A few observations on the leprosy of the middle ages, proving its identity
with certain cutaneous diseases of the present day / [Thomas Shapter].

Contributors
Shapter, Thomas.

Publication/Creation
Exeter : P.A. Hannaford, 1842.

Persistent URL

https://wellcomecollection.org/works/b9gevfgn

License and attribution

This work has been identified as being free of known restrictions under
copyright law, including all related and neighbouring rights and is being made
available under the Creative Commons, Public Domain Mark.

You can copy, modify, distribute and perform the work, even for commercial
purposes, without asking permission.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/

























PREFACE.

m————— ——

A rEw years since the nature of the leprosy
of the middle ages engaged my attention.
This subject having recently become an ob-
ject of interesting enquiry, I have thought
it might not be unacceptable to publish the
few facts then collected illustrative of its
occurrence,

A very general opinion prevails, that “the
leprosy of the middle ages” is an extinct
disease ;— with this opinion, however, I can-
not coincide, as will be seen from the follow-
ing pages.

To the inhabitants of Exeter the question
is of peculiar interest, as within its precincts
is contained one of the more extensive estab-
lishments for the reception of those suffering
under this malady.

Exeter, January, 1842,






SHORT ACCOUNT

OF

THE LEPROSY,

&e. &ec.

Tue very curious and frequent mention in the
early annals of Europe of the occurrence of
the Leprosy, attaches, necessarily, much in-
terest to any enquiry into the history of this
disease : — depending not only upon the
very remarkable descriptions so abundantly
detailed, both of its general character and
prevalence, but also from the fact that
numerous establishments were specifically
instituted for the reception of those afflicted
with it. This interest, for the most part,
however, must be esteemed to be derived
rather from its historical relations than from
its adding to the practical knowledge of the
disease in the present day. In fact, the idea
has been very generally received, and the con-
clusion alimost established, that the leprosy,
B
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2 THE LEPROSY

of such reputed generzl prevalence during
the period between the tenth and sixteenth
centuries, has long been extinet. And this
notion has not been a little strengthened
by the evidence given before the Commis-
sioners of charities :—grounded upon which
they not unfrequently in the course of their
report, when speaking of the leper houses,—
institutions of great importance in the early
times alluded to, both from their number and
the extent of their endowments,—lay stress
upon the expression that the objects of these
charities are most probably no longer to be
met with.

In fact, their report states in terms most
decided and positive, that THE LEPROsY,
Jor which these foundations were established,
is no longer a scourge upon the inhabitants
of this country.* .

* The following is one of the many passages to this point:
“ We cannot ascertain at what time this hospital ceased
to be the receptacle for lepers, in consequence of there being
no persons of that description to be found, At the present
time a preference is given 1o candidates afflicted with scro-
fula.,” Commissioners' Report on the Magdalen Hospital,



OF THE MIDDIE AGLES. 3

It has been particularly stated in the above
sentence, ‘‘ THE LEPROSY, for which these
institutions were founded,” in order that, in
the investigation of the subject, there may
be no misconception or quibble about a name,
as all medical men, we are assured, are fully
aware, that a disease termed leprosy, having
for its characteristic feature a scaly eruption,
is, at the present period, of frequent occur-
rence.

In pursuing then the enquiry into the his-
tory of the disease in the middle ages, the
following questions naturally present them-
selves .—whether are we to consider it as
an extinct disease, or as the leprosy of the
present day occurring then in the same form
and to the same extent as it does now ;—or
the leprosy of the present day occurring in a
more aggravated form ;—or whether the term
leprosy during these middle centuries was
not applied to some other disease ?

Though as above stated no practical utility
can be derived from the prosecution of this
enquiry, yet an interest is derived not only
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from the medico-historical discussion in-
volved, but from the frequency and import-
ance of these institutions, rendered in many
instances so desirable for the poor, from
the richness of their endowments, and from
the comforts provided, as even to ‘ make
the hoar leprosy adored.”

To speak firstly of these institutions. It
1s very evident, from many charitable records,
that the leper, lazar, or, as they are very ge-
nerally called, St. Mary Magdalen hospitals,*
were erected in great number throughout this
country. Their history is no less interesting
than 1t 1s illustrative of the enquiry in ques-
tion, The point which first prominently pre-
sents itself, is, that the general belief that
leprosy was imported into this country, or
rather into Europe, by the crusaders, re-
turning from the seat of the holy wars, is
directly opposed by the fact that lazar houses
were erected and largely endowed long before

* These are also in different places termed misellaria,
mezelleries, ladreriez, maladreries, lazaretti, &c. and the
lepers are occasionally styled lazari, miselli, mezeanx, e,
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the period of these holy expeditions; and
lepers themselves are mentioned, earlier even
than the time that Pope Silvester 11. planned
a crusade, when, at the close of the tenth
century, this ornament of his age entreated
unavailingly the church universal to succour
the church of Jerusalem.

If we were to believe the account of some
historians, we might trace the origin of the
order of St. Lazarus—an order intimately
connected with this disease—to a supposed
association of Christians in the first century.
As suggested, however, by Mr. Mills, these
accounts are no doubt fabulous. Neverthe-
less, in very early times there is indisputable
evidence to the formation of lazarettos; and
in the fourth century, according to the autho-
rity of Theodoret,* the lepers confined in
them were in a most deplorable condition, for
these poor men were interdicted from inter-
course, not only with the world in general,
but also with their friends.

* Vol 4, c. 16,
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A host of authority, and the public acts of
the holy see, abound in early times with
mention of them, and with the provisions
for their good government.*

In the sixth century, Gregory, of Tours,
speaks of the place where these unfortunate
persons were accustomed to wash themselves,
as well as of a hospital appropriated for them.t

Following the plan of the many leper
houses established in Italy, St. Othmar,
during the eighth century, erected similar
institutions in Germany, as did Nicolas de
Corbie in France; and in the following cen-
tury the persons thus afflicted occupy the
attention of the council of Worms, which, by
the thirty-first decree, A.D. 868, give lepers
the liberty of receiving the sacrament of the
body and blood of Christ, but not with those
in perfect health.] In 750, King Pepin is-
sued ordinances, as did also Charles the
Great in 789, by whick the associating of

* Muratori,
t Enc's. Rees.
{ Du Pin's Ecclesiastical History, Vol. 7.
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lepers with the healthy was prohibited, and
the marriages of such as became leprous
were dissolved. Isidore, a Spanish writer
of the eighth century, in speaking of the
diseases of the skin, particularly alludes to
leprous affections ; and Constantine, who
also wrote before the period of the crusades,
enters into a long history of these diseases
and their cure.*

From the eleventh century, in which the
first crusade took place,| to the sixteenth,
the history of each of the principal European
nations teems most certainly with mention
of this disease, and to which reference will
shortly be directed ; but sufficient has been
shewn to prove, not only the existence, but

* Dict. des Scienc, Med. ‘De morborum cognat. et curat. lib. v.’

+ It was in this century that the elements of combustion
were enkindled, turning the people of the west from intes-
tine discord to foreign war, from dull superstition to furious
zeal, not only by the exertions of the Pope, but by the
preaching of the enthusiastic, half-maddened fanatic, Peter
the Hermit, by the entreaties of Alexius, the councils of
Placentia and Clement, on which last, as Mills observes in
anote, Malmsbury's observations are highly curious, Vid,
p. 87,
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somewhat a prevalence of it in Europe before
the period when “* the thousands and millions
ofarmed saints and sinners ranged themselves
to fight the battles of the Lord.”

But though history thus teems with pn.inled
allusions to this disease, yet it is much to be
regretted that certain information as regards
the disease itself, previous to the fourteenth
century, 1s not to be gathered with equal ac-
curacy to that, with which the public acts
enable us to collect the history of the hos-
pitals for the reception of its victims.

After the fourteenth century, the period
at which European medical knowledge may
be said to have dawned, more certain and
accurate observations are, however, within
our reach; and to which we shall presently
more particularly refer.

Notwithstanding the mistake that has been
made by the translators of a passage from
Matthew Paris, ¥ whereby the number of

* The passage alluded to is the following— Habent hos-
pitalarii novem decem millia manneriorum in Christianitate,”
Hist, Angli, ad annum 1244
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these institutions has been much exagger-
ated, thus giving rise to an error which has
crept into the ordinary accounts, it 1s yet very
evident that every European country abound-
ed with its hospitals, which were established
for the exclusive relief of lepers; and also
that they were of sufficient importance to
occupy the attentions of the holy councils.
Thus in 1179, Pope Alexander IIL. in the
third general council of Lateran,* grants by the
twenty-third article, to such body of lepers,

* « Cum dicat apostolus ¢ habundantiorem honorem mem-
bris infirmioriobus deferendum,’ e contra quidem quee sua
sunt, non quae Jesu Christi quaerentes, leprosi, qui sanis
cohibitare non possunt, vel ad ecclesiam cum aliis convenire,
ecclesias vel cimiteria non hermittunt habere, nee proprii
juvari ministerio sacerdotes, quod quia procul a Christiana
pietate esse dignoscitur, de benignitate apostolica constitui-
mus, ut ubicunque tot simul sub communi vita fuerint con-
gregati, qui ecclesiam cum cimiterio sibi construere, et
proprio valeant gaudere presbytero, sine contradictione ali.
qua permittantar habere. Caveant tamen, ut injuriosi veteri-
bus ecclesiis de jure parochiali nequagnam existant, quod
enim eis pro pietate conceditar ad aliorum injuriam nolumus
redundare, Statuimus etiam, ut de ortis, et de nutrimentis
animalium suorum decimas tribuere non cognantur,

Ex decretis in consilio Lateranensi sub Alexandro Papa

ejus nominis tertio, anno MCLXXIX. Cuanon. XI. De
Leprosis,
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who are sufficiently numerous for the keep-
ing of a church, a church-yard, and a priest,
a licence to that purpose. upon condition
that they do no injury to the ancient churches,
or to their parochial rights, In 1290, by the
fifth of the council of Nogoral, a most extra-
ordinary decree is sanctioned, whereby lepers
are exempted from the jurisdiction of secular
judges; and, by the same, they are also or-
dered to wear a distinguishing badge, under
forfeiture of five sols; and in 1303, by the
seventeenth of the same council, excommu-
nication is denounced against those who
should lay a tax upon such lepers as were
shut up for their diseases.

To look, however, to the establishments in
England in particular.—From the commence-
ment of the eleventh century they became
numerous 1n this country; so much so, in-
deed, that in the same city, occasionally,
accounts of several of these foundations are
handed down to us: in Norwich alone there

were five,* and in London there were six,

e

* Hutchinson.
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which, considering the then size of that city,
was a large number :—that of St. Giles” with-
out Temple Bar is spoken of as being of con-
siderable importance.* It was founded in
1101, by Matilda, queen of Henry I. for the
maintenance of lepers, the number of whom
was to consist of forty, exclusive of a chap-
lain, clerk, and messenger; to which were
added, in after times, as the hospital reven-
ues encreased, several other officers, and
also a certain number of matrons or sisters.t

Nichols, in his history of Leicestershire,
when addressing himself to this matter, is
represented to say, that *‘ the most extensive
institution was in Leicestershire, at a place
thence called Burton Lazars, it was founded
in the reign of King Stephen, (1050) and
dedicated to the Virgin and St. Lazarus,
and became possessed of immense riches,
so that all the other inferior lazar houses

in England were, in some measure, subject

* Becket,

t Parton’s account of the hospital and parish of St, Giles
in the Fields,
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to the master of it, as he himself was to
the master of the lazars at Jerusalem.” He
further says that this hospital was supposed
to have been built by a general collection
throughout kngland, but chiefly by the assist-
ance 'of Roger de Mowbray :—Tanner, how- *
ever, says nothing of the general collection,
but, ‘“that Roger de Mowbray, in the time of
King Stephen, giving two carucates of land,
a house, mill, &c., here, to the lepers of St.
Lazarus without the walls of Hierusalem,—
laid the foundation of a well-endowed hospital,
consisting of a master, and eight sound, as
well as several poor leprous brethren, which
was the chief of all the spittles or lazar
houses in England, but dependent upon the
great house at Hierusalem.” * The hospital
of St. Giles, before alluded to, became an-
nexed to this, and both were dissolved in
1539.

The hospital of St. Julian, at St. Albans,
was founded by the Abbot of St. Albans, in the

* Dugdale's Monasticon, vol. vi. p. 632,
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reign of Henry I, (A.D. 1112.) It consisted
of a master and four other chaplains,* and
six poor lepers, who enjoyed the privilege
of going into the fields to assist in husbandry.
This institution received pilgrims and tra-
vellers. |

The number of lepers in each lazaretto or
maladrerie in the French dominions, and
the means that they enjoyed to their support,
were required by Francis L., about the mid-
dle of the sixteenth century, to be reported
to him. The result of which report satisfied
him that their endowments amounted to
more than sufficient to their support:—he
was therefore induced, after appropriating
sufficient to this purpose, to order that the
remainder of their revenues should be given
to the grand almoner for general use.

A modern writer observes, that although

* According to Tanner, there were generally two or three
religious persons attached to these institutions; one to be
master, the others chaplains,

t These institutions, which are all of the Augustine order,
were first established for travellers on the road, and parti-

cularly for afflicted pilgrims, and were therefore built upon
the road's side,
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oA

similar meastres and a like alienation of
the property of these institutions had been
generally adopted, yet in the seventeenth
century the leper houses were still con-
tinued ; but that they were greatly abused
" by the admission of beggars and idle vagrants

[ 3

of all descriptions, who employed every spe-
cies of trick to imitate leprosy, and to pro-
duce appearances of cutaneous disease.

In Dugaale’s Monasticon* we find that the
hospital of St. Leonard, at Leicester, was a
lazar house, or hospital for lepers, so dedi-
cated, situated on the north part of the town,
founded, as we learn from a passage in
Knyghton’s history, by William, the youngest
son to Robert Blanchmains, Earl of Leices-
ter, who was himself a leper in the time of
Richard I. Dugdale further informs us, in
his Baronage, (vol. i. p. 586.) that William
Lord Hastings, sometime before the seven-
teenth of Edward I, begged this hospital of
the king, and gave it to the dean and chapter

* Yol vi. p, 686.
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of our Lady’s College at Leicester, is parcel
of which it was granted, in the second of
Edward, to Robert Catlyn,,

The hospital of St. Bartholomew, near
Oxford, was founded for two healthful and
six infirm or leprous brethren.

The hospital of St. Mary Magdalen, (A, D.
1145,) was founded for a prior and twelve
brethren and sisters, nine of whom were to
be sound and three leprous.

I shall shortly draw particular attention to
the fact, as stated in the foundation deed of
these two houses, and in that of Burton La-
zars, of the admission of sound persons to
these institutions.

John Howard,* from whom one might
have anticipated deriving some information,
alludes to but one establishment of this
nature.—‘“ The only hospital I have seen,
" says he, “for lepers, is in the island of
Scio, near the city bearing that name. It
contained about one hundred and twenty

* Account of Lazarettos, p. G5.
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lepers, consisting of men and women, lodged
In separate apartments, in a long range of
rooms elevated above the ground. The situ-
ation is airy and pleasant; and most of the
lepers are accommodated with little gardens,
which supply them with almonds, potherbs,
and delicious figs and grapes. Water has
lately been conducted within from the moun-
tains, in streams, one supplying those in
health, and the other the lepers.”

Bishop Tanner, Dugdale, and others,
abound with the most exact and copious
information on these institutions, which those
who are curious on this matter would be en-
tertained by referring to.

I shall now confine myself to the reports
given in by ¢ the Commissioners concerning
charities,” illustrating the subject, as far as
possible, by referring to the records of the
Magdalen hospital in this city.

The hospital of St. Mary Magdalen in the
liberty of Ripon, in the county of York,
originally founded for a chaplain and sisters,
and for the relief of all the lepers in Rich-
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mondshire consists of a building containing
six separate apartments, for a like number
of poor women, styled sisters. The members
of the institution are the six sisters above
mentioned, a master, and a chaplain.

It appears, from an inquisition respecting
this hospital, taken in the time of Edward
ITI. that it was founded by Thurston, who
was archbishop of York, in the early part
of the twelfth century.

By an inquisition taken in Edward the
Second’s time, before that king’s escheator,
it appears, as is mentioned in Dugdale’s
Monasticon, (vol. vi. p. 620.) that there ought
to be, according to the form of the founda-
tion, two chaplains in the hospital to perform
service, but during the whole time of Nicholas
de Molyns, then master, the chauntry of one
chaplain was withdrawn by him. It also
appears, that strangers, mendicant clergy,
or other indigent persons, happening to travel
that way, ought to have a bed and provision
tor one night; but it likewise appears, that at
the time of this inquisition, none enjoyed that

D
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benefit, but went away * vacui manu: —
also, that on St. Mary Magdalen’s day, an-
nually, a farthing loaf, (the quarter of wheat
being worth five shillings) and a herring,
should be given to every poor person that
came; but during the time of Nicholas de
Molyns that charity was withdrawn, and in
place of it, he gave poor people, who came
on that day, a salt-seller (salsarium) of beans
or meal, but the greater part of the poor got
nothing.

It is also mentioned by an inquisition
taken in the reign of Edward III. (Dugdale’s
Monasticon, vol. vi. p. 621.) that the hospital
was founded for the relief both of the poor
and of those afflicted with leprosy.

So late as the year 1674, this building was
put into repair by Richard Hooke, D. D.

It may fairly be inferred, as well from the
different classes of persons, whether healthy
or leprous, admitted to the benefits of the
above institution, as from the appointment (as
it should seem exclusively of other duty) of
two chaplains, that it was rather an establish-
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ment of charitable resort and of religious uses
for the lepers and the poor, than a house of se-
paration of those so afflicted from the healthy.

The earliest document relating to the St.
Margaret’s hospital at Honrron, is an in-
denture bearing date the 19th of April, 1641,
and made between John Chard, Gentleman,
of Awliscombe, and John Humphrey, Hus-
bandman, of Honiton ; ¢ whereby it is wit-
nessed, that the said John Chard, whose
ancestors were the founders of the hospital
and leprosy house of St. Margaret, in the
parish of Honiton, and whose said ancestors,
time out of mind, had, and ought to have,
the gift, nomination, and appointment, of the
governor’s place thereof as often as the same
should become voul, granted to the said John
Humphrey, the custody and lawful keeping
of the poor and lazar people in the house of
St. Margaret, in Honiton aforesaid.” &e. &c.

From a copy ofa decree of the commission-
ers of charitable uses, made the 18th of June,
1642, it appears that John Chard, and his

father Richard Chard, had misgoverned the
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hospital, and had applied the profits of the
lands to their own use, wherefore the com-
missioners ordered that the hospital, and
the profits of the lands, should be employed
for the habitation, relief, and maintenance, of
a governor and four leprous persons, for ever,
according to the intention of the first found-
ers; or for poor people instead of leprous
persons, in case no such should sue to be
admitted thereto.

From the above it appears that in 1642
the commissioners made provision for lepers,
but that they evidently regarded this estab-
lishment rather in the light of an alms house
than a place of separation.

By a will, dated 1712, Elizabeth Strode,
of Downsyde, in Somersetshire, gave five
pounds annually to such strangers who, being
poor and leprous, resorted to Bath for the
use of the waters.

We find from the foundation deed (4th
October, 1538) of the lazar house near New-
ton-Bushell, by John Gilberd, of Grenaway,
Esq., that it is stated to be * for the releft of
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powre lazar people, whereof grete nomber
with that diseas be now infected in that
partis, tothe grete daunger of infection of
moche people to whom they use to resort
and be conversant withall, for lacke of con-
venyent hospitals in the county of Devon
for them.”*

An establishment for the reception of
lepers, under the name of St. Margaret’s
hospital, existed in the parish of Pilton.—
The date of its foundation in not known, but
various very aneient grants are in existence
of tenements and rents to the ¢ lepers of the
hospital of the blessed Margaret at Pilton.”
It is mentioned in a deed of settlement be-
fore H. Marshall, Bishop of Exeter, in 1197,
as then governed by a prior; and in an in-
denture, 29th of May, 1735, it is stated that
the members of this corporation consisted
of a friar, brother, and sister.

We see, therefore, from the deeds relating
to the abeve mentioned establishments, that

* Oliver, p. 136.
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as late as the beginning, and towards the
middle, of the eighteenth century, provision
is made for these people; whereas, were we
to take the following notice on that of St.
Mary Magdalen, at Christ Church, South-
ampton, only, under our consideration, a dif-

ferent opinion might be formed. There is no
certain information regarding its foundation,

but, from indenture dated 1646, the place of
master is granted to Richard Flurry. In 1699,
it 1s stated, that by the mercy of God, thele-
prosy, for the use of which the small revenue
of the said lazar house was appropriated,
had so far ceased, that there had not been,
for many years past, any leper who had re-
sorted to the hospital for relief; the funds
were therefore charitably distributed, with
a reservation, in case of the application of
any lepers.

The history of these establishments may
well be concluded by a more detailed men-
tion of the St. Mary Magdalen hospital of
this city (Exeter), which the researches of
Mr. Oliver render a task of no difficulty.
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The documents still extant connected with
this charity, together with the liberal extent
of foundation, give to its history a consider-
able degree of importance in the investigation
of this subject.

The first document relating to this charity
is the act* of Bishop Bartholomew, who filled
the episcopal throne of the diocese of Exeter

* ¢ The whole of the document,” says Mr. Oliver, *is
important ; it does honour to the benevolent feelings of the
prelate, and throws so much light on the history of the
hospital, that we shall submit a faithful copy of it to the
considerativn of the reader, Izack's report is, as usnal
garbled and inaccurate,”—

“ Omnibus fidelibus ad quos preesens carta pervenerit,
Bartholomzeus Dei gratid diclus Episcopus Exon salutem in
Domino, Noverit universitas vestra nos assensu dilectorum
filiorum nostrorum Capitoli Beati Petri Exon concessisse et
in perpetnam elemosynam donasse Leprosis Sancte Marie
Magdalene juxta Exon quinque marcas argenti singulis annis
de cameri postra percipiendas in quatuor terminis, duas in
Paschi et unam in festo Sancti Johannis Baptistee et quartam
in festo Sancti Michaelis et quintam in Natali Domini ; nee-
non etiam decimam gabuli nostri de Morceth et commodum
quod proveniet de corticibus nemoris nostri de Chedelegi.
Idem vero Capitulum assensu nostro concessit eis in perpe-
tnam elimosinam quatuor decim panes de communi eorum
singulis ebdomadis percipiendas. Hanc autem donationem
tam nos quam pradictum Capitulum nostrum diving miser-
ationis intuitu eis fecimus, camque volumus observari quam-
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from the years 1161 to 1184; from expres-
sions in which it may be inferred that a

diu subsecripto legitimo modo se continuerint, vedelicet, ot
continentur, et honeste vivant et ut numerum tredecim
fratrum non excedant, nec aliquem leprosum enm pretio vel
sine pretio recipiant, nisi consilio Episcopi Exon, guicumque
pro tempore fuerit, nec civitatem Exon ingrediantur, nec
alicubi evagentur, nisi per licentiam illius, qui per Episcopum
Custos fuerit eis deputatus, Siautem Episcopatus vacaverit
vel Episcopus absens fuerit, que praedicta sunt concilio
potioris partis capituli disponantur. Si vero dicti leprosi
heec non observaverint, volumus ut preefata elemosina in
aliquos bones elemosinge usus per disposilionem Episcopi et
Capituli et Civium Exon assignetur. Prateria nos et tam
dictum Capitulum nostrum, sicut ex assertione antiquorum
et meliorum Civinm Exon cognovimus, testificamur ante-
dictos leprosos subscriptas possessiones et redditus ration-
abiliter fuisse adeptos, easque diu pacifice possedisse ; scilicet,
terram quandam juxta Capellam Sancti Kerani, de qui
Algarus Papa et heeredes ejus debent eis annuatim reddere X,
solidos et unum sextercium cervisee; et terram quandam in
Cordewanerid juxta terram Ricardi filii Andreee, de qu
Radulphus nepos et heeredes ejus debent eis annuatim red-
dere XX, solidos; et terram quandam contra Capellam
Omnium Sanctorum, de qud Johannes Sellarius et haeredes
ejus debent eis annuatim reddere IV, solidos et unum sex-
tercium cervisime; et terram quandam quae quondam fuit
Guncel, de qui Galfridus de Bristoldo et heeredes ejus debent
eis annuatim reddere III, solidos, et tres terras extra Portam
Orientalem Exon qua valent eis annuatim II, solidos et X,
denarios ; et terram quandam versus Portam Occidentalem
Exon, de qui Galfridus de Tunebrigid et hweredes ejus
debent eis annuatim reddere XVILIL, denarios; et terram
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society of leprous persons had existed in this
place sometime previously, and most pro-
bably, as Mr. Oliver very properly observes,
anterior to the crusades;—a fact which may
be regarded as a point of much interest,
as it bears upon the discussion, whether
or not, the leprosy of these early times owes

quandam juxta Cimiterium Exon gquz fuit Gwarini Lotingarii,
de qud habent annuatim XII. denarios; et terram quandam
non longe a capelld Sancti Stephani, de qui Henricus Pistor
et heeredes ejus debent eis annuatim reddere XII. denarios,
Preeter heec longis retro temporibus habuerunt et adhue
habent singulis ebdomadis quarti et sexti ferif, tolnetum de
omni blado quod venditur Exon et tolnetum debet ; et insuper
quoilibet sexti ferid habent tolnetum de omni pane qui ven-
ditur Exon et tolnetum debet. Habent etiam in Nundinis
Exon tolnetum de omni pane et blado quod tolnetum debet.
Ex anfiqua etiam bonorum Civiam Exon consuetudine,
aliquis de civitate solet eis pro Dei amore singulis ebdomadis
tertii et quintia ferid elimosinam per Civitatem colligere.
Ne igitur quee preedicta sunt, tractu temporis in dubium
revocentur, nos ea, qua confirmationem nostram jure desi-
derant, praesenti scripto et sigillo nostro praedicti lege con-
firmamus: religua vero, tempore nostro sic fuisse, testificamur,
His Testibus, Magistro Roberto, Totton, et Magistro Rogero,
Barnest. Archidiaconis: Magistro Roberto de Anc. Roberto
de Bukynt: Joele capellano Episcopi: Magistro Petro de
Mandavill . Magistro Edwardo de Carswilld: Magistro
Petro Picot, Galfrido de Exon, Ricardo Grim tanc temporis
procuratore eorum: Magistro Helia Martino, Willelme de
Oreri, et Willelmo Lumbardo, clericis Episcopi.”

E
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its origin in Earope to a communication
with the East.

The following abstract of this charter will
show sufficiently there are grounds for con-
cluding that this society had an origin far
more remote, than is generally supposed to
have been the case with these institutions in
England.

Bishop Bartholomew,* with the consent
of the chapter, conceded and gave in per-
petuity, as alms, to the lepers of the Holy
Mary Magdalen, near Exon, five marks of
silver, to be given annually at his palace
(de cameri nostraf) at four separate periods,
two at Easter, one at the feast of St. John
the Baptist, a fourth at the festival of St.
Michael, and the fifth on Christmas-day ; and

* The charter itself is without date, but this bishop was
head of the See during the years 1161 to 1184,

t Some have translated “camera” by treasury :—butit evi-
dently refers to the bishop’s palace in this place, as this is a
private alms of the bishop, and not given from the common
chapter fund—moreover, “ camera” is elsewhere nsed in this
sense,—* Londinum camera regis Angliee,” * Leyda Hol-
landige camera.” &, &,
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also the tenth of the toll of Morceth and the
profits that may be derived from the bark of
the woods at Chedelega; and the chapter
granted, with the bishop’s consent, fourteen
loaves to be given weekly from the common
stock, which gift, we (the bishop) and chap-
ter made to them from a feeling of pity, and
desired might be rendered to them as long as
they demeaned themselves legitimately, as
follows :— that they should live honestly, and
that they should ot exceed the number of
thirteen (fratrum) brothers or sisters—that
they should receive no other leper with price
or without price, unless by consent of the
bishop—that they should not enter the city
of Exeter, or wander elsewhere, without
the permission of that person whom the
bishop may have placed over them. If the
lepers should not comply with these ob-
servances, the alms may be disposed of to
other charitable purposes, according as the
bishop, chapter, and citizens of Exeter, may
deem right. The document goes on to show,
on the authority of ““ old and better” citizens
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of Lxeter, that this corporation had long ex-
isted, and had peaceably enjoyed certain en-
dowments which are specially detailed.

To this charter there is a confirmation by
Pope Celestine III. on the 26th of May,
1192, in which he says, ‘“ Quanto vos om-
nipotens occulte suo judicio morbo incurabilis
cegritudinis visitavit, tanti sincerius afflictioni
vestre paternia benignitate compatimur, ves-
trisque desideriis effectum celerem imperti-
mur.” From the “ Pamplet of the offices and
duties of every particular sworn officer of the
city of Exeter, collected by John Vowell,
alias Hooker, Gent. chamberlain of the same,”
and originally printed in 1584, it is stated
as part of the duty of the warden of the
Magdalen, that he is * to govern, and to
see to be governed, all such lazar people as
shall be received for sick persons into the
Magdalen house, according to the orders of
the said house, and according to the direction
of the maior and common council ;7 and also
““ that they shall not admit any person or per-
sons to be one of the said hospital, without
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the consent of the maior and common coun-
cil, and that the same be a sick person in the
disease of the leprosy.”

The rules of the Magdalen Charity, as ex-
tracted from Hooker’s manuscript, are not
only important in reference to the charity
itself, but bear much upon the early feeling
that existed of the disease of leprosy, where-
fore I shall not scruple to transfer them in
full length to these pages.—

‘“ The Mayor, Bailiffs, and Commonality of
the city of Exon, were made patrons and
founders of the hospital of the Mawdlin,
without the south gate of the city of Exon,
by way of a permutation between them and
William Brewer, Bishop of Exeter; that is,
that the said bishop and his suceessors should
be patrons of the hospital of St. John the
Baptist, within the east gate of the city of
Exeter, which before did appertain to the
mayor and citizens ; and the mayor and citi-
zens should be patrons of the hospital of the
Mawdleyn, which before appertained to the
byshop. Anno 27. Hen. III. Adam Ryfford.
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““ The mayor, bailiffs, and twenty-four
common council, are to chuse yearly a go-
vernor or warden, who, by himself or his
sufficient deputy, shall govern and rule the
impotent and sick persons within the said
hospital, according to the orders and ordin-
ances of the said house, which are as fol-
loweth :—

““ First.—That any brother and sister ad-
mitted and being one of the company of the
said house, shall daily, twice upon every day
at least, unless he or she be sick and not able
to come to the chappel, and then and there to
hear such divine service as shall be said be-
fore them, upon pain that every one failing,
unless he or she be sick or have some rea-
sonable cause of absence, to fast with bread
and water for three days together,

‘“ Also no brother nor sister shall go or pass
out of that house beyond the bryde, without
the gate of the said hospital, without the
licence of the warden or his deputy, upon
pain to be put into the stocks and to have
but bread and water for one day.
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““ No brother shall enter into the house
or lodging of any sister, nor any sister to
enter into the house of any sister (brother?)
without special licence of the warden or his
deputy, upon pain to be punished in the
stocks or otherwise, at the discretion of the
warden.

““ No brother shall belie his sister, nor sis-
ter shall belie any of her brothers, nor yet
any of them shall belie the warden or his
deputy, upon pain to have but bread and
water and to sit in the stocks for three days.

“ If any brother or sister do in any malice
or displeasure, in presence of any person,
call one the other of them thief, or any evil
name, or do revile one the other, shall like-
wise be in the stocks and fast with bread and
water for three days.

“If any brother or sister do maliciously,
slanderously, and in displeasure, revile the
master, warden, or his deputy, he shall fast
with bread and water and lie in the stocks
twelve days.

“If any brother or sister do in anger,
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malice, or displeasure, strike or lay violent
hands upon one the other, he shall be pu-
nished in the stocks, and have but bread and
water for thirty days.

“ Ifany brother or sister do disclose, utter,
or betray any of the secrets of their house, or
of the warden or his deputy, and thereof by
due proof be convicted, he shall be punished
in the stocks, and have but bread and water
for twelve days.

¢ No brother nor sister shall receive nor
lodge into his house any stranger or other
person whatsoever, without licence of the
warden or his deputy.

““ That no guest being received or lying in
the house, shall lie with his wife, nor any
wife with her husband within the precinct
of the said hospital, in one and the same bed.

“ If any brother or sister do threaten the
other of life or limb, shall abide the same
pain and punishment as if he smite or hurt
him.

“ If any brother or sister do pick or steal
from the other, shall be punished as if he

a
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had gone out of the doors beyond the place
appointed, and as by the warden shall be
thought good. Anno 30. Hen. IV. Martin
Roft.”

The ¢ permutation ” that is spoken of in
the first paragraph of this paper of Hooker’s,
is thus explained in Jenkins™ History of
Exeter,—¢ According to the original charter
they continued to collect toll from corn and
bread sold in the fairs and markets, and by
alms from door to door, on certain days, till
the year 1244; when the citizens complain-
ing that their frequent intercourse through
the markets and streets was obnoxious to
them, and occasioned the spreading of the
disease, forbid them the markets, and refused
them any relief; which much grieved the
then Bishop Brewer, and to prevent any
further dispute, an agreement was made
between the mayor and citizens on the one
part, and the bishop on the other, to ex-
change their rights of patronage.”

* Jenkins' History, p. 384.
¥
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So late as the fifteenth century we find the
noble instance of a wealthy and influential
citizen® voluntarily submitting himself to a
residence in this establishment.

There are many other documents relating
to this charity, besides those now alluded to,
but as they rather relate to its means than to
its objects, we shall not further quote them,
but proceed to direct attention to some few
portions of the above passages, from which
inferences may be drawn, both as to the
nature of the disease in question, and the
light in which it was regarded by the
people in general. These subjects, however,
will be more fully discussed when addressing
myself to the history of the disease itself.—

but I prefer making the few following obser-
vations, as they will not only assist in devel-

* “Richard Orenge, Esq- a gentleman of noble parentage,
and ‘mayor of this city in 1454, being infected with the
leprosy, notwithstanding his great wealth, submitted himself
to a residence in this hospital, where he lived many years
and finished his days, and was buried in the chancel of the
chapel; his grave, with a mutilated inscription, is still re-
maining.” Jenkins' History of Exeter, p. 384,
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oping the view that T am inclined to take on
the nature and prevalence of the disease, but
will also tend to strengthen the remarks sub-
sequently to be entered on.

It is very evident from what has been
stated in the preceding pages,—that the
leprosy was an established European disease
anterior to the period of the crusades; and
also, that institutions of refuge for those af-
flicted by it were numerously provided :—

That the lepers themselves were under the
especial care of the church, and particularly
subject to the legislation of the Holy See; and
to such extent did the exhortations of the
pope influence the people to charitable do-
nations towards them, that, in the sixteenth
century, we have seenit to be stated they
had become a too wealthy and more pow-
erful body, than was deemed right for their
condition as the receivers of alms :—

That from their very first foundation these
institutions were not established as ¢ sep-
erating " houses, or houses of pestilential se-
clusion, such as are the lazarettos of Italy in
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the present day, but that they were solely
the charitable resorts of those afflicted with
a peculiarly distressing and loathsome dis-
ease. This conclusion may fairly be assumed
from the circumstance that in the earlier es-
tablishments, they received wanderers and
pilgrims ;—that subsequently, the appointed
inmates consisted both of those so afflicted
and of sound people; and from the foundation
deeds, specifying them to be for the reception
of indigent people and pilgrims, and for the
relief of the poor and sick of leprosy;—
from its being no where mentioned that the
sound inmates of these houses became leprous,
nor that those wanderers who were the tenants
but for a night became, thereupon, firebrands
of contagion to the country through which
they subsequently passed ; and this is further
borne out by the fact, that the laws of seclu-
sion against them were not more imperious,
than towards those who were the inhabitants
of other Augustine institutions, such as Mon-
asteries, &c. In fact, from the bye laws of
the Magdalen charity, but just quoted, the
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breaking hospital appears but of very minor
consideration, as it is visited but with one
day’s punishment, while other offences are
much more severely provided against.

Moreover, the appointing the number of
inmates, argues that they were not institu-
tions of separation, for such limitation of
the number, and such permanent appoint-
ment of the inhabitants, is opposed to the
system upon which houses of pestilential
resort are founded.

Nor do we find in the foundation deeds
themselves of the hospital alluded to, the
disease spoken of as other than disgusting
to look at, incurable, and rendering those af-
flicted worthy the alms of the charitable.

From the wording of the charter of Bishop
Bartholomew, and from the subsequent rati-
fication of the Pope, I am fully induced to con-
clude that this institution, in particular, is not
to be regarded as a pest house, or as having for
its first object the separating from the healthy,
those, whom this disease afflicted : but that it is
rather to be regarded merely as one of those
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kind and beneficent donations of the pious so
frequent in these early ages :—that its origin 1s
not owing to the “salus populi suprema lex,”
but rather to the religious and superstitious ob-
servances of the times :—that as some chari-
table persons endowed ‘‘ten cells” for the
reception of aged single women, and as others
have endowed houses for the benefit of old
widows, so the founders of this charity have
endowed it for the benefit of thirteen brothers
and sisters, specifying that the being blem-
ished by the leprosy must be the qualification
for the enjoyment of its benefits,—and which,
I may suggest, proves merely that those
borne down by old age or disease are esteem-
el alike worthy the fostering care of charity.



HISTORY OF THE LEPROSY.

We very early find, in tracing the history
of Leprosy through the middle ages, that a
different disease is described, by the earlier
physicians, under the name of leprosy, to the
disease which is thus called in the present
day.

The European medical descriptions relating
to this subject will, we fear, be found to be
confused, crude, and unsatisiactory in the ex-
treme; one fact however is very certain, that
a disease is often alluded to, of so severe and
disgusting a nature, and of such frequent oc-
currence, the like of which, if not totally un-
known among us, is, at any rate, of such rare
happening as to become a matter of almost
antiquarian research.

In proof,—Immediately we enter on the
discussion of this disease, we find ourselves
involved in a sea of doubts, the character of
the disease as given by one writer, is directly
opposed to the description of another.



40 LEPROSY.

Nor is the contrariety of popular feeling
towards these afflicted people at different
times less worthy of remark.

This ¢ most filthy disease,” at one period
deemed too disgusting for the sight of man,
is at another made the qualification for a holy
order of knighthood, and they, who at one
time found themselves almost condemned to
a perpetual imprisonment, at another found
themselves elevated amongst the saints; such
was the high privilege of those thus afflicted
and returning from the mad exploits of eru-
sadal warfare. -

Pious persons of the highest rank deemed
it honorable to pay attention to these Holy
Sufferers. Priests, archbishops, and kings,
are even stated to have performed the nause-
ous homage of washing, kissing, and licking
their foul flesh.* We also find them so
wealthy as to be a tempting prey to the
rapacity of the sovereigns of their time, and
so arrogant, as to have affixed to them the

* King Robert of France, and Louis IX. Du Gange.
Joinville, Hist, de Louis.



LEPROSY. 41

charge of high treason: again, mstead of
homage and honor, we find their property
seized and themselves burnt.*

The early descriptions, then, of the leprosy,
lead us to infer, that Europe was the seat of
a disease justly acquiring for itself the name
of < lepra horrendissima;” and well deserving
of those vast donations of the pious, dedicated
to the maintenance and relief of such as were
afflicted by it.f

That the occurrence of this disease is not
to be attributed to contagion, resulting from
the free communication with the East, during
the crusades, is very evident, from the fre-
quent mention of it three centuries prior to
that period.

Are we to mfer from hence, that a &isease
of the most alarming, contagious, and loath-
some nature then prevailed, and which now
no longer oecurs; or are we to infer that the
description was exaggerated and falsified.
To this latter opinion I am inclined to lean.

* Phillip V. especially,

+ Life of St. Antoninus, Fourth century.

G
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Let us proceed however to some considera-
tion of the disease itself. Dr. Mead says in
his Medical Precepts and Cautions, that, of
all the diseases which affect the surface of
the body, the most filthy 1s the leprosy. This
is of two kinds, the one is known commonly
as the leprosy of the Greeks, the other that
of the Arabians.

Another writer* states that * In investiga-
ting the History of the disease in the middle
ages, we shall probably find it sufficiently
clear that the Elephantiasis or Tubercular dis-
ease (the lepra ol the translators of the Ara-
bians), was the principal form against which
the precautionary laws were framed, but that
almost all cutaneous diseases were popularly
considered as of a leprous nature.”

The leprosy of the present day is defined
as consisting of “Crrcurar Parcues oF
SMOOTH LAMINATED SCALES, SURROUNDED
BY A REDDISH AND PROMINENT CIRCLE,
THE PATCHES OF DIFFERENT SIZES, AND
DEPRESSED IN THE CENTRE.”  This de-

—

* Rees Cyclop,
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finition is, in every respect, in accordance
with the detailed characteristics of the lepro-
sy of the Greeks ; therefore we may conclude,
that at this present time, the same disease
occurs in England, as did, in the very earliest
ages (and still continues to occur) in Greece.
To proceed,—according to our modern estab-
lished classification, there are three species
of leprosy*;—the common (Lepra vulgaris
fig.1), the white (L. Alphoides fig. 2), and
the black (L. Nigricans fig. 3). The first of
these differs from the second in its extending
less over the surface, and in the scaly patches
being rather less white; while the third va-
riety, extremely rare, differs in having its
patches of a dark and livid hue, which is
most marked at the margin. So slight, how-
ever, are the differences, that a short descrip-
tion of the genus will suffice to our present
purpose.

It commences under the form of small red

* It will be as well to bear in mind the etymology of the
word lepra, it being derived from aézges, which has for its
etymon iizog, Squama,
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points, which, though they be but shghtly
elevated above the surface of the skin, yet
are sufficiently visible. These distinct glossy
elevations are covered by extremely fine
scales, which quickly fall off;—by little and
little, the small red points extend themselves,
always maintaining the circular form ;—the
scales are then renewed, become thickened,
and superimposed, especially towards the ele-
vated sides ; asthe disease encreases, a protu-
berant areola is formed, covered by scales;
the cuticle of the centre of this circle then
recovers its healthy character, excepting in
some very rare cases in which are isolated
plates, which occupy the centre as well as the
sides. This orbicular development continues
encreasing until it has arrived at the diameter,
sometimes of a few inches, and even in some
rare cases beyond this, but generally speaking
they are of a much less extent;—commonly
when the plates have arrived at a size inter-
mediate between a shilling and a crown piece,
any further encrease is arrested, the healthy
centre becomes depressed, the sides elevated,
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and covered by a number of greyish very ad-
herent scales.,

The circular form is not always altogether
distinct and entire; for often the small ele-
vations become united in their progress, the
circumference becomes interlaced, thus giv-
ing place to agglomerated and confused
masses. This disposition is very common,
and even almost constant, in the neighbour-
hood of the articulations, especially at the
elbows and knees.

During the period that this development of
the individual circles is thus progressing, a
general encrease of the eruption takes place.
It extends itself gradually over the stomach,
shoulders, back, and chest, sometimes over
the scalp and forehead, more rarely on the
face and hands.

While the disease continues, the scales con-
stantly fall off, and are as constantly renewed,
On the fall of the scale there is exposed a
red and slightly inflamed surface; when the
eruption is recent, this surface is smooth and
glossy, but when the disease is of old stand-
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ing, it becomes furrowed and impressed with
the mark of the scales.

Though this scaly disease may be developed
over any part of the body, yet its more usual
seat, at its first commencement, 1s the arti-
culations of the limbs, generally those of the
knees, and then of the elbows, are the first af-
fected, in the former case, the primary patch
forms immediately below the patella: within
a few weeks several other scaly circles ap-
pear along the fore parts of the leg and thigh,
encreasing by degrees until they come nearly
i contact. Should the disease still encrease,
the hips, loins, body, and arms, become sim-
ilarly affected. In severe cases, the hairy
scalp is attacked, and the nails of the hands
and feet become thickened and indented lon-
gitudinally. In these more inveterate cases
the appearances become disgusting,—a torpor
of feeling and difficulty of motion becomes
established, the constitution is broken down,
the eye-sight is impaired, the stomach disor-
dered, feelings of danger and anxiety depress;
in fact, the poor sufferer is burdensome to
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himself, and presents a disagreeable appear-
ance to those around him:—and to crown
the whole, the misfortunes attendant on this
history are not to be alleviated by any san-
guine hopes of recovery,—for rare indeed is
such relief obtained.*

There is one variety of this disease, though
frequent in some parts of the world, is fortu-
nately but of very rare occurrence in this
country, it i1s that form which is peculiarly
alluded to in the ninth, tenth, and eleventh
verses of the thirteenth chapter of Leviticus,—
“When the plague of Leprosy is in a man, then
he shall be brought unto the priest; and the
priest shall see him, and, bebold, if the ri-
sing be white in the skin, and it have turned
the hair white, and there be quick raw flesh,
it 1s an old leprosy in the skin of his flesh;

* In the above description I have purposely avoided too
much detail, merely confining myself to such short history
as will illustrate the present enquiry, Those anxious to
follow out the enquiry can not do better than refer to Dr,
Thompson's edition of Bateman, to the article in the Cyclo-
padia of Medicine by Dr. Houghton, and to Biett's “Abrégé
pratique des maladies de la peau.”
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and the priest shall pronounce him unclean,
and shall not shut him up; for he is unclean.”

This is the leuce of old authors, (nézes revws,
vitiligo) and is the variety of all others, which
undermines the constitution, taking a hold so
strong, as to leave but little hope of the suf-
ferers’ ever recovering from its devastating
influence ; though it have some characters in
common with the L. Vulgaris, yet the scales
are whiter, more horny, and glistening in
appearance, as some have described them, to
asbestos; it affects the skin deeper, and has
one symptom which is very characteristic,
for the hair becomes white and like wool. Dr.
Mason Good makes this variety a seParate.
species,® and defines it as ‘“ having scales on
‘“ an elevated base, which are glossy, white,
“ with a deep central depression, encircled
““ with a red border; patches encreasing in
“ size; hairs on the patches, white or hoary,
“ diffused over the body, and contagious.” Tt

* In the ¢ Medica Sacra,” I preferred the arrangement of
Celsus, who also makes this a separate species, as it accorded
better with the descriptions of Moses, but T have, in these
pages, adhered to the classification of Dr, Bateman,
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will be observed, that this eminent physician
sums up its characteristics by stating it to be
contagious, which is also his opinion of the
black variety. Though I thus deem it right
to call attention to this point, I shall not here
enter into the discussion.

Of a certainty there are varieties of this
disease constantly occurring, differing some-
what from those now detailed, but never-
theless, such are the general characteristics
of leprosy in the present day,* and such they
were before the time of the christian ra;
and such are the symptoms which accord
with the deseriptions of the Greek writers.

Are we, then, immediately to conclude, that
the much dreaded leprosy of the middle ages,
that the disease of horror, ‘the loathsome
plague of Europe,” has been detailed ? No!—
on the contrary, as the investigation is pursu-
ed, we early find that the leprosy we have
now delineated, is not that potent malady de-

scribed and dreaded in earlier times.

—_—

* The inmates of the Magdalen Hospital of this city
(Exeter), are, for the most part, afflicted with the varieties
of the leprosy now described, Vid. Appendix, No, 1.

H
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Of this we are convincingly assured, when
it is recollected that the presence of scales
forms the generic character of the leprosy, as
the etymology of the word sufficiently proves,
and which feature, as will presently be shewn
in the subsequent part of this enquiry, is not
the characteristic mark of that disease, which
it is now our object to search out.

The disease, then, to which we shall direct
our attention is the Elephantiasis, or as it is
unfortunately often termed, the leprosy of the
Arabians,* (Lepra Arabum.)

By many authors, however, this distinc-
tion is not even maintained, thus we have
an article in the Medical Observations and
Enquiries, entitled, an account of ““the le-
prosy in the Canton of Martigues, in Pro-
vence,” &c., &c. which proves to be a descrip-
tion of the Elephantiasis:—as the account is
curious, I have added it as an appendix.t

* In contradistinction to the true leprosy, which is termed
the leprosy of the Greeks, ( Lepra Gracorum.)

t Vid, Appendix, No. 2.



LEPROSY. 51

So great has been the confusion thus created
by this same term, leprosy, being used for
the two diseases, that we even find Dr. Frank
falling into error, and Dr. Bateman professing
himself perfectly embarrassed in his descrip-
tions of them,—an embarrassment which he
left to the patient research of Dr. Mason Good
torelieve him from. This confusion, originally
great, has been ¢ worse confounded ” by the
translators of the Egyptian and Greek au-
thors ;—thus we find Elephantiasis properly
so called, styled Elephantia* by the translator
of Haly Abbas, in this way confusing the true
tubercular disease with the Greek leprosy,—
and then by the translators of Avicen, Rases,
and Avir-Zoar, the tubercular elephantiasis
is called lepra, which, as before pointed out,
is a scaly disease, and in no respect tuber-
cular.t

* Which properly refers to the Barbadoes leprosy, or
large leg,

t Est lepre species, Elephantiasisque vocatur
Quie cunctis morbis major sic esse videtur,
Ut major cunctis elephas animanlibus extat.

Muacer.
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Having in another place* particularly dwelt
upon this confusion, and made the subject as
clear as one well might, it shall now be my
purpose to give some short account of the
Elephantiasis, with which, according to the
histortes of early authors, the leprosy of the
middle ages appears to be identical.

It may be thus defined, “Skin THICK,
LIVID, RUGOSE, TUBERCULATE, TUBERCLES
CHIEFLY ON THE FACE (ESPECIALLY FORE-
HEAD) AND JOINTS, INSENSIBILITY OF FEEL-
ING, FALL OF HAIR EXCEPTING FROM THE
SCALP, PERSPIRATIONS OFFENSIVE, EYES
FIERCE AND STARING, VOICE HOARSE AND
NAsAL.” (vide plate 2.) t

Its commencement is very gradual, occasi-
onally even a few years elapse before the
health becomes disordered; the first symp-
toms are generally a slight eruption, which

* “Medica Sacra,” art. Leprosy and Elephantiasis,

+ This plate is copied from the edition of Willan, by Dr.
Bateman ;—the history of the case is added in Appendix,
No. 3. This man died some few years since in the Devon and
Exeter Hospital,
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shortly shows itself to be of a tubercular cha-
racter; the ale of the nose and the pendula
of the ears, and the face generally, are the
parts commonly first attacked :—after remain-
ing some months in an apparently indolent
condition, in which the tubercles are but little
altered from the natural colour and general
appearance of the skin, a new action ensues,
when they ulcerate and discharge, in small
quantities, a feetid ichorous humour.

The face enlarges generally, the features
become swollen, and the forehead appears as
it were inflated and overhanging, giving a fe-
rocious and very peculiar expression to the
countenance, bearing so great a resemblance
to that of a lion, that some Arabian and Greek
writers have been, theref’fom, induced to term
the disease ““ Leontiasis.”*

——

* « Et hac mgritudo nominatur leonina ; et dicitur, quod
non nominatur itd, nisi com plurimum accidit leonibus; et
dicitur quum terribilem facit faciem patientis eam, et ponit
eam in forméi leonum ; et dicitur cum rapaciter tenet, quod
capit rapacitate leonis.” Avicenna,

“ In leonina citrinescit facies,” Glilbert.
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“ Gigna leonin@ manuum fissura pedumque,
Asperitas cutis, macies pruritus et ardor;
Vox est rauca, color citrinus, mobile lumen,
Fit gingivarum corruptio, naris acumen.”
Gadesden.

Others again have termed it ‘“ Satyriasis,”
from some supposed resemblance to the face
of a Satyr.*

Mr. Robinson,| whose account of this dis-
ease has often been referred to, says that it
usually commences with patches of the cuticle
of the face becoming more florid, and, as Dr.
Adams admirably expresses it, ‘appearing
as if semitransparent, splendid, and as if the
surface were smeared with oil.” It then gra-
dually becomes thickened in different parts
irregularly, giving a bloated and disgusting
appearance to the visage.

““ The ale of the nose are usually first at-
tacked, then the integuments of the cheeks,
temples, and lips, and lastly the ears, which
I have often seen thrice the natural size, nor

* ¢ Zarvpaopos” Galen,

t Vide Account of the Elephantiasis as it appears in Hin.
dostan, by James Robinson, Med, Chir. T'ransactions, Vol. x,
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have I ever seen a case in which they were
not afflicted.” To this I shall add one other
account,—that of Dr. Kinnis, who saw seve-
ral cases of it in the Isle of France; Dr. Joy
says that it is one of the most accurate de-
scriptions of the disease we possess.

““The face was generally swollen, with large
tubercles on the forehead, separated from
each other by deep furrows; and smaller and
more confluent ones on the cheeks, which oc-
casionally hung down, so as to depress the
angles of the mouth; the ale of the nose
were dilated, distorted, and covered with
tubercles; the ears thickened, enlarged, and
studed with similar substances, and the lips
penetrated by hard whitish bodies, which
looked somewhat like recent cicatrices. In
mulattoes the tubercles were of a bright livid,
or copper colour, and in blacks a shade deeper
than the surrounding skin. The cuticular lines
and folds were every where more distinct and
larger than natural. The deeply-wrinkled
forehead, the bare swollen eye-brows, the
heavy pendulous cheeks, the irregular expan-
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ded nose, the depressed mouth, and the
thickened elongated ear-lobes, combined to
render the whole visage singularly harsh and
uncouth.”

The hair of the eye-brows falls off, as also

that of the beard and surface of the body ge-
nerally, with the exception of the hair of the

capilitium. Dr. Heberden, who gives a very
circumstantial history of the disease, says he
never saw one affected, who did not retain
the hair of the head.

In the more advanced cases, the nostrils be-
come patulous, and affected with ulcers, which
involving the cartilages and alee nasi, occasion
the nose to fall. The lips are tumid, the voice
is hoarse, which symptom has been observed
when no ulcers have appeared in the throat,
though this is sometimes the case both with
the throat and gums. The nails grow scabrous
and rugose, appearing somewhat like the
rough bark of a tree; and the distemper ad-
vancing, corrodes the parts generally with a
dry sordid scab, or gangraneous ulcer, so that
the fingers and toes rot, and separate joint
after joint.
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Such then is the description of the Elephan-
tiasis, and such description certainly agrees
with the accounts of the leprosy of the mid-
dle ages, as may be gleaned from the writings
of those times.

In the acts of the Saints* especially, many
allusions are made to this disease; and even
so early as the fourth century, in the life of St.
Antoninus, it is described ; and in the seventh
century, Gregory the Great, alluding to the
subject, mentions one leper,  quem densis
vulneribus morbus Elephantinus defedave-
rat;” and the leprous knights of St. Lazarus
are spoken of as afflicted with foul sores and
running wounds—symptoms which may be,
indeed are, identical with those of the Ele-
phantiasis, and certainly are not so, with
those of Leprosy properly so called, and which
has been described a few pages previously,
(vide pages 43 and seq.)

Supposing however that hitherto the iden-

¢ « The Acts of the SBaints, compiled by the Bollandists,
are replete with examples of this malady throughout Europe,
~ i Lthe middle ages.”
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tity of the disease were doubtful, it yet be-
comes fully established from the records of
those physicians, who held the office of exa-
miners of the patients, fit to enjoy the benefits
of leper establishments,—they, In fact, state
in terms the most conclusive, that their en-
quiry was directed to the Elephantiasis, or
tubercular leprosy.

The mode of examination for admission into
the great lazar establishment at Ulm has been
transmitted to us by Gregorius Horst, one
specially appointed by the magistrates for
that purpose.

He says, ¢ After the preliminary questions
relative to the age and family of the person
brought before them, they examined him res-
pecting the existence of the disease, his pa-
rents and progenitors, his habits of life, and
his assoclates, with a view to the probability
of contagion; his peculiar temperament, and
previous state of health, and particularly as
to the suppression of customary evacuations;
and then as to the climate, soil, habitation,
and diet, to which he had previously been
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accustomed. They then questioned him se-
riatim, as to the state of all the functions,
mental and corporeal; and lastly, denudatis
partibus omnibus, they examined the whole
body, with a view to ascertain the presence
or absence of the following external symp-
toms,—First, they inspected the head, to see
whether the hair was beginning to fall off,
whether that of the beard was becoming soft-
erand thinner; and that of the eye-brows and
eye-lashes was disappearing ; and whether,
when the hairs were pulled up by the roots, a
part of the skin was brought away with them ;
whether the eyes were round and grim, the
ears acuminated, the lips thick, the nose tu-
mified externally, the nostrils internally stuft-
ed and ulcerated, the face unequally swelled
with tubercles, and of a livid red hue? Whe-
ther the veins under the tongue were enlarged
with tubercles, as if varicose; whether the
skin was unctuous, so that water ran off it,
or there were under it tubercles nearly with-
out sensibility, especially behind the ears, and
on the extremities? Whether the skin was
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rough, like that of an unfeathered goose, re-
sembling the hide of an elephant, or covered
with warts, like the grandines of swine, or
affected with morphea, impetigo, or a dry and
incurable scabies? Whether there were any
nodes about the joints? Whether the mus-
cles of the extremities, especially about the
thumbs were emaciated ? Whether the nails
were incurvated ? Whether the skin was sen-
sible to the puncture of the surgeon’s needle ?
Whether there were offensive ulcers with a
bad habit of body, especially ulcerations and
fissures in the fingers and toes? and whether
the voice was hoarse and obtuse? They then
drew some blood for the purpose of exami-
ning it. ““These symptoms being present,”
says the author, ““ we deem the disease ErLE-
PHANTIASIS, and decree that the patient, inas-
much as he is affected with an incurable and
contagious leprosy, is to be separated from
all communion with the healthy.”

Forrestus, who practised as physician at
Delft and Alemaer in the middle of the six-
teenth century, details at great length a
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case, in which a certain person applied to
him, requesting to know if he were a true
leper (numquid lepra vera afficeretur nec
ne.) He goes on to say, that after inform-
ing himself, from a number of authors,
(Avicenna, Gordonius, Gherardus, Viaticus,
and Gilbertus,) of the peculiar symptoms of
the disease, he questioned him thereupon.
This examination is amply detailed, with the
addition of much historical and medical ob-
servation.

As, however, 1t contains much that is similar
to what has been above brought under consi-
deration, I shall not add it to these pages,
being content to append those portions which
are curious of illustration.*

In Ryder’s Feedera, the examination of
Johanna Nightingale, in reference to her being
a leper, (during the reign of Edward in 1468)
is preserved, in which Leonina and Elephantia
are termed species of leprosy, “ docemur equi-

* Vid, Appendix, No, 4.
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dem ex scientia medicinali Morbus Lepre in
communi per plurima signa, item, unamquam-
que ejus morbi speciem que quatuor sunt alo-
pecia (videlicit) Tiria, Leonina, et Elefantia.”
There is every reason to suppose that the ex-
amination of this person was conducted much
as those already detailed. The document it-
self will be found at the conclusion of these
pages.*

Assuming that the above direct testimony
is sufficient to show that the disease, usually
understood, and legislated for, in this country
and throughout Europe, under the name of
leprosy, is the Elephantiasis,—are we not
therefore to infer that the Elephantiasis was
of frequent occurrence? It might at first
sight appear ridiculous to suppose the contra-
ry, but nevertheless there is that evidence
within ourreach, which permits us reasonably
to conclude that 1T was not of frequent oc-
currence, but that the common leprosy of the

* Vid. Appendix, No. 5.
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Greeks (to which we first paid attention) and
other foul cutaneous* disorders were mis-
judged for it.—This can only be accounted for
by supposing that they termed these diseases
““Leprosy,” (of which some truly were,) and
then attached to them all the horrors charac-
teristic of the Elephantiasis,which the authors,
to whom they referred, called Leprosy, and
therefore subjected the lepers of these cli-
mates to the discipline of the East.

That this may not be thought improbable,
we find independently of the instance quoted
a few pages since from the medical observa-
tions, that the learned Dr. Hillary, whose ob-
servations on the diseases of Barbadoes are
so justly esteemed, makes a similar mistake:
but the probability becomes more evident,
when we reflect upon the unvarying adher-
ence to ancient authority, which characterized
the profession, for centuries, after the revival
of learning, and when we consider that the

* I have not alluded particularly to these, as it would
rather encumber the subject without adding interest to the
enquiry,
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measles and small-pox, for instance, were
deemed the same disease, including also
scarlet fever, so late as the time of Diemer-
broeck, we shall readily conceive how slow
the early physicians would be, in acknow-
ledging a disease differing from the descripti-
ons of the Arabian Physicians, and with what
facility they might confound the cutaneous
diseases of their country with those of Arabia.
In truth, so evident have been the errors in
the names of these diseases, that some writers
have been induced to suppose, and with
whom I am fully prepared to coincide, that
the changes, both as to frequency and charac-
ter of the disease, described as taking place
from the close of the fifteenth century down-
wards, ‘“were rather changes of name than
an actual disappearance or diminution of Le-

prosy = properly so called.
Acknowledging, then, that the disease parti-

cularly alluded to, in the early European de-
scriptions, and especially legislated for, was
the Elephantiasis, yet there is nothing there-
by proved that this lepra of the Arabians
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really did frequently exist in this country as
a disease of common occurrence.

It appears obvious that our endeavours
should be directed to the producing English
testimony to the nature of the disease, before
we can well form a decided opinion on this
subject. Perhaps here it might be said that
the founding of the Lazar Institutions, toge-
ther with the deeds thereunto relating, are, in
themselves, sufficient to satisfy the enquirer;
but in the former pages of this work I have
shewn that the evidence, thus to be derived,
does not prove the nature of the disease: and
let me here impress upon themind of the reader
of these pages the just observation of one,
who, when speaking of the vast donations of
the pious to the maintenance and relief of
those afflicted with leprosy, says ¢ That
these immense charities were at length admi-
nistered under great abuses, and afford no
accurate ground upon which to calculate the
extent of the prevalence of the disease.”

Nor does the following passage from the
Report of the ¢ Commissioners concerning

K
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Charities ” fail to leave a like inference to be
drawn. The report says, when speaking of
certain alms given to the Magdalen Hospital,
payable in respect of lands, that the rent ap-
pears to have been withheld in the time of
Hooker, (A.D. 1560.) and which, perhaps,
may be accounted for by the lands having
been originally granted by Robert Suckspitch
for superstitious uses.

It is very evident, however, from all that
has been stated, that a cutaneous disease
prevailed in these times ; but the enquiry now
resolves itself into the questions :—was the
prevailing cutaneous disease of the middle
ages the Elephantiasis, or not ?

Itis to be regretted that direct English
medical history is crudely inconclusive and
unsatisfactory ; therefore, whatever judg-
ment we may form, must be grounded upon
general European testimony, and upon such
collateral evidence as may be obtained.

It appears certain, as has been before ob-
served, that the early European physicians
transcribed their descriptions of these dis-
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eases from the works of the Arabians, and it
will also appear certain, from the most direct
and positive evidence, that the leper houses
of Europe were not filled with diseases in
accordance with such description. This
apparent contradiction is easily explained,
when we bear in mind the confusion caused
by the early writers attaching the character-
istics of the more severe disease of Elephan-
tiasis, to the milder forms of Greek or Eu-
ropean leprosy, and such other cutaneous
affections, as somewhat resembled it.

It must here be understood, that it is
not wished to establish that Elephantiasis
never-did occur in this country, but only that it
was a disease not frequently to be met with.
Gregorius Horst, and Forrestus, to whom
we have previously referred, and whose
opinions are especially valuable, speak of it in
their day as of very rare occurrence, and that
the persons, appointed to the lazar houses,
were rarely those who answered to such de-
scription as was required by the recorded tests
and examinations, and grounded upon the
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accounts of the Arabian writers. The former
says, that at Ulm, in Bavaria, where he re-
sided, and elsewhere, that most of the inmates
of these hospitals were afflicted only by the
itch and Greek leprosy, and that but very few
instances of Elephantiasis were to be met
with: for that such patients as were affected
only with a dry and foul scabies, with pustu-
lar eruptions, fissures, and branny exfoliati-
ons, which constitute the psora of the Greeks,
or even with great itching, emaciation, ulce-
ration, and exfoliations of thicker scales, af-
flicting also the head and face, which are the
leprosies of the Greeks, are sent to the laza-
rettos, provided they be poor, for the means
of subsistence.

Van Forrest, after specifying what he be-
lieves to have been the causes of the Elephan-
tiasis in Batavia, adds “ plurimi simili ele-
phantiz malo corripiuntur simili inquam,” that
he cannot believe them to have been afflicted
by the true Elephantiasis, but that those
wandering about and calling themselves lep-
ers, were affected by some cutaneous foulness
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or bad scabies, and that, scarcely more than
one out of ten of them were truly leprous or
afflicted with Elephantiasis; and that this
opinion may be confirmed, he adds the testi-
mony of Henricus Vergerius, an illustrious
physician of the Hague, who laments with
him, that, from the carelessness and ignorance
of the physician residing at Haerlem, whose
business it was to examine the lepers of Bata-
via, many were esteemed by him afflicted
by Elephantiasis or leprosy, who laboured
under the slighter cutaneous diseases, ‘vel
vitiligine, leucis, alpho, vel morphea, aut
impetigine, lichene, psora, quee Greecorum
lepra est.”*

Riedlin, who was physician to the leper
house at Augsburg, affirms, that out of fifty-
nine cases, he saw but one which was Ele-
phantiasis, and that only in a slight degree,
all the rest were instances of the psora and
lepra of the Greeks.|

* Forrestus Observat, Chirurgicarum, lib, iv. p. 106.
+ Vid, Hensler,
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And it furtherappears thatin Italy, when the
physicians threw off the trammels of ancient
authority, and made observations upon dis-
eases for themselves, that they arrived at the
conclusion there was no prevalence of Elephan-
tiasis ;—thus Beniveni says that it is an almost
unknown disease, and that he had seen but one
case, occurring in a stranger, and that was of
a very mild character; and Benedetti and Joh.
de Vego, though ‘accurately describing the
leprous diseases with which we are acquaint-
ed, do not make mention of the tubercular
leprosy.

Having previously proved that the:disease,
specifically understood in the early ages under
the term of leprosy, was the Elephantiasis,
surely the above is sufficient to establish that
this disease was not of frequent occurrence
on the continent of Europe, nor, by analogy,
we may assume in Britain; but, that the ad-
judged lepers, though supposed to have been
afflicted in the very early ages with Elephan-
tiasis, were no otherwise afflicted than those
¢ lepers” were, when the Elephantiasis was
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discovered not to be an European disease;
and we may further assume, that the ap-
pointed inmates to the lazar houses were
those who *“ vel vitiligine, leucis, alpho, vel
morphea, aut impetigine, lichene, psora, quee
Gracorum lepra est, laborabant,” notwith-
standing the charge of ignorance and inat-
tention against the Haerlem physician.
Beside this almost positive testimony, it
is well worthy of remark, that in those parts
of the globe where the ancient writers have
described the tubercular disease to occur,
that, to the present time, in these same
places, it exists; nor is it less remarkable,
that where the true (Greek) leprosy occurred
in former times, so there does it still happen.
Why these diseases do exist exclusively
in particular spots, many authors have found
reasons, in situation, climate, &c., but these
causes it 1s'not my part here to discuss; suf-
fice it to say, that in Arabia, in Egypt, in
Siam, in the Isle of France, &c., where the
Elephantiasis was formerly described to exist,
there it still prevails, and that in Greece, and
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Europe generally, where the leprosy (of the
Greeks) was formerly described to exist, so
does 1t also now afflict the people, though,
doubtless, the individual cases are modified,
and milder in their form; which may be ac-
counted for, in the improved state of the
country, in the better feeding, clothing, and
cleanliness of the people, and in the advance
of civilisation.

Much of the horror entertained of the
leprosy in this country in former times is to
be attributed to the mistakes formerly alluded
to, as also to the general alarming notions
that were entertained of diseases in general ;
to the general deficiency of medical skill in
alleviating the pains of the sufferers; and to
the supposed highly contagious nature of the
complaint; to the superstitious ignorance of
the times, as well as from the applications of
the scriptural code to our slighter disease,
and also to the exaggerated histories of the
returning Crusaders, filling the ears of greedy
listeners with tales of dread.

After the fifteenth century, however, when
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the dawn of medical knowledge dispelled
many of the previous overwhelming mists
of ignorance and superstition, this horror in
great part subsided.

As any discussion on the origin, or conta-
giouness, of leprosy, would only uselessly
prolong this paper without, in effect, illus-
trating the points of the enquiry, I shall not
enter upon these subjects here, but satisfy
myself by stating the conclusions to which
the previous statements tend, viz;—

That, from the ignorance and superstition
of the middle ages, and from the European
authors of the-e early times owing their
medical klnnwledge to the writings of the
Arabian physicians, and not to their own
observations, the common leprosies and cu-
taneous defecedations were invested with the
horrors of the Elephantiasis ;—

That in former days, in England, the term
of leprosy included many cutaneous diseases
which are of common occurrence in the pre-

sent day ;—
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No. L.

ABouT the latter end of November, 1834, I visited the Mag-
dalen Hospital of this city (Exeter), and found the appointed
inmates to be as follows:

EvizageTrH Puivvuies, @t. 55, (appointed nineteen years
since.) Is afflicted with an elevated white eruption, occurring
in frequent circular patches over the arms, legs, shoulders, and
stomach. She has been thus afflicted for the last twenty-five
years, Her health generally is bad, attended with occasional
sickness and spasms of the stomach ;—certainly incapable of
the ordinary occupations of the poor.

JANE WEIR, ®l. 32, (appointed three months since,) Has a
thick scaly eruption over both arms, back, knees, and face,
The character of this young woman's eruption is exceedingly
virulent, the flesh occasionally becoming raw. Her health
generally is undermined, and her sight is nearly destroyed.
She has been a leper for Lthe last twenty years, The condition
she is reduced to, from the aggravated form of her disease,
totally disables her from work,

SARAH JosLIN, =t. 59, (appointed eleven years since.)
Slight scaly eruption of arms and knees: reports the eruption
to be better now than generally is the case: says that it fre-
quently becomes virulent and irritable, leaving the flesh raw.
Has been thus afflicted for the last twenty years., Her sight is
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much impaired, which, together with the very ill state of her
general health, renders her incapable of labour. Reports her
sister to have been similarly afficted,

SARAH SANDERS, ®t, 70, (appointed two years since,) Scaly
eruptions (Psoriasis) on the bend of arms, neck, thighs, legs,
under the breasts, and generally over the body. This eruption
is of a very irritable character, and apt to create a rawness
of the flesh, She has been thus afflicted for the last seven
years, Her sight fails her, General health good.

TuirzA Tour, w®t. 11, (appointed six months since.) The
body generally covered with scaly irritable eruption, occurring
in circular patches, The eraption in this girl I have seen occa-
sionally to assume a very malignant form. Has been thus
afflicted for the past three years, previous Lo which time her
general health was good, which has since much altered for the
worse, Sight, very weak, and imperfect.

HENRY DowNING, ®t, 60, (appointed six months since.)
Scaly eruption of back, breast, and legs; at present but slight,
but reports it generally to be much worse, Has been a leper
for the last twenty years, His sight and general health very
much impaired. For the last two years has been palsied in
both legs. Reports that his health was exceedingly good
before he was thus aflicted with the leprous eruption.

N. B. his wife, ®t. 57, (now living with him—has been mar-
ried thirty-three years,) is also afflicted with leprosy, which she
states to have first made its appearance about seven years since.
None of her own relatives are thus afflicted; thinks she has
contracted it from her husband, Her health and sight are
very bad. Reports that her daughter is also similarly afflicted,

CArROLINE HADLEY, @t. 14, (appoiuted six months since,)
Scaly eruption of skin, Her ordinary health good, exeept
when the eruplions encrease, which they occasionally do,

N. B. Her Mother (now dead) was also -similarly afilicted,
and enjoyed, on that account, the benefit of this charity,

SALLY BOUTHARD, @t, 53, (appointed three years since,) A
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case of most inveterate and malignant disease, by which the
nose and features generally are corroded, together with the left
arm, by an irritable and spreading sore; she has been thus
afflicted 45 years,

ANN PUNCHARD, @t. 58, (appointed twenty four years since. )
Has been for the last seventeen years afflicted with a malignant
cancerous affection of the nose, which is thus being gradually
destroyed. Her ordinary health is much impaired.

SARAH GAY, wt, 74, (appointed six years since,) 1s disabled
by a seizure from assisting herself in any of the ordinary occu-
pations of life, as dressing, washing, feeding herself, &c.

ELIZABETH SQUIRE, @®t, 75, (appointed twelve yearssince,)
Has been a cripple for the last twenty years, incapable of la-
bour, from having been injured by a waggon. Her general
health is good.

N. B. BSince the date of the above report, another female

afflicted by a general leprous condition of the skin, has been
appointed to this charity,
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No. IL

An account of the Leprosy, in the Canton of Muartigues in Provence,
extracted from a French letter to Dr, Clephane, from Dr,
Joannis, « Physician ai Aix, Dated October 15th, 1755.

In a town called le Martigues, situated on the coast of Prov-
ence, betwixt the sea and the lake Barra, there is an hospital
called St. Lazare, which has been established time immemorial,
Nothing is found in the archives of that town relating 1o its
origin, In this hospital are shut up all such persons as are at-
tacked with the Leprosy, of which the following is an exaet
account,

It has been a constant observation that all those who have
the leaven of this disease in the mass of blood, begin to perceive
a swelling in the calves of their legs, reaching as far as the
tendo achillis, when the disease, from any external canse what-
soever, is disposed toshew itself. Soon after which these parts
become insensible, and the swelling more considerable ; but
the fingers, tho' applied with force, leave no marks, as in the
common wdema,

This swelling, inflation or tumour increases insensibly, and
extends itself (hrough the whole leg from the toes to the knee.
The veins are enlarged and become varicose ; the skin appears
covered with thick scales, which render it hard and nuequal;
and at length, when the legs have acquired a considerable bulk,
there come on, above these scales, knobs or schirrous tubercles,
about the bigness of nuts, the skin preserving still its natural
colour,

It is not long before all these symptoms appear on the face
where the skin grows thick, and forms large wrinkles full of
the like schirrous tubercles, which make these poor wretches
look frightful. Neither the arms nor hands are always exempt
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from the terrible effects of this malady. Also, the skin grad.-
ually grows thicker, and tumors appear on il principally about
the joints,

These people continne in this condition sometimes for years,
without suffering much, and discharging very well all their
functions : but after this first stage of the disease, their voice
grows hoarse, and an ulcer is always perceived in the throat,
which sometimes eats away the palate, and ravages the inward
parts of the nose, 'Their breath is insupportable, their gums
quite nlcered, their teeth carious, and the whole countenance
of a livid hue. The schirrous tumors above wmentioned, after
having acquired their utmost degree of extension, crack and
degenerate into ulcers, which furnish a very ill conditioned pus,
of an ash colour, serous and very feetid; the surgecous, who
have the care of dressing them, have assured me, that they
have sometimes found worms in them; perhaps this might hap-
pen because they were too seldom dressed. The bones beneath
the ulcers were carious, and large scales were taken from them,
Some of these wretches have at length lost their fingers and
toes by the pus, which insinuvated itself among the joints, and,
corroding the ligaments, obliged the phalunges to separate: but
there have happened very few such cases, They are seized with
a fever, and then from the suppuration of the tumors, the smell
of their perspiration and sweats is intolerable. They insensibly
fall into a marasmus, and at length, after about three or four
years of suffering, they quit a life, the continuauce of which
is no ways desirable,

This may suffice for the general history of this distemper,
which passes from the parents to the children and grand chil-
dren, and, in the fourth generation, seems to be wearing out,
There then remain only a stinking breath, carious feeth, swel-
led gums, and a livid countenance. Atthe same time there are
some who have none of these symptoms, but seem to enjoy
perfect health,

The lepers of those parts are very susceptible to the injuries

N



82 APPENDIX.

of the weather, but they bear the cold better than heat, for
they dare not approach the fire in winter, on account of the
violent itching it occasions in the diseased parts,

It is rarely seen that the husband communicates the disease
to his wife born of healthy parents, tho' she may bring into the
world children that in time die of the leprosy. We even find
persons attacked by this disease, tho’ born of parents who ap-
peared to enjoy perfect health, and owed their death to a guite
different cause,

Our lepers have a great propensity to venery, even more than
before the disease appeared upon them,

The inhabitants of le Martigues think that a fright is one of
the causes that produce the leprosy, which they prove from
such examples as I am about to relate. For my part, I believe
this may be a means of bringing the disease forth, when the
seeds of it are already in the constitution, but cannot be the
original cause of it. To this cause they join another, derived
from the practice of eating fish immediately upon its being
taken out of the sea, after boiling it for a very short time in
the salt water. They even soak bread in this water in which
their fish has been boiled, eating it with much pleasure, and
like it better than the fish itself,

As I do not intend to meddle with the canses which prodnce
this disease in general, nor to examine what it is that infects
the mass of blood, I shall not enlarge on that head: but shall
content myself with pointing out the remedies which have been
employed fo assuage it; no body having hitherto entertained
any hopes of a radical cure, In this the moderns have not been
more sucecessful than the antients: touched with compassion at
the sight of such miserable objects, they have been induced to
try if they could mnderate the violence of this cruel malady ;
for which purpose they have had recourse to sweetners, dila-
ents, attenuants, sudorifics, antiscorbutics, mercurials, sulphur
both internally and externally, viper broths and whey, some-
times joined with sudorifics, and sometimes with antiscorbutics,
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but all these remedies have had but little or no effect. At pre.
sent they content themselves with prescribing a mild and moist
diet, -and leave them to wait the last moment, which is to free
them from their sufferings,

Such were the remedies formerly nsed at le Martignes, and
which are still sometimes employed to encounter this disease ;
those who are attacked by it, live a longer or a shorter time,
according to the force of their constitutions, I will now relate
you some cases which may serve to confirm and illustrate what
I have already advanced,

A sailor of about 30 vears of age, that he might be exempt
from serving the king, told the commissary of the navy, that
he had the misfortune of being attacked by the leprosy. The
physician, on examining him, found no symptom of the disease,
but the total loss of sensation in his legs and feet. They pricked
and pinched violently his legs, and pulled off the hairs, which
grew there in great plenty, without his shewing the least sensi-
bility, He was declared a leper from these proofs alone, Six
months after, his legs and his feet swelled ; at length came on
many tubercles or schirrous tumors, which sometime after ap-
peared on the face, the arms, the hands, and the fingers; ul-
cerations of the gums soon followed, with a stinking breath
and a hoarse voice, At length cracks appeared in the tumors,
in which ulcers were formed with a large suppuration, and the
patient became consumptive and died, During the course of
the disease, he complained of a difficulty of breathing, occa-
sioned by the bloody plugs which stopped up his nostrils, aud
he was very much relieved when his wife pulled them out. Six
months before his death, he felt a heavy pain at the crown of
his head, and weight in the epigastric region, which fatigned
him very much. Twenty four hours before he drew his last
breath, he obliged his wife to lie with him, and had knowledge
of her more than once, in spite of all the representations she
could make to the contrary. She acknowledged that her hus-
band was more disposed to confer his farours since his illness
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than before, The health of both this woman and her daughters
is such, that they have no manner of complaint, She ascribes
the cause of her husband’s disease to a fright occasioned by a
storm during the time of his fishing on the Lake of Barra. It
was with difficulty that he got home, the repeated flashes of
lightning enabled him to find his way thither. On his arrival,
it was a matter of fresh concern to him to find that his brother
was not returned, who had been a fishing with him, but in
another boat. He faucied, that not being able to weather the
storm, he had been drowned; the thoughts whereof drove him
to despair, and he remained a long time in this situation, as it
was very late before his brother arrived. His wife observed
the concern he was in, and had him blooded the next morning
his blood had a buff size, with a greenish serum. It has even
been remarked, that all the blood, that is drawn from lepers
in this country, is of the same nature. A little time after this,
the symptoms appeared : but his wife imagined he had feigned
them to avoid being forced into the king's service; because
none of the family had ever been attacked by this disease.

There is a woman at Martigues, who has some symptoms of
the leprosy, but which do not yet show themselves npon her
face, Tho' her brother and sister are dead of this disease in the
hospital of St. Lazare ; yet I was assured that their father and
mother, and even their grandfathers, had never had it; or lay
under any suspicion of that kind : and that what occasioned it
in their children, was, that their father being much addicted to
drink wine immoderately, and being of a violent temper, and
not master of his passions, had pursned them, with a gun in his
hand, to the top of the house; where they had taken refuge,
being in fear of their lives; and that this fright, and their con-
tinual apprehensions, had been the cause of their becoming
leprous,

We have here t wo instances which seem te prove that terror
is capable of producing the leprosy; bat, as I said before, 1
cannot be of this opinion: tho' I think it may make the disease
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No. ITL

Charles Uncle, aged 14, of a dark complexion, with brown
hair and dark iris, was admitted into St. Bartholomew's Hos-
pital on the 1st of April, 1814. From himself and his grand-
mother I learned the following circumstances of his history.
His father and the whole of his father's family were English:
his mother was born in America, of English parents, They
married in England very young, went to settle in America,
and had three children born in Augusta, in the United States.
The eldest boy and a girl were sent to England young; neither
of them ever had any cutaneous complaint. The boy is now
alive and in good health ; the girl died at the age of sixteen,
of consumption after measles. Charles, the youngest child, hav-
ing lost his father, was removed in early infancy to New Pro-
vidence in the Bahama Islands, where he lived till the year
1813, He was obliged by his father-in-law to work hard in the
open air, exposed to the weather and particularly 1o the heat
of the sun, receiving a sufficient quantity of food, which he
described as being of a coarse kind, the same that was given to
the negroes, Among the latter, or among the white inhabi-
tants of New Providence (which is a sea-port) he never remem-
bers having seen any complaint like his own, In the automn
of 1813 he left New Providence, in perfect health, for England.
Being obliged to work in the ship during his passage, he be-
came on one occasion extremely wet, and took a violent cold,
He felt himself ill and very drowsy, but his appetite did not
fail. In a short time his head and face swelled prodigiously:
this swelling gradually subsided, he felt himself better, and
tubercles of the skin began to appear in the ears and face; a
stiffness of the limbs came on at the same time, and has con-
tinued ever since, He arrived in England in the autumn of
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1813. The disease, which began in the head, had appeared
in various parts of the upper and lower limbs by the month of
April, 1814, when he was received into St. Bartholomew's
Hospital ; bat the trunk has always been completely free,

The disease has every where begun with flattened tubercular
elevations of the skin, not larger than half a small pea at first,
but increasing afterwards, in some parts to a mach more con.
siderable size, Their colour and consistence hardly differed at
their first production, from those of the sound skin; but they
soon became red, and acquired in some instances a deep tint
of that celour, with a rather livid cast, In some parts they
remained in this state: in others an abundance of white and
small scales was formed. Some of the tubercles cracked and
ulcerated; but the ulcerations were not in general deep or ex-
tensive; they furnished a matter which concreted into hard
crusts, and caused the dressings to stick very firmly,

The progress of the complaint was not attended with pain,
except from these fissures and ulcerations,

At the time of his admission into the hospital, this boy's ears,
forehead, eyebrows, and eyelids, and indeed the whole face,
were completely occupied by the disease,(*) The ears and other
features were greatly deformed : the former exhibited some of
the largest and reddest tubercles, and had suffered the greatest
alteration of figure. The nose was flattened and expanded la-
terally ; the lips and cheeks swollen; the hair of the eyebrows
dropped off ; but although the eyelids were tuherculated, even
on their edges, the cilia have not been lost. The hairy scalp
was never affected, nor has its hair fallen off. The membrane
of the palate and the velum palati were tuberculated, but
never, I believe, ulcerated; nor was swallowing impeded,
There was no reason to suppose that the bones or membranous
lining of the nose participated in the disease, The voice was
rather rough and hoarse, The fingers, hands, and wrisls, par-

* Yide plate 2. page 52.
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ticularly the backs of them, were oceupied by numerous tu-
bercles, which reached for a short distance on the fore-arms.
A small crop occupied the anterior convexity of the shoulder
on each side, The toes and feet were swelled altogether; the
under surface red and tubercular, The back of the foot and
ankle were affected, and a few scattered tubercles appeared on
the thighs,

Whether there was any unnatural folness in the upper and
anterior part of the thigh might be doubted; but certainly
there was no decided swelling in the situation of the “femoral
tumour,” described by Dr. Adams, in the cases of Elephanti-
asis, observed by him on the island of Madeira, The boy was
not aware that any change had occurred in this part, or that
it was at all enlarged : and at present there is not the slightest
appearance of any swelling, An inguinal gland on each side
was rather more distinet than usual,

The condition of the generative'organs corresponded with
the description of Dr. Adams just alluded to. Not only had
their development been arrested from the time when the dis-
ease broke out, but they had actually undergone diminution
and decay. The scrotum was shrivelled and seemed empty :
the testes conld with difficulty be felt; they were soft and about
the size of small horse beans,

His general health was hardly affected, the appetite being
good, the tongue clean, the functions of the bowels regularly
performed; and he slept well,

During the first part of his resiclence in the hospital the dis-
ease advanced. New tubercles appeared on the ears, face, and
hands; the two former parts became greatly swollen, and oc-
cupied by painful ulcerations, The incrustations of the dis-
charge occasioned difficulty and pain in the motions of speaking
and eating. The ulcerations in the face were never deep: they
healed in one part and broke out in another, A few deeper
ulcers formed at one time on the wrist ; they appeared asif a
piece of the skin had been dug out, leaving a smooth red sur-

face,
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Of local applications, mild ointments and emolient poultices
were the most beneficial, particularly when there was any irri-
tation or inflammation. By loosening the crusts, and softening
the parts, they gave ease.

Various internal means were employed, as mercury, antimo-
ny, and arsenie. They disturbed his health, which seemed to
aggravate the complaint: this was particularly the case with
arsenic. When he left it off, and took sulphuric and wnitric
acids, he was evidently relieved, Medicines were so obviously
inefficacious, to say the least, that attempts at cure by means
of the Materia Medica were not continued; and there is no
ground for ascribing the modification whick the complaint af-
terwards underwent to its agency. He tock acids and tonics
for some time, and such occasional remedies as circumstances
required. He was allowed a full diet of meat, perter, and
wine,

He had a very well marked aitack of shingles, (herpes zoster)
accompanied by the wsual feverish symploms, which confined
him to bed for a few days.. The vesicles extended from the
linea alba to the spine, on one side of the abdomen, and were
numerous and confluent, He also went through the measles,
which he contracted from a patient in the same ward; the dis-
order was mild,

The Elephantizsis having been for some time stationary, be-
gan to decline about the end of December; the ulcerations
healed, all the tubercles lessened, and at last disappeared, and
the patient was discharged from the hospital on the 2nd of Feb-
ruary, 1815, There was at this time no trace of tubercles in
the fuce; but it presented cicatrices, the remains of the ulcera-
tivns., The skin had become smooth and soft, excepting so far
as its surface was irregular from the scars, and had recovered
its natural colour, The features are of course permanently de-
formed, the lips in particular contracted and turned in, so as
to narvow the opening of the mowth; and the cuticle continues.

0
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to separate from them in dry flakes, Vestiges of the tubercies
are visible on the palate and throat, but the uvula is entire. The
ears are still thickened and swollen, though much reduced
from their former size, The tubercles have disappeared from
the extremeties, leaving however some cicatrices and roughness
of the skin. The toes and soles of the feet are still unnaturally
red and swollen, and the legs are altogether tumid, and cede-
matons owards the lower parts; sowme indurations are felt in
them under the skin,

When this amendment has proceeded on the outside, there
is reason to fear that some internal organs have become affect-
ed. As the tubercles have disappeared, a congh has arisen,
which is now troublesome,

The boy is short breathed and weak, and his pulse is from
110 to 120. He is also much emaciated, The generative or-
gans continue in the state described,

February 15, 1834,

Charles Uncle went from St, Bartholomew's Hospital to
Brompton, where I saw him, after a short interval, labouring
under the symptoms of pulmonary affection already mentioned
to a considerable degree, and indulging freely in the use of
porter, meat, &c. with the view of restoring his strength. I
recommended a change of diet, and that he should immedi-
alely go into Devonshire, where some of his relations resided.
The following is part of a letter from him, dated the 9th of
May. “My bodily health is much improved with respect to
strength and eye-sight; but T have within a week broken out
in three or four places about my face, which I think is merely
change of climate, It does not bear the same appearance with
the old complaint, as it looks raw when the scabs fall off, I
am, according to yvour advice, placed at a farm-house, where
Iam comfortable. I amuse myself with shooting, and fishing,
and reading.” By a letter from his mother, of the 22nd of
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No. IV.

De clephantiasi et lepra Arabum,

Cvm in Gallia adhue praxin exerceremus, vir quidam ad.me
et chirurgum quendam in cinitate Pithueriensi experiendi
caussa accessit, vi 4 nobis sciret, numquid lepra vera afficeretur
nec ne, Imprimis colligentes signa tam ex principe Auicenna,
Gordonio, Gherardo, Viatico, quam Gilberto, iuxta ordinem
satis facilem, hoc modo processimus: Primo dando verba
consolatoria: denide auvxilio Domini Altissimi invocato spem
wegrotanti adiecimus quod ista @gritudo proeul dubio futura esset
ad sulutem anime : et ideo de ea re non dubitaret, el propterea nobis
veritatem diceret de omnibus, gua eundem interrogaremus : nam esto
quod leprosus veperiretur, id sine controwersia, in anime salutem
sempiternam accesswrum ; modo id sibi @ manu Domini contigisse
sine vlla querela aul murmuratione fuleretuwr : nam quaniumuis
exosi sint leprosi ¢ mundo, ¢ Deo tamen minime, vt cerlo constat
de Lazaro, quem plus ceteris dilexit Deus (ita vt Christi ipsius
historia habet) qui eum in sinu Abrahe excepit : Diuitem vero, qui
Lazarum spreuerat, ad tartara demiserit. Deinde proposnimus
eidem vt mnobis iuraret dicere veritatem de intlerrogandis.
Postea interrogare ccepimus de iis, quae hominem ad elephan-
tiasim seu lepram disponere possunt, numguid parentes leprosos
habuisset, aut num cum leprosis vnguam conuersatus fuisset, vel
etiam aliguando haemorrhoides habuerit, que nunc 