂmd, resolved fo
adjosrn.  The word opposed, thongh not a
new word, 1 find used in a new manner, as,
The gentlemen who are opposed to this
measure, fo which I have also myself always
been opposed.  If you should happen to be
of my opinion with respect to these innova

tions, you will nse your authority in repro-
bating them.

The Latin language, long the vehicle used
in distributing knowledge among the dif-
ferent nations of Europe, is daily more and
more neglected; and one of the modern
tongues, viz. French, seems, in point of uni-
versality, to have supplied its place. It is
spoken m all the courts of Eunrope; aml
most of the literati, those even who do not
speak it, have acquired a knowledge of it,
to enable them easily to read the books that
are written in it. This gives a considerable
advantage to that nation : it enables its au
thors to incaleate and spread through other
nations such sentiments and opinions, on
important points, as are most conducive to
its interests, or which may contribute to its
reputation, by promoting the common inte-
rests of mankiond. It is, perhaps, owing to
its being written in French, that Voltaire's
Treatige on Toleration has had so sudden
and so great an effect on the bigutry of
Europe, as almost entirely to disarm it—
The general use of the Freach language has
likewise a very advantageous effect on the
prufits of the bookselling branch of com
merce ; it being well known, that the more
copies can be sold that are struck off from
one composition of types, the prolits in-
crease in a much greater proportion than
they do in making a greater number, of
pleces in any other kind of mamnfacture ;
and at present there is no capital town in
Europe without a French bookseller’s shop
corresponding with Parvis, OQur English bids
fair to obtain the second place. The great
body of excellent printed sermons in our
language, and the freedom of our writings
on political subjects, have induced a preat
number of divines, of different sectz and na
tions, as well as gentlemen econceroed in
public affairs, to study it so far at least as
read it. And if we were to endeavour the
facilitating its progress, the study of our
tongne might become much more general.
Those who have employed some part of
their time in learning a new language, must
have frequently obscrved, thai, while their
acquaintance with it was imperfect, diffi-
culties, small in themselves, have operaied
as great ones in obstructing their progress.
A book, for example, ill prioted, or a pro-
nunciation o speaking not well articulated,

-
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would render a  sentence uniltlel]igible,
which firom a clear print ora distinct speaker
would have been immediately comprehended.
If, therefore, we would have the benefit of
sceing our language more lly khown
among mankind, we shounld endeavour to
remove all the difficalties, however small,
that discourage the learning of it. But I
am sorry to observe, that of late years those
difficulties, instead of being diminished,
have been an ted.

In examining the English books that were
printed between the Restoration and the
aceession of George the Second, we may
observe, that all substantives were begun
with a capital, in which we imitated our
mother-tongue, the German. This was
more particularly useful to those who were
not well acquainted with the lish, there
being such a prodigious number of our

onﬁ that are both verbs and substantives,
and spelt in the same manner, though often
accented differently in pronunciation. This
method has, by the fancy of printers of late
years, been entirely laid aside, from an idea,
that suppressing the capitals shews the cha-
racter to greater advaniage ; those letters,
prominent above the line, disturbing its
even, regular appearance. The effect of
this change is so considerable, that a learned
man of France, who used to read our books,
though not perfectly acquainted with our
language, in .conversation with me on the
subject of our authors,attributed the greater
obscurity he found in ouwr modern books,
com with those of the period above-
mentioned, to a change of style for the worse
in our writers; of which mistake I con-
vineed him, by marking for him each sub-
stantive with a capital, in a paragraph, which
he then casily understood, though befure he
could not comprehend it. This shews the
inconvenience of that pretended improve-
ment.

From the same fondness for an uniform
and even appearance of characters in a line,
the printers have of late banished also the
Italic types, in which words of importance
to be attended to in the sense of the =en-
tence, and words on which an emphasis
should be put in reading, used to be printed.
And lately another fancy has induced other
printers to use the round s instead of the
long one, which formerly served well to dis-
tinguish a word readily by its varied ap-
pearance. Certainly the omitting the pro-
minent letter makes a line appear more
even, but renders it less immediately legi-
ble; as the paring off all men's noses might
smooth their features, but would render
their physiognomies less distinguishable.—
Add to all these improvements backwards
another modern fancy, that grey printing is
more beautiful than black. ence the
English new books are piinted in so dim a

character, as to be read with difficulty by
old eyes, unless in a very strong light, and
with glasses. Whoever compares a
volume of the Gentleman’s Magazine, print-
ed between the years 1731 and 1740, with
one of those printed in the last ten years,
will be convinced of th? muchhgrezml* degree
of perspicuity given by black than by the grey.
I.ngi?{g:mm?:iild Easautly itlﬂﬂ{kﬂlglhiﬁ
difference to Faulkener, the printer of the
Dublin Journal, who was vainly making en
cominms on his own paper, as the most com-
plete of any in the world. « Buat, Mr.
Faulkener,” says my lord, # don’t you think
it might be still farther improved, by using
paper and ink not quite so near of a colour
For all these reasons, 1 cannot but wish our
American printers would, in their editions,
avoid these fancied improvements, and
thereby rvender their works more agrecable
to foreigners in Europe, to the great advan-
t of our bookselling commerce.

arther, to be more sensible of the advan-
tage of clear and distivet printing, let us
cousider the assistance it affords in reading
well aloud to an auditory. In so doing, the

gencrally slides forward three or four
words before the voice. I the sight clearly
distinguishes what the coming words are, it
gives time to order the modulation of the
voice to express them properly ; but if they
are obscurely printed, or disguised by omit-
ting the capitals or long /s, or otherwise,
the reader is apt to modulate wrong ; and,
finding he has done so, he is obliged to go
back, awd begin the sentence again, which
legsens the pleasore of the hearers. This
leads me to mention an old error in our
mude of printing. We are sensible that
when a question is met with in the reading,
there is a proper vaviation to be used in the
management of the voice; we have, there
fore, a point called an intervogation affixed
to the question, to distinguish it.  But this
is absurdly placed at its end, so that the
reader does not discover it till he finds that
he was wrongly modulating his voice, and
is therefure obliged to begin again the sen-
tence. To prevent this, the Spanish priot-
ers, more sensibly, place an interrogation at
the beginning as well as at the end of the
question. We have another ervor of the
same kind in printing plays, where some-
thing often occurs that is marked as spokea
aside. But the word aside is placed at the
end of the speechy when it ouglht to precede
ity as a direction to the reader, that he may
govern his voice accordingly.  The practice
of our ladies, in meeting five or six together,
to form little busy parties, where each is
employed in some useful work, while one
reads to them, is so commendable in itself,
that it deserves the attention of authors and
printers to make it as pleasing as possible,
both to the reader and Licarers.
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My best wishes attend you, being, with
Bincere esteei,
Sir,
Your most obedient and

Very humble servant,
B. FRANKLIN.

AN ACCOUNT OF THE HIGHEST COURT OF
JUDICATURE IN PENNSYLVANIA, VIZ.

THE COURT OF THE PRESS.

- Power of this court.

IT may receive and promulgate accusa.
tions of all kinds, against all persons amd
characters among the citizens of the state,
and against all infeiior courts; and may
Jjudge, sentence and condemn to infamy,
not only private individuals, but public
bodies, &c. with or without inquiry or hear-
ing, at the court’s discretion.

Whose favour, ov for whose emolument
this court is established.

In favour of about one citizen in five
hundred, who, by education, or practice in
scribbling, has acquired a tolerable style as
to grammar and construction, so as to bear
printing; or who is possessed of a press
and a few types. This five hundredth part
of the citizens have the liberty of aceusing
and abmsing the other four hundredth and
ninety-nige parts at their pleasure ; or they
may hive out their pens and press (o others
for that purpose.

Practice of this court,

It is not governed by any of the rules of
the common courts of law. The accused
is allowed no grand jury to judge of the
truth of the accusaiion before it is publicly
made; vor is the name of the accuser
made known to him, nor has he an oppor-
tunity of confrouting the witnesses against
him, for they are kept in the dark, as in the
Spanish court of inguisition. Nor is there
any peity jury of his peers sworn to try the
truth of the charges. The proceedings are
also sometimes so vapid, that an honest

citizen may find himself soddenly

and unespectedly aceused, and in the same

moment judged and condemmned, and sen-

tence pronounced agaiost him that be is a

e and a villain. Yet if an officer of

this court receives the slightest check for

misconduct in this his office, le claims the

yights of a free citizen by the constitution,

and demands to know his accuser, to con-

Jroot the witnesses, and have a fair trial by

the jury of his peers.

The foundation of its authorify.

It is said to be founded on an article in

- the state constitution, which establishes the

liberty of the press—a liberty which every

Pennsylvanian would ficht and die for,
though few of us, 1 believe, have distinet
ideas of its nature and extent. It seewms, in-
deed, somewhat like the liberty of the press,
that felons have by the common law ot
England before conviction ; that is, to be
either pressed to death or hanged. 1If by
the liberty of the press;, we understand
merely the liberty of discussing the pro-
priety of public measures and political

. opinions, let us have as much of it as yon

please; but, if it means the liberty of
affronting, calumniating, and defaming one
another, I, for my part, own myself willing
to purt with my share of it whenever our
legislators shall please to alter the law j
and shall cheerfully consent to exchange
my liberty of abusing others, for the privi.
lege of not being abused myself.

By whom this court is commissioned ov

constitufed. :

It is not by any commission from the
supreme executive council, who might pre
viously judge of the abilities, integrity,
knowledge, &ec. of the persons to be ap
pointed to this great trust, of deciding upon
the characters and good fame of the
citizens : for this court is above that
council, and may accuse, judge, and con-
demn it at pleasure. Nor is it hereditary,
as is the conrt of dernier resort in the peer-
age of England. But any man who can
procure pen, ink, and paper, with a press,
a few types, and a huge pair of blacking
balls, may commissionate himself, and his
court is immediately established in the
plenary possession and exercise of its rights ;
for if you make the least complaint of the
Judge’s conduct, he daubs his blacking balls
in your face wherever he meets you: and
besides tearing yowr private character
to splinters, marks you out for the odium
of the publie, as an enemy to the liberty of
the press,

OFf the natural support of this court.

Its support is founded in the depravity of
such minds as have not been mended by
religion, nor improved by good education.

There 12 2 lust in man 0o charm can (ame,
OF loudly publishing his neighbours shinme,

Hence,

Oun eagles’ wings immortal seandals fly
While virtuous actions are butl born amd die.
DRYDEN,

Whoever feels pain in hearing a good
character of his neighbour, will feel a plea-
sure in the reverse. And of those whao,
despairing to rise in distinction by taeir
virtues are happy if others can be depressed
to a level with themselves, there ave 2 mam-
ber sufficient in every great town to mali-
tain oue of these courts by subscription.
A shwewd observer once said, that in walk-
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ing the atreets of a slippery morning, one
might see where the good-natured 'H:aeuple
lived, by the ashes thrown on the ice before
the doors: probably he wonld have formed
a different conjecture of the temper of
those whom he might find engaged in such
subscriptions.

OFf the checks to be ostablished
against the abuses of power in those
cotrts.

Hitherto there are none. But since so
much has been written and published on
the federal constitation ; and the necessity
of checks in all parts of good government,
has been go clearly and learnedly explained,
I find myself so far enlightened as to sos-
pect some cheek may be proper in this
part also: but I have been at a luss o
imagine any that may not be construed an
infringement of the sacred liberty of the
press. At length, however, I think 1 have
found one, that iostead of qliminishinﬁ
general liberty, shall augment it; whic
is, by restoring to the people a species of
liberty, of which they have been deprived
by our laws—I mean the liberty of the
cudgel! In the rude state of society, prior
to the existence of laws, i’ one man gave
another ill language, the affronted person
might return it by a box on the car; and,
if repeated, by a good drubbing ; aud this
without offending against any law : but now
the right of making such returns is denied,
and they are punished as breaches of the
peace, while the right of abusing seems to
remain in full force ; the laws made against
it being rendered ineffectual by the liberty
of the press,

My proposal then is, to leave the liberty
of the press untouched, to be exercised in
its full extent, foree and vigour, but to per-
mit the liberty of the cudgel to go with
Aty pari passu. Thus, my fellow-citizens,
if an impudent writer attacks your reputa-
tion=—dearer perhaps to you than your life,
and puts his name to the charge, you may
go to him as openly, and break his head.
If he conceals himself behind the printer,
and you can nevertheless dizcover who he
i, you may, in like manner, way-lay him in
the night, attack him behind, and give him
a good drubbing. If your adversary hires
betier writers than himself to abuse you
more effectually, vou may hire as many
porters, stronger than yourself, to assist you
n giving him a more effectual drubbing.
Thus far goes my project as fo privafe re-
sentment and retribution.  But if the pub-
lie should ever happen to be affronted, as
it ought to be, with the conduct of such
writers, 1 would not advise proceeding im.-
mediately to these extremities, but that we
should in moderation content ourselves with
twring and feathering, and tossing in a
blanket,

If, liowever, it should be thought, that
this propusal of mine may disturb the pub-
lic peace, I would then humbly recommend
to our legislators to take up the considera-
tion of both liberties, that of the press,
and that of the cudgel; and by an ex-
plicit law mark their extents and limits ;
and at the same time that they secure the
person of a citizen from assaults, they
would likewise provide for the sccurity of
his reputation. :

PAPER :
A POEM.

SomE wit of old—such wits of vld there

were—

Whose hints shew'd meaning, whose allu-
sions care, '

By one brave stroke to mark all human kiod,

Call'd clear blank paper ev’ry infant mind ;

When still, as opening sense her dictates
wrote,

Fair virtue put a seal, or vice a hlot.

The thought was happy, pertinent, and
true ; A :
Methinks a genius might the plan pursue.
1 (can you pardon my presumption), I—
No wit, no genius, yet for once will try.
Various the papers various wants produce
The wants of fashion, elegance, and use.
Men are as various ; and if right I scan,
Each sort of paper represents some man.
Pray note the fop—half powder and half
lace—
Nice as a band-box were his dwelling-place ;
He's the gilt paper, which apart you store
And lock from vulgar hands in the *serutoire.

Mechanics, servants, farmers, and so forth,
Are per, of inferior worth ;
Less priz'd, more usefui, for your desk de-
creed,
Free to all pens, and prompt at ev’ry need.
The wretch, whom av'rice bids to pinch
and spare,
Starve, cheat, and pilfer, to enrich an heir,
Is cvarse brown-paper ; such as pedlars
choose,
To wrap np wares, which better men will use,

Take next the miser's contrast, who destroys
Health, fame, and fortune, ina round of joys.
Will any paper matchhim? Yes, throughout,
He's a true sinking-paper, past all doubt.

The retail politician's anxions thought

Dees fkfﬁ side always right, and that stark
nought §

He foamns with censure ; with appaluse he
rAVES—

A dupe to rumours, and a tool of knaves :

He'll want no type his weakness to proclaim,

While such a thing as foels-cap has a name,
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' The hasty gentleman, whose blood runs
hi

Who picks a quarrel, ift you step awry,
Who can’t a jest, or hiot, or look endure 3
What'she ? What ! Touch-paper, to be sure.

~ What are our poets, take them as they fall
Good, bad, rich, pnur’, much read, not read
at all?
':'.'_I'I:e%md their work in the same class you'll
They H_.l"&!ﬂlﬂ mere waste-paper of mankind.
Observe the maiden innocently sweet,
She's fair white-paper, an unsullied sheet ;
On which the happy man whom fate ordains,
May write his name, and take her for his
pains.
Ome instance more, and only one I'll bring ;
"Tis the great man who scorns a little thing,
Whose thoughts, whose deeds, whose
maxims are his own,
Formd on the feelings of his heart alone :
True genuine royal paper is his breast ;
Of all the kinds most precious, purest, best.

ON THE ART OF SWIMMING.

IN ANSWER TO SOME INQUIRIES OF M.
| DUBOURGY ON THE SUBJECT.

T as apprehensive that I shall not be
‘able to find leisure for making all the dis-
quisitions and experiments which would be

irable on this subject. I must, therefore,
content myself with a few remarks.
 The specific gravity of some human

in comparison to that of water, has
been examined by M. Robinson, in ouwr
Philosophical Transactions, volume 50,
page 30, for the year 1757. He asserts,
that fat persons with small bones float most
easily upon water.

The diving bell is accurately deseribed in

~ our Transactions.

. Translator of Dy, Franlilin s Woiks EI!-:U Fremch.

When I was a boy, I made two oval
lets, each about ten inches long, and six

_ witha hole for the thumb, in order
to retain it fast in the palm of "my hand.
They much resemble a painter’s pallets.
In swimming, T pushed the edges of these
forward, and | struck thewater with their flat
surfaces as I drew them back . I remember
I swam faster by means of these pallets,
but they fatigued my wrists—I also fitted
1o the soles of my feet o kind of sandals,
but I was not satisfied with them, because
1 uhserved that the stroke is partly given by
inside of the feet and ancles, and not en-

with the soles of the feet.

pl
.‘_tﬁ"'.‘gn have here waistcoats for swimming,

are made of double sail-cloth, with
small pieces of cork quilted in beiween them.
I know nothing of the scaphandre of
M. de la Chapelle.

——

10

I know by experience, toat it is a great
comfort to a swimmer, who has a consider-
able distance to go, to turn himselt some-
times on his back, and vary in other ye-
spects the means of procuring a progressive
moticon.

When he is seized with the cramp in
the leg, the method of driving it away is to
give to the parts affected a sudden, vigorous,
and violent shock ; which he may do in the
air, as he swims on his back.

During the great heats of summer, there
is no danger in bathing, however warm we
may be, in rivers which have been tho-
roughly warmed by the sun. But to throw
one’s self into coll spring water, when the
body has been heated by exercise in the sun,
is an imprudence which may prove fatal. 1
once knew an instance of four yonng men,
who, having worked at harvest in the heat
of the day, with a view of refreshing them.
selves, plunged into a spring of cold water;
two died upon the spot, a third the next
morning, and the fourth recovered with
great difficulty. A copious draught of cold
water, in similar circumstances, is fire-
quently attended with the same effect in
North America.

The exercise of swimming is one of the
most healthy and agreeable in the world.
After having swam for an hour or two in the
evening, one sleeps coolly the whole night,
even during the most ardent heat of som-
mer. Perhaps the pores being cleansed,
the insensible perspiration increases, and
occasions this coolness —It is certain, that
much swimming is the means of stopping a
diarrheea, and even of producing a cousti-
pation. With respect to those who do not
know how to swim, or who are affected with
a diarrhoea at a season which does not per-
mit them to use that exercise, a warm bath,
by cleansing and purifying the skin, is found
very salutary, and often effects a radical
cure. I speak from my own experience,
frequently repeated, and that of others, to
whom I have recommended this.

You will not be displeased if 1 conclude
these hasty remarks by informing youn, that
as the ordinary method of swimming i re-
duced to the act of rowing with the arms
and legs, and is consequently a laborious
and fatigning operation when the space of
water to be crossed is considerable ; there is
a method in which a swimmer may pass to
great distances with much facility, by means
of a sail. This discovery I fortunately made
by accident, and in the following manner :

When 1 was a boy, 1 amused myself one
day with flying a paper kite ; and, approach-
ing the back of a pond, which was near a
mile broad, 1 tied the string to a stake, and
the kite ascended to a considerable height
above the pond, while I was swimming. In
a little time, being desirous of amusing
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mysclf with my kite, and enjoying at the
smne time the pleasure of swimming, I re-
turned, and loosing from the stake the string
with the little stick which was fastened to it,
went again into the water, where 1 found,
that, lying on my back, and holding the
stick in my hands, T was drawn along the
surface of the water in a very agreeable
mwamner. Having then engaged another boy
to carry my clothes round the pond, to a
place which I pointed out to him, on the
wother side, I began to cross the pond with
my kite, which carriell me quite over with-
out the least fatigue, and with the greatest
pleasure imaginable. 1 was only obliged
mmaiom'll:r to halt a little in my course,
and resist its progress, when it appeared
that, by following too quick, 1 lowered the
kite too much ; by doing which occasionally
1 made it rise again. I have never since
that time practised this singular mode of
swimming, though 1 think it not impossible
to cross in this manner from Dover to Calais,
The packet-boat, however, is still preferable.

e,

NEW MODE OF BATHING.
EXTRACTS OF LETTERE TO M. DUBOURG

London, July 28, 1768.

I GrEATLY approve the epithet which
you give, in your letter of the 8th of June,
to the new method of treating the small-
.pox, which you call the fonic or bracing
method ; I will take occasion, from it, to
mention a practice to which I have accus-
tomed myself. You know the cold berl. has
long been in vogue here as a tonic: b the
shoek of the cold water hath always appeared
to me, generally speaking, as too violent,
and I have found it much more agreeable to
my constitution to bathe in another element
—I mean cold air. With this view I rise
early almost every morning, and sit in my
chamber without any clothes whatever, half
an hour or an hour, according to the season,
cither veading or writing. This practice is
not in the least painful, but, on the contrary,
agreeable; and if T return to bed afterwards,
before I dress myself, as it sometimes hap-
pens, 1 make a supplement to my night's
rest of one or two hours of the most pleasing
sleep that ean be imagined. 1 find no ill
consequences whatever rvesulting from it,
and that at least it doesnot injure my health,
if it does mot in fact contribute to its pre-
servation—1 shall therefore call it for the
future a bracing or fonic bath,

Mearch 10, 1773
I sHALL not attempt 1o explainwhy damp
clothes veeasion colds, vather than wet ones,
becavse 1 doubt the fact; | imagine that
ueither the one uor the other contrilmte to
this eileet, and that the canses of colds are

He pursued the experiment n

totally independent of wet, a
cold. 1 propose writing a short p
this subject, the first moment o
have at my dbﬁmh-ln-ﬁhn :
can only say, that having
that the common notion, wl
to cold the property of stopyp
and obstructing perspiration, w
I engaged & young physician,
some experiments with Sax
to estimate the different propor
perspiration, when vemaining
ﬁuite naked, and another

manner for cight howrs sue
found his perspiration almost dou
those hours in which he was ns

OBSERVATIONS ON THE GEN
PREVAILING DOCTRINES
AND DEATH. - s

Your observat’ s on the causes
and the experiments which yOu |
vecalling to life those who app
killed by lightning, demonstrate
your sagacity and humanity.
that the doctrines of life and d
neral, are yei but little understood

A toad buried in the sand will
said, until the sand becomes petyi
then, being inclosed in the stone,
live for we know not how many 2
facts which are cited in support of |
nivi, are t0o nvumerous and too ¢
tial not to deserve a certain deg
As we are accustomed to see all the
with which we are acquainted eat
it appears to us difficalt to come
a toad can be supported in such a
But if we reflect that the nece
rishment, which animals experience
ordinary state, proceeds from the ¢
waste of their substance by pe
it will appear less incredible,
animals, in a torpid state, pers
because they use no exercise, sh
less need of aliment ; and that oth
are covered with scales or shells, wh
perspiration, such as land and sea
serpents and some species of fish, s
able to subsist a considerable time wi
any nourishment whatever. A plant
its flowers, fades amd dies imme
exposed to the alr without havieg i
immersed in a humid soil, from
may draw a suflicient gquantity of
to supply that which exhales from i3
stance, aml is carried off continnally
air. Perhaps, however, if it were
in quicksilver, it might preserve, for
giderable space of time, its tzh
its smell and colour.  1f this be the ca
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might prove a commodions method of trans-
porting from distant countries those delicate
plants which are unable to sustain the io-
clemency of the weather at sca, and which
uire particular care and attention.
T&l have seen an instance of common flies
in a manner somewhat similar,
They bad been drowned in Madeira wine,
apparently about the time it was bottled in
irginia, to be sent to London. At the
ning of one of the bottles, at the house
of a friend where 1 was, three drowned flies
fell into the first glass that was flled. Hav-
ing heard it remarked that drowned flies
were capable of being revived by the rays
of the sun, I proposed making the experi-
ment upon these. They were therefore ex-
posed to the sun, upon a sieve which had
been employed to strain them out of the
wine. In less than three hours, two of them
by degrees began to recover life. They
commenced by some convalsive motions in
the thighs, and at length they raised them-
selves upon their legs, wiped their eyes with
their fore feet, beat and brushed their wings
with their hind feet, amd soon afier began
to fly, finding themselves in Old England,
without knowing how they came thither,
The third continued lifeless until sun-set,
when, losing all hepes of him, he was
thrown away. !

I wish it were possible, from this instance,
to invenl & method of embalming drowned
persons in such a manner, that they may be
recalled to life at any period, however
digtant : for, baving a very ardent desire to
see amd ohserve the state of America an hun-
dred hence, | should prefer to an or-
dinary death, the being immersed in a cask
of Madeira wine, with a few friends, until
that time, then to be recalled to life by the
solar warmih of my dear country! But
since, in all probability, we live in an age too
early, and too near the infancy of science,
to see such an art brought in our time to its
perfection, 1 must, for the present, content
myself with the treat, which you are so
kind as to promise me, of the resurrection
of a fowl or a turkey-cock. .

PRECAUTIONS

Tl_] BE USED EY THOSE WHO ARE AROUT
T UNDERTAKE A SEA VOYAGE.

Waex you intend to take a long vo
nothing is better than to keep it n,ugmg:ﬁﬁ
the moment of your departure. Without
this, you will be continually interrupted
and tormented by visits from friends and
aequaintances, who not only make you lose
your valuable time, but make you forget a
thousand things which you wish to remem.
ber ; so that when you are embarked and
fairly at sea, you recollect, with much un-

easiness, affaira whien yus have not termi-
nated, accounis that you have uot settled,
and a number of things which you proposed
to carry with you, and which you find the
want of every moment. Would it not be
attended with the best consequences to re-
form such a custom, and to suffer a travel-
ler, without deranging him, to make his
preparations in quictuess, to set apart a

days, when these are finished, to take
leave of his friends, and to receive their
good wishes for his happy return,

It is not always m one’s power to choose
a captain ; though great part of the plea-
sures and happiness of the passage depends
upon this choice, and though one must for
a time be confined to his company, and bein
some measure under his command.  If he
is a social sensible man, obliging, and of a

od disposition, you will be so much the

appier. Oue sometimes meets with people
of this description,but they are not common;
however, if your’s be not of this number, if
he be a good seaman, attentive, careful, and
active in the management of his vessel,
you must dispense with the rest, for these
are the most cssential qualities,

Whatever rvight you may have, by vour
agreement with him to the provisious he has
taken on board for the use of the passengers,
it is always proper to have some private
store, which you may make use of ocea-
sionally. You ought, therefore, to provide
good water, that of the ship being often
bad; but you must put it into bottles,
without which you cannot expect to preserve
it sweet. You ought also to carry with you
good tea, ground coffee, chocolate, wine of
that sort which you like best, cider, dried
raising, almonds, sugar, capillaire, citrons,
rum, eggs dipped in oil, pertable soup,
bread twice baked. With regard to poultry,
it is almost useless to carry any with you
unless you resolve to undertake the office
of feeding and fattening them yourself.
With the little care which is taken of them
on board a ship, they are almost all sickly,
and their flesh is as tough as leather,

All sailors entertain an opinion, which
undoubtedly originated formerly from a
want of water, and when it has been found
necessary to be aparininf‘ ity that poultry
never know when they have drank enough,
and that when water is given them at dis-
cretion, they generally kill themselves by
drinking beyond measure. Tn consequence
of this opinion, they give them water only
once in two days, and even then in small
quantities : but as they pour this water into
troughs inclining on one side, which ocea-
sions it to run to the lower part, it thence
happens that they are obliged to mount
one upon the back of another in order to
reach it ; and there are some which cannot
even dip their beaks in it. Thus. cc
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tinually tantalized and tonuented by thivst,
they are unable to digest their food, which
is very dry, and they soom fall sick and die.
Some of them are found thus every morning,
and are thrown into the sea ; while those
which are killed for the table are searcely
fit to be eaten. To remedy this incon-
venience, it will be necessary to divide their
tronghs into small compartments, in such
a manner, that each of them may be capalile
of containing water ; but this is seldom or
never done.  On  this account, sheep
and hogs are to be comsidered as the
best fresh provisions that one can have at
sea; mutton there being in general very
good, and pork excellent. R

It may happen that some of the provisi-
ons and stores, which I bave recommended,
may become almost useless, by the care
which the captain has taken to lay in a pro-
per stock : but in such a ease yon may dis-
pose of it Lo relieve the poor passengers, who,
paying less for their passage, are stowed
among the common sailors, and have no
right to the captain’s provisions, except
such part of them as is used for feeding the
crew., These p are sometimes
sick, melancholy, and dejected ; and thereare
often women and children among them,neither
of whom have any opportunity of procuring
those things which 1 have mentioned, and ot
which perhaps they have the greatest need.
By distributing among them a part of your
superfluity, you may be of the greatest assis-
tance to them. You may restore their health,
save their lives, and in short render them
kappy ; which always affords the liveliest
sensation to a feeling mind.

The most disagreeable thing al sea is the
eookery; for there is not, properly speaking,
any professed cook on board: The worst
sailor is generally chosen for that purpose,
who for the most part is equally dirty.
Henee comes the proverh used among the
English sailors, that God sends meaf, and
the devil sends cooks. Those, however, who
have a better opinion of Providence, will
think otherwize.  Knowing that sea air, and
the exercise or motion which they receive
from the rolling of the ship, have a wonder-
ful cfect in whetting the appetite, they will
gay, that Providence has given sailors bad
cooks to prevent them from eating too
much; or that, knowing they would have
bad cooks, he has given chem a good appe-
tite to prevent them from dying with hun-
ger. However, if you have no confidence
in these succours of Providence, you may
yourself, with a lamp and a boiler, by the
help of a little spirits of wine, prepare some
food, such as soup, hash, &e. A small oven
made of tin-plate is not a bad piece of fur-
miture 3 your servant may roast in it a piece
of mution or pork. 1f you ave ever tempted
to cat salt beef, which is often wery good,
you will find that eider is the best liquor to
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quench the thirst generally eaused by salt
meat or salt fish. Sea-biscuit, which is too
hard for the teeth of some people, may be
softencd by steeping it ; but bread double-
baked is the best - for being imade of good
loat-bread eut into slices, and baked a second
time, it readily imbibes water, becomes soft,
and is easily digested it consequenily forms
excellent nourishment, much superiorto that
of biscuit, which has not been fermented.

I must here observe, that this double.
haked bread was originally the real biscuit
prepared to keep at sea ; for the word bis-
cuit, in French, signifies twice baked*
Peas often boil badly, and do not become
soft ; in such a ease, by putting a two-pound
shot into the kettle, the rolling of the vessel,
by means of this bullet, will convert the
peas into a porridge, like mustard.

Having often seen soup, when put upon
the table at sea in broad flat dishes, thrown
out on every side by the rolling of the vessel,
I have wished that our tin-men would make
our soup-basing with divisions or compart-
ments 3 forming small plates, proper for
containing soup for one person only. By
this disposition, the soup, in an extraordi-
nary roll, would not be thrown out of the
plate, and would not fall into the breasts of
those who are at table and scald them.—
Having entertained you with these things of
little importance, permit me now to conclude
withsome general reflections wpon navigation.

When navigation is employed only for
transporting necessary provisions from one
country, where they abound, to another
where they are wanting; when by this it
prevents famines, which were sa frequent
and so fatal before it was invented and be-
came 50 common ; we cannot help consider-
ing it as one of those arts which contribute
most te the happiness of mankind—But
when it is employed to transport things of
no utility, or articles of luxury, it is then
uncertain whether the advantages resulting
from it are sufficient to counterbalance the
misfortunes it occasions by exposing the
lives of s0 many individuals upon the vast
ocean. And when it is used to plunder ves-
sels and transport slaves, it is evidently only
the dreadful means of increasing those cala-
mities which afflict human nature.

Une is astonished to think on the number
of vessels and men who are daily exposed in
going to bring tea from China, coffee from
dArabia, and sugar and tobacco from Ame-
rica’y all eommodities which our ancestors
lived very well withont. The sugar trade
employs nearly a thousaml vessels; and
that ‘of tobacco almost the same number.
With regard to the utility of tobacro, little
can be said; and, with regard to sugar,
how much more meritorious would it be to
sacrifice the momentary pleasure which we

* It is derived from bis again, and cuit baked,
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tecerve from drinking it onee or twice a-day
in vur tea, than to encourage the mumber-
ess cruelties that are continually exercised
in order to procure it for us?

A celebrated French moralist said, that
when' he considered the wars which we
foment in Africa to get negroes, the great
number who of course perish in these wars ;
the multitude of those wretches who die in
their passage, by disease, bad air, and bad

~ provisions ; and, lastly, how many perish by
the cruel treatment they meet with in a state
of slavery ; when he saw a bit of sugar, he
could not help imagining it to be covered
with spots of human blood. But, had he ad-
ded to these considerations the wars which
we carry on against one another, to take and
vetake the islands that produce this commo-
dity, he would not have seen the sugar sim-
E‘B— spotted with blood, he would have be-

d it entirely tinged with it.

These wars make the maritime powers
of Europe, and the inhabitants of Paris and
London, pay much dearer for thei sugar
than those of Vienna, though they are al
most three hundred leagues distant from the
sew, A pound of sugar, indeed, costs the
former not ouly the prive which they give
for ity but also what they pay in taxes,
necessary to support the fleets and armies
which serve to defend and protect the coun-
iries that produce it.

ON LUXURY, IDLENESS, AND
INDUSTRY.

From a Letterto Benjamin Vaughan, Esq.%
written in 1784.

It is wonderful how preposterously the
affairs of this world are managed. Natu-
rally one would imagine, that the interest of
a few individuals should give way to gene-
ral interest : but individuals manage their
affairs with so much more application, in-
dustry, and address, than the public do
their's, that general interest most commonly
gives way to particular. We assemble par-
liaments and councils, to have the benefit of
their collected wisdom ; but we necessarily
have, at the same time, the inconveniences
of their collected passions, prejudices, und
E:i-vuu: interests. By the help of these, art-
tul men overpower their wisdom, and du
s possessors ; and if we may judge E;

the acts, arrets, and edicts, all the world

over, for regulating commerce, an nssembly
of great men is the greatest fool upon
earth.

. L have not yet, indeed, thought of a reme-

i1 Member of parliament for the boron -nt
Calne, in Wiltahire, betwesn whom and our nﬂ:hm
there subsisted o very close friendship,

dy for luxury. I am not sure that in a greai
state it is capable of a vemedy; nm-g:ﬂi
the evil is in itsell always so great as is re.
presented.  Suppose we include in the defi-
nition of luxury, all unnecessary expense,
and then let us consider whether laws 1o
prevent such expense are possible to be ex-
ecuted in a great country, and whether, if
they could be executed, our people generally
would be happier, ov even richer. Is not
the hope of being one day able to purchase
and enjoy luxuries a great spur to labour
and industry ?  May not luxury, therefore,
produce more than it consumes, if, without
such labour, people would be, as they are
naturally enough inclined to be, lazy and in
dolent. To this purpose I remember a cir.
cumstance, The skipper of a shallop, em-
m}*ml between Cape-May and Philadelphia,

done us some small service, for which
he refused to be paid. My wife understand-
ing that he had a daughter, sent her a pre-
sent of a new-fashioned cap. Three years
after, this skipper being at my house with
an old farmer of Cape-May, his passenger,
he mentioned the cap, and how much his
daughter had been pleased with it. “ But
(said lie) it proved a dear cap 1o our congre-
gation.”— How so #"—% When my daugh-
ter appeared with it al meeling, it was so
much admired, that all the girls resolved to
get such caps from Philadelphia ; and my
wife and 1 computed that the whole could
not have cost less than a hundred pounds.”
~** True (said the former), but you do not
tell all the story. T think the cap was ne-
vertheless an advantage to us; it was
the first thing that put our girls upon knit-
ting worsted mittens for sale at Philadelphia,
that t might have wherewithal to buy
caps and ribbons there ; and you know that
that industry has continued, and is likely to
continue and increase to a much greater
valug, and answer belter purposes.” Upon
the whole, I was more reconciled to this lit-
tle picce of luxury, since not only the girls
were made happier by having fine caps, but
the Philadelphians by the supply of warm
mittens.

In our commercial towns upon the sea.
coast, fortunes will occasionally be made.
Some of those who grow rich will be pru-
dent, live within bounds, and preserve what
they have gained for their posterity ; others,
fond of shewing their wealth, will be extra-
vagant, and rum themselves. Laws cannot
prevent this ; and perhaps it is not always
an evil to the public. A shilling spent idly
by a fool may be picked up by a wiser per-
son, who knows better what fo do with it -
1t is, therefore, not lost. A vain, silly fel.
low I:Il_.'lﬂ{lﬂ a fine house, furnishes it richly,
lives in it expensively, and in a few yeirs
ruins himself ; but the masons, carpenters,



24 ; OR. yRANKLIN'S ESSAYS.

smiths, and other honest tradesmen, have
been by his employ assisted in maintaining
and rasing their families; the farmer has
been paid for his labour, and encouraged,
and the estate is now in better hands. In
sone cases, indecd, certain modes of luxury
may be a public evil, in the same manner as
it is a private one. If there be a nation,
for instance, that exports its beef and linen,
@ pay for the importation of claret and
porter, while a great part of its people live
upon potatees, and wear no shirts ; wherein
does it differ from the sot, who lets his fa-
mily starve, and sclls his clothes to buy
drink* Our American commerce is, I con-
fiess, a little in this way : we sell our victuals
o the islands for ram and su the sub-
stantial necessaries of life for superfluities.
But we have plenty, and live well never-
theless ; though, by being soberer, we might
be richer.

The vast quantity of forest land we have
yet to clear, and put ia order for caltivation,
will for a long time keep the body of our
nation laborious and frugal. Forming an
opinion of our people and their manners by
what is seen among the inhabitants of the
sea-ports, is judging from an improper sam-
ple. The people of the trading towns may
be rich and luxurious, while the country

ossesses all the virtues that tend to promote
wppiness and public prosperity. Those
towns are not much regarded by the coun-
try ; they are hardly considered as an essen-
tial part of the States; and the experience
of the last war has shewn, that their being
in the possession of the enemy did not ne-
cessarily draw on the subjection of the
country, which bravely continued to main.
tain its freedom and independence notwith
standing.

It has been computed by some political
arithmetician, that if every man and woman
would work for four hours each day on
something useful, that labour would produce
sufficient to procure all the necessaries and
comforts of life ; want and misery would be
banished out of the world, and the rest of
the twenty-four hours might be leisure and
pleasure,

What occasions then so much want and
misery ! It is the employment of men and
women in works that produce meither the
necessaries nor conveniences of life ; who,
with those who do nothing, consume ne-
cessaries raised by the laborious. To ex-
plain this :—

The first elements of wealth are obiained
by labour from the earth and waters. 1 have
land, awd raise corn. With this, if I feed a
family that does nothing, my corn will be
consumed, and, at the end o}’ the year, 1
shall be no rvicher than T was at the begin-
uing.  Bat if, while I feed them, 1 employ
them, some in spinning, others in making

bricks, &ec. for building, the value of my
corn will be arrested and remain with me,
and at the end of the year we may all be
better clothed and better lodged.  And if,
instead of employing a man 1 feed in making
bricks, 1 employ him in fiddling for me, the
corn he eats is gone, and no part of his
manufacture remains to augment the wealth
and convenience of the family, 1 shall,
therefore, be the poorer for this fiddling
man, unless the rest of my family work
more, or cat less, to make up the deficiency
he occasions.

Lock round the world, and see the mil-
lions employed in doing nothing, or insome-
thing that amounts to nothing, when the
necessaries and conveniences of life are in

uestion. What is the bulk of commerce,
or which we fight and destroy each other,
but the toil of millions for superfluities, to
the great hazard and loss of many lives, by
the constant dangers of thesea? How much
labour is spent in building and fitting great
ships, to go to China and Arabia for tea and
coffee, to the West Indies for sugar, to
America for tobacco? These things caunot
be called the necessaries of life, for our an-
cestors lived very comfortably without them.

A question may be asked—Could all these
people now employed in raising, making,
or carrying superfluities, be subsisted by

raising necessaries! 1 think they might.
The world is large, and a great part of it
still uncultivated. Many hundred millions

of acres in Asia, Africa, and America, are
still in a forest, and a great deal even in
Europe. On a hundred acres of this forest,
a man might become a substantial farmer ;
and a hundred thousand men employed in
clearing each his hundred acres, would
hardly brighten a spot large enough to be
vigible from the moon, unless with Hers-
chel’s telescope; so vast are the regions
still in wood.

It is, however, some comfort 1o reflect,
that, uwpon the whole, the quantity of in-
dustry and prudence among mankind ex-
ceeds the gquantity of idleness and folly—
Hence the merease of good buildings, farms
cultivated, and populous cities filled with
wealth, all over Europe, which a few ages
since were only to be found on the coast of
the Mediterranean ; and this notwithstand-
ing the mad wars continually raging, by
which are often destroyed, in one year, the
works of many years peace. So that we
hope the luxury of a few merchants on the
coast will not be the ruin of America.

One reflection more, and I will end this
long rambling letter. Almost all the parts
of our bodies vequire some expence. The
fect demand shoes 5 the legs, stockings ; the
rest of the body, clothing ; and the belly, a
good deal of victuals. Our eyes, though
exceedingly useful, ask, when reasonable,
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only the cheap assistance of spectacles,
which could not much impair our finances.
But the eyes of other people are the eyes
that rnin us. If all but myself were blind,
I should want wneither fine clothes, fine
houses, nor fine farniture.

ON THE SLAVE TRADE.

ReapiNg in the newspapers, the speech
of Mr. Jackson in congress, against med-
dling with the affair of slavery, or attempt-
ing to mend the condition of slaves, it put
me in mind of a similar speech, made
about one hundred vears sinece, by Sidi
Mahomet Ibrahim, a member of the divan
of Algiers, which may be seen in Martin's
account of his consulship 1687. It was
against granting “the petition of the sect
called Erika, or Purists, who prayed for
the abolition of piracy and slavery, as being
unjust—>Myr. Jackson does not quote it
perhaps he has not seen it. 1If, therefore,
some of its reasonings are to be found in his
eloquent speech, it may not only shew that
men's interests operate, and are operated
on, with surprising similarity, in all coun-
tries and climates, whenever they are
under similar circomstances. The Afiican
speech, as translated, is as follows :

. “Alla Bismillah, &c., God is great, and
Mahomet is his prophet.”

“Have these Erika considered the con-
sequences of granting thewr petition? IF
we cease our crnizes against the Chirstians,
how shall we be furnizhed with the com-
maodities  their countries produce, and
which are =0 necessary for us? If we
forbear to make slaves of their people,
who, in this hot climate, are to cultivate
our lands * Who are to perform the com-
mon labours of our city, and of our
families? Must we not be then our own
slaves? Andis there not more compassion
and more favour doe to us Mussulmen thén
to those Christian dogs *—We have now
above fifty thonsand slaves in and near
Algiers.  This number, if not kept up
by fresh supplics, will soon diminish,
and be gradually annihilated. If, then, we

cease taking and plundering the infidels’
~ ships, and making slaves of the seamen
ad passengers, our lands will become of no
mlue, fuor want of cultivation; the rents
of houses in the city will sink one half;
and the revenues of government, arising
from the share of prizes, must be totally
destroyed —And for what 7 To gratify the
whim of a whimsical scct, who would have
us nut only forbear making more slaves,
but even manumit thuse we have. But
who 15 to indemnify their masters for the loss ?
Will the state do it? Is our treasury
sufficient 7 Will the Erika do it}
thevdo jt? Or would they, to do what

Can »

they think justice to the slaves, do a greater
injustice to the owners? And if we set
onr slaves free, what is to be done with
them? Few of them will return to their
native countries ; they know too well the
greater hardships they must there be sub-
Jectto. They will not embrace our holy
religion; they will not adopt our manners :
our people will not pollute themselves by
intermarrying with them. Must we main-
tain them as beggars in our streets; or
suffer our properties to be the prey of their
pillage ! for men accustomed to  slavery
will not work for a livelihoed when not com-
pelled.—And what is there so pitiable in
their present condition? Were they not
slaves in thewr own countries? Are not
Spain, Portugal, France, and the [alian
states, governed by despots, who hold all
their subjects in slavery, without exception ?
Even England treats her sailors as slaves;
for they are, whenever the government
pleases, seized and confined in ships of war,
condemned not only to work, but to fight
for small wages, or 1 mere subsistence, not
better than our slaves are allowed by us.
Is their condition then made worse Ly their
falling into our hands? No: they have only
exchanged one slavery for another: and I
may say a better: for here they are brought
into a land where the sun of I-lamism gives
forth its light, and shines in full splendour,
and they have an opportupity of making
themselves acquainted with the true doc-
triney, and thereby save their immortal
souls. Those who remain at home have not
that happiness. Sending them home, then,
would be sending the slaves out of light
into darkness.

“1 repeat the question, what is to be
done with them ? 1 have heard it suggested,
that they may be planted in the wilderness,
where there is plenty of land for them to

subsist on, and where they may flourish as

a free state—But they are, I doubt, too
little disposed to labour without compulsion,
as well as too ignorant to establish good
government 3 and the wild Arabs would
soon molest and destroy, or again enslave
them. While serving us, we take care to
provide them with every thing ; and they
are treated with humanity. The labourers
in their own countries are, as [ am
informed, worse fed, lodged, and clothed,
The condition of most of them is therefure
already mended, and requires no farther
improvement. Here their lives are in
safety. They are not liable to be impressed
for soldiers, and forced to cut one anviher's
Christian throats, as in the wars of their
own countries.  If some of the rveligious
mad bigots, who now tease us with their
silly petitions, have in a fit of blind zeal,
freed their slaves, it was not generosity,
it was not humanity, that moved them to

6
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the action; it was from the conscious
burden of a load of sins, and hope, from
the supposed merit of so good a work, to
be exeused from damnation—How grossly
are they mistaken, in imagining slavery to
be disavowed by the Alcoran! Are not the
two precepts, to quote no more, * Masters,
treat your slaves with kindness—Slaves,
serve your masters with cheerfulness and
fidelity,” clear proofs to the contrary ¥ Nor
¢ can the plundering of infidels be in that
sacred book forbidden; since it is well
known from it, that God has given the
world, and all that it contains, to his faith-
ful Mussulmen, who are to enjoy it, of
right, as fast as they can couquer it. Let

us then hear no more of this detestable

proposition, the manumission of Christian
slaves, the adoption of which would, by de-
preciating our lands and houses, and thereby
depriving so many good citizens of their
properties, create nniversal discontent, and
provoke insurrections, to the endangering of
government, and producing general con-
fusion. 1 bave, therefore, no doubt that
this wise council will prefer the comfort
and happiness of a whole nation of true
believers, to the whim of a few Erika, amd
dismiss their petition.”

The result was, as Martin tells us, that
the Divan came to this resolution : % That
the doctrine, that the plundering and en-
slaving the Christians is unjust, is at best
problematical; but that it is the interest of
this state to continue the practice, is clear;
therefore let the petition be rejected.”—Aund
it was rejected accordingly,

And since like motives are apt to pro-
duee, in the minds of men, like opinions and
resolutions; may we not venture to nredict,
from this account, that the petitions Lo the
parliament of England for abolishing the
slave trade, to say nothing of other legisla-
tures, and the debates upon them, will
have a similar conclusion. '

March 23, 1700.

L ——

OBSERVATIONS ON WAR.

By the original laws of nations, war and
extirpation were the punishment of injury.
Huomanizing by degrees, it admitted slavery
instead of death: a farther step was, the
exchange of prisoners instead of slavery :
another to respect more the property of
private persons under conquest, and be con-
tent with acquired dominion. Why should
not this law of nations go on improving?
Ages have intervened between its several
steps; but as knowledege of late in-
creases  rapidly, why should not those
steps be quickened? Why should it not
be agreed Lo, as the future law of nations,
that in any war heveafter, the following

HisToRricus,

deseription of men should be undisturbed,
have the protection of both sides, and be
permitted to follow their employments ia
security ? viz. i1

1. Cultivators of the earth, because they
labour for the subsistence of mankind. .

2. Fishermen, for the same reason,

3. Merchants and traders in unarmed
ships, who accommodate differént nations
by communicating and exchanging  the
necessaries and conveniences of life. i)

4. Artists and mechanics, iuhabiting and -
working in open towns.

It is hardly necessary to add, that the
hospitals of enemies should be unmolested—
they l:rgisht to be assisted. Tt is for the in-.
terest of humanity in general, that ile oc-
casions of war, and the inducements to it,
should be diminished. If rapine be abolizh-
ed, one of the encouragements to war is
taken away; amd peace therefore more
likely to continue and be lasting.

The practice of robbing merchants on
the high seas—a remmnant of the ancient
piracy—though it may be accidentally .
beneficial to particular persons, is far from
being profitable 1w all engaged init, or to
that mation that authorizes it. In the be-
ginning of a war some rich ships are sur-
prised and taken. This encourages the first
adventurers to fit out more armed vessels
and many others to do the same.  But the
enemy at the same time become more care-
ful, arm their merchant ships better, and
render them not so easy to be taken: they
ﬁnl&u more under the protection of convoys,

us while the privateers to take them are
multiplied, the vessels subject to be taken,
and the chances of profit, are diminished ;
so that many cruises are made wherein the
expenses ov the gains; and, as isthe
case in other lotteries, though particulars
have got prizes, the mass of adventurers
are losers, the whole expense of fitting out

- allgthe privateers during a war being much

greater than the whole amount
taken.

Then there is the national loss of all the
labour of so0 many men during the time
they have been employed in robbing ; who
besides spend what they get in viot, drunk-
enness and debauchery; lose their babits
of industry; are rarvely fit for any sober
business after a peace, and serve only to in.
crease the mumber of highwaymen and
househreakers.  Even the undertakers, wh
have been fortunate, are by sudden wealih
led into  expensive living, the babit  of
which continues when the mreans of support.
icg it cease, and finally ruins them: 2
Just punishment for their having wautonly
and unfeelingly ruined many houest, inne
cent traders and thelr families, whose sub
stance was employed juserving the coimnum
interest of mankind. e

goods
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i:m_ THE IMPRESS OF SEAMEN.

from Dr. Franklin's writing in il
N?ﬁh!ﬂmﬁiﬂiuﬁ:ﬁld .Fmtgfug&lﬁ‘
vour e Tmpressi men (pub-
el In vhe Toflo editid of his works)  *
- JupGEe FosTER, p. 158, “ Every man."—
The conclusion here from the whole fo a
part, does nol seem to be good logic. If
the alphabet should say, Let us all fight for
the defence of the whole ; that is equal, and,
may, therefore, be just. But if they
should say, let A B C and D go ont and
fight for us, while we stay at home and
sleep in whole skins ; that is not equal, and
therefore cannot be just.

Ib. “ Employ."—If you please. The
word signifies engaging a man to work for
me, by offering lfm such wages as are
sufficient to induce him to prefer my service.
This is very different from compelling him
to work on such terms as I think proper.

Ib. % This service and employment,”
&c~These are fulse facts. His employ-
ment and service are not the same—
Under the merchant he goes ‘in an un-
armed vessel, not obliged to fight, but to
transport merchandize. In the king's ser-
vice he is obliged to fight, and to bazard all
the dangers of battle. Sickness on board
of king's ships is also more common and
more mortal. The merchant’s service, too,
he can q’uit at the end of the voyage; not
the king's.  Also, the merchant’s wages are
much higher.

Ibh. “1 am very sensible,” &c.—~Here are
two things put in comparison that are not
comparable : viz. injury to seamen, and in-
convenience to trade. Inconvenience to
the whole trade of a nation will not justify
injustice to a single seaman. If the trade
would suffer without his service, it is able
and ought to be willing to offer him such

wages as may induce him to afford his ser-
vice voluntarily.

Page 159.  “ Private mischief must be
borne with patience, for preventing a
national calamity.” Where is this maxim
in law and good policy to be found ! And
how can that be a maxim which is not
consistenl with common sense ?  If the
maxim had been, that rrimte mischiefs,
which prevent a national calamity, ought
tu be gencrously compeansated by the nation,
one might understand it; but that such
private mischiefs are only to be borne with
patience is absurd !

Ib. “The expedient, &c. And,” &e.
(Parngraphs 2 and 3)—Twenty ineffectual
or incuonvenient schemes will not justify one
that is unjust. ;

I, ¢“Upon the foot of," &c.—Your
reasoning, indecd, like a lie, stands but upon
one foot ; truth wpon two.

Page 160. “Full wages."—Probably the
siune they had in the merchant’s service.

G2

Page 174. “1 hardly admit,” &c—
(Paragraph 5).—When this author speaks of
impressing, page 158, he diminishes the
horror of the practice as much as ible,
by Hl)remting to the mind one sailor only
suffering a *hardship” (as he tenderly
calls it) in some * particular cases” only;
and he places against this private mischief
the inconvenience to the trade of the king-
dom—But if, as he supposes is often the
case, the sailor who is pressed and obliged
to serve for the defence of trade, at the rate
of twenty-five shillings a month, could get
three Pminds fifteen shillings in_ the mer-
chants’ service, you take lrom him fifly
shillings & month; aad if yom have
100,000 in your service, you rob this honest
mdustrious part of socicty and their poor
families of £250,000. per month, or thiee
millions a year, and at the same time oblige
them to hazard their lives in fighting
for the defence of your trade; to (he
defence of which all ought indeed to
contribute (and sailors among the rest) in
proportion to their profits by it: but this
three millions is more than their sharve, if
they do not pay with their person; hut
when you force that, methinks yon should
excuse the other.

But, it may be said, to give the king's
scamen merchants’ wages, would cost the
nation too much, and call for more taxes.
The question then will amount to this;
whether it be just in a community, that the
richer part should compel the pocrer to
fight in defence of them and thewr proper
ties, for such wages as they thiuk fit to al-
low, and punish them if they refuse ¥ Our
author tells us that it is “legal”™ [ have
not law enough to dispute his authorities,
but I'cannot persuade myself that it is equi-
table. 1 will, however, own for the present,
that it may be lawful when wecessary ; but
then T contend that it may be used so as to
produce the same good effecte—ithe publie
security, without deing so much intolerable
injustice as attends the impressing common
seamen—In order to be better nnderstood,
I would premise two things :—First, That
voluntary seamen may be had for the ser-
vice, if they were sufficiently paid. The
proof is, that to serve in the same ship, and
incur the same dangers, you have no occa-
sion to impress captains, lientenanls, second
licutenants, midshipmen, pursers, nor many
other officers.  Why, but that the profits of

‘their  places; or the emoluments expected,

are suflicient inducements ! The business
then is, to find money, by impressing,
sufficient to make the sailors all volunteers,
as well as their officers ; and this without
any fresh burden upon trade ~The second
of my premises is, that, twenty-five shil-
lings a month, with his share of the salt
beef, pork, and peas pudding, being foun -



g

sufficient for the subsistence of a hard-
working seaman, it will certainly be so for a
sedentary scholar or gentleman. 1 would,
then propose to form a treasury, out of
which encouragements to seamen should he
paid. To fill this treasury, 1 would impress
a number of civil officers, who at present
have great salaries, oblige them to serve in
their respective offices for twenty-five shil-
lings a month, with their share of mess
visions, and throw the rest of their salaries
to the seamen’s treasury. 1f such a press-
warrant were given me to execute, the first
1 would press should be a Recorder of
Bristol, or a M. Justice Foster, because I
might have need of his edifying example,
to shew how much impressing ought to be
borne with ; for he would certainly find,
that though to be reduced to twenty-five
five shillings a month might hea * private
mischief,” yet that, agreeably to his maxim
of law, and good policy, it * ought fo
be borne with patience,” for preventing a
national calamity. Then | would press the
rest of the judges; amd, opening the red
hook, 1 would press every civil officer of
government, from £50 a year salary up to
£50,000. which would throw an mmense
sum into our treasury : and these gentle-
wen could not complain, since they would
receive lwenty-five shillings a month, and
their rations; and this without being
obliged to fight. Lastly, I think [ would
impress ¥ ¥ * _

ON THE CRIMINAL LAWS AND THE
PRACTISE OF PRIVATEERING.

Letter to Benjamin Vaughan, Esq.

March 14, 1785.
MY DEAR FRIEND,

Among the pamphlets you lately sent me
was one, entitled, Thoughts on Executive
Justice. In return for that, I send you a
Frenchone on thesame subject, Observations
concernant U Rxécution de I Avticle I1. de
In Déclaration sur le Vol
addressed to the judges, but written, as you
will see, in a very different epirit. - The En-
glish author is for hanging ol thieves, The
Frenchman is for proportioning punishments
to offences.

If we really believe, as we profess to be-
lieve, that the law of Moses was the law of
God, the dictate of Divine wisdom, infinitely
superior to human; on what principles do
we ordain death as the punishment of an
offence, which, according to that law, was
only to be punished by u vestitution of four-
fold ¥ To put a man to death for an offence
which does not deserve death, s it not a
murder ?  And, as the French writer says,

-

They are both
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Doit-on punir un délit contre la société par
un crime contre la nature!

Superfluons property is the creature of
society. Simple and mild Jaws were suffi-
cient to guard the property that was merely
necessary.  The savage's bow, his hatchet,
and his coat of skins, were sufficiently se-
cured, without law, by the fear of personal
resentment and retaliation. When, by vir-
tue of the first laws, part of the society ac-
cumulated wealth and grew powerful, they
enacted others more severe, and would pro-
tect their property at the expense of huma-
nity. This was abusing their power, and
commencing a tyranny. 1f a savage, before
he entered into society, had been told——
“ Your neighbour, by this means, may be-
come owner of a hundred deer ; but if your
brother, or your son, or yourself, having no
deer of your own, and being hungry, should
kill one, an infamous death must be the
consequence,” he would probably have pre-
ferred his liberty, and his common right of
killing any deer, to all the advantages of
society that might be proposed to him.

That it is better a hundred guilty persons
should escape, than that one innocent person
should suffer, is & maxim that has been
long and generally approved ; never, that I
know of, controveried. Even the sangui-
nary author of the Thoughts agrees to it
adding well, “ that the very thought of in-
jured innocence, and much more that of
suffering inmocence, must awaken all our
tenderest and most compassionate feelin,
and at the same time raise our highest in-
dignation against the instrument of it.
But,” he adds, ** there is no danger of either
from a strict adherence to the laws”—
Really !—is it _then impossible to make an
unjust law ; and if the law itself be unjust,
may it not be the very * instrument™ which
ought * to raise the author’s and every
body's highest indignation ¥ 1 see in the
last newspapers from London, that a woman
is capitally convicted at the Old Bailey, for
privately stealing out of a shop some gauze,
value fourteen shillings and threepence. s
there any proportion between the injury
done by a theft, value fourteen shillings and
threepence, and the punishment of a human
creature, by death, on a gibbet i Might
not that woman, by her labour, have made
the reparation ordained by God in payin
fourfold? Is not all punishment inflict
beyond the merit of the offence, so much
punishment of inmocence ? In this light,
how vast is the annual quantity, of not only
injured but suffering innocence, in almost
all the civilized states in Europe ?

But it seems to have been thought, that
this kind of innocence may be punished by
way of preventing crimes. 1 have read, in
deed, of a eruel Tark, in Barbary, who,
whenever he bought a new Christian slave,
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ordered him immediately to be hung up by
the legs, and to receive a hundred blows of a
cudgel on the soles of his feet, that the se-
vere sense of the punishment, and fear of in-
curring it thereafter, might prevent the
faults that should merit it. Our author bim-
self would hardly approve of this Turk’s
conduct in the government of slaves ; and
he appears to recommend sumething
mit for the government of English sub-
jects, when he applauds the reply of Judge
urnet to the counvict horse-stealer; who,
being asked what he had to say why judg-
ment of death should not pass against him,
and answering, that it was hard to hang a
man for enly stealing a horse, was told by
the judge, * Man, thou art not to be hanged
only for stealing a horse, but that horses
may not be stolen.” The man’s answer, if
candidly examined, will, I imagine, appear
reasonable, as being founded on the eternal
principle of justive and equity, that punish-
ments should be proportioned to offences ;
and the judge’s reply, brutal and unreason-
able, though the writer © wishes all judges
to carry it with them whenever they go the
circuit, and to bear it in their minds, as con-
taining a wise reason for all the penal sta-
tutes which they are called upon to put in
exccution. It at once illustrates,” says he,
¢ the troe gronnds and reasons of all capital
punishments whatsoever, namely, that every
man’s property, as well as his life, may be
held sacred and inviolate” Is there, then,
no difference in value between property and
life ? If I think it right that the crime of
murder should be punished with death, not
only as an equal punishment of the erime,
bat to prevent other murders, does it follow,
that T must approye of inflicting the same
punishment for a little invasion on my pro-
erty by theft ! If I am not myself so bar-
Eumus, s0 bloody-minded, and revengeful,
as to kill a fellow-creature for stealing from
me fourteen shillings and threepence, how
can [ approve of a law that does it? Mon.
tesquien, who was himself a judge, endea-
vours to npress other maxims. He must
have kvown what humane judges feel om
snch occasions, and what the effects of those
feelings ; and, so far from thinking that se-
vere and excessive punishments prevent
crimes, he asserts, as quoted by our French
writer, that

“ Latrocité des loix en empéche lexécu-
tion.

L -faﬂﬂ"!‘g:d' la peine est sans mesure, on est
souvent obligé de lui préférer Uimpunite.

% La cause de tous les relichemens viend
de Uimpunite des erimes, et non de la mo-
devation des peines.”

It is said by those who know FEurope ge-
nerally, that there are mwore thefts com-

mitted and punished aonoally in England,
than in all the other nations put together.
If this be =so, there must be a cause or
causes Tor such a depravity in our common

ple. May not one be the deficiency of
Justice and morality in our national govern-
ment, manifested in our oppressive conduct
to subjects, and unjust wars on our neigh-
bours? View the long-persisted in, nujust,
monopolizing treatment of Ireland, at length
acknowledged ! View the plundering go-
vernment exercised by our merchants m the
Indies ; the confiscating war made upon the
American colonies ; and, to say nothing of
those upon France and Spain, view the late

war npon Holland, which was seen by im-

partial Europe in no other light than that
of a war of rapive and pillage ; the hopes of
an immense and easy prey being if8 only ap-
parent, and probably ils true and real, mo-
tive and encouragement. Justice is as
strictly due between uneighbour nations, as
between neighbour citizens. A highwayman
is as much a robber when he plunders ina
gang, as when single; amd a pation that
makes an unjust war is only a great gang.
After employing your people in robbing the
Duteh, is it strange, that, being put vut of
that employ by peace, they still continue
robbing, and rob one another?  Pirateric,
as the French call it, or privateering, is the
universal bent of the English nation, athome
amd abroad, wherever settled. No less than
seven hundred privateers were, it is said,
commissioned in the last war! These were
fitted out by merchants, to prey uwpon other
merchants, who had never dene them any ire
jury. Is there probably any one of those
privateering wmerchants of London, who
were so ready to rob the merchants of Am -
sterflam, that would not as readily plunder
another London merchant, of the mnexi
street, if he could do 3t with the same im]'m.
nity ! The awvidity, the alieni appefens, is
the same ; it is the fear alone of the gallows
that makes the difference. How then can a
nation, which among the honestest of ils
people, has so many thieves by inclination,
amnd whose government encouwraged and
commissioned no less than seven hundred
gangs of robbers ; how can such a nation
have the face 1o condemn the crime in indi-
viduals, and hang up twenty of them in
a morning ! It uatarally puts one in mind
of a Newgate ancedote. One of the pri-
soners complained, that in the night, some-
body had taken his buckles out of his shoes.
“ What the devil!” says another, % have
we then #hieves amongst us # It must not be
suffered.  Let us search out the rogue, and
pump him to de th.” :

There is, however, one late instance of an
English merchant ‘who will not profit
such ill-gotten gain.  He was, it seems, part-
owner of a ship, which the other owners
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thought fit to employ as a letter of margue,
which took a pumber of French ' prizes.
The booty being shared, he has now an
agent here inquiring, by an advertisement
m the Gazette, for those who have suffered
he loss, in order to make them, as far asin
am lies, restitution. This conscientions
man is a quaker, The Scotch presbyterians
‘vere formerly as tender; for there is still
‘xtant an ondinance of the town-council of
Ydinburgh, mwade soon after the Reforma-
ion, * forbidding the purchase of prize
zoods, under pain of losing the freedom of
the burgh for ever, with other punishiment at
the will of the wagistrate; the practice of
making prizes being contrary to good con-
science, and the rule of treating Christian
brethren as we would wish to be treated;
and such goods are not to be sold by any
godly man within this burgh.” The race of
these godly men in Scotland are probably
extinct, or their principles abandoned, since,
as far as that nation had a hand in promot-
ing the war against the colonies, prizes and
sonfiscations are believed to have been a
sonsiderable motive.
It has been for some time a generally-re-
~eived opinion, that a military man is not to
nquire whether a war be just or unjust ; he
s to exceute his orders.  All princes, who
re disposed to become tyrants, must pro-
wably approve of this opinion, and be willing
o establish it; but is it not a dangerous
me ! since, on that principle, if the tyraut
wommands his army to attack and destroy
wt only an unoffending neighbour nation,
mt even his own subjects, the army is
:ouml to obey. A negroe slave, in our co-
onies, being commanded by his master to
‘ob or murder a neighbour, or do any other
mmmoral aet, may refuse; and the magis-
irates will protect him in his refusal.  The
slavery then of a soldier is worse than that
of a negroe! A conscientious officer, if not
restFained by the apprehension of its being
imputed ‘to another cause, may indeed re-
sign, rather than be employed in an unjust
war; but the private men are slaves for
life; and they are, perhaps, incapable of
judging for themselves. We can only la-
ment their fate, and still more that of a
sailor, who is often dragged by force from
his honest occupation, and compelled to im-
brue his hands in perhaps innocent blood.
But, methinks, it well behoves merchants
(men more enlightencd by their education,
and perfeetly free from any Sﬂﬂh‘fﬂﬂc‘.ﬂ oF
obligation) to consider well of the justice of
a war, before they voluntarily engage a
gang of rufians to attack their fellow-mer-
chants of a neighbouring nation, to plunder
them of their property, and perhaps ruin
them and their families, if’ they yield it 3 or
to wound, maim, antl murder them, if
endeavour to defend it. Yet these things

L.
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are done by Christian merchants, whether
a war be just or unjust; and it can bardly
be just on both sides. They ave dune by
English and American merchants, who, ne-
vertheless, complain of private theft, and
hang by dozeus the thieves they have taught
their pwn example. :

It is high time, for the sake of humanity,
that a stop were put to this‘enormity. The
United States of America, though better
situated than any European nation to make
profit by privateering (most of the trade of
Europe with the West Lndics, passing betore
their doors) are, as far as in them lies, en-
deavouring to abolish the practice, by vlier-
ing, in all their treaties with other powers,
an article, engaging solemnly, that, in case
of future war, no privateer shall be com-
missioned on either side ; and that nnarmed
merchant’s ships, on boih sides, shall pursue
their voyages unmolested.*  This will be a
happy improvement of the law of nations.
The hnmane and the just cannot but wish
general snceess to the proposition.

With unchangeable estecm and affection,
1 am, my dear friend,
Ever your's.

REMARKS CONCERNING THE
SAVAGES OF NORTH AMERICA.

Savages we call them, becanse their
manmners differ from owe's, which we think

_duets of differcat p.

* This offer having been accepted Ly the late
King of Prussia, o trealy of amily and commerce
was concluded between that momarch and (ke United
States, containing the foliowing humaue, phill.n.
thropic article ; in the formation of which, D,
l-‘mnlklin. as one of the American plenipotentiaries,
was principally conceined, viz.

Art. XXTIE I war should arise hetween the two
contracting parties, the mercliants of cither country,
then residing i the other, shall beallowed to remoin
mine monthe to collect their debts and settle their
alfairs, apd may depart frecly, carryving off all their
effects without woelestation’ or hitdioce? aond all
womnen and children, scholars of every faculty, cul-
tivators. of the earth, ariizans, manuiaciuners,
fishermen,unarmed and inhabiting unfortified towns,
villnges, and places, and, io general all others whose
occupations nre for the commot sabsistence nnd e
nefit of mankind, shall be allowed to continue their
respective employments, and shall not be moelosied
in their persons, nor shall tieir houses or goods be
burnt, or otherwise destroyed, nor their fields wasted
by the armed foree of the eoemy into whose power,
by the events of wer, they moy happen to fall ; bot
il any iling is wecessary Lo be tabien from them fop
the use of such mrmed force, the same shall be paid
for at a reasonnble price, And all merchants and
trading vessels employed in exclanging the pro-
, amid thereby rendering the
necessaries, conveniences, aud com of human
Ife more ensy o be obtained, and more general, shail
b allowed to pass free and unmolested 1 and veitber
of the contracting poewers shall gract or i=sue any
copmiEsion 1o Il:ﬂ privatearined vessels empowering
them to take or destroy such trading vessels, or iu-
terrupt such comanerce,
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the perfection of civility ; they think the
same of their's.

Perhaps if we could examine the manners
of different nations with impartiality, we
should find no people so rude as to be with-
out any rules of politeness; nor any so
polite as nut to have some remains of rude-
less, 3
- The Iudian men, when young, are hunters
and warriors ; when old, counsellors 3 for all
their government is by the connsel or advice
of the sages : there is no force, there are no
prisons, no officers, to compel obedience, or
inflict punishment. Hence they generally
study oratory ; the best speaker having the
most influence.  The Indian women tiil the
ground, dress the food, nurse and bring up
the children, and preserve and hand down to
merity the memory of public transactions.

e employments of nen and women are
acconnted natural and honourable. Having
few artificial wants, they have abundance of
leisure for improvement in conversation.
Our laborious manner of life, compared with
their's, they esteem slavish and E:_-,e-, and
the learning on which we value ourselves,
they regmvd as frivolous and useless:  An
instance of this occurred at the treaty of Lan-
caster, in Pennsylvania, anno 1744, between
the rovernment of Virginia and the Six Na-
tions. After the principal business was set-
tled, the commissioners from Virginia nc-
quainted the Tndians by a speech, that there
was at Williamsburgh a college, with a fund,
for educating Indian youth ; and if the chiefs
" the 8ix Nations would send down half a
dozen of their sons to that college, the go.
vernment would take care that they should
be well provided for, and instructed in all
the learning of the white people. It is one
of the Indian roles of politeness not to an-
swer a public proposition the same day that
it is made : they think it would be treating
it as a light matter, and that they shew it
respect by taking time to consider it, as of a
matter important. They therefore deferred
their answer till the day following : when
their speaker began, by expressing their deep
sense of the kindness of the Vii_'ginia ZOVErTi-
ment, in making them that offer; *for we
know,” says he, % that you highly esteem the
kind of learning taught in those colleges,
and that the maintenance of our young men,
while with youn, would be very expensive to
you. We are convinced, therefore, that you
mean to do us good by your proposal ; and
we thank you heartily. But yon who are
wise must know, that different nations have
different conceptions of things; amd you
will therefore not take it amiss, ift our ideas
of this kind of education happen not to be
the same with youwr’s. We have had some
experience of it 5 several of our young peo-
ple were formerly brought up at the col-
leges of the northern provinces, they were

instructed in all your seiences ; but when
they came back to us, they were bad run-
ners ; ignorant of every means of hving in
the woods ; unable to bear either cold or
hunger ; knew neither how to build a eabin,
take a deer, or kill an enemy ; spoke our
language imperfectly ; were th re nei-
ther fit for hunters, warriors, or counsellors ;
they were totally good for nothing. We are
however not the less obliged by your kind
offer, though we decline accepting of ir;
and to shew our grateful sense of it, it the
gentlemen of Virginia will send us a dozen
of their sons, we will take great care of
their education, instruct them in all we
kinow, and make men of them.”

Having frequent occasions to hold public
councils, they have acquired great ovder and
decency in conducting them. The old men
sit in the foremost ranks, the warriors in the
vext, and the women and childven in the
hindmost. The business of the woemen is to
take exact motice of what passes, impriat it
in their memories, for they have no writing,
and communicate it to the children. They
are the records of the council, and they pre-
serve tradition of the stipulations in treaties a
hundred years back; which, when we com-
pare with our writings, we always find
exact. He that would speak, rvises. The
rest observe a profound silence.  When he
has finished, and sits down, they leave him
five or six minutes to recollect, that, il he
has omitted any thing he intended to say, or
has any tHing to add, he may rise again and
deliver it. To interrupt another, even m
commion conversation, is reckoned bhighly -
decent. How different this is from the con-
duct of a polite British House of Commons,
where scarce a day passes without some
confusion, that makes the speaker hoarse in
calling fo order ; and how different from
the mode of conversation, in many poliie
companies in Euwrope, where, if you do not
deliver your sentences with great rapidity,
you are eut off in the middle of it by the
impatient loguacity of those you converse
with, and uever suffered to finish it !

The politeness of these savages in conver-
sation is indeed carried to excess ; since it
does not permit them to contradict or deny
the truth of what is asserted in their pre-
sence. By this means they, indeed, avoid
disputes ; but then it hecomes difticult to
know their minds, or what impression you
make upon them. The missionaries, who
have attempted to convert them to Christi-
anity, all complain of this as one of the great
difficulties of their mission. The Indians
hear with patience the truths of the guspel
explained to them, and give their usual
tokens of assent and approbation :  you
would think they were convineed. No such
malter—it is mere civility.

A Swedish minister having assembled the
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chiefs of the Sasque hannah Indians, made a
sermon to them, acquainting them with the
principal. historical faets on which our reli-
gion is founded : such as the fall of our first
Enmnm by eating an apple; the coming of
ist to repair the mischief; his miracles
and sufferings, &c.—When he had finished,
an Indian orator stood up to thank him,
“What you have told us,” says he, “ is all
very good. It is indeed bad to eat apples.
It is better to make them all into cider. We
are much obliged by your kindness in com-
ing so far to tell us those things which you
have heard from your mothers.  In return, 1
will tell you some of those which we have
heard from our’s.
% In the beginning, our fathers had only
the flesh of animals to subsist on; and if
their bunting was wnsuccessful, they were
starving. Two of our young hunters hav
ing killed a deer, made a fire in the woods
to broil some parts of it. When they were
about to satisfy their hunger, they beheld a
beautiful young woman descend from the
clonds, and seat herself on that hill which
vou see yonder among the blue mountains.
They said to each other, it is a spirit that
perhaps has smelt our broiled venison, and
wishes to eat of it 3 let us offer some to her,
They presented her with the tongue: she
was pleased with the taste of it, and said,
* Your kindness shall be rewarded. Come
to this place after thirteen moons, and yow
shall find something that will be of greal
benefit in nourishing you awd your children
to the latest generations. They did so, and
to their surprize, found plants they had ne-
ver seen befove 3 but which, from that an-
cient time, have been constantly cultivated
among us, to our great advantage. Where
her right hand had touched the ground, they
founod maize ; where her left band touched
it, they found Kidney-beans ; and where her
backside had sat on it, they found tobacco.”
ne good missionary, disgusted with thia
idle tale, said, * What I delivered to you
were sacred truths 3 but what you tell me is
wore fable, fiction, and falsebood.” The
Tundian, offended, rveplied, * My brother, it
seems your friends have not done you justice
in your education; they have not well in-
structed you in the rules of common civility.
You saw that we, who understand and prac-
tise those rules, believed all your stories,
why do you refuse to belicve ow’s I
When any of them come into our towna,
our people are apt to crowd round them,
gaze upon them, aud incommode them where
they desire to be private : this they esteem
great rudencss, and the effect of the want of
mstruction in the rules of civility and good
manners, % We have,” say theyy “as much
curiosity as you, and when you come into
our towns, we wish for oppurtunitics of
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looking at but for this purpose we
hide nEl‘Eelrqubéhihd bushes, wl!}m you are
to pass, and never intrude ourselves into
your company.”

Their manner of entering one another’s
villages has likewise its vules. It is ree-
koned uneivil in travelling stra to enter
a village abruptly, without giving notice of
their approach. Therefore, as soon as they
arrive within hearing, they stop and halloo
remaining there till invited to enter. Two
old men usually come out to them and lead
them in. There is in every village a vacant
dwelling, called the stranger’s house. Here
they are placed, while the old men go ronml
from hut to hut, acquainting the inhabitants
that strangers are arrived, who are probably
hungry and weary, and every one sends them
what he can spare of victuals, and skins ta
repose on. When the strangers are refresh-
ed, pipes and tobacco are brought : and then,
but mot before, conversation begins, with
inquiries who they are, whither bound, what
news, &e, and it usnally ends with ofters of
service 3 if the strangers have oecasion for
guides, or any necessaries for continuing
their journey ; and notbing is exacted for the
entertainment.

The same hospitality, esteemed among
them as a priocipal virtue, is practised by
private persons ; of which Conrade Weiser
our interpreter, gave me the following in-
stance. He had been naturalized among the
Six Nations, and spoke well the Mohuck
language. In goiug through the Indian
country, to carry a message from our go-
vernor to the council at Onondaga, he called
at the habitation of Canassetego, an old ac-
quaintance, who embraced him, spread furs
for him to =it on, placed before him some
boiled beans and veunison, and mixed some
rom and water for his drink. When he was
well refreshed, and had lit his pipe, Canasse-
tego began to converse with him: asked
him how he had fared the many years since
they had seen each other, whence he then
came, what occasioned the joumey, &c.
Conrad answered all his questions ; and when
the discourse began to flag, the lodian, to
continue ity said, “ Conrad, you have lived
long among the white people, and know
something of their customs; I have been
sumetimes at Albany, and have observed,
that once in zeven days they shut up their
shops, and assemble all in the great house
tell me what 1t is for? What do they do
theje " &TF meet there,” says Conrad,
% to hear and learn good fhings.” “1 do
not doubt,” says the Indian, “ that they teil
you so, they have told me the same : but |
doubt the truth of what they say, and I will
tell you my reasons. - 1 went lately to Alba-
iy, to sell my sking, and buy blankets,
kuives, powder, rum, &c. You know 1
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used generally to deal with Hans Hanson ;
put I was a little inclined this time to try
some other merchants. However, I called
first upon Hans, and asked him what he
would give for beaver. He said he could
not give more than four shillings a pound :
but, says he, I cannot: talk on business now 3
this is the day when we mect together to
learn good things, and I am going 1o the
meeting. So ;uyt’hnught to myself, sinece I
cannot do any business to-day, 1 may as
well go to the meeting too, and I went with
him. There stood up a man in black, and
:]:L}'nn to talk to the people vury angrily. 1
id not understand what he said : but, per-
ceiving that he looked much at me, and at
Hanson, I imagined he was angry at secing
me there; so 1 went out, sat down near the
house, struck fire, and lit my pipe, waiting
till the meeting should break up. I thought
too that the man had mentioned something
about beaver; I suspected it might be the
subject of their meeting. So, when they
came out, 1 accosted my merchant, ¢ Well,
Hans,’ says I, I hope you have agreed to
give more than four shillings a pound.” ¢ No,’
says he, ¢ I cannot give so much ; [ cannot
%‘ilﬁa more than three shillings and sixpence.”

then spoke to several other dealers, but
they all sung the same song, three and six-
pence, three and sixpence. This made it
clear to me that my suspicion was right ;
and that, whatever they pretended of meet-
ing to learn good things, the real purpose
was to consult how to cheat Indians in
the price of beaver. Consider but a little,
Counrad, and you must be of my opi-

s

nion. If they met so often to learn good
things, they would certainly have learned
some before this time. But they are
still iznorant. You know our practice. If
a white man, in travelling through our coun-
try, enters one of our cabins, we all treat
him as 1 do you; wo dey him if he 1 wer,
we warm him if he is cold, and give him
meat and drink, that he may allay his thirst
and hunger ; and we spread soft furs for
him to rest and sleep on : we demand no re-
ture.®  Butif I go into o white man’s honse
at Albany, and ask for victuals and drink,
they say, Where is your money? and if |
have none, they say, Gel out, you Indian
dog. You see that they have not learned
these little pood {hings that we need no
meetings to be instructed in, because our
mothers taught them us when we were chil-
dren; and therefore it is impossible their
meetings should be, as they say, for any
such purpose, or have any such effect ; they
are only to contrive the cheating of Indians
in the price of beaver.”

* It is remarkable that, in all ages and countries,
hospitality has been allowed as the virtue of those,
whom the civilized were pleased to call barbarians ;
the Greeks celebrated the Scythians for it ; the Sa-
racens possessed it eminently ; and it is to this da
the reigning virtue of the wild Ambs, S, P‘nur,
too, in the relation of his voy and shipwreck, on
the island of Melita, says, * Th

e bharbaroy
- shewed us no little kindness ; for they h:n.I]:f?ﬁE’:_
L

and received us cvrey one, because of the

rain, and because of the cold.”” This note is taken
?anﬁ lll small collection of Franklin's papers, printed
or Drilly, RERRT
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TO MR. DUBOURG,

FFH'IJEH.:H!—HE THE DISSENTIONE BETWEEN
ENGLAND AND AMERICA.
London, October 2, 1770.

I sEE, with pleasure, that we think pretty
much alike on the subjects of English Ame-
vica. We of the colonies have mever in-
sisted that we ought to be exempt from con-
tributing to the common expenses necessary
to support the prosperity the empire—
We only assert, that having parliaments of
our own, and not having representatives in

that of Great Britain, our parliaments are

‘the only judgesof what we can and what we
onght to contribute in this case ; and that
the English parliament has no right to take
our money without our consent. In fact,
the British empire is not a single state; it
comprehends many ; and though the parlia-
ment of Great Britain has arrogated to itself
the power of taxing the colonies, it has no
more right to do so, than it bas to tax Ha-
nover. We have the same king, but not the
same legislatures.

The dispute between the two countries
has already lost England many millions
sterling, which it has lost i ils commerce,
and America bas, in this respect, been a
proportionable gainer. This commerce con-
sisted principally of superfluities, objects of
luxury and fashion, which we can well do
without ; and the resolution we have formed
of importing ne more Uill our grievances are
vedressed, has enabled many of our infant
manufactures to take roots and it will not
be easy to make our people abandon them
in future, even should & connexion more
cordial than ever succeed the present {rou-
bles. 1 have, indeed, no doubt, that the
parliament of England will finally abandon
its present pretensions, and leave us to the
peaceable enjoyment of our vights and' pri-

vileges, :
. B. FRANKLIN.

A COMPARISON OF THE CONDUCT
OF THE ANCIENT JEWS, AND OF
THE ANTIFEDERALISTS IN THE
UNITED STA'RES OF AMERICA.

A zEAaLoUS advocate for the proposed
Federal Constitution, in a certain public ag-
sembly, said, that “ the repugnance of great
part of mankind to good government was
such, that he believed, thatif an angelfrom
heaven was to bring down a constitution
formed there for our uge, it would never-
theless meet with violent opposition.”  He
was reproved for the supposed extravagance
of the sentiment ; and he did not justify it.
Probably it might uot have immediately.oc-
curred to him, that the expesiment had been
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 tried, and that the event was recorded in the

most faithful of all histories, the Holy Bible 5
otherwise he might, as it seems to me, hive
supported his opinion by that unexception-
able authority. i

The Supreme Being had been pleased to
nourish up a single family, by continued
acts of his attentive providence, until it be-
came a great people; and, baving rescued
them from hondage, by many miracles per-
formed by his servant Moses, he personally
delivered to that chosen servant, in presence
of the whole nation, a constitution and code
of laws for their observance ; accompanied
and sanctioned with promises of great re-
wards, and threats 01!] severe punishments,
as the consequence of their obedience or
disobedience.

This constitution, though the Deity him-
self was to be at its head, (and it is there-
fure called by political writers a theocracy,)
could not be carvied into execution hot by
means of his ministers.  Aaron and his sons
were therefore commissioned to be, with
Muoses, the first established ministry of the
new government.

Oue would bave thought that the appoint=
ment of men, who had distinguished them-
selves in procuring the liberty of their na-
tion, and had hazarded their lives in openly
opposing the will of a powerful monarch,
who would have retained that nation in sla-
very, might have been an appointment ac-
ceptable to a grateful people; aml that a
constitution framed for them by the Deity
himself might, on that accoumi, have been
secure of an universal welcome veception.
Yat there were, in every one of the thirteen
tribes, some discontented, restless spirits,
who were continually exciting them Lo reject
the proposed new government, and this from
varicus motives.

Many still retained an affectionfor Egypt,
the land of their nativity ; and these, when-
ever they felt any inconvenience or havd-
ship, though the natural and unavuidable
effect of their change of situation, exclaimed
against their leaders as the anthors of their
troubles, and were not ouly fur returning
into Egypt, but for stoning ilieir deliverers.®
Those inclined to idolatry were displeased
that their golden calf was destroyed. Many
of the chiefs thought the new. constitution
might be injurious to their particular inte-
rests 3 that the profitable places would be
engrossed by the fumilies and friends of
Moses and Aaron, and others equally well
born excluded 4 In Josephus, and <he Tal.

; ﬁumhm, r:liap. xiv.

umbers, chap. xvi, ver. 3. " And they ga-
theredthemselves together against Mosesamd against
Aaron, and said unto them, Ye take too much upon
you, seeing all the cor alions ave holy, every
one of them ; wherefore then lift ye up yourselves
above the congregation 1"
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‘mud, we learn me partieulars, not so fully
marrated in the Bcnpture,m%e are there
told, ‘ﬂh:t Korah was ambitious of the
j r_lt;pji]i'}l)d, and offended that it was con-
on Aaron ; and this, as he said, by
e nuthur:t;ur ul"' Moses only, wii.'.?m_ut the
le. Heaccused Moses of
Iiti.rillg, various artifices, frandulently
obtained fﬁc government, and deprived the
people ut'!hmr liberties ; and of conspiving
with Aaron to pmpﬂunte the tyranny in
their family. Thus, though Korah's real
motive was the supplanting of Aaron, he
p&rmdﬂd the people that he meant only the
public good ; and they, moved by his insi-
nuations, h-egnn to cry oul, ¢ Let us main-
tain the common liberty of our respective
tribes ; we have freed ourselves from the
slavery imposed wpon us by the Egyptians,
and shall we suffer ourselves to be made
slaves by Moses? If we must have a mas-
ter, it were hetter to return to Pharach, who,
al least, fed us wilth bread and onions, than
to serve this new tyrant, who by his opera-
tions has brought us into danger of famine,
Then they called in question the realify of
kis conferences with God ; and objected to
the privacy of the meeting, and the prevent-
ing any of the people from being present at
the collogquies, or even approaching the
place, as grounds of great suspicion. They
accused Moses also of peculation ; as embez-
zling part of the golden spoons and the sil-
ver chargers, that the princes had offered at
the dedication of the altar,* and the offer-
ings of gold by the commen ;lmple,-]» as
well as mwost of the poll-tax ;3 and Aaron
they accused DI" pocketing much of the gold,
of which he pretended to have made a mol-
ten calf. Besides peculation, tl:.e;.r charged
Moses with ambition ; to gratify which pas-
sion, he had, thei saidd, deceived the people,
by promising to bring tlluu to a laml fAow-
ing with milk and honey; instead of doing
which, he had brought ti'lém from such a
land; and that he thmlght light of all this
mischief, provided he could make himself
an absolute prince§ That, to support the
new dignity with s ;;i-:mlnm in his family,
the artial poli-tax already levied and given
aron || was to be followed by a general
une,q{ which would probably be aug'm-mted
from time to time, if he were suffered to go
on promulgating new laws, on pretence of
new oceasional revelations of the Divine
will, il their wlml:c fortunes were devoured
by that ar istocracy.”

Moses devied the chul ge of peenlation,

* Numbers, chap. vii.
+ Exodus, chap. xxxv, ver, 22,
$ Numbers, chap. iii, and Exodus, 1 Chap, Xxx.
1 Numbers, chap Xvi. ver. 13.
t'mng ihat thou hast bronght us v nut of a land,
owing witl mllk and honey, 1o kill us in this wil-
dernees, except that thou make thyself altogether a

noe over ua i :
Fi Numbers, chap. iii. ¥ Exodus, chap. xxx.

&

FRANKLIN'S ESSAYS,

5. it a small,

HH

amd his accusers were destitute of prouls to
support ity though facts, if veal, are in
their pature capable of proof. “1 have
not,” said he, (with holy confidence in the
presence of God,) 1 have not taken from
this people the value of an ass, nor done
them any other injury.” But his enemies
had made the charge, and with some success
among the populace ; for no kiad of accu-
sation is so readily made, or easily believed,
by knaves, as the accusation of knavery.

In fine, no less than two hundred and fifty
of the principal men, * famous in the con-
gregation,” men of renown,”* heading and
exciting the mob, worked them up to sucha
pitch of frenzy, that they called out, Stone
'em! stone'em! and thereby secore our
liberties ; and let us chuse other captaing,
that they may lead us back into Egypt, in
case we do not succeed in reducing tJ.wan
naanites.

On the whole, it appears that the Israel-
ites were a people jealous of their new-ac-
quired liberty, which jealousy was in itself
no faunlt ; but thar, when they suliered it to
be worked upon by artiul men, pretending
public good, with nothing really i view but
private intevest, they were led to oppuse the
establishment of the new constilution, where-
by they brought upon themselves much in-
convenience and misfortune, 1t favther ap-
pears from the same inestimable history,
that when, after many ages, the constitution
had become old and much abused, and an
amendment of it was proposed, the popu-
lace, as they had accused Moses of the am
bition of making himself a prince, and cried
out, Stone him ! stone him ! so, excited by
their high priests and scribes, they exclaimed
against the Messiah, that he aimed at beco-
mlu% king of the Jews, and cried, Crucify
him ! erucify him! From all which we may
gather, that popular opposition tv a public
measure is no proof of its impropriety, even
though the opposition be excited and headed
by men of distinction.

To conclude, I beg I may not be under-
stood to infer, that our general convention
was divinely inspired when it formed the
new federal constitution, merely because
that constitution has been unreasonably and
vehemently opposed ; yet, 1 must own, I
have so much faith in the gencral govern-
ment of the world by Providence, ihat I can
hardly conceive a transaction of such mo-
mentous importance to the welfare of mil-
lions now existing, and to exist in the pos-
tevity of a great nation, should be suffered
to pass without being, in some degree, n-
fluenced, guided, and governed, by that
omunipotent, omupipresent, and beoelicent
Rauler, in whom all inferior spirits live, and
moye, and have their being.

* Numbers, chap. xvi.
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NAUTICAL AFFAIRS.

Tuovaa Britain bestows more attention
to trade than any other nation, and though
it be the general opinion, that the safety of
their state depends upon her navy alone ;
yet it seems not a little extraordinary, that
most of the great improvements in ship-
building have originated abroad. The best
sailing vessels in the royal navy have in ge-
neral been French prizes. This, though it
may admit of exceptions, cannot be, upon
the whole, disputed.

Nor is Britain entirely inattentive to naval
architecture, though it is no where scienti-
fically taught, and those who devise im-

ements have seldom an opportunity of
ringing them into practice. What a pity
it is that no contrivance should be adopted
for concentrating the knowledge that differ-
ent individuals attain in this art, into one
common focus, if the expression may be ad-
mitted ? Our endeavours shall not be want-
mg to collect together, in the best way we
can, the scattered hints that shall occur un-
der this head, not doubting but the public
will receive with favour this humble at-
tempt to waken the attention to a subject of
such great national importance.

Dr. Franklin, among the other inquiries
that had engaged his attention, during a
long life spent in the uninterrupted pursuit
of useful improvements, did not let this es-
cape his notice; and many useful hints,
tending to perfect the art of navigation, and
to melirate the condition of seafaring peo-
ple, occur in his work. In France, the art
of constructing ships has long been a favou-
rite study, and many improvements in that
branch have originated with them. Among
the last of the Frenchmen, who have made
any considerable improvement in this re-
spect, is M. Le Roy, who has constructed a
vessel well adapted to sail in rivers, where
the depth of water is inconsiderable, and that
yet was capable of being navigated at sea
with great ease. This he effected, ina great
measure, by the particular mode of rigging,
which gave the mariners much greater power
over the vessel than they could have when of
the nsunal construction.

I do not hear that this improvement has
in any case been adopted in Britain. But
the advantages that would result from hav-
ing a vessel of small dranght of water to sail
with the same steadiness, and to lie equally
near the wind, as one may do that is sharper
built, are so obvious, that many persons
have been desirous of falling upon some
way to effect it. About Lowdon this has
been attempled by means of lee boards, (a
contrivance now so generally known, as not
‘to require to be here particularly deseribed,)
and not without effect. But these are sub-
ject to certain inconveniences, that render

the use of them in many cases ineligible.

Others have attempted to effect the pur-
Em.e by building vessels with more than one

eel; and this contrivance, when adopted
upon proper principles, promises to be at-
tended with the happiest effects.  But hi-
therto that seems to have been scarcely ad-
verted to : time will be pecessary to eradi-
cate common notions of very old standing,
before this can be effectnally done. :

Mr. W. Brodie, ship-master in Leith, has
lately adopted a contrivance for this pur-
pose, that seems to be, at the same time,
very simple and extremely efficacions—
Necessity, in this case, as in many others,
was the mother of invention. He had a
small, flat, ill-built boat, which was so ill
constructed, as semcely to admit of carry-
ing a bit of sail on any occasion, and which
was, at the same time, so heavy to be
rowed, that he found great difficulty in using
it for his ordinary occasions., In reflecting
on the means that might be adopted fur
giving this nseless cable such a hold of the
waler, as (0 admit of his employing a sail
when he found it necessary, it readily oc-
curred that a greater depth of keel would
have this tendency. But a greater depth of
keel, though it would have been useful for
thiz purposze, he ecasily foresaw would make
his boat be extremely inconvenient on many
other occasions. To effect both_purposes,
he thought of adopting a moveable keel,
which would admit of being let down or
taken up at pleasure. This idea he imme-
diately carried into cffect, by fixing a bar
of iron of the depth he wanted along each
side of the keel, moving upon hinges that
admitted of being moved in one direction,
but which could not be bent back in the op-
pusite direction.  Thus, by means of a small
chain fixed to each end, these moveable
keels could be easily lifted up at pleasure 3
s0 that when he was entering into a barbour,
or shoal water, he had only to lift up his
keels, and the boat was as capable of being
managed there, as if he had wanted them
entirely ; and when he went out to sea,
where there was depth enough, by Tetting
them down, the lee keel took a firm hold of
the water, (while the other floated loose,)
and gave such a steadiness to all its move-
ments, as can scarcely be conceived by those
who have not experienced it.

This gentleman one day ecarried me out
with him in his boat to try it. We made
two experiments. At first, with a moderate
breeze, when the moveable keels were kept
up, the boat, when laid as near the wind as
it could go, made an angle with the wake of
about 30 degrees ; but when the keels were
let down, the same angle did not exceed five
or six degrees, being nearly parallel with the
course. :

At another time, the wind was right
a-head, a brisk breeze. When we began to
beat up against it, a trading sloop was very
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near us, steering the same course with us.
This sloop went the water a good
deal faster than we could ; but in the course
of two hours beating to windward, we found
that the sloop was left behind two feet in
three ; though it is certain, that if our false
keels had not been let down, we could
acarcely, in that situation, have advanced
one foot for her three. SR

It 15 unnecessary to point out to seafaring
men the benefits that may be derived from
this contrivance in certain circumstances, as
these will be very obvious to them.

NORTH-WEST PASSAGE.

Notwithstanding the many fruitless at-
tempts that have been made to discover a
north-west passage into the South Seas, it
would seem that this important geographical
question is not ‘yet fully decided : for at a
meeting of the Academy of Sciences at Paris,
held on the 13th of November last, M. Bauche,
first geographer to the king, read a curious
memoir concerning the north-west passage.
M. de Mendoza, an intelligent captain of a
vessel in the service of Spain, charged with
the care of former establishments favourable
to the marine, has made a careful examina-
tion of the archives of several departments;
there he has found the relation of a voyage
made in the year 1508 by Lorenzo Herrero
de Maldonada. There it appears, that at
the entry into Davis's Straits, north lat. 60
degrees, and 28 of longitude, counting from
the first meridian, he turned to the west,
leaving Hudson's Bay on the south, anid
Baffin’s Bay on the north. Arrived at lat.
65 and 207, he went towards the north by
the Straits of Labrador, till he reached 76
and 278 ; and, finding himself in the Icy
Sea, he turned south-west to lat. 60 and 235,
where he found a strait, which separates
Asia from.America; by which he entered
into the South Sca, which he called the
Straits of Anian. This passage ought to be,
according to M. Bauche, between William's
Sound and Mount St; Elias. The Russians
and Captain Cook have not observed it, be-
cause it is very narrow. But it is to be
wished that this important discovery should
be verified, which has been overlooked for
two centuries, in spite of the attempts which
have been made on these coasts. . Bauche
calls this passage the Straits of Ferrer.

POSITIONS TO BE EXAMINED.

1. ALL foed, or subsistence for mankind,
arises from the earth or waters.

2, Necessaries of life that are not foods,
and all vther conveniences, have their value
estimated by the proportion of food con-
:;ﬂmed while we are employed in procuring

.
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3. A small people with a large territory
may subsist on the productions of nature,
with no other labour than that of gathering
the vegetables and catching the animals.

4. A large people with a small territory
find these insuificient ; and, to subsist, must
labour the earth, to make it produce greater
quantities of vegetable food, suitable to the
nourishment of men, and of the animals
they intend to eat.

5. From this labour arises a great in--
crease of vegetable and animal food, and of
materials for clothing ; as flax, wool, silk
&c. The superfluity of these is vealth.—
With this wealth we pay for the labour em-
ploved in building our houses, cities, &e.
which are therefore only subsistence thus
metamorphosed.

6. Manufactures are only another shape
into which so much provisions and subsist-
ence are turned, as were in value equal to
the manufactures produced. This appears
from hence, that the manufacturer does not,
in fact, obtain from the employer, for his
labour, more than a mere subsistence, in-
cluding raiment, fuel, and shelter ; all which
derive their value from the provisions con-
suined in procuring them. .

7. The produce of the earth, thus con-
verted into manufactures, may be more ea-
sily carried into distant markets, ihan before

such conversion,

8. Fair commerce is where equal values
are exchanged for equal, the expense of
transport included. Thus, if it costs A in
England as much labour and charge to raise
a bushel of wheat, as it cosis B in Frauce to
produce four gallons of wine, then are four
gallons of wine the fair exchange for a bushel
of wheat, A and B meeting at half distance
with their commodities to make the ex-
change. The advantage of 1his fair com-
merce is, that each party increases the num-
ber of his enjoyments, having, imsicad of
wheat alone, or wine alone, the use of butn
wheat and wine.

9. Where the labonr and expense of pro-
ducing both commodities are known to buth
parties, bargains will generally be fair and
equal. Where they are known to one party
only, bargains will often be unequal, know-
ledge taking its advantage of ignorance.

10. Thus, he that carries a thousand
bushels of wheat abroad to sell, may not

bably obtain so t a profit thereon, ag
&mhe had first lmmlle Elmat into m':nu.
factures, by subsisting therewith the work-
men while producing those manufactures ;
since there are many expediting and facili-
tating methods of working, not generally
known, and strangers to the mannfactures,
though they know pretty well the expense
of raising wheat, are unacquainted with those
-short methodsof working ; and thence, being
apt to suppose more labour employed in the
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manufacturg than there really is, are more
easily imposed on in their value, and induced
to allow more for them than they are ho-
nestly worth,

11. Thus the advantage of having manu-
faciures in a country does not consist, as is
commonly supposed): in their highly advan-
cing the value of rough materials, of which
they are formed ; since, though sixpenny-
wurth of flax may be worth twenty shillings
when worked into lace, yet the very cause
of its being worth twenty shillings is that,
begides the flax, it has cost uineicen shillings
and sixpence in subsistence to the manuthe-
tarer. But the advantage of manuiacinres
is, that, under their shape, provisions may
be more easily carried to a foreign market ;
and by their means, our traders may more
easily cheat strangers. Few, where it iz not
made, are judges of the value of lace. The
mmporter may demand forty, and perhaps
get thirty shillings for that which cost him
but twenty.

12. Finally, there seems to Le hut three

ways for a nation to acquire wealth: the
first is by war, as the Romans did, i plun-
dering their conquered weighbours—this is
robbery ; the second by cormnerce, which is
generally cheating ; the third by azricul-
ture, the only honest way, wherein man re-
ceives a real increase of the seed thrown
into the ground, in a kind of continuel mi-
racle, wrought by the hand of God in his
favour, as a reward for his innocent life and
his virtuous industry.
B. FrANELIN,

PRELIMINARY ADDRESS TO THE
PENNSYLVANIA ALMANAC, ENTI-
TULED # POOR RICHARD'S ALMA-
NAC, FOR THE YEAR 1758.”

WHRITTEN BRY DR. FRANKLIN.

1 5AVE heard, that nothing gives an an-
thur so great pleasure as to find hiz works
respectfully quoted by other learned authors,
This pleasure I have seldom enjoyed ; for
though I have been, if T may say it without
vanity, an eminent author (of almanacs) an-
nually now a full gquarter of a century, my
brother authors in the same way (for what
reason | know not) have ever been very spa-
ring in their applanses:; and no other autﬁzr
has taken the least notice of me; so that,
did not my writings produce me some solid
Eudlliug, the greatdeficiency of praise would

ave quite disconraged me.

! concluded, st length,” that the people
were the best judges of my merit, for they
bny my works 3 and, besides, in my rambles,
where T am not personally known, T have
frequently heard one or other of my adages
repeated, with “ As poor Richard says,” at

the end on’t. This gave me some satisfac

tion, as it shewed not only that my iustrue -
tions were regarded, but discovered likewise
some respect for my authority 3 and Iown,
that, to encowage the practice of remem-
bering and repeating those wise sentences, I
have sometimes quoted myself with great

wity. i

Judge then how much 1 have been grati-
fied by an incident which I am going to re-
late to you. I stopped my horse lately where.
a great number of people were collected at
an auction of merchans” goods.  The hour
of sale not being come, they were conversing
on the baduess of the times ; and one of the
company ealled to a plain, clean, old man,
with white locks, ¢ Pray, father Abraham,
what think ye of the times? Won't these
heavy taxes quite ruin the country ! How
ghall we be ever able to pay*them? What
would you advise us to?”  Father Abrabam
stood up, and replied, * If you'd have my
advice, I'll give it to you in short; *for a
word to the wise is enough ; and many words
wou't fill a bushel,’ as poor Richard says.”
They juined in desiring him to speak his
mind ; and, gathering round him, he pro-
ceeded as follows :—

“ Friends, (says he) and neighbours, the
taxes are indeed very heavy ; and il those
laid on by the government were the only
ones we had to pay, we might wore easily
discharge them; but we have many others,
and much more grievous to some of vs.—
We are taxed twice as much by our idleness,:
three times as much by our pride, and four
times as wmuch by our folly ; and from these
taxes the commissioners cannot ease or de-
liver us, by allowing an abatement, How
ever, let us hearken to good advice, and
something may be done for us; * God helps
them that help themselves,” as poor Richard
says in his Almanac.

“ It would be thonght a hard govermment
that should tax its people one-tenth part of
their time, to be employed in its service
but idleness taxes many of us much more,
if we reckon all that is spent in absolnte
sloth, or doing of nothing, with that which
is spent in idle employments, or amuse-
ments that amount'to nothing. Sloth, by
bringing on diseases, absolutely shortens
life. ¢ Sloth, like rust, consumes faster than
labour wears, while the key often used iz al
ways bright,’ as poor Richard says. ¢ But
dost thou love life ? then do not squander
time, for that’s the stuff life is made of,’ as
pour Richard says. How much more than
15 necessary do we spend in sleep ! forgetting
that ¢ the sleeping fox catches no poulivy,
and that there will be sleeping enough in the

‘grave,’ as poor Richard says. ¢ H time be

of all things the must precious, wasting tise
must be (as poor Kichard aa:.-:a tive preatest
prodigality 3 since, as he elsewhere teils us
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¢ Lost time is never found again; and what
we call time enough, always proves little
enough. Let us thew up and be doing, and
doing to the purpose ; so by diligence shall
we do more with less perplexity. < Sloth
makes all things difficult, but industry all
eagy,” as poor Richard says; and, ¢he that
riseth late must trot all day, and shall scarce
oyertake his business at night ; while lazi-
ness travels so slowly, that poverty soon
overtakes him,' as we read in poor Richard ;
who adds, ¢ Drive thy business, let not that

drive thee ;' and, ¢ Early to bed, and early

to rise, makes a man healthy, wealthysand
wise.

“ 8o what signifies wishing and hoping
for- better times ! We make these times
better if we bestic ourselves. ¢ Lndustr

needs not wish,’ as poor Richard says; amdy

“He that lives upon hope will die fasting.’
¢ There are no gains without pains; then
help, hands, for I have no lands; or if T

have, they are smartly taxed ;'—and (as

¢ Richard likewise observes,) * He that

th a trade, hath an estate, and he that
hath o calling, hath an office of profit and
honour :* but then the trade must be worked
~at, and the calling well followed, or neither
the estate nor the office will enable us to
pay our taxes. If we are industrious, we
shall never starve; for, as poor Richard
says, ‘At the working man's house hunger
lovks in, but darves not enter;’ nor will the
bailifi' or the constable enter : for ¢ Industry
pays debts, but despair increaseth them,’
says poor Richard. What though you have
found no treasnre, nor has any rich relation
left you a legacy : ¢ ]Jiligl!;ute is the mother
of good luck,' as poor Richard says ; and
“God gives all things to industry; then
plough deep while sluggands sleep, and you
will have corn to sell and to keep, says
or Dick. Work while it is called to-day,
or you know not how much you may be
hindered to-morrow ; which makes poor
Richard say, ¢ One to-day is worth two to-
morrows ;* and, farther, * Have you some-
what to do to-morrow, do it to-day’ ¢If
you were a servant, would you not be
ashamed that a good master should catch
.you idle? Are you then your own master,
be ashaned to catch yourself idle)’ as poor
Dick says. When there is so much to be
done for yourself, your family, and your
gracious king, be up by peep of day : ¢ Let
not the san look down, and say, Inglorious
here he lies!” Handle your tools without
mittens ; remember that ¢ the cat in gloves
catches no mice,” as poor Richard says. It
is true, there is much to be done, and per-
haps you are weak-handed ; but stick to it
steadily, and you will see great effects : for
¢ continual dropping wears away stones, and
by diligence and paticnece the mouse ate into
the cable ; and light strokes fell great oaks,’

as poor Richard says in his Almanae, the
year I cannot just now remember,

# Methinks 1 hear some of you say, “must
a man afford himself no leisuwe® I will -
tell thee, my friend, what poor Richard says :
¢ Employ thy time well; if thon meamest to
gain leisure ; and since thou art not sure of
a minute, throw not away anhour.” Leisure is
time for doing something useful ; this leisure -
the dilizent man will obtain, but the lazy man
never; so that, as poor Richard says, A
life of leisure and a life of laziness are two
things.! Do you imagine that sloth will
afford you more comfort than labour ! Noj
fur, as pour Richard says, ¢ Troubles spring
from idleness, and grievous toils from weed-.
less ease- many without labour would live
by their own wits only; but they break for
waut of stock” Whereas industry gives
comfort, and plenty, and respect.  ©Fly
pleasures; and they’ll follow you ; the dili-
gent spinner” has a large shift ; and, pow. 1
have a sheep and a cow, every body bids me
good-morrow 3* all which is well said: by
poor Richard. -

% But with our industry, we must like-
wise be steady, and settled, and careful, and
oversee our own affairs with our own
eyes, and not frust too much to others;
for as poor Richard says, i

‘I pever saw an oft-removed tree,
Nor yet an oft-removed family,
That throve so well as one that seitled be.'

% And, again, ¢ Threé removes are as had
o a fire;’ and again, ¢ Keep thy shop, and
thy shop will keep thee;” and again, ©If
you would have your business done, go ; if
not, send.”  And again, 1

 tHe that by the plough would thrive,

a  Himsell must either hold or drive.”

And again, ¢ The eye of the master will do
more work than both his bands ;" and again,
‘Want of care does us more damage than
want of knowledge ;* and again, © Not {o
oversee workmen is to leave them your
purse open.’ Trusting too much to
others’ care is the ruin of many: for, as
the Almanac says, ‘In the affairs of the
world, men are saved not by faith, but by
the want of it;’ but a man’s own care is
profitable ; for, saith poor Dick, ¢ Learning
15 to the studious, and riches to the care-
ful, as well as power to the bold, awd hea-
ven to the virtuous." And, farther, *1f you
would have a faithful servant, and one that
you like, serve yourself.’ And again, he
adviseth to circumspection and care, even
in the smallest matters, becanse sometnnes
¢ A little neglect may breed %rmt mischief ;"
adding, ¢ For want of a naill the shoe was
lost 3 for want of a shoe the horse was lost ;
and for want of a horse the rider was lost,”
heing  overtaken and slain by an encmy,
all for want of care about a hovse-shoe nail.
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Bo much for industry, my friends, and at.

tention to one's own business ; but to these
we must add frugality, if we would make
our industry more certainly successful. A
man may, if he knows not how to save aghe
gets, *keep his nose all his life, to the
?ﬁndam and die not worth a groat at
ast.” * A fat kitchen makes a lean will,’ as
poor Richard says; and,
* Many estates are spent in the getting ;
Eiul:e:;'cm!n for hﬁmk spﬁf;i uggnnd knitting,
And men for punch forsook hewing and splitting.

“¢[f you would be wealthy, (says he, in
another Almanac) think of saving, as well
as of getting : the lndians have not made

in rich, use her out-goes are greater
n_her in-comes.’

“ Away then with your expensive follies,
and you will not have much cause to com-
plain of hard times, heavy taxes, and
chargeable families ; for, as poor Dick says,

* Women and wine, rame and deceit,

Make tire wealth small, and the want great.'

* And, farther, * What maintains one vice,
would bring up twochildren.” Youmay thiuk
that a little tea, or a little punch now and
then, diet alittle more costly, cluthes perhaps
a little finer, and a little entertainment now
and then, can be no matter ; but remember
what poor Richard says, *Mauy a little
makes a meikle ;' and farther, * Beware of
little expences; a small leak will sink a
ﬁt ship ;' and again, ¢ Who dainties love,

1 beggars prove;’ and, moreover, ¢ Fools
make feasts, and wise men eat them,’

“ Here you are all got together at this
sale of fineries and nickoacks: you call
them goods ; but if you do not take care,
they will prove evils to some of you. You
expect they will be sold cheap, and perhaps
they may for less than they cost 3 but if you
have no occasion for them, they must be
dear to you. Remember what poor Richard
says, ¢ E:}r what thou hast no need of, and
ere long thou shalt sell thy necessaries.'—
And again, * At a great pennyworth pause a
while.” He means, that perhaps the cheap-
is apparent only, or not real; or the
bargain, by straitening thee in thy business,
may do thee more harm than good. For in
another place he says, * Many have been
ruined by buying gowd pennyworths’ —

Again, as poor Richard says, ¢ 1t is foolish.

to lay out money in a purchase of repent-
ance 3’ and yet this folly is practised every
day at auctions, for want of minding the
Almanac. ¢ Wise men (as poor Dick says)
learn by others’ hanus, fools scarcely by
their owu ; but Felix quem faciunt aliena
pericula cautum.! Many a one, for the sake
of finery on the back, have
-~ gry belly, and half stauved their families:

*Silk and satins, scarlet and velvet, (as poor
Richard says) put out the kitchen fire'—
These are not the necessaries of life ; they

e with a hun
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can scarcely be called the convenlences®
and yet, only because they look pretty, how
many want to have them! The artificial
wants of mankind thus become more nunme-
rous than the natural; and, as poor Dick
says, ¢ For one person there are a hun-
dred imndigent.’ By these and other extra-
vagancies, the genteel are reduced to po-
verty, and forced to borrow of those whom
they formerly despised, but who, through
industry and frugality, have maintained their
standing ;—in which case, it plainly appears,
¢ A ploughman on his legs is higher than a
gendeman on his knees’, as poor Richard
eays.  Perhaps they have had a small estate
left them, which they knew not the getting
of : they think ¢ It is day, and will never be
night ;* that a littic to {m spent out of so
much is not worth minding. ¢ A child and
a fool (as poor Richacd sn::s imagine twenty
shillings and twenty years can never be
gpent; but always be taking out of the
meal-tub, and never putting in, soon comes
to the bottom: then, as poor Dick says,
“ When the well is dry they know the wourth
of water.” But tais they might hate known
before, if they had taken his advice : ¢ If you
would know the value of money, go and try
to borrow some; for he that goes 2 borrow-
ing, goes a sorrowing ; and, indeed, =o does
he that lends to such people, when he
to get it in again” Poor Dick farther ad
vises, and says,

' Fond pride of dress is surea CUrSE ;

fanpc;r you consult, cnmulmur purse.’

And again, “Pride is as loud a be as
Want, and a great deal more uucy,‘ugﬁl’-hm
guu bave bought one fine thing, you must

uy ten more, that your appearance mav be

all of a piece; but poor Diek says, © It is

easier to suppress the first desire, than to
satisfy all that follow it And it is as truly
folly for the poor to ape the rich, as the frog
to swell in order to equal the ox.

* Vessels lurge may venture mone,

But lintle boats should keep near share.*
"Tis, however, a folly soon punished ; for
¢ Pride that dines on vanity, sups on con-
tempt,” as poor Richard says.  And, in ano
ther place, ¢ Pride breakfasted with Plenty,
dined with Poverty, and supped with Infa-
my.” And, after all, of what use is this
pride of appearance, for which so much is
risked, so much is suflered? It cannot pro-
mote health, or ease pain; it makes no in-
crease of merit in the person; it creates
envy ; il hastens misfortune.

* What is a butlesfty? at Lest,

He's but a caterpillar drest ;
The gaudy fop's his picture just,”

as poor Richard says. -
“ But what madness must it be to run in

debt for these superfluities! We are oficred
by the terms of thix sale six months” eredit
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and that perhaps has induced some of us to

atteud it, because we cannot spare the ready
money, and hope now to be fine without 1t.
But, ah! think what you do when you run
in debt. You give to another power over
your liberty. If you cannot pay at the time,
you will be ashamed to see your creditor :
you will be in fear when you speak to him 3
you will make poor, pitiful, sneaking ex-
cuses, and by degrees come to lose your
veracity, nntf sink into base, downright
lying ; for, as poor Richard says, ¢ The
second vice is lying ; the first is ruoning in
debt. And again, to the same purpose, ‘ Ly-
ing rides npon Debt’s back 3 wheveas a free-
burn Englishman ought not to be ashamed
nor afiaid to speak to any man living, But
poverty often deprives a man of all spirit
and virfue: ¢ It is hard for an empty bag to
stand upright,’ as poor Richard truly says.
What would you think of that prince, or
that government, who would issue an cdict,
forbidding you to dress like a gentleman or
gentlewoman, on pain of imprisonment or
servitude 7 Would you not say, that you
were free, have a right to dress as yomn

lease, and that such an edict would be a

reach of your privileges, and such a
government tyraunical ! And yet you are
abont to put yoorself under that tyeanny
when you run in deht for such dress!  Your
creditor has authority, at his pleasure, to de-
prive you of yourliberty, by confining you in
gaol for life, or by selling yon for a servant,
if you should not be able to pay him. When
you have got vour bargain, you may, per-
haps, think little of payment ; bat ¢ Credi-
tors (poor Richard tells us) have better
memuries than debtors ;' and in another
place he says, * Creditors are a supersti-
tious sect, great observers of set days swnd
times." The day comes round befuore vou
are aware, and the demand is made befure
you are prepared to satisfy it, Or if you
bear your debt in mind, the term which at
first seemed so long, willy as it leszens, appear
extremely short. Time will secm to have
added wings to his heels as well as at his
shoulders. ¢ Those have a short Lent (saith
poor Richard) who owe money to be paid at
Easter” ‘Then since, as he says, *The
borrower is a slave to the lender, and
the debtor to the creditor;' disdain the
chain, preserve your freedom, and maintain
your independency : be industrious and
free 3 be frugal and free. At present per-
haps you may think yourscives in thriving
civeumstances, and that yon can bear a
little extravagauce without injury ; but,

£ For agre and want save while you may,
o morming sun lasts a whole day,’

as poor Richard says. Gain may be tem-
F'trary and uncertain ; but ever while you
ive, expense is coustant and certain: and
YRt is easier to build two chimmics, than to

keep one w fuel,’ as poor Richard says. S
‘Rather go to bed supperless than rise in
debt.!

* et what you can, and what you get hold,

“T'is the stone that will turn all your lead into gold,*
as poor Richard says. And when you have
got the philosopher’s stone, sure you will no
longer complain of bad times, or the difli-
culty of paying taxes,

“ This doctrine, my friends, is reason and
wisdom: but, after all, do not depend too
much upon your own industry and frugality,
and prudence, though excellent things, for
they may be blasted, without the blessing of
Heaven : and therefore ask that blessing
humbly, and be not uncharitable to thuse
that at present seem to want it, but comfort
and help them. Remember Job suffered,
and was afllerwards prosperous.

“Aund now, to conclude, ¢ Experience
keeps a dear school ; but fools will learn in
no other. and scavee in that ; for it is trur,
we may give advice, but we cannot give con
duct,” as poor Richard says. However, re-
member this, ¢ They that will not be coun-
selled, cannot be helped,” as poor Richard
says; and, further, that * Lf vou will not hear
Reason, she will surely rap vour knuekles.”

Thus the old gu;i.ﬁ{'lmul ended  kis
barangue. The people heard it, and ap-
proved the doetrive. aud immediately prac-
tised the comtrary, just as if it had been a
common sermon ; for the auction opened,
and tIIEEI ]J-Ega'.'ll 1)) hu:,l l:‘::lr:rl.‘n:anl_l:,‘, not-
withstanding all his cautions, aml their own
fear of taxes. I found the good man had
thoroughly studied my Almanacs, and digest-
ed all 1 had dropped on those topics, during
the course of twenty-five years. The fre-

uent mention he made of wme, must have
tired every one else ; but my vanity was
wonderfully delighted with it, though 1 was
conscious that not a tenth part of the wis-
dom was my own, which he ascribed to me,
but rather the gleanings that 1 had made of
the sense of all ages and nations. However,
I resolved to be the betler for the echo of
it; and though 1 had first determined to
buy stuff for a new coat, I went away, re.
solved to wear my old one a little longer.

Reader, if thou wilt do the same, thy
profit will be as great as mine.

I am, as ever, thine to serve thee,
RicHarD SAUNDERS,

THE
INTERNAL STATE OF AMERICA.

Being a true Description of the Inferest
and Policy of that vast Continent.
THERE is a tradition, that in the plant.
ing of New England, the first settlers met with
many difficultics and hardships: as is
geuerally the case when a civilized people
attempt cstablishing themselves in a wilder-

¥
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ness country.  Being piously disposed, they
gouzht reliel’ from Heaven, by laying their
wants and distresses before the Lord, in fire-
quent set days of fasting and prayer. Con-
stant meditation and discourse on these
subjects kept their minds gloomy and dis-
contented : and, like the children of Israel,
there were many disposed to return to that
Egypt which persecution had induced them
to abandon. At length, when it was pro-
posed in the assembly to proclaim another
‘Eil..lih a farmer of plain secse IOGE, and re-
marked, that the incouveniences they
suffered, and concerning which they had so
often wearied Heaven with their complaints,
were nol so great as Lhey might have ex-
pected, and were diminishing every day as
the colony strengthened ; that the earth be-
gan to reward their labour, and to furnish
liberally for their subsistence ; that the seas
and rivers were found full of fish, the air swect,
the climate healthy ; and, above all, that
they were in the full enjoymment of liberty,
civil and religions : he thercfore thought,
that reflecting and conversing on these sub-
Jects would be more comfurtable, as tend-
g more to make them coutented with
their situation ; and that it woukld be more
becoming the gratitude they owed to the
Uivine Being, if instead of a fast, they
should proclaim a thanksgiving. His advice
was taken; and from that day to this they
nave, in  every year, observed circum.
stances of public felicity sufficient to fur-
uish empleyment for a thanksgiving day,
which is therefore constantly ordered aml
religiously observed.

I see in the public newspapers of different
States frequent complaints of fhuard #imes,
deadness of trade, scarcity of money, &c. &e.
Lt is ot myy intention toassert or maintain that
these complaints are entirely without foun-
dativn. There can be no country or natien
existing, in which there will not be some
people so circumstanced as to find it hard
to gain a livelihood ; people, who are not
i the way of any profitable trade, with
whom money is scarce, because they have
nothing to give in exchange forit, and it is
always in the power of o small number to
make a great clamowr.  But let us take a
coul view of the general state of our affairs,
and perhaps the prospect will appear less
gloomy than bas been inagined.

The great business of the continent is
agriculture. For one arlizan, or merchant,
I suppose we have at least one hundred
farmers, by far the greatest part cultivators
of their own fertile lands, from whence
many of them draw not only food necessary
fur their subsistence, but the materials of
their clothing, so as to need very few foreign
supplies : while they have a surplus of pro-
ductivns to dispose of, whereby wealth is

gradually accumulated. Suach has been
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the goodness of Divine Providence to these
regions, and so favourable the climate, that,
since the three or four years of hardship in
the first settlement of our fathers here, a
famine or scarcity has never been heard of
amongst us ; on the contrary, though some

years may have been more, and others less

plentiful, there has always been provision
enongh for ourselves, and a quantity to

spare for exportation. And although the

crops of last year were generaily good,

never was the farmer better paid for the

part he can spare commerce, as the pub-

lished price currents abundantly tesiify.

The lands he possesses are also continually

rising in value with the inerease of popula-

tion ; and, on the whole, he is enabled to give

such good wages to these who work for him,

that all who are acquainted with the old

world must agree, that in no part of it ave

thelabouring poor so generally well fed, well

clothed, well lodged, and well paid, as in the

United States of America.

If we enter the cities, we find that since
the Revolution, the owners of houses and
lots of ground have had their interest vastly
augmented in value; rents have risen to
an astonishing height, and thence encourage-
ment to increase iuiiﬂling, which gives em-
ployment to an abundance of workmen, as
does also the increased luxury and splendour
of living of the inhabitants thus made
vicher. These workmen all demand and
obtain much higher wages than any other
part of the world would afford them, and
are paid in ready money, This rank of
people therefore do not, or ought not, to
complain of hard times; and they make
a very considerable part of the city inhabi-
tants.

At the distance 1 live from our American
fisherics, 1 cannot speak of them with any
degree of certainty ; but I have not Leard
that the labour of the valuable race of men
employed in them is worse paid, or that
they met with less suecess, than before the
Revolution. The whale-men indeed have
been deprived of one market for their vil,
but another, 1 hear, is opening for them,
which it is hoped may be equally advan-
tageous ; and the demand is constantly in-
creasing for their spermaceti candles, which
therefore bear a much higher price than
tormerly.

There remain the merchants and shop-
keepers.  Of thesey though they make but a
small part of the whele nation, the number
is considerable, tvo great indeed for the
hl.II:':Il!I-l'.":“H they are employed in; for the con-
sumption of goods in every country has
its limits; the faculties of the people, that
is their ability to buy and pay, are equal to
a certain quantity of merchandise. If mer.
chants calculate amiss on this proportion,
and import teo much, they will of course
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find the sale dull for the overplus, and some
of them will say that trade languishes.
They should, and doubtless will, grow wiser
by experience, and import less.

If too many artificers in town, and far-
mers from the country, flattering themselves
with the idea of leading easier lives, turn
shopkeepers, the whole natural quantity of
that business divided among them all may
afford too small a share for each, and ocea-
sion complaints that trading is dead : these
may also suppose that it is owing to scarcity
of money, while, in fact, it is not so0 much
from the fewness of buyers, as from the ex-
cessive number of sellers, that the mischief
arises 3 and if every shopkeeping farmer
and mechanic would return to the use of
his plongh and working tools, there would
remain of widows, and other women, shop-
k = sufficient for the business, which
wight then afford them a comfortable main-
enance.

Whoever has travelled through the various
parts of Enrope, and obhserved how small js
the proportion of people in affluence or
casy circumstances there, compared with
those in poverty and misery; the few rich
and havghty landlords, the multitude of
poor, abject, rack-rented, tythe-paying
tenants, and halfpaid amd half-starved
ragged labourers; and views here the
happy mediocrity that so generally prevails
throughout these States, where the culti-
tivatur works for himself, and supports his
family in decent plenty ; will methinks see
abundant reason to bless Divine Providence
fur the evident and great difference in our
favour, and be convinced that no nation
knuwn to us enjoys a greater share of human
felicity.

It is true, that in some of the States there
are parties and discords; but let us look
back, and ask if we were ever without them ?
Such will exist wherever there is liberty;
and perhaps they help to preserve it. By
the collision of different sentiments, sparks
of trmth are struck out, and political
light is obtained. The different factions,
which at present divide us, aim all at
the public good; the differences are
ouly about the various modes of pro-
moting it.  Things, actions, measures and
objects of all Kinds, present themselves
to the minds of men in such a variety of
lights, that it is not possible we should all
think alike at the same time on every sub-
ject, when hardly the same man retains at
all times the same ideas of it. Parties are
therefore the common lot of hamanity ; and
ow’s are by no means move mischievous or
less beneficial than those of other countries,
uations, and ages, enjoying in the same de-
gree the great blessing of political liberty.

Some indeed among us are not so much
grieved for the present state of our affairs,
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as apprehensise for the future. The growth
of luxury alarms them, and they think we
are from that alone in the high road 1o
ririn. They observe, that no revenue is
sufficient without ecopeiny, and that the
most plentiful income of a whole pesple
from the natural productions of their coun.-
try may be dissipated in vain and needle:s
expenses ; and poverty be introduced in the
place of affluence.—This may be possible.
It however rarely happens : for there seems
to be in every nation a greater proportion of
industry and frugality, which tend te enrvich,
than of idleness and prodigality, which oc-
casion poverty; so that upon the whole
there is a continual aceumulation. Reflect
what Spain, Gaul, Germany, aud Britain,
were in the time of * the Romans, mhabited
by people little richer than our savages, and
consider the wealth they at present possess,
in numerous well-built  cities, improved
farms, rich moveables, magazines stocked
with valuable manufactorvies, to say nothing
of plate, jewels, and coined money ; and
all this, potwithstanding their bad, wasteful,
plundering  governments, and theic mad
destructive wanrs 3 and yet luxury and ex-
travagant living has pever suffered much re-
straint in those countries. Then consider
the great proportion of industrious frugal
farmers inhabiting the interior parts of
these American States, and of whom
the body of our wpation coosistz, and
Judge whether it is possible that the
luxury of our sea-ports can be suffi-
cient to ruin such a country—If the im-
portation of foreign luxuries could ruin
a people, we should probably have been
ruined long ago; for the British nation
claimed a right, and practised it, of import-
ing among us not only the superfluities of
their own production, but those of every
nation under heaven : we bought and con-
sumed them, and vet we flourished and
grew rich. At present our independent
governments may do what we could not
then do, discourage by heavy duties, or
prevent by heavy prohibitions, such impor-
tations, and thereby grow richer; if, indeed,
which may admit of dispute, the desire of
adorning ourselves with fine clothes, posses-
sing fine furniture, with elegant houses, &c.
is not, by strongly inciting to labour and
industry, the occasion of producing a greater
value than is consumed in the gratification
of that desire.

The agriculture and fisheries of the United
States are the great sources of our inerea-
sing wealth, He that puts a seed into the
earth is recompensed, perhaps, by receiving
forty out of it, and he who draws a’fish out
of our water draws up a piece of silver,

Let us (and there is no doubt but we shall)
be attentive to these, and then the power
of rivals, with all their * estraining prom
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hibiting acts, cannot much burt us. We
are sons of the earth and seas, and, like
Anticus in the fable, if in wrestling with a
Hercules, we now and then receive a fall,
the touch of our parents will communicate
to us fresh strength and vigour to renew the
contest.

INFORMATION TO THOSE WHO
WOULD REMOYE TO AMERICA.

Maxy persons in Europe have directly,
or by letters, expressed to the writer of this,
who is well acquainted with North America,
their desire of transporting and establishing
themselves in that country, but who appear
to have formed, through ignorance, mis-
taken ideas and expectations of whatl is to
be obtained there. He thinks it may be
uselnl, and prevent inconvenient, expensive,
amd fruitiess removals and voyages of im-
proper persons, if he gives some cleaver and
truer notions of that part of the world than
appear ta have hitherto prevailed.

He finds it is imazined by numbers, that
the inhabitanis of North America are rich,
capable of rewarding, and disposed to re-
ward, all sorts of ingenuity ; that they are
at the same time ignorant of all the sciences,
and consequently that strangers, possessing
taleants in the belles-lettres, fine arts, &c.
minst be highly esteemed, and so well paid
as to become easily rich themselves ; that
there are also abundance of profitable offices
to be disposed of, which the natives are not
yualified to fill; and that having few per-
sons of family among them, strangers of
birth must be preatly respeeted, and, of
CRUIEE, mﬁil}' olitain the best of those offices,
which will make all their fortunes ; that the
govermments too, to encourage emigrations
Feom Europe, uot only pay the expense of
personal transportation, but give lands gratis
to strangers, with negroes to work for them,
utensils of husbandry, and stocks of cattle,
These are all wild imagioations; and these
who go to America with expectations found-
ed upon them, will surely find themselves
disappointed.

The truth is, that though there are in
that conntry few people so miserable as the
poor of Europe, there are also very few
that in Europe would be called rich: it is
vather a general happy mediocrity that
prevails. There are few great proprietors
of the soil, and few tenants ; most people
cultivate their own lands, or follow some
handicraft or 1i1.cl'l:hnl'1ﬂ:|z[:; very few  rich
eough to live idly upon their rents or in-
comes, or to pay the high prices given n
Europe for painting, statues, architecture,
andd the other works of art that are more
curious than useful. Hence the natural
gentuses that have arisen in Awerica, with

such talents, have uniformly quitted that
country for Europe, where they can be more
suitably rewarded. It is true that letters
and mathematical knowledge are in esteem
there, but they are at the same time more
common than is apprehended ; there being
already existing nine colleges, or univer-
sitics, viz. four in New England, and one
in each of the provinces of New Yurk, New
Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, and Vir-
Eiuin—all furnished with learned professors;

esides a number of smaller academies :
these educate many of their youth in the
languages, and those sciences that qualify
men for the professions of divinity, law, or
physie, Strangers, indeed, are by no means
excluded from exercising those professions ;
and the quick increase of inhabitants every
where gives them a chance of employ, which
they have in common with the uatives,
Of civil offices or employments, there are
few; no superflnous ones, a8 in Europe;
and it is a wrale established in some of the
States, that no office should be so profitable
as to make it desirable. The 36th avticle
of the constitution of Pennsylvania runs ex-
pressly in these words : % As every freeman,
to preserve his independence, (if he has not
a sufficient estate) ought to have some pro-
fession, calling, trade, or farm, whereby he
may honestly subsist, there can be no neces-
sity for, nor use in, establishing offices of
profit; the usual effects of which are depen-
dence and servility ; unbecoming freemen,
in the possessors and expectantsy faction,
contention, corruption, and disorder among
the people. Wherefore, whenever an office,
throngh increase of fees or otherwise, be-
comes so profitable as to occasion many to
apply for it, the profits ought to be lessened
by the legislature.”

These ideas prevailing more or less in the
United States, it canuot be worth any man’s
while, who has a means of living at home,
to expatriate himself in hopes of obtaining
a profitable civil office in America ; and as
to military offices, they are at an end with
the war, the armies being disbanded. Much
less is it advisable for a person to go thither,
who has no other quality to recommend him
than his birth. In Euwrope it has indeed its
value; but it is a commodity that canuot
be carried to a worse market than to that of
Amwmerica, where people do not inguire con-
cerning a stranger, What is fe 7 bat W hat
can e do?  If he has any wseful art, he
is welcome ; and if he exercizes ity and be-
haves well, he will be respected by all that
kunow him: but a mere man of quality, who
on that account wants 1o live upon the
public by some office or salary, will be
despised or disregarded. The hushandman
is in honour there, and even the mechanic,
because thew employments are vseful. The
people have a saying, that God Almighty
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is himself a mechanic, the greatest in the
universe ; and he is respected and admired
more for the variety, ingenuity, and utilit
of his handicraft works, than for the anti-

nity of bis family. They are pleased with
the observation of a negro, and frequently
mention it, that Boccarorra (meaning the
white man) make de black man workee,
make de horse workee, make de ox workee,
make ebery ting workee, only de hog. He,
de hog, no workee; he eat, he drink, he
walk about, he go to sleep when he please,
he libb like a gentleman. According to
these opinions of the Americans, one of
them would think himself more obliged to
a genealogist, who could prove for him
that his ancestors and relations for ten
generativus had been plonghmen, smiths,
carpenters, turngrs, weavers, tanners, or
even shoe-makers, and consequently that
they were useful members of seeiety ; than
if he could only prove that they were gen-
tlemen, doing nothing of value, but living
idly on the labour of others, mere fruges
econsumere nati *, and otherwise good for
nothing, till by their death their estates,
like the carcass of the negro’s gentleman-
hog, come to be cut up.

With regard to enconragements for stran-
gers from government, they are really only
what are derived from good laws and liberty.
Strangers are welcome, because there isroom
enough for them all, and therefore the old
inhabitants are not jealous of them; the
laws protect them sufficiently, so that they
‘have no need of the patronage of great men ;
and every one will enjoy secarely the profits
of his industry. But if he does not bring a
fortune with kim he must work and be in-
dustrions to live. Oue or iwo vears resi-
dence gives him all the rights of a citizen;
but the government does not at preseat,
whatever it may have done in former times,
hire people to become settlers, by paying
their passage, giving land, negroes, utensils
stock, or any other kind of emelument what-
socver.  In short, America is the land of
labour, and by no means what the English
call Lubberland, and the French Pays de
Cocagne, where the streets are said to be
paved with half-peck loaves, the houses
tiled with pancakes, and where the fowls fly
about ready roasted, erying, Come eat me !

Who thenare the kind of persons to whom
an emigration to America may be advanta-
geous? And what are the advantages they
may reasonably expect ?

Land being cheap in that country, from
the vast forests still void of inhabitants, and
not likely to be occupied in an age to come,
insomuch that the property of an hundred
acres of fertile soil, full of wood, may be
obtained near the frontiers, in many places,

birn
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for eight or ten guineas, hearty young
labouring men, who understind the huas-
bandry of corn and catt)e, which is nearly
the same in that country as in Europe, may
easily establish themselves there. A litle
money, saved of the good wages they receive
there while they work for others, enables
them to buy the land and begin their plan-
tation, in which they are assisted by the goud
will of their neighbours, and some credit,
Multiiudes of poor people from England,
Ireland, Scotland, and Germany, have by
this means in a few years become wealihy
farmers, who in their own countries, where
all the lands arve fully occupied, and the
wages of labour low, could never have
emerged from the mean condition wherein
they were born.

From the salubrity of the air, the healthi-
ness of the clunate, the plenty of goud pro-
visions, and the encouragement to early
miarriages, by the certainty of subsistence
in cultivating the earth, the increase of
inhabitants by natural generation is very
rapid in America, and becomes still more so
by the accession of strangers : hence there is
a continual demand for more artizans of
all the necessary and wseful kinds, to supply
those cultivators of the earth with houses
and with furniture and utensils of the gros-
scr sorts, which cannot so well be brought
from Europe. Tolerably good workmen in
any of those mechanie arts, are sure to find
employ, and to be well paid for their work,
there being no restraints preventing stran-
gers from exercising any artthey understand,
nor any permission necessary, If they are
poor, they begin first as servants or journey-
men ; and if they are sober, industrious, and
frugal, they soon become masters, establish
themselves in business, marry, raise families,
and become respectable citizens.

Alse, persons of moderate families and
capitals, who having a number of children to
provide for, are desirous of bringing them
up to industry, and to securve eslales to
their posterity, have opportunities of doin
it in America, which Europe does not afford.
There they may be taught and practise
profitable mechanic arts, without incurring
disgrace on that account ; but, on the con-
trary, acquiring respect to such abilities.
There small capitals laid out in lands, which
daily become more valuable by the increase
of people, afford a solid prospect of am-
ple fortunes thereafter for those children.
The writer of this has known several in-
stances of large tracts of land bought on
what was then the frontiers of Pennsylvania,
for ten pounds per hundred acres, which,
after twenty years, whea the settlements
had been extended far beyond them, sold
veadily, without any improvement made
upon them, for three pounds per acre.
The acre in America is the same with the
Eaglish acre, or the acre of Normaady.
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Those who deslre to understand the state
of government in America, would do well
to read the constitution of the several States,
and the articles of confederation which bind
the whole together for general purposes,
under the direction of one Assembly, called
the Congress. These constifutions have
been printed, by order of Congress, in Ame-
rica; two editions of them have been
printed in London; and a good translation
of them into French, has lately been pub-
lished at Paris.

Several of the princes of Europe having
of late, from an opinion of advantage to
arize by producing all commodities and
manufactures within their own dominions,
s0 as to diminish or render useless their
importations, have endeavoured to entice
workmen from other countries, by high
salaries, privileges, &e, Many persons pre-
tending to be skilled in various great manu-
factures, imagining that America must be
in want of them, and that the Congress
would probably be disposed to imitate the
princes above-mentioned, have proposed to
go over on condition of having their pas-
sages paid, lands given, salaries appointed,
exclusive privileges for terms of years, &e.
Such persons, on reading the articles of
confederation, will find that the Congress
have no power committed to them, or
money put into their hands, for such pur-
poses; and that, if any such encourage-
ment is given, it must be by the govern-
ment of some separate state. This, how-
ever, has rarely been done in Ameriea; and
when it has been done, it has rarely suc-
ceeded, so as to establish a manufacture,
which the country was not yvet so ripe for
as to enconrage private persons to set it
up ; labour being gencrally too dear, and
hands diflicult to be kept together, every one
desiring to be a master, and the cheapness
of land inclining many to leave trades for
agriculture. Some indeed have met withsue-
cess, and are carried on to advantage ; but
they are generally such as require only a few
hands, or wherein great part of the work is
Eerfurmed by machines. Goods that are

ulky, and of so small a value as not well
to bear the expence of freight, may often
be made cheaper in the country, than they
can be imported ; and the manufacture of
such goods will he profitable wherever
there is a sufficient demand. The firmers
in America produce indeed a good deal of
wool and flax, and none is exported—it is
all worked up ; but it is in the way of do-
mestic manufacture, for the use of the
family. The buying up quantities of wool
and flax, with the design to employ spin-
ners, weavers, &c. and form great establish-
ments, producing juantities of linen and
woollen goods for sale, has heen several
times attempted in different provinces;
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but those projects have generally failed,
goods of equal value being imported cheaper.
And when the governments have been soli-
cited to support such schemes by encou-
ragements, in money, or by imposing duties
on importation of such goods, it has been
generally refused, on this principle, that if
the country is ripe for the manufacture, it
may be carried on by private persons to
advantage ; and if not, it is folly to think
of forcing nature. Great establishments of
manufacture require great numbers ol poor
to do the work for small wages; those poor
are to be found in Evrope, but will not be
found in America, till the landsare all taken
up and cultivated, and the excess of people
who cannot get iand want employment.
The manufacture of silk, they say, is natu-
ral in France, as that of cloth in England,
because each country produces in plenty
the first material: but if England will have
a manufacture of silk as well as that of
cloth, and France of cloth as well as that
of silk, these unnatural operations must
be supported by mutual prohibitions, or
high duties on the importation of each
other's goods ; by which means the workmen
are enabled to tax the home consumer by
greater prices, while the higher wages they
receive makes them neither happier nor
richer, since they only drink more and work
less. Therefore the governments in America
do nothing to encourage such projects. The
people by this means are not imposed on
either by the merchant or mechanic: if the
merchant demands too much profit on im-
ported shoes, they buy of the shoemaker ;
and if he askstoohigha price, they take them
of the merchant: thus the two professions
are checks on each other. The shoemaker
however has, on the whole, a considerable
profit upon his labour in America, beyond
what he had in Europe, as he can add to his
price a sum nearly equal to all the expences
of freight and commission, risk or assurance,
&c. necessarily charged by the merchant.
And the case is the same with the workmen
in every other mechanic art. Hence it is,
that the artizans generally live better and
more easily in America than in Europe;
and such as are good economists make a
comfortable provision for age, and for their
children. Such may, therefore, remove with
advantage to America.

In the old long-settled countries of Europe,
all arts, trades, professions, farms, &ec. are
so full, that it is difficult for a poor man
who has children to place them where they
may gain, or learn to gain, a decent liveli-
hood.  The artisans who fear creating
future rivals in business, refuse to take
apprentices, but upon eonditions of money,
maintenance, or the like, which the parents
are unable to comply with. Hence the
youth are dragged up in ignorance of every
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gamful art, and obliged to become soldiers,
or servauls, or thieves, for a subsistence.
In America, the rapid increase of inha-
bitants takes away that fear of rivalship,
and artisans willingly receive apprentices
from the hope of profit by their labour,
during the remainder of the lime stipulated,
after they shall be instructed.  Hence it is
easy for m!n:-m' families to get their children
instructed ; for the artisans are so desirous
of apprentices, that many of them will even
give money to the parvents, to have boys
from ten to fifteen years of age bound
apprentices to them, till the age of twenty.
one ; and many poor parents have, by that
means, gn their arvival in the country, raised
money enough to buy land suificient to
establish themselves, and to subsist the resi
of the family by agriculture. These con-
tracts for apprentices are made before a
magistrate, who regulates the agreement
according to reason and justice ; and, having
in view the formation of a future useful
citizen, obliges the master to engage by a
writlen mdenture, not only that, during the
time of service stipulated, the apprentice
shall be duly provided with meat, drink,
apparel, washing, and lodging, and at its
expiration with a complete new suit of
cluthes, but also, that he shall be taught to
ré&ul, write, and cast acconnts ; and that he
shall be well instructed in the art or pro-
fession of his master, or some other, by which
ke may afterwards gain a livelihood, and be
able in hiz turn to raise a family. A copy
of this indenture is givew to the apprentice
or bis friends, and the magistraie keeps a
record of it, to which recourse may be had,
in case of [zilure by the master in any point
of performance. This desire among the
masters (0 bave more hands employed in
working for them, induces them to pay the
passage of young persons of both sexes, who,
on their arrival, agree to serve them one,
twa, three, or four years ; those who have
already learned a trade, agreeing for a
shorter term, in propurtion to their skill,
and the consequent immediate value of their
service ; and those who have none, agreeing
for a louger term, in consideration of being
taught an art their poverly would not permit
them to acquire in their own country.

The almost general mediocrity of fortune
that prevails in America, obliging its people
to follow some business for subsistence, those
wices that arise usually from idleness, are in
a great measure prevented. Industry and
constant employment are great preservatives
of themorals and virtue of anation. Hence bad
examples to youth are more rare in America,
which must be a comfortable consideration
to parents. To this may be truly added,
that servious religion, under its various de-
wominations, is not only tolerated, but res-
pected and practised.  Atheism is unknown
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there, and infidelity rare aud seeret L 50 thal
persons may live 10 o grea. age in that
country without having their preiv shocked
by meeting with either an alivist or an
infidel. Awd the Divine Being scems 1a
have manifested his approbation of the
mutual furbearance and Kinduness with which
the different sects treat each other, by the
remarkable prosperity with which he has
been pleased to favowr the whele country.

THOUGHTS ON COMMERCIAL SUB-
JECTS. :

Of Embargocs upon Corn, and of the Poor

In inland high countries, remote from the,
sea, and whose rivers are small, runming
Jrom the country, and not to it, as is the
case with Switzerland ; great distress may
arise from o course of bad harvests, if pub-
lic granarvies are mot provided, and kept
well stored.  Anciently, too, before navi-
gation was =0 general, ships s0 plenty, and
comimercial transactions so well established
even maritime countrics might be oceasi.
onally distressed by bad erops. But such
is now the dfacility of communication he-
tween those countrics, that an unrestrained
commerce can scarce ever fail of procurin
a sufficiency for any of them. If inde
any government s so imprudent as to lay
is hands on hupocted con, forbid its ex
portation, or compel its sale at limited
prices, there the people may suffer some
tamine from merchants avoiding their ports.
But wherever commerce is known to be
always free, and the merchant absolute mas-
ter of his commaodity, as in Holland, there
will always be a veasonable supply.

When an exportation of corn takes place,
occasioned by a higher price in some foreign
conntrics, it is common to raise a clamour,
on the supposition that we shall thereby
produce a domestic famine. Then follows
i ]ll"uh'lhilh:l'u, founded on the iﬂlﬂrg'litar:,r
distresses of the poor.  The poor, to be
suve, if in distress, should be relieved; but
if' the farmer conld have a high price for
his corn from the foreign demand, must he
by a prohibition of exportation be com-
pelled to take a luw price, not of the poor
only, but of every one that eats bread, even
the richest? The duty of relieving the
poor is incumbent on tﬁe rich ; but by this
operation the whole burden of it is laid on
the farmer, wheo is to relieve the rich at the
same time. OF the poor, too, those who
are maintaincd by the parvishes have no
right to claim this sacrifice of the furmer;
as while they have their allowance, it makes
no difference to them, whether bread he
cheap or dear. Those working poor, who
now mind business only five or four days
0 the week, if bread should be so dear aa
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to oblige them to work the whole six re-
quired by the commandment, do not seem
to be aggrieved, so as to have a right to
public redress. There will then remain,
comparatively, only a few families in every
district, who, from sickness or a great num-
. ber of children, will be so distressed by a
high price of corn, as to need relief; and
these should be taken care of by particular
benefactions, without restraining the farmer’s
profit.

Those who fear, that exportation may so
far drain the country of corn, as to starve
ourselves, fear what never did, nor never
can happen. They may as well, when they
view the tide ebbing towards the sea, fear
that all the water will leave the river. The
price of corn, like water, will find its own
level. The more we export, the dearer it
becomes at home; the more is received
abroad, the cheaper it becomes there ; and,
as soon as these prices are equal, the ex-
portation stops of course. As the seasons
vary in different countries, the calamity of
a bad harvest is never universal. If, then,
all ports were always open, and all commerce
free, every maritime country would gene-
rally eat bread at the medium price, or
average of all the harvests; which would
probably be more equal than we can make
it by our artificial regulations, and there-
fore a more steady encouragement to agri-
culture. The nation would all have bread
at this middle price ; and that nation, which
at any time inhnmanly refuses to relieve
the distresses of another nation, deserves
no compassion when in distress itself.

Of the Effect of Dearness of Provisions
upon Working, and upon Manufactures.

The common people do not work for
pleasure generally, but from necessity—
Cheapness of provisions makes them more
idle ; less work is then done; it is then more
in demand proportionally, and of course the
price rises. Dearness of provisions obliges
the manuficturer to work morve days and
more hours 3 thus more work is done than
equals the usual demand: of course it be-
comes cheaper, and the manufactures in
Consequenee,

Of an open Trade.

Perhaps, in general, it would be better
if government meddled no farther with
trade, than to protect it, and let it take its
course. Most of the statutes or acts, edicts,
arrests, and placarts of parliaments, princes,
and states, for regulating, directing, or
restraining of trade, have, we think, been
either political blunders, or jobs obtain-
ed by artful men for 'I]rivate advantage
under pretence of public good.  When
Colbert agsembled some of the wise old
merchants of France, and desired their
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advice and opinion how he could best serve
andl promote commerce; their answer,
after consultation, was in three words only,
Laissez nous faire ; % Let us alone”"—It is
said by a very solid writer of the same na-
tion, that he is well advanced in the science
of politics, who knows the full force of that
maxim, Pas trop gowverner, ¥ not to govern
too much ;3 which, perhaps, would be of
more use when applied to trade, than in any
other public coneern, It were therefore to
be wished, that commerce were as free be-
tween all the nations of the world as it is
between the several counties of England §
so would all, by mutual communications,
obtain more enjoyments. Those oguntrics
do not ruin each other by trade, neither
would the natioms. No nation was ever
ruined by trade, even, seemingly, the most
disadvantageous.

Wherever desirable superfluities are im-
ported, industry is excited, and thereby
plenty is produced. Were only necessaries
permitted io be purchased, men would
work no more than was necessary for that
purpose. ;

Of Prohibitions with respect to the Expor-
. tation of Gold and Silver, o

Could Spain and Portugal have suc-
ceeded in executing their foolish laws for
hedging in the cuckoo, as Locke calls it, and
have kept at home all their gold and silver,
those metals would by this time have been
of little more value than so much lead or
iron. Their plenty would have lessened
their value. We see the folly of these
edicts ; but are not our own prohibitory and
restrictive laws, that are professedly made
with intention to bring a balance in our
favour from our trade with foreign nations
to be paid in money, and laws to prevent
the necessity of exporting that money, which
if they could be thoroughly executed, would
make money as plenty, and of as little
wvalue; 1 say, are not such laws akin to
those Spanish edicts ; follies of the same
family.

Of the Returns for Foreign Articles.

In fact, the produce of other countries
can hardly be obtained, unless by frand and
rapine, without giving the produce of our
land or our industry in exchange for them.
If we have mines of gold and silver, gold
and silver may then be called the produce
of our land; if we have not, we can omly
fairly obtain those metals by giving for
them the produce of our land or indnutr[;.
When we have them, they are then on
that produce or industry in another shape ;
which we may give, if the trade requires it,
and our other produce will not suit, in ex-
change for the produce of some other country
that furnishes what we have more occasion
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for, or more desive. When we have, to an
inconvenient degree, parted with our gold
and silver, our industry is stimulated afresh
to procure more; that by its means we
may contrive to procure the same advan-
tagres.

Of Restraint upon Comemerce tn Time of
War.

When princes make war by prohibitin
commerce, each may hurt himself as muug
as his enemy. Traders, who by their busi-
ness are promoting the common good of
mankind, as well as farmers and fishermen,
who labour for the subsistence of all, should
never be interrupted or molested in their
business, but enjoy the protection of all in
the time of war, as well as in time of peace.

This policy, those we are pleased to eall
barbariaus, have in a great measure adopt-
ed ; for the trading subjects of any power,
with whom the Emperor of Moroeco may
be at war, are not liable to capture, when
within sight of his land, going or coming ;
and have otherwise free liberty to trade and

reside in his dominions.

As a maritime power, wepresume it is not
thought right that Great Britain should grant
such freedom, except partiality, as in the
case of war with France, when tobaceo is
allowed to besent thither under the sanction
of passports.

Exchanges in Trade may be gainful to
each Party.

In transactions of trade it is not to be
supposed that, like gaming, what one party
gains, the other must necessarily lose. The
gain to each may be equal. If A4 has more
corn than he can consume, but wants cat-
tle; and B has more eattle, but wants
corn ; exchange is gain to each: herehy
the common stock of comforts in life is
inereased.

Of Paper Credit.

It 15 impossible for government to eir
cumscribe or fix the extent of paper credit,
which must of course fluctuate, Govern
ment may as well pretend to lay down rules
for the operations, or the confidence of
every individoal in the course of his trade.
Any seeming temporary evil ansing must
naturally work its own cure,

HUMOROUS ACCOUNT OF A CUSTOM
AMONG THE AMERICANS, ENTI.
TLED WHITE-WASHING.

Attributed to the Pen of Dr. Franklin,

AvtHouGH the following article has not
yet appeared in any collection of the works
of this great philosopher, we are inclined to
receive the general opinion, (from the plain.
ness of the style, and the humour whick

49

characterizes it) to be the performance of
Dr. Franklin—

My wish is to give yon some account of
the people of these new States, but 1 am far
fiom being qualified for the purpose, having
as yet seen little more than the cities of
New York and Philadelphia. I have dis-
covered but few wnational singularitics
among them. Their customs and manners
are nearly the same with those of England,
which they have long been used to copy
For, previous o the Revolution, the Ame-
ricans were from their infancy taught to
look up to the English as patterns of per--
fection in all things. 1 have observed, how-
ever, one custom, which, for anght 1 knew,
is peculinr to this conatry ; an account -of
it will serve to fill up the remainder of this
sheet, and may afford yon some amnsement.

When a young eouple are about to enler

into the matrimonial state, a never-failing

article in the marriage-treaty is, that the
lady shall have and enjoy the free and wn-
molested exercise of the rights of white-
washing, with all its cevemonials, privileges
and appurtenances. A young woman would
forezo the most advantageous counexion,
awl even disappoint the warmest wish of
her heart, rather than resign the invaluable
right. You would wonder what this pri-
vilege of white-washing is : 1 will endeavour
to give you some idea of the ceremony, as I
have secn it performed.

There is no season of the year in which
the lady may not claim her privilege, if she
pleases ; but the latter end of May is most
generally fixed upon for the purpose. The
attentive husband may judge by certain
prognostics when the storm is nigh at hawd.
When the lady is vwnusually feetful, finds
fault with the servants, 1= discontented with
the children, and complains much of the
filthiness of every thing sbout her—these
are signs which ought not to be neglected ;
yet they are not decisive, as they somctimes
come on and go off again, without producing
any farther effect. But if, when the hus-
bamd rises in the morning, he should ob-
serve in the yard a wheel-barrow with a
quantity of lime i it, or should see certain
buckets with lime dissolved in water, there
is then no time to be lost; he immediately
locks up the apartment or closet where his
papers or his private property is kept, acd

utting the key in his pocket, betakes him
self to flight : for a husband, however belo
ved, becomes a perfect nuisance during this
season of female rage, his authority is super-
seded, his commission is suspended, aud the
very scullion, who cleans the brasses in the
kitchen, becomes of more consideration and
importance than him. He has nothing for
it, but o abdicate, and run firom an evil
which he can neither prevent nor mollify.

The husban gone, the ceremony begins,



fh walls are in a few minules stripped of
their furniture ; p:nintingn&]ln‘iut!c, and leok-

ing-glasses, li= in a huddled heap about the
floors ; the curtains are torn from the testers,
the beds crammed into the windows ; chairs
and tables, hedsteads and cradies, crowd the
yard; and the garden fence bends beneath
the weight of carpets, blankets, cloth cloaks,
old coats, and ragged breeches. Here may
be seen the lumber of the kitchen, forming
a dark and confused mass: for the fore-
ground of the picture, gridirons and frying-
pans, rusty shovels and broken tongs, spits
and pots, and the fractured remains of rush-
bottomed chairs. There a closet has dis-
gorged its bowels, eracked tumblers, broken
wine glasses, phials of forgotten physic,
palz:m of unknown powders, seeds and dried
herbs, handfuls of old corks, tops of teapots,
and stoppers of departed decaunters j—from
the rag-hole in the garret to the rat-hole in
the cellar, no place escapes unrummaged.
It would seem as if the day of general doom
was come, and the utensils of the house
were dragged forth to judgment. In this
tempest, the words of Lear naturally present
themselves, and might, with some alteration,
be made stricily applicable :
“ Lel the greal pode,
That keep this dread ful pudder o'er our heads,
Find out their epn'mies now. Tremble, thou
wretch,

That hast within thee, undivalged crimes
Unwhipt of {'jusl.iu e :

: “ Close pent-up guilt,
Raise your concealing continents, and ask
Tiese drepdiul summoners grace [

This ceremony completed, and fbe bouse
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thoroughly evacuated, the vext operation
is to smear the walls and ceilings of every
room and closet with brushes dipped in a
solution of lime, called whife-wash ; to ponr
backets of water over every floor, and
scratch  all the partitions aud wainscoats
with l‘oug'll. brushes wet with :il.m]l-ﬁmi:-:, sl
dipped in stone-cutter’s sand,  The windows
by no means escape the general deluge.
A sorvant scrambles out upon the pent-
house, at the risk of hor neck, and with a
mug in her hand, and a bucket within reach,
she dashes away iomumerable gallons of
waler against the glass panes ; 1o the great
annoyance of the passengers in the street,

I have been told that an action at law
was once brought against one of these
water-nymphs, by a person who had a new
suit of clothes spoiled by this operation ;
but, after long argument, it was determined
by the whole court, that the action would
not lie, innsmuchas the defendant was in the
exercise of a legal right, and not answer-
able for the cousequences ; and so the poor

gentleman was doubly non-suited ; for he .

lost not only his suit of clothes, but his
suit at law.

These smearings and scratchings, wash.
ings and dashings, being duly performed, the
next ceremonial is to cleanse and replace
the distracted farniture. You may have
seen a house raiging, or a ship-launch, when
all the hands within reach are collected to-
gether : recollect if you can the hurry
bustle, confusion, and noise of such a scene,
and you will have some idea of this cleaning
malch, The misfortune is, that the sole

1]
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object is to make things clean : it matiers
not hew many useful, ornamental, or valu-
able articles are mutilated, or suffer death
under the operation: a mahogany chair
and carved frame undergo the same disci-
pline ; they are to be made clean at all
events ; but their preservation is not worthy
of attention. For instance, a fine large en-
graving is laid-flat upon the flooy ; smaller
prints are piled upon it, and the superin-
cumbent weight cracks the glasses of the
lower tier; but this is of no consequence.
A valuable picture is placed leaning against
the sharp corner of a table! others are
made tolean against that, until the pressure
of the whole forces the corner of the table
through the canvass of the first. The frame
and glass of a fine print are to be eleansed ;
the spirit and oil used on this occasion are
suffered to leak throngh and spoil the en-
gg‘a‘l'ing; no matter, if the glass is eleanand
the frame shine, it is suflicient ; the rest is
not worthy of consideration. An ablearith-
metician has made an accurate calculation,
founded on long experience, and has disco-
vered, that the losses and destruction in-
cident to two white-washings are equal to
one removal, and three removals equal to
one fire.

The cleaning frolic over, matters begin
to resume their pristine appearance. The
stornr-abates, and all would be well again,
but it is impossible that so great a convul-
sion, in so small a community, should not
produce some farther effects. For two or
three weeks after the operation the family
are usually afflicted with sore throats or
sore eyes, occasioned by the caustic quality
of the lime, or with severe colds from the
exhalations of wet floors or damp walls,

I know a gentleman. who was fond of ac-
counting for every thing in a philesophical
way. He considers this,which [ have called
a custom, as a real periodical disease, pecu-
liar to the climate, His train of reasoning
isingenions and whimsical ; but I am not at
leisure togive you a detail. The result was
that he found the distemper tobe incurable ;
but after much study he conceived he had
discovered a method to divert the evil he
could not subdue. For this purpose he
caused a small building, about twelve feet
square, to be erected in his garden, and fur-
nishedwith some ordinary chairs and tables,
and a few prints of the cheapest sort were
hung against the walls. His hope was,
that when the white-washing frenzy seized
the females of his family, they might repair
to this apartment, and scrub, and smear,
and scour, to their heart's content ; and so
spend the violence of the disease in this out-

t, while he enjoyed Limself in quiet at

ad-quarters. But the experiment did not

answer his expectation; it wasimpossible it
should, since a principal partof the gratifi-

™
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cation consists in the lady’s having an un-
controlled right to torment her husband at
least once a year, and to turn him out of
doors, and to take the reins of government
into her own hands.

There is a much better contrivance than
this of the philosopher's, which is, to cover
the walls of the house with paper; this is
generally done ; and, though it cannot abo-
lish, it at least shortens the period of female
dominion. The paper is decorated with
flowers of various fancies, and made so or-
namental, that the women have admitted
the fashion without perceiving the design.

There is also another alleviation of the
husband’s distress : he generally has the pri-
vilege of a small room or closet for his
books and papers, the key of which he is
allowed to keep. This is considered as a
privih.'ﬁm:t place, and stands like the land
of Goshen amid the plagues of Egypt. But
then he must be extremely cautious, and
ever on his guard ; for should he inadver-
tently go abroad and leave the key in his
door, the housemaid, who is always on the
watch for such an opportunity, immediately
enters in triumph with buckets, brooms, and
brushes ; takes possession of the premises,
and forthwith puts all his books and papers
to rights—to his utter conlusion, and some-
times serious detriment. For instance :

A gentleman was sued by the executors
of a tradesman, on a charge found against
him in the deceased’s books, to the amount
of 30l, The defendant was strongly im-
pressed with anidea thathe had discharged
the debt and taken a receipt; but as the
transaction was of long standing, he knew
not where to find the receipt. The suit
went on incourse, and the time approacled
when judgment would be ebtained against
him. He then sat seriously down to exa-
mine a large bundle of old papers, which he
had untied and displayed cn-a table for that
purpose. In the midst of this search, he
was suddenly called away on business of im-
portance ; he forgot to lock the door of his
room. The house-maid, who had been long
looking out for such an opportunity, imme-
diately entered with the usual implements,
and with great alacrity fell to clearing the
room, and pulting things (o rights. The
first object that struck Ler eye was the con-
fused situation of the papers on the table;
these were without delay bundled together
like so many dirty knives and, forks ; but in
the action a small piece of paper fell unno-
ticed on the floor, which happened to be the
very receipt in guestion ; as it had no very
respectable appearance, it was soon after
swept out with the common dirt of the
room, and earried in a rubbish-pan into the
yard. The tradesman had neglected to enter
the credit in his book ; the defendant could
find nothing to obviate the charge, and so



ul

Judgment went against him for the debt and
costs, A fortnight after the whole was set-
tled, and the money paid, one of the chil-
dren found the receipt among the rubbish in
the yard.
There is also another custom peculiar to
~ the city of Philadelphia, and nearly allied to
the former. 1 mean that of washing the
pavement before the doors every Salurday
evening. 1 at first took this to be a regula-
tion of the police ; but, on further inguiry,
find it is a religious rite, preparatory to‘the
Sabbath ; and is, 1 believe, the only religi-
;Jhul rite in which the num&nﬁa sectaries of
is city perfectly agree. e ceremony
begins about sun-ue{, and eontinues till
about ten or elevenat night. It is very dif-
ficult for a stranger to walk the streets on
those evenings ; he runs a continual risk of
having a bucket of dirty water thrown
against his legs ; but a Philadelphian born,
is 50 much accustomed to the danger, that
he avoids it with surprising dexterity. Itis
from this circumstance that a Philadelphian
may be known any where by his gait. The
streets of New York are paved with rough
stones ; these indeed are not washed, but the
dirt is so thoronghly swept from before the
doors, that the stones stand up sharp and
prominent, to the great incomvenience of
those who are not accustomed to so rough a
path. But habit reconciles every thing. It
18 diverting envugh to see a Philadelphiun at
New York; he walks the streets with as
much most painful caution, as if his toes
were covered with corns, or his feet lamed
with the gout ; while a New Yorker, as lit-
tle approving the plain masonry of Philadel-
phia, shuffles along the pavement like a
parrol on a mahogany tahle
It mnst be acknowledged, that the ablu-
tions 1 have mentioned are attended with no
small inconvenience 3 but the women would
not be induced, from any consideration, to
resign  their privilege.  Notwithstanding
this, I can give you the strongest assurances,
that the women of America make the most
faithful wives and the most attentive mo-
thers in the world ; and 1 am sure you will
join me in opinion, that if a married man
is made wmiserable only one week in a
whole year, he will have no great cause to
complain of the matrimenial bond.
I am, &ec.

ANSWER TO THE ABOVE.
In the Character of a Lady ; but really by
THE BAME HAND.
Sim,
1 #AVE lately seen a letter upon the sub-
ject of whife-washing, in which that neces-
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sary duty of a good house-wife is treated
with unmerited ridicnle. T should thahly
have forgot the foolish thing by this time;
but the season coming on which most wo-
men think suitable for cleansing their apart-
menis from smoke and dirt of the winter, [
find this sauey author dished up in every
family, and his #ippant performance quoted
wherever a wife attempts to exercise her
reasonable prerogative, or execute the duties
of her station, Women generally employ
their time to better purpose than scribbling.
The cares and comforts of a family rest prin-
cipally upom their shoulders; hence it is
that there are but few female authors ; and
the men, knowing how necessary our atien-
tions are to their happiness, take every up-
portunity of discowraging literary accom-
plishments in the fair sex. You hear it
echoed from every quarter—* My wife can-
not make verses, il is true; but she makes
an excellent pudding ; she can’t correct the
press, but she can correcl her children, and
scold her servants with admirable diseretion:
she can’t unravel the intricacies of political
economy and federal government ; but she
can knit charming stockings.! And this they
call praising a wife, and doing justice to her
il_la:;nttcr, with much nonsense of the hike
ind.

I say, women generally employ their time
to much betier purpose than scribbling ;
otherwise this facetious writer had not gone
50 long unanswered. We have ladies who
sometimes lay down the needle, and take up
the pen; I wonder none of them have at-
tempted some reply. For my part, I do not
pretend to be an author. T never appearved
in print in my life, but [ can no longer for-
bear saying something in answer to such im-
pertinence, circulate how it may. Ouly, sir,
consider our situation. Men are naturally
imattentive to the decencies of life; but why
should I be so complaisant 7 1 say, theyare
naturally filthy creatures. 1F it were not
that their coonexion with the refined sex
polished their manners, and had a happy in-
fluence on the general economy of life, these
lords of the ereation wonld wallow in filth,
and populous cities would infect the atmos-
phere with their noxious vapours. It is the
attention and assiduity of the women that
prevent men from degenerating into mere
swine. How important then are the ser-
vices we render ; and yet for these very ser
vices we are made the subject of ridicule
and fun. Base iogratitude! Nauscous
creatures !  FPerbaps you may think I am
in a passion. No,sir, T do assure you I
never was more composed in my life; and
E;:.- it is enough to provoke a saint to see

unreasonably we are treated by the
men.  Why now, there's my husband—a
good-enough sort of & man in the main—but
I will give you a sample of him. He concs
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into the parlour the other day, where, to be
sure, I was cutting up a piece of linen.
“ Lord!" says he, * what a Hutier here is!
I can’t bear 10 see the parlour look like a
tailor's shop : besides, 1 am going to make
some important philosophical experiments,
and must have sufficient room.”™  You must
know my husband is one of your would-be
philosophers.  Well, I bundled up my linen
as quick as I could, and began to darn
a pair of rufles, which took no room, and
could give no offence. 1 thought, however,
I would watch my lord and master’s impor-
tant business. In about half an hour the
tables were covered with all manner of
trnmpery ; bottles of water, phials of drugs,
pasteboard, paper and cards, glue, paste,
and gum-arabic; files, knives, scissors,
needles, rosin, wax, silk, thread, rags, jags,
tags, books, pamphlets, and papers. Lord
bless me! I am almost out of breath, and
yvet 1T have not enumerated half the articles.
Well, to work he went, and although I did
not understand the object of his maneu-
vres, yet I could sufficiently discover that
he did not succeed in avy one operation.
I was glad of that, T confess, and with good
reason too : for, after he had fatigued him-
self with mischief, like a monkey in a china-
shop, and Lad called the servants to clear
every thing away, I took a view of the scene
my parlour exhibited. 1 shall not even at-
tempt a minute deseription; suflice it to
say, that he had overset his inkstand, and
stained my hest mahogany table with ink ;
he had spilt a quantity of vitriol, and burnt
a large hole in wmy carpet : my marble hearth
was all over spolted with melted rosin: be-
sides this, he bad broken tiree china cups,
four wine glasses, two tumblers, and one of
my handsomest decanters. Aud, after all,
as I said before, [ perceived that he had not
succeeded in any one operation. By the bye,
tell your friend, the white-wash seribbler,
that this iz one means by which vur closels
become furnished with halves of china
bowls,cracked tumblers, brokea wine glasses,
tops of tea-pots, and stoppers of departed
decanters. 1 say, I took a view of the dirt
and devastation my philosophic hushand
had occasioned ; and there I sat, * like Pa-
tience on a monument,smiling at grief;” but
it worked inwardly. I would almost as
soon the melted rosin and vitriol had been in
his throat, as on my dear marble hearth, and
my beautiful carpet. It is not true that
women have no power over their own feel.
ings 3 for notwithstanding this provecation,
I said nothing, or next to nothing : for I only
observed, very pleasantly, what a lady of
my acquaintance had told me, that the rea.
son why philosophers are called liferary
men, is because they make a great Iiffer:
not a word more: however, the servant
cleared away, and down sat the philosopher
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A friend dropt in soon after~* Your ser
vant, sir, how do you?!” “O Lord! lam
almost fatigued to death; I bave been all
the morming making philvsophical experi
ments.” I was now more hacdly put to it
to smother a laugh, than I had been just be-
fore to contain my rage ; my precious went
out soon after, and 1, as you may suppose,
mustered all my forces: brushes, buckefs,
soap, sand, limeskins, and cocoa-nut shells,
with all the powers of housewifery, were -
mediately employed. I was certainly the
best philosopher of the two ; for my experi-
ments succeeded, and his did not.  All was
well again, except my poor carpet—my
vitriolized carpet, which still continued a
mournful memento of philosophic fury, or
rather philosophic folly. The operation was
scarce over, when in came my experimental
philosophier, aud told me, with all the indif-
ference in the world, that he had invited six
gentlemen to dine with him at three o’clock.
It was then past one. 1 complained of the
short notice; “Poh! poh!" said he, % you
can get a leg of mutton, and a loin of veal,
and a few potatoes, which will do well
enough.” Heavens! what a chaos must the
head of a philosopher be! a leg of mutton,
a loin of veal, and potatoes! I was at a
loss whether I should laugh or be angry ; but
there was no time for determining : 1 had
but an hour and a half to doa world of bu-
siness in. My carpet, which had suffered in
the cause of experimental philosophy in the
moining, was destined to be most shame-
fully dishonouwred in the afternoon by a de-
luge of nasty tobacco juice. Gentlemen
smokers love segars better than carpets.
Think, sir, whal a woman must endure un-
der such circumstances ; and then, after all,
to be reproached with her cleanliness, and
to have her white-washings, her scourings,
and scrubbings, made the sgl:l;jeul of ridicule,
it is more than patience can put up with.
What I bave now exhibited is but a small
specimen of the injuries we sustain from the
boasted superiority of men. But we will
not be laughed out of our cleanliness. A
woman would rather be called any thing
than a sluf, as a man would rather be
thought a knave than a fool, 1 had a great
deal more to say, but am called away; we
are just preparing to white-wash, and of
course I have a deal business on my hands,
The white-wash buckets are paraded, the
brushes arve ready, my husband is gone off
—s0 much the better ; when we are upon a
thorough cleaning, the first dirty thing to be
removed is one’s husband. I am called for
again. Adieu.



51 DR. FRANKLIN'S ESSAYS,

FINAL SPEECH OF DR. FRANKLIN
IN THE LATE FEDERAL
CONVENTION . *

Mr. PRESIDENT,

I coxyess that 1 do not entirely approve
of this constitution at present; but, Sir, 1
am not sure [ shall never approve it: for,
having lived long, 1 have experienced many
instunces of being obliged, by better infor-
mation, or fuller consideration, to change
opinions even on important subjects, which
I once thought right, but found to be other-
wise. It is, therefore, that the older I grow,
the more apt 1 am to doubt my own judg-
ment, and to pay more respect to the judg-
ment of others.  Most men, indesd, as well
as most sects in veligion, think themselves in
possession of all truth, and that whenever
others differ from them, it is so far error—
Steel, o protestant, in a dedication, tells the
pope, that ©the only difference between
our two churches, in their opinions of the
certainty of their doctrines, is, the Romish
church is infullible, and the church of Eng-
land never in the wrong.” But, though
many private persons think almost as highly
of their own infallibility as that of their sect,
few express it so naturally as a certain
French lady, who, 1 a little dizpute with her
sister, said, ® T dont know how it happens,
sister, but 1 meet with nobudy but myself
that is always in the right”™ I n'y a que
moi qui a fonjours raison. In these seuti-
ments, Siv, [ agree Lo this constitution, with
all its faults, if they are such; because 1
think a general guvernment necessary for
ug, and theve is no form of government but
what may be a blessing, if well adminis.
tered ; and I believe, further, that this s
likely to be well administered for a course
of years, and can only end in despotism, as
other forms bave done before i, when the
people shall become so corrupted as to need
desputic government, being incapable of any
other. I doubt, too, whether any other con-
vention we can obiain may be able to make
a betier constitution: for wheén you assem-
ble a number of men, to huve the advantage
of their joint wisdom, yon inevitably assem-
ble with thoese men all their prejudices, their
vassions, their errors of opinion, their local
interests, and their selfish views, From such
an assembly, can a perfect production be
expected 7 It therefore astonishes me, Sin,
to find this system approaching =o near to
perfection as it does 3 and 1 think it will as-
tonish our enemies, who are waiting with
confidence to hear that pur councils are eon-
founded, like those of the builders of Baby-

* Our reasors for ascribing this specch to Dr,
Franklin are its internal evidence, amd its having
appeared with his name, doring his life time, uncon-
vadicted, in an American perivdical publication,

lon, and that our States are on the pPim of
separation, ouly to meet hereafter for the
purpose of eutting each other's throats.

Thus I consent, Sir, to this constitution,
because I expect no hetter, and because 1 am
not sure that this is ot the best.  The opi-
nions 1 have had of its ervors | sacrifice to
the public good. I have never whispered a
ayllable of them abroad. Within these walls
they were born, and here t_]IE}f shall die. !f
every one of us, in returning to our consti-
tuents, were to report the objections he has
had to it, and endeavour to gain partizans in
support of them, we might prevent its heing
generally received, and thereby lose all the
salutary effects and great advantages result-
ing naturally in our favour among foreign
nations, as well as among ourselves, from
our real or apparent unanimity. Much of
the strength and efficiency of any govern-
ment, in procuring and secuving happiness.
%0 the people, depends on opinioun ; on the
general opinion of the gooduess of that go-
vernment, as well as of the wisdom and in-
tegrity of its governors.

1 hope, therefore, that for our own sakes,
as a part of the people, aml fur the sake of
our posterity, we shall act heartily and una-
nimously inrecommending this constitution,
wherever our influence may extend, and turn
our future thoughts and endeavours to the
means of having it well administered.

On the whole, Sir, 1 cannot help expres.
sing a wish, that every member of the Con-
vention, who may still have objections,
would with me, on this occasion, doubt a
little of his own infallibility, and, to make
mavifest our unanimity, put his name to
thiz instrument.

[ The motion was then made for adding the
last formula, viz.

Done in Couvention, by the unanimous
consent, &c. which was agreed to, and added
accordingly.}

——

PREFERENCE OF DBOWS AND AR-
ROWS IN WAR TO FIRE-ARMS.

TO MAJOR-GENERAL LEE.
Philadelphia, Feb. 11, 1776.

DEear Sim,

Tue bearer, Mons. Arundel, is directed
by the Congress to repair to General Schuy-
ler, in order to be employed by him in the
artillery service. He proposes to wait on
you in his way, and has requested me to in-
troduee him by a line to you. He has been
an officer in the French service, as you will
gee by his commissions ; and, professing a
good will to our canse, 1 hope he may be
useful in instructing onr gunners and -
trosses : perhaps he may advise o upening
the nailed canuen.
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I received the inclosed the other day from
an officer, Mr. Newland, who served in the
two ‘ast wars, and was known by Gencral
Gates, who spoke well of him to me when I
was at Cambridge. He is desirous now of
entering into your service. 1 have advised
him to wait upon you at New York.

They still talk big in England, and threa-
ten hard ; but their language is somewhat
civiller, at least not quite so disrespectful to
us. By degrees they come to their senses ;
but too late, 1 fancy, for then interest.

We have got a large quantity of saltpetre,
one handred and twenty ton, and thirty more
expected. Powder mills are now wanting ;
I believe we must set to work, and make it
by hand. But I still wish, with you, that
pikes could be introduced, and T would add
bows and arrows ; these were good weapons,
and not wisely laid aside.

1. Because a man may shoot as truly with
a bow as with a common imusket.

2. He can discharge four amows in the
time of charging and discharging one bullet.

3. His object is not taken from his view
by the smoke of his own side.

4. A flight of arrows seen coming npon
them terrifies and disturbs the enemy’s at-
teution to his business.

5. An arvow sticking in any part of & man
puts him hors du combat till it is extracted.

6. Bows and arrows are more easily pro-
vided every where than muskets and winmu-
nation, ich i j :

Polydore Virgil, speaking of one of our
hatl.h:; agnins:gtl:n m:chgin Edward the
Third's reign, mentiops the great confusion
the enemy was thrown into, sagittarum
nule, from the English ; and concludes, Est
res profecto dictu mirabilis ut tantus ac
potens exercitus a solis feré Anglicis sagit-
tariis victus fuerit ; adeo Anglus est sagit-
tipotens, of id genus armornm valet, 1 so
much execution was done by arrows when
men wore some defensive armour, how
munch more might be done now that it is out
of use' :

I am glad you are come to New York,
but I also wish you could be in Canada.—
There is a kind of suspense in men’s minds
here at present, waiting to sce what terms
will be offered from England. [ expect
nome that we can accept ;3 and when that is
genevally seen, we shall be more unanimous
and more decisive ; then your proposed so-
lemn league and covenant will go better
down, and perhaps most of our other strong
measures be adopted.

I am always glad to hear from you, but I
do not deserve your favours, being so bad a
correspondent. My eyes will now bardly
serve me to write by night, and these short
e ys have been all taken up by such variety
of pusiness, that [ seldom can sit down ten
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minutes without interruption.
you success !
1 am, with the greatest esteem,
Your's, affectionately,
E. FraxkrLiw,

God give

ON THE THEORY OF THE EARTH.

TO ABRE EQOULIAVE.

Passy, September 22, 1THZ,
Sim,

I RETURN the papers with some correc-
tions. 1 did not find coal mines under the
calearcons rock in Derbyshire. 1 only re-
marked, that at the lowest part of that rocky
mountain, which was in sight, there were
oyster shells mixed with the stone; and
part of the high country of Derby being
probably as much above the level of the sea
as the coal mines of Whitehaven were below,
it scemed a proof that there had been a
greal bouléversement in the surface of that
islamd, some part of it having been depres-
sed under the sea, and other parts, which
had been under it, being raised above it.
Such changes in the superficial parts of the
globe seemed to me unlikely to happen, if
the earth were solid at the centre. 1 there-
fore imagined that the internal parts might
be a fluid more dense, and of greater spe-
cific gravity than any of the solids we are
acquainted with ; which therefore might
swim in or upon that Auid. Thus the sur-
tace ol the glole would be a shell, capable
of being broken and disordered by the violent
mwovements of the fluid i which 1t vesied,
And, as air has been compressed by art so
s to be twice as dense as water, in which
case, if such air and water conld be con-
tained in a strong glass wessel, the air
would be seen to take the lowest place; and
the water to float above and upon it ; and,
as we know not yet the degree of density to
which aii may be compressed, and M,
Awontons caleulated, that its density in-
creasing as it approached the centre in the
same propovtion as above the surface, it
would, at the depth of leagues, be hea
vier than gold, possibly the dense fluid
occupying the internal parts of the globe
might be air compressed. And as the furce
of expansion in dense air when heated, is in
proportion to its density ; this central air
might aftord another agent to move the
surface, as well as be of use in keeping alive
the central fires; though, as you observe,
the sudden rarcfaction of water, coming
into contact with thuse fires, may be an
agent sufficiently strong for that purpose,
when acting between the incumbent earth
and the fluid on which it rests.

If one might indulge imagination in sup
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posing how such a globe was fuormed, T
shouwhl coneeive, that all the elements in
separate particles, being originally mixed
in confusion, and occupying a great space,
they would (as soon as the Almighty fiat
ordained gravity, or the mutual attraction
of certain parts, and the mutual repulsion
of other parts, to exist) all move towards
their common centre: that the air being a
fiuid whose parts repel each other, though
drawn to the common centre by their gra-
vily, would be densest towards the centre,
and rarer as more remote: consequently,
all budies, lighter than the central parts of
that air, and immersed in it, would recede
from the centre, and rise till they arrive
at that region of the air, which was of the
same specific gravity with themselves,
where they would rest ; while other matter
mixed with the lighter air, would descend,
and, the two meeting, would form the shell
of the first earth, leaving the upper atmo-
sphere nearly clear. ‘The original move-
ment of the parts towards their common
centre would form a whirl there ; which
would continue in the turning of the new-
formed globe upon 1ts axis, and the greatest
diameter of the shell would be in its equa-
tor, [If by any accident afierwards the axis
should be changed, the dense internal tuid,
by altering its form, must buarst the shell,
and throw all its substance into the confu-
sion in which we find it. 1 will not trouble
you at present with my fancies concerning
the manner of forming the rest of our sys-
tem. Superior beings smile on our theories,
and at our presumption in making them.
I will just mention that youwr observation
of the ferruginous nature of the lava, which
is thrown out from the depths of our volea-
noes, gave me great pleasure. I has long
been a supposition of mine, that the iron
contained in the substance of the globe has
wade it capable of becoming, as it 15, a great
magnet ; that the fluid of magnetism exists
perhaps in all space; so that there is a
magnetical north and south of the universe,
as well as of this globe; and that if it were
possible for a man to fly from star to star,
he might govern his course by the compass;
that it was by the power of this general
magnctism this globe became a particular
magnet. In soft o hot iron the fluid of
magnetism is naturally diffused equally ;
when within the influence of a magnet, it is
drawn to one end of the iron, made denser
there and rarer at the other. While the
iron continues soft and hot, it is only a
temporary magnel : iff it cools or grows
hard in that situation, it becomes a per-
manent one, the magnetic fluid not easily
resuming its equilibrium. Perhaps it may be
owing to the permanent magnetism of this
globe, which it had not at first, that its axis
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is at present kept parallel to itself, and not
linhle 1o the changes it formerly suflered,
which ocecasioned the rupture of its shell,
the submersions and emersions of its lands,
amd the confusion of its seasons. The pre-
sent polar and equatorial diameters dif-
fering from each other near ten leagues, it
is easy to conceive, in case some power
shonld shift the axis gradually, and place it
in the present equator, aml make the new
equator pass through the present poles,
what a sinking of the waters would happen
in the present equatorial regions, and what
a rising inthe present polar vegions ; so that
vast tracts would be discoveced that now
are under water, and others covered that
now are dry, the water rising and sinking
in the different extremes near five leagues !
Such an operation as this possibly occasioned
much of Europe, and, among the vest, of this
mountain of Passy, onwhichl live, and which
iz composed of limestone, rock and sea shells,
to be abandoned by the sea, and to change its
ancient elimate, which seems to have been a
hot one.  The globe being now hecome a per-
fect magnet, we ave perhaps safe from any fu-
ture change of its axis. But we are stillsub-
jeet to the accidents on the surface, which are
oceasioned by a wave in the internal pon-
derous finid : and such a wave is produced
by the sudden vielent {'}:11|n:~"ln1.l you mei-
tion, happening from the junction of water
aud fire under the earth, which not only
lifts the incumbent earth that i3 over the
explosion, but, impressing with the same
furee the fAoid wnder ity creaies a wave
that may rvun a thousand leagues, lifting,
and thercby shaking successively, all the
countries under which it passes. T know
not whether I have expressed myself s
clearly, as not to get out of your sight m
these reveries. If they oceasion any new
inquirics, and produce a better hypothesis,
they will not be quite useless. You see |
have given a loose to imagination, but [
approve much more your method of phile-
sophising, which proceeds upon actua
observation, makes a collection of facts,
and coneludes no farther than those facts
will wareant. In my present circumstances
that mode of studying the natare of the
globe is out of my power, and therefore 1
have permitted myself to wander a little in
the wilds of fancy. With great esteem I have
the houour to be, sir, &c.
B. FRANKLIN.
P. 5 1 have heard that chemists can by
their art decompose stone and wood, ex-
tracting a considerable quantity of water
from the one, and air fiom the other. It
seems natural to conclude from this, that
water and air were ingredients in their ori-
ginal composition; for men cannot make
new matier of any kind., In the same man
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ner do we not suppose, that when we con-
sume combustibles of all kinds, and produce
heat or light, we do not create that heat or
light, we ouly decompose a substance which
received it originally as a part of its compo-
gition ! Heat may thus be considered as
originally in a fluid state ; but, attracted by
organized bodies in their growth, becomes a
part of the solid. Besides this, T can con-
ceive that, in the first assemblage of the
particles of which this earth is composed,
each brought its portion of the loose heat
that had been connected with it, and the
whole, when pressed together, produced the
internal fire which still subsists.

LOOSE THOUGHTS ON THE UNI-
VERSAL FLUID, &e.

Passy, June 25, 1784.

UNIVERSAL space, as far as we know
of it, secns to be filled with a subtle
fluid, whose motion, or vibration, is ealled
light.

g’l‘hi!ﬁ fluid may possibly be the same with
that which, being attracted by and entering
into other more solid matier, dilates the
substance, by separating the constituent

rticles, and so rendering some solids
fluid, and maintaining the Auidity of others:
of which fluid when our boedies are totally
deprived, they are said to be frozen; when
they have a proper guantity, they are in
health, and fit to perform all their func-
tions ; it is then called natural heat : when
too much, it is called fever; and when
forced into the body in too great a quantity
from without, it gives pain by separating
and destroying the flesh, and is then called
burning ; and the fluid so entering and act-

ing is called fire.

Ilg?ﬂ:ile organized bodies, animal or vege-
table, are augmented in growth, or are sup-
plying their continual waste, is not this
done by attracting and consolidating this
fluid called fire, so as to form of it a part of
their substance ? and is it not a separation
of the parts of such substance, which, dis-
solving its solid state, sets that subtle fluid
at liberty, when it again makes it appear-
ance as %l =

For the power of man relative to matter
geems limited to the dividing it, or mixing
the various kinds of it, or changing its form
and appearance by different compositions of
it ; but does not extend to the making or
creating of new matter, or annihilating the
old : thus, if fire be an oviginal element, or
kind of matter, its quantity is fixed and per
manent in the world. We cannot destroy
any part of it, or makf addition to it; we
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cun vnly separate it from that which con
fines it, and so set it at liberty, as when we
put wood in a situation to be burnt; o
transfer it from one solid to another, as
when we mgke lime by burning stone, a
part of the fire dislodged from the wood be-
ing left in the stone. May not this fuid,
when at liberty, be capable of penetrating
and entering into all bodies, organized or
not ; quitting easily in totality those not
organized ; and quitting easily in part those
which are; the part assumed and fixed
remaining till the body is dissolved ?

Is it mot this fAuid which kecps asunder
the particles of air, permitting them to ap-
proach, or separating them more, in pro-
portion as its quautity is diminished or ang-
mented 2 Is it not the greater gravity of
the particies of air, which forces the par.
ticles of this fluid to mount with the matters
to which it is attached, as smoke or va-
pour

Does it not seem to have a great affinity
with water, since it will quit a solid to unite
with that {luid, and go off with it in vapour,
leaving the solid cold to the touch, and the
degree measurable by the thermometer?

The vapour rises attached to this fluid ;
but at a certain height they separate, and
the vapour descends i rain, retaining but
little of ity in snow or hail less.  What be-
comes of that fiuid? Dues it rise above
onr atmosphere, and mix equally with the
universal mass of the same kind ?  Or does
a spherical stratum of it, denser, or less
mixed with air, attracted by this globe, and
repelled or pushed up only to a certain
height from its surface, by the greater
weight of air remain there swrrounding the
globe, and proceeding with it round the
sun?

In such case, as there may be a continuity
or communication of this fluid through the
air quite down to the earth, is it not by the
vibrations given to it by the sun, that light
appears to us; amd may it not be, that
every one of the infinitely small vibrations,
striking commonmatter with a certain force,
enter its substance, ave held there hy atirac.
tion, and augmented by succeeding vibra
tions, till the matter has received as much
as their force can drive into it ?

Is it wot thus that the surface of this globe
is continnally heated by such repeared vi
brations in the day, amd cooled by the es-
cape of the heat when those vibralions are
diseontinued in the night, or intercepted and
reflected by clowds ?

Is it not thus that fire i3 amassed, and
makes the greatest part of the substauce of
combustible bodies ?

Perhaps when this globe was first formed,
and its original purticles took their place at
certain distauces from the centre, in pro-
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portion to their greater or less gravity, the
fluid fire, attracted towards that centre,
might in great part be obliged, as lightest,
to take place af-ﬂvn the resty and thus form
the sphere of fire above supposed, which
would afterwards be continually diminishing
by the substance it afforded to organized
bodies; and the quantity restored to it again
by the burning or other separating of the
parts of those bodies.

Is not the natural heat of aunimals thus

produced, by separating in digestion the
parts of food, and setting their fire at
liberty !

Is it noi the sphere of fire which kindles
the wandering globes that sometimes pass
through it in our cowrse roumnd the sun,
have their surface kindled by it, and
burst when their included air s greaily
rarified by the heat on their burning swre
faces?



THE LIFE OF S;0CTOR FRANKLIN,

AS WRITTEN BY HIMSELF.
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MY DEAR 8ON, _

1 uave amused myself with collecting
some little anecdotes of my family. You
may remember the inguiries 1 made, when
you were with me in England, among such
of wy relations as were then living; and
the journey 1 undertook for that purpose.
To be acquainted with the particulars of my

entage and life, many of which are un-
E::nwu to vou, 1 flatter myself will afford
the same pleasure to you as to me. I shall
relate them upon paper: it will be an
agreeable employment of a week’s uninter-
rupted leisure, which 1 promise myself du-
ring my present retirement in the country.
are also other motives which induce
me Lo the undertaking. From the bosom of
poverty and obscurity, in which I drew my
first breath, and spent my earliest years, 1
have raised myself to astate of opulence, ana
to some degree of celebrity in the world. A
constant good fortune has attended me
through every period of life to my present
advanced age ; and my descendants may he
desirous of learning what were the means of
which 1 made use, and which, thanks to the
assisting band of Providence, have proved so
eminently suceessful. They may, also,
should they ever be placed in a similar situ-
ation, derive some advantage from my nar-
rative,

When 1 reflect, as 1 frequently do, upon
the felicity 1 have enjoyed, 1 sometimes say
to myself, that, were the offer made true, |
would engage to run again, from begiuning
to end, the same career of Iife.  All1 would
ask, should be the privilege of an author, to
correct, in a second edition, eertain errors of
the first. I could wish, likewise, if it were
in my power, to change some ftrivial inci-
dents and events for others more favourable,
Were this, however, denied me, still would I
not decline the offer. But since a repeti-
tion of life cannot take place, there is no-
thing which, in my opinion, so nearly re-
sembles it, as to call to mind all its circum.-
stances, and, to render their remembrance
more durable, commit them to writing.
thus employing myself, 1 shall yield to the
inclination, so natural in old men, to talk of
themselves and their exploits, and way free-

1y follow my bent, without being tiresome to
those who, from respect to my age, might
think themselves obliged to listen to me ; as
they will be at liberty to vead me or not as
they please. Im fine—and I may as well
avow it, since nobody would believe me were
I to deny it—1] shall, perhaps, by this em-
ployment, gratify my vanity. Scarcely, in-
deed, have 1 ever heard or read the intro-
ductory plrase, “ I may soay without va-
nity,” but some siriking and characteristic
instance of vanity has immediately followed.
The generality of men hate vaniiy in others,
however strongly they may be tinctured with
it themselves : for myself; 1 pay obeisance to
it wherever I meet with it, persuaded that it
is advantageous, as well to the individual
whom it governs, as to those who are within
the spheve of its influence.  Of consequence,
it would, in many cases, not be wholly ab-
surd, that a man should count his vanity
among the other sweets of life, and give
thanks to Providence for the blessing.

And here let me with all humility acknow-
ledge, that to Divine Providence I am in-
debted for the felicity I have hitherto en-
joyed. It is that power alonme which has
furnished me with the means 1 have em-
ployed, and that has crowned them with
success. My faith, in this respect, leads
me to hope, though I cannot count upon it,
that the Divine goodness will still be exer-
cised towards me, ecither by prolonging the
duration of my happiness to the close of life,
or by giving me fortitude to support any
melancholy reverse, which may happen to
me, as to so many others. My future for.
tune is unknown, but to Him in whose hand
is our destiny, and who ean make our very
affiictions subservient to our benefit.

Oue of my uncles, desirous, like myself, of
collecting anecdotes of our family, gave me
some notes, from which 1 have devived many
particulars respecting our ancestors.  From
these 1 learn, that they lived in the same
village (]E-atm:. in Northamptonshire,) upon
a frechold of about thirty acres, for the space
at least of three hundred years. How long
they had resided there prior to that period,
my uncle had been unable to discover;
probably ever since the institution of sur.

12
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uatnes, when they took the appellation of
Franklin, which had formerly been the name
of a particalar order of individuals.*

This petty estate wonld not have sufficed
for their subsistence, had they not added the
trade of blacksmith, which was perpetuated
in the family down to my uncle’s time, the
eldest son having been uniformly brought
up to this employment : a enstom which
both he and my father observed with respect
to their eldest sons.

In the researches I made at Eaton, 1
found no account of their births, marniages,
and deaths, eaclier than the year 1555 the
parish register not extending farther back
than that period. This register informed
me, that 1 was the youngest son of the
yonngest branch of the family, counting five
generations. My grandfather, Thomas, was
born in 15908, lived at Eaton till he was too
old te continue his trade, when he retived to
‘Banbury, in Oxfordshire, where his son

ohn, who was a dyer, resided, and with
whom my father was apprenticed. He died,
aml was buried there: we saw his monu-
ment in 1758,  His eldest zom lived in the
family house at Eaton, which he bequeathed,
with the land belonging to it, to his only
daughter ; who, in concert with her hus-
band, Mr. Fisher, of Wellinghorough, after-
wards sold it to Mr. Estead, the present
proprietor.

My gramdfather had four surviving sons,
Thomas, John, Benjamin, and Josias, 1
shall give you such particulars of them as
my memory will furnish, not having my
papers here, in which ‘vou will find 2 more
minute account, it they are not lost during
my absence,

* Asa proof that Franhlin was anciently fhe com-
moh Banme of an onder or rank in Evgland, see Jodge
Fortesque, e landibus legum Anglic, writien about
the year 1412, in which 18 the following passnge, to
shew that gomld juries might easily be formed in any
part of England

* Hegio etiom illa, ita respersa refertague est
posscesoribis terrarum ef ggrorm, quoed fuea, villula
tain parva reperiv non Jlaud.tnt, 10 qjua non est meles,
armiger, vel pater-familing, qualis ibidew frastiin
'rnh:;a:'iu-r nanenpatar, maginisiliEans !Jm'-c-qminnilmg,
nec non libere tenentes et alii valecti plurimi, suis

trimonis sufficientis, ad faciendom juratam, in

i pracnotata, '

* Moreover, the same country is o filled and reple-
mished with landed menne, fhat Whercin so saall o
thorpe cannat be found wheneind welleth not a knight,
an esquire, of such a houschiolder as is there com-
monly calleda franklie, enriched with great posses.
sione, and also other frechioliders and mim:f YEOMEn,

able tor their livelibood to make & jury in form

gftrementioned. "
OLD TRANSLATION.

Chaueer too, ealls his country-gentleman a frank-
Iing and, after deseribing his good hth@upiug.
thus chamcterizes him :

Thiz worlliy franklin bore a purse of silk

Fix'd to nis girdle, white as morning milk ;

Kuight of the shinc, first justice at th' assize,

To lielp the poor, the denbtful to advise,

Inall em rln]fmmils,gqmmua, just he prn‘l"d,

Renown é. for courtesy, by all belov'd,

Thomas had learned the trade of a black-
smith under his father ; but, possessing =
good natural understanding, he improved it
by study, at the solicitation of a gentleman
of the name of Palmer, who was at that time
the principal inhabitant of the village, and
who encouraged, in like manner, all my
uicles (o cultivate their minds. Thomas
thus vendered himself competent to the
functions of a country attorney; soon be.
cante au essential personage in the afiairs of
the village ; and was one of the chief movers
of every public enterprise, as well relative to
the county as the town of Northampton. A
variety of remarkable incidents were told us
of him at Eaton. After enjoying the es-
teem and patronage of Lord Halifax, he
died January 6, 1702, precisely four vears
before I was born.  The recital that was
made us of his life amdl character, by some
aged persons of the village, struck you, [
remember, as extraordinary, from its ana.,
logy to what you knew of myself. ¢ Had
he died,” said you, “ just four years later,
one might have supposed a transmigration
of souls,” i

John, to the best of my helief, was brought
up to the trade of a wool-dyer,

Benjamin scrved his apprenticeship in
Loudon to a silk-dyer. He was an industeie
ous wan: I remember him well ; for, while
I was a child, he joined my father at Bos-
ton, and lived for some years in the house
wilh us. A particular affection had always
subsisted between my father and him ; and
I was his godson. He arrived to a great
age. He left behind him two quarto vo-
lemes of poems, in manuseript, consisting of
little fugitive picces addressed to his fiiends.
He had invented a short-hand, which he
tanght me, but, having never made use of it,
I have now forgotten it. He was a man of
picty, and a constant attendant on the best
preachers, whose sermons he took a pleasure
i writing down according to the expeditory
method he had devised. Many volumes
were thus collected by him. He was also
extremely fond of politics ; too much so,
pervhaps, for his situation. 1 lately found in
London a collection which he had made of
all the principal pampldets relative to pub-
lic affairs, from the year 1641 to 1717, . Ma-
ny volumes are wanting, as appears by the
series of nmebers ; but there still remain
eight in folio, and twenty-four in quarto and
octavo.,  The collection had fallen into the
hands of a second-hand bookseller, who,
knowing me by having sold me some hookes
brought it to me. My uncle, il SCCNS, ]m.;
left t behind him on his departure for
America, about fifty vears wgo. I foumd
varioas noles of his writing in the wargins,
His grandson, Samuel, is now living m-

O= bhumble family had early embracea
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the Refoymation. They remalned faithfully
atiached during the reign of Queen Mary,
when they were in danger of being molested
on account of their zeal against popery—
They had an English bible, and, to conceal
- it the more securely, they conceived the
project of fastening it, open, with pack-
threads across the leaves, on the insude of
the lid of the close-stool. When my great-
grandfather wished to read to his family, he
reversed the lid of the close-stool upon his
kuees, and the leaves from one side
to the other, which were held down on each
side by the pack-thread. One of the chil-
dren was stationed at the door, to give no-
tice if’ he saw the proctor (an officer of the
spiritual court) make his appearance : in
that case, the lid was restored to its place,
with the bible concealed under it as before,
1 had this anccdote from my uncle Ben-
Jamin,

The whole family preserved its attach-
ment to the Charch -:rf! England till towards
the close of the reign of Charles II. when
vertain ministers, who had been rejected as
nonconformists, having held conventicles in
Northamptonshire, they were joined by Ben-
sjamin and Josias, who adhered to them ever
after. The rest of the family continued in
the episcopal church.

. My father, Josias, marvied early in life.
He went, with his wife and three children,
10 New England, about the year 1682.—
Conventicles being at that time prohibited
by law, and frequently disturbed, some con-
sulerable persons of his acquaintance de-
ermined to go to America, where they
hoped to enjoy the free exercise of their re-
ligion ; and my father was prevailed on to
aceompany them.

My father bad alzo, by the same wife, four
children born in America, and ten others by
- a second wife, making in all seventeen. I
remember Lo have seen thirteen seated toge-
ther at his table, who all arrived at years of
maturity, and were married. 1 was the
last of the sons, and the g;mngmtt child, ex-
cepting two daughters. [ was born at Bos-
ton, in New England. My mother, the se-
cowd wife, was Abiah Folger, daughter of
. Peter Folger, one of the first colonists of
New England, of whom Cotton Mather
makes honourable meation, in his Ecclesi-
astical History of that province, as “ a pious
and lewrnod Englishman,” if 1 rightly rve-
collect his expressions. [ have been told of
~ his having written a variety of little pieces
but there appears to be only one in priai,
which [ met with many years ago. It was
published in the year 1675, and is in fami-
liar verse, agreeably to the taste of the times
and the country. The author addresses
himself to the governors for the time being,
gpeaks for liberty of conscience, and in fa-
vour of the anabaptists, quakers, and other

Lil |

sectaries, who had suffered persecution. To
this persecution he attributes the wars with
the natives, and other calamities which af.
flicted the country, regarding them as the
Judgments of God in punishment of so odiouws
an offence ; and he exhorts the government
to the rcpuml of laws so contrary Lo charity.
The poem appeared to be written with a
manly freedom and a pleasing simplicity.
I recollect the six concluding lines, thowgh
I have forgotten the order of words of (he
two first ; the sense of which was, that his
censures were dictated by benevolence, and
that, of consequence, he wished to be known
as the author ; becaunse, said be, I hate from
my very soul dissimulation.
: From Sherburn,” where I dwell,
I therefore put my name,
Y our fiiend, who |nr-:m§r_}ﬁu well,
; PETER FOLGER.

My brothers were all put apprentices to
different trades.  With respect to myself, 1
was sent, at the age of eight years, to a
grammar-school. My father destined me
for the church, and already regarded me as
the chaplain of my family. The prompti-
tude with which, from my infancy, I had
learned to rvead, fur<l do not remember to
have been ever without this acquirement,
amd the enconragement of his friends, who
assured him that I should one day certaily
become a man of letiers, confirmed him in

his design. My uncle Benjamin approved
also of the scheme, and promised to give
me all his volumes of sermons, written, as [
have said, in the short-hand of his invention,
if I would take the piins to learn it.

I remained, however, scarcely a year at
the grammav-school, aithough, in this short
interval, 1 had risen from the middle to the
head of wmy class, from thence to the class
immediately above, and was to pass, at the
end of the year, to the one next in order,
But my father, burdened with a numerous
family, found that he was incapable, with-
out subjecting himself to difficulties, of pro-
viding for the expenses of a collegiate edu-
cation ; and considering, besides, as I heara
him say to his friends, that persons so edu-
cated were often poorly provided for, he re-
nounced his first intentions, took me from
the grammar-school, and sent me to a school
for writing and arithmetic, kept by a My,
George Brownwell, who was a skilful mas-
ter, and succeeded very well in his profession.
by employing gentle means only, and such
as were caleulated to encourage his scholars,
Under him 1 soon acquired an excellent
hand ; but 1 failed in avithmetie, and made
therein no sort of progress.

A ten years of age 1 was called home to
assis  my father in his oceupation, which
was St of soap-boiler and tallow-chandler ;

PR =
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a business to which he had served no ap-
prenticeship, but which he embraced on his
arrival in New England, because he fonnd
his own, that of dyer, in too little request
to enable him to maintain his family. [ was
accordingly employed in cutting the wicks,
filling the moulds, taking care of the shop,
carrying messages, &c.

This business displeased me, and I felt a
strong inclination for a sea life; but my
father set his face against it. The vicinity
of the water, however, gave me frequent
opportunities of venturing myself both upon
and within it; and I soon acquirved the art
of swimming, and of managing a boat.—
When embarked with other childven, the
helm was commonly deputed to me, parti-
cularly on difficult oceasions ; and, in every
other project, 1 was almost always the leader
of the troop, whom I sometimes involved in
embarrassments. 1 shall give an instance of
this, which demonstrates an early disposition
of mind for public enterprizes, though the
one in question was not conducted by justice.

The mill-poud was terminated on one
side by a marsh, upon the borders of which
we were accustomel to take our stand, at
high-water, to angle for small fish. By dint
of walking, we had converted the place into
a perfect quagmire. My proposal was to
erect a whart that should atford us firm
footing : and I pointed out to my compa-
nions a large heap of stones, intended for
the building a new house near the marsh,
and which were well adapted for cur pur-
pose.  Accordingly, when the workmen re-
tired in the evening, I assembled a number
of my play-fellows, and, by labouring dili-
gently, like anis, sometimes four of us
uniting our strength to carry a single stone,
we removed them ally, and constructed our
little quay. The workmen were surprised
the next morning at not finding their stones,
which had been conveyed to our wharf—
Inquiries were made respecting the anthors
of this conveyance; we were discovered
complaints were exhibited against us, and
many of us upderwent correction on the
part of our parenis;—and though T stre-
nuously defended the utility of the work, my
father at length convinced me, that nothing
which was not strictly honest could be useful.

It will not, perhaps, be uninteresting to
you to know what sort of a man my father
was. He had an excellent constitution, was
of a middle size, but well made and strong,
and extremely active in whatever he under-
took. He designed with a degree of neat-
ness, and knew a little of music.  His voice
was sonorous and agreeable; so that when
he sung a psalm or hymn, with the accom-
paniment of his viulin, as was his frequent
practice in an evening, when the labours of
the day were finished, it was truly delightful
to hear him. He wes versed also in me-

chanics, and could, u}ro ocecaslon, wse the
tools of a variety of trades.  But his greatest
excellence was a sound understanding and
solid judgment in matters of prudence, both
in public and private life. In the former,
indeed, he never engaged, because his nu-
merous family, and the medioerity of his
fortune, kept him unremittingly employed
in the duties of his profession. But I well
remember, that the leading men of the place
used frequently to come and ask his advice
respecting the affairs of the town, ur of the
church to which he belonged, and that they
paid much deference to his opinion. Indi-
viduals were also in the habit of consulting
him in their private affairs, and he was
often chosen arbiter between contending
parties.

He was fond of having at his table, as
often as possible, some friends or well-in-
formed neighbours, capable of rational con-
versation ; and he was always careful to in.
troduce useful or ingenious topics of dis-
course, which might tend to form the minds
of his childven. By this means he early at-
tracted our attention to what was just, pru-
deat, and beneficial, in the conduct of life.
He never talked of the meats which ap-
peared upon the table; never discussed
whether they were well or ill-dressed, of a
gowd or bad flavour, high-seasoned or other-
wise, preferable or inferior to this or that
dish of a similar kind. Thus accustomed,
from my infancy, to the utmost inattention
as to these objects, 1 have been perfectly
regardless of what kind of food was before
me; and I pay so little attention to it even
now, that it would be a hard matier for me
to recollect, a few hours after I had dined,
of what my dinner had consisted. When
travelling, I have particularly experienced
the advantage of this habit : for it has often
happencd to me to be in company with per-
suns, who, h“iﬁ a more delicate, because
a more exercised, taste, have suffered in
many cases considerable inconvenience ;
while, as te myself; I have had nothing to
desire.

My mother was likewise possessed of an
excellent constitution.  She suckled all her
ten children, and 1 never heard either her or
my father complain of any other disorder
than that of which they died; my father at
the age of eighty-seven, and my mother at
cighty-five. They are buried together at
Boston, where, a few years ago, 1 placed a
marble over their grave, with this inscrip-
tion :—

% Here lie
“ Josias FRANKLIN and ABIan his wafe:
“ They lived together with reciprocal affec-
“ tion for fifty-nine years; and, without
“ private fortune, without lucrative employ-
“ ment, by assiduous labour and honest in-
“ dustry, decently cupported a pumerous
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! family, and educated with success thir-
¥ teen children, and seven grand-children.
% Let this example, reader, encourage thee
« diligentiy to discharge the duties of thy
“ calling, and to rely on the support of IDi-
“ vine Providence.

“ He was pious and prudent,

« She discreet and virtuous.
# Their youngest son, from a sentiment of

% filial duty, consecrates this stone
“ to their memory.”

- T perceive, by my rambling digressions,
that I am growing old. But we do not dress
for a private company as for a formal ball.
This deserves, perhaps, the name of negli-
gence.

To return, I thus continued employed in
my father’s tvade for the space of two years ;
that is to say, till I arvived at twelve yenrs
of age. About this time, my brother John,
who had served his apprenticeship in Lon-
don, having quitted my faiher, and being
married and settled in business on his own
account at Rhode Island, 1 was destined, to
all appearance, to supply his place, and be
a candle-maker all my lite : but my dislike
of this occupation continwing, my father
was apprehensive that, if a more agreeable
one were not offered me, 1 might play the
truant, and escape to sea 5 as, to his extreme
mortification, my brother Josias had done.
He, therefore, took me sometimes o see ma-
sons, ‘coopers, braziers, joiners, and other
mechanics, employed at their work, in order
to discover the bent of my inclination, and
fix it if he could upon some occupation that
might retain me on shore. 1 have since, in
consequence of these visits, derived no small
pleasure from seeing skilful workmen han-
dle their tools; and it has proved of consi-
derable benefit, to have acquired thereby
sufficient knowledge to be able to make lit-
tle things for myself, when 1 have had no
mechanic at hand, and to construct small
machines for my experiments, while the idea
1 have conceived has been fresh and strongly
impressed on my imagination,

Iy father at length decided that I should
be a cutler; and 1 was placed for some days
upon trial with my cousin Samuel, son of
my nicle Benjamin, who had learged this
trade in London, and had established himself
at Boston. But the premiuvm he required
for my apprenticeship displeasing iny father,
I was recalled home.

From my earliest years I had been pas-
sionately fond of reading ; and I laid out in
books ail the money | could procure. I was
particalarly pleased with accounts of voy-
ages. My fwst acquisition was Bunyan's
collection in small separate volumes. These
Y afterwards sold, in order to buy an histo-
rical collection by R. Burton, which con-
tizted of small cheap volumes, amounting m

poetry, aud com
-My brother, thinking he might find his ac-

a3

all to about fortyor fifty. My father's little
hibrary was principally made up of books of
practical and polemical theology. I read
the greatest part of them. . 1 have since often
regretted, that, at a time when | had so great
a thirst for knowledge, more eligible books
had not fallen into my hands, as it was then
a point decided that 1 should not be edueated
for the church. There was also among my
father’s books Plutarch’s Lives, in which I
read continually ; and I still regard as ad-
vantageonsly employed the time 1 devoted
to them. I found, besides, a work of De
Foe's, entitled an Essay on Projects ; from
which, perhaps, I derived impressions that
have since infivenced some of the principal
events of my life.

My inclination for books at last deter-
mined my father to make me a prioter,
though he had already a son in that profes-
sion. My brother had returned from Eng-
land in 1717, with a press and types, in
order to establish a printing-house at Bos-
ton. This business pleased me much better
than that of my father, though I had still a
predileetion for the sea. To prevent the
effects which might result from this incli-
nation, my father was impatient to see me
engaged with my brother. 1 held back for
some time ; at length, however, 1 suffered
myself to be persnaded, and signed my in-
dentures, being then only twelve years of
age. It was agreed that I should serve as
an apprentice to the age of twenty-one, and
should receive journeyman's wages only
during the last year.

In a very short time I made great profi-
ciency in this business, and became very
serviceable to my brother. 1 had now an
opportunity of procuring better books—
The acquaintance I necessarily formed with
booksellers” apprentices enabled me to bor-
row a volume now and then, which 1 never
failed to return punctually, and without in-
jury. How often has it happened to me to
pass the greater part of the night in reading
by my bed-side, when the book had been
lent me in the evening, and was to be re-
turned the next morning, lest it might be
missed or wanted !

At length Mr. Matthew Adams, an inge-
nious tradesman, who had a handsome col-
lection of books, and who frequented our
printing-house, took notice of me. He io-
vited me to see his library, and had the
gooduess to leud me any books 1 was desirous
of reading. I then took a strange fancy for
sed several little pieces.

count in it, encouraged me, and engaged me
to write two ballads.  One, called the Light-
House Tragedy, comtained an account of
the shipwreck of Captain Worlhilake and
his two daughters; the other was a sailor’s
song on the capture of the uoted pirate,
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call:d Teach, or Bluck-Beard. They were
wretched verses in point of style, mere blind
men's ditties.  When printed, he dispatehed
me about the town to sell them. The first
had a prodigious run, becaunse the event was
recent, and had made a great noise.

My vanity was flattered by this success ;
bat my father checked my exultation, by
ridiculing my productions, and telling me

that versifiers were always r. [ thus
escaped the misfortune of being a very
wretched poet.  But as the faculty of wri-

ting prose has been of great service to me in
the course of my life, and principally con-
tributed to my advancement, 1 shall relate
by what means, situated as I was, I ac
quired the small skill 1 may possess in that
Way.

There was in the town another young man,
a great Jover of books, of the name of John
Collins, with whom 1 was intimately con-
nected. We frequently engaged in dispute,
and were indeed so fond of argumentation,
that nothing was so agreeable to us as a war
of words. This contentious temper, T would
observe, by the bye, iz in danger of beco-
ming a very bad habit, and frequently ren-
ders a man's company insupportable, as
being no otherwise capable of indulgence
than by an indiseriminate contradiction.—
Independently of the acrimony and discord
it introduces into conversation, and is often
productive of dislike, and even hatred, be-
tween persons to whom friendship is indis-
pensably necessary. I acquired it by read-
ing, while I lived with my father, bhooks of
veligions mntmvem'y. I have since re-
marked, that men of sense seldom fall into
this ervor ; lawyers, fellows of universities,
and persons of every profession educated at
Edinburgh, excepted.

Collins and 1 fell one day into an argu-
ment, relative to the education of women ;
namely, whether it was proper to instruct
them in the sciences, and whether they were
competent to the study. Collins supported
the negative, and affirmed that the task was
beyomd their capacity. [ maintained the
opposite position, a little, perhaps, for the
pleasure of disputing. He was naturally
more eloquent than 15 words flowed copi-
ously from his lips ; and frequently I thought
myself vanquished, more by his volubility
than by the foree of his arguments. We
separated without coming to an agreement
upon this point; and as we were not to see
each other again for some time, | committed
my thoughts to paper, made a fair copy,
and sent it to him. He answered, and I re-
plied. Three or fowr letters had been writ-
ten by each, whenmy father chanced to light
upon my papers, and read them. Withoeut
entering into the merits of the cause, he
embraced the opportonity of speaking to me
upon my manner of writing. He observed

that thongh I had the advantage of my ad-
versary in correct spelling and pointing,
which I owed to my occupation, | was
greatly his inferior in elegance of expression,
in arrangement, and perspicuity, OF this
he convinced me by several examples. 1
felt the justice of his remarks, Fllmme
more attentive to language; and resolved to
make every effort to improve my style.

Amidst these resolves, an odd volume of
the Spectator fell into my hands, This was
a publication I had never seen. 1 hought
the volume, and read it again awnd again.—
I was enchanted with it, thought the style
excellent, and wished it were in my power
to imitate it, With this view I selected
some of the papers, made short summaries
of the sense of each period, and put them
for a few days aside. 1 then, without look-
ing at the book, endeavoured to restore the
essays 1o their due form, and to express each
thought, at length, as it was in the original,
employing the most appropriate words that
occurred to my mind. 1 aficewards com=
pared my Spectator with the oviginal: 1
perceived some faults; which 1 corveeted ;
but I found that 1 wanted a fund of words,
if I may so express myself, and a facility »f
recollecting and employing them, which [
thought I should by that time bave acquired,
had I coutinued to make verses. The cone-
tinual need of words of the same meaning,
but of different lengths for the measure ro,
of different sounds for the rhyme, would
have obliged me to seek for a variety of sy-
nonymes, and have rendered me master of
them. From this belief, 1 took some of the
tales of the Spectator, and turned them into
verse 3 and, after a time, when [ had suffi-
ciently forgotten them, I again couverted
them into prose.

Sometimes also I mingled all my summa-
rics lﬂf&"lﬂl‘ ; and, a few weeks after, endea-
voured to arvange them in the best order,
before I attempted to form the periods and
complete the essays. This 1 did with a view
of acquiring method in the arrangement of
my thoughts. On comparing afterwards
my performance with the original, many
fanlis were apparent, which 1 corrected ;
but 1 had sometimes the satisfaction to think,
that, in certain particulars of little import-
ance, I had been fortunate enough to im-
prove the order of thought or the style ; and
this encouraged me to hope that 1 should
succeed, in time, in writing decently in the
English language, which was one of the
great objects of my ambition,

The time which I devoted to these exer-
cises, and to reading, was the evening after
my day’s labour was finished, the morning
before it began, and Sendays when I could
escape attending divine service. While I
lived with my father, lie had insisted on my
punctual attendance on public worship, a.sl
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1 still indeed eonsidered it as a duty, but a
duty which I thought I had no time to prac-
tise.

When about sixteen years of age, a work
of Tryon fell intomy hands, in which he re-
commends v ble diet. 1 determined to
observe it. y brother being a bachelor,
did not keep house, but ed with his
apprentices in a neighbouring family. My
refusing to eat animal food was found incon-
venient, and T was often scolded for my sin-
gularity. I attended to the mode in which
Tryon prepared some of his dishes, particn-
larly how to boil potatoes and rice, and
make hasty puddings. I then saul to my
brother, that if he would allow me per week
half what he paid for my board, I would
undertake to maintain myself. The offer
was instantly embraced ; and I soon found
that of what he gave me 1 was able to save
half. This was a new fund for the purchase
of books'; and other advantages resulted to
mé from the plan. When my brother and
his workmen left the printing-house to go
to dinner, I remained behind; and, dis-
patching my frugal meal, which frequently
consisted of a biscuit only, or a slice of
bread and a bunch of raisins, ora bun from
the pastry-cook’s, with a glass of water, I
had the rest of the time, till their return, for
study; and my progress therein was pro-
portioned to that clearness of ideas, and
quickness of conception, which are the fruit
of temperance in eating and drinking.

It wus about this period that, having one
day been put to blush for my ignorance in
the art of calculation, which I had twice
failed to learn while at school, I took
Cocker’s Treatise of Arithmetie, and went
through it myself with the utmost ease. 1
also read a book of Navigation by Seller and
Sturmy, and made myself master of the litile
geometry it contains, but 1 never proceeded
far in this science. Nearly at the same time
I read Locke on the Human Understanding,
and the Art of Thinking, by Messrs, du Port

R{;{ﬂl. ;

‘hile labouring to form and improve my
style, 1 met with an English Grammar,
which T believe was Greenwood'’s, having at
the end of il two little essays on rhetoric and
logic. In the latter I found a model of dis-
putation after the manner of Socrates.
Shortly after 1T procured Xenophon's work,
entitled, Memorable Things of Socrates, in

‘which are various examples of the same
method. Charmed to a degree of enthusiasm
with this mode of disputing, I adopted it,
aml renouncing blunt contradiction, and
direct and positive nriumw:nll:,l I assumed the
character of a bumble questioner. The
perusal of Shaftsbury and Collins had made
me a sceptic ; and, being previously so as to
many doctrines of Christianity, I found So-
crates’ method to be both the safest for

myself, as well as the most embarrassing to
those against whom I employed it. 1t soon
aﬂ‘urdes me singular pleasure ; 1 incessanily
practised it; and became very adroit in
obtaining, even from persons of superior
understanding, concessions of which they
did not foresee the consequence. Thus 1
involved them in diffeulties from which they
were unpable to extricate themselves, and
sometimes oblained victories, which neither
my canse nor my arguments merited,

This method 1 continued to employ for
some years; but I afterwards abandoned it
by degrees, retaining only the habit of ex-
pressing myself with modest diffidence, and
never making use, when I advanced any
proposition which might be controverted, of
the words, certainly, undoubfedly, or any
others that might give the appearance of
being obstinately attached to my opinion. 1
rather said, 1 imagine, 1 suppose, or it ap-
pears to me, that such a thing is so or so,
for such and such reasons; orit is so, if 1
am not mistaken. This habit has, I think,
been of considerahle advantage to me, when
I have had occasion to impress my opinion
on the minds of others, aml persuade ihem
to the adoption of the measures I have sug-
gesied,  And since the chief ends of conver-
sation are, to inform or to be informed, to
please or to persuade, 1 conld wishy that in-
telligent and well-meaning men would not
themselves diminish the power they possess
of being useful, by a positive and pre-
sumptuous manner of expressing themselves,
whi{gl scarcely ever fails to disgust the
hearer, and is only calculated to excite op-
position, and defeat every purpose for which
the faculty of speech has been bestowed on
man. In short, if you wish to infurm, a
pusitive and dogmatical manner of advan-
cing your opinion may provoke contradiction,
and prevent your being heard with attention.
On the other hand, if, with a desire of being
informed, and of benefiting by the know-
ledge of others, you express yourself as being
strongly attached to your own opinions,
modest and sensible men, who do not love
disputation, will leave you in tranquil pos-
session of your errors. By following such
a method, you can rarely hope to please
your auditors, conciliate their good-will, or
work conviction on those whom you may be
desirous of gaining over to your views.
Pope judiciously observes,

Men must be taught as if you taught them not,
And things unknown propos'd as things forgol,
And ia the same poem he afterwards advi-

BES S,

To speak, thongh sure, with sceming diffidence.

He might have added to these lincs, one that
he has coupled elsewhere, in my opinion,
with less propriety. It is this:

For want of modesty is want of senne.
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If you ask why I say with less propriety, 1
must give you the two lines together :
Imnodest words admnit of wo defence,
For want of decency is want of sense.
Now want of sense, when a man has the
misfortune to be so eireumstanced, is it not
a kind of excuse for want of modesty ? And
would not the verses have been more accu-
rate, if they had been constructed thus:

Immodest worde admil bur thee definee,

The want of decency I8 wan t olsenss,
But I leave the decision of this to better
judges than myself.

In 1720, or 1721, my brother began to
print a new public paper. It was the second
that made its appearance in America, and
was entitled the % New England Courant,”
The only one that existed before was the
“ Boston News Letter.” Some of his friends,
I remember, would have dissuaded him from
this undertaking, as a thing that was not
likely to succeed ; a single newspaper being,
in their opinion, sufficient for all America,
At present, however, in 1771, there are no
less than twenty-five. But he carried his
project into execution, and I was employed
w distributing the copies to his eustomers,
after having assisted in composing and
working them off.

Among his friends he had a number of
literary characters, who, as an amusement,
wrote short essays for tht;fafcr, which gave
it reputation and increased the sale, cse
gentlemen frequently came to our house.
I heard the conversation that passed, and the
accounts they gave of the favourable re-
ception of their writings with the public. 1
was tempted to try my hand among them ;
but, being still a child as it were, I was
fearful that my brother might be unwilling
to print in his paper any performance of

‘which he shonld know me to be the author,
T therefore contrived to disguise my hand,
and having written an anonymons piece, 1
placed it at night under the door of the
printing-house, where it was found the next
morning, My brother communicated it to
his friends, when they came as usual to see
“him, who read it, commented wpon it within
‘my hearing, and [ had the exquisite pleasure
to find that it met with their approbation,
and that in their various conjectures they
“wade respecting the author, no one was
‘mentioned who did not enjoy a high reputa-
tion in the country for talents and genius.
I now supposed myself fortunate in my
judges, and began to suspect that they were
-not such excellent writers as 1 had hitherto
supposed them. Be this as it may, . encou-
raged by this little adventore, I wrote and
sent to press, in the same way, many other
pieces, which were equally approved : keep-
‘ing the secret till my slender stoek of infor-
mation amd knowledge for such performan-

ces was pretty completely exhausted, when
I made myself known.

My brother, upon this discovery, began to
entertain a little more respect for me 3 but
he still regarded himself as my master, and
treated me as an apprentice, He thought
himself entitled to the same services firom me
as from any other person. On the contrary,
1 mmcni.m‘f that, in many instances, he was
too rigorous, and that, on the part of a bro-
ther, 1 had a right to expect greater indul-
gence, Our disputes were frequently bronght
before my father; amd either my brother
was generally in the wrong, or I was the
better pleader of the two, for judgment was
commonly given in my favour. But my
brother was passionate, and often had re-
course to blows; a circumstance which I
took in very ill part. This severe and tyran-
nical treatment contributed, 1 believe, teo
imprint on my mind that aversion to arbi-
trary power, which, during my whole life, 1
have ever preserved, My apprenticeship
became insupportable to me, and I conti-
nually sighed for an opportunity of shorten-
ing it, which at length unexpectedly offered.

An article inserted in our paper, upon
gsome political subject which I have now
forgotten, gave offence to the Assembly.
My brother was taken into custody, censured,
and ordered into confinement for a menth,
because, as I presume, he wonld not disco-
ver the author. 1 was also taken up, and
examined before the conncil 3 but, though I
gave them no satisfaction, they contented
themselves with reprimanding, and. then
dismissed me; considering me probably as
bound, in quality of apprentice, to keep my
master's secrets,

The imprisonment of my brother kindled
my resenlment, notwithstanding our private
quarrels. During its continuance, the ma-
nagement of the paper was entrusted to me,
amd 1 was bold enough to insert some
quinadesagainst the governors; which highly

leased my brother, while others began to

k upon me in an unfavourable point of
view; considering me as a young wity incli-
ned to sative and Jamboon. :

My brother’s enlargement was accom-
panied with an arbitvary order from the

"House of the Assembly, “ That James Frank-
‘lin should no longer print the “ newspaper
“entitled the ¢ New England Courant.” ”  In

this conjuncture, we held a consultation of
our friends at the printing-house, in order
to determine what was to be done. Some
proposed to evade the order, by changing
the title of the paper : but my brother fore-
seeing inconveniences that would result
from this step, thought it better that it
should in future be printed in the name of
Benjamin Franklin; and to avoid the cen-
sure of the Assembly, who might charge
him with still printing the paper himself,
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under the name of his apprentice, it was re-
solved that my old indentures should be
given up to me, with a full and entire dis
charge written on the back, in order to be
produced uwpon an e ney: bat that, to
sceure to my brother the benefit of my ser-
vice, 1 should sign a new contract, which
should be kept seeret during the remainder
of the term. This was a very shallow
avrangement. It was, however, carried mto
immediate execution, and the paper con-
tinued, in consequence, tv make its appear-
ance for some months in my name. At
length a new difference arising between my
brother and me, I ventured to take advan-
tage of my liberty, presuming that he would
not dave to produce the new contract. It
was undoubtedly dishonouwrable to avail
myself of this encumstance, and 1 reckon
this action as one of the first errors of my
life; but I was little capable of estimating
it at its true value, embittered as my mind
had been by the recollection of the blows [
had received. Exclusively of his passionate
trentment of me, my brother was by no
means & man of an il temper, and perhaps
my manners had too much impertinence
not to afford it a very natural pretext.
When he knew that it was my deter-
mination to quit him, he wished to prevent
my finding employment elsewhere. He
went 1o all the printing-houses in the town,
and prejudiced the masters against meg
who accordingly refused fo employ me.
Thes idea then suggested itself to me of
going to New Yok, the pearest town in
which there was a printing office.  Farther
reflection confirmed me in the design of
leaving Boston, where | had already ren-
deved myself an object of suspicion to the
governing party. It was probable, from
the arbitrary proceedings of the Assembly
in the affair of my brother, that, by re-
maining, 1 should scou have been exposed
to difficulties, which 1 had the greater rea-
son to apprehend, as, from my indiscreet
disputes upon the subject of religion, I
began to be regarded by pious souls, with
horvor, either as an apostate or an atheist,
1 came therefore to a resolution : but my
father siding with my brother, I presumed
that if I attempted to depart openly, mea-
swres would be taken to prevent me. My
friend Collins undertook to favour my flight.
He agreed for my passage with the captain
of a New York sloop, to whom he represeated
me as a young man of his acquaintance,
who had an ag'air with a girl of bad cha-
racter, whose parents wished to compel me
to marry her, and of consequence 1 could
neither make my appearance, nor go off
publicly. [ sold part of my books to pro-
cure a small sum of money, and went pri-
vately on board the sloop. By favour of a
guod wind, T found myself in three days at

‘the governor.

New York, nearly three hundred miles from
my home, at the age only of seventeen
vears, without knowing an individual in
the place, and with very little money in my
pucket.

The inclination I had felt for a sea-faring
life was entirely subsided, or I should now
have been able to gratify it; but, having
another trade, and believing myself to be a
tolerable workman, T hesitated nof to offer
my services to the old Mr. William Brad.
ford, who had been the first prioter in
Pennsylvania, but had quitted the provinee
on account of a quarrel with George Keilh,
He conld not give me em-
ployment himself, having little to do, and
already as many persons as he wanted ; but
he told me that lus son, printer at Phila-
delphia, bad lately lost his principal work-
man, Aquila Rose, who was dead, and that
if I would go thither, he believed that he
wonld engage me. Philadelphia was a
hundred miles farther. 1 hesitated not to
embark in a boat in order fo repair, by the
shortest eut of the sea, to Amboy, leaving
my trunk and effects to come after me by
the usual and more tedious conveyance,
In crossing the bay we met with a squall,
which shattered to pieces our rotten sails,
prevented us from entering the Kill, and
threw us upon Long Island.

During the squall, a drunken Dutchman
who, like myself, was a passenzer in the
boat, fell into the sea. At the moment that
he was sinking, 1 seized him by the fore-top,
saved him, and drew him on board. - This
immersion sobered him a little, so that he
fell asleep, after having taken from his
pocket a volame which he requested me to
dry. This volume I found (o be my old
favourite work, Bunyan's Pilgrim, in Dutch,

a beautiful impression on fine paper, with

copper-plate engravings ; a dress in which I
had never seen it in its original language.
I have since learned that it%zas been trans-
lafed into alnost all the languages of Europe,
and, next to the Bible, I am persuaded it is
one of the books that has had the greatest
spread. Honest John is the first, that I
know of, who has mixed narvative and din.
logue together; a mude of writing very en-
gaging to the reader, who in the most in-
teresting passages, finds himself admitted as
it were wito the company, and present at
the conversation, L'e Foe has imitated it
with success in his Robinson Crusoce, his
Moll Flanders, and other works; as also
Richardson in his Pamela, &c,

In approaching the island, we found that
we had made a pact of the coast where it was
not possible to land, onaccount of the strong
breakers produced by the rocky shore.  We
cast anchor and veered the cable toward
the shore.  Some men, who stood uwpon the
brink, halloed to us, while we did the sume
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on our part ; but the wind was so high, and
the waves so noisy, that we could neither of
ud hear each other. There were some
canoes upon the bank, and we called out to
them, made signs to prevail on them to
come amd take us up; but either they did
not understand us, or they deemed our re-
quest impracticable, and withdrew. Night
came on, and nothing remained for uws bat
to wait quietly the subsiding of the wind ;
till when, we determined, that is, the pilot
and 1, tosleep if possible. For that purpose
we went below the hatches along with the
Dutchman, who was drenched with water,
The sea broke over the boat, and reached us
in our retreat, so that we were presently as
completely drenched as he.

e had very little repose during the whole
night ; but the wind abating the next day,
we succeeded in reaching Amboy before it
was dark, after having passed thirty hours
without provisions, and with no other drink
than a bottle of bad rum, the water upon
which we rowed being salt. In the evening
T went to bed with a very violent fever. 1
had somewhere read that cold water, drank
plentifully, was a remedy in such cases. 1
followed the prescription, was in a profuse
sweat for the greater part of the night, and
the fever left me. The next day I crossed
the river in a ferry-boat, and continued my
journey on foot. I had fifty miles to walk,
in order to reach Burlington, where 1 was
told I should find passage-boats that would
convey me to Philadelphia. It rained hard
the whole day, so that I was wet to theskin.
Finding wmyself fatigued about noon, I
stopped at a paltry inn, where 1 passed the
rest of the day and the whole night, beginning
to regret that I had quitted my home. [
mwade besides so wretched a figure, that 1
was suspected to be some runaway servant.
This I discovered by the questions that were
asked me; and I felt that I was every mo-
ment in danger of being taken up as such.
The next day, however, 1 continued my
Journey, and arrvived in the evening at an
inn, eight or ten miles from Burlington, that
was kept by one D, Brown.

This man entered into conversation with
me while I took some refreshment, and per-
‘ceiving that I had read a little, he expressed
towards me considerable interest and
friendship. Our acquaintance continued
during the remainder of his life. T believe
him to have been what is ealled an itinerant
doctor 3 for there was no town in England,
or indeed in Europe, of which he could not
give a particular account. He was peither
deficient in understanding or literature, but
he was a sad infidel ; and, some years after,
wickedly undertook to travesty the Bible,
in burlesque verse, as Cotton has travesticd
Virgil. He exhibited, by this means, many
facts in a very ludicrous point of view,
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which would have glven umbrage to weak
minds, had his work been published, which
it never was.

I spent the night athis house, and reached
Burlington the next morning. On my
arrival, I had the mortification to learn that
the ordinary passage-boats had sailed a
little before. This was on a Saturday, and
there would be no other boat till the Tues-
day following. I returued to the house of
an old woman in the town who bad sold me
some gingerbread to eat on my passage, and
1 asked her advice, She invited me to take
up my abode with her till an opportunity
offered for me to embark. Fatigued with
having travelled so far on foot, 1 accepted
her invitation. When she understood that
I was a printer, she would have persuaded
me to stay at Burlington, and set up my
trade; but she was little aware of the capital
that would be necessary for such a purpose !
1 was treated while at her house with true
hospitality. She gave'me, with the utmost
good-will, a dinner of beef-steaks, and would
nllc-::ept of nothing in return but a pint of
ale.

Here | imagined myself to be fixed till the
Tuesday in the ensuing week ; but, walking
out in the evening by the river side, 1 saw a
boat with a number of persoms in it ap-
proach. It was going to Philadelphia, and
the company took me in. As there was no
wind, we could only make way with our cars.
About midnight, not perceiving the town,
some of the company were of opinion that we
must have passed it, and were unwilling o
row any farther ; the rest not knowing where
we were, it was resolved that we should stop.
We drew towards the shore, entered a creek,
and landed near some old palisades, which
served us for fire-wood, it being a cold night
in October Here we staid till day, when
one of the company found the place in which
we were to be Cooper's Creek, a little above
Fhiladelphia; which, in reality, we perceived
the moment we were out of the creck. We
arrived on Sunday about eight or nine
o'clock in the morning, and landed on Mar-
ket-street wharf,

I have entered into the particulars of my
voyage, and shall, in like manner, describe
my first entrance into the city, that you may
be able to compare beginnings so little auspi.
cious, with the figure I have since made,

On my arrival at Philadelphia 1 was in my
working dress, my best clothes being to come
by sea. 1 was covered with Jirt; my pockets
were filled with shirts and stockings ; 1 was
unacquainted with a single soul in the place,
and knew not where to seek for a lodging.
Fatigued with walking, rowing, and having
passed the night without sleep, 1 was ex-
tremely hungry, and all my money consisted
of a Dutch dollar, and about a shilling’s
worth of coppers, which I gave to the buat-
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men for my passage.  As | had assisted them
in rowing, they vefused it at first ; but I in-
sisted on their taking it. A man is some-
times more generous when he has little, than
when he has much money; probably because,
in the first case, he is desirous of concealing
his poverty.

I walked towards the top of the street,
looking eagerly on both sides, till I came to
Market street, where I met with a child
with a loaf of bread. Often had 1 made
my dinner on dry bread. I enguired where
he had bought it, and weut straight to the
baker’s shop which he pointed out to me.
I asked for some biscuits, expecting to find
such az we had at Bostoa ; but they made,
it seems, none of that sort at Philadelphia.
I then asked for a three-penny loaf.  They
maide no loaves of that price.  Finding my-
self ignorant of the prices, as well as of
the different Kinds of bread, I desived him
to let me have three-pennyworth of bread,
of some kind or other. He gave me three
large volls. I was surprised at receiving so
much : I took them, however, and having
no room in my pockets, T walked on with a
roll under each arm, eating the third. In
this manner 1 went through Market-street
to Fourth-street, and passed the house of
Mr. Read, the father of my future wife.
She was standing at the door, observed me,
and thounght with reason, that 1 made a
wery singular and grotesgque appearance.

Tihen turned the corner, and went throngh
Chesnut-street, eating my roll all the way ;
and having made this round, [ found my-
sclf again on Market-street wharf, near the
boat in which I arrived. 1 stepped into it
to take a draught of the river water ; and,
ﬁl‘_ldi'l:lE mfsh:lf satisfied with my first FD", I
gave the other two to a woman and her
child, who had come down the viver with
us in the boat, and was waiting to coutinue
her journey. Thus rvefreshed, I regained
the street, which was now full of well-
dressed people, all going the same way. [
joined them, and was thus led to a large
Quaker’s wmeeting-house near the market-
place. I szat down with the rest, and, after
locking round me for some time, hearing
nothing eaid, and being drowsy from my
last night’s labour and want of rest, 1 fell
into o sound sleep. In this state I con-
timued till the assembly dispersed, when one
of the congregation bad the goodness to
wake me. This was consequently the first
honse 1 enteved, or in which 1 slept, at
Philadelphia.

1 began again to walk along the
sireet by the river-side; and, looking
attentively in the face of every one I met
with, 1 at leagth perceived a young quaker
whose countenance pleased me. 1 accosted
him, and begzed bim to inform me where a
stranger might find a lodging. We were
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then near the slgn of the Three Mariners.
They receive travellers here, said ke, but it
is not a house that bears a good character ;
if yon will go with me, I will shew you a
better one. He conducted me to the
Crooked Billet, in Water street.  There |
ordered solmething for dinner, and, during
my meal a number of curious gquestions
were put to me; my youth and appear-
ance exciting the suspicion of my being a
runaway. After dinner. my drowsiness re-
turned, and I threw myself upon a bed
without taking off my clothes, and slept
till six o'clock in the evening, when I was
called to supper. | afterwands went to bed
at a very early hour, and did net awake till
next morning,

Assoon as [ got up T put myself in as
decent a trim as 1 could, and wenl to the
house of Andvew Bradford, the printer. I
found his father in the shop, whom 1 had
seen at New York. Having travelled on
horseback, he had arrived at Philadelphia
before me. He introdoced me to his son,
who received me with civility, and gave me
some breakfast, but told me he had no ocea-
sion at present for a journeyman, having
lately procured one.  He added, that there
was another printer newly seitled in the
town of the name of Keimer, who might
perhaps employ me; and that in case of
refusal, T should be welcome to lodge at his
house, and he would give me a little work
n??w and then, till something better should
offer.

The old man offered to introduce me to
the new printer. When we were at his house,
“ Neighbour,” =aid he ¢ I bring you a young
man in the printing business ; perhaps you
may have need of his services.™

Keimer asked me some questions, put a
composing-stick in my hand, to see how I
could work, and then said, that at present he
had nothing for me to do, but that he should
soon be able to employ me. At the same
time taking old Bradford for an inhabitant
of the town well-disposed towards him, he
communicated his project to him, and the
prozpect he bhad of suecess. Bradford was
careful not to discover that he was the father
of the other printer; and from what
Keimer had said, that he hoped shortly to
be in possession of the greater part of the
business of the town, led him by artful ques-
tions, and by starting some difficulties, to
disclose all his views, what his bopes were
founded upon, and how he iutﬂndulhu pro-
ceed.. I was present, and heard it all, 1
instantly saw that one of the two was a
conning old fox, and the other a perfect
novice. Bradford left me with Keimer, who
was strangely surprised when 1 informed
him who the old man was,

1, ound Keimer’s printing materials to
cousist of an old damaged press, and a
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small fount of worn-out English letters,
with which he himself was at work upon an
elegy on Aquila Rose, whom I have men
tioned above, an ingenious young man, and
of an excellent character, highly esteemed
in the town, secretary to the Assembly, and
a very tolerable poet. Keimer also made
verses, but they were indifferent ones. He
could ot be said to write in versey for his
method was to set the lines as they flowed
from his muse; and as he worked without
copy, had but one set of letter-cases, and
the elegy would probably occupy all his
types, it was impossible for any one to
asgist him. 1 endeavoured to put his
press in order, which he had not yet used,
and of which indeed he understood nothing :
and, having promised to come and work off
his elegy as soon as it should be veady, I
returned to the house of Bradford, who gave
mesome trifle to do for the present, for
which I had my board and lodging.

In a few days Keimer sent for me to
print off his elegy. He had now procured
another set of letter-cases, and hada pam-
phlet to re-print, upon which he set me to
work.

The two Philadelphia printers appeared
destitute of every qualification necessar
in their profession. Bradford had not been
brought up to it, and was very illiterate,
Keimer, though he understood a little of
the business, was merely a compositor, and
wholly incapable of working at press. He
had been one of the French prophets, and
knew how to imitate their supernatural agi-
tations. At the time of our first acquain-
tance he professed no particular religion,
but a litile upon all occasions, He was
totally ignorant of the world, and a great
knave at heart, as [ had aflerwards an op-
portunity of experiencing.

Keimer could not endure that, working
with him, I should lodge at Bradford's. He
had indeed a house, but it was unfurnished ;
so that he could not take me in. He
procured me a lodging at Mr. Read’s, his
landlord, whom I have already mentioned,
My trunk and effects being now arrived, I
thought of making, in the eyes of Miss
Read, a more respectable appearance than
when chance exhibited me to her view,
eating my roll, and wandering in the streets,

- From this period 1 began to contract ac-
quaintance with such young people as
were fond of reading, and spent my even-
ings with them agreeably, while at the same
time 1 gained money by my industry, amd,
thanks to my frugality, lived contented.
I thus forgot Boston as much as possible,
and wished every one to be ignorant of the
place of my residence, except my friend Col-
lins, to whom I wrote, and who kept my secret.

An incident however arrived, which sent

me home much sooner than 1 had proposed.
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1 bad a brother-inlaw of the name of
Robert Holmes, master of a trading sloop
from Boston to Delaware. Being at New-
castle, forty miles below Phiadelphia, be
heard of me, and wrote to inform we of
the chagrin which my sudden departure
from Boston had occasioned my parveuts,
and of the affection which they still enter-
tained for me, assuring me that, if 1 would
return, every thing should be adjusted to my
satisfaction ; and he was very pressing in
his entreaties. 1 answered his letter,
thanked him for his advice, and explained
the reasons which had induced me to quit
Boston, with such force and clearness, that
he was convinced I had been less to blame
than he had imagined.

Sir William Keith, governor of the pro-
viuce, was at Newcastle at the time. Cap-
tain Holmes, being by chance in his com.
pany when he received my letter, took occa-
sion to speak of me, and shewed it him,
The governor read it, and appeared sur.
prised when he learned my age. He thought
me, he said, a young man of very promising
talents, and that, of consequence, 1 ought to
be ehcouraged ; that there were at Phila-
delphia none but very ignorant printers, and
that if T were to set up for myself, he had
uo doubt of my success ; that, for his own
E:-.rt, he would procure me all the publie

usiness, and would render me every other
service in his power. My brother-in-luw
related all this to me afterwards at Boston ;
but I knew nothing of it at the time; when
one day Keimer and I, being at work toge- .
ther pear the window, we saw the governor
and another gentleman, Colonel French, of 7
Newcastle, handsomely dressed, cross the
streel, and make directly for our house. We
heard them at the door, and Keimer, believ- .
ing it to be a visit io himself, went imme- .
diately down : but the governor inquired for
me, came up stairs, and, with a condescen--
sion ana politeness to which I had not at all |
been accustomed, paid me many compli--
menis, desired to be acquainted with me,.
obligingly reproached me for not having:
made myself known to him on my arrival in
the town, and wished me to accompany him:

to a tavern, where he and Colonel French:|

were going to taste some excellent Madeiras
wine.

1 was, 1 confess, somewhat surprised, and!
Keimer appeared thunderstruck. 1 went,,
however, with the governor and the eolouel!
to a tavern at the corner of Third-sireet,,
where, while we were drinking the Madeivay,
he proposed to me to establish a printing--
house. He set forth the probabilities off
success, and himself and Colonel Frenel
assured me that 1 should have their protec.
tion and influence in obtaining the printing:
of the public papers of both governments ;.
and as I appeared to doubt whether my fa.




-

THE LIFE OF DR. FRANKLIN.

ther would assist me in this enterprice, Sir
William said that he would give me a letter

to him, in which he would t ihe ad-
van of the scheme, in a light which he
had no doubt would determine him, 1t was

thus concluded that 1 should return to Bos-
ton by the first vessel, with the letter of re-
commendation, from the governor to my
father. Meanwhile the project was to be
kept secret, and I continuned to work for
Keimer as befure,

The governor sent every now and then to
invite me to dine with him. I considered
this as a very great honour ; and 1 was the
more sensible of it, as he conversed with me
in the most affable, familiar, and friendly
manner imaginable,

Towards the end of April, 1724, a small
vessel was ready to sail for Boston. I took
leave of Keimer, upon the pretext of going
to see my pareats. The governor gave me
a long letter, in which he said many flatter-
ing things of me to my father ; and strongly
recommended the project of my seitling at
Philadelphia, as a thing which could net fail
Lo make my fortune,

Going down the bay we struck on a flat,
and sprung a leak. The weather was very
tempestuons, and we were obliged to pump
withoul intermission; I took my turn, We
arrived, however, safe and sound, at Boston,
after about a fortnight's passage.

1 had been absent seven complete months,
and my relations, during that intervaly, had
received no intelligence of me 3 for my bro-
ther-in-law, Holmes, was not yet returned,
amd had not written about me. My unex-
pected appearance surprised the family ;
but they were all delighted at seeing me
again, and, except my brother, welcomed me
home, I went to him at the printing-house.
I was better dressed than I had ever been
while in his service: I bad a complete suit
of clothes, new and meat, 3 watch in my
pocket, and my purse was furnished with
nearly five pounds sterling in money. He
gave me no very civil reception ; and, hav-
ing eyed me from head to foot, resnmed his
work.

The workmen asked me with eagerness
where 1 had been, what sort of a country it
was, and how 1 liked it. 1 spoke in the
highest terms of Philadelphia, the happy life
we led there, and expressed my intention of
going back again. One of them asking
what sort of money we bad, 1 displayed be-
fore them a handful of silver, which 1 drew
fromn my pocket. This was a curiosity to
which they were mnot accustomed, paper
being the current money of Boston. [ failed
not after this to let them see my watch ; and
at last, my brother continuing sullen and
out of humour, 1 gave them a shilling to
drink, and took my leave, This visit stung
my brother to the soul; for when, shortly
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after, my mother spoke to him of a reconci-
liation, and a desire to see us upon good
terme, he told her that I had so insulted him
before his men, that he would never forget
or forgive it : in this, however, he was mis-
taken.

The governor’s letter appeared to excite in
my father some surprise, but he said little.
Atter some days, Captain Holmes being re-
turned, he shewed it him, asking him if he
knew Keith, and what sort of a man be was :
addiog, that, in his opinion, it proved very
little discernment to think of setling up a
boy in business, who, for three years to
come, would not be of age to be vanked in the
class of men. Holmes said every thing he
could in favour of the scheme ; but my fa-
ther firmly maintained its absurdity, and at
last gave a positive refusal. He wrote,
however, a civil letter to Sir William, thank-
ing him for the protection he had so oblig-
ingly offered me, but refusing to assist me
for the present, becaunse he thought me too
young to be entrusted with the conduct of
s0 important an enterprize, and which
would require so considerable a sum  of
money.

My old comrade, Colling, who was a clerk
in the post-oifice, charmed with the acconnt
I gave of my new residence, expressed a
desire of going thither ; and, while I waited
my father’s determination, he set off before
me by land for Rhode Island, leaving his
books, which formed-a handsome collection
in mathematics and natural philosophy, to
be conveyed with mine to New York, where
ke proposed to wait for me.

My father, though he could not approve
Sir William's proposal, was yet pleased that
1 had obtained so advantagous a recommen-
dation as that of a person of his rank, and
that my industry and economy had enabled
me to equip myself so handsomely in so -
short a period. ing no appearance of
accommodating matters between my brother
and me, he consented to my return Lo Phila-
delphia, advised me to be civil to every body,
to endeavour to obtain general esteem, and
avoid sative and sarcasmy to which he thought
1 was too much inclined ; adding that with
perseverance and prudent economy, 1 might
by the time I became of age, save enough to
establish myself in business ; and thatif a
small sum should then be wanting, he would
undertake to supply it.

This was all I could obtain from him, ex-
cept some trifling presents, in token of friend-
ship from him and my mother. 1 embarked
once more for New York, furnished at this
time with their approbation and blessing.
The sloop haviug touched ar Newport, in
Rhode Island, I paid a wisit to my brother
John, who had for some years been settled
there, and was married. He bad always been
attached to me, and he received me with
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great affection. One of his friends, whose
name was Vernon, having a debt of about
thirty-six pounds due to him in Pennsylva-
nin, begged me to receive it for him, and
to keep the money till 1 should hear from
him : accordingly he gave me an order for
that purpose. This affair occasioned we, in
the sequel, much uneasiness,

At Newport we took on board a number of
passengers ; among whom were two young
women, and a grave and sensible quaker
lady with her servants. 1 had shewn an ob-
liging furwardness in rendering the quaker
some trifling services, which led her, pro-
bahly, to feel an interest in my welfare : for
when she saw a familiarvity take place, and
every day increase, between the two youn
women and me, she took me aside, and said,
“ Young man, I am in pain for thee. Thou
hast no parent to watch over thy conduct,
and thon seemest to be ignorant of the world,
und the snares to which youth is exposed.
Rely upon what 1 tell thee : those are women
of bad chavacters; 1 perceive it in all their
actions. If thou dost not take care, they
will lead thee into danger. They are stran-
gers to thee; and 1 advise thee, by the
friendly interest 1 take in thy preservation,
to form no connection with them.” Asl
appeared at first not to think quite so ill of
them as she did, she related many things she
had zeen and heard, which had escaped my
attention, but which convinced me that she
was in the right. [ thanked her for her ob-
liging advice, and promised to follow it.

When we arrived at New York, they in-
formed me where they lodged, and invited
me to come and see them, 1 did not how-
ever go, aml it was well 1 did nui ; for the
next day, the captain, missing a silver spoon
and some other things which had been taken
from the cabin, and knowing these women
to be prostitutes, procured a search-war-
rant, found the stolen goods upon them,
amd had them punished. And thus, after
luving been suved from one yock concealed
under water, wpon which the vessel struck
during our passage, I escaped another of a
still more dangerous nature.

At New York [ fonud my friend Collins,
whao had arvived some time before.  We had
heen intimate from our infancy, and had read
*he same books together; but he had the
advautage of being able to devote more time
to reading and study, and an astonishing
digposition for mathematics, in which he
left me far behind him. When at Boston, [
had been accustomed to pass with him
almost all my leisure hours. He was
then a sober and industrious lad ; his
knowledge bad gained him a very general
esteem, and he seemed to promise to make an
advantageous figure in suciety. But, during
my absence, he had uefortunately addicted
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himself to brandy, and I learned, as well
from himself as from the report of others,
that every day since his arrival at New
York he had been intoxicated, and had
acted in a very extravagant manner. He had
also played and lost all his money; so that
I was oliged to pay his expenses at the inn;
and to maintain him during the rest of his
journey; a burthen that was very incon
venient to me. :

The governor of New York, whose name
was Bernet, hearing the captain say, that a
young man who was a passenger in his
ship bad a great number of books, begged
him to bring me to hiz house. 1 accond-
ingly went, and should have taken Collins
with me, had he been sober. The governor
treated me with great civility, shewed me
his library, which was a very considerable
one, and we talked for some time upon
books and authors. This was the second
governor who had honoured me with his
attention ; and, toa poor boy, as T was then,
these little adventures did not fail to be
pleasing.

We arrived at Philadelphia. On the way
I received Vernon's money, without which
we should have been anable to have finished
our journey.

Collins wished to get employment as a
merchant's elerk ; but either his breath or
his countenance betrayed his bad habit : for
though he had recommendations, he met
with no suceess, and continued to lodge and
eat with me, and at my expense. Knowing
that 1 bad Vernon's money, he was conti-
nually asking me to lend him some of it,
promising to repay me as soon as he should
get employment. At last he had drawn so
much of thi. money, that [ was extremely
alarmed at what might become of me, should
he fail to make good the deficiency. His
habit of drinking did not at all diminish,
and was a frequent source of discord be-
tween us; for when he had drank a little too
much, he was very headstrong.

Being one day in a boat together, on the
Delaware, with some other young persons,
he refused to take his turn in rowing. “ You
shall row for me,” said he, “till we get
home."—* No," I replied, % we will not row
for you."—* You shall,” said he, “or re-
main upon the water all night."—¢ As vou
please.” % Let us row,” said the rest of the
company ; “ what signifies whether he as.
sists or nol.  Bul, already angry with him
for his conduct in other respects, 1 persist-
ed in my refusal. He then swore that he
would make me row, or would throw me out

of the boat; and he made up to me. As

soon as he was withio my reach, 1 took him
by the collar, gave him a violent thrust, and
threw him head foremest into the river. 1

knew that be was a good swimmer, and was |
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therefore under no apprehensions for his life.
Before he could turn himself, we were able,
by a few strokes of owr oars, to place our-
selves out of his reach; and, wheonever he
touched the boat, we asked him if he would
row, striking his hands at the same time
with the oars to make him let go his hold.
He was nearly suffocated with rage, but ob-
stinately vefused making any promise to
row. Perceiving, at length, that his strength
began to be exhausted, we took him into the
boat, and conveyed him home in the evening
completely drenched. The utmost colduess
subsisted between us after this adventure.
At last the captain of a West-India ship,
who was commissioned to procure a tutor
for the children of a gentleman at Barba-
does, meeting with Collins, offered him the
place. He accepted it, and took his leave
of me, promising fto discharge the debt he
owed me with the first money he should re-
cewve ; but 1 have heard nothing of him
sice.

The violation of the frust reposed in me
by Vernon, was one of the first great errors

my life; and it proves that my father
was not mistaken when he sapposed me too
young to be entrusted with the management
of important affairs. But Sir William, upon
reading his letter, thought him too prudent.
There was a difference, he said, between in-
dividuals : years of maturity were not al-
ways accompanied with discretion, neither
was youth in every instance devoid of it.
@ Since your father,” added he, ¢ will not
set you up in business, I will do it myself.
Make out a list of what will be wanted from
England; and I will send for the articles.
You shall repay me when you can. I am
determined to have a good prinier here, and
I am sure you will succeed.” This was
said with so much seeming cordiality, that
I suspected not for an instant the sincerity of
the offer. 1 had hitherto kept the project,
with which Sir William had inspired me, of
geitling in business, a secrct at Philadelphia,
and [ still continued to do so. Had my re-
liance on the government been known, some
friend, beiter acquainted with his character
than myself, would doubtless have advised
me not to trust himj; for I afterwards
learned that he was universally known to be
liberal of promises, when he had no inten-
tion to perform.  But having never solicited
him, how could I suppose his offers to be
deceitful - On the contrary, T believed him
iv be the best man in the world.

I gave him an inventory of a small print-
ing-utfice ; the expense of which I had cal-
cufated at about a hundred poumds sterling.
e expressed his approbation ; but asked,
i my presence in England, that I might
choose the characters myself, and see that
every article was good in its kind, would not
be an ndﬁautage! % You would slso be

able,” said he, * to form some acquaintance
there, and establish a correspondence with
stationers amd booksellers.” This I acknow-
ledged was desirable. ¢ That being the
case,” added he, “ hold yourself in readiness
to go with the Annis.” This was the annual
vessel, and the only one, at that time, which
made regular voyages between the ports of
London and Philadelphia. But the Annis
was not to sail for some months. 1 there-
fore continued to work with Keimer, un
happy respecting the sum which Collins had
drawn from me, and almost in continual
agony at the thoughts of Vernon, who for
tunately made no demand of his money till
several years after.

In the account of my first voyage from
Buston to Philadelphia, I omitted, I believe,
a trifling circumstance, which will not, per-
haps, be out of place here. During a calm,
which stopped us above Block lsland, the
crew employed themselves in fishing for
cod, of which they caught a great number.
I had hitherto adhered to my resolution of
not eating any thing that possessed life;
and I consideved, on this occasion, agree-
ably to the maxims of my master Tyron, the
capture of every fish as a sort of murder,
committed without provecation, since these
animals had neither done, nor were capable
of doing, the smallest injury to any one that,
should justify the measure. This mode of
reasoning 1 conceived to be unanswerable,
Beanwhile, I had formerly been extremel
fond of fish ; aid, when one of these
was taken out of the frying-pan, I thought
its flavour delicions. 1 hesitated some time
between principle and inclination, till at
last recollecting, that when the cod had been
opened, some simall fish were found in its
belly, 1 said to myself, if you eat one ano-
ther, 1 see no reason why we may not eat
you. I accordingly dined on the cod with
no small degree of pleasure, and have since
continued to eat like the rest of mankind,
relurnin{lﬂn’ly occasionally to my vegetable
plan. ow convenient does it prove to be
& rational animal, thal knows how to find or
invent a plausible pretext for whatever it
has an inclination to do.

I continued to live upon good terms with
Keimer, who had not the smallest suspicion
of my prujected establishment. He still re-
tained a portion of his former enthusiasm ;
and, being fond of argument, we frequently
disputed together. 1 was so much in the
habit of using my Socratic method, and had
so frequently puzzied him by my questions,
which appeared at first very distant from
the point in debate, yet, nevertheless, led to
it by degrees, mvolving him in difficultics
and contradictions from which he was unpa-
ble to extricate himself, that he became at
last ridiculously cautious, and would scarce-
ly answer the most plain and familiar ques.
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sion without previously asking me—What
wonld you infer from that? Hence he
furmed so high an opinion of my talents for
refutation, that he seriously propozed to me
to become his colleague in the establishment
of & new refigions sect.  He was to propa-
Fatﬁ the doctrine by preaching, and 1 to re-
ule every oppouent.

When he explained to me his tenets, 1
found many absurdities which I refused to
admit, unless he would agree in twrn Lo
adopt some of my opinions. Keimer wore
his beard long, because Moses had some-
where said, “ Thou shalt not mar the cor-
pers of thy beurd.” He likewise observed
the Sabbath ; and these were with him two
very essential points. [ disliked them both 5
but I consented to adopt them, provided he
wonld agree to abstain from animal food.
¢ I doubi,” said he, * whether my constitu-
tion will be able to support it.” 1 assured
him, on the contrary, that he would fnd
himself the better for it. He was naturally
a glutton, and I wished to amuse myself by
starving him. He consented to make frial
of this regimen, if | would bear him com-
pany ; and, in reality, we continued it for
three months, A woman in the neighbouy-
hood prepared amd brought us our victuals,
to whom I gave a list of forty dishes ; in the
composition of which there entered neither
flesh nor fish. This fancy was the more
agreeable to e, as it turned to good ac-
connt ; for the whole expense of our living
did not exceed for each eighteen-pence a
week.

I have since that peviod observed several
Lents with the greatest strictness, and have
suddenly returned again to my ordinary
diet, without experiencing the smallest in-
convenience ; which has led me to regard
as of no importance the advice commonly
given, of intraducing gradually such altera-
tions of vegimen.

I coutinued it cheerfully 3 but poor Kei-
mer suffered terribly. Tired of the project,
he sighed for the flesh-pots of Egypt. At
length he ordered a roast pig, and invited
me and two of ouvr female acquaintance to
dine with him ; but the pig being ready a
little too soon, he could not resist the temp-
tation, and eat it all up hefore we arrived.

During the circumstances 1 have related,
I had paid some attentions to Miss Read. ]
entertained for her the nimost esteem and
affection ; and 1 had reason to believe that
these = ntiments were mutual. But we were
both young, scarcely more than eighteen
years of age ; and, as I was on the point of
undertaking a long voyage, her mother
thought it prodent to prevent matters being
carried on too far for the present, judging
that, if marriage was our object, there would
be morepropriety in it after my veturn, whea,
as at least I expected, I should beestablished

in my buosiness, Perhaps also she thought
that my expectations were not so well found-
ed as 1 imasined.

My most intimate acquaintance at this
time were Charles Oshorne, Joseph Watson,
aud Jemes Ralph; young men who were ail
fond of reading. The two first were clerks
to Me. Charles Brockdon, one of the privei-
pal attorneys in the town, and the other
clerk to a merchant. Watson was an up-
right, pious, and sensible young wman: the
others were somewhat more loose in their
principles of religion, particularly Ralph,
whose faiith, as well as that of Collins, 1 had
contributed to shake ; each of whom made
me suffer a very adequate pumishment,
Osborne was sensible, and sincere and affec-
tionate in his friendships, but too much in-
clined to the critic in matters of literature,
Ralph was ingenuous and shrewd, genteel in
his address, and extremely eloguent, 1 do
not remember to have met with a moreagree-
able speaker.  They were both enamoured
of the muses, and had already evinced their
passion by some small poetical productions,

It was a custom with us to take a charm-
ing walk on Sundays, in the woods that
border the Skuylkil. Here we read together,
amd afterwards conversed on what we read.
Ralphwasdisposed to give himself up entire-
lyto poetry. He flattered himself that he should
arrive at great eminence in the ari, and even
acquire a fortune,  The sublimest poets, he
pretended, when they first began to write,
committed as many faults as himself, Os-
borne endeavoured to dissuade him, by
assuring him that he had no genius for
poetry, and advised him to stick to the trade
i which he had been brought up. “ In the
road of commerce,” said he, “ you will be
sure, by diligence and assiduity, though you
have no ml'pital, of 5o far B“(_‘(‘Eﬁdiﬁg' as to
be employed as a factor; and may thus, in
time, acquire the means of sctting up for
yowrselt.,” T concorred in these sentiments,
but at the same time expressed my appro-
bation of amusing vurselves sometimes with
poetry, with a view lo improve our style,
In consequence of this it was proposed, that,
at our next meeting, each of us should bring
a copy of verses of his own composition,
Our object in this competition was to benefil
each other by our mutual remarks, criti-
cisms, amd corrections ; and as style and
expression weres all we had in view, we ex-
cluded every idea of invention, by agreeing
that our task should be a version of the
eighteenth psalm, in which is deseribed the
descent of the Deity.

The time of our meeting drew near, when
Ralph called upon me, and told me that his
performance was ready. I informed him that
1 had been idle, and, not much liking ihe
task, had done noihing. He shewed me his
piece, and asked me what 1 thought of it. 1
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expressed myself in teyms of warm appro-
bation ; because it really appesred to have
considerable merit. He then said,  Osborne
will never acknowledge the smallest degree
of excellence in any production of mine.
Euvy alone dictates to him a thounsand
animadversions. OF you he is not so jea-
lous: I wish, therefore, you would take the
verses, and produce them as your own. [
will pretend not to have had leisure to
write any thing. We shall then see in
what manner he will speak of them. T
agreed to this little artifice, and immediately
trapscribed the verses to prevent all suspi-
Clon.

We met. Watson's performance was the
first that was vead. It had some beauties,
but many faults,. We next read Osborne’s,
which was much better. Ralph did it jus-
tice, remarking a few imperfections, and
applauding such parts as were excellent.
He had himself nothing to shew. It was
now my turn. | made some difficulty;
seemed asz if ¥ wished to be excosed; pre-
tended that 1 had no time to make correc-
tivns, &c. No excuse, however, was admis-
#ible, and the piece must be produced. It
was read and re-read.  Watson and Oshorne
immediately resigued the palm, and united
in applanding it.  Ralph alone made a few
remarks, and proposed some alterations; but
I defended my text. Osborne agreed with
me, and told Ralph that he was no more able
to criticise than he was able to write.

When Osborne was alone with me, he
expressed himself still more strongly in fa-
vour of what he considered as my perform-
ance, He pretended that he had put some
restraint on himself before, apprehensive
of my construing his commendations into
flattery.  “ But who would have supposed,”
said he, ® Franklin to be capable of such a
composition > What painting, what energy,
what fire! He has surpassed the original.
* In his common conversation he appears not
to have a choice of words; he hesitates,
and isat a loss; and yet, good God, how he
writes ™

At our next meeting Ralph discovered the
trick we had played Osborne, who was ral-
lied withont mercy.

By this adventure Ralph was fixed in his
resolution of becoming a poet. I left no-
thing unattempted to divert him from his
purpose ; but he persevered, till at lust the
reading of Pope* effected his cure : he be-
came, however, a very tolerable prose writer.
1 shall speak more of him hereafter ; butas I
shall probably have no further oceasion to
mention the o ther two, I ought to ghserve

by thglb]&r the Duncian, where we find him thus
mmmortalized by the author ;

Silence, ye wolves, while Ralph to Cynthia howls,
Aund makes night hideous: answer hirm, ye owls !
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here, that Watson died a few years after mn
my arms. He was greatly regretted; for
he was the best of our society. Osborne
went to the islands, where he gained consi-
derable reputation as a barrister, and was
getting money ; but he died younz, We
had seriously engaged, that whoever died
first should return, if possible, and paya
friendly visit to the survivor, to give hin an
accouiit of the other world ; but he has ne-
ver fulfilled his engagement.

The governor appeared to be fond of my
company, and frequently invited me to his
house. He always spoke of his intention of
ﬁrttliug me in business as a poiot that was
decided. 1 was to take with me letters of
recommendation to a number of his friewds ;
and particularly a letter of eredit, in order
to obtain the necessary sum for the purchas=
of my press, types, and paper. He appo.at
ed various times for me to come for these
letters, which would eertainly be ready ; and
:hen I came, always put me off to another

ay.

These successive delays continned till the
vessel, whose departure had been several
times deferred, wag on the point of setting
sail ; when 1 again went to Sir William's
house, to receive my letters and take leave
of him. I saw his secretary, Dr. Bard, who
told me, that the governor was extremely
busy writing, but that he would be down at
Newcastle before the vessel, and that the
letters would be delivered to me there.

Ralph, though ke was married, and had a
child, determined to accompany me in this
voyage. His object was supposed to be the
establishing a correspondence with some
mercantile houses, in order to sell goods by
commission 3 but 1 afterwards learned that,
having reason to be dissatisfied with the pa-
rents of his wife, he proposed to himself to
leave her on their hands, and never return
to America again.

Having taken leave of my friends, and
interchanged promises of fidelity with Miss
Read, I quitted Philadelphia. At Newcastle
the vessel came to anchor. The governor
was arrived, and I went to his lodgings. His
secretary received me with great civility,
told me, on the part of the governor, that he
could not see me then, as he was engaged in
affairs of the utmost importance, but that
he would send the letters on board, and that
he wished me, with all his heart, a good
voyage, and specdy return. I returned,
somewhat astonished, to the ship, but still
without entertaining the slightest suspicion.

Mr. Hamilton, a celebrated barrister of
Philadelphia, had taken a passage to Eng-
land for himself and his son, and, in con-
junction with Mr. Denham, a quaker, and
Messrs. Oniam and Russel, proprictors of a
forge in Maryland, had agreed for the whole
cabin, so that Ralph and T were obliged to

Ke
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take up our lodging with the crew. Being
unknown to every body in the ship, we were
ooked upon as of the common order of peo-
ple: but Mr. Hamilton and his son (it was
James, who was afterwards governor) left us
at Newcastle, and returned to Philadelphia,
where he was recalled at a very great ex-
ruuse, to plend the cause of a vessel that
1ad been seized ; and just as we were about
to sail, Colonel French came on board, and
shewed me many civilities, The passengers
upon this paid me more attention, and 1 was
mvited, together with my friend Ralph, to
occupy the placein the cabin which the re-
turn of the Mr. Hamiltons had made vacsat;
an offer which we very readily accepted.

Having learned that the dispatches of the
governor had been brought on board by
Colonel French, 1 asked the captain for the
letters that were to be entrusted to my care.
He told me that they were all put together
in a bag, which he could not open al pre-
sent 3 but before we reached England, he
would give me an opportunity of taking
them out. 1 was satistied with this answer,
and we pursued our voyage.

The company in the cabin were all very
sociable, and we were perfectly well off as to
provisions, as we had the advantage of the
whole of Mr. Hamilton's, who had laid in a
very plentiful stock, During the passage,
Mr. Denham contracted a friendship for me,
which ended only with his life. in other
respecis the voyage was by no means an
agreeable one, as we had much bad wea-
ther.

When we arrived in the river, the captain
wasg as pood as his word, and allowed me to
search in the bag for the governor's letters.
I could not find a single one with my name
written on it, as commilted to my carve 5 but
I selected six or seven, which I judged from
the divection to be those that were in-
tended for me; particalarly one to Mr.
Basket, the king's printer, and another to a
stationer, who was the first person I called
upon. I delivered him the letter as coming
from Governor Keith. “ I have no acquaint-
apce,” said he, “ with any such person;”
and opening the letter, * Oh, it is from Rid-
dlesden I he exclaimed. 1 have lately
discovered him to be a very arrant knave,
and wish to have nothing to do either with
him or his letters,” He instantly put the
letter into my hand, twrned upon his heel,
aud left me, to serve some custumers.

I was astonished at finding these letters
were mot from the governor. Reflecting,
and puiting circomstances together, 1 then
began to doubt his sincerity. 1 rejoined my
friend Denham, and velated the whole affair
to him. He let me at once into Keith's ¢ha
racter, told me there was not the least proba-
bility of his lmving written a single letter ;
that no one who kuew him ever p%acad any

reliance on him, and laughed at my credul
lity in supposing that the governor would
give me a letter of credit, when he had no
eredit for himself. As I shewed some
uneasiness respecting what step I should
take, he advised me to try to get employ.
ment in the house of some printer. “ You
may there,” said he, “improve yourself ip
business, and you will be able to settle your

self the more advantageously when you re
turn to America.”

We knew already, as well as the stationer,
attorney Riddlesden to be a knave. He had
nearly ruined the father of Miss Read, by
drawing him in to be his security. We
learne 1 from his letter, that he was secretly
carry'ng on an intrigue, in concert with the
governor, to the prejudice of Mr. Hamilton,
who, it was supposed, would, by this time,
be in Europe. Denham, who was Hamil-
ton's friend, was of opinion that he ought to
be made acquainied with it ; and, in reality,
the instant he arrived in England, which was
very soon after, I waited on him, and, as
much from good-will to him, as from resent-
ment against the governor, put the letter
into hiz hands. He thanked me very sin-
cerely, the information it contained being of
congequence to him ; and from that momem
bestowed on me his friendship, which after
wards proved, on many occasions, service-
able to me.

But what ave we to think of a governor
who could play so scurvy a trick, and thus
grossly deceive a poor young lad, wholly
destitute of experience? It wasa practice
with him. Wishing to please every body
and having little to bestow, he was lavish o
promises. He was, in other respects, sensi.
ble and judicious, a very tolerable writer
and a good governor for the people ; though
not so ®r the proprietaries, whose instruc-
tions he frequently disremarded. Many of
our best laws were his work, and establish-
ed during bis administration.

Ralph and I were inseparable com panions.
We took a lodging together at three and
sixpence a-week, which was as much as we
could afford. He met with some relations
in London, but they were poor, and not able
to assist him. He now, for the first time,
informed me of his intenfion to remain in
England, and that he had no thoughts of
ever returning to Philadelphia. He was
totally without money; the little he had
been able to raise haviog bavely sufficed for
his passage. 1 had still fifteen pistoles re-
maining; and to me he had from time to
time recourse, while he tried to get employ
ment.

At first believing himself possessed of ta
lents for the stage, he thought of turning
actor; but Wilkes, to whom he applied,
frankly advised him to rencunce the idea,
as 1t was impussible be should succeed. Ha
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next proposed to Roberts, a bookseller in
Paternoster-row, to write a weekly paper in
the manner of the Spectator, upen terms to
which Roberts would not hsten. Iaslly, he
endeavoured to procure employment as a
copyist, and applied to the lawyers and sta-
twoners about the Temple, but he could find
no vacancy.

Ag to myself, T immediately got engaged
at Palmer's, at that time a noted priuter in
Bartholomew-close, with whom I continued
nearly a year. 1 applied very assiduously
to my work ; but I expended with Ralph
almost all that I earned. Plays, and other
places of amusement which we frequented
together, having exhausted my pistoles, we
lived after this from hand to mouth. He
appeared to have entively forgotten his wife
and child, as I also, by degrees, forgot my
engagements with Miss Read, to whom 1
never wrote more than one letter, and that
merely to inform her that I was not likely to
return soon. This was another grand ervor
of my life, which I should be desirous of
correcling, were [ to begin my career again,

1 was employed at Palmer's on the second
edition of Woolaston’s Religion of Nature.
Some of his arguments appearing to me not
to be well-founded, 1 wrote a small meta-
physical treatise, in which I animadverted
on those passages. It was intitled, a % Dis-
sertation on Liberty and Necessity, Pleasure
and Pain.” I dedicated it to my firiend
Ralph, and printed a small number of co-
pies. Palmer, upon this, treated me with
more consideration, and regarded me as a
young man of talents ; though he seriously
took me to task for the principles of my
pamphlet, which he locked upon as abo-
minable. The printing of this work was
another error of my life.

While I lodged in Little Britain, I formed
an acquaintance with a bookseller of the
name of Wilcox, whose shop was next door
to me. Circulating libravies were not then
in use. He had an immense collection of
books of all sorts. We agreed that, for a
reasonable retribution, of which I have now
forgotten the price, I should have free ac-
cess to his library, and take what books I
pleased, which I was to veturn when I had
read them. 1 considered this agreement as
a very great advantage ; and I derived from
it as much benefit as was in my power.

My pamphlet falling into the hands of a
surgeon, of the name of Lyons, author of a
book intitled, * Infallibility of Human Judg-
ment,” was the occasion of a considerable
intimacy between us. He expressed great
esteem for me, came frequently to see me,
in order to converse upon metaphysical sub-
jects, and introduced me to Dr. Mandeville,
author of the Fable of the Bees, who had
instituted a club at a tavern in Cheapside, of
which he was the soul ; he was a facet
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and very amusing character. He aleo in-
troduced me, at Batson’s coffee-house, to
Dr. Pemberton, who promised to give me
an opportunity of seeing Sir Isaac Newton,
which I very ardently desired; but he never
kept his word.

I had brought some curiosities with me
from America ; the principal of which was
a purse made of the abestos, which fire only
purifies. Sir Hans Sloane hearing of it,
called upon me, and invited me to his house
in Bloomsbury-square ; where, after shew-
ing me every thing that was eurious, he
prevailed on me to add this pieee to his col-
lection, for which he paid me very hand-
somely,

There lodged in the same house with us
a young woman, a milliner, who had a shop
by the side of the Exchange. Lively and
sensible, and having received an education
somewhat above her rank, her conversation
was very agreeable. Ralph read plays to
her every evening. They became intimate.
She took another lodgzing, and he followed
her. They lived for some time together;
but Ralph being without employment, she
having a child, and the profits of her busi-
ness not suflicing for the maintenance of
three, he resolved to quit London, and try a
country school. This was a plan in which
he thought himself likely to succeed, as he
wrote a fine hand, and was versed in arith-
metic and accounts. But, considering the
office as beneath him, and expecting some
day to make a better figure in the world,
when he should be ashamed of its being
known that he bad exercised a profession so
little honourable, he changed his name, and
did me the honour of assuming mine. He
wrote to me soon after his departure, in-
forming me that he was settled at a small
village in Berkshire. In his letter he vecom
meuded Mrs. T., the milliner, to my care,
and requested an answer, dirccted to Mr.
Franklin, schoolmaster, at N#=%,

He continued to write to me frequently,
sending me large fragments of an epic poem
he was composing, and which he requested
me to eriticise and correct. 1 did so, but
not without endeavouring to prevail on him
to renounce this pursuit. Young had just
published one of his Satires. 1 copied and
sent him a great part of it; in which the
anthor demonstrates the folly of cultivating
the muses, from the hope, by their instiu-
mentality, of rising in the world. It was
all to no purpose; paper after paper of his
peem continued to arrive every post,

Meanwhile Mrs, T#*### having lost, on his
account, both her friends and busines s, wus
frequently in distress.  In this dilemma, she
had recourse to me; aml, to extricate hep
from her difficulties, T lent her all the money
1 could spare. 1 felt a little too much fond-
ness for Having at that time no ties
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of religion, uwnd, taking advantage of her
necessitous situation, I attempted liberties,
(another error of my life,) which she repelled
with becoming indignation. She informed
Ralph of my conduct, and the affair occa-
stioned a breach between us.  Whea he re-
twrned to London, he gave me to under.
stand, that he considered all the obligations
he owed me as annihilated by this proceed-
g ; whence I concluded that I was never
to expect the payment of what money 1 had
lent him, or advanced on his account. I
was the less afllicted at this, as he was
wholly unable to pay me ; aud ag, by losing
his friendship, 1 was relieved at the same
time from a very heavy burden.

I now began to think of laying by some
money. The printing-house of Watts, near
Lincoln’s-inn-fields, being a still more con-
siderable one than that in which 1 worked,
it was probable 1 might find it more advan-
tageous to be employed there. 1 offered
myself, and was accepted ; and in this house
I continued during the remainder of my siay
in London.

On my entrance, I worked at first as a

ressman, conceiving that I had need of
ulily exercise, 1o which I had been accus-
tomed in America, where the printers work
alternately as compositors and at the press.
I drank npothing but water. The other
workmen, to the number of about fifty, were
great drinkers of beer, I ecarried oecasion-
ally a large form of letters in each hand, up
and down stairs, while the rest employed
both hands to carry one, They were sur-
prised to see, by this and many other exam-
Pples, that the American Aquatic, as they
used to call me, was stronger than those
who drank porier. The beer-boy had sufli-
cient employment during the whole day in
serving that house alone. My fellow-press-
man drank every day a pint of beer before
breakfast, a pint with bread and cheese for
breakfast, one between breakfast and dinner,
one at dinner, one again about six o'clock
in the afternoon, and another after he had
finished his day’s work. This custom ap-
reil to me abominable 5 but he had need,
said, of all this beer, in order to acquire
strength to worl,

I emdeavoured to convince him that the
bodily strength furnished by the beer could
only be in proportion to the solid part of
the barley dissolved in the water of which
the beer was composed 5 that there was a
larger portion of Hounr in a penny loaf, awd
that consequently iff he ate this loaf, and
drank a pint of water with it, he would de-
rive more strength from it than from a pint
of beer. This reasoning, however, did not
prevent him from drinking his accustomed

uantity of beer, and paying every Satur-
:}uy night a scove of four or five shillings a
wewk [or this cursed beverage ; an expence
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from which I was wholly exempt. Thes
do these poor devils continue all their lives
in a state of voluntary wretchedness and po-
verty.

At the end of a few weeks, Watts having
occcnsion for me above stars as a compo-
sitor, I quitted the press. The compositors
demanded of me garnish-money afiresh—
This | considered as an imposition, having
already paid below. The master was of the
same opinion, and desired me pot to com-
ply. 1 thus remained two or three weeks
out of the fiaternity. I was consequently
looked wpon as excommunicated ; and when-
ever I was absent, no little trick that ma-
lice could suggest was left unpractised upon
me. 1 found my letters mixed, my pages
transposed, my matter broken, &ec. &c. all
which was attributed to the spirit that
haunted the chapel,* and tormented those
that were not regularly admitted. 1 wasat
last obliged to submit to pay, nutwithstand-
ing the protection of the master ; convinced
of the fully of not keeping up a good une.
derstanding with those among whom we are
destined to live.

After this 1 lived in the utmost harmony
with my fellow-labourers, and soon acquired
considerable influence among them. 1 pro-
posed some alteration in the laws of the
chapel, which 1 carvied without opposition,
My example prevailed with several of them
to renounce their abominable practice of
bread and cheese with beer ; and they pro-
cured, like me, from a neighbouring house,
a good basin of warm gruel, in which was a
small slice of butter, with toasted hread and
nutmer, This was a much better break-
fast, which did not cost more than a pint of
beer, namely, three-halfpence, and, at the
same time, preserved the head cleaver—
Thoze who continued o gorge themselves
with beery, often lost their credit with the
publican, from neglecting to pay their score,
They had then recourse to me (o become se-
curity for them, fheir light, as they used to
call it, being out. 1 attended at the pay-
table every Saturday evening, to take up
the little sum which I had made myszelf an-
swerable fory, and which sometimes amounted
to nearly thirty shillings a week.

This circamstance, added to my reputa
tion of being a tolerable gouvd gabber, or, in
other words, skilful in the art of burlesque,
kept uwp my importance in the chapel, |
had, besides, rvecommended myself to the
esteem of my master by my assiduous appli-
cation to business, uever observing Saiul
Monday. My extraordinary quickiess in
composing always procured me sech work
as was most wrgenl, and which is commonly

weral are thms depomi-

he “spiric™ they call &

* Printing-houses in
nated by the workmen,
the pame of * R:a.iyll."'
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best paid ; and thus my thme passed away
in a very plemut manner.
My lodging in Little Britain being too far

from the printing-house, I took another in’

Duke-street, opposite the Roman Catholic
chapel. It was at the back of an Italian
warchouse : the house was kept by a widow,
who had a daughter, a servant, and a shop-
boy ; but the latter slept out of the house.
After sending to the people with whom 1
lodged in Little Britain to inguire into my
character, she agreed to take me in at the
same price, three and sixpence a week ; con-
tenting herself, she said, with so little, be-
cause of the security she should derive, as
they were all women, from having a man-
lodger in the house.

She was a woman rather advanced in life,
the daughter of a clergyman.  She had been
educated a Protestant ; but her husband,
whose memory she highly revered, had con-
verted her to the Catholic mligiun. She
had lived in habits of intimacy with persons
of distinction ; of whom she knew various
anecdotes as far back as the time of Charles
Il. Being subject to fits of the gout, which
often confined her to her room, she was some-
times disposed to see company. Her's was
s0 amusing (0 me, that I was glad to pass
the evening with her as often as she desired
it. Qur supper consisted only of half an
anchovy apiece, upon a slice of bread and
butter, with half a pint of ale between us;
but the entertainment was n her conversa-
tion.

The early hours T kept, and the httle
trouble T occasioned in the family, made her
loth to part with me; aml when 1 men-
tioned another lodging I had found, nearer
the printing-house, at two shillings a week,
which fell in with my plan of saving, she
persnaded me to give it up, making herself
an ahatement of two shillings ; and thus 1
continued to lodge with her, during the re-
mainder of my abode in Londow, at cigh-
teen-pence a week,

In a garret of the house there lived, in a
most retired manner, a lady seventy years of
age, of whom I received the following ac-
count from my landlady :—She was a Roman
Catholic. In her early years she had been
gent to the continent, and entered o convent
with the design of becoming a nun ; but the
climate not agreeing with her constitution,
she was obliged to return to England, where,
as there were no monasteries, she made a vow
to lead a monastic life, in as rigid a manner
as circumstances would permit. She ac-
cordingly disposed of all her property, to
be applied to charitable uses, reserving to
herself’ only twelve pounds a year; a and of
this small pittance she gave a parl to the
poor, living on water gruel, aund never
making use of fire but to boil it.  She had
lived in this garret a great many years;
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without paying rent to the sueccessive Ca-
thoiic inhabitants that had kept the house,
who, indeed, considered her abode with them
as i hlessmg A priest came every day to
confess her.  “ 1 have asked her,” said my
landlady, “ how, living as she did, she conld
find so0 much employment for a c:nnfe-ﬁs'.m'i‘
To which she answered, that it was impos-
sible to avoid vain thoughis.”

I was once permitted to visit her. She
was cheerful and polite, and her conversa-
tion agrecable. Her apartment was neat ;
but the whole furniture cousisted of a mat-
tress, a table, on which was a crucifix and a
book, a chair, which she gave me to sit on,
and over the mantle-picce a picture of St
Veronica displaying her handkerchief, on
which was seen the miraculous impression
of the face of Christ, which she explained to
me with great gravity. Her countenance
was pale, but she had never experienced
sickness ; and T may adduce her as another
proof how litile is sufficient to maintain life
and health.

At the printing-house T contracted an in-
timacy with a sensible young man of the
name of Wygate, who, as his parents were
in goud circumstances, had received a bet-
ter education than is common among prin-
ters. He was a tolerable Latin scholar,
spoke French fluently, and was fond of read
ing. 1 tanght him, as well as a friend of
his, to swim, by taking them iwice ouly into
the river ; after which they stood in need of
no farther assistance. We one day made a
party to go by water to Chelsea, in order to
see the college, and Don Soltero’s curiosi-
tics. On our return, at the request of the
company, whose curiosity Wygate had ex.
cited, 1 undressed myself, and leaped into
the river. 1 swam from mear Chelsea the
whole way to Blackiviars-bridge, exhibiting,
during my couree, a variety of feats of ac-
tivity and address, both upon the surface of
the water, as well as nnder it. This sizht
eccasioned much astonishment and pleasure
to those to whom it was new. Inmy youth
1 took great delight in this exercise. 1 knew
and could execute all the evolutions and
positions of Thevenot; and T added to them
gome of my own invention, in which [ en-
deavoured to unite gracefulness and utility.
I took a pleasure iu displaying them all on
this oceasion, and was highly Hatteved with
the admiration they excited.

Wygate, besides his being desirous of
perfecting himself in this art, was the more
attached to me from there being, in other
respects, a conforinity in our tastes and sin
dies. He at length proposed 1o me to make
the tour of Europe with him, wmaintaising
ourselves at the same time by umkmg at
our p11nil‘1--!cnrr I was cn the point of con
eenting, when I mentioned it to my friend,
Mr. Denbam, with whom Twas glad to pass
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an hour whenever I had leisare. He dis-
suaded me from the project, and advised
me to think of returning to Philadelphia,
which he was about to do himself. 1 must
relate in this place a trait of this worthy
man's character,

He had formerly been in business at Bris.
tol, but failing, he compounded with his
creditors, and departed for America, where,
by assiduous application as a merchant, he
acquired in a few yews a very considerable
fortune. Returning to England in the same
vessel with myself, as 1 have related above,
he invited all his old creditors to a feast.
When assembled, he thanked them for the
readiness with which they had received his
small composition ; and, while they expected
nothing more than a simple entertainment,
each found under his plate, when it came to
be removed, a draft upon a banker for the
residue of his debt, with interest.

He told me that it was his intention to
carry back with him to Philadelphia a great
quantity of goods, in order to open a store 3
and he offered to take me with him in the
capacity of clerk, to keep his books, in
which he would mstruct me, copy letters,
and superintend the store. He added, that
as soon as | had acquired a knowledge of
mercantile transactions, he would improve
my situation, by sending me with a cargo
of corn and flour to the American islands,
and by precuring me other lucrative com-
missions 3 so that, with geod management
and economy, I might in time begin busi-
ness with advantage for myself.

1 relished these proposals.  Londoun began
to tire me 3 the agreeable hours 1 had passed
at Philadelphia presented themselves to my
mind, and [ wished to see them revive. [
consequently engaged myself to Mr. Den-
ham, at a salary of fifty pounds a year.—
This was indeed less than I earned as a
compositor, but then 1 had a much fairer
prospect. 1 took leave, therefore, as 1 be-
lieved for ever, of printing, and gave myself
up to my new occupation, spending all my
time either in going from house to house
with Mr. Denham to purchase goods, or in
packing them up, or in expediting the work-
men, &c. &c. When every thing, however,
was on beard, 1 had at last a few days’ lei-
SUPE.

During this interval, 1 was one day sent
for by a gentleman, whom 1 knew ounly by
pame. It was Sir William 11!511:'!1]1&1]]. I
went to his house.  He had, by some means,
heard of my performances between Chelsea
aml Blackfriars, and that 1 had tanght the
art of swimming to Wygate and another
voung man in the cowrse of a few hours.
His two sons were on the poiat of setting out
on their travels ; be was desirous that they
should previously learn to swim, and offered
we a very liberal reward if 1 would under-

take to instruct them. They were not yet
arrived in town, and the stay I should make
was uncertain; 1 could not, therefore, ac-
cept his proposal. 1 was led, however, to
suppose from this incident, that if 1 had
wished to remain in London, and open a
swimming school, 1 should perhaps have
gained a great deal of money. The idea
struck me so forcibly, that, had the offer
been made sooner, 1 should have dismissed
the thought of returning as yet to America,
Some years after, you and I had a more im=
purtant business to settle with one of the
sons of Sir William Wyndham, then Lord
Egremont., But let us not anticipate events,

I thus passed about eighteen months in
London, working almost without intermis-
sion at my trade, avoiding all expense on
my own account, except going now and then
to the play, and purchasing a few books.
But my friend Ralph kept wme poor: he
owed me about twenty-seven pounds, which
was so much money lost, and when consi-
dered as taken from my little savings, was
a very great sum. I had, notwithstanding
this, a regard for him, as he possessed many
amiable gualities. But though I had done
nothing for myself in point of fortune, 1 had
increased my stock of knowledge, either by
the many excellent books 1 had read, or the
conversation of learned and literary persons
with whom [ was acquainted,

We sailed from Gravesend on the 23d of
July, 1726. TFor the incidents of my voyage
I refer you to my Journal, where you will
find all its circumstances minutely related,
We landed at Philadelphia on the 11th of
the following October.

Keith had been deprived of his office of
governor, and was succeeded by Major
Gerdon. 1 met him walking in the streets
as a private individual. He appeared a
little ashamed at seeing me, but passed on
without saying any thing.

I should have been equally ashamed my-
eelf at meeting Miss Read, had not her fa-
mily, justly despairing of my return after
reading my letter, advised her to give me up,
and marry a potter, of the name of Ro-
gers, to which she consented ; but he never
made her happy, and she soon separated
from him, refusing to cohabit with him, or
even bear his name, on account of a report
which prevailed of his having another wife.
His skill in his profession had seduced Miss
Read's parents ; but he was as bad a sub.
ject as he was excellent as a workman, He
mvolved himself in debt, and fled, in the
year 1727, or 1728, to the West lndies,
where he died.

During my absence, Keimer had taken a
more considerable house, in which he kept
a shop, that was well supplied with paper,
and various other mticles. He had pro-
cured some mnew types, and a number of
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workmen ; among whom, however, there
was not one who was gouod for any thing ;
and he appeared not to wanl business.

Mr. Denham took a warehonse in Water-
street, where we exhibited our commodities,
I applied myself closely, studied accounts,
a.mil Eecame in a short time very expert in
trade. We lodged and eat together. He
was sincerely attached to me, and acted
towards me as if he had been my father—
On my side, I respected and loved him. My
sitnation was happy ; bul it was a happi-
ness of no long duration.

Early in February 1727, when I entered
into my twenty-second year, we were both
taken ill. 1 was attacked with a pleurisy,
which had nearly carried me off ; I suffered
terribly, and considered it was all over with
me, | felt indeed a scrt of disappointment
when 1 found myself hkely to recover, and
regretted that 1 still had to experience,
sooner or later, the same disagreeable scene
agam.

[ nave forgotten what was Mr. Denham’s
disorder ; but it was a tedious one, and he
at last sunk under it. He left me a small
legacy in his will, as a testimony of his
friendship ; and 1 was once more abandoned
to myself in the wide world, the warehouse
being confided to the care of the testamen-
tary executor, who dismissed me.

My brother-in-law, Holmes, who hape
pened to be at Plhiladelphia, advised me to
return to my former profession ; and Kei-
mer offered me a very considerable salavy
if 1 would vndertake the management of
his printing-office, that he might devote
himself entirely to the superintendance of
his shop. His wife and relations in London
had given me a bad character of him ; amd
1 was loth, for the present, to have
any concern with him. 1 endeavoured
to get employment as a clak to a
merchant ; but not readily finding a situa-
tion, I was induceed to accept Keimer's
proposal.

The following were the perons 1 fouwd
in his printing-house,

Hugh Meredith, a Pennsylvanian, abont
thirty-five years of age. He had been
brought up to busbandry, was hones,
sensible, had some experience, and was fond
of reading ; but too much addicted to
drinking.

Stephen Potts, a young rustic, just broke
from school, and of rustic education, with
endowments rather above the common
order, and a competent portion of uwnder-
standing and gaiety ; but a little idle. Kei-
mer had engaged these two at very low
wages, which he had promised to raise
every three months a shilling a week, pro-
vided their improvement in the typographic
art should merit it. This future increase
of wages was the bait he had made use of
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to ensnare them. Meredith was 1o work at
the press, and Potts to bind books, which he
had engaged to teach them, though he un
derstom] neither himself.

Jobn Savage, an Irishman, who had
been bronght up to no trade, and whose ser
vice, for a pericd of four years, Keimer had
purehased of the captain of a ship. He was
also to be a pressman.

Georze Webh, an Oxford scholar, whose
time he had in like manner bought for
four yvears, intending him for a compositor.
I shall speak more of him presently.

Lastly, David Harry, a country lad, who
was apprenticed to him.

I svon perceived that Keimer's intention,
in engaging me at a price so much above
what he was accustomed to give, was, that I
might form all these raw journeymen and
apprentices, who scarvcely cost him any
thing, and who, being indentured, would, as
soom as they should be sufliciently instructed,
enable him to do without me, I never-
theless adhered to my agreement. I put
the office in order, which was in the ntmost
confusion, and brought his people, by de-
grees, to pay attention to their work, aml
to execute it ina more masterly style.

It was singular to see an O.ford scholar
in the condition of a purchased servaut.
He was not more than eighteen years of
age; and the following are the particulars
he gave me of himself. Born at Gloucester,
he had been educated at a grammar school,
and had distinguished himsell among the
scholars by his superior style of acting,
when they represented dramatic perform-
ances. He was a member of a literary
club in the town ; and some pieces of his
composition, in prose as well as in verse,
had been inserted in the Gloucester papers,
From hence he was sent to Oxford, where
he remsined about a year ; but he was not
conten’ ed, and wished above all things to
#¢e Lovdon, and become an actor, At length,
having received fifteen guineas to pay his
quarter’s board, he decamped with the
money from Oxford, bid his gown in a
hedge, and travelled to Lomndon. There,
haring no friend to direct him, he fell iuto
bad company, soon squandered his fiftcen
guineas, conld find no way of being intro-
duced to the actors, became contemptible,
pawned his clothes, and was in want of
bread. As he was walking along the streels,
almost famished with huonger, and ot
knowing what to do, a recruiting bill was
put into his hand, which offered an im-
mediate treat and bounty-money to who-
ever was disposed to serve in America, He
instantly repaired to the house of rendez
vous, enlistened himself, was put on board
a ship, and couveyed to America, without
ever writing a line to inform his parents
what was hecome of him. His mental
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vivacity, and good patural disposition, made
him an excellent companion ; but he was
indolent, thoughtless, and to the last degree
mmprudent.

Juohu, the Irishman, soon ran away. I
hegan to live very agreeably with the rest.
They respected me, and the more so as they
found Keimer incapable of instructing
them, and as they learned something from
me every day. We never worked on a
Saturday, it being Keimer's sabbath; so
that I had two days a week for reading.

1 increased my acquaintance with persons
of knowledge and information in the town.
Keimer himself treated me with great
civility and apparent esicem ; and I had
nothing to give me uneasiness, but my debt
to Yernon, which I was unable to pay, my
savings as yet being very little. He had
the goodness, however, not to ask me for
the money.

Our press was frequently in want of the
necessary quantity of letter; and there
was no such trade as that of letter-founder
in America. Ihad seen the practice of this
art at the house of James, in London; but
had at the time paid it very little attention.
I however contrived to fabricate a mould.
I made use of such letters as we had for
punches, founded new letters of lead in
matrices of clay, and thus sapplied, in
a tolerable manner, the wants that were
mosl pressing.

I also, upon occasion, engraved various
ornaments, made ink, gave an eye to the
shop ; in short, I was in every respect the

ofum. But useful as I made myself,
I perceived that my services became every
day of less importance, in proportion as the
other men improved: and when Keimer paid
me my second quarter’s wages, he gave
me to understand that they were too heavy,
and that he thought that 1 ought to make
an abatement. He became by degrees less
civil, and assumed more the tone of master.
He frequently found fault, was difficult to
please, and seemed always on the point of
coming 1o an open guareel with me.

I continued, however, to bear it patient-
ly, conceiving that his ill-humour was
parily oceasioned by the derangement and
embarrassment of his affairs. At last a
slight incident broke our connexion. Hear-
ing a noise in the neighbourhood, T put my
head out at the window to see what was the
matter, Keimer being in the street, ob-
gerved me, and in a loud and angry tone,
told me to mind my work ; adding some re-
proachful words, which piqued me the
more, as they were uttered in the street ;
and the neighbours, whom the same noise
had attracted to the windows, were wit-
nesses of the manner in which 1 was treated,
He immediately came up to the printing-
room, und cuntinned to exclaim aguinst me,

OF DR. FRANKLIN.
The quarrel became warm on both sides,

and he gave me notice to quit him at the
expiration of three months, as had been
agreed upon between us h!?retting that he
was obliged to give me so long a term.
told him that his regret was superfluous, as 1
was ready to quit him instantly; and I
took my hat and cane out of the house,
begging Meredith to take care of some
things which I left, and bring them to my
lodgings.

Meredith came to me in the evening.
We talked for some time wpon the quarrel
that had taken place. He had conceived a
great veneration for me, and was sorey [
should quit the house while he remained in
it. He dissuaded me from returning to my
native country, as I began to think of doing.
He reminded me that Keimer owed me
more than he possessed : that his creditors
began to be alarmed; that he kept his
shop in a wretched state, often selling things
at prime cost for the sake of ready money,
and continually giving credit without keep-
ing any accounts 3 that of consequence he
must very soon fail, which would occasion
a wvacancy from which 1 might derive
advantage. 1 objected my want of meney.
Upon which he informed me that his
father had a very high opinion of me,
and, from a conversation that had passed
between them, lhe was sure that le
would advance whatever might he veces.
sary to establish us, if 1 was willing to
eunter into partnership with him. My
time with Keimer,” added he © will he at an
end next spring. In the mean time wemay
send to London for our press and types, |
know that T am no workman; but il you
agree to the proposal, your skill in the busi-
ness will be balanced by the capital 1 shall
furnish, and we will share the profits
equally.” His proposal was seazonable,
and 1 fell in with it. His father, who
was then in the town, approved of it. He
knew that I had some a-cendeucy over his
son, as I had been able to prevail on him
to abstain a long time from drinking brandy :
and he hoped that, when more closely con-
nected with him, 1 should cure him entirely
of this unfortunate habit.

I gave the father a list of what would he
necessary to import from London. He took
it to a merchant, and the order was given.
We agred to keep the secret till the arrival
of the materials, and 1 was in the mean
time to procure work if possible in another
printing-house ; but there was no place
vacant, and 1 remained idle. After some
days, Keimer having the expectation of
being employed 1o print some New Jersey
money bills, that would require types aud
engravings which 1 only could furnish, and
fearful that Bradford, by engaging me,
might deprive him of this undertaking, sent
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me a very civil message, telling me that old
friends ought not to be disunited on account
of a fow words, which were the effect of a
momentary passion, and inviting me to return
to him. Meredith persuaded me to comply
with the invitation, particularly as it would
afford him more opportunities of improving
himself in the business by means of my it-
structions, I did so; and we lived upon
hetter terms than before our separation.

He obtained the New Jersey business s
and, in order to execute it, I constructed a
copper-plate printing-press, the first that
had been seen in the country. lmiFamd
various ornaments and vigneties for the
bills ; and we repaired to Burlington to-
gether, where ‘1 executed the whole to
general satisfaction; and he received a
sum of money for this work, which enabled
him to keep his head above water for a con
sideralile time longer.

At Burlington 1 formed an acquaintance
with the principal persunages of the pro-
vince; many of whom were commissioned
by the Assembly to superintend the press,
and to see that no more bills were printed
than the law had preseribed. Ancm’dinily
they were constantly with us, each in his
turn ; and he that came, commonly brought
with him a friend or two tv bear him com-
pany. My mind was move caltivated by
reading than Keimer's ; and it was for this
reason, probably, that they set more value
on my conversation. They took me to their
houses, mtroduced me to their friends, and
treated me with the greatest civility;
while Keimer, though master, saw himself
a little neglected. He was, in fact, a

| strange animal, ignorant of the common
| modes of life, apt to oppose with rudeness
generally received opivions, an enthusiust
in certain points of religion, disgustingly
unclean in his person, and a litile knavish
withal.

We remained there nearly three months 3
and at the expiration of this period 1 could
include in the list of my friends, Judge Allen,
Samuel Bustil, secrelary of the province,
Isaac Pearson, Joseph Cooper, several of the
Smiths, all members of the Assembly, and
Isaac Decon, inspector-general. The last
was a shrewd and subtle old man. He tokd
me, that when a boy, his first employment
had been ihat of carrying clay to brick-
makers ; that he did not learn to write till
he was somewhat advanced in life; that he
was afterwards employed as an underling to
a surveyor, who taught him this trade, and
that by industry he had at last acquired a
competent fortune.  “ I foresee,” said he,
one day to me, * that you will soon supplant
this man (speaking of Keimer), and get a
furtune in the business at Philadelphia.”
He was totally ignorant at the time, of my

intention of establishing myself theve, or any

Ha

where else.  These friends were very service.
able to me in the end, as was [ also, upon
occasion, to some of them; and they have
coutinued ever since their esteemn for me.

Before I relate the particulars of my en-
trance into business, it may be proper to
inform you what was at that time the state
of my mind as o moral prineiples, that you
may sec the degree of influence they had
upun the subsequent events of my life.

My parents had given me betimes religi-
ous impressions, and I received from my
infancy a pious education in the principles
of Calvanism. But scarcely was 1 arrived
at fifteen years of age, when, after having
doubted in turn of different tenets, according
as I found them combated in the different
books that I read, 1 began to doubt of revela-
tion itself.  Some volumes against deism fell
into my hands, They were said to be the
substauce of sermons preached at Boyle's
Lecture. 1t happened that they produced
on me an effect precisely the reverse of what
was intended by the writers 3 for the argu-
ments of the deists, which were cited in
order to be refuled, appeared to me much
more forcible than the refutation itself. In
a word, 1 soon became a perfect deist. My
arguments perverted some other young qlgr_
sons, particularly Collins and Ralph  But
in the sequel, when I recollected that they
had both used me extremely ill, without the
smallest vemorse ; when 1 considered the
behaviour of Keith, another free-thinker, and
my own conduct towards Veroon and Miss
Read, which at times gave me great uneasi-
ness, 1 was led to suspect that thiz doctrine,
though it might be true, was not very useful.
I began to entertain s less favourable upi-
nion of my London pamphlet, to which I
had prefixed, as a motto, the following
lines of Dryden:

Whatever is is right ; though purblind rman

Sees but part of the chain, the nearest link,

His eyes not carrying to the equal beam

That poises all aliove.
And of which the object was 1o prove, from
the atiribuies of God, his goodness, wisdom
and power, that there could be no such thing
as evil in the world ; that vice and virtue did
uct in reality existy, and were nothing more
than vain distinctions. [ no longer regarded
it as so blameless a work as I had formerly
imagined ; and 1 suspected that some error
must have imperceptively glided into my
argument, by which all the inferences [ had
drawn from it had been affected, as fre-
queatly bappens in metaphysical reasonings,
In a word, 1 was at last convinced that troth,
probity, and sincerity, in trangactions be-
tween man apd man, were of the ntmest im-
portance to the happiness of life; and I
vesolved from that moment, and wrote the
resolution in my Journzl, to practise them'
as long as 1 lived,
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Rerelation, Indeed, as sach, had no influ-
ence on my mind ; but I was of opinion that
though certain actions could not be bad
merely becansze revelation bad prohibited
them, or good because it enjoined them, yet
it was probable that those actions were pro-
hibited because they were bad for us, or en-
joined beecanse advantageons in their nature,
all things considered. This persuasion,
Divine Providence, or some guardian angel,
and perhaps a concurrence of favourahle
circumstances co-operating; preserved me
from all immorality, or and voluntary
injustice, to which my want of religion was
caleulated to expose me, in the dangerous
period of youth, and in the hazardous situ-
ations in which I sometimes found myself;
among strangers, and at a distance from the
eye and admonitions of my father, 1 may
say volwntary, because the errors into which
I had fallen, had been in a manner the
forced result either of my own inexperience,
or the dishonesty of others, Thus, before I
entered on my own new career, I had imbibed
solid principles, and a character of probity.

knew their value; and I made a solemn
engagement with myself never to depart
from them.

I had not long retwrned from Burlington
before our printing materials arrived from
London. I settled my accounts with Keimer,
and quitted him, with his own consent, be-
fore he had any knowledge of our plan.  We
found a house to let near the market. We
took it ; and, to render the vent less burden-
gome Sit was then twenty-four pounds a year,
but 1 have sinee known it let for El."-'{“'!ig}"_.}
we admitted Thomas Godfrey, a glazier,
with his family, who eased us of a consider-
able part of it ; and with him we agreed to
board.

We had no sooner unpacked our letters,
and put our press in order, than a person of
my acquaintance, George House, bronght us
a countryman, whom he had met in the
streets inquiring for a printer.  Our money
was almost exhausted by the number of
things we had been obliged to procure,  The
five shillings we received from this country-
man, the first fruit of our earnings, coming
20 seasonably, gave me more pleasure than
any sum I have since gained ; and the recol-
leetion of the gratitude 1 felt on this occasion
to George House, has rendered me often
more digposed, than perhaps 1 should other-
wise have been, to encourage young begin-
vers in trade,

There are in every country morose beings,
who are always prognosticating ruin.  There
was one of this stamp at Philadelphia. He
was a man of fortune, declined in years, had
an air of wisdom, and a very grave manncr
of speaking. His name was Samuel Mickle,
I kuew him not ; but he stopped one day at

DIt FRANKLIN.

my door, and asked me if | was the young
man who had lately opened a new printing-
house. Upon my answering in the affirma-
tive, he said that he was very sorry for me,
as it was an expensive undertaking, and the
money that had been laid out upon it would
be lost, Philadelphia being a place falling
into decay; its inhabitants having all or
nearly all of them, been obliged to eall toge-
ther their ereditors. That he koew, from
undoubted fact, the circumstances wh ch
might lead ws to suppose the contrary such
as new buildings, and the advaneed price of
rent, to be deceitful appearauces, which in
veality contributed to hasten the general ruin
and he gave me so long a detail of misfor-
tunes, actually existing, or which were =oon
to take place, that he left me almost in a
state of despair. Had I known this man be-
fore I entered into trade, 1 should doubtless
never have ventured. He continued, how-
ever, to live in this place of decay, and to
declaim in the same style, refusing for many
vears to buy a house because all was goin
to wreck; and in the end [ had the satisfac.
tiom to see him pay five thnes as much for
one as it would have cost him had he pur-
chased it when he first began his lamen-
tatinns.

I ought to have related, that, during the
auntumn of the preceding year, 1 had united
the majority of well-informed persons of my
acquaintance into a elub, which we ealled
by the name of the Junfo, and the object
of which was to improve our understandings,
We met every Friday evening. The regu-
lations T drew up, obliged every mem.
ber to propose, in his twrn, one or more
questions upon some point of morality,
politics, or philosophy, which were to be
discussed by the society ; and to read, once
in three months, an essay of his own com-
position, on whatever subject he pleased.
Our debates were under the direction of a
president, and were to be dictated only by
a sincere desire of truth: the pleasure of
disputing, and the vanity of trinmph, having
ne share in the business ; and in order to
prevent undue warmth, every ex pression
which implied obstinate adherence to an
opinion, and all direct contradiction, were
prohibited, under small pecuniary penalties.

The first members of our club were
Joseph Breintnal, whose occupation was
that of a scrivener. He was a middle-aged
man, of a good natural disposition, strongly
attached to his friends, a great lover of
poetry, reading every thing that came in
his way, and writing tulerably well, ingenions
in many little trifles, and of an agrecable
conversatuon.

Thomas Godfrey, a skilful, though self.
taught mathematician, ad who was afier.
wards the inventor of what mow gows
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by the name of Hadley's dial; but he had
little knowledge out of his own line, and
wits insupportable in company, always re-
quiring, like the majority of mathematicians
that have fallen in my way, an unusual
precision in every thing that is said,
continually contradicting, or making tri-
fling distinctions ; a sure way of defeating
all the ends of conversation. He very soon
left us.

Nicholas Seull, a surveyor, and who he-
came aflerwards surveyor-general.  He was
foud of hooks, and wrote verses,

William Parsons, brought up to the trade
of a shoe-maker, but who having a taste for
reading, had acquired a profound knowledge
of mathematics. He first stodied them
with a view to astrology, and was after-
wards the first to laugh at his folly. He
also became surveyor-geneial.

William Mawgride, a joiner, and very
excellent mechanic ; and in other respects a
man of solid understanding.

Hugh Meredith, Stephen Potts, and
George Webb, of whom I have already
spoken.

Robert Grace, a young man of fortune;
generous, animated, and witty; fond of
épi‘gmms, hut more fond of his friends.

wd, lastly, William Coleman, at that
time a merchant’s clerk, and nearly of my
own age. He had a cooler and clearer
head, a better heart, and more serupulous
morals, than almost any other person I have
ever met with. He became a very re-
speciable merchant, and one of our pro.
vincial judges. Our friendship subsisted,
without interruption, for more than forty
years, till the period of his death ; and the
club continued to exist almost as long.

This was the best school for politics and
philosophy that then existed in the province ;
for our questions, which were read once a
week previous to their discussion, induced
us to peruse attentively such books as were
written upon the subjects proposed, that
we mizht be able to speak upon them
more pertinently,. We thus acquired the
habit of conversing more agreeably ; every
object being discussed conformably to our
regulations, and in a manner to prevent
mutual disgust. To this circumstance
may be attributed the long duration of the
club; which I shall have frequent occasion
to mention as I proeeed.

I have introduced it here, as being one
of the means on which 1 had to count for
success in my business, every member ex-
erting himself to procure work for wus.
Breintnal, among others, obtained for us,
on the part of the gquakers, the printing of
forty sheets of their history; of which the
rest was to be done by Keimer. Our exe-
cution of this work was by no means mas-
terly ; as the price was very low. It was in
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folio, upon pro pafria paper, and in the
pica letter, with heavy notes in the smallest
type. I composed a sheet a day, and Me-
redith put it to the press. It was frequently
eleven o’clock at night, sometimes later, be-
fore I had finished my distribution for the
next day's fask ; for the little things which
our friends occasionally sent us, kept us
back in this work: but I was so deter-
mined fo compose a sheet a day, that one
evening, when my form was imposed, and
my day’s work, as I thought, at anend, an
accident having broken this form, and de-
ranged two complete folio pages, 1 imme-
diately distributed, and composed them anew
before I went to bed.

This unwearied industry, which was per-
ceived by our neighbours, began to acquire
us reputation and credit, 1 learned, among
other things, that our new printing-house
being the subject of conversation at a club
of merchants, who met every evening, it
was the general opinion that it would
fail; there being already two printing-hounses
in the town, Keimer's and Bradford’s. But
Dr. Bard, whom you and I had occasion to
see many years after, at his native town of
St. Andrew’s, in Scotland, was of a different
opinion. “The industry of this Franklio
(said he) is superior to any thing of the
kind 1 have ever witnessed. I see him still
at work when 1 return from the club at
night, and he is at it again in the morning
befure his neighbours are out of bed.™ This
account struck the rest of the assembly,
and, shortly after, one of its members came
to our house, and offered to supply us
with articles of stationery; but we wished
uot as yet to embarrass ourselves with
keeping a shop. It is not for the sake of
applause that I enter so fieely into the
particulars of my industry, but that such of
my descendants as shall read these memoirs
may know the use of this virtue, by seeing
in the recifal of my life the effects it ope-
raled in my favour.

George Webb, having found a friend who
leut him the necessary sum to buy out his
time of Keimer, came one day to offer him-
self to us as a journeyman. We could not
employ him immediately; but I foolishly
told him, under the rose, that I intended
shortly to publish a new periodical paper,
and that we should then have work for him.
My hopes of success, which I imparted to
him, were founded on the circumstance, that
the only paper we had in Philadelphia,
at that time, and which Bradford printed,
was a paltry thing, miserably condueted,
in no respect amusing, and which yet
was profitable. 1 consequently supposed
that a good work of this kind could not
fail of success. Webb betrayed my secret
to Keimer, who, to prevent me, imme-
diately published the prospectus of a papes
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that he intended to institute himself, and
w which Webb was to be engaged,

1 was exasperated at this proceeliog,
and, with a view to counteract them, not
being able at present to institute my own
paper, I wrote some humorous pieces in
Bradford's, wmider the title of the Busy
Body ;* and which was contioned for seve-
ral months by Breintoal. 1 hereby fixed
the atlention of the public upon Bradford’s
paper; and the prospectus of Keimer,
which we turned nto ridicule, was treated
with contempt. He began, notwithstanding,
his paper 3 and, after continning it for nine
months, having at most not more than
ninety subscribers, he offered it me for a
mere trifie. I had for some time been
ready for such an engagement; I therefore
instantly took it upon myself, and in a few
years it proved extremiely profitable to me.

I perceive that I am apt to speakin the
fitst person, though our partnership still con-
tinued. It is, perhaps, because, in fact, the
whole business devolved upon me. Mere-
dith was no compositor, but an indifferent
pressman ;o awd it was rarely that he abstain-
ed from hard drinkiog. My friends were
sorry to see me connected with him y but T
contrived to derive from it the utmuost advan-
tage the case admitted.

Our first number produced no vther effect
than any other paper which had appeared in
the proviuce, as to type and printing ; but
some remarks, in my peculiar style of writ-
ing, upon the dispute which then prevail-
ed between Governor Burnet and the Mas-
sachusetts Assembly, struck some per
sous as above mediocrity, caused the paper
sl its =ditors to be talked of, and in a few
weeks induced them to become our sub-
seribers.  Many others followed their exam-
ple ; and our subscription eontinued to in-
crease. This was one of the first good effects
of the pains 1 had taken to learn to put my
ideas on paper. 1 dervived this farther ad-
vantage from it, that the leading men of the
place, secing in the author of this publica-
tion a man so well able to use his pen,
thought it right to patronise and encourage
me.

The votes, laws, and other public pieces,
were printed by Bradford.  An address of
the House of Assembly to the governor had
been execnted by him in a very coarse and
meorrect manner,  We reprinted it with ac-
curacy and neatness, and sent a copy to
every member.  They perceived the differ-
ence , and it so strengthened the influence of
our friends in the Assembly, that we were
nominated  its printer for the fullowing

year.

* A manuscript note in the file of the American
Mercury, preserved in the Philadelphia library,
guys, that Franklin wrote the five first numbers,
and part of the eighth,

Ameng these friends T ought not to forget
one member in particular, Mr. Hamilton,
whom I have mentioned in & former part of
my narrative, and who was now returned
from England. He warmly interested him
self for me on this oceasion, as he did like.
wise on many others aflerwards; having
continued his kindness to me till his death.

About this period Mr. Vernon reminded
me of the debt 1 owed him, but without
pressing me for payment. I wrote a hand-
some letter on the oceasion, begging him to
wait a little longer, to which he consented 5
and as soon as [ was able I paid him princi-
pal and interest, with many expressions of
gratitude ; so that this erroi of my life was
n a manner atoned for,

But another trouble now happened to me,
which I had not the smallest reason to ex
pect.  Mervedith’s father, who, according to
our agreement, was to defray the whole ex-
pense of our printing materials, had only
paid a hundred pounds. Another hundred
was still due, and the merchant being tired
of waiting, commenced a suit aguinst us.
We bhailed the action, but with the melan-
choly prospect, that if the money was not
forthcoming at the time fixed, the affair
would come to issue, judgment be put in
execntion, our delightful hopes be annihi-
lated, and ourselves entirely ruined ; as the
type and press must be sold, perbaps at balf
their value, to pay the debt,

In this distress, two real friends, whose
generous conduct 1 have never forgotten,
and never shall forget while 1retain  the
remembrance of any thing, came to me
separately, without the knowledge of each
other, and without my having applied
to either of them. Each offered whatever
mouey might be necessary to take the busi-
ness into my own hands, if the thing was
practicable, as they did not like I should con-
tinue in partuership with Meredith, who,
they said, was frequently seen drunk in the
streets, and gambling at alehouses, which
very much injured ouwr credit.  These
friends were William Coleman and Robert
Grace. I told them, that while there re-
mained any probability that the Merediths
would fulfil their part of the compaet, I
could not propose a sepuration, as | con-
ceived myself to be under obligations to
them for what they had done already, and
were still disposed to do if they had the
power ; but, in the end, should they fail in
thewr engagement, and our partnership be
dissolved, 1 should then think myself at
liberty to accept the kindness of my friends,

Things rvemained for some time in this
state. At last, I said one day to my part-
ner, “Your futher is perhaps dissatis§ied
with your baving a share only in the busi-
ness, and is unwilling to do for two, what he
would do for you alone,  Tel} me frankl y if
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that be the case, and T will resign the whole
to you, and do for myself as well as [ can.
% No, (said he) my father has really been
disappoieted in his hopes; he is not able to
pay, and I wish to put him to no farther in-
convenience. I see that [ am not at all cal-
culated for a printer; I was educated as a
farmer, and it was absurd in me to come
here, at thirty years of age, and bind myself
apprentice to a new trade. Maoy of my
countrymen are going to settle in North
Carolina, where the soil is exceedingly fa-
vourable, Iam tempted to go with them,
and to resume my former ocenpation.  You
will doubtless find fiiends who will assist
you. If you will take upon yourself the
debts of the partnership, return my father
the hundred pounds he bas advanced, pay
my little personal debts, and give me thirty
pounds and a new saddle, 1 will renounce
the partnership, and consign over the whole
stock to you."

1 accepted this proposal without hesita-
tion. It was committed to paper, and
signed and sealed without delay. [ gave
him what he demanded, and he departed
soon after for Carolina, from whence he
sent me, in the following year, two long
letters, containing the best accounts that had
yet been given of that country, asto climate,
soil, agriculiure, &c. for he was well versed
in these matters. I published them in my
newspaper, and they were received with
great satisfaction.

As soon as he was gone, 1 applied to my
two fiiends, and not wishing to give a dis-
obliging preference to either of them, I
accepted from ench half what he had offered
me, amd which it was necessary 1 should
have. I paid the partnership debts, and
continued the business on my own account ;
taking care to inform the publie, by adver-
tisemeont, of the partnership being dissolved.
This was, I thiok, in the year 1729, or
therealout

Nearly at the same period, the people de-
manded a pew emission of paper-mooey ;
the existing and ounly one that had taken
place in the province, and which amounted
to fiffeen thousand pounds, being soon to
expire. The wealthy inhabitants, prejudiced
against cvery sort of paper cwrrency, from
the fear of its depreciation, of which there
had been an instance in the province of New

| Eagland, to the injury of its holders, strong

ly upposed this measure, We had discassed
this atair in our Junto, in which I was on
the side of the new emission ; convinced that

| the first small sum, fabricated in 1723, had
| done much good in the provinee, by favour-

ing commerce, industry, and population,

sineeall the houses were now inhabited, and

| many others building ; whereas, | remem-

bered to have seen, when I ficst paraded the

streets of Philadelphia eating my roll, the
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majority of those in Walnni-street, Second-
gtreet, Fourth-street, as well as a great
number in Chesnut and other streets, with

apers on them signifying that they were to
e let; which made me think at the time
that the inhabitants of the town were desert-
ing it one after another,

Our debates made me so fully master of
ihe subject, that 1 wrote and published an
anonymous pamphlet, intitled, © An Inguiry
into the Nature and Necessity of Paper Cur -
rency.” 1t was very well received by the
lower and middling classes of people; but
it displeased the opulent, as it increased the
clamour in favour of the new emission—
Having, however, no writer among them ca-
pable of answering it, their opposition be-
came less violent ; and there being in the
House of Assembly a majority for the mea-
sure, it passed. The friends I had acquired
in the House, persuaded that 1 had done the
country essential service on this oceasion,
rewarded me by giving me the printing of
the bills. 1t was o lucrative employment,
and proved a wvery seasonable help to me;
another ndmnlagn which I derived from
having habituated myself to write.

Time and experience so fully demon-
strated the utility of paper currency, that it
never after experienced any considerable
opposition; so that it soon amounted to
55,000/. and in the year 1739 to 80,0001,
It has since risen, during the last war, to
350,0001., trade, buildings, and population,
having in the interval continunally increased ;
but I am now eonvinced that there are limits
I;F:.':ﬂl.lld which paper meney would be preju-

Il

I soon after obtained, by the influence of
my friend Hamilton, the printing of the
Newcastle paper money, another profitable
work, as I then thought it, little things ap-
pearing great to persons of moderate for-
tune ; and they were really great to me, as
proving great encouragements. He also
procured me the printing of the laws and
votes of that government, which I retained
as long as I continued in the business.

1 now opened a small stationer’s shop. 1
kept bonds and agreements of all kinds,
drawn up in 8 more accurate form than had
vet been seen in that part of the world 5 a
work in which 1 was assisted by my friend
Breintnal. I had also paper, parchmeat.
pasteboard, books, &ec. One Whiteinash,
an exceilent compositor, whom 1 had known
in London, came to offer himself ; 1 engaged
him, and he continned constantly and dili-
gently to work with me. [ also took an ap
prentice, the son of Aquila Rose.

I began to pay, by degrees, the debt I
had contracted ; and, in order to insure m
credit and character as a tradesman, 1 too
care not only to be really industrions and
frugal, but also to aveid every appearance
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of the contrary. 1 was plainly dressed, and
never seen in any place of public amuse-
ment. I never went a fishing or hunting.
A book, indeed, enticed me sometimes from
my work, but it was seldom, by stealth, and
oceasioned no scandal ; and, to shew that 1
did not think myseli above my profession, I
conveyed home sometimes in a wheelbarrow
the paper I had purchased at the ware-
houses.

I thus obtained the reputation of being an
industrious young man, and very punctual
m his payments. The merchants who im-
ported articles of stationery solicited my
custom 3 others offered to furnish me with
books, and my little trade went on prospe-
rously,

Meanwhile the credit and business of
Keimer diminishing every day, he was at
last forced to sell his stock to satisfy his
creditors 3 and he betook himself to Barba-
does, where he lived for some time in a very
impoverished state. His apprentice, David
Harry, whom I had instructed while I
worked with Keimer, having bought his ma-
terials, succeeded him in the business. I
was apprehensive, at first, of finding in
Harry a powerful competitor, as he was al-
lied to an opulent and respectable family;
I therefore proposed a partunership, which,
happily for me, he rejected with disdain.—
He was extremely proud, thought himself a
fine gentleman, lived extravagauntly, and
pursued amusements which suffered him to
be scarcely ever at home; of consequence
he beeame in debt, neglected his business,
and business neglected him. Finding in a
short time nothing to do in the country, he
followed Keimer to Barbadoes, carrying his
printing materials with him. There the ap-
prentice employed his old master as a jour-
peyman, They were continually quarrel-
ing; and Harry, still getting in debt, was
ubliged at last to sell his press and types,
and return to his old occupation of hus-
bandry in Pennsylvania. The person who
purchased them employed Ketmer to ma-
nage the business 3 but he died a few years
after.

I had now at Philadelphia no competitor
but Bradford, who, being in easy circum-
stances, did not engage in the printing of
books, except now and then as workmen
chanced to offer themselves; and was not
anxious to extend his trade. He had, how-
ever, one advantage over me, as he had the
direction of the post-office, and was of con-
sequence supposed to have better opportu-
nities of obtaining news. His paper was
also supposed to be more advantageous to
advertising customers ; amnd, in consequence
of that supposition, his advertisements were
much more numerous than mine. This was
a source of great profit to him, and disad
vantageous to wme. [t was to no purpose
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that T really procured other papers and dis
tributed my own, by means of the post;
and the public took for grauted my inabi-
lity in this respect; and 1 was imdeed un-
able to conquer it in any other mode than
by bribing the '%oat*buys, who served me
only by stealth, Bradford being so illiberal
as to forbid them. This treatment of his
excited my resentment; and my disgust
was so rooted, that, when I afterwards suc-
ceeded him in the post-office, 1 took care to
aveid copying his example.

I had hitherto continued to board with
Godfrey, who, with his wife and childres,
occupied part of my house, and half of the
shop for his business; at which indeed he
worked very little, being always absorbed b
mathematics. Mrs. Godfirey formed a wish
of marrying me to the danghter of one o
her relations. She contrived various op-
portunities of bringing us together, 1l
she saw that I was captivated ; which was
not difficult ; the lady in question posses.
ing great personal merit. The parents en-
couraged my addresses, by inviting me coi-
tinually to supper, and leaving us together,
till at last il was time to come toan expla-
nation. Mrs. Godfrey undertook 1o ne-
gotiate our little treaty. 1gave her to un
derstand, that T expected to receive with the
young lady a sum of money that would en-
able me at least to discharge the remainder
of the debt for my printing materials. It
was then, I believe, not more than a hun-
dred pounds. She brought me for answer
that tll:;ey had no such sum at their disposal.
1 observed that it might easily be obtained,
by a mortgage on their house. The reply
to this, was, after a few days interval, that
they did mot approve of the match; that
they had consulted Bradford, and found that
the business of a printer was not Inerative ;
that my letters would soon be worn out,
and must be supplied by new ones ; thut
Keimer and Harry had failed, and thai,
probably, I should do so too. Accordingly
they furbade me the house, and the youug
lady was confined. Tknow notif they had realiy
changed their minds, or if it was merely an
artifice, supposing our affections to be too
far engaged for us to desist, and that we
should contrive to marry secretly, which
would leave them at liberty to give or not
as they pleased. But, suspecting this
motive, I never went again to their house.

Some time after, Mrs. Godfrey informed
me that they were favourably disposed to-
wards me, and wished me to renew the ac.
quaintance; but I declared a firm resolu-
tion never to have any thing to do with the:
family. The Godfreys expressed some resent- .
ment at this; and as we could no longer:
agree, they changed their residence, leaving:
me in puossession of the whole house, El
then resolved to take mo more lodgers..
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This affair saving turned my thoughts to
wmarriage, I looked around me, and made
overtures of alliance in other quarters;
but I soon found that the profession of a
printer, being generally looked upon as a
poor trade, 1 could expect no muney with a
wife, at least, if 1 wished her to possess any
other charm. Meanwhile, that passion of
youth, so diffieult to govern, had often
drawn me into intrigues with despicable
women who fell in my way; wnich
were not unaccompanied with expense and
imconvenience, besides the perpetual risk of
injuring my health, and catching a dis-
ease which 1 dreaded above all things.
But I was fortunate enough to escape this
danger.

As a neighbour and old acquaintance, I
had kept up a friendly intimacy with the fa-
mily of Miss Read. Her parents had re-
tained an affection for me from the time of
my lodging in their house. 1 was often in-
vited thither; they consulted me about
their affaivs; and I had bheen sometimes
serviceable to them. I was touched with the
wnhappy situation of their daughter, who
was almost always melancholy, and con-
tinually seeking solitude. T regarded my
forgetfuluess and inconstancy, during my
abode in London, as the principal part of
her misfortune, though her mother had the
candour to attribute the fault to herself; ra-
ther than to me, because, afler having pre-
vented our marriage previously to my de-
parture, she had induced her to mary ano-
ther in my absence.

Our mutual affection revived ; but there
existed great obstacles to our union. Her
marriage was considered, indeed, as not be-
ing valid, the man having, it was said, a for-
mer wife still living in England ; but of
this it was difficult to obtain a proof at so
great a distance ; and though a report pre-
vailed of his being dead, yet we had no cer-
tainty of it ; and, supposing it to be true, he
bad left many debts, for the paymeut of
which his successor might be sued. We
ventured, nevertheless, in spite of all these
difficulties 3 and 1 marrvied her on the 1st of
September, 1730. None of the inconveniences
we had fearcd happened to us.  She proved
to me a good and faithful companion, and
contributed eszentially to the sucecess of my
shop. . We prospered together, and it was
our motual study to render each other hap-
py. Thus I corrected, as well as I could,
this great ervor of my youth.

Our club was not at that time established
at a tavern. We held our mectings at the
house of Mr. Grace, who appropriated a
room to the purpose. Some member ob-
served one day, that as our books were fire-
quently quoted in the course of our discus-
sions, 1 would be convenient to have them
collected in the reom in which we asscmbled,

L
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in order to be consulted upon occasion ; and
that, by thus forming a common library of
onr individual collections, each would have
the advantage of using the books of all the
other members, which would nearly be the
same as if ne possessed them all himself.
The idea was approved, and we accordingly
brought such books as we thought we could
spare; which were placed at the end of the
club-room. They amounted not to so many
as we expected ; and though we made con-
siderable use of them, yet some inconve-
niences resulting, from want of care, it was
agreed, after about a year, to discontinue
the collection; and each took away such
books as belonged to him.

It was now that I first started the idea of
establishing, by subscription, a public li-
brary. I drew up the proposals, had them
engrossed in form by Brockden, the attor-
ney, and my project succeeded, as will be

seen in the seque. . * * L
o e . T

[The life of Dr. Franklin, as written by
bimself, so far as it has yet been communi-
cated to the world, breaks off in this place.
We understand that it was continued by him
somewhat farther, and we hop: that the re-
mainder will, at some future period, be com
municated to the public. We have no he-
sitation in supposing, that every reader will
find himself greatly interested by the frank
simplicity nluftiu: philosophical discernment
by which these pages are so eminently cha.
racterized. We have therefore thought pro-
':el', in order as much as possible to relieve

is regret, (o subjoin the following continua-
tion; by one of the Doctor's intimate friends,
It is extracted from an American periodical
publication, and was written by the late D,
Stuber* of Philadelphia.]

THE promotion of literature had been lit-
tle attended to in Philadelphia. Most of

* Dr. Stuber was born in Philadelphia, of German
parenis. He was sent, atan early age, to the univer.
sity, where his genius, diligence, and wmiable temper,
soon acquired him the particolar pobee and favour
of those under. whose immediate direclion he was
placed, After pas=ing through the commem course of
study in o much shorter Lime than usual, he left the
university, at the of sixteen, with great w&-ula-
tion, Not long after, he entered on the study of
!Ill}'ﬂlﬂi and the zeal with which he pursued if, and

be advances he made, pave his friends veason br
form the moat flattering pms'[w.c! of s mture emi-
nence and usefulness io his profession,  As D, Siu
ber's circumsiances were very moderate, he did ot
think this pursuit well caleulated to answer them,
He therefore relinguished i, after he had oblained
a depree in the profession, and quakified himseli (o
practise with credit and success; and inumedmtely
entersd on the study of the law,  While in pursui
of the last-mentioned ohject he was prevented, by
& premature death, from reaping the fruit nilhnu
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the huihabitants were too much immersed in
business to think of scientific pursuits ; and
those few, whose inclinations led them to
study, found it difficult to gratify them,
from the want of libraries sufficiently large.
In such circumstances, the establishinent of
a public libvary was an important cvent.
This was first set on foot by Franklin, about
the year 1731. Fifty persons subscribed
forty shillings each, and agreed to pay ten
shillings annually. The number increased ;
and, in 1742, the company was incorporated
by the name of * The Library Company of
Philadelphia.”  Several other companies
were formed in this city in imitation of it.
These were all at length united with the Li-
brary Company of Philadelphia, which thus
received a considerable accession of books
and property, It now contains about eight
thousand volumes on all subjects, a philoso-
phical apparatus, and a well-chosen collec-
tion of natural and artificial curiosities. For
its support the Company now possessed
landed property of considerable value. They
have lately built an elegant house in Fifth-
street, in the firont of which will be erected
a marble statue of their founder, Benjamin
Franklin. .

This institution was greatly encouraged
by the friends of literature in America and
in Great Britain. The Penn family distin-
guished themselves by their donations.
Amongst the earliest friends of this institu-
tion must be mentioned the late Peter Col-
linson, the friend and companion of Dr.
Franklin,. He not only made considerable
presents himself, and obtained others from
his friends, buat voluntarily undertook to
manage the business of the Company in
London, recommending books, purchasing
and shipping them. His extensive know-
ledge, and zeal for the promotion of science,
enabled him to execute this important trost
with the greatest advantage. He continued
to perform these services for more than thir-
ty vears, and uniformnly refused Lo accept
of any compensation. Duving this time, he
communicated to the directors every infor-
mation relative to improvements and dis-
coveries in the arts; agriculture; and phile-
sophy.

The beneficial influence of this institution
was soon evident. The terms of subscrip-
tion to it were so moderate, that it was ac-
cessible to every one.  lIts advautages were
not confined to the opulent. The cilizens
in the middle and lower walks of life were
E?llll"jl' partakers of them. Hencea degree
of information was extended amongst all
classes of people. The example was soon
foilowed. Libravies were established in va-

LY

talents with which he was endowed, and of a youth
spent in the ardent and successinl pursuet of useful
and elegant jiterature,
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rivus places, and they are now become very
mumerous tn the United States, and particu-
larly in Pennsylvania. It is to be hoped,
that they will be still morve widely extended,
and that information will be every where in-
creased.  This will be the best security for
maintaining our liberties. A nation of well-
informed men, who have been taught to
koow and prize the rights which God has
given them, cannot be enslaved. It is in the
regions of ignorance that tyranny reigns, It
flies before the light of science. Let the
citizens of America, then, encourage insti-
tutions caleulated to diffuse knowledge
amongst people ; and amongst these, public
libraries are not the least important,

In 1732, Franklin began to publish Poor,
Richard’s Almanack. This was remarkable
for the numerous and valuable concise max-
ims which it contained, all tending to exhort
to industry and frogality. It was continued
for many years. lo the Almavack for the
last year, all the maxims were collected in
an address to the veader, intitled, “ The
Way to Wealth."” This has been translated
into various languages, and inserted in
different publications.. It has also been
printed on a large sheet, and may be seen
framed in mwany houses in this city. This
address contains, perhaps, the best practical
system of cconomy that ever has appeared.
It is written in a manner intelligible to every
one, and which cammot fail of convincing
every reader of the justice and propriety of
the ramarks and advice which it contains.
The demand for this Almanack was so great,
that ten thousand have been sold in one
year ; which must be considered as a very
large number, cspecially when we reflect,
that this country was, at that time, but
thinly peopled. It cannot be doubted that
the salutary maxims contained in these al-
wanacks must have made a favourable im.-
pression upon many of the readers of them.

It was not long before Franklin entered
upon his political eareer. In the year 1736,
he was appointed clerk to the general assem-
bly of Peunsylvania ; and was re-elected by
suneceeding assemblies for several years, until
he was chosen a representative for ihe city
of Philadelphia.

Bradford was possessed of some advane
tages over Franklin, by being post-master
thereby having an opportunity of circulating
his paper more extensively, and thus render-
ing it a better vehicle for advertisements,
&e.  Franklin, in his turn, enjoyed these
advantages, by being appointed post-master
of Philadelphia in 1737. Bradford, while in
office, bad acted ungenevously towards
Franklin, preventing as much as possible
the circulaticn of his paper. He had now
an opportunity of retaliating ; but his noble-
ness of soul prevented him from making use

of it
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The police of Philadelphia had early ap-
pointed watchmen, whose d“tﬁe it was Lo
guard the citizens against the midnight
vohber; and to give an iminediate alarm in
case of fire. This duty is, perhaps, one of
the most important that can be commitied
to any set of men. The regulations, how-
ever, were not sufficiently strict.  Fraunklin
saw the dangers arising from this cause, and
suggested an alteration, so as to oblige the
guardians of the night to be more watchful
over the lives and property of the citizens.
The propriety of this was immediately per-
crived, and a yeform was effected.

There is nothing more dangerous to grow-
ing cities than fires. Other causes operate
slowly, and almost imperceptibly ; but these
in a moment render abortive the labours of
ages. On this account there should be, in
all cities, ample provisions to prevent fires
from spreading. Franklin early saw the ne-
cessity of these ; and, about the year 1738,
formed the first fire company in this city.
This example was soun followed by others ;
and there are now numerous fire companies
in the city and liberties. To these may be
atfributed, in a great degree, the activity in
extinguishing fires, for which the citizens of
Philadelphia are distinguished, and the in-
considerable damage which this ity has sus.
tained from this cause. Some time afier,
Franklin suggested the plan of an associa-
tion for insuring houses from losses by fire,
which wag adopted; and the sssociation
continues to this day. The advantages ex-
perienced from it have been great.

From the first establishment of Pennayl-
vania, a spirit of dispute appears to have

vailed amongst its inhabitants.  During
the life-time of Willlam Penn, the consiitu-
tion had been three times altered. After
this period, the history of Pennsylvania is
little else than a recital of the guarrels be-
tween the proprietaries, or their governors,
and the Assembly. The proprietaries con-
tended for the right of exempting their lands
from taxes; to which the Assembly would
by no means consent. This subject of dis-
pute interfered in almost every question,
and prevented the most salatary laws from
being enacted. This at times subjected the
people to great inconveniences. I the year
1744, during a war between France and
Great Britain, some French and Indians had
made inroads upon the frontier inhabitants
of the province, who were unprovided for
such an attack. 1t became necessary that
the citizens should arm for their defence.
Governor Thomas recommended to the As-
sembly, who were then sitting, to pass a
militia law. To this they would agree only

| wpon condition that he should give his

assent to certain laws, which appeared to
them caleulated to promote the interests of

| the people, As he thought these laws
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would be fnjurious to the proprietaries, he
refused his assent to them ; and the Assem-
bly broke up without passing a militia law.
The situation of the province was at this
time truly alarming ; exposed to the con-
tinnal inroad of an enemy, destitute of
every means of defence. At this erisis
Fraunklin stepped forth, and proposed to a
meeting of the citizens of Philadelphia, a
FI““ of a voluntary association for the de-
ence of the province. This was approved
of, and signed by twelve hundred persons
immediately. Copies were instantly circu-
lated throughout the province; and in a
short time the number of signers amounted
to ten thouzand., Franklin was chosen colo
nel of the Philadelphia regiment ; but he
did not think proper to accept of the ho-
nour.

Pursuits of a different nature now veen-
pied the greatest part of his attention for
some years. He engaged in a course of
electrical experiments, with all the ardour
and thirst for discovery which characterized
the philosophers of that day. Of all the
branches of experimental philosophy, elee-
tricity had been least explored.  The attrac-
tive power of amber is mentioned by Theo.-
phrastus and Pliny, and firom them by later
naturalists. In the year 1600, Gilbert, an
English physician, enlarged considevably the
catal of substances which have the pro-
perty of attracting light bodies. Boyle,
Otto Guericke, a burgomaster of Magde-
burg, celebrated as the inventor of the air-
pl:&ﬂ;g, Dr. Wall, and Sir Isaac Newton,
added some facts. Guericke first ohserved
the repulsive power of electricity, and the
light and noise produced by it. In 1709,
Hawkesbee communicated some important
observations and experiments to the world.
For several years electricity was entirely
neglected, until Mr, Grey applied himself to
it, in 1728, with great assiduity. He, and
his friend Mr. Wheeler,made a great variety
of experiments; in which they demon.
strated, that electricity may be communi-
cated from one body to another, even with-
out being in contact, and in this way may
be conducted to a great distance, Mr. Grey
aflerwards found, that, by suspending rods
of iron by silk or hair lines, and bringing an
excited tube under them, sparks might be

drawn, anda light perceived at the extre-

mities in the dark. B du Faye, intendant
of the French king’s gardens, made a num-
ber of experiments, which added not a little
to the science. He wmade the discovery of
two kinds of clectricity, which he called
vitreous and resinous ; the former produced
by rubbing glass, the latter from excited
sulphur, sealing-wax, &c. But this idea he
afterwards gave up as erroncous,  Between
the years 1730 and 1742, Desaugulicrs
made a number of experiments, but added
L3
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little of importanee, He first used the
terms - conductors and electrics per se. In
1742, several ingenious Germans engaged
in this subject ; of these the principal were,
professor Boze, of Wittemberg, professor
Winkler, of Leipsie, Gordon, a Scotch Be-
nedictine monk, professor of philosophy at
Erfurt, and Dr. Ludoelf, of Berlin. The
result of their researches astonished the
philosophers of Europe. Their apparatus
was large, and by means of it they were
enabled to collect large quantities of the elec-
tric fluid, and thus to produce phenomena
which had been hitherto unobserved. They
killed small birds, and set spirits on fire.
Their experiments excited the curiosity of
other philosophers. Collinson, about the
vear 1745, sent to the Library Company of

hiladelphia an account of these experi-
ments, together with a tube, and directions
how to use it.  Franklin, with some of his
friends, immediately engaged in a course of
experiments ; the result of which is well
known., He wasenabled to make a number
of impoqant discoveries, and to propose
theories to account for various phenomena ;
which have been universally adopted, and
which bhid fair to endure for ages. His
vhservations he communicated, in a series
of letters, to his friend Collinson ; the first
of which is dated March 28, 1747. I these
he shews the power of poiuts in drawing and
throwing off the electrical matter, which had
hitherto escaped the notice of electricians.
He also made the grand discovery of a plus
and minus, or of a positive and negative
state of electricity. We give him the ho-
nour of this, without hesitation; although
the English have claimed it for their coun-
tryman, Dr. Watson. Watson’s paper is
dated January 21, 1748; Franklin’s July
11,1747 ; several months prior.  Shortly
afier, Franklin, from his principles of the
plus and minus state, explained, ina satis-
factory manner, the phenomena of the Ley-
den phial, ficst observed by Mr. Cuneus, or
by professor Muschenbroeck, of Leyden,
which had much perplexed philosophers,
He shewed clearly, that the bottle, when
charged, contained no more clectrieity than
before, but that as much was taken from one
side as was thrown on the other; and that,

to discharge it, nothing was necessary but.

to produce a communication between the
two sides, by which the equilibrium might
be restored, awd that then no signs of elee-
tricity would remain. He afterwards de-
monstrated, by experiments, that the elec-
tricity did not reside in the coating, as had
been supposed, bat in the pores of the glass
itself. After a phial was charged, he re-
moved the coating, and found that upon
applying a new coating, the shock might
still be received. In the year 1749, he first
suggesied his idea of explaining the pheno-

mena of thunder-gusts, and of the auwrora
borealis, upon electrical principles. He
poiots out many particulars in which light-
ning and eleciricity agree ; and he adduces
many facts, and reasonings from facts, in
support of his positions. In the same year
he conceived the astonishingly bold and
grand idea of ascertaining the truth of his
doctrine, by actually drawing down the
lightning, by means of sharp pointed iron
rods raised into the region of the clouds.
Even in this uncertain state, his passion to
be useful to mankind displays itself ina
powerful manner. Admitting the identity
of electricity and lightning, and knowing
the power of points in repelling bodies
charged with electricity, and in conducti
their fire silently and imperceptibly, he sug-
gested the idea of securing houses, ships,
&ec. from being damaged by lightning, by
erecting pointed rods, that should rise some
feet above the most elevated part, and de-
scend some feet into the ground or the water.
The effect of these, he concluded, would he
either to prevent a stroke by repelling the
clond beyowd the striking distance, or by
drawing off the electrical fire which it con-
tained ; or, if they could not effect this, they
would at least conduet the electric matter
to the earth, without any injury to the
building.

It was not until the summer of 1752 that
he was enabled to complete his grand and
unparalleled discovery by experiment. The
plan which he had originally proposed, was,
to erect on some high tower, or other ele-
vated place, a sentry-box, from which should
rise a pointed iron rod, insulated by bein
fixed in a cake of resin. Electrified clouds
passing over this, would, he conceived, im-
part to it & portion of their electricity, which
would be rendered evident to the senses by
sparks Deing emitted, when a key, the
knuckle, or other conductor, was presented
to it. Philadelphia at 1his time afforded no
opportunity of trying an experiment of this
kind. While Franklin was waiting for the
erection of a spire, it occurred to him that
he might have more ready aceess to the re-
gion of clouds by means of a common kite,
He prepared one by fastening two cross
sticks to a silk handkerchief, which would
not suffer so much from the rain as paper.
To the upright stick was affixed an iron
point 5 the alrillg was, as usual, of hﬁm]?;-
except the lower end, which was silk.—
Where the hempen string terminated, a key
was fastened. With this apparaius, on the
appearance of a thunder-gust approaching,
he went out into the commons, accompanied
by his son, to whom alone he communicared
his intentions, well knowing the ridicule
which, too generally for the interest of sci-
ence, awaits unsuccessful experiments in
philosophy. He placed himself under a
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shade, to avoid the rain ; his kite was raised
—a thunder-cloud passed over it—no sign
of electricity appeared. He almost de-
spaired of suceess, when, suddenly, he ob-
served the loose fibres of his string to move
towards an erect position. He now pre-
sented his knuckle to the key, and received
a strong spark. How exquisite must ks
sensations have been at this moment! On
this experiment depended the fate of his
theory. If he succeeded, his name would
rank high among those who had improved
science ; if he failed, he must inevitably be
subjected to the derision of mankind, or,
what is worse, their pity, as a well-meaning
man, but a weak, silly projector.  The anx-
iety with which he looked for the result of
his experiment may be easily conceived.—
Doubts amd despair had begun to prevail,
when the fact was aseertained in so clear a
manner, that even the most incredulous
could no longer withhold their assent, Re-
peated sparks were drawn from the key, a
phial was charged, a shock given, and all
the experiments made which are usually
performed with electricity.

About a month before this period, some
ingenious Frenchman had completed the
discovery in the manner originally proposed
by Dv. Franklin. The letters whichiie sent
to Mr. Collinson, it is said, were refused a
place in the T'ransactions of the Royal So-
cicty of London. However this may be,
Collinson published them in a separate vo-
Inme, under the title of “ New Experiments
and Observations on Electricity, made at
Philadelphia, in America.” They were
read with avidity, and soon translated into
different  languages. A very incorrect
French translation fell into the hands of the
celebrated Buffon, who, notwithstanding the
disadvantages under which the work la-
boured, was much pleased with it, and re-
peated the experiments with success. He
prevailed on his friend, M. I'Alibard, to
give his countrymen a more correct transla-
tion of the works of the American electri-
cian. — This contributed much towards
spreading a knowledge of Franklin’s prin-
ciples in France. The king, Lounis XV,
hearing of these experiments, expressed a
wish to be a spectator of them. A course
of experiments was given at the seat of the
Duc 1 Ayen, at 8t. Germain, by M. de Lor.
The appleuses which the king bestowed upon
Franklin excited in Buffon, IAlibard, and
e Lor, an earnest desire of ascertaining
the truth of his theory of thunder-gust—
Buffon erected his apparatus on the tower
of Montbar, M. I'Alibard at Mary-la-ville,
amd De Lor at his house in the Estrapade,
at Paris, some of the highest ground in that
capital. D'Alibard’s machine first showed
gigns of clectricity. On the 10th of May,
1752, a thunder-clowd passed gpver it, in the
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absence of M. D’Alibard, and a number of
sparks were drawn from it by Coiffier, a
Joiner, with whom D’Alibard had left di-
rections how to proceed, and by M. Raulet,
the prior of Mary-la-ville. An account of
this experiment was given to the Royal
Academy of Sciencesy by M. D’Alibard, in
a Memoir, dated May 13th, 1752. On the
181h of May, M. de Lor proved equally suc-
cessful with the apparatus ervected at his
own house. These philosophers soon ex-
cited those of other parts of Europe to re-
peat the experiment ; amongst whom none
signalized themselves more than Father Bec-
cavia, of Turin, to whose observations sci-
ence i8 much indebted. Even the cold re-
gions of Russin were penetrated by the ar-
dour for discovery. Professor Richman
bade fair to add much to the stock of know-
lfﬁe on this subject, when an unfortunate
flash from his conductor put a period to his
existence, The friends of science will long
remember with regret the amiable martyr
to electricity. !

By these experiments, Franklin’s theory
was established in the most convipcing man-
ner.  When the trath of it could no longer
be doubted, envy and vanity endeavoured to
detract from its merit, That an American,
an iuhabitant of the obscure city of Phila-
delphia, the name of which was hardly
known, should be able to make discoveries,
and to frame theories, which had escaped
the uotice of the enlightened philosophers of
Europe, was too mortifying to be admitted.
He must certainly have taken the idea from
some one else.  An American, & being of
an inferior order, make discoveries '—Im-
possible ! It was saiwl, that the Abbé Nuol-
let, 1748, had suggeated the idea of the si-
milarity of lightning and electricity in his

ons de Plysigue, It is true, that the
abbé mentions the idea, but he throws it out
as a bare comjecture, and proposes no mode
of ascertaining the truth of it. He himself
acknowledges, that Framklin first enter-
tained the bold thought of bringing light-
ning from the heavens, by means of pointed
rods fixed in the air. The similarity of
lightwing and electricity is so strong, that
we need not be surprised at notice heing
taken of it, as soon as electrical phenomena
became familiar. We find it mentivned by
Dy. Wall and Mr. Grey, while the science
was in its infaney. But the honour of form-
ing a regular theory of thunder-gusts, of
suggertipg a mode of delermining the truth
of it by experiments, and of putting these
experiments in practice, and thus establish-
ing the theory upon a firm and solid basis,
is incontestibly due to Franklin,  D'Alibard,
who made the first experiments in Frauce,
says, that le only followed the tract which
Frauklin had puintad out.
It has been of late asserted, that the ho-

AT
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nour of completing the experiment with the
electrical kite does not belong to Franklia.
Some late English paragraphs have attri-
buted it to some Frenchman, whose name
they do not mention ; and the Abbée Ber-
tholon gives it to M. de Romas, assessor to
the presideal of Nerac: the Euglish para-
graphs probably refer to the same person.—
But a very slight attention will couvince us
of the injustice of this procedure: Dr.
Franklin's experiment was made in June,
1752 ; and his letter, giving an account of
it, is dated October 19, 1752, M. de Romas
made his first attempt on the 14th of May,
1753, but was not successful until the 7th
of June; a year after Franklin had com-
pleted the discovery, and when it was known
t0 all the philosophers in Europe,

Besides these great principles, Franklin’s
letters on electricity contain a number, of
facts and hints, which have contributed
greatly towards reducing this branch of
knowledge to a science. His friend, Mr.
Kinnersley, communicated to him a disco-
very of the different kinds of electricity, ex-
cited by rubbing glass and sulphur. This,
we have said, was first observed by M. du
Faye; but it was for many years neglected.
The philosophers were disposed to account
for the phenomena rather from a diffevence
in the quantity of electricity collected ; and
even Du Faye himself seems at last to have
adopted this doctrine. Franklin at first en-
tertained the same idea; but, upon repeat-
ing the experiments, he perceived that Mr.
Kinnersley was right, and that the vifreous
and resinous electricity of Du Faye were
nothing more than the positive and negative
states which he had before observed ; and
that the glass globe -:hm;ged positively, or
increased the quantity of electricity on the
prime conductor, while the globe of sulphur
diminished its natural quantity, or charged
negatively. These experiments and obser-
vations opened a new ficld for investigation,
upon which electricians entered with avidity ;
and their lalours have added much to the
stock of our knowledge.

In September, 1752, Franklin entered
upon a course of experiments to determine
the state of electricity in the clouds. From
a number of experiments he formed this
conclusion = That the clouds of a thun-
der-gust are most commonly in a negative
state of electricity, but sometimes ina posi-
tive state ;” and from this it follows, as a
necessary consequence, * that, for the most
part, in thunder-strokes, it is the earth that
strikes into the clouds, and not the clouds
that strike into the earth.” The letter con-
mining these observations is dated in Sep-
tember, 1753 ; and yet the discovery of as-
cending thunder has been eaid to be of a
mudern date, and has been attributed to the

Ablié Bertholuon, who published his Memoir
on the subject in 1776.

Franklin's letters have heen translated
into most of the European langua and
into Latin. In proportion as they have be-
come known, his principles have been
adopted. Some opposition was made to his
theories, particularly by the Abbé Nollet,
who was, however, but fecbly supported,
while the first philosophers in Europe
stepped forth in defence of Franklin's prin-
ciples, amongst whom ID’Alibard and Bee-
caria were the most distinguished. The
oppusition has gradually ceased, and the
Franklinian system is now universally adopt-
ed, where science flourishes.

The important practical use which Frank-
lin made of his discoveries, the securing of
houses from injury by lightning, has been
already mentioned. Pointed conductors are
now very common in America; but preju-
dice has hitherto preventied their general in-
troduction into Europe, notwithstanding the
most undoubted proofs of their utility have
been given. But mankind can with diffi-
culty brought to lay aside established
practices, or to adopt new ones: and per-
haps we have more reason to be surprised
that a practice, however rational, whicn
was ed about forty years ago, should
in that time have been adopted in so many
places, than that it has not universally pre-
vailed. 1t is only by degrees that the great
body of mankind can be led into new prac-
tices, however salutary their tendency. It
is now nearly eighty years since inoculation
was introduced into Europe and America;
and it is so far from being general at pre-
sent, that it will require vne or two centuries
to render it so.

In the year 1745, Franklin published an
account of his new-invented Pennsylvania
five-places, in which he minutely and accu-
rately states the advantages of different
kinds of fire-places, and endeavours to shew,
that the one which he describes is to be pre-
#erred to any other. This confrivance has
givenrise to the open stoves now in general
uge, which, however, differ from it in con-
straction, particularly in not having an air-
box at the back, through which a constant
supply of air, warmed in its passage, is
thrown into the room. The advantages of
this air, that as a stream of warm air = con-
tinually flowing into the room, less fuel is
necessary fo preserve a proper temperature,
and the room may be so tightened as that
no air may enter through cracks, the conse.
quence of which are colds, tooth-aches, &e.

Although philosophy was a principal ob-
ject of Franklin®s pursuit for several years,
he confined himself notio this. In the vear
1747, he became a member of the general
assembly of Pennsylvauia, as a burgess for
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the city of Philadelphia. Warm disputes
subsisted at this time between the Assembly
and the proprietaries ; each contending for
what they coneeived to be their just rights.
Franklin, a friend to the rights of man from
his nfancy, soon distinguished himself’ a
steady opponeut of the unjust schemes of
the proprietavies. He was soon lovked up
to as the head of the opposition ; and to
him have been attributed many of the spi-
rited veplies of the Assembly to the mes-
sages of the governors, His influence in the
body was very great. This arose not from
any superior powers of eloquence ; he spoke
but seldom, and he never was known to
make any thing like an elaborate harangue.
His specches often consisted of a single sen-
tence; of a well-told story, the moral of
which was obviously tothe point. He never
attempled the flowery fields of oratory ; his
mauner was plain and mild. His st}'fe in
speaking was, like that of his writings, sim-
ple, unadorned, and remarkably concise—
With this plain manner, and his penetrating
and =olid judgment, he was able to confound
the most eloquent and subtle of his adversa-
ries, to confirm the opinions of his friends,
and to make converts of the unprejudiced
who had opposed him. With a single ob-
m"l-’atiﬂﬂ:yﬂ[: has rendered of no avail an ele-

nt and lengthy discourse, and determined
& fate of a question of importance.

But he was not contented with thus sup-
porting the rights of the people : he wished
tm-engm- them permanently secure, which
can only be done by making their velue pro-
perly known ; and this must depend upon
increasing and extending information to
! class of men. We have already seen
that he was the fonnder of the public library,
which contributed greatly towards improv-
ing the minds of the citizens ; but this was
not sufficient. The schools then subsisting
were in general of little utility ; the teachers
weremen ill qualified for the important duty
which they bad undertaken ; and, after all,
nothing more could be obtained than the
rudiments of a common English education.
Franklin drew up a plan of an academy, to
be erected in the city of Philadelphia, suited
to “ the siate of an infant country ; but in
thig, as in all his plans, he confined not his
views to the present time only. He looked
forward to the period when an institution,
on an enlarged plan, wonld become neces-
gary. With this view, he considered his
academy as “ a foundation for posterity to
erect a seminary of lemning more extensive,
and suitable to future circumstances.” In
pursuance of this plan, the constitutions
were drawn up and signed on the 13th of
November, 1740, In these, twenty-four of
the moat respectable citizens of Philadelphia
were mamed as trustees. In the choice of
these, aud in the formation of his plan,

95

Franklin is said to have consulted chiefly
with Thomas Hopkinson, Esq. the Rev.
Richard Peters, then secretary of the pro-
vince, Tench Francis, Esq. attorney-gene-
ral, and Dr. Phineas Bomd.

The following article shews a spirit of be-
nevolence worthy of imitation ; and, for the
honour of our city, we hope that it continues
to be in foree :

“ In case of the disability of the reclor,
or any master, (established on the founda-
tion by veceiving a certain salary), throngh
sickness, or any other natural infirmity,
whereby he may be reduced to poverty, the
trustces shall have power to contribute to
his support, in proportion to his distress
and mevit, and the stock in their bands.™

The last clause of the fundamental rule
is expressed in language so tender and be-
nevolent, so truly parental, that it will do
everlasting honour to the hearts and heads
of the founders :

“ It is hoped and expected that the tros-
tees will make it (heir pleasure, and in some
degree their business, to visit the academy
often ; to encourage and countenance the
voull, to counienance and assist the mas-
ters, and, by all means in their power, ad
vance the usefulness and reputation of the
design ;—that they will look on the students
as, in some mensure, their own children,
treat them with familiarity and affection ;
and, when they have behaved well, gone
through their studies, and ave to enter the
world, they shall zealously unite, and make
all the interest that can be made, to promote
and establish them, whether in business,
offices, marriages, or any other thing for
their advantage, in preference to all other
persons whatzoever, even of equal merit.”

The constitution being =igned and made
public, with the names of the gentlemen
proposing themselves as trustees and found-
ers, the desigu was so well approved of by
the public-spivited eitizens of Philadelphia,
that the sum of eight hundred pounds per
annum, for five years, was, in the course of
a few weeks, subseribed for carrying it into
execution ; and in the beginming of January
following, (vis. 1750) three of the schools
were opened, namely, the Latin and Greek
schools, the mathematical school, and the
English echool.  In pursuance of an article
in the original plan, a school for educating
sixty boys and thirty girls (in the charter
since called the Charitable School) was
opened ; and, amidst all the difficultics with
which the trustees have struggled i respect
to their funds, has still been eontinued full
for the space of forty years: so that, allow-
ing three years’ education for each boy and
girl admitted into it, which is the general
rule, at least twelve hundred children have
received in it the chief part of their educa-
tion, who might otherwise, in a great mee
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gire, have been left without the means of
instruction ; and many of those who have
been thus educated arg now to be found
among the most useful and reputable citi-
zens of this siate.

This institution, thus snceessfully begun,
continued daily to flourish, to the great sa-
tisfaction of Dr. Franklin ; who, notwith-
standing the multiplicity of his other en-
gagements and pursuits, at that busy stage
of his life, was a constant attendant at the
monthly visitations and examinations of the
schools, and made it his particular study,
by weans of his extensive correspondence
abroad, to advance the reputation of the
seminary, and to draw students and scho-
lars to it from different parts of America
and the West Indies. Through the interpo-
gition of his benevolent and learned friend,
Peter Collinson, of London, upon the appli-
cation of the trustees, a charter of incorpo-
ration, dated July 13, 1753, was obtained
from the honourable propriectors of Penn-
sylvania, Thomas Penn and Richard Penn,

qrs. accompanied with a liberal benefac-
tion of five hundred pounds steling ; and
Dr. Franklin now hegan in good earnest to
please himself with the hopes of a specdy
accomplishment of his original design, viz.
the establishment of a perfect institution,
upon the plan of the European colleges and
universities ; for which his academy was
intended as a nursery or foundation. To
elucidate this fact is a matter of considera-
ble importance in respect to the memory
and character of Dr. Franklin as a philoso-
pher, and as the friend and patron of learn-
mg and science ; for, notwithstanding what
is expressly declared by him in the pream-

sble to the eonstitutions, viz. that the aca-
demy was begun for % teaching the Latin
and Greek languages, with all useful
branches of the arts and sciences, suitable
to the state of an infant conntry, and laying
a foundation for posterity to erect a semi-
nary of learning more extensive, and suit-
able to their future circumstances ;™ yet it
has been suggested of late, as upon Dr.
Franklin’s authority, that the Latin and
Greek, or the dead languages, are an in-
cumbrance npon a scheme of liberal educa-
tion, and that the engrafting or founding a
college, or more extensive seminary, upon
his academy, was without his approbation or
agency, and gave him discontent. If the
reverse of this does not already appear from
what has been quoted above, the fullowing
letters will put the matter beyond dispute.
They were written by him to a gentleman,
who had at that time published the idea of
a college, suited to the circumstances of a
young country, (‘mmniug New York); a
copy of which having been sent to Dr.
Franklin for his opinion, gave rise to that
correspondence which terminated about a

year afterwards, in erecting the college upon
the foundation of the academy, and esta-
blishing that gentleman at the head of both,
where ke still continues, after a period of
thirty-six years, to preside with distinguished
reputation.

rom these letters, also, the state of the
academy at that time will be seen.

% Philad. April 19, 1753.
“sIm,

¢ I received your favour of the 11th in-
stant, with your new* piece on Education,
which I shall carefully peruse, and give you
my sentiments of it, as you desire, by next
post.

# | believe the young gentlemen, your pu-
!;iln, may be entertained and instructed here,

n mathematics and philosophy, to satisfac-
tion. Mr. Alisun{ (who was educated at
Glasgow) has been long accustomed to teach
the latter, and Mr. Grew] the former ; and
I think their pupils make great pro
M. Alison has the care of the Latin and
Greek school, but as he has now three good
assistants,|| he can very well affuord some
hours every day for the instruction of those
who are engaged in higher studics. The
mathematical school is pretty well furnished
with instruments. The English library is a
good one ; and we have belonging to it a
middling apparatus for experimental philo
suphy, and propose speedily to complete it.
The Loganian library, one of the best col-
lections in America, will shortly be opened ;
g0 that neither books nor instruments will
be wanting ;—and as we are determined al-
ways to give good salaries, we have reason
to believe we may have always an opporta-
nity of choosing good maslers ; upon which,
indeed, the success of ithe whole depends.—
We are obliged to you for vour kind offers
in this respect ; and when you are settled in
England, we may occasionally make use of
your friendship and judgment.

“If it suits your convenience to visit Phi-
ladelphia before you return to Euwrope, I
ghall be extremely glad to see and converse
with you here, as well as to corvespond with
you after your settlement in Englaud ; for
an acquaintance and commumeation with
men of learning, virtue, and public spirit,
is one of my greatest enjoyments.

“ 1 do not know whether you ever ha
pened to see the first proposals 1 made for -
erecting this academy. 1 send them inclosed. .
They had (however imperfect) the desived

L —

* A general idea of the college of Mirania.

+ The Hev, and learaed Mr. Francis Alison, af-
terwards DL and vice-provost of the college.

4 Mp. Theophilus Grew, afterwards professor of §
mathematics in e college |

il Those assisianis wzre af that time Mr. Charless
Thomson, lute sccretary of conguess, Mr. Paul!
Jackson, and Mr. Jacob D ke,
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success, being followed by a subseription of
four thousand pounds, towands r.:an'jr'lng
them into execution. And as we are fon
of veceiving advice, and ave daily improving
by experience, [ am in hopes we shall, in a
few years, see a perfect institution.
“ [ am, very respectfully, &c.
“B. FRANKLIN.

& My, W. Smith, Long Island.”

“ IR, Philad. May 3, 1753.

% Mvr. Peters has just now been with me,
and we have compared notes on your new
piece. We find nothing in the scheme of
education, however excellent, but what is,
in our opinion, very practicable. The great
difficulty will be to find the Aratus,* and
other suitable persous, to carry it into exe-
cution ; but such may be had if proper en-
couragement be given. We have both re-
eﬂivr:f great pleasure in the perusal of it.
For my part, | know not when [ have read
a piece that has more affected me—so noble
amidl just are the sentiments, so warm and
animated the language; yet as censure
from your friends may be of more use, as
well as more agreeable to you than praise, 1
ought to mention, that T wish you had omit-
ted not only the quotation from the Review, 4
which you are now justly dissatisfied with,
but those expressions of resentment against
your adversaries, in pages 63 and 79. In
such cases, the noblest victory is obtained
by neglect, and by shining on.

“Mr. Allen has been out of town these
ten days ; but before he went he directed me
to procure him six copies of your piece.
Mr. Peters has taken ten. He proposed to
have wriiten to you ; but omils it, as he ex-
pects so soom to have the pleasure of seeing
you here. He desires me to present his
affectionate compliments to you, and to
assure you, that you will be very welcome
to him. 1 shall ounly say, that you may de-
pend on my doing all in my power to make
your visit to Philadelphia agreeable to

you. “1am, &e.
“ Mr. Smifh. “B. FRANKLIN.”

“ pEAR 2IR, JPhilad. Nov. 27, 1753.

% Having written you fully, via Bristol,
I have now little to add. Matters velating

* The name given to the principal or head of the
wleal eollege, the system of education in which
hath nevertheless been nearly realived, or followed
as a model, in the college and acadeiny of Phila-
delphia, and some other American seminaries, for
I.mm% Years past,

+ The guotaticn alluded to (from the Londan
Maonthly view for 1740), was judged to reflect
oo severniy oi the discipline and government of the
English npiversities of Oxford and Cambridge, and
was expunged from the following editions of (his

wogh, .

to the academy remain m statu guo. T e
trustees would be glad to see a rector esta
blished there, but they dread entering into
new engagements till they ave got out of debn 5
and I have pot yet got them wholly over to
my opinion, that a good professor, or teacher
of the higher branches of learning, wonld
draw so many scholars as to pay great part,
if not the whole of his salary. Thus, unless
the proprietors (of the province] shiall think
fit to put the finishing hand to our insti-
tution, it must, 1 fear, wait soine few years
longer before it can mrive at that state of
perfection, which te me it seems now
capable of ; and all the pleasure [ promised
myself in seeing you settled among us, va-
nishies into smoke. :

“ But good Mr. Collinson wriles me word,
that no endeavours of his shall be wanting ;
and he hopes with the archbishop’s assistance
to be able to prevail with owr proprietors.*
I pray God grant them success.

“ My son presents his affectionate regards,

with,
% Dear Sir, your's, &e.
“B FRAXKLIN.

“P. 8. 1 have not been favoured witha
line from you since yourarrival in England.”

e

¥ Philadelphia,
“ pDEAR BIR, April 18, 1754.

“I have bad but one letter from you since
your arrival in Eungland, which was but a
short one, via Boston, dated October 18th,
acquainting me that you had written largely
by Captain Davis.—Davis was lost, and
with him your letters, to my great disap
pointment, Mesnard and Gibbon have
since arrived here, and T hear nothing from
you. My comfort is, an imagination that
you only omit writing because you are
coming, and propose o tell me every thing
wiva voce. So not knowing whether this
letter will reach you, and hoping either to
see or hear from you by the Myrtilla, Cap-
tain Budden's ship, which is daily expected,
I only add, that 1 awn, with great esteem and
aflection,

“ Your's, &e.

My, Smith. “B Fraszpin

About a month after the date of this last
letter, the gentleman to whom it was ad-
dressed arvived in  Philadelphia, and was
immediately placed at the head of the semi-

* Upon the :pr'ii.'iltiﬂ'l!l of Arclibishop Herring and
P. Collinson, Esqg, at D, Franklin's request (aiden
by the letters of Mr. Allenand Mr, Peters, ) thic Hou,
T{:n:naa Penn, Esq, subseribed an anoual sum, or
afterwards gave al least £5000 (o the founding o
engrafting the college upon the academy,
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nary ; wherehy Dr. Franklin and the other
trustecs were enabled to prosecute their
plan, for perfecting the institution, “and
opening the college upon the large and
liberal foundation on which it now stands ;
for which purpose they obtained their
additional charter, dated May 27th, 1755.
Thus far we thought it proper to exhibit
in one view Dr. Franklin's services in the
foundation and establishment of this semi-
nary. He soon afterwards embarked for
England, in the public, service of his coun-
try; and having been generally employed
abroad, in the like service, for the greatest
part of the remainder of his life (as will ap-
pear in our subsequent account of the same)
he had but few opportunities of taking any
further active part in the affairs of the
seminary, until his final return in the year
1785, when he found its charters violated,
and his ancient colleagues, the original
founders, deprived of their trust, by an act
of the legislature ; and although his own
name had been inserted amongst the new
trustees, yet he declined to take his seat
among them, or any concern in the manage-
ment of their affairs, till the nstitution was
vestored by law to its original owners,
He then assembled his old Eﬂl%'ﬂﬂ. es at his
own house, and being chosen their presi-
dent, all their future meetings were, at his
request, held there, till within a few months
of his death, when with reluctance, and at
~ their desire, lest he might be too much in-
jured by his attention to their business, he
suffered them to meet at the college.
Franklin not only gave birth to many
useful institutions himself, but he was also
instrumental in promoting those which had
originated with other men.: About the
vear 1752, an eminent physician of this city,
Dr. Bond, considering the deplorable state
of the poor, when visited with disease, con.
ceived the idea of establishing an hos-
pital. Notwithstanding very great exer-
tions on his part, he was able to interest
few people so far in his benevolent plan,
as to obtain subscriptions from them. Un-
willing that his scheme should prove abor-
tive, he sought the aid of Franklin, who
readily engaged in the business, both by
using his influence with his friends, and by
stating the advantageous influence of the
proposed institution in his paper. These
efforts were attended with success,  Consi-
derable sums were subscribed ; but they were
still short of what was necessary. Franki-
lin now made another exertion. He ap-
plied o the Assembly; and, after some
opposition, obtained leave to bring in a
bill, specifying, that as soon as two thousand
pounds were subsciibed, the same sum
should be drawn from the treasury by the
speaker’s warrant, 10 be - applied to the
puwrposes. of the institution. The oppo-
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sition, as the sum was granted upon a con-
tingency, which they supposed would never
take place, were silent, and the bill passed.
The friends of the plan now redoubled their
efforts, to oblain subscriptions to the
amount stated in the bill, and were soon
successful. This was the foundation of the
Penmsylvanian Hospital, which, with the
Bettering House and Dispensary, bears
ample testimony of the humanity of the citi-
zens of Philadelphia.

Dy. Franklin bad conducted himself so
well in the office of post-master, and had
shewn himself to be so well acquainted with
the business of that department, that it was
thonght expedient to raise him to a more
dignified station. In 1753 he was appoint-
eid deputy post-master gﬂnﬂml for the Bri-
tish colonies. The profits arising from the
postage of letters formed no inconsiderable
part of the revenue, which the crown of
Great Britain derived from these colonies.
In the hands of Franklin, it is said, that the
post-office in America yielded annually
thrice as much as that of Ireland.

The American colonies were much exposed
to depredations on their frontiers by the
Indians ; and, more particularly, whenever a
war took place between France and England.
The colonies, individually, were either too
weak to take efficient measares for their own
defence, or they were unwilling to take
upon themselves the whole burdenof erecting
forts and maintaining garrisons, whilst their
neighbours, who partook equally with them-
selves of the advantages, contributed nothing
to the expense.  Sometimes also the disputes,
which subsisted between the govenors and
assemblies, prevented the adoption of means
of defence ; as we have seen was the case in
Pennsylvania in 1745. To devise a plan of
unien between the colonies, to regulate tids
and other matters, appeared a desirable ob-
ject. To accomplish this, in the year 1754,
commissioners from New Hampshire, Mas-
sachusets, Rhode Island, New Jersey, Penn-
sylvania, and Maryland, met at Albany.
Br. Frauklin attended here, as a commissi
oner from Pennsylvania, and produced a plan,
which, from the place of meeting, has been
usually termed, “ The Albany Plan of Union.”
This proposed, that application should be
made for an act of parliament, to establish
in the colonics & general government, to be
administered by a president-general, appoint
ed by the erownyand by a grand council con-
sisting of members, chosen by the represent-
tatives of the different colonies; their nmmber
tu be in direct proportion to the sums paid by
encheolony into the general treasuyy, with this
restriction, that no colony should have more
than seven, nor less than two representatives.
The whole executive authority was comnit-
ted to the president-general.  The power of |
legislation was lodged in the grand council |
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and president-general jointly; his consent
being made necessary to passing a bill into a
law. The power vested in the president and
council was, to declare war and peace, and
to conclude treaties with the lndian nations ;
to regulate trade with, and to make purcha-
ges of vacant landg from, them, either in the
name of the crown, or of the union ; to get-
tle new colonies, to make laws for govern-
ing these, until they shonld be erccted into
separate governments ; and torvaise froops,
build forts, and fit out armed vessels, and to
use other means for the general defence;
and, to effect these things, a power was
given to make laws, laying such duties, im-
posts, or taxes, as they should find necessary,
and as would be least burdensome to the
people.  All laws were to be sent to Eng-
land for the king's approbation ; and, unless
disapproved of within three years, were to
vemain in force. All officers of the land or
sea service were to be nominated by the pre

sident-general, and approved of by the ge-
neral council ; civil officers were to be no-
minated by the council, and approved of by
the president. Suich are the outlines of the
plan proposed, for the consideration of the
congress, by Dr. Franklin. After several
days discussion, it was nnanimously agreed
to by the commissioners, a copy transmitted
to each assembly, and one to the king's
council. The fate of it was singular. It
was disapproved of by the ministry of Great
Britain, because it gave too much power to
the representatives of the people; and it was
rejected by every assembly, as giving to the
president-general, the representative of the
crown, an influence greater than appeared
to them proper, in & plan of government
intended for freemen. Perhaps this rejec-
tion, on both sides, is the strongest proof
that could be adduced of the excellence of
it, ae suited to the situation of America and
Great Britain at that time It appears to
have steered exactly in the middle, between
the opposite interests of both.

Whether the adoption of this plan would
have prevented the separation of America
from Great Britain, is a question which
might afford much room for speculation.
It may be said, that, by enabling the colo.
wies to defend themselves, it would have re-
moved the pretext upon which the stamp-
act, tea act, and other acts of the British
parliament, were passed; which excited a
spirit of opposition, and laid the foundation
for the separation of the two countries. But,
on the other hand, it muost be admitted, that
the restriction laid by Great Britain upon
our commerce, obliging us to sell our pro-
duce to her citizens only, and to take from
them various articles, of which, as our ma-
nufacturers were disconraged, we stood in
Beed, at a price greater than that for which
they could have been obtained from other
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nations, must inevitably produce dissatis-
faction, even though no duties were im-
posed by the parliament; a circumstance
which might still have taken place, Be-
sides, as the president-general was to be
appointed by the crown, he must, of neces-
gily, he devoted to its views, and would,
therefore, refuse to assent to any laws, how-
ever salutary to the community, which had
the most remote tendency to injure the in-
terests of his sovereign. Even should they
receive his assent, the approbation of the
king was to be necessury 3 who would indu-
bitably, in every instance, prefer the advan-
tage of his own dominions to that of bis
colonies. Hence would ensne perpetual
disagreements between the council and the
president-general, and thus between the
people of America and the crowa of Great
Britain :—while the colonies continued wealk,
they would be obliged fo submit, and as soon
as they acquired stvength, they would be-
come more urgent in their demands, until,
at length, they would shake off the yoke,
and declare themselves independeant.

Whilst the French were n possession of
Canada, their trade with the natives extend-
ed very far; even to the back of the British
settlements. They were disposed, from time
to time, to establish posts within the Lerri-
tory, which the English claimed as their
own. Independent of the injury to the fur
trade, which was considerable, the colonies
suffered this further inconvenience, that the
Indians were frequently instigated to com-
mit depredations on their frontiers.  In the
year 1753, encroachments were made nponthe
boundaries of Virginia. Remonstrances had no
effect. Inthe ensuing year, a body of men was
sent out, under the command of Mr. Washing-
ton, who, though a very young man, had, by his
conduct in the preceding year, shewn himself
worthy of sach an important trust.  Whilst
marching to take possession of the post at
the junction of the Allegany and Mononga-
hela, he was informed that the French had
already erccted a turt there, A detachment
of their men marched against him. He forti.
fied bimself as strongly as time and circum-
stances would admit. A superiority of num-
bers soon obliged him to surrender Fort
Necessity. He obtained honourable terms
for himself and men, and returned to Virgi-
nia. The government of Great Britain now
thought it necessary to interfere. In the
year 1755, General Draddock, with some
regiments of regular troops and provincial
levies, was sent to dispossess the French of
the posts upon which they had seized. After
the men were all ready, a diffhiculty occurred,
which had nearly prevented the expedition.
This was the want of waggons. Franklin
now stepped forward, and with the assis-
tance of his son, in a little time procured a
hundred and fifty. Braddock unfortunately
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fell futo en ambuscade, and perished, witha
number of his men. Washington, who had
accompanied him as an aid-de-camp, and
had warned him, in vain, of his danger, now
displayed great military talents in effecting
a retreat of the remains of the army, and in
forming a junction with the rear, under
Colonel Dunbar, upon whom the chief com-
mand now devolved. With some difficulty
they brought their little body to a place of
safety, but they found it necessary to de-
stroy their waggons and baggage, to prevent
them from falling into the hands of the
enemy. For the waggons, whichhe had fur-
nia&m{. Franklin had given bonds to a large
amount. The owners declared their inten-
tion of obliging him to make a restitution of
their property. Had they put their threats
in execution, ruin must inevitably have
been the consequence. Governor Shirley,
finding that he had incurred those debts for
the service of government, made arrange-
ments to have them discharged, and released
Frauklin from his disagrecable situation,

The alarm spread through the colonies,
after the defeat of Braddock, was very great.
Preparations to arm were every where made.
In Penusylvania, the prevalence of the qua-
ker interest prevented the adoption of any
system of defence, which would compel the
citizens to bear arms. Franklin introduced
into th: Assembly a bill for organizing a
militia, by which every man was allowed to
take arms or not, as to him should appear
fit. The quakers, being thus left at liberty,
suffered the bill to pass , for, although their
principles would uot suffer them to fight,
they had no objection to their neighbours
fighting for them. In consequence of this
act a very respectable militia was formed.
The sense of impending danger infused a mi-
litary spiwrit in all, whose religious tenels
were not opposed to war. Franklin was ap-
pointed colonel of aregiment in Philadelphia,
which consisted of 1200 men.

The north-western frontier being invaded
by the enemy, it became necessary to adopt
measures for its defence. Franklin was di-
rected by the governor to take eharge of
this. A power of raising men, and of ap-

inting officers to command them, was
vested in him. He soon levied a body of
troops, with which he repaired to the place
at which their ence was necessary. Here
he built a fort, and placed the garrison in
such a posture of defence as would enable
them to withstand the inroads to which the
inhabitants had been previously exposed.
He remained here for some time, in order the
more completely to discharge the trust com-
mitted to him. Some business of importance
at length rendered his presence necessary in
the Assembly, and he returned to Philadel phia.

The defence of her colonies was a great
expense to Great Britoin,  The most effec-

tual mode of lessening this was, to put arms
into the hands of the inhabitants, and to
teach them their use. But Eugland wished
nol that the Americans should become ac-
quainted with their own strength.  She was
apprehensive, that, as soon as this period
arrived, they would no longer submit to that
mgnopoly of their trade, which to them was
highly injurious, but extremely advantage-
ous to the mother connrty.  In comparison
with the profits of this, the expense of
maintaining armics and fleets to defend
them was trifling. She fought to keep them
dependent upon her for protection ; the best
plan which could be devised for retaining them
in peaceable subjection. The least appear-
ance of a military spirit was therefore 1o be
guarded against ; and, although a war then
raged, the act of organizing a militia was
disapproved of by the ministry. The regi-
ments which had been formed under it were
disbanded, and the defence of the province
entrusted to regular troops.

The disputes between the proprietaries
and the people continned in full foree, al-
though a war was raging on the frontiers.
Not even the sense of danger was sufficient
to reconcile, for ever s0 short a time, their
jarring interests. The Assembly still in.
sisted upon the justice of taxing the pro-
prietary estates, but the governors con-
stantly refused their assent to this measure,
withont which no bill could pass into & law.
Eora at the obstinacy, and what they
conceived to be unjust proceedings of their
opponents, the Assembly at length deter
mined to apply to the mother-country for
relief. A petition was addressed to the king,
in council, stating the inconveniences under
which the inkabitanis labourved, from the
attention of the proprietaries to their pri-
vate interests, to the neglect of the general
welfare of the community, and praying for
redress. Franklin was an-ninted to present
this address, as agent for the province of
Pennsylvania, and departed from America
in June 1757.  In confurmity to the instrue
tions which he bad reccived from the legis-
luture, he held a conference with the pro-
prietaries who then resided in England, and
endeavoured to prevail uwpon them to give
up the long-contested point.  Finding that
they would hearken to no terms of aceom-
modation, he laid his petition before the
council. During this time Governor Denp
assented to a law imposing a fax, in whicz
no discrimination was made in favour of the
estates of the Penn family. They, alarmed
at this intelligence, and Franklins exertions,
used their nimost endeavours to prevent the
royal sanction being given to this law,
which they represented as highly iniquitous,
designed to throw the buvden of supporting
government upon them, and calculated 1o
produce the most ruinous consequenices (o
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~them and their posterity.—The cause was
amply discussed before the privy council.
The Penns found bere some strenuous advo-
cates; nor were there wanting some who
warmly espoused the side of the people.
After some time spent in debate, a proposal
was made, that Franklin should solemuly
enzage, that the assessment of the tax
should be so made, as that the proprietary
estates should pay no more than a due pro-
portion. This he agreed to perform, the
Penn family withdrew their opposition, and
tranquillity was thus once more restored to
the provinre. athas 4

The mode in which this dispute was ter-
minated, is a striking proof of the high
opinion entertained of Franklin’s integrity
aml honour, even by those who considered
him as inimical to their views. Nor was
their confidence ill-founded. The assess.
ment was made npon the strictest principle
of equity; and the lpru'prieinr;,r estates bore
only a proportionable share of the expenses
of supporting government.

After the completion of this important
business, Franklin remained at the court of
Great Britain, as agent for the province of
Pennsylvania. The extensive knowledge
which he possessed of the situation of the
colonies, and the regard which he always ma-
nifested for their interests, -occasioned his
appointment to the same office by the colo-

.mies of Massachussetts, Muaryland, and
Georgia. His conduct, in this situation,
was such as rendered him still more dear to
his countrymen.

He had now an opportunity of indulging
in the sociely of those friends, whom his
merits had procured him while at a distance.
The regard which they had entertained for
him, was rather increazed by a personal ac-
quaintance. The opposition which had been
made to his discoveries in philosophy gra-
dually ceased, and the rewards of literary
merit were abundantly conferred upon him.
The Royal Society of London, which had at
first refused his performances admission into
ils transactions, vow thought it an honour
to rank him among its fellows. Other so-
cieties of Europe were equally ambitious of
calling him a member. The university of

. St. Andrew’s, in Scotland, conferred upon
him the degree of Doctor of Laws,  Its ex-
ample was followed by the universities of
Edimburgh and Oxford. His correspondence
was sought for by the most emivent phi-
losophers of Europe. His letters to these
ahound with true science, delivered in the
most simple, unadorned manner.

The provinee of Canada was at this time
in the possession of the French, who had
originally settled it. The trade with the In-
dians, for which its situation was very con-
venient, was exceedingly lucrative. The
French traders here found a market for their
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commodities, and recelved In return large
quantities of rich fars, which they disposed
of at a high price in Europe. Whilst the
possession of this country was highly advan-
tageous to France, it was a grievous incon-
venience to the inhabitants of the British
colonies. The Indians were almost ge-
nerally desivous to cultivate the friendship
of the French, by whom they were abun-
dantly supplied with arms and ammunition.
Whenever a war happened, the Indians were
ready o fall upon the fronticrs; and this
they frequently did, even when Great Britain
and France were at peace. From these con-
siderations, it appeared to be the interest of
Great Britain to gain the possession of Ca-
nada. But the importance of such an
acquisition was not well understood in Eng-
land. Franklin about this time published
his Canada pamphlet, in which he, in a very
forcible manner, pointed out the advantages
which would result from the conquest of
this province.

An expedition againt it was planned, and
the command given to General Wolfe. Hin
snecess is well known, At the treaty, in
1762, France ceded Canada to Great Britain,
and by her cession of Lounisiana, at the same
time, relinquished all her possessions on the
continent of America. )

Although Dr. Franklin was now prin-
cipally occupied with political pursuits, he
found time for philosophical studies. He
extended his electrical recearches, and made
a variety of experiments, particularly on the
tourmalin. The singular properties which
this stone possesses, of being electrified oun
one side positively, and on the other ne-
gatively, by heat alone, without friction, had
been but lately ohserved.

Some experiments on the eold produced
by evaporation, made by Dr. Cullen, had
been communicated to Dr. Franklin, by Pro-
fessor Simpson, of Glasgow. These he re-
peated, and found, that, by the evaporation
of ether in the exhausted receiver of an air-
l;llmp, s0 great a degree of cold was pro-
duced in a summer's day, that water was
converted into ice. This discovery he ap-
plied to the solution of a number of phe-
nomena, particularly a singular fact, which
philosophers had endeavoured in vain to
account for, viz. that the temperatureof the
human body, when in health, never exceeds
06 degrees of Fahrenheit’s thermometer,
although the atmosphere which sarrounds it
may be heated to a much greater degree.
This he attributed to the increased perspi-
ration, and conseguent evaporation, produ-
ced by the heat.

In aletter to Mr. Small, of London, dated
in May, 1760, Iv. Franklin makes a number
of observations, tending to shew that, in
North Ameriea, north-east storms begin in
the south-west parts. H appears from actual
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vhservations, that a northieast storm which
extended a considerable  distance, com-
menced at Philadelphia nearly four hours
hefore it was felt at Boston.—He endeavour-
ed to account for this, by supposing that,
from heat, some rarefaction takes place
about the gulph of Mexico, that the air fur-
ther porth being cooler rushes in, and is sue-
ceeded by the cooler and denser air still
farther north, and that thus a continued cur-
rent is at length produced. .

The tone produced by rubbing the brim
of adrinking-glass with a wet finger had been
generally known. A Mr. Puckeridge, an
Irishman, by placing on a table a number
of glasses of different sizes, and tuning them
by partly filling them with water, endeavour-
ed to form an instrument capable of playing
tunes. He was prevented, {,’: an untimely
end, from bringing his invention to any de-
gree of perfection. After his death some
improvements were made upon his plan,
The sweetness of the tones induced Dr,
Franklin to make a variely of experiments g
and he at length formed that elegant instru-
ment, which he has called the Armonica.

In the summer of 1762, he returned to
America. On his he observed the
singular effect prorEm:ﬂ:l by the agitation of a
vessel containing oil floating on water., The
surface of the oil remains smooth and un-
disturbed, whilst the water is agitated with
the utmost commotion.—No satisfactory ex-
plasation of thisappearance has, we believe,
ever been given,

Dr. Franklin received the thauks of the
Assembly of Pennsylvania, “ as well for the
faithful discharge of his duty to that pro-
vinee in particular, as for the many and im-
portant services dune to America in general,
during his residence in Great Britain.” A
compensation of 50001. Pennsylvania cur-
rency, was also decreed hith for his services
during six years.

During his absence he had been annually
clected member of the Assembly. On his
return to Pennsylvania he again took his
seat in this body, and continuwed a steady
defender of the liberties of the people.

In December, 1762, a circamstance which
caused great alarm in the province took
place. A number of Indians had resided in
the county of Lancaster, and conducted
themselves uniformly as friends to the white
inhabitants. Repeated depredations on the
froutiers had exazperated the inhabitants to
such a degree, that they determined on
revenge upon every Indian. A number of
persons, to theamount of about 120, prin.
cipally inhabitants of Donegal and Peckstang
or Paxton townships, in the county of York,
assembled ; and, mounted on  horseback,

roceeded to the settlement of these harm-

aud defenceless Indians, whose number

had now been reduced to sbout twenty.
The Indians received intelligence of the
attack which was intended against them,
but dishelieved it. Considering the white
people as their friends, they apprehended no
danger from them. When the party arvived
at the Indian settlement, they found only
somewomen and children, and a few old men-
the rest being absent at work, They mur.
dered all whom they found, and amongst
others the chief Shaheas, who had been
always distinguished for his friendship to the
whites. This bloody deed excited much
indignation in the well-disposed part of the
community.

The remainder of these uwnfortunate In-
dians, wliv, by absence, had escaped the
massacre, were conducted to Lancaster, and
lodged in the gaol as a place of security.
The Governor issued a proclamation, ex-
pressing the strongest disapprobation of the
actiony offering a veward for the discovery
of the perpetrators of the deed, and pro-
hibiting all iujuries to the peaceful Indians
in future. But, notwithstanding this, a
party of the same men shovtly atter marched
to Lancaster, broke open the gaol, and in-
bumanly butchered the innocent Indians
who had been placed there for security.
Anuther proclamation was issued, but jt
had no effeet. A detachment marched
down to Philadelphia, for the express pur-
pose of murdering some friendly Indians,
who had been removed tothe city for safety.
A vumber of the citizens armed in their de-
fence.~—The quakers, whose principles are
opposed to fighting, even in their own
defence, were most active upon this oe-
casion. The rivters came to Germantown.
The Governor fled for safety to the house of
Dr. Franklin, who, with some others, ad-
vanced to meet the Paxton boys, as they
were called, and had infloence enough to
prevail upon them to relinguish their under-
taking, and retwrn to their homes.

The disputes between the proprietaries
and the Assembly, which, for a time, had
subsided, were again revived. The pro-
prietaries were dissatisfied with the con-
cessivns maude in favour of the people, amd
maude great struggles to recover the privilege
of exempting their estates from taxation,
which they had been induced to give up.

In 1763, the Assembly passed a militia
bill, to which the Governor refused to give
his assent, unless the Assembly would agree
to certain amendments which he proposed.
These consisted in increasing the fines; and,
in some cases, substituting death for fines.
He wished too, that the officers shoulidl be
appointed altogether by himself, and not
numinated by the people, as the bill h
proposed.  These amendments the Asse
bly considered as inconsistent with
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spivit of liberty. They would wot adopt
them ; the Governor was obstinate, and the
bill was lost. i

These, and vavious other circumstances,
increased the uneasiness which subsisted
between the proprietaries and the Assembly,
to such a degree, that, in 1764, a petition
to the king was agreed to by the house,
praying an alteration from a proprictary to
a regal government. Great opposition was
made to this measure, not only in the house,
but in the public prints. A speech of Mr.
Dickenson, on the subject, was published,
with a preface by Dr. Smith, in which great
pains were taken to shew the impropriety
and impolicy of this proceding. A speech
of Mr. Galloway, in reply to Mr. Dickenson,
was published, accompanied with a preface
by Dy. Frankling in which he ably opposed
the principles laid down in the preface to
Mr. Dickeuson's speech.  This apgl'ricatiun
to the throve produced no effect.  The pro-
prietary government was still continued.

At the election for a new assembly, in the
fall 'of 1764, the friemds of the proprietaries
made great exertions lo exclude those of the
adverse party ; and they obtained a small
majority in the city of Philadelphia. Irank-
lin now lost his seat in the house, which he
had held for fourteen years. On the meet-
ing of the Assembly, it appeared that there
was still a decided majority of Franklin's
friends. He was immediately appointed

vincial agent, to the great chagrin of
is ecnemies, who made a solemn protest
against his appointment ; which was refused
admission npon the minutes, as being un-
precedented. It was, however, published in
the papers, and produced a spirited reply
from him, just before his departure for
Euglamnd.

The disturbances produced in America,
by Mr. Grenville's stamp act, and the op-
position made to it, are well known., Under
the Marquis of Rockingham's administra-
tion, it appeared expedient to endeavour to
calm the minds of the colonists ; and the
repeal of the odious tax was contemplated.
Amongst other means of collecting infor-
mation on the disposition of the people to
submit to it, Dr. Franklin was called to the
bar of the House of Commons. The ex-
amination which he here underwent was
published, and contains a striking proof of
the extent and accuracy of his information,
and the facility with which he communicated
his sentiments. He represented facts in so
strong a point of view, that the expediency
of the act must have appeared clear to
every unprejudiced mind. The act, afier
some opposition, was repealed, about a year
after it was enacted, and before it had
ever been carried iuto execution.

In the year 1766, he made a visit to Hol-
land and Germaay, and received the great
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est marks of attention from men of science.
In his passage throngh Holland, be learned
from the watermen the effect which a dimi-
nution of the gquantity of water in canals
has, in impeding the progress of hoats.
Upon his return to England, he was led
to make a wumber of experiments, all of
which tended to confirm the observation.
These, with an explanation of the pheno-
menon, he communicated in a letter to his
friend, Sir John Pringle; which is among his
philosophical pieces.

In the following year he travelled into
France, where he met with a no less favour-
able reception than he bad experienced in
Germany. He was introduced to a number
of literary characters, and to the king,
Louis XV,

Several letters written by Hutchinson,
Qliver, and others, to persons in eminent
stations in Great Britain, came into the
hands of Dr. Franklin. These contained
the most violent invectives against the
characters of the state of Massachusetis,
and strenvously advised the prosecution of
vigorous measuresy 1o compel the people to
obedience to the measures of the ministry.
These he transmitted to the legislature, by
whom they were published. Attested copies
of them were sent to Great Britain, with an
address, praying the King to dischurge from
office persons who had vendered themseclves
s0 obnoxious to the people, and who had
shewn themselves so unfriendly to their in-
terests, The publication of these letters

roduced a duel between My, Whately and

r. Temple ; each of whom was suspected
of baving been instrumental in procuring
them. Topreventany further disputes on this
subject, Dv. Frauklin, in one of the public
papers, declared that he had sent them to
America, but wounld give no infornalion
concerning the manuer in which he had
obtained them; nor was this ever dis-
covered,

Shortly after, the petition of the Massa-
chusselts assembly was taken up for ex-
amination before the privy-council. Dr.
Frankliv attended asagent for the Assembly;
and heve a torrent of the most violent amd
unwarranted abuse was poured upon him
by the solicitor-general, Wedderburne, who
was engaged as counsel for Oliver and
Hutchinson. The petition was declared to
be scandalous and vexatious, and the prayer
of it refused.

Although the parlinment of Great Britain
had repealed the stamp-act, it was ouly
upon the principle of expediency, They
still insisted upon their vight to tax the
colonies ; and, at the same time that the
stamp-act was repealed, an act was passcd,
declaring the right of parliament to biad
the colonies in all cases whatsoever. Thic
language was used even by the most sticnu
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ous opposers of the stamp-act; and,
amongst others, by Mr. Pitt. This right
was never recogmsed by the colonists 5 but,
as they flattered themselves that it would
not be exercised, they were not very active
in remonstrating agamst it. Had this pre-
tended right been suffered to remain dor-
mant, the colonists would cheerfully have
furnished their quota of supplies, in the
mode to which they had been accustomed ;
that is, by acts of their own assemblies, in
consequence of requisitions from the Se-
eretary of State. If this practice had been
pursued, such was the disposition of the
colonies towards their mother-country, that,
notwithstanding the disadvantages under
which they laboured, from restraints upon
their trade, calculated solely for the benefit
of the commercial and manufacturing in-
terests of Great Britain, a separation of the
two countries might have been a far distant
event. The Americans, from their earliest
infancy, were taught to veneratea people
from whom they were descended ; whose
langaage, laws, and manners, were the
same as their own. They looked up to
them as models of perfection; and, in
their prejudiced minds, the most enlighten-
ed mations of Europe were considered as
almost barbarians, in comparison with Eng-
lishmen. The name of an Englishman
conveyed to an Amer’lm;ﬂ t!]:a idf;a!. of |:w§ry
thin d and great. ch sentiments in-
Millfdg?:,to therﬁ in early life, what but a
repetition of unjust treatment could have
induced them to entertain the most distant
thought of separation | The duties on glass,
paper, leather, painters’ colours, tea, &e;
the disfranchisement of some of the colo-
nies ; the obstruction to the measures of
the legislature in others, by the King's
governors ; the contemptuous treatment of
their humble remonstrances, stating their
grievances, and praying a redress of them,
and other violent and oppresive measures,
at length excited an ardent spirit of opposi-
tion. In stead of endeavouring to aliay this
by a more lenient conduct, the ministry
seemed resolutely bent upon reducing the
colonies to the most slavish obedience to
their decrees. But this only tended to ag-
gravate. Vain were all the efforts m?dc
use of 1o prevail upon them to lay aside
their designs, to convince them of the im-
possibility of carrying them into effect, and
of the mischievious consequences which
must ensue from a continuance of the at-
tempt. They persevered with a degree of
inflexibility scarcely Emmllnl:d. el

The advantages which Great Britaia de-
rived from her colonies were so great, that
nothing but a degree of infatuation, little
short of madness, could have produced a
continuznce of measures calenlated to keep
up @ spirit of uneasingss, which might oc.
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casion the slightest wish for a separation.
When we cousider the great improvements
in the science of government, the general
diffusion of the principles of liberty amongst
the people of Europe, the effects which
these have already produced in France, and
the probable consequences which will result
from them elsewhere, all of which are the
offspring of the American revelution, it
cannot but appear strange, that events of so
great moment to the happiness of mankind,
should have been ultimately occasioned by
the wickedness or ignorance of a British
ministry.

Dr. Franklin left nothing untried to pre-
vail upon the ministry to consent to a change
of measures. In private conversations,
and in leiters to persons in government, he
continually expatiated upon the impolicy
amd injustice of their conduoct towards
America : and stated, that, notwithstanding
the attachments of the colonists to ihe
mother-country, a repetition of ill-treat-
ment must ultimately alienate their affec-
tions. They listened not to his advice.
They blindly persevered in their own
schemes, left to the colonisis no alter-
native but opposition, or unconditional
submission. The latter accorded not with
the principles of freedom, which they had
been taught to revere. To the former they
were compelled, though reluctantly, to have
recourse.

Dr, Franklin, finding all efforts to re-
store harmony between Great Britain and
her colonies useless, returned to America in
the year 1775; just after the commence-
ment of hostilities. The day after his re-
turn he was elected by the lesislature of
Pennsylvania a delegate to congress. Not
long after his election a commitlee was ap-
Eliqpbd, consisting of Mr. Lynch, Mr.

arrison, and himself, to visit the camp at
Cambridge, and, in conjunction with the
commander-in-chief, to endeavour toconvinee
the troops, whose term of enlistment was
about to expire, of the necessity of* their -
contivming in the field, and persevering in:
the cause of their conntry.

In the fall of the same year he visited |
Canada, to endeavour to unite them in the:
common cause of liberty; but they could!
not be prevailed upon to oppose the measuress
of the British government. M. le Roy, in a:
letter annexed to Abbé Fauchet’s euloginim,
of Dr. Franklin, states that the ill-success:
of this negociation was occaswned in
great degree by religious animosities which:
subsisted between the Canadians and their
neighbours, some of whom had, at different:
times, burnt their chapels,

When Lord Howe came to America, im
1776, wvested with power to treat withh
the colonists, a correspondence took place:
between him and Dr. Franklin ou the subs
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jeet of a reconciliation. Dr. Franklin was
afterwards appointed, together with John
Adams and Enﬁard Rutledge, to wait upon
the commissioners, in order to learn the ex-
tent of their . 'These were found to
be only to grant pardons upon submission,
These were terms which would not be ac-
cepted ; and the object of the commissioners
could not be obtained. :

The momentous question ‘of Indepen-
dence, was shortly after brought into view,
at atime when the fleets and armies, which
were sent to enforce obedience, were truly
formidable. With an army, numerous in-
deed, but ignorant of dil-c:tpl'me, and en-
tirely unskilled in the art of war, without
money, without a fleet, without allies, and
with nothing but the love of liberty to sup-
port  them, the colonists determined to
separate from a country, from which tl::z
bad experienced a repetition of injury
isull. In this question, Dr. Franklin was
decidedly in favour of the measure pro-
posed, and had great influence in bringing
-wthers over to his sentiments.

- The public mind had been lately prepared
for this event, by Mr. Paine’s celebrated
pamphlet Common Sense. There is
“teason to believe, that Dr. Franklin no
meonsiderable share, at least, in furnishing
Anaterials for this work.
A the eouvention which assembled at
Plti'iminlllhiu in 1776 for the purpose of
establishing a new form of government
fur the state of Pennsylvania, Dr. Frank-
lin was chosen president. The late con-
stitution of this state, which was the result
-of their deliberations, may be considered as
a digest of his principles of government. The
single legislature, and the plural executive,
seem to have been his favourite tenets.

In the latter end of 1776, Dr. Franklin
was appointed to assist at the negociation
which had been set on foot by Silas
at the court of France. A conviction of
the advantages of a commercial intercourse
with America, and a desire of weakening
the British empire by dismembering it, first
induced the French court to listen to pro
posals of an alliance. But they shewed
rather & reluctance to the measure, which
by Ir. Franklin's address, and particularly
by the success of the American arms against

ral Burgoyne, was at length overcome
2nd in February 1778, a treaty of alliance,
offensive and defensive, was concladed ; in
consequence of which France became in-
volved in the war with Great Britain,
£ Ferhpl no person could have been found
more capable of rendering essential services
1o the United States at. the court of France
_tllul_g_._Dr._ Franklin. He was well known as
4 philosopher, and his character was held in
¢ highest estimation. He was received
with the greatest I:;r]‘u of respect by all
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the literary characterss and this respect
was extended amongst all classes of men.
His personal influence was hence very con-
siderable. - To the effects of this were
added those of various performances which
he published, tending to establish the
credit and character of the United States.
To his exertions in this way, may in no
small degree, be ascribed the success of the
loans' negociated in Holland and France,
which greatly contributed to bringing the
war to a happy eonclusion.

‘The repeated ill-success of their arms,
and more particularly the capture of Corn-
wallis m:ﬁih army, at length convinced the
British nation of the impossibility of re.
ducing the Americans to subjection. The
trading interest particularly became cla-
morous for peace. The ministry were un-
able longer to op their wishes. Pro-
vigional articles of peace were agreed to,
and signed at Paris, on the 30th of No-
vember, 1782, by Dr. Franklin, Mr. Adams,
Mr. Jay, and Mr. Laurens, on the part of
the United Stites ; and by Mr. Oswald on
the part of Great Britain, Tk e formed
the basis of the definitive treaty, which
was concluded the 3d of September 1783, and
signed by Dr. Franklin, Mr. Adams, and
Mr. Jay, on oue' part, and Mr. Duvid Hartly
on the other.

On the 3d of April, 1783, a treaty of
amity and commerce, between the United
States and Sweden, way concluded at Paris
by Dr. Franklin and the Count Von Krutz,

A sgimilar treaty with Prussia was con-
cluded in 1783, not long before Dr. Frank-
in's departure from Europe.

Dr., Franklin did not suffer his political

ursuits to engross his whole attention.
ggm of his performances made their a
pearance in vis -~ The object of these
was generally the promotion of industry and
economy.

In the year 1784, when animal magnetism
made great noise in the world, particular]
at Paris, it was thought a matter of sue
importance, that the king appointed com-
missiouers to examine into the foundation of
this pretended science. Dr. Franklin was
oue of the number. After a fair and dili-

nt examination, in the ecourse of which
Mesner repeated a number of experimenis,
in the presence of the commissioners, some
of which were tried upon themselves, they
determined that it was a mere trick, io-
tended to impose upon the ignorant and
credulous. Mesmer was thus interrupted
in his career o wealth and fame, and a most
insolent attempt to impose upon the humwan
understanding bafHed.

The important ends of Dr. Franklin'’s mis.
sion being completed, by the establishment
of American independence, and the infirmi
ties of age and disease coming upon him, h

11
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became desivons of peturning to his native
country. Upon application to congress to
be recalled, Mr. Jelgl:rwu was appointed to
succeed him, in 1786, Sﬂm&lun& in
tember of the same , Dr, Franklin ar-
rived in Philadelphia. He was shortly after
chosen a member of the supreme executive
council for the city, and soon after was
elected president of the same.

When a convention was called to mpel in
Philadelphia, in 1787, for the purpose of
giving more energy to the government of
the union, by revising and amending the
articles of confederation, Dir. Franklin was
appointed a delegate from the state of Penu-

sylvania. He signed the constitution which
l wey propused for the union, and gave it the
most unequivocal marks of his appmhqtipn.

A society for political inguiries, of which
Dr. ]"muklrn was president, was established
about this period. The meetings were held
at his house. Two or three essays read in
this society were published. It did not long
continue.

Iu the year 1787, two societies were esta:
blished in Philadelphia, founded on the
EI"II:IEI.FI!E:B of the most liberal and refined

umanity Society for
alleviating ﬂm migeries of public prisons;
and the lvania Society for i

the abolition of slavery, the velief of free
groes unlmwfully held in bondage, ond
improvement of the condition of the
can race. Of each of these Dr, Franklin
was president.  The labours of these bodies
have been erowned with great success ; and
l]]e.r continue to prosecute, with nnm&d
diligence, the laudable designs for which
they were established.

Dr. Franklin's, inereasing infirmities pre.
veated his regular attendance at the coun-
cil-chamber; and, in 1788, he retired
wholly from publie life.

His constitution had been a rcmarh.bly
good one : he had been little subject to dis-
ease, except an attack of the gout oceas
sionally, until about the year 1781, when
he was first attacked with symptoms of  the
calculous complaint, which continued during
his life. Dwuring the intervals of pain from
this grievous disease, be spent many cheer-
ful hours, conversing in the most agreeable
and instructive manner. His faculties were
entirely unimpaired, even to the hour of his
death,

His name as president of the abolition
society, was signed to the memorial pres
sented to the house of representatives of the
United  States, on the 12th of February,
1789, praying them  to exert the full extent
of power vested in them by the constitution,
in discouraging the traflic of the human spe-
cies, This was his lagt public act—In the
debates to which, this memorial gave rise
several attempts were made to justify the

.liehvemd in the Divan -nf Al

in opposilion to the prayer of U
a sect called Erika, or purists, for the abo-

tuig&ge the Federal Gazetle u:dgmh
25t appeared an essay, sign isto-
ricus, written by Dr. F]:ank iny in which he
commupicated a , said to have been

in 1687,
ihe petition of
lition of piracy and slavery. This pretend-
ed African speech was an excellent parody
of pne delivered by Mr, Jackson of Georgia.
All the arguments urged in favour of negro
slavery, are applied with equal foree to jus-
tify the plundering and enslaving of Eure-
peans. It affords, at the same time, a de-
monstration of the futility of the argument:
in defenge the slave-trade, and of th
strength of mind and ingenuity of the au
thor, at his advanced period of life. It fur
mished, tpo, a no less convincing proof of his
power of mitating the style of other times
and nations than his celebrated parable
against persecution. And as the latter led
many persons to search the Scriptures with
& view to find it, so the former caused many
persons to search the book-stores and libra-
rigs for the work from which it wu u.val tu
Il'ﬂl the i of April t'-hﬂl

i inn i owing, he

was ai rjtluﬁ ﬂmrp:nd mmphfr:t of
his breast, which terminated his existence.
The following account of his' last illness was
?nttm by his ﬁ*itud and physician, Dr.

ones :
. % The stoney 'll.]l wlnuh he had been
afflicted for several years, had for the last
twelve months confined him chiefly to his
bed ; anil, during the extreme painful pa-
roxysms, he was obliged to take large doses
of lawdanum to mitigate his tortures—still,
in the intervals of pain, he not only amused
himself with reading and conversing cheer.
fully with his family, and a few friends who
visited him, but was often employed in do-
ing business of a public as well us private
nature, with various persons who waited on
bim for that purpose; and i every instance
displayed, not only that readivess and dispo-
sition of doing good, which was the distin-
guishing characteristic of his life, but the
fullest-and clearest uflm uneonm-
mon mental abilities; and not unt’raqueﬂ
indulged  himself in those jewe " L
entestaining aneedotes, which 'I'H'Eﬂll: de-.
light of ab} who heard him.
. % About sixteen days before his d-eﬂh, he:
was seized with a. feverish indisposition,,
without any particular symptoms atlenﬂ;:f
it, till the third or fowrth day; when he ¢
phmui.ni a pain in the left breast, which.
mcreased until it became extremely acuté,,
attended with a congh and laborious breath--
ing. During this state, when the severity o
his pmnrmmehmm drew forth a groan off

* Thus spesch will be found among Lis
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complaint, he would observe—that he was
afraid he did not bear them as he onght—
acknowledged his grateful sense of the many
blessings he had received from that Supreme
Being, who had raised him from small and
low beginnings to such high rank and consi-
deralion among men—and made no doubt
but his present afflictions weve kindly in.
tended to wean him from a world, in which
he was no longer fit to act the part mi&nﬁd
him. In this frame of body and mind he
continued till five days hefore his death,
when his fEaai'n and difficulty of breathing
entirely left him, and his family were Hatter-
ing themselves with the hopes of his reco-
very, when an imposthumation, which had
formed itself in his lungs, suddenly burst,
and discharged a great quantity of matter,
which he continued to throw up while he had
sufficient strength to do it; but, as that
failed, the organs of respiration became gra-
dually oppressed—a calm lethargic state
succeeded—and, on the 17th of April, 1790,
Qh;_iqt eleven o'clock at night, he quietly
closing a long and useful life of
eighty-four years and three months.”
[t may not be amiss to add to the above
account, that Dr. Franklin, in the year 1735,
had a severe pleurisy, which terminated in

1 {ig]

an abscess of the left lobe of his lungs, and
he was then almost suffvcated with the
quantity and suddenness of the discharge.
A second attack, of a similar nature, hap-
pened some years after this, from which he
soon recovered, and did not appear to suffcr
any inconvenience in his respivation from
these diseases.

The following epitaph on himself, was
written by himm many years previous to his
death—

THE BODY
of !
RENJAMIN FRANKLIN,
Printer,
{Iﬂ:ellle cover of an old book,
itz contents torn out,
and stript of its lettering and gilding)
lies here food for worms ;
vet the work itself shall uot be lost,
for it will (as he believed) appear once more
in a new
and more beautiful edition,
corvected and amended

5|'.
Tone AvrHoR.



EXTRACTS

FROM THE LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT OF

DB, FANKNEEINT

With regard to my books, those I had in
France, and those I left in Philadelphia, be-
ing now assembled together here, anda cata-
logue made of them, it is my intention to
digpoze of the same as follows :

My “ History of the Academy of Sciences,”
in sixty or seventy volumes quarto, I give to
the philosophical society of Philadelphia, of
which I have the honour to be president.
My collection in folio of * Les Arts et les
Metiers,” 1 give to the American philoso-
phical society, established in New England,
of which 1 am a member. My quarto edi-
tion of the same, “ Arts et Metiers,” 1 give
to the library company of Philadelphia.
Such and so many of my books as I shall
mark, in the said catalogue, with the name
of my grandson, Benjamin Franklin Bache,
1do hereby {E:E to him: and such and so
many of my books as 1 shall mark in the
said catalogue with the name of my grand-
son William Bache, 1 do hereby give to him :
and such as shall be marked with the name
of Jonathan Williams, I hereby give to my
cousin of that name. The residue and re-
mainder of all my books, manuseripts, and
papers, 1do give to my grandson William
Temple Franklin. My share in the library
company of Philadelphia I give to my
grandson Benjamin Franklin Bache, con-
fiding that he will permit his brothers and
sisters to share in the use of it.

I was born in Boston, New England, and
owe my first instructions in literature to the
free grammar-schools established there, I
therefore give one hundred pounds sterling
to my executors, to be by them, the sur-
vivors or survivor of them, paid over to the
managers or directors of the free-schools in
my native town of Boston, to be by them, or
the person or persons who shall have the
superintendence and management of the said

schools, put out fo interest, and so conti-
nued at interest for ever; which interest
annually shall be laid out in silver medals,
and given as honorary rewards annually by
the directors of the said free-schools, for the
encouragement of scholarship in the said
schools, belonging to the said town, in such
manner as to the discretion of the select men
of the said town shall seem meet.

Qut of the salary that may remain due to
me, as president uig the state, 1 give the sum
of two thousand pounds to my executors, o
be by them, the survivors or surviver of
them, paid over to such person or persons as
the legislature of this state, by an act of
assembly, shall appoint to receive the same
in trust, to be employed for making the
Schnylkil navigable.

During the number of years I was in bu-
siness as a stationer, printer, and post-mas-
ter, a great many small sums became due to
me, for books, advertisements, postage of
letters, and other matters, which were not
collected, when, in 1757, I was sent by the
Assembly to England as their agent—and,
by subsequent appuintments, continued
there till 1775—when, on my return, I was
immediately engaged in the affairs of con.
gress, and sent to France in 1776, where I
remained nine not returning till 1785 ;
and the said debts not being demanded in
such a length of time, have become in a
manner obsolete, yet are nevertheless justly
due~These as they are stated in my great
folio ledier, E, I bequeath to the contribu-
tors of the Pennsylvania hospital, hopi
that those debtors, and the dmendanta“:ﬁ'
such as are deceased, who now, as [ find,
make some difficulty of satisfying such anti-
quated demands as just debts, may, how-
ever, be induced to pay or give them as
charity to that excellent institution. 1 am
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sensible (hat much must be inevitably lost ;
but I hope something considerable may be
recovered, It is possible, too, that some of
the parties charged may have existing old
unsettled accounts against me; in which
case the managers of the hospital will allow
amd deduet the amount, or pay the balance,
tf they find it against me.

I request my friends, Henry Hill, Esq.
John Jay, Esq. Francis Hopkinson, and Mr.
Edward Duffield, of Bonfield, in Philadel-
phia county, to be the executors of this my
last will and testument, and 1 hereby no-
minate end appoint them for that puor-

pose.
I would have my body buried with as lit
tle expense or ceremony as may be.
PRILADELPHIA,
July 17, 1788.

CODICIL.

I, BEXJAMIN FRANKLIN, inlbe forego-
ing or annexed last will and testament, hav-
ing  further considered the same, do think
proper to make and publish the following
eodicil, or addition thereto ;

It having long been a fixed and political
opinion of mine, that in a democratical state
there ought to be no offices of profit, for the
reasous 1 had given in an article of my draw-
ing in our coustitution, il was my intention,
when I accepted the office of president, to
devote the appointed salary to some public
use: accordingly 1 had already, before I
made my last will, in July last, iiven large
sums of it to colleges, schools, building of
churches, &ec. and in that will I bequeat
two thousand pounds more to the state, for
the purpose of making the Schuylkil navi-
gable ; but understanding since, that such a
sum would do but little towards accom.
plishing such a work, and that the project
15 not likely to be undertaken for many
years to come—and having entertained ano-
ther idea, which I hope may be more exten-
sively useful, I do hereby revoke and annul
the bequest, and direct that the certificates
1 bave for what remains due to me of that
salary, be sold towards raising the sum of
two thousand poundssterling to be disposed
of as | am now about to order.

It has been an opinion, that he who re.
ceives an estate from his ancestors, is under
some obligation to tramsmit the same to
posterity. This obligation lies not on me,
who never inherited a shilling from any an-
cestor or relation. I shall, howewer, if it is
uot diminished by some accident before my
death, leave a considerable estate among
my descendants and relations. The above
observation is made merely as an apology to
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my family, for making bequests that do not
appear to have any immediate relation to
i advantage.

I was born in Boston, New England, and
owe my first instructions in literature to the
free grammar-echools established theve. I
have, therefore, considered those schools in
my will.

ut I am also under obligations to the
state of Massachussets, for having, unasked,
appointed me formerly their agent, with a
handsome salary, which continmed some
years ; and, although 1 accidentally lost in
their service, by Uwuswilting Governor
Hutchinson"s letters, much more than the
amount of what they gave wme, I do not
think that ought in the least to diminish my
gratitude. I have considered that, among
artisans, good apprentices are most likely 1o
make good citizens; and having myself
been bred to a manual art, printing, in my
native town, and afterwards assisted to set
up my busivess in Philadelphia by kind
leans of money from two friends there,
which was the foundation of my furtune,
and all the utility in life that may be as-
cribed to me—1 wish to be useful even after
my death, if possible, in forming and ad
vancing other young men, that may be ser
viceable to their country in both these
towns,

To this end I devout two thousand pounds
sterling, which I give, one thousand thereof
to the inhabitanls of the town of Boston, in
Massachussets, and the other thousand to
the inhabitants of the city of Philadelphia,
in trust,to and for the uses, intents, and pur
poses, hereinafter mentioned and declared.

The said sum of ooe thousand pounds
sterling, if accepted by the inhabitants of
the town of Boston, shall be mahaged uniler
the direction of the select men, united with
the ministers of the oldest episcopalian, con.
mgalimml, and presbyterian churches in

t town, who are to let out the same upon
interest at five per cent. per annum, to such
young married artificers, under the age of
twenty-five years, as have served an appren
ticeship in the said town, and faithfully
fulfilled the duties required in their in-
dentures, 50 as to obtain a good moral cha.
racter from at least two respectable citizens,
who are willing to become sureties in a
bond, with the applicants, for the repay-
ment of the money so lent, with interest, ac-
cording to the terms hereinafter prescribed 5
all which bonds are to be taken for Spanish
milled dﬂ“ﬂl‘l, or the value thereof in cur-
rent gold coin : and the manager shall keep
a bound book, or books, wherein shall be
entered the names of those who shall apply
for, and receive the benefit of this institution,
and of their sureties, together with the sums
lent, the dates, and other necessary and pro.
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per remrcl-n.,_re_ﬂﬂdil;g the business amd con-'

cerns of this institution : and as Miﬂtbﬂ
are intended to assist young married arti-
ficers in getting up their business, they are
to be proportio by the discretion of the
s s0 as ot to exceed sixty pounds
sterling to one person, nor to be less than
fifteen pounds,

And if the number of appliers so entitled
should be so large as that the sum will not
suffice to afford to every one some assist-
ance, these aids may therefore be small at'
first, but as the capital increases by the ac-
cumnlated interest, they will be more ample.
And in order to serve as many as possible
in their turn, as well as to make the repay.
ment of the principal borrowed more easy,
each borrower shall be obliged to pay with
the yearly interest, one-tenth part of the
principal ; which sums of principal and in-
terest so paid in, shall be again let out to
fresh borrowers.  And it is ggumed, that
there will be always found in on virtuous
and benevolent citizens, willing to bestow a
part of their time in doing good to the rising
generation, by superintending and managing

this institution gratis; it is hoped, that no -

part of the money will at any time lie dead,
or be diverted to other purposes, but be con-
tinually augmenting by the interest, in which
case there may in time be more than the oe-
casion in Boston may require: and then
some may be spared to the neighbouring or
other towns in the said state of Massachus-
setts, which may desire to bave n, such
towns engaging to pay punctually the inte-
rest, and the proportions of the principal an-
nually to the inhabitants of the town of Bos-
ton. I this plan is executed, and succeeds,
as projected, without interruption for one
bundred years, the sum will be then one
hundred and thirty-one thousand pounds ; of
which I would have the managers of the do-
nation to the town of Boston then lay out,
at their discretion, one hundred thousand
pounds in public works which may be judg-
ed of most general utility to the inhabitants :
such as fortifications, bridges, aqueducts,
public buildings, baths, pavements, or what-
ever may make living in the town more con.
venient to its people, and render it more
agreeable to strangers resorting thither for
health, or a temporary residence. The re-
maining thirty-one thousand pounds 1 wonld
have continued to be let out to interest, in
the manner above directed, for one hundred
years; as I hope it will have been found,
that the institution has had a good effect on
the conduct of youth, and been of service to
many worthy characters and useful eitizens.
At the end of this second term, if no unfor.
tunate accident has prevented the operatipn,
the swm will be four willions and sixty-one
thousand pounds sterling, of which Tleave
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one million and ui:lz-nm thousand nfpww
to the disposition and ma the in-
habitants of the town of s and the
three millions to the disposition of the go-
vermment of the state; not presuming o

carrf'my views i 3
All the directions herein given respecting
the disposition and mana t of the do-
nation: te the inhabitants of Boston, I would
have sbserved respecting that to the inhabi-
tants of Phn;lzd'i]pbia, on rha?: Plﬂlnde]phiti;
incorpora request the corporation
that city to unﬁtﬂm the mE:;;ememt,
ble to the said directions: and I do
hereby vest them with full and ample powers
for that purpose. And having considered
that the covering its ground plat with build-
ings and pavements, which carry off most
rain, and prevent its soaking into the earth,
and renewing and rpurii’ying the springs,
whence the water of the wells must gradu-
ally grow worse, and in time be unfit for use,
as 1 find has happened in all old cities ; 1 re-
commend, that, at the end of the first hun-
dred years, if not done before, the corpora-
tion of the city employ a part of the hun-
dred thousand pounds in bringing by pipes
the water of Wiffahickon-creek inio the
town, =0 as to supply the inhabitants, which
Iap d may be done without great dif-
ficulty, the level of that ereek being much
above that of the city, and may be made
higher by a dam. [ also recommend mak-
ing the Schulykil completely navigable. At
the end of the second hundred years, I
would have the dispositien of the four mil
lions and sixty-one thousand pounds divided
between the inhabitants of the city of Phila. .
delplia and the government of Pennsyl-
vania, in the same manner as herein direct-
ed with respect to that of the inhabitants of |
Boston and the government of Massachus- .
setts. It is my desire that this institution
should take place, and begin to operate
within one year after my decease ; for which
purpose due notice should be publiely given, ,
previous to the expiration of that year, that!
those for whose benefit this establishment is
intended, may make their respective appli- .
cations : and 1 bereby direet my executors,
the sarvivors and survivor of them, within,
six mouths after my decease, to pay overthe
mil%‘ sum of two ldmbumn:lu e a’pn]uudu sterling to)
such persons as aly appointed by |
the select men of Boston, E:li thgumrpm.w
tion of Philadelphia, and to receive and!
take charge of their respective sums 'of one:
thousand pounds each for the purposes:
aforesaid. ~Considering the accidents to,
which® all human affairs and projects are:
subject in such a length of time, I have per--
haps too much flattered myself with a vains
fancy, that these dispositions, if carried intos
execution, will be continued without inter--
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ruption, and have the effects prq;' 1; 1
hope, however, that if the inhabitant ) of the
two cities should not think fit to u ke
the execution, they will at least accept the
offer of these donations, as a mwark of my
good will, token of my gratitude, and testi-
mony of my desive to be useful to them even
after my departure. I wish, indeed, that they
may both undertake to endeavour the exe-
cution of my project, because I think, that,
though unforeseen difficulties may arise, ex-
pedients will be found to remove them, and
the scheme be found practicable. If one of
them accepts the money with the conditions,
and the other refuses, my will then is, that

111

both sums be given to the ihabitants of the
city accepting ; the whoele to be applied to
the same purposes, and uoder the same re-
gulations directed for the separate parts;
awl if both refuse; the money remaing of
course in the mass of my estate, and it is to
be disposed of therewith, according to my
will made the seventeenth day of July, 1788,

My fine crab-tree walking-stick, with a
gold head curiously wrought in the form of
the Cap of Liberty, I give to my friend, and
the friend of mankind, General Washington.
If it were a sceptre, he has merited it, and
would become it.












