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4 PORTER’S JOURNAL. 4l

the rock on which the citadel is placed, and it is with the ntmost
difficulty and danger that the casks can be got through the surf
to the boat. The island produces wood in abundance, but the
Portuguese do not permit it to be cut for shipping any where, but
on a small island to the east of Fernando, called Weoding Island.
‘This island is in tolerable guod cultivation, and produces their
principal supply of vegetables. There is no boat in the island, -
and the only means of communication between Wooding Island
and Fernando, is a small raft or catamaran, which is carefully kept
in one of the forts, and is capable of bearing only two men, An
abundance of fish- may be procured with but little trouble with the
hook and line. .

As clothing is not in use here; as hunger may be gratified
without labour; and as there is an appearance of checrfulness,
those who are not in chains may be supposed, in some measure,
reconciled to a state as good perhaps as any they had formerly
been accustomed to.

The governor caused his catamaran to be launched through a
surf (which twice filled our boat, and was near destroying her),
and dispatched it to Wooding Island for fruit for us, but before
ghe returned we had left this miserable Botany Bay of Portugal.

A rise of tide was perceptible here of about 5 feet. The only
anchoring place is near the citadel.

After leaving Fernando de Noronha we kept close on a wind,
for fear of not being able to weather the coast of Brazils, as well
as with a view of falling in with the track of vessels from Porto
Plate and Rio Janeiro ; when abreast the coast of Pernambuco,
although at the distance of 60 leagues, we found the weather ex-
tremely sultry and oppressive, so much so, as to produce an un-
sommon degree of lassitude, which it was almost impossibie to
evercome. I therefore considered it advisabie to keep the crew
as free from exercise as possible, and out of the sun, with a view
of preserving their health, which, to this time, was as good as
ever. Our sick list was as follows :

Thoemas Ewing, sprained ancle
Joseph Andrews, sprained ancle
VOLs I. F
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Iy estimated their rate of sailing by our own, proportioning theirs
to ours as 5 to 7; and as I had possession of the log-book of the
prize, and ascertained the point of their departure, it may be sup-
posed, that, as respected the distance made by them, I could not
be much out in my calculation. The greatest embarrassment was
as to the course they had steered : but knowing that they would
endeavour to get to the eastward, I steered that course along
shore, which would prevent, as I believed, the possibility of their
keeping in shore of us, without being seen; and when I believed
myself nearly as far to the east as them, I steered away to the
south-east, with a view of traversing their course; and, after
running about 30 miles, steered north-east.

In the course of this pursuit, there appeared an evident desire
on the part of the captain of the prize to deter us from going off
St. Salvador, and in pursuit of the Bonne Citoyenne ; and to effect
his object, he stated a number of circumstances which we knew
to be false, and, among others, that the admiral had sailed from
Rio Janeiro to give her convoy, when we had the most certain
intelligence of his being at Rio Janeiro with all his sails unbent.
From his apparent eagerness on the occasion, I wus induced to
believe, that the convoy wese bound there to join the Bonne
Citoyenne ; and what served to strengthen this belief was, that
the Juniper sailed from Rio Janeiro with only a small quantity of
water on board ; added to this, it was understood, that she was not
t0 convoy the vessels beyond a certain distauce, when she was to
leave them and proceed to Halifax, the station to which she be-
longed. These considerations induced me to make the best of
my way to intercept them off St. Salvador.

On the st January, 1813, the man at the fore-top-gallant-mast-
head, cried out a sail, and, in a few minutes after, three more. The
ship was immediately in an uproar, every person hurrying on deck
to give chace, as there was not a doubt of its being the convoy ; but
in a few moments we were undeceived : it proved to be nothing
but small clouds rising from the horizon, that bore strongly the
appearance of vessels.

On the 2d, at day-light, discovered two sail to windward ; gave
chace to one which bore the appearance of a brig of war, the
other being a polacca, and had the appcearance of a Portuguese.
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‘We consequently all went to work, sent down the main and mizen
top-masts, stripped them of their rigging, and before night had
completed all our repairs.

On the 5th, in the morning, spoke a Portuguese smack from
Riog, bound to Bahia ; had seen nothing of the convoy; and at me-
ridian spoke a Spanish brig, with troops from Bahia, bound to
Monte Video, out 8 days ; {;t}g‘ﬁrmed the account of the Ameri-
can frigate and sloop of war, As the winds had now shifted to
the northward, and blew in fresh gales, I concluded it would be
best to make as much easting as possible, to be in a situation to
take advantage of any favourable change. Our latitude on the
meridian of this day, 22° 13" 17" S. ; longitude 36° 49" 30” W.
Qur crew continue to be remarkably healthy, there being but
one man under the doctor’s charge ; and he a carpenter, who ac-
cidentally cut his foot with an adze, in making the trussle-trees.

Between the 6th and 12th, nothing of any importance occur-
red; the winds being obstinately [rom the northward, and conti-
nuing to blow in fresh gales ; nor did 1 perceive a chance of a
change. I determined, therefore, to give up all further pursuit of
the convoy that had already taken us so far from the track of
other British vessels, and at 9, A. M., wore round, and stood to
the westward. Qur latitude at noon was 24° 39’ 44" S.; longi-
tude 27° 45" 20" W. My intention was to run into St. Sebas-
tians or St. Catharines, as the wind should suit. My object in go-
ing into port was to procure a supply of wood and water, which
were both getting low ; and to get refreshments for my crew, as
I began to be apprehensive of the effects of salt provisions. I
gave the preference to St. Catharines, however, as it was more
distant from Rio Janeiro; and I should have an opportunity of
getling to sea again, before the enemy could hear of me; for as
St. Sebastians is but one day’s run from Rio Janeiro, there would
have been a certainty of my being attacked, or blockaded, if the
expected reinforcements should have arrived. At St. Catharines,
I had not so much to apprehend from an attack, as I had under-
stood the place to be well fortified, and could protect us; added
tw this, it was a place of more importance. I had reason to expect
that I should be enabled to procure a supply of bread, flour rum,
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heard from any person on board. I now, however, found it necessa-
ry to reduce the allowance of rum, in the same proportion as the salt
-provisions, when every man in the ship refused to receive any of
that precious liquor, unless he could get full allowance ; stating
that when there should be no more on board, they would willing-
ly go without ; but so long as it lasted, they wished their full al-
lowance. However, as there was but 4 small quantity in the ship,
and believing that a sudden privation of it altogether, would be
the cause of producing dejection and sickness among them, I
determined not to indulge them in their wishes; and directed,
that the grog-tub should be upset in fifteen minutes after they
were called to grog ; the consequence was, that every man hast-
ened to the tub, for fear of losing his allowance ; and after this,
no further complaint was made.

Since leaving Port Praya we had had no opportunity of get-
ting refreshments ; our water was getting short, and it became
‘necessary to ascertain what prospect we had of getting a supply
of salt provisions, bread, and rum. I therefore determined to
proceed for the island of St. Catharines, and with a view of ena-
bling the officers and crew to provide themselves with such arti-
cles as they might need, I distributed among them a large pro-
portion of the prize money taken from the Nocton. Giving it,
however, to the seamen, before they had an opportunity of spend-
ing it, (although it had the effect of producing cheerfulness
among them,) was attended with evil consequences, as it intro-
duced gambling, which was the cause of some thefts. I, how-
ever, soon put a stop to it, by signifying that he who asked for,
or paid a gambling debt, should be punished ; and that all mo-
nies, staked in gambling, should be forfeited to the informer,
whose name should remain secret.

On the 18th spoke a Portuguese vessel from Rio Janeiro, whe
informed me that the Montague had sailed on the 6th of the
smonth, in pursuit, as was reported, of an American frigate and
sloop of war, off Bahia; and in confirmation of this sent me a
newspaper, mentioning her departure. He could not tell me
whether the admiral had gone to sea in her or not. He was dis-
posed, however, to give me all the information in his power on
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offers of civilities, and a promise from the commander, that he
would send an officer and pilot on board, in the morning, to take
the ship nearer in, and in a better place for taking in our water,
&c. In the morning, about 9 o'clock, an officer came on board
with the pilot, and we got under way, with a light and baflling
wind from the southward, and the tide in our favour, which gene-
rally runs here about 1} knots. After making two tacks the wind
and tide both failed us. We were then about two miles from
the place 1 wished to anchor in; and being anxious to get the
vessel secured as soon as poussible, and finding that our boats
could giveus very little assistance in towing, I put in operation an
invention of mine for propelling a ship in a calm ; and in three
quarters of an hour brought her to an anchor, at the back of the
fort,and opposite the most convenient watering-place,in 6 fathoms
water. This contrivance consists of two floating anchors, six feet
square, which are worked on both sides of the ship, by hauling
~ lines from the spritsail-yard, and a spar rigged across the stern.
- The line from the spritsail-yard is made fast to the upper corner
of the anchor ; and when hauled on, it brings the anchor forward,
skimming along on the surface of the water. When it is let go,
the anchor falls, by means of the weight attached to it, in a verti-
cal position ; and as it is slung something in the manner of a log-
chip, and the rope to the stern made fast to the spar, it is dragged
aft, propelling the ship, in proportion to the force applied 1o the
drag-rope. A ship’s crew, consisting of 300 men, will drag her
forward in a calm, with this contrivance, at the rate of two miles
per hour.

On passing the fort, we fired a salute of 13 guns, which was
returned by an equal number.

When the ship was anchored, I went on shore, to fix on the
watering-place. The first [ was shewn did not please me, =l
though I was informed that it was the place preferred by all ships
for filling their water. It was on the continent, about 50 yards to
the southward of a beach, about 100 yards in length ; near which
were a few huts. The water was excellent; the streamn was very
clear, and ran from the mountain ; but it was impossible to get
the casks on shore to fill them, in consequence of the rocks pileu
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‘kent, and stowed away below; as also to get from aloft all the
booms and rigging. Indeed our top-sails, courses, and storm-stay-
sails were the only sails that we were, at any time, cnabled to use ;
and it was rarely that they could be set, without being reefed.
After this reduction of weight from aloft, we found the ship to
strain less ; for, although in her form was combined all the quali-
ties necessary to constitute, what seamen call, a good sea-boat;
yet, we found she was not proof against the effect of the violent
and dangerous seas, for which this seu 1s so justly noted. Her wa-
ter-ways began to grow more open, and her upper works to work
considerably ; and had she not those qualities above mentioned, in
a remarkable degree, it is likely we should not have escaped some
serious disaster, or at least without the loss of some of our masts
or bowsprit, which, from violent rolling and pitching, were fre-
quently endangered.

However, with great industry, much care, and extraovdinary #
good fortune, we had succeeded in getting, as I before observed,
(by our reckoning,) as far to the westward as77° west longitude ;
and this, too, we had effected by constant struggles against strong
westerly gales, in a shorter time, perhaps, than it ever before was
accomplished in ; and we now saw a speedy end to all our suffer-
ings and anxieties, and tasted, in pleasing anticipation, our de-
lightful cruize in the Pacific. It is true, we had had no opportu-
nity of verifying our dead reckoning by lunar observations ; nor
could we place any reliance on the chronometer, as the cold had
greatly changed her rate of going, which was first made evident
to us on making Staten Land ; yet we felt great confidence, not-
withstanding, that our dead reckoning was not so far wrong, as to
make it at all probable, that we were not sufficiently to the west
of Terra del Fuego, for a north course to take us clear of it. On
the 21st, the wind shifted 1o the north-west, with which we stwod
to the southward and westward, and made, during the twenty-four
hours, upwards of two degrees of longitude ; and, on the meridian
of the 22d, we were in latitude 57° 54’ south, and longitude, by
account, 79° 28" west ; which is upwards of four degrees to the
west of the westernmost part of Terra dei Fuego. Now, na
doubt remained of our having made sufficient westing ; and as the
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to be no longer trust-worthy ; we took, however, the best means
in our power to render every thing secure, and carried as heavy
a press of sail as the ship would bear, to keep her from drifiing
on the coast of Patagonia, which we had reason to believe was
not far distant, from the appearance of birds, kelp, and whales,
which I have heretofore found to be a tolerable sure indication of
a near approach to land, and from the clouds to leeward, which
appeared as if arrested by the high mountains of the Andes. From
the excessive violence with which the wind blew, we had strong
hopes that it would be of short continuance ; until, worn out with
fatigue and anxiety, greatly alarmed with the terrors of a lee-
shore, and in momentary expectation of the loss of our masts and
bowsprit, we almost considered our situation hopeless ; and to add
to our distress, our pumps had become chouked by the shingle
ballast, which, from the violent rolling of the ship, had got inte
them ; the ship made a great deal of water, and the sea had in-
creased to such a height, as to threaten to swallow us at every in-
stant ; the whole ocean was one continued foam of breakers, and
the heaviest squall that I ever before experienced, had not equal-
led in violence the most moderate intervals of this tremendous
hurricane. We had, however, done all that lay in our power to
preserve the ship from the violence of the elements, which seem-
ed united to effect our destruction, and turned our attention to
our pumps, (which we were enabled to clear,) and to keep the
ship from drifting on shore, by getting on the most advantageous
tack ; we, however, were not enabled to wear but once, for the
violence of the wind and sea was such, as afterward to render it
impossible to attempt it, without hazarding the destruction of the
ship, and the loss of every life on board. The whole of the Ist
and 2d of March, we anxiously hoped for a change, but in vain ;
our fatigues had been constant and excessive; many had been
severely bruised, by being thrown, by the violent jerks of the ship,
down the hatchways, and I was particularly unfortunate, in re-
ceiving three severe falls, which at length disabled me from go-
ing on deck ; the oldest seaman in the ship had never experienced
any thing to equal the gale. We had done all in our power to
-save the ship (except throwing her guns overboeard, which I re-
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The affair of the salute was arranged ; and, after anchoring, 1
saluted the town with 21 guns, which were punctually returned ;
immediately after which I waited on the governor, don Francisco
Lastre, who gave me the most friendly, and at the same time
unceremonious reception. On my passing the American armed
brig Colt, she fired a salute of 9 guns, which was returned by
the Essex by 7. T had not been long with the governor, before
I discovered that I had, happily for my purpose, got among
staunch republicans, men filled with revolutionary principles, and
apparently desirous of establishing a form of government founded
on liberty ; but it could not be concealed that some of the leaven
of the old Spanish regime was still among them ; and that, how-
ever desirous they might appear of establishing liberty and equal
rights, the chief aim of a few leading characters and designing
men among them, was despotic power. The governor was him-
self one of those who owed his rise entirely to the revolution ; his
grade was that of a licutenant in the navy, but was created gover-
nor on shaking off his allegiance to Ferdinand. It could, how-
ever, be perceived, that his excellency was rather lukewarm and
cautious in his expressions, and was still desirous of preserving a
creep-hole, in the event of the province returning again to its
former masters ; he was evidently one ef those patriots whose best
wishes are for themselves. The captain of the port, whose name
I do not recollect, was a sterling honest patriot, and spoke his
sentiments boldly ; he evidently felt as those should feel who are
determined to be free ; appeared sensible they had yet much to
do ; and I am sure was resolved to do his utmost to emancipate
his country,

A courier was immediately dispatched, by the American de-
puty vice-consul, to Santiago, the capital of Chili, to inform Mr.
Poinsett, the American consul-general, of our arrival in the port
of Valparaiso; and arrangements were made for getting our wood,
water, and provisions on board : the latter article I found could be
procured in the greatest abundance, of an excellent quality, and
at a more moderate price thun in-any port of the United States.
I also directed a daily supply of fresh beef and vegetables, fruit
and fresh bread, for the crew, and, by the time I completed these
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to the English brig in port claimed my protection, and I took
them on board; and, as my prisoners were an incumbrance to
me, I landed the whole of them the morning 1 left port, except
one, who the evening before had attempted to make his escape
by swimming away; and as this man had not confided in my
generosity, I considered that he had forfeited all claim to it. 1
also intimated to Mr. Nelson, (a Dane fﬂﬁnd on board the Eliza-
beth, who preferred remaining with us,) that he could not remain
any longer on board; and, as he was destitute of money, we
raised a subscription suited to his immediate wants, and I gaye
him a letter to the consul-general, which, I am in hopes, will be
the means of placing him in some employment that will afford
him a support.

The town of Valparaiso is pleasantly situated at the bottom of
the bay, and is a place of considerable commerce. The anchor-
age is in front, and from two to five cables length from the shore,
where vessels lie secure, and are sheltered from all except the
north winds, which blow directly into the harbour, and occasion
a considerable sea; and there have been instances of vessels
having been driven on shore by them, and all hands perishing.
On the eastern limits of the town, towards the village of Alman-
dral, and near some rocks, is erected a cross, as 2 monament of
the loss of a Spanish ship that was driven on shore there, and all
her erew lost.

The bay is entirely free from danger, and the only advice
necessary for running into the harbour, is to stand in for the
middle of the town, choosing your anchorage in from 25 to 7
fathoms water ; the bottom is every where clean, and the holding
ground good ; and as the port has been so accurately and mi-
nutely described by Vancouver and others, any further directions
would be superfluous. ;

The customs of the inhabitants of this place differ so mate-
rially from our own (and perhaps from those of every other peo-
ple), that T cannot help noticing a few particulars that struck me
as the most singular.

At all their dinner entertainments, the principal guest is placed
at the head of the table, the host on one side of him, and the
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without platform er breastwork. The boat had entered the har-
bour, and gone all around it, and had approached so near the shore
and battery as to hear the people talking, without being discovered,
Finding that the Nimrod was not at this place, I thought it proba-
ble that she had proceeded, with a view of intercepting the Bar-
clay, on her way to Lima; and this I was the niore strongly in=
duced to believe, as the captain of that ship had stated his deter:
mination of taking the Barclay from the Spaniards, alleging, that,
as she had not been engaged in any contraband or illicit trade, they
had no right to capture her, anad that the Peruvian government
would certainly liberate her on her arrival at Calao, and by this
means he should be cheated out of a prize. I therefore determined
to lose no time in endeavouring to geton to the northward, on the
coast of Peru, where I hoped to arrive in time, not only to frus-
trate the views of the captain of the Nimrod, but to recapture the
Barclay and the Walker ; for I considered the capture of the
Nimrod of the greatest importance to our national interests in
those seas, and while there was a chance of effecting this object,
provided it did not interfere too much with my other views, I
thought the pursuit of her should not be abandoned. To captains
Gardener and West I intimated my intentions, advising the for-
mer to run into Coguimbo, and there demand for his vessel the
‘protection of government. The latter I advised to proceed with
all expedition to St. Jago, and lay his claim for damages before
the government. '

I gave the Americans whom I had liberated from the Nerey-
da choice, either to remain in the Essex, or be landed at Cao-
quimbo: nine of them preferred remaining; the remainder, with
captain West, were put on board the Charles, who made sail in
for the harbour, and I steered to the N.W., with all the sail we
could crowd.

Prior to leaving captains Gardner and West, I requested them
to give me a list of all the whale ships, both English and Ameri-
can, that they could recollect, and were certain of being now in
this sea. They both agreed that the Gallipagos was the most
likely place to find them in, and confirmed in every particular the
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constantly fair; the weather remarkably clear, fine, and tem-
perate ; the sea smooth ; and every thing favourable for making
such little repairs and alterations as the ship requived.

Immediately on passing the tropic, we met with flying-fish :
this is the first we met with since we left the coast of Brazil.

At 6 o’clock of the 28th, we were abreast the island of Sangal-
lan, or St. Gallan, when I hauled ofif to the N.W., with a view of
crossing the track of vessels bound to Calao; and on the morne-
ing of the 29th, to the great joy of all on board, we discovere
three sail standing in for the harbour, two to windward and one
to leeward. I consequently made all sail for the port to cut them
off, and, as I approached the headmost vessel, she seemed to an-
swer the description I had received of the Barclay ; and as she
was nearest to the port, I determined to turn all my attention te
her, and to use every effort to prevent her getting in ; but as she
approached the island of St. Lorenzo, which lies off the port of
Calao, I began to despair of succeeding. I however directed all
the light sails to be wet, in order to make them hold wind the
better, and prepared my boats to send in to bring her out of
the harbour, if she should succeed in getting past the island.
As 1 approached St. Lorenzo, I discovered that she would be
becalmed so soon as she doubled the point of the island, as she

l"tventualijr was. We were, at the moment of her turning the

point, at the distance of 2} miles from her, but shot in with the
breeze to within 100 yards of her, then lowered the boats down,
and sent on board to tow hLer out, which was not effected without
considerable labour, in consequence of an indraught. As we were
but a short distance from the shipping in the harbour, and perceiy-
ing the two Spanish vesscls had not arrived from Valparaiso, I+
hoisted English colours on board the Essex, and directed the
officer of the captured vessel (which proved to be the Barclay)
to hoist English colours over the American. The vessels in port,
which were numerous, now hoisted their colours, which were all
Spanish except one British flag hoisted on board an armed ship,
which did not answer the description of the Nimrod. The other
strange vessels continued standing in; one of them had the ap-
pearance of a coasting brig, the othgr a fine-looking ship ; and
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he could take me where the British whale-vessels most frequent-

“ed, advising me, by all means, to proceed to the islands of Galla-
pagos. keeping at the distance of from 30 to 50 leagues from the
land, and on my way looking into Payta. He confirmed, in every
respect, the information respecting the British whalers that T had
formerly received, and assured me that there were many other
vessels of that description, &« 4 others engaged in contraband
trade, now on the coast. but had no doubt we could find as many
as we could conveuiently man among the islands, as well as the
American vessels they might have captured. After putting on
board the Barclay midshipman Cowan and eight men, and fixing
on Payta and the Gallapagos as the places of rendezvous, in case
of separation, also furnishing him with suitable signals, and giving
him instructions to steer such courses as would enable us to
spread over as much ground as possible in our track, I shaped
my course to the W.N.W,, to run between the rocks of Pelado
and the llormigas, which lie about 30 miles from Calao.

The town of Calao is the sea-port of Lima, from which the
latter-is distant about three leagues. Calao is an open roadstead 5
but as the wind here always blows from the southward, and ne-
ver with violence, and as it is well sheltered from this quarter
by the projecting capes, and by the island of Lorenzo, it is consi-
dered in this sca as one of the safest hgrhuu‘rs for vessels. In this
place all the trade of Peru centres; itis apparently well fortified by
batteries on shore, and is said to be well protected, in addition to
those, by a formidable flotilla of gun-boats ; and the calms which
appear to prevail in the bay seem to render this mode of defence
very proper; and if this is the case, it must be very dangerous
for hostile vessels to venture beyond the island of St. Lorenze.
Off the point of St. Lorenzo is a very suitable station for a vessel
blockading Calao, as she can there, in consequence of the calms,
prevent every vessel from going in, as she can run in and have
the breeze at the distance of half gun-shot of them, afier they
have doubled the point, and while they are perfectly becalmed;
and while they are, in this situation, exposed to her guns, the
boats can take possession and tow them out.
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not be mistaken, the highest part making something like a sad-
dle, and running away to a low point to the northward, which is
the point forming the harbour of Pa As we stood in shore,
we discovered two small sail coming out from Payta, and as we
approached them were at a loss to know what to make of them ;
but at last discovered them to be two rafts or catamarans, steer-
ing by the wind, having each six men to work them I had at
first believed them to be fishing rafts from Payta, but was sur-

- prized they should have ventured so great a distance from the

land, as we were, when we spoke them, about 7 leagues off shore,
and was induced, from their strange appearance, to visit them,
On going along side, I learnt, to my astonishment, that they were
from Guyaquil, with cargoes of cocoa, bound to Guacho, a port

. to leeward of Lima, and had already been out 30 days. They

were destitute of water, and had no other provisions on board
than a few rotten plantains. We however perceived a number of
fish bones and pieces of fish scattered about the rafts, which indu-
ced us to believe that they were enabled to catch an abundance of
fish, which no doubt follow them to get the small barnacles and
grass with which the logs were plentifully supplied. Nothing
can exceed the miserable construction of these floats : eight logs,
of from 25 to 30 feet in length, with the bark scarcely taken off,
and three pieces lashed across with a kind of grass rope, form
the floor ; each side is formed of two logs, laid on one another,
and the deck is composcd of rough logs, laid crosswise, and pro-
jecting from 4 to 6 feet beyond the sides, and all lashed (thongh
very insecurely) together; forward and aft are some pieces of
board, from 3 to 4 feet in length, stuck down between the logs
forming the floor, and serve as a substitute for a keel; a mast
stepped in between the logs of the floor, and, instead of partners,
secured by a lashing from side to side, and having the additional
security of a stay and a shroud, which is shifted always to the
weather side, and to this is hoisted a large lug-sail made of cot-
ton. Their ground tackling consists of some bark, twisted in the
form of a rope, which serves as a cable, and a large stone, with a

~ stick lashed to it, of about 18 inches long, for a stock, serves as an
“anchor ; she is steered by a paddle, carries her cargo on the logs
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mander, that I should, from time to time, so vary from this
course, as to look over as much ground in our way as possible;
and this method we put in practice umtil we made Chatham
Island, which was on the morning of the 17th. During our run
we had no opportunity of correcting our dead reckoning by lunar
observations, nor huve we had a chance of ascertaining the rate of
the chronometer since leaving St. Catharines. We were enabled
to discover by our latitude; that we had a current of 15 miles per
24 hours, sctting to the northward ; and from the violent ripples
we frequently met with, we were induced to believe, that its rate
was much greater, and concluded it set also westerly ; and, on our
making the land, found we had, since taking our departure from
Payta, been set two degrees a-head of our reckoning. We em-
ployed ourselves, during our passage, in getting our magazine in
good order for service, as we had been led to expect some re-
sistance from the heavy armed letters of marque that we ex-
pected to meet among the Gallapagos, employed in the whale
fishery; and as we had understood that calms were very prevalent
‘there, we prepared our boats in the best manner for attacking
them, selecting crews for them in addition to their carsmen ; and
laid down plans of attack, established signals for them ; and the
whole, amounting to 7 boats, carrying 70 men, were placed un-
der the command of lieut. Downes.
I discovered that we should meet with great delays from the
prevalence of calms; and as I could form no plans for future
_operations until my arrival at the general rendezvous of the
whalers, I considered it advisable to put the crew on two quarts
of water per day. This reduction was now severely felt, as the
weather was extremely hot; but all seemed reconciled to bear
every privation without a murmur. The health of the crew had
improved in a remarkable manner since leaving Valparaiso, and
at this time we had but two men on the sick list, one affected by
chronic debility, the other by a pain in the muscles of the neck,
but neither disabled from coming to their quarters. Doctor Mil-
ler, the surgeon of the ship, a very infirm man, who was in a
_deep consumption when he joined the ship, and whose health had
“mot improved on board hery requested permission to go with his
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‘had sailed, when he ventured from his sculking-place, and by
means of an old file, which he drove into a tree, freed himself
from the handcuffs. He now meditated a severe revenge, but
concealed his intentions. Vessels continued to touch there, and
Patrick, as usual, to furnish them with vegetables ; but from time
to time he was enabled, by administering potent draughts of his
darling liquor to some of the men of their crews, and getting them
so drunk tiat they were rendered insensible, to conceal them
until the ship had sailed; when, finding themselves entirely de-
pendent on him, they willingly enlisted under his banners, became
his slaves, and he the most absolute of tyrants. By this means
he had augmented the number to five, including himself, and
every means was used by him to endeavour to proeure arms for
them, but without effect. It is supposed that his object was te
have surprised some vessel, massacred her crew, and taken her
off. While Patrick was meditating his plans, two ships, an Ame-
rican and an English vessel, touched there, and applied to Patrick
for vegetables. He promised them the greatest abundance, pro-
vided they would send their boats to his landing, and their people

to bring them from his garden, informing them that his rascals
. had become so indolent of late, that he could not get them to
work. This arrangement was agreed to; two boats were sent
from each vessel, and hauled on the beach. Their crews all
went to Patrick’s habitation, but neither he nor any of his people
were to be found ; and, after waiting until their patience was ex-
hausted, they returned to the beach, where they found cnly the
wreck of three of their boats, which were broken to pieces, and
the fourth one missing. They succeeded, however, after much
difficulty, in getting around to the bay opposite to their ships,
where other boats were sent to their relief; and the commanders
of the ships, apprehensive of some other trick, saw no security
except in a flight from the island, leaving Patrick and his gang
in quiet possession of the boat ; but before they sailed they put a
. aletter in a keg, giving intelligence of the affair, and moored 1t
" in the bay, where it was found by captain Randall, but not until
he had sent his boat to Patrick’s landing, for the purpose of pro-
turing refreshments ; and, as may be easily supposed, he felt ne
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wili he necessary signals, and appointed the island of Plata, and
the bay of Tumbez, s rendezvous in case of separation, directing
them to use the utmost economy in the expenditure of their pro-
‘visiuns, stores, and water, ordering all hands to be put on the
same allowance as the crew of the Essex.
On examining the Georgiana, I found her not only a noble
ship, but well calculated for a cruizer, as she sailed well, and had
been built for the service of the British East India Company, and
had been employed as a packet uutil this voyage. T therefore
determined to equip and arm her completely, and mounted on
her the ten guns of the Policy, making her whole number now
sixteen, to which were added two swivels, and a number of heavy
blunderbusses moanted on swivels, as well as all the muskets,
pistols, cutlasses, and other military equipments we could find on
board the other vessels ; by these means rendering her as formi-
. dable, in point of armament, as any of the British letters of
~ marque I could hear of in this ocean ; but this 1 did not under-
take until I was well satisfied she could be well manned, without
reducing too much my own crew. A number of seamen cap-
tured in the prizes had already proffered their services to us;
and on inquiry I found many of them to be Americans. They,
volunteercd ther services in equipping the Georgiana, and free-
ing her from much of the lumber on board, consisting of empty
casks and other cumbrous articles, which were sent on board the
other prizes; and the heavy brick-work and large iron boilers

- used for trying out the oil, were taken down, to give more room
on her decks, and relieve her from the great weight, which was
found greatly to improve her sailing. The command of this ves-
sel, now completely equipped for war, I gave to lieut. Downes,
with a crew consisting of 36 of cur old crew, and 5 of the men

who had entered from prizes, making her number altogther 41
men; the remainder I kept on board the Essex, whose crew now
amounted to 264 men, including officers and those on board the
Barclay. I appoiuted midshipman Haddaway as acting lieutenant
on board the Georgiana, and sent Mr. Miller (my former gunner)
there to do duty, as well as Kingsbury as boatswain, and two

. guarter-masters. The equipping and manning of this vessel alse
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sther 1slands in sight, with those laid down on Colnet’s chart, the
only one which has been drawn of the Gallapagos, I felt myself

- much staggered in the belief of this being James’, but thought it

e

not unlikely that the want ef correspondence, might be owing to
the general incorrectness of the chart, as we have found it filled
with errors, none of the islands being laid down agreeuble to their

‘true position ; nor are the shores of any of them correctly traced;

and there are also many islands in this groupe not noticed in his
chart : but it is not to be wondered that captain Colnet did not
make a correct chart of the Gallapagos, as he merely sailed
around the groupe, without passing through it ; and had he even
passed, as we have done, twice through them, strong currents
and foggy weather would have tended greatly to mislead his
Judgment, and baffle all calculation as to distance. Having my
doubts as to this being James” Island, although its great extent

- appeared to justify the belief, I make a signal for the Georgiana

to proceed a-head, while we ran through the passage between
that and a smaller island on the larboard bow, which to me had
much the appearance .p'f.. Barrington Island; but as all declared
it to be Norfolk Islatﬁ; I must acknowledge that I felt myself

~ at Joss to know what part of the cluster I had gotten into. I did

FI'._.

not, however, believe the large island to be James’ ; and as a fine
breeze sprang up from the northward, and a strong current set
from the same quarter, I determined to give up the idea of mak-
ing any further examination, with a view of getting to the south-
ward, with the dull-sailing vessels under my care, hoping to reach
Hood’s Island, to get on board some tarrapins, as a refreshment
for the crew. 1 conusequently made a signal for a boat to be sent

from the Georgiana, and sent to lieutenant Downes the following
orders :

United States frigate Essex, at sea, Chatham Island

Bir, bearing south-east, 12th Muay, 1813,
You will proceed to Albemarle, searching Churles’ or-James?
island, whichever is most convenient, in your way. I shall en-
deavour to get into the harbour at Hood’s island, where I should

E wish you to join me, if practicable; from thence I shall proceed
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escape me, I caused the prizes to spread off in different directions,
keeping at signal-distance, and there to keep a good look-out,
with orders to make a signal to me in the event of their discover-
ing any strange vesscl, but ordered them to close in with the
Essex at night, to guard against sepuration,

Benjamin Geers on this day departed this life, after an illness
of about two hours. He complained of a violent pain in his
breast, was constantly calling for water, and died in violent con-
vulsions, frothing very much at the mouth. His death could not
be well accounted for; many were of opinion, and myself among
others, that he had taken arsenic; and yet we could assign ne
reason for his doing so, as he always appeared perfectly happy
and contented. He was a valuable man on board the ship, and
his death was much regretted.
~ On the afterncon of the 28th, as we were standing to the
northward with the Montezuma in tow, the Barclay looking out
«on our starboard, and the Policy on our larboard quarter, the men
on the look-out on board the Essex discovered a sail right a-head ; _
immediately the Montezuma was cast off, and all sail made in
chace. At sunset we could see her plainly from deck, and, as
she was standing from us with all the sail she could crowd, I en-
- tertained no hopes of coming up with her in the night, as I had
no doubts of her altering her course, and thus eluding us. 1
continued, however, to carry all the sail the ship would bear, in
hopes of nearing him as much as possible; and, being well aware
of the prevalence of calms in this quarter, I had strong hopes
that, as usual, it would full calm before morning, and keep us in
sight of each other; but as the wind continued fresh, and believ-
ing he would change his course as soon as 1t grew dark, [ Love
toy at 9 o’clock, for the other vessels to come up, when [ directed
the Montezuma to run N.W. (which was his bearing when we
last saw him) seven miles, and then heave to, the Burclay to run
the same distance to the cast, and 1 intended sending the Policy
to the S.\W,, but she did not come up in time. This arrange-
ment I hoped would enable one or the other ol the vessels to get
~ gight of the chace in the morning, and I was not disappointed ;
for next day the Montezuma made a signal for a sail to the nortl-
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not perceive that the small remains of my men had in time of
need lost any of their wonted energy and zeal. _
We were-soon along side of him, when I hoisted English co-
lours, and directed her commander to come on board, which or-
der was soon complied with, when at this instant another strange
sail was descried from the mast head. A few men were taken
out of our prize, which proved to be the British letter of margue
ship Atlantic, Obadiah Wier master, employed in whaling, and
mounting six guns (eighteen pounders). As soon as the Monte-
zuma came up, I threw some men on board the Atlantic, with
lieutenant M*Knight, and sent her in pursuit of the other stranger
to the N.W., while I steered more northerly ; for, as the Atlan-
tic was reputed the fastest sailer in those seas, I had no doubt, by
this means, of rendering her capture certuin. We were soon con-
vinced that the Atlantic deserved her churacter for sailing, as du-
ring the chace we had very little advantage of her, notwithstand-
ing we had all the sail we could carry, and she the whole time
without her studding-sails, as she had none bent. Night was now
fast approaching ; we were doubiful whether we were near enough
to keep sight of our new chace, which our prisoners informed
us was another British letter of marque; and, as it grew dark,
we once lost sight of her; but we soon discovered her again by
means of our night glasses, and on her heaving about to ¢lude us
(on the supposition that we could no longer see her), we soon got
along side of her, and on firing a shot at her, she hove to. 1 di-
rected her commander to repair on board, which he refused to do,
until he knew who we were. 1 now perceived by his lights that
he was prepared for action, and fired one shot between his masts
to intimidate him, threatening him with a broadside if he did not
repair on board immediately ; and this had the desired effect, as
he soon came on board, prepared to meet in us an enemy. This
vessel proved to be the British letter of marque ship Greenwich,
of ten guns, a prime sailer, employed in the whale fishery. Her
captain had taken in a good siock of Dutch courage, and, from
the preparations that were made on board his vessel, there counld
- be no doubt of his intentions to have fired into us, had he 1iot been
~ sintimidated by the shot we fired between his masts. He express-

.
- S

PEge—_—

i

e


















PORTER’S JOURNAL. © 189

of the latter opinion, and was confirmed in it next day, when we
had changed our position. At night the whole atmosphere was
illuminated by it; and yet we could perceive neither flames nor
sparks thrown out by the crater ; and [ am induced to believe the
irruption was of short continuance, as, on the night of the 7th, I
could perceive no appearance of it, although our distance, I should
have supposed, would have admitted of our seeing it, had it not
become extinct.

The winds now began to freshen froin the S.E., and gave us at
length some hopes of getting from those islands, where we had
been so long and unexpectedly delayed by calms and currents.
The Spaniards call them the Enchanted Islands, and probably
from the great difficulty vessels have found in getting from among
them. The title seems well applied, and is such a one as I should
have felt disposed to give them, had they been destitute of s
name. We have been since the 18th April among them, and the
greatest part of the time making every effort in our power to get
clear of them ; and although good fortune in making prizes has
well rewarded us for the time we have spent, still I think it not
unlikely we should have been equally successful on the coast of
Peru, had we been enabled to return there.

On the 8th, we passed to the northward of Abington Island,

. with a fresh breeze, and all the dull-sailing vessels in tow; but
 before I bid adieu to the Gallapagos, I shall offer a few hints to
. those who may hereafter visit them, either with pursnits similar
to mine, or in search of whales.

In the first place, I would recommend to those who Ay COone
in search of whalers, to make Hood’s Island and Charles’ Island,
both of which places T would advise them to search carefully for
vessels and traces of their having been there ; from thence they
should proceed to Albemarle, looking into both Elizabeth and
Banks’ Bay ; and, should they find none at either of these places,
let them proceed to cruize in sight of Rock Rodondo, which lies
off the north head of Albemarle. Here they will be sure of meet.
ing with whalers, if they are about the Gallapagos ; for this is the

position they always attempt to keep, as whales most abound
there. They, to be sure, get swept sometimes to the northware
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yet we considered it the most valuable part of our prize tous. It
is not improbable, thut, after heavy rains, vessels may be €nabled
to procure, as we did, a supply from the hollows of the rocks at
Charles’ Island ; therefore it may not be unnecessary to describe
the place, in order that it may be found with more case.

At each end of the longest beach, or landing-place, opposite
the anchorage, in Essex bay, is a deep ravine, formed by the tor-
rents of water which come, during the heavy rains, from the
mountuins, and are bedded with a hard and porous kind of rock
or lava. We ascended each of those, to the distance of from one
and a half to two miles. where we found small hollows, contain-
ing, some half a barrel, and others more, but seldom any that
contained more than six or seven barrels; but, as incredible as it
may appear to those who may hereafter visit this island, and see
the difficulties of approaching this strange watering-place, we
teok from thence to the ship, in three days, about 70 barrels of
water, besides a considerable quantity in kegs and jugs belonging
to individuals, and considered as a private stock, amounting in all,
perhaps, to 10 or 12 barrels more.

It may also be necessary to describe more particularly the
route to the spring, in order that it may be found by those who
have not been there before. On the west part of the island, about
six miles from Essex Bay, is a dark sandy beach, called by the
whalers, by way of distinction, the Black Beach, opposite to which
1s an anchorage for vessels, though much expeased to the prevalent .
winds, and to a heavy swell which is setting in there, and I have
reason to believe the bottom is foul, therefore do not consider it
by any means a safe anchorage; from the aforesaid beach is a
pathway, mu¢h trodden, which leads directly to the springs; and
this pathway once found, there can be no difficulty in finding the
springs, which are about three miles distant from the shore, and
where an abundance of water was to be had when we were there,
The road here is the best in the island, though in many places
steep and difficult.

The hintsialreac]}r given, intended chiefly for those who may

- be in pursuit of whalers, may also be of some service to whalers
" themselves ; but as my transactions about thesc islands have put
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whether it be a hump-back, fin-back, black whale, right whale
for whale producing the whale-bone), or spermaceti whale. The
latter is remarkable for throwing the water directly forward, and
making a short bushy spout of but a few feet above the surface of
the sea; whereas some of the others will throw it the height of
30 feet or more. Their motion is also different, being slow and
regular, except when pursued ; and their head is remarkable for
its length, the nose for its bluntness, and the eye for its smallness,
not being larger than that of an ox. The striking of them is at-
tended with more danger than that of any other whale, and they
are frequently known to attack and destroy both men and boats,

Thirdly, the fishery is considered by Great Britain of such
national impuftan:é, that, in the year 1792, that government sent
captain James Colnet, of the navy, in the ship Rattler, into the Pa-
cific ocean, for the purpose of discovering such ports for the South
Sea whale-fishers, who voyage round Cape Horn, as might afford
them the necessary advantages of refreshments and security to
refit. This voyage was planned in consequence of a memorial
from the merchants of the city of London cencerned in the South
Sea fisheries, to the Board of Trade, and stated the calamitous
situation of ships’ crews employed in this trade, from the scurvy
and other diseases incident to those who are obliged to keep the
seas, from the want of that refreshment which is afforded by in-
termediate harbours. .

The Spaniards about that time had admitted British vessels into
their ports, for the purpose of refitting and refreshing, but under
50 many restrictions as almost to amount to a prohibition, in which
1t was expected to end; it therefore became an object of great
importance to obtain such a situation as the British commerce
then required, independent of the Spaniards, as it was expected
it would in a great measure lesscn their jealousy, and at the same
time accomplish the wishes of the British merchants. With this
object in view, captain Colnet sailed from England on the 4th
January, 1793, and returned on the Ist November, 1794, afier
having doubled Cape Horn, running along the coast of Chili, Pe-
ru, and Mexico touching at the islands of St Felix and St. Am-
brosio, the Gallapagos, Cocos, the isles of Santo Berto, Rocca
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alung shore, and I had expected, in the morning, to be up with the
- Island of La Plata, and as the haziness of the weather gave this
‘the appearance of an island, I was fully impressed with a belief
‘of this being La Plata, made every preparation for anchoring, and
‘stood boldly in, keeping the lead going, having regular soundings
‘and muddy bottom, our first cast of the lead giving us 45, which
gradually shoaled to 25 fathoms, without any material change in
‘the quality of the bottom. At break of day, we were not more
than two und a half miles from the shore, and standing in for a
‘white sandy beach, on which I saw some fishermen hauling their
nets ; and as it grew light, I discovered the steeple of a church,
and shortly afterwards a town in the mountains. The haze now
cleared off, and enabled me to sce a great extent of coast, and I
soon perceived that we had mistaken Cape Lorenzo for the Island
of Plata, and had been set by the current, which had changed du-
ring the night, into the deep bay formed by that and Cape Pasado,
in which is the convenient port of Manta, which takes its name
from a fish of that name, caught there in great abundance. 1 had
made the signal to prepare to anchor; but, on discovering my
mistake, soon changed my determination, although I perceived no
danger, and indeed sent a boat in to sound, within a quarter of «
miile of the shore, where good anchorage was to be had in 15 fa-
thoms, well sheltered from the prevalent winds, and smooth land-
ing ; but I could perceive no rivulet of water, though it is not im-
probable one is to be found there, as the land was very much cut
up by deep ravines. This place afforded convenient anchorage :
but my object was to touch at the Island of Plata, which I had un-
(derstood furnished both wood and water, as well as good anchor-
ageon the east side, in twenty fathoms, opposite to a small sandy
bay. At this place, it is said, admiral Drake anchored, and divi-
ded his plunder ; and as it was said to be a place little frequented,
and furnished both hogs and goats, I believed (should it answer
the description given of it) that it would be an admirable place for
a rendezvous, as all British, and indeed other vessels, bound ei-
ther from the Gallapagos to Tumbez, as well as those from Mex-
ico, Panama, &c. &ec. and bound to the south, all pass within sight
of this island, as indeed do those bound to the north from Lima
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no bottom with 22 fathoms of line, and on the strictest examina-
tion, could find no fresh water, although I went on shore at every
"’plm where it was possible for a boat to land; and I can say with
fjﬁietjr;.' that the Island of La Plata affords no fresh water, except
during heavy rains, which are very uncommon on this coast ; nor
does it afford wood in sufficient quantities to supply ships.

‘This island has been much frequented by the pearl fishers,
and those employed in salting fish, of which we had sufficient tes.
timony in the large piles of shells of the pearl oyster, as well as
considerable heaps of salt, and ground cleared away, levelled, and
otherwise prepared for drying fish, which are more abundant at
this island than any other place I have visited in those scas, and
are of the same kind as those found among the Gallapagos. The
only birds we found here were boobies, and man-of-war hawks.
We saw no seals on or about the island, and only two turtles were
seen; and they some distance from the shore. No animals or their
traces were discovered on the shore ; and the aspect of the whole
island was the most desolate imaginable. It is about eight miles
in circumftrence, and offers no advantages whatever, that I could
discover, to induce navigators to touch there ; and although it is
represented to have been a favourite resort for the buccaniers, who
stopped there for the purpose of watching the Spanish fleets, [ am
induced to believe that the want of anchorage would have preven.
ted their using it for that purpose, although I acknowledge that
its want of every other advantage prevented my giving it so strict
an examination in that respect as I should otherwise have done,

As I thought it not unlikely that Mr. Downes would touch at
this place, with the expectation of finding letters from me, | left
one suspended in a bottle on the branch of a bush, at the western
part of the sand beach; and to attract bis attention to this place,
I painted on the side of a rock the two letters S, X, of so large
a size as to be seen at a considerable distance. The sound cf
‘these two letters approaching so near to that of the name of the
frigate, would be a sufficient proof to lieutenant Downes of our
having been there, and would naturally lead to a strict search for
further information respecting us; while, at the same time, they
would be incomprehensible to any other person, as my letter wag
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1 had here to lament the death of the best seaman in my ship.
Jobn Rodgers, one of the gunner's crew, had, from too great
~ a fondness for rum, become somewhat inebriated, and while on
the main-yard, assisting in furling the main-sail, fell head-fore-
‘most on deck (on the very spot where Samuel Groce fell), and
shattered his scull. His death was instantaneous, and his remains
were interred the next day, with the following appropriate epitaph,
Placed on a board at his head by his messmates.

Entombed here
The body of John Rodgers, scaman, who departed this life
June 19th, 1813, aged 32 years.

Without a sigh,
He bid this werld adieu ;
Without one pang,
His fleeting spirit flew.

Soon after anchoring, capt. Randall proceeded to Tumbez, by
my request, to sound the governor as to the reception he was dis-
posed to give us, taking with him a handsome present, and an in-
vitation for him to come on beard ; and was desired to apologize
for my not coming up, on account of indispesition. Soon after
his departure, we commenced wooding and watering, both of
which we found extremely difficult, on account of the violent surf,
which frequently broke our rafts, filled our boats, and endangered
the lives of those on board them. We in a few days, however,
became more accustomed to it, and were better able to guard
against its effects.

On the 22d, observed captain Randall’s beat crossing the bar
of the river, with some strangers in, and soon afterwards saw one
of them dressing himself in uniform ; and on her ceming along-
side, was informed that this was the governor of Tumbez, accom-
panied by the collector of the customs, and an old gentleman wha
called himself the god-father of the governor, and the governor’s
son. Although the appearance of the whole was as wretched as
can well be imagined, policy induced me to shew them every at-
tention ; and, to impress them with a belief of my friendly dispo-
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bully 15 feet in length, and of the most hideous appearance. The
ball entered below the joint of his fore-leg, near the shoulder, and
penetrated his heart, every other part being so well guarded by
the thick scales as to render it invulnerable. We saw here vast
numbers of wild turkeys, which prove very troublesome to the
planters, as well as parrots, vultures, hawks, herons, pelicans,
white curlews, and a great variety of small birds with beautiful
plumage. The river was filled with fish, some of them of a large
size, among which the saw-fish abounded. The stream ran in a
serpentine manner through the low grounds, and had several out-
lets, where the surplus waters escaped to the ocean. Several
sunken trees render the ascent as well as descent dangerous. The
musquetoes were numerous and tormenting, and in almost every
respect this stream bore the strongest resemblance to the Missis.
sippi, except in size and depth, it being not more than 75 yards
across in its widest parts, and in many places very shallow,

I arrived at Tumbez at 11 o'clock, but took the precaution to
have my boat’s crew well armed, and every arrangement made to
secure a retreat if necessary ; for, notwithstanding their profes-
sions of friendship, I had reason to doubt their sincerity, from the
innumerable instances of their treachery on this coast ; and T had
cause to rejoice in my precautions, as the repeated interrogations
of the governor respecting the state of affairs between the United
States and Spain, convinced me he had his doubts whether he
should attempt to detain me or not, as he was uncertain whether
the war between Great Britain and the United States did not ex-
tend to their allies, the Spaniards. The hopes, however, of fur-
ther presents from me, as well, perhaps, as the dread of punish-
ment from us, overcame every other consideration ; and although
there was a degree of restlessness and uneasiness in the governor,
that he could not well conceal, he did all that lay in his power to
give me the best reception his means would afford ; and while his
wife (who was a handsome young native, of Indian and Spanish
parents) was cooking the dinner, T strolled uhout this wretched
place, which consisted of about 50 houses, formed in no way dif-
ferent from those on the banks of the river, except that the reeds
were placed closer, in the manner of hasket-work ; and some of






PORTER’S JOURNAL. 207

consisted of four stakes stuck in the ground, with reeds laid across,
and over that a thin mat.

On my return to the ship, a most disagreeable circumstance
took place, which, for the credit of the ship, and of the officers of
the American navy generally, I wish it was not necessary to re-
late ; but as it took place in the presence of our prisoners, who
no doubt will make their representation of it, with suitable em-
bellishments, alterations, and exaggerations, and as it led to some
changes of considerable importance, I conceive it proper to give
a correct statement of the affair.

Lieutenant W, the (then) second lieutenant, had in two or
three instances becomesintoxicated, and so much so as to compel
me once to arrest him, as at such times his conduct had been
extremely violent and offensive to all on board ; but as this officer
possessed many good qualities, and was much esteemed for his
goodness of heart, his brother officers interceded for him, pledg-
ing themselves for his future good conduct; and on a solemn
promise from him, that he would abstain from ardent liquors
while he continued under my command, I relieved him from his
arrest, and put him to duty, with an assurance that for another
similar offence his authority should for ever cease on board the
Essex.

During my short absence at Tumbez, lieutenant W. felt him-
self relieved from that restraint which my presence had imposed,
and could not resist the opportunity of again indulging in his hor-
rid propensity, which an abstinence of many months had rendered
doubly dear to him, and to which he was strongly invited by cap-
tain Shuttleworth, the prisoner whom I formerly mentioned as
having conducted himself so improperly. On my return he was
officer of the deck, and, fearing that I should discover his situa-
tion, he left the deck as soon as 1 entered the ship, and, while I
was engaged in conversation with the first lieutenant, retired to
his state-room. Not knowing his condition, I sent repeatedly

for licutenant W., who was reported to me as lying in his cot,
and could not be made to answer. He had once before attempt-
ed to commit suicide, and I felt apprehensive that he had now
made attempts on his life, I went to his state-room, where
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pointment of sailing-master to midshipman Odenheimer ; and,
to supply their places on board the prizes, I put the younger mid-
shipmen, boys from 12 to 15 years of age, making them nominal-
Iy prize-masters, with careful seamen, in whom I could confide,
to take care of them.

Our wooding and watering went on briskly, and every thing
promised a speedy supply to all our wants, except vegetables.
On our first arrival, boats had come off to the ship; but the £0-
vernor, finding by the purser’s remaining in town he could mo-
nopolize the whole trade, forbade every person selling any article
whatever, and placed guards at the river’s mouth to prevent boats
from coming off to us. Hearing nothing of the purser for two
or three days, and not knowing the cause of the boats keeping
aloof from us, I had some sericus apprehensions for his safety ;
and this fear was somewhat increased by the disappearance of
one of my prisoners, the mate of a ship, whose absence could not
be accounted for in any way but on the supposition of his being
murdered by the natives, for a few dellars he had taken with him
on shore, for the purpese of procuring a few articles for the
others. He had been permitted to go on parole, and had left on
board a considerable sum of money, as well as all his clothing
and other property, and his not returning at the appointed
time caused considerable suspicion to us all. Another cir-
cumstance which led me to suspect some treachery was a let-
ter I bad received from Guyaquil, which shewed the inimical
disposition of the governor of that place towards us ; and, as the
governor of Tumbez was subordinate to him, I felt confident that
he would be conformable to the views of his superior, unless 1
should secure his friendship by fresh presents, which was what
I was by no means induced to, while we could supply our most
urgent wants without his consent.

The letter I speak of was as follows :

Captain Porter, sir, Guyaquil, 22d June, 1813,

I have scen the description of the four ships that are in Tum-
bez, knowing that several merchants have seen the same, and all
would be willing to éfiter a negotiation ; but it is impossible, as
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commander had the character of being a man of great enterprize,
and had already captured the American whale-ship Edward of
Nantucket, and might have done great injury to the American
commerce in those seas ; for although he had come into the Pa-
cific on a whaling voyage, he had given but little attention to that
object while there was a hope of meeting American whalers ; but
on requiring of this man that he should deliver to me his commis-
sion, he, with the utmost terror in his countenance, informed me
that he had none with him, but was confident that his owners had,
before this period, taken out one for him, and that he had no doubt
would send it to Lima, where he had expected to receive it. [t
was evident that he was a pirate, and I did not feel that it would
be proper to treat him as I had done other prisoners of war; I
therefore ordered him and all his crew in irons ; but after engui-
ring of the American prisoners;, Jhom I found on board the prize,
as to the manner they had been treated by the crew of the Serin-
gapatam, and being satisfied that they, as well as the mates, were
not to blame for the conduct of their commander, I liberated them
from confinement, keeping Stavers only in irons.

I now bore up for James’ Island, at which place I was anx-
ious to arrive, in order that T might, at anchor, be enabled to oet
from my prizes such articles as we might want, such as anchors
and cables, with which they were well supplied ; but, on account
of the violence of the current, which was setting to the N.W., our
attempt was ineffectual ; for, notwithstanding every exertion to
preventit, w. were swept to the N.W. as far as the latitude of 2o
8’ N., and seeing no hopes of succeeding in a short time, I deter-
mined to give the Charlton up to the captain, (as she was an old
ship, and a dull sailer,) on condition that he should land all my
priseners at Rio de Janeiro, to which contract he, as well as the
eaptain of the New Zealander, bound themselves by aath; and

after taking from her a cable, and such other articles as were ne-
-cessary for us, and sending all her guns and military equipments
on board the Seringapatam, I dispatched her on the 19th, with 48
prisoners. The mates and sailors, however, expressed their de.
termination not to go to Rio de Janeiro with the ship, for fear of
being pressed on board a British man of war ; they were very sq.-
VOL. I, Ee
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N, the wind from the south, with a strong current ripple, which
mduced me to believe the current had shifted, gave me strong
bopes of fetching the islands, and with this view T made all sail,
r;h}it was soon compelled to heave to for the prizes, and particu-
arly the New Zealander, which in a short time was run out of
sight. The short sail I was compeiled to keep under occasioned
sonsiderable delay, which, added to the current, which we still
ound setting to the west, prevented my making the land until
the 27th, when we saw the north part of Narborough, bearing
S.E. } E. Being considerably a-head of the prizes, I ran into
Banks’ bay, and on satisfying myself there were no vessels there,
ran out to meet the prizes, and bere away in company with them
for the north-east part of Albemarle, intending to proceed to
James’ island to make myself acquaiméd with its resources, and
to search for English whalers, as it is said to be much frequented
oy them, for the purpose of taking in land tortoises and refitting
their ships, the harbour having the reputation of being the best
among the Gallapagos islands. At midnight the north head bore
5. by W, and Rodondo W.N.W. At 7 o’clock on the morning
of the 28th, discovered a strange sail to the eastward, and, on
viewing her with my spy-glass from the top-gallant yard, she ap-
peared to be close on a wind under her top-sails, with fresh
breezes, while our ships were lying nearly becalmed, with a
strong current setting us with great rapidity for Rodondo, which
Bore of us W. by S. A light air, however, springing up from the

estward, we made all sail in chase ; but the rapidity of the cur-
rent was so great, that we soon lost sight of the stranger, and at
meridian we were driven so close to Rodondo, that we entertained
the most lively apprehensions for the safety of the ship ; and even
with the assistance of our drags, which were plied with their
utmost power, and a smart brecze which fortunately sprung up at
the most critical moment, it was with some considerable difficulty
We escaped getting on shore on it ; and as the sea was beating
with great violence against its perpendicular and inaccessible
?dtss this apprehension was calculated to produce reflections
of no very agreeable nature,
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he kept up a constant fire on our boats, having hauled down his

. American colours and hoisted English. At 4 o’clock on the af-
~ternoon of the 30th, both ships were perfectly becalmed, at the
~ distance of 3} miles from each ether, our two boats lying ahead of
. the enemy, and preventing his boats from towing ; my crew so
‘worn out with fatigue, as to be incapable of working the drags to
any advantage ; the enemy with English, and we with American

~ colours flying. I considered him as already our own, and that the
 ceremony of taking possession was all that was now requisite. I
. could plainly perceive that his force did not exceed 10 guns and
30 men; and, as any alternative was preferable to working the
' drags any longer, I, to the great joy of every one on board, gave
orders for attempting her with the boats, which were soon hoisted
put, manned, and armed, and dispatched after her. The enemy,
. seeing so formidable a force coming against him, fired a few guns,
apparently with a view of intimidating them, but finding that they
continued to advance, he ceased firing and hauled down his co-

~ lours. The boats had now got within three-quarters of a mile of
her, when a fresh breeze sprung up from the eastward, with which

~ she made all sail to the northward, hoisted her colours, fired at our
gig and whale-boat as she passed, which in return gave her vol-
leys of musketry, and before sunset she was hull down ahead of

- us, while we were lying the whole time perfectly becalmed.
. Our boats continued the chace, with the hope that it would again
_ fall calm, and made flashes occasionally to guide me in the pur-
- suit, which I was enabled to renew when the breeze struck me,
. which was not until after sundown. I came up with the boats at
9 o’clock at night; we had all lost sight of the enemy, and the ap-

. prehension of losing all my boats and officers, and the greater part
. of my crew, induced me to heave to and take them on board,
- which was soon done, when I renewed the pursuit on the same
E course I had before observed her standing, as I did not think it
as proper to run away before the wintl, on the expectation of her ha-
L ving changed her course; as this would have caused a separa-
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- tion from the prizes, and the strong current setting to leeward
 would have prevented our rejoining them again for some time ;
- I therefore concluded it best to comtinue my course on a wind ali
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them apart at a short distance. I then changed entirely the ap-
pearance of the Essex, and gave to the Greenwich the appearance
of a sloop of war, hoping at some future period to derive some
advantage over the enemy by the deceptions I should be enabled
to practise by means of those changes.*

It became necessary to take all our powder on shore, for
the purpose of sunning and sifting it; and I discovered, to my
great regret, that nearly one-third of that contained in casks was
damaged and unfit for use, in consequence of the water having
entered the magazine, ecither during our passage around Cape
Horn, or (which is more likely) while our rudder cout was in a
damaged state, off the coast of Patagonia. We were, however,
enabled to get a considerable quantity from the Seringapatam,
which (although it left that ship nearly destitute) in a great mea-
sure supplied our deficiency.

We here, after painting our ships, repairing our sails and hoats,
setting up our rigging, and doing various other jobs which could
not be done conveniently at sea, began to lay in our stock of tortoises,
the grand object for which every vessel anchors at the Gallapagos
Islands. Fourboats were dispatched every morning with this object,
and returned at night, bringing with them from 20 to 30 each,
averaging about 60 pounds; and ini four days we had as many as
would weigh about 14 tons on board, which was as much as we
could conveniently stow. They were piled up on the quarter-
deck for a few days, with an awning spread over (to shield them
from the sun, which renders them very restless), in order that they
might have time to discharge the contents of their stomachs, which
is considerable ; after which they were stowed away below, as you

- would stow any other provisions, and used as occasion required.

No description of stock is so convenient for ships to take to sea
with them as the tortoises of those islands ; they require no pro-

~ visions or water for a year, nor is any further attention to them ne-

~ cessary, than that their shells should be preserved unbroken.

The shells of those of James’ Island are sometimes remarka-
bly thin and easily broken, but more particularly so as they become
advanced in age ; for then, whether owing to the injuries they re-

. ceive from their repeated falls in ascending and descending the

T
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verdant appearance of the interior, I should be induced to believe,

that this island furnishes springs of water in its mountains, but

that they are soaked up by the loose and thirsty lava and cinders,

of which it is chiefly composed, long before they can reach the
sea. The eggs of the tortoise are perfectly round, white, and of
2% inches diameter ; they are far from being a delicacy when

sooked, as they are dry, tasteless, and the yolk is little better than

saw-dust in the mouth.

The sea and land guanas abound at this island ; flamingoes and.
teal, of an excellent quality, may be killed in a salt lagoon, a few
rods back of the beach opposite to where the ships lay ; and the
species of doves formerly mentioned may be killed with the greai-
est ease, and in any numbers, in every part of the island ; they
are fat and delicious ; and the land guana is superior in excel-
lence to the squirrel or rabbit. Fish were caught in considerable
abundance, with our seine as well as with hooks and lines, along
side the ship, and with our boats near the rocks ; but we did not
wesort to the first-mentioned expedient through scarcity, but for
the sake of procuring a greater variety, as we were thereby ena-
bled to take mullet of a superior quality, and other fish that do
not bite at a hook. The rock-fish did not here yield in abundance
or excellence to any place we had yet been in; and among other
delicacies we were enabled with ease to supply ourselves abun-
dantly with cray-fish, at low water, among the rocks, where they
were caught by hand. .

We found captain Colnet’s chart of the island, as far as he
surveyed ity sufficiently accurate for our purpose, but we neither
found his delightful groves, his rivulets of water, nor his seats
formed by the buccaniers of earth and stone, where we might
repose ourselves after our fruitless search for them. Led by his
description of the beauties of the island, I proceeded to the south-
west part of it, as far as Watson’s Creek, and on rounding the
second point from the ship, I landed in a small cove, on a white
beach, formed of small pieces of coral ; this we found had been
the principal landing-place of ships which have visited here for the
purpose of procuring tortoises. The land here is level, and upon

An extensive valley, which lies between twe remarkable moun-
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con, a eonsiderable variety of smaller birds, some resembling the
small common sparrow, some not unlike the brown Canary-bird,
the small black bird found in Charles’ Island, and a black bird
with a red breast. We saw but fow seals, and the only aquatic
birds we met with, were pelicans, boobies,and petrells. A few small
snakes were seen, much resembling the common American strips
cd snake, and a great number of lizards. In the bottom of the
crater of the northern mountain, near the foot of which we landed,
some of my sailors (who had been there in search of tortoises) in-
. formed me that they had found one barrel of fresh water contain-
ed in the hollow of a rock. This is the only fresh water we found
on any part of the island,and it cannot be come at without the
greatest difficulty and danger, which none would attempt to over-
come but such as, like our sailors, had long been confined on ship-
board ; for, feeling all restraint removed while on shore, they de-
lighted in making an extensive range, and in overcoming difficul-
ties which to others seemed insurmountable. From this place
we procured about seventy-five tortoises ; but as the men had te
bring them from a distance not less than three miles, and as the
fatigue was excessive, this was the only time we visited it, as the
parties which went to the north-east part of the island were more
successful, and gave a more favourable account of the facility of
getting them down to the beach. They reported also, that there
was every appearance of good anchoraga on the north-east, in a
bay not inferior in its appearance to the one we were then eccu-
pying. Mr. Adams, with his usual zeal, proceeded to sound and
survey it, and reported anchorage about half a mile from the
shore, in 13 fathoms, sandy bottom. This bay was distant from
where we lay about 18 miles ; I gave it the name of Adams*
Bay.

I proceeded toexamine Fresh-water bay, and Fresh-water val-
ley, as they are called by Colnet ; in the former there are appear-
ances of anchorage. We found great quantities of broken jars,
such as the Spaniards transport their liquids in; a deep ravine,
evidently formed by violent torrents; but it was perfectly dry,
and had the appearance of having long been so. Three separate
times I examined Fresh-water valley, when we first arrived, and
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of the Greenwich will be kept complete, for the protection of the
other vessels, and, in the event of being attacked, vou will call on
the other prize-masters and their men to assist on board your ship;
but it is expected you will only dct on the defensive. Should 1
not appear in six weeks from the time of my leaving this, you will
proceed for Valparaiso, in compuny with the Seringapatam, after
the articles of value are taken from the New Zealander, and that
ship is burnt. If, however, lieutenant Downes should appear be-
fore the expiration of six weeks from the time of my leaving this,
you will please to deliver him the enclosed letter, which contains
instructions for the guidance of his conduct respecting the dispo-
sal of the prizes. -

I must recommend your keeping constantly on your guard,
with a look-out from a suitable point. Let the ships be ready for
sea on tire shortest notice, and suffer no guns to be fired, no fircs
at night, or any other practices by which you may be discovered.

Should I appear off with an English red ensign, hoisted union
down, at the fore, you will send a boat on board the Essex. If the
same signal is made at the main, it will be for the Seringapatam
and New Zealander to send their boats for their crews, and you
will please to furnish them assistance for the purpose, if necessa-
ry. Should you leave the cove before I arrive, you will bury a
bottle, containing a letter, in some suitable $pot, near the landing-
place at the head of the cove, and cut in the rocks immet]iately
over it the letters S. X., in order that [ may be enabled to find it.

I need not inform you how important it is that the prizes should
not fall into the hands of an enemy. Your situation will render
their destruction (in the last extremity) very easy. I would re-
commend to you to have as many boats, as may be necessary for
the escape of their crews, in constunt readiness for service, and a
sufficiency of provisions and water, &e. &e. provided for them at
the shortest notice ; and, in the event of the necessity of taking to
to them, I would advise your proceeding to Charles’ Island, us
the most likely place of mecting with the Essex Juuior, or Es-
. %ex; and, in casc you should not fall in with either, it appears the
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tearing to pieces the large fish they frequently take. One ran
near the ship with a large red fish, of the snapper kind, in his
mouth; this fish was still alive, and made considerable struggle ;
the seal reared himself out of the water as far as his breast ; then
throwing his head around on one shoulder, appeared to rally al]
his strength, and jerking it with great violence to the other,
throwing the fish at a great distance from him, tearing off
with the jerk a mouthful, which he greedily swallowed, and, by
repeating this action, in a few minutes devoured the whole fish,
which, from its size, I should suppose weighed at least ten
pounds : and it was in vain that the man-of-war hawks, boobies,
pelicans, and other birds which hovered over him, endeavoured
fo seize on his prey; his activity baflied all their attempts, and
prevented them even from picking up the scraps which frequent-
ly flew off from the fish as he threw it from him.

After getting clear of the sound, I stood out of the hay, and at
12 o’clock at night was off the south head of Albemarle ; there
I continued beating to get to windward until the 29th, without
gaining much ground, en account of the prevalence of a rapid
current setting to the westward. At length, however, the wind
hauled to the southward, and enabled us to make Charles’ island
on the 31st, where I sent my boat on shore, with a letter for lieu-
tenant Downes, similar to that left at James’ island. On her
seturn, I was informed that every thing remained as I had lef it,
there being no appearance of strangers having been there since
my departure. 'We had had several showers of rain while in the
neighbaurhood of the isle, and, from the heavy clouds hanging
over it, I had hoped to obtain there a supply, and gave directions
that our former watering-places should be examined, but was in-
formed that they were entirely dried up, not a drop of water re-
maining in the places where we had formerly obtained it. I now
made sail for Chatham island, running along to windward of
Barrington island, which appears bold and free from danger,
Towards sunset, the man on the look-out cried out, a sail to the
NoW.! All sail was made in chace, byt in a short time we dis-
covered from the mast-head, by our glasses, that 1t was one of
two rocks that lie off the north end of Porter’s island, which we
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This bay I called Rodgers’ Bay, and the island forming it
Rodgers’ Island, in honour of commodore Rodgers. The best
anchorage is about the middle of the bay, in twelve fathoms water,
where you lie well in the bank, where there is little or no dan-
ger of drifting off. We lay too far out, and on the edge of the
bank, where it was very steep; our anchor, as I before observed,
lay in nineteen fathoms, while our stern lay in twenty-seven; we
were moored with our ridge to the westward, the north-west

- point of the bay bearing west by south ; the north-west point of

Rodgers’ Island east-north-east ; the south point east by south
2 south ; the west point of the south part of Chatham Island,
north; the east point north by east £ east; Barrington Island
north-west by west ; and Charles’ Island west-south-west. The
wind, during the day, generally blew from the south-east, but at
night it was calm ; the tides set east-north-east and north-north-
~ west, along the land, and the rise and fall was about ten feet.

We here procured an abundance of fish alongside with the
hook and line, but were not enabled to procure more than fifty tor-
toises, and they small, but of a quality far superior to those found on
James’ Island ; they were similar in appearance tothose of Charles’
Island, very fat and delicious, The vegetable productions were
nearly the same as those of the other islands, and the island is
evidently of volcanic origin, but it appears to have been a long

“time since it has suffered from their ravages. Few birds were
found on this island, and they of the same description as those
found on the others. We found a few lizards, but no snakes or
guanas. We killed a few seals, and saw a number of turtle, but
caught nene; and on the most diligent search could find no fresh
water. Wood is scarce, and what is to be found is very small
and withered ; and the whole island, and every thing on it, appears
parched up and famished for the want of rain.

We lay here until the 8th September, in hopes of the arrival

- of lieutenant Downes, or the appearance of some stranger, as this
is the island which all whale-ships endeavour to make, running
down for Albemarle between it and Chatham Island. On the 8th

1 prepared to weigh, but, previous to quitting the bay, sent on

shore a letter for lieutenant Downes, similar to those left ar
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by making much sail, as I believed her to be an English whaler.
I consequently directed the fore and main royal-yards to be sent
down, and the masts to be housed, the ports to be shut in, and the
ship to be disguised in every respect as a merchantman, and kept
plying to windward for the stranger under easy sail, as he continu-
ed to lie to, and drifted down on us very fast. At meridian, we
were sufficiently near to ascertain that she was a whale-ship, and
then employed in cutting in whales; and from her general appear-
ance, some were of opinion that it was the same ship that had giv-
en us so long a chace, and put us to so much trouble, near Abing-
ton Island ; she was, however, painted very differently, and from
her showing no appearance of alarm, I had my doubts on the sub-
ject. I had got possession of some of the whalemen’s signals, and
made to her one which had been agreed on between a captain Wm.
Porter and the captain of the New Zealander, in case they should
meet. I did not know but this might be captain Porter’s ship, and
that the signal might be the means of shortening the chace, by in-
ducing him to come down to us.

At 1 o’clock we were at the distance of 4 miles from the
chace, when she cast off from the whales she had alongside, and
made all sail from us. Every thing was now set to the best ad-
vantage on board the Essex, and at 4 o’clock we were within gun
shot, when, after firing 6 or 8 shot at her, she bore down under
our lee, and struck her colours. She proved to be the British let-
ter of marque ship, Sir Andrew Hammond, pierced for 20 guns,
commissioned for 16, but had only 12 mounted, with a com-
plement of 36 men, and commanded by the identical captain Por-
ter whose signal I had hoisted ; but the most agreeable circum-
stance of the whole was, that this was the same ship we had for-
merly chaced ; and the captain assured me, that our ship had been
so strangely altered, that he supposed her to be a whale-ship un-
til we were within 3 or 4 miles of him, and it was too late to es-
cape ; nor did he suppose her to be a frigate until we were with-
in gun shot, and indeed never should have supposed her to be the
. same ship that had chaced him before, as she did not now appear
above one half the size she did formerly.

The decks of this ship were full of the blubber of the whales
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as it wasy served to break in upon that irksome monotony, whick;,
for the want of occupation and amusement, became to them insup-
portable. '

The time was now arriving for me to expect licutenant
Downes ; I therefore determined to fill up my water and provi-
sions from my prizes, and wait until the 2d day of next month,
which was the period fixed for our departure. 1 had determined,
should he not arrive in that time, to leave letters for him, and pro-
ceed to either the: Marquesas or Washington Islands, where I
intended to clean my ship’s bottom, overhaul her rigging, and
smoke her to kill the ruts, as they had increased so fast as to be-
come a most dreadful annoyance to us, by destroying our provi-
slons, eating through our water-casks, thereby occasioning a great
waste of our water, getting into the magazine and destroying our
cartridges, eating their way through every part of the ship, and
occasioning considerable destruction of our provisions, clothing,
flags, sails, &ec. &c. It had become dangerous to have them any
longer on board; and as it would become necessary to remove
every thing from the ship before smoking hery and probably be
necessary to heave her out to repair her copper, which in many
places was coming off, I believed that a convenient harbeur could
be found among one of the groups of islands that weald mswer
our purpose, as well as furnish the crew with such fresh provi-
sions and vegetables as might be necessary during our stay there,
and thus be enabled to save our salt provisions.

The Sir Andrew Hammond having an abundant supply, 1
hauled her alongside, and took from her as much beef, pork,
bread, water, wood, and other stores, as we required ; and what
wis more acceptable to our men than all the rest, I took from her
two pincheons of choice Jamaica spirits, which was greatly relish-
ed by them, as they had been without any ever since our depar-
ture from Tumbez; and whether it was the great strength of the
rum, or the length of time they had been without, T cannot say ;
but our seamen were so much affected by the first allowance
served out to them, thut many were taken to their hammocks per-
fectly drunk ; and indeed there was scarcely a seaman in the ship
but what was in some degree intoxicated. To prevent a recur-






- PORTER’S JOURNAL. 253

how far his influence might extend. I had, therefore, long deter-
mined to get clear of him on the first favourable opportunity’
One was not long in offering itself. I had directed him to pro-
ceed to superintend some duty on board one of the prizes; he ap.
peared, a short time after I gave him the order, somewhat intoxi-
cated, and insolently told me he had not been sent from the ship
in a proper manner. Finding him not in a proper state, 1 direct-
ed him to stay aft on the quarter-deck until he was sober. He at-
tempted, however, shortly afterwards, to rush by me. His din-
ner was taken on deck to him by his messmates ; this he threw
overboard in the presence of the officer of the deck, and at the
same time demanded permission to go below ; and while the offi-
cer of the watch was reporting to me his conduct, he left the
deck. I then caused him to be confined there in irons, and as he
had dropped some expressions respecting his time being out, and
treated with derison (more by his actions than by his words) his
confinement, I determined at once to discharge him. I therefore
directed the purser to make out his accounts, and discharge and
sent him on board the Seringapatam, until we should arrive at
some place where he could be put on shore. The discharge of
Rynard produced an effect I little expected; it rendered every
man in the ship sober, attentive, and active in the discharge of
his duty, and assiduous to please ; and those who, in the rum ai-
fair, had shown themselves more forward than the rest, now ap-
peared desirous, by their good behaviour, to do away any unfa-
vourable impression that their conduct might at that time have
produced.

The officer having charge of the New Zealander informed me,
that his ship required caulking in every part; I consequently set
my carpenters at work on her, and in the mean time the Sir An-
drew Hammond was painted and otherwise put in order. The
crews of the prizes were again sent to them, and on the 28th, we
had completed all our work ; each ship had provided a stock of
turtle, and we had nothing now to detain us but the expected arri-
val of the Essex Junior. We had, ever since our arrival, kept
men constantly on the look-out from the top of the hill forming
the north side of the port, which commanded a view of both bays ;
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The Chilians showed to lieut. Downes the same friendly dis-
position which I had formerly experienced, and every facility was
offered to him in procuring his supplies, as well as those wanting
for the Essex. He met with some delays in consequence of the
stagnation of commerce, but every assistance that the government
could give him was afforded.

The only British whale-ship we could hear of on the coast was
the Comet, a letter of marque of 20 guns; her guns had been ta-
ken from her by the government of Chili, in consequence of her
having taken an active pait in favour of thé Peruvians; she was
therefore lzid up at Coneeption. She and the aforesaid ship at Val-
paraiso bound to India, and the English brig which I found there
on my arrival, were the only British vessels that I could hear of
on the coast of Chili and Peru ; and as I believed it highly proba-
bie, that the ship bound to India would touch at the Marquesas on
her way thence, I thought it likely, that, by a speedy arrival there,
I should be enabled to catch her. There was none of the news I
had received which could induce ‘me to alter my criginal plan of
going to the Marquesas; the repairs and smoking of my ship
weére paramount to every other consideration, and I knew of no
place where 1 could be more likely to do it undisturbed.

The morning after the arrival of the Essex Junior, I hauled
her alongside of the Essex, and took from on board her a quantity
of rum and other articles ; and now having nothing to detain us
but a head wind, we made every preparation for getting under
way, which we were not enabled to do until the alterncon of the
2d of October, when a light land breeze sprang up, which we
took advantage of to get out of the harbour ; and as it soon after
shifted to the southward, we were the greater part of the succeed-
ing night in beating through the sound (which I call Decatur’s
Sound) into the south or Elizabeth Bay,

Prior to ieaving the cove, Rynard wrote a penitent letter to
me, begging me to overlook his conduct, and reinstate him on
board the Essex ; this however I would not consent to; but on
his request, as well as that of licutenant Downes, I agreed that
he shonld join the Issex Junior in the capacity of seaman, on hig
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250,000 dollars, which it is more than probable will prove a dead
loss to them, as the United States have now no commerce in this
part of the world for them to annoy ; and as they are reported to
be dull sailers, it does not seem likely that they will succeed in
their pursuit of the Essex, even if they should all keep together
and fall in with her ; and if they should cruize separately, they will
have more to fear from our enterprize than we have to apprebend
from theirs.

Value of prizes taken by the Essex in the Pacific § 2,500,000
Value of American whale-ships on the coast of
Chili and Peru, which would in all probability

‘have been captured had we not arrived 2,500,000
Cost of equipping and employing for one year,
one frigate, two sloops of war, and a store-ship 250,000

& 5,250,000
Expences of the Essex for one year 80,000

Balance § 5,170,000

It appears by this estimate, that the balance against the Bri-
tish, occasioned by our coming into this sea, is 5,170,000 dollars ;
for there cannot be a doubt that all our whale-ships would have
been captured, had we not effectually prevented it by the capture
of all of theirs. Itis true that we have, as individuals, been as
yet but little benefitted by our captures; this consideration, liow-
ever, has had but little weight with us; the object of the go-
vernment is to injure the enemy; it derives no advantage from
captures, however valuable they may prove; by our captures we
have effected the object of government, and whether we scll or
destroy them is of importance only to ourselves.

And now I am about quitting the Gallapagos islands, per-
haps for ever, and have shaped my course to the westward, let
us compare our situation with that of lord Anson when he left
the coast of Peru for China. I have already taken the liberty to
touch on that subject at the time I passed the streights of Le
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lain of the Centurion, whose exaggerations in many instances
have been proved by the accounts given of the places he visited
by other navigators, and as he was evidently disposed to give the
expedition as much éclar as possible, it may naturally be sup-
posed that he has taken good care not te fall short in his calcula-
tions.

Lord Anson was compelled te destroy every vessel he took,
because they were miserably wreiched barks, unable to navigate
even this mild and pacific ocean, as well as because he had not
men to navigate them. On leaving the coast he had no trophies
of his success to exhibit.

The case with us is different, as the list of prize-ships now in
company will show.

They are as follows, viz :

Essex Junior 351 tons 20 guns
Greenwich 338 do. 20 do.
Seringapatam 357 do. 22 do.
New Zealander 259 do. 10 do.
Sir Andrew Hammond 301 do. 10 do.
Two ships have been dispatched for America, to wit:
Georgiana
Policy

And three ships have been safely moored under the batteries
uf Valparaiso, to wit:
Montezuma
Catharine
Hector
All these vessels are copper sheathed and fastened, and in a
state to proceed to the most distant part of the world, some of
them remarkably fast sailers, and all superior ships.
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teok place. The weather throughout the passage was remarkably
pleasant, but gradually increasing in temperature as we increased
our distance from the Gallapagoes; but the heat was unaccompa-

- nied by squalls, thunder and lightning, or rain. Two of my priso-

ners at the time of making land were slightly affected with the
scurvy; but (with the exception of them) we had not a sick man
on board. 'We frequently saw tropit birds, sea swallows, gulls,
and other birds that indicate an approach to land, but in greater
numbers between the longitude of 100° and 105° than in any
other part except in the neighbourhood of the Marquesas, where
we saw vast numbers the day before making land, at which
time also we saw immense shoals of spermaceti whales of all sizes
which were slowly directing their course to the northward, In
this run we saw vast numbers of flying fish, and many of that kind
which have red wings: they are much larger than the others and
are never seen in shoals, From the time of leaving the Galla-
pagoes we experienced a constant westerly set of the current,
which gradually decreased in velocity until we made the land,
when we found its rate to be only twelve miles in twenty-four
hours; but at the time of our departure from the Gallapagoes we
found ourselves set to the westward daily twenty-five miles, and
this was ascertained by the difference between our dead reckon-
ing and our lunar observations, assisted by our chronometer.

As we had little to employ our people about during our run,
and as I believed that at this time more than any other I had much
to apprehend from the scurvy getting among them, I considered
it necessary to rouse them from that listlessness and apathy into
which the human mind is apt to fall when destitute of employment.
All were ignorant of the place of our destination or my intentions;
I saw no propect of evil resulting from making them known; and
as [ have ever considered that cheerfulness is a more powerful
antisceptic than any other known, I determined to apply one of the
doses which I believe had heretofore greatly contributed to pre-
serve the health of my men. The following note was communi-
cated to them; and those who know the disposition of sailors may
readily conceive the effect it produced. For the remainder of our
passage they could talk and think of nothing but the beauties of
he islands we were about visiting; every one imagined them Ve-
nus’s, and amply indulged themselves in fancied bliss, impatient of
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known to him, has attached to these islands the names given to
them by Marchand: he has had the liberality, however, to admit
that they had been first discovered by the Americans; but notwith-
standing this acknowledgment, he cannot devest himself of na-
tional prejudice so far as to allow to them the names given by our
countrymen. These substitutions (as Fleurien justly remarks)
cannot but create confusion in the nomenclature of Geography,
and, in the sequel give birth to uncertainties and doubts respect-
ing the periods of discoveries. Fleurien in the discovery of this
group claims for the French priority of the British, and in the
discussion looses sight of any claim of ours: perhaps he Las not
considered us as rivals worthy of either of the great nations, and
has attached to us ne more merit than he would have given to one

‘of the natives for being born there. The whole merit of a naviga-

tor, he says, consists in finding what he seeks for, not in accidental
discoveries: if so, where is the merit of captain Marchand’s find-
ing this group, if he was previously ignorant of their existence.
Yet monsieur Fluerien makes this discovery one of the most con-

- spicuous features of Marchand’s voyage, and exults no little that

they should have been seen by a citizen of France, before they
had been visited by a servant of the British government. Histo-
ry and Geography will however do justice to the discovery of Mr.
Ingraham, and whatever names may be given to them by English
er French p-arﬁ:.anﬁ, posterity will know them only as Washing-
ton’s Group.

After this digression, which I have been led into from a sense
of duty and justice to my countrymen, I shall proceed in my nar-
rative.

On the morning of the 24th, discovered the island of Rooa-
hooga (so called by the natives, but by us Adams’ Island) one
of the Washington Group. Its aspect,on first making it, was little
better than the barren and desolate islands we had been so long
among; but on our nearer approach the fertile valleys, whose beau-
ties were heightened by the pleasant streams and clusters of hou-
ses, and intervened by groups of the natives on the hills inviting
us to land, produced a contrast much to the advantage of the
islands we were now about visiting—indeed the extreme fertility
of the soil, as it appeared to us afier rounding the S.E. point of


















PORTER’S JOURNAL. 13

and supposing one of the best dressed among them to be the chief,
I gave him to undersiand that our object was trade, and that we
had come with the most friendly views, showing, at the same time,
fish-hooks, iron-hoops and knives, which seemed to produce a
general joy amongthem. They informed me that their chief, whom
they called Othadough had not arrived, and in a few minutes af-
terwards, pointed out to me an old man, who approached entirely
naked, with the exception of a piece of cloth about his loins, and

- a small fillet of palm leaves about his temples. This they told me

was their chief: and on his addressing a few words to them, they
threw by their arms and ornaments, and plunged into the water to
gain the boat. I gave to each a small present; but they had no ar

ticle to offer in return but their women: and as two of them were
not more than sixteen years of age, and both handsome, they no
doubt considered them the most acceptable present they could of-

- _ferus. The men repeatedly invited us to the shore and pointed to

the women and the house near which they were standing, accom-
panying their invitation with gestures which we could not misun-
derstand; and the girls themselves showed no disinclination to
grant every favour we might be disposed to ask; and to render
themselves the more attractive, they retired and soon appeared

“clad in clean, and no doubt, their best attire, which consisted of a

white and thin paper cloth, which enveloped their whole persons,
with the exception of one arm and breast: and this simple drape-
ry, when contrasted with the nakedness of the men, gave them
an appearance of grace and modesty, we had little expected to
find among savages. Finding that all their allurements could not
prevail on us to land, the old chief directed the young girls to
swim off to us: but on the appearance of reluctance, the young men
led them toward the water, where they were soon devested of
every covering and conducted to the boat amid the loud plaudits
of the spectators on the shore. On their entering the boat, the sea-
men threw them their handkerchiefs for a covering, with which

. they carefully concealed those parts which modesty teaches us

-
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should not be exposed: and after making them some small pre-
sents and delivering them one for the old chief, I found more dif-
ficulty in getting them out of the boat, than they had made in com-
ing off to her; and one of them actually shed tears because I would
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was taken all further resistance was atan end. The friendly na-
tives collected the dead, while many ran down to a village situat-
ed in the valley for the purpose of securing the plunder, con-
sisting of large quantities of drums, matts, callabashes and
other household utensils, as well as hogs, cocoa-nuts and other
fruit. They also brought with them large quantities of the plant
with which they make their finest cloth, which grows nearly as
thick as the wrist, and is highly esteemed by them. They came
also laden with plunder, which the enemy had not time to remove;
for they could not be made to believe that a handful of men could
drive them.

It was shocking to see the manner they treated such as were
knocked over with a shot; they rushed on them with their war
clubs and soon despatched them: then each seemed ansious to dip
his spear into the blood, which nothing could induce them to wipe
off—the spear, from that time, bore the name of the dead war-
rior, and its value, in consequence of that trophy, was greatly
enhanced.

As soon as the party returned, I gave orders for the liberation
of Gattanewa, who hastened with speedy steps to escape from the
hill which separated us from the settlement. His alarm had been
great, and terror had taken such fast hold on his mind, that he
dared not look behind, lest he should perceive some danger in
pursuit of him. He had heard from the natives of our having
taken the fort; and as this was, in his estimation, a place of in-
comparable strength, he believed that nothing could resist our
progress. He supposed us stronger than we really were, and
dreaded an ally so powerful. I informed him, previous to his
departure, that I was now ready to listen to a messenger from the
Happabs; but the poor old man’s fright would allow him to at-
tend to nothing but his own safety. We had gained a victory,
which, to him, seemed incredible; and the number of dead which
they had borne off as trophies had far exceeded that of any for-
mer battle within his recollection; as they fight for weeks, nay
for months sometimes, without killing any on either side, though
- Many are, in all their engagements, severely wounded. The Ta-
yees had, however, a short time before our arvival, lost one of
their priests of the greatest note, who had been killed by an am-

ey
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Wilson, that the natives of this island were cannibals: but, on the
strictest inquiry, I could not learn that either of them had seen
them in the act of eating human flesh. I was desirous of having
this point put beyond a doubt, though the assurances they had giv-
en me that they really were cannibals, had strongly inclined me to
believe that it was the case. Indeed, in conversing with Gattane-
wa on the subject, he did not hesitate to acknowledge that it was
sometimes practised by certain characters; but with much pride
and exultation he added, that none of his family, to the earliest
period of their existence, were known to have eaten human flesh,
or to have tasted a hog, which had died or been stolen. He said
they sometimes eat their enemies. Yet in all their wars, which
had been carried on since Wilson and the others had been among
them, it does not appear that any had been eaten, according to our
acceptation of the word. Several of the dead bodies of their ene-
mies had fallen into their hands, and had been scen by the whites
in an unmutilated state for several days after their death, until in-
deed they had become too offensive for the natives to bear; and
certainly it cannot be supposed that they would prefer eating them
in that putrid state, although Wilson declared that that was the
time they feasted on them. Desirous of clearing up in my own
mind a fact which se nearly concerned the character of a whole
people, who otherwise deserved to rank above the mere savage, I
proceeded, the day after the battle, with Wilson, and accompani-
ed by a marine (my usual practice when I went among them) to
the house of Gattanewa, with a view of claiming the dead bodics,
in order that they might be buried; and, at the same time, to en-
deavour to find out whether they were really addicted to a prac-
tiee so unnatural. The acknowledgments of Gattanewa left but
little doubt on my mind, and yet I found it difficult to reconcile
this practice with the generosity and benevolence which were
leading traits in their character. They are cleanly in their per-
sons, washing three or four times a day. They are cleanly in their
mode of cooking and manner of eating; and it was remarked, that
no islander was known to taste of any thing whatever, until he had
first applied it to his nose, and if it was in the slightest degree
tainted or offensive to the smell, it was always rejected. How then
can it be possible that a people so delicate, living in a country
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and their property should be secure, and that I should inflict the
mest exemplary punishment on such of my people as should be
known to impose on a friendly native; but that should a stone be
thrown, or an article stolen from me or my people, and the offend-
er not be given up to me, 1 should make the valley a scene of deso-
lation. The old woman was all attention to this discourse as deli-
vered through Wilson the interpreter; and I was about proceeding
when she requested me to stop. She now rose and commanded
silence among the multitude, which had considerably augmented
since my arrival, and addressed them with much grace and ener-
gy in a speech of about half an hour; exhorting them, as I under-
stood, to conduct themselves with propriety, and explaining to
them the advantages likely to result from a good understanding
with us. After she had finished, she took me affectionately by the
hand, and reminded me that I was her husband. 1, as usual, jes-
tingly claimed my rights as such; she pointed to her grand-daugh-
ters, and they smiled assent. All alarms now were subsided. T
inquired for Gattanewa, and was informed that he was at the pub-
lic square rejoicing over the bodies of the slain, but had been sent
for. 1 proceeded for the place and met the old man hastening
home. He had been out from the earliest dawn, and had not broken
his fast. He held in one hand a cocoa-nut shell, containing a quan-
tity of sour preparation of the bread-fruit, which is highly esteem-
ed by the natives, and in the otl.er a raw fish, which he occasion-
ally dipped into it as he ate it. As soon however as Wilson gave
him to understand that the practice of eating raw fish was disa-
greeable to me, he wrapped the remainder in a palm leaf, and
handed it to a youth to keep for him until 2 move convenient op-
portunity offered for indulging himself. On my way to the square
1 observed several young warriors hastening along towards the
place armed with their spears, at the ends of which were hung
plantains, bread-fruit, or cocoa-nuts, intended as offerings to their
gods; and on my approach to the square, I could hear them beat-
ing their drums and chanting their war-songs. I soon discover-
ed five or six hundred of them assembled about the dead bodies,
which were lying on the ground, still attached to the poles with
which they had been brought from the scene of action. The war-
tiors'were all armed with their spears, and several large drums
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bodies, and would attribute to them none of the honours of the
victory obtained over them. Overcome by their solicitude, I con-
sented to their request, and being in some measure satisfied that
these people were not cannibals, I consented to their keeping
two, on their promise that the others should be sent to the camp.
I remarked that as they brought back the dead bodies every per-
son carefully avoided touching, not only them, but even the blood
~on the poles to which they were slung, and in removing the cov-
- ering of cocoa-nut leaves, a stick instead of the hand was used for
the purpose: also that horror was marked on every countenance
when their numerous wounds of spears were exposed to view; for
it must be observed, that those who were covered with leaves bore
innumerable marks of the spears which had been thrust into them
at the moment of their death; the others had been despatched with
clubs, after they had been shot, the marks of which were to be
seen about their heads. This delicacy in concealing the wounded
body of an enemy, and their caution in avoiding the touch of the
blood or the dead carcasses, greatly staggered my belief of their
being cannibals, although they did not deny that they sometimes
eat their enemies, at least so we understood them; but it is possi-
ble we may have misunderstood. We had but little opportunity
of gaining a knowledge of their language while we remained
among them; but from the little we became acquainted with, we are
satisfied that it is not copious; few words serve to express all they
wish to say; and one word has oftentimes many significations; as
for example, the word motee signifies I thank you, I have enough,
I do not want ity I do not like it, keeft it yourself, take it away, &ec.
&c.  Maitee expresses every degree of injury which can happen
to a person or thing from the slightest harm to the most cruel
death. Thus a prick of the finger is mattee, to have a pain in any
partis matiee; mattee is to be sick, to be badly wounded is matzee,
and matree is to kill or be killed, to be broke (when speaking of
inanimate objects) to be injured in any way, even to be dirtied or
soiled is expressed by the word mazzee. Motakee, with slight
variation of the voice, signifies every degree of good, from a thing
merely tolerable, to an object of the greatest excellence; thus it
1S, 80, 80, good, very good, excellent: it signifies the qualitics and
 disposition of persons; thus they are toferable, likelyy handsome, ov
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proper that I should instruct him on every subject which has
come within my knowledge. The bread-fruit tree of this island
grows with great luxuriance, in extensive groves, scattered

branching out in a large and spreading top, which affords a beau-
tiful appearance and an extensive shade from the rays of the sun;
the trunk is about six feet in circumference; the lower branches
about twelve feet from the ground; the bark soft, and on being
in the slighest degree wounded exudes a milky juice, not unplea-
sant to the taste, which, on being exposed to the sun, forms an ex-
cellent bird-lime, and is.used by the natives as such, not only for
eatching birds, but a small kind of rat with which this island is
much infested. The leaves of this tree are sixteen inches long
and nine inches wide, deeply notched, somewhat like the fig leaf.
The fruit, when ripe, is about the size of a child’s head, green,
and divided by slight traces into innumerable six sided figures.
This fruit is somewhat eliptical in its shape, has a thin and deli-
cate skin, a large and tough core, with remarkable small seeds
situated in a spongy substance between the core and the eatable
part, which is next the rind. - It is eaten baked, boiled or roasted;
whole, quartered, or cut in slices, and cooked; either way was found

- exceedingly palatable, was greatly prefered by many to our soft

bread, which it somewhat resembled intaste, but was much sweeter;
it was found also very fine, when cut into slices and fried in butter
or lard. It keeps only three or four days, when gathered and hung
up; but the natives have a method of preserving it for several
years, by baking, wrapping it up in leaves, and burying it in the
earth: in that state it becomes very sour, and is then more highly
estecmed by them than any other food. The bread-fruit tree is
every thing to the natives of these islands. The fruit serves them
and their hogs for food throughout the year, and affords large sup-
plies to be laid up for a season of scarcity. The trees afford
them an agreeable and refreshing shade; the leaves are an excel-
lent covering for their houses; of the inner bark of the small
branches they make cloth; the juice, which exudes, enables them
to destroy the rats which infest them; and of the trunk of the tree
they form their canoes, many parts of their houses, and even their
gods. Describe to one of the natives of Madison’s Island a coun-
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ness, and gently expostulated with them on their imprudence, in
having insisted on hostilities with me. They expressed the ut-
most regret for their past folly, and hoped that I would aHow them
in future to live on the same friendly terms with me as Gattanes
wa and his people, stating their willingness to comply with every

~ thing I should exact from them in reason. I informed them that

as I had offered them peace, and they had rejected it, and had put
me to the trouble of chasdsing them, it was proper that we should
receive some compensation. We were in want of hogs and fruit,
and they had an abundance of them, and I wished them to give
me a supply, once a week, for my people, for which they should
be compensated in iron and such other articles as would be most
usefultothem. Gattanewe and many of his tribe were present, and
appeared charmed with the terms offered to the Happichs; said
they would henceforth be brothers, and obseryving that-I had not
yet presented my hand, took it affectionately and placed in that of
Mowattaeeh. After a short silence Mowartaceh observed that
we must suffer much from the rain in our tents, as they did not
appear capable of securing us from the wet. Yes, said Gattane-
wa, and we are bound to make the Hekai (a title which they ail
gave me) and his people comfortable while they remain with us.
Let every tribe at peace with him, build a house for their accom-
modation, and the people of the valley of Tiexhoy will show themn
the example by building one for the residence of Ofie¢-=. This.
proposal met with general applause, and people were immediate -
ly despatched to prepare materials for erecting the fabric next
day, at which time the Happahs promised to bring in their sup-
ply, and the day after to construct their house. In the course of
the day, the other chiefs of the Happahs came in with their flags
and subscribed to the terms proposed, and in less than two days I
received envoys from every tribe in the island, with the exception
enly of the warlike tribes of Tyfiees, of the valley of Viechee, and
the Hatecaaheottwohos, in the distant valley of Hannahow; the
first confiding in their strenth, valour, and position; the others in
their distance and numbers for their protection. The first had
always been victerious 1a all their wars and the terror of their en-
eniies; the others were their firm allies; neither had ever becn
driven; they had been taught by their priests to belisve that thev
YoL. II. .
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with eﬁuedmfm and neatness; e¢very man appeared to he master
of his business, and every tribe appeared to sirive which should
complete their house with most expedition and in the most per-
fect manner.

When the village was completed I distributed among them
several harpoons, and as usual gave them an opportunity of con-
tending for old iron hoops; all were perfectly happy and contented,
and it was the cause of great pleasure to Gattanewa and his peo-
ple that I praised the house they had built above all the rest.

It seems strange how a people living under no form of govern-
ment that we could ever perceive, having no chiefs over them who
appear to possess any authority, having neither rewards to stimu-
late them to exertion nor dread of punishment before them, should
be capable of conceiving and executing, with the rapidity of light-
ning, works which astonished us; they appear to act with one
mind, to have the same thought, and to be operated on by the same
impulse; they can be compared only to the beaver, whose instinct
teaches them to design and execute works much claim our ad-
miration. Of all the labour which most surprised me that of
carrying the gun to the mountains seemed the greatest. I have
since, with much difficulty, and at the hazard of breaking my neck,
travelled the path by which it was carried, or rather I have scram-
bled along the sides of the precipices, and have climbed the al-
most perpendicular rocks and mountains to the summits of which
they succeeded in raising it; and I never should have believed it
possible that a people so devoid of artificial means of assisting la-
bour, should have been able to perform a task so truly herculian,
I inquired by what manner they had divided the labour among
themselyes in order that each might share his proportion of it.
They told me they had carried it by valleys, that is, the people of
one valley, has agreed to take it a certain distance, when it was
tobe received and carried on by those of another valley, and so on
to the top of the mountain. This was all the information I could
obtain on the subject; no doubt they had recourse to some mode
of apportioning the labour among themselves; for it was obsery-
ed that they, from time to time, relieved each other, and that
some were occupicd solely in the transportation of the carriage.
The g’ﬂmﬂ brought down again, without any desire being ex-
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ol his life scramble over the loose stones of a wall in preference
to going threugh the gate-way. The matt on which Gattanewa
reposes is held in such respect, that it cannot be touched by a fe-
male, not even by his wife and family, whese matts in turn are ta-
booed for those of an inferior class. Indeed there are women, and
some of the handsomest on the island, whose parents are consid-
ered wealthy and respectable, but they dare not walk or sitona
matt, they are not of royal blood, and this is a prerogative which
seems confined to them.

Gattanewa has his servants, who perform for him and his fami-
ly many domestic services, such as cooking, bringing water,
&c. it does not appear, however, that he has any claims on their
services, he gives them food, and as long as it suits them they
stay; they mix with his family, occupy the same room, and a
stranger on entering the house of Gattanewa, would not know
him from one of his domestics.

By the time our village was completed, every thing had been
taken out of the frigate; the powder and provisions deposited on
board the prizes, and the ship had been thoroughly smoaked with
charcoal, to destroy the rats, which, on opening the hatches, were
found in great numbers dead about the large pots in which the

-fires were made: several tubs full of them were collected and

thrown overbnard, and it was supposed that exclusive of the young,
which were killed in the nests and could not he found, we did
not destroy a less number than from twelve to fifteen hundred.
The caulking and other repairs of the ship went on with much .
expedition and regularity, and among other defects we found her
main-top-mast in a very decayed state; we were however enabled
to replace it with a spare one on board, and every thing promised

.that we should not meet with many embarrassments or delays,

As soon, however, as our painting commenced we felt the want
of oil. We caught two remarkably large sharks, and endeavoured
to substitute the oil extracted from their livers, but found it would
not answer; we next tried black-fish oil, but it did not succeed:
fortunately finding a small quantity of the oil of the black-whale
on board our prizes, we found it answered nearly as well to paint
as that which is extracted from flax-seed and generally known by
fhe name of linsced oil; with this we were enabled to improve the
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terms with me, as he might take his choice, either peace or war.
On the return of the messenger, he informed me, that Temaa Ti-
pee desired nothing more ardently than peace, and that he should
have been more punctual in the performance of his engagements
had not the Happahs refused to permit him and his tribe a pas-
sage through their valley: (I suspected this to be false, I knew that
the Happahs dare not act so contrary to my wishes) he, however,
promised to bring his supplies by water in future punctually, and
in the course of the day after the return of the messenger, land-
ed at the beech in front of the village with six large canoes laden
with hogs and fruit. His complaint of the Happahs had induced
me to send a messenger immediately to that tribe, with a threat
of punishment, in case of future difficulties between them and the
tribes with whom I was at peace; they denied positively having
refused him a passage, and strengthened their assertions with
fresh.supplies.

On the arrival of Temaa Tipee I remonstrated with him on
the falsehood he had told me; he assured me that as he return-
ed home from my camp, they had not only threatened, but had
thrown stones at him, calling him coward, and threatening to
drive him off his land; but on a closer inquiry I found that I had
been misinformed as to the tribe that had treated him so cava-
lierly. It had been the warlike tribe of the Typees of the val-
ley of Vicehee, who had excited so much alarm in the minds of
the Shouemes. They had always been the allies of each other;
their valleys were only separated by a small ridge, they had in-
termarried and became almost as one tribe. The principal vil-
lages of the Shouemes were situated near the water, and whol-
ly exposed to our attacks, while those of the Typees were con-
sidered as secured by their distance from the sea, and the al-
most impenetrable forests and perpendicular mountains by which
only they were to be approached. The first consulted prudence,
the others felt their own strength and security, and confided in
them, and losing sight of the exposed situation of the Shoue-
mes, attributed their conduct to cowardice alone, and spurned
them as a degenerate tribe, unworthy of future alliance with them.
‘Temaa Tipee claimed my protection, which I promised him; he

then requested me to exchange names; 1 told him I had but
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after a silence of a few minutes told me he would send his son
to advise them to be friendly with us; nay, said the old man, I will
go myself; they are not aware of the dreadful effects of bouhies,
and they must not suffer in consequence of their ignorance. I told
him to send his son, that he was too old to proceed to so great a
distance, and that I would wait his return before I determined
what course to pursue. In twodays he returned and was desired
by the Typees to tell Gattanewa and all the people of the valley
of Ticuhoy that they were cowards—that we had beat the Hap-
pahs because the Happahs were cowards; thatas to myselfand my
people, we were white lizards, mere dirt; and as the most con-_
temptible epithet which they could apply, said we were the poste:
riors and the privates of the Taeehs. We were, said they, inca-
pable of standing fatigue, overcome by the slightest heat and want
of water, and could not climb the mountains without Indians
to assist us and carry our arms; and yet we talked of chastising
the Typees, a tribe which had never been driven by an enemy,
and as their gods informed them were never to be driven. They
dared us to come into their valley, and said they would convince
us they did not dread our bouhies as much as they were dreaded
by the cowardly tribes of the Taeehs, Happahs, and Shouemes.
Now, said Gattanewa, I consent to war, they deserve chastisement;
and Mouina shortly afterwards appeared at the village boiling
with rage, and in rather a peremtory tone insisted on immediate
hostilities. My aim was to render all the tribes subservient to
my views, and I Llw“ it necessary to check the manner of
Mouina, lest it might become contagious, and I should find a dif-
ficulty in keeping them in that subjugation by which only we could
render ourselves secure. I told him, therefore, that I did not
need his advice, and that I should go to war or make peace when
I thought proper, without consulting him; that it was only neces-
sary that he should do as I directed him, and every thing must be
left to my management. [ further told him to leave our village
until he could learn to conduct himself more respectfully. He
walked off a few paces among the crowd, then turning round, cool-
ly said, he believed I wasa great coward. Forgetting that this
was the observation of a mere Indian, 1 seized a musket and pur-

sucd Qim; he retreated among the crowd, and on my approaching
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the reviews they appeared greatly to pride themselves on the
beauty and splendor of their men of war: they are not however so
fleet as might be expected, as our whale boats could beat them
with great ease.

Their fishing canoes are vessels of a larger and fuller con-
struction, many of them being six feet in width and of an equal
depth; they are managed with paddles more resembling an oar,
and are, in some measure, used as such, but in a perpendicular po-
sition, the fulcrum resting on the outriggers projecting from each
side; with those they proceed to the small bays on the coast, where
they fish with the scoop net, and with the hook and line  They
have also smaller canoes, which are commonly nothing more than
the hollow keels of the large ones, after the upper works are ta-
ken off; these are furnished with outriggers, and are used for
fishing about the harbour. The canoes used for the purpose of
navigating from one island to another, a navigation very common,
are similar in their construction to the larger kind of fishing ca-
noes, and are secured two together by beams lashed across. These
are called double canoes, and are furnished with a triangular sail
made of amatt similar to that generally called 2 shoulder-of-mut-
ton sail, but placed in an inverted position, the hypothenuse form-
ing the foot of the sail, to which is secured a boom. These are
also worked during a calm with paddles, and appear capable of
resisting the sea for a long time. The canoes formed for the sole
purpose of going in search of new lands arc of a still larger con-
struction, and are rigged in the same manner. They use also oc-

_casionally a kind of cattamanaw, which they construct in a few

minutes, and a kind of surf board, similar to that used by the na-
tives of the Sandwich Islands; these, however, scarcely deserve to
be enumerated among their vessels, as they are used chiefly by
the boys and girls, and are intended solely for paddling about the
harbour.

About this time I discovered a conspiracy on foot among my
prisoners; their object was to possess themselves of the Lssex
Junior, and the plan and method by which they expected to effect
this object was as follows:

They had all been permitted to go on shore and on board
the different vessels whenever they wished, on a promise of con-
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amination, reported to me that the centinel was lying down asleep,
and that he had not disturbed him. I determined now, should this
be the case, to punish him as he deserved. I felt the necessity
of vigilance, not only on account of our prisoners, but on account
of the natives. 1 felt persuaded that we owed the friendly foot-
ing on which we now stoed with them entirely to our convincing
them we were always on our guard, and I was determined that
the safety of the whole should not be hazarded by the neglect of
the marines. I therefore seized my pistol, and followed by the
scrgeant and a guard proceeded for the bake-house, where we
found the culprit fast asleep, his musket lying beside him. I di-
rected him to be seized, and at the same moment he was wound-
ed through the fleshy part of the thigh; this example had a pro-
per effect, and rendered every person more vigilant, particularly
the marines. 1 shall make no further comments on this affair: if
the punishment should appear a severe one, let those who cen-
sure me place themselves for a moment in my situation: I was far
distant from the means of obtaining a judicial inquiry into his of-
fence, which would probably have terminated fatally for him;
promptness and vigilance on my part were the only sure guarantees
tothe success of a cruize as eventful and as extraordinary perhaps
as any that was ever made.

As I before observed, Sunday night was the period fixed on
by the conspirators for making their attempt; but it unfortunately
(or rather fortunately) for them it so happened that a ship hove

}in sight off the mouth of the harbour on Saturday afternoon, and
' on discovering us stood off to sea under a press of sail. The

Essex Junior immediately slipped her cables and gave chace to
her, and not expecting her back before Monday, I put all my
prisoners in irons, and thus at once frustrated a scheme which
had wholly engrossed them for the last week; and with a deter-
mination that I would make them suffer for violating their parole,
I sent them all on shore to the village, and set them to work in
building a wall to surround it, which was finished before my de-
parture from the island.

On Sunday afternoon the Essex Junior arrived: Mr. Downes
bad spoke the stranger, she proved to be the American ship Al-
batross, from the Sandwich islands, and had come for the purpose
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j ‘mch as refused to enlist, but would bind themselves to do duty,
.' might remain on board till I would have an opportunity of putting
| them on shore in some civilized part; they should be supplied
| with provisions; but should be allowed neither pay nor prize-money.
Such as wished their discharge were called on for their names,
in order that their discharge might be made out in form, and they
were all informed that the shipping papers were laid open for
all such as wished to enter. I now was about proceeding to the
punishment of Dunn, when most of the officers, petty officers and
seamen came forward and solicited his pardon, stating that he ap-
peared intoxicated at the time he made the observation and not
sensible of the offence he committed. Dunn also begged fergive-
ness most earnestly, and hoped whatever other punishment I
might inflict I would not turn him on shore; he was sensible his
offence had been a great one, but pleaded irtoxication, and as a
proof of his attachment to the ship requested his name to be
: placed first on the list. I thought it on the whole adviseable to
pardon him, the men were dismissed, every man of all the ships
re-entered except one, who from some foolish whim did not wish
to re-enlist, although he was desirous of remaining doing duty
and receiving pay. I determined not to depart from the princi-
ples laid down; I stopped his pay, and afterwards sent him to
America in the New Zealander. This affair (which when join-
ed to conspiracies, neglect of duty, and my difficulties with the
tribes had caused me much uneasiness) was now settled. The ar-
rival of the Albatross was hailed by our seamen as the most joy-
ful event: she had brought from Canton a cargo suited to this
Island, consisting of beads and various other trinkets, to exchange
with the natives for sandal-wood. She soon procured all that
was to be obtained, and disposed of to our seamen the principal
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part of her remaining trade at the most exorbitant prices; they
had all received their advance money; it was to them useless trash,
and soon disposed of for such articles as would be most likely to
please their female friends, who seon hearing of the abundance
of ficefiees (for so they called beads) and other tie fies, with which
our men were supplied, flocked round our settlement from every
tribe with whom we were at peace; for it must be observed
that in all our treaties, the first point insisted on by the chiefs of
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“Qur rights to this island being founded on priority of discove-
ry, conquest, and possession, cannot be disputed; but the natives,
to secure to themselves that friendly protection which their de-
fenceless situation so much required, have requested to be admit-
ted into the great American family, whese pure republican poli-
cy approaches so near their own; and in order to encourage these
views to their own interest and happiness, as well as to render
secure our claim to an island valuable, on many considerations, I
' have taken on myself to promise them they shall be so adopted;

' that our chief shall be their chief; and they have given assurances
that such of their brethren as may hereafter visit them from the
United States shall enjoy a welcome and -hospitable reception
among them, and be furnished with whatever refreshments and
supplies the island may afford; that they will protect them against
all their enemies, and, as far as lies in their power, they will pre-
vent the subjects of Great Britain (knewing them to be such) from
coming among them until peace shall take place between the two
nations.

“ Presents consisting of the produce of the island to a great
amount have been brought in by every tribe in the island, not ex-
ke cepting the most remote, and have been enumerated as follows,
' viz. ;

“ Six tribes in the valley of Tieuhoy called the Taechs, viz. |
i Hoattas, 2 Maouhs, 3 Houneeahs, 4 Pakeuhs, 5 Hekuabs, 6 Hav-
i vouhs.

“ Six tribes of the Happahs, | Nicekees, 2 Tattievows, 3 Pa-

chas, 4 Keekahs, 5 Tekaahs, 6 Muttawhoas.

. “Three tribes of the Maamatwuahs, | Maamatwuahs, 2 Tioahs,
, 3 Cahahas. :
 Three tribes of the Attatokahs, I Attatokahs, 2 Takeeahs,

3 Paheutahs.

“ Nieekees, one tribe.

“Twelve tribes of the Typees, | Poheguahs, 2 Naeguals,
3 Attayiyas, 4 Cahunukohas, 5 Tomavaheenahs, 6 Tickeymahues,
7 Mooacekas, 8 Atteshows, 9 Attestapwyhunahs, 10 Attehacoes;
11 Attetomohoys, 12 Attakakahaneuahs. :

“ Most of the above have requested to be taken under the pro-
tection of our flag, and all have been willing to purchase, on any
terms, a friendship which promises to them so many advantages.
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The wooding, watering, and taking on board the provisions
and stores went on expeditiously, and all appeared to exert them-
selves to hasten our departure. The Albatross remained with us
but a few days, when she sailed on her return to the Sandwich
Islands; but previous to her departure I sold to her commander
the guns mounted on Fort Madison solely with a view of doing
away any impression as to my motives in mounting them there:
all now supposed that it was done only with a view of going
through the formality of taking possession; but at a suitable time
after her departure they were replaced by others.

On the Albatross going to sea, which was on the 24th of No-
vember, I sent some of my boats to tow her out, and went on
board myself to deliver to the captain all our letters, carefully put
up in lead, to be thrown overboard in case of capture. I wentas
far as the mouth of the harbour, when finding the morning plea-
sant and the sea smooth I determined to proceed to the bay, which
I had understood was to the westward, for the purpose of giving it
an examination. I accordingly despatched Myr. Shaw to the fri-
zate for arms, and on his rejoining me we put off and arrived in
the bay we were in search of in about an hour and a half; the dis-
tance from Massachusetts Bay was supposed to be about eight
miles, the coast between being generally iron bound, with the ex-
ception of two beaches and some coves making in, which did not
appear to offer any shelter or other advantages. The bay, of
which we could see no traces, until we were very close in with
it, 1s narrow at its entrance and makes in two coves, the most east-
ern of which affording the best shelter and landing, but appears
destitute of inhabitants and (I concluded also) of water, as I could
perceive no rivulets. We landed in the western cove, near the
village, and at the mouth of a beauntiful rivulet which was mean-
dering through the valley, and is of sufficient depth for their larg-
est canoes to enter. On landing, many of the natives came to the
beach, who seemed dispesed to treat us in the most friendly man-
ner; but apprehensive of being troubled by their numbers 1 drew
a line in the sand at some distance about the boats, and informed
them they were tabbooed, and as an additional security to us, 1
caused all the arms to be loaded and ready for service on the first
alarm, and centincls placed over them. Shortly after this the
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ed, and the Jower tier and sides are carefully covered with plan-

tain leaves, on which the hog is laid after having his inside filled

with hot stones enveloped with leaves; the whole is then covered
with the same kind of leaves, and the remaining stones are laid on
him, over which is placed another covering of leaves, and this is
covered with dirt, which had been taken from the hole: in the
course of an hour it is perfectly cooked, the coverings are careful-
ly removed, and the meat served up on clean plantain leaves, and
no mode of cooking can possibly excel it in point of taste, clean-
liness, or appearance. The bread-fruit is also enveloped in plan-
tain leaves and roasted in the embers. When the hog was cook-
ed it was served up to us in the circle, and we amused ourseives
in dividing the choicest pieces among the handsomest girls, who
testified much pleasure at the attentions paid to them, after which
we extended our civilities to the other women, and divided the re-
mainder among the men, after reserving a small portion to our-
selves. A daughter of Gattanewa was among them; she was the
wife of the chief who had met us on our arrival; she seemed no
less friendly disposed than her husband, and embraced me as her
father, reminding me frequently that from the exchange of names
T had become such; from her filial affection she bestowed on me
a bountiful supply of the red and yellow paint with which she was
covered, and insisted on my sending away my boats and people
and remaining with them untll the next day, and no excuse that
I could offer for my return to the ship would satisfy her; they all
joined in her solicitations, and, as an inducement for me to remain,
promised me the choicest matts to sleep on and the handsomest
girls in the village to sing me to sleep. After our repast all the
women joined in a song, which was accompanied by the clapping
of hands; it lasted near halfan hour, and was not unmusical. I in-
quired the subject of it, and was informed by Wilson that it was
the history of the loves of a young man and a young woman of
their valley: they sung their mutnal attachment and the praises of
their beauty; described with raptures the handsome beads and
whales” teeth ear rings with which she was bedecked, and the
Jarge whales tooth which hung from his neck. They afterwards
joined in a short song which they appeared to compose as they
sung, in which I could plainly distinguish the words Ofiotee, fi tics,
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came to a small opening on the hank of a river, from the thicket
on the opposite side of which we were assailed with a shower of
atones, when lieutenant Downes receiyed a blow which shattered
the bone of his left leg, and he fell. We had left parties in ambush
in our rear, which we had not been able to dislodge, and to trust
him to the Indians alone to take back was hazarding too much. I
was fearful of weakening my force by sending a party to escort
him, and to have returned back would have been construed by the
allied tribes into a defeat. They had taken noactive part, they sat
as silent observers of our operations, the sides of the mountains
were still covered with them, and myself as well as the Taechs
had no slight grounds to doubt the fidelity of the Happahs; a de-
feat would no doubt have sealed our destruction. I had come with
aforce very inadequate to reduce them to terms, as I had recieved
wrong impressions as to the country through which we had to
pass; but since we had come it was necessary something should
be done to convince them of our superiority. The Indians began to
leave us, all depended on our own exertions, and no time was to
be lost in deliberation. I therefore directed Mr. Shaw with four
men to-escort lieutenant Downes to the beach; this with the party I
had left for the protection of the boats reduced my number totwenty-
four men. As we continued our march the number of our allies be-
came reduced, and even the brave Mouina, the first to expose
himself, began to hang back; while he kept in advance, he had,
by the quickness of his sight, which was astonishing, put us on
our guard as the stones and spears came, and enabled us to elude
them, but now they came too thick even for him to withstand.
We soon came to the place for fording the river; in the thick
bushes of the opposite banks of which the Typees, who were
here very numerous, made a bold stand, and showered on us their
spears and other missiles; here our advance was for a few mi-
nutes checked, the banks of the river remarkably steep, but par-
ticularly on the side we were, which would render our retreat dif-
ficult and dangerous in case of a repulse; the stream was rapid,
the water deep, and the fording difficult and hazardous on account
of the exposed situation we should be in while crossing. We en-
deavoured in vain to clear the bushes of the opposite bauks with
onr musketry. Thﬁ,ﬂmes and spears flow with augmented
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il it could be brought to us, I mentioned my intentions to my
- people, exhorted then to save their ammunition as much as possi-
ble, and despatched lieutenant Gamble with a detachment of four
men to the beach, there to take a boat and proceed to the Essex
Junior for a fresh supply. We were from the time of his depar-
ture chiefly occupied in eluding the stones which came with re-
doubled force and numbers. Our fire had become slackened, a few
muskets only occasionally were fired to convince them we were
not yet disposed to retreat. My number was now reduced to nine-
teen men; there was no officer but myself; the Indians had all de-
serted me except Mouina; and to add to our critical and danger-
ous situation, three of the men remaining with me were knocked
down with stones. Mouina begged me to retreat, crying mattec!
mattee: The wounded entreated me to permit the others to carry
them to the beach, but I had none to spare to accompany them.
I saw no hopes of succeeding against them, so long as they kept
their strong hold; and determined to endeavour to draw them out
by a feint retreat, and by this means to gain some advantage. For
to return without gaining some advantage would, I believed, have
rendered an attack from the Happahs certain. I communicated
my intentions; directed the wounded to be taken care of; gave or-
ders for all to run until we were concealed by the bushes, and then
halt. We retreated fora few paces, and in an instant the Indians
rushed on us with hideous yells. The first and second which ad-
vanced were killed at the distance of a few paces, and those who
attempted to carry them off were wounded. This checked.
them, they abandoned their dead and precipitately retreated to
their fort. Not a moment was now to be lost in gaining the oppo-
site side of the river. Taking advantage of the terror they were
thrown into, we marched off with our wounded. Scarcely had we
crossed the river before we were attacked with stones; but here
they halted, and we returned to the beach much fatigued and har-
rassed with marching and fighting, and with no contemptible opi-
nion of the enemy we had encountered or the difficulties we should
have to surmount in conquering them.
On my arrival I found the boat which had been missing, to-
gether with a reinforcement of men from the Essex Junior, and a
supply of ammunitien. 1 was desirous of sounding the Typees
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senrcely arrived at the ship before the Typees rushed on our allies,
whe had remained behind, and drove them into their canoes and
into the water; we sprung into our boats, and pulled towards the
shore, when they precipitately retreated, and our allies pursued
in turn, and knocked over with a stone one of the Tyvpee warriors,
whose body they triumphantly bore off. Finding they would not
fage us in a clear space, and being perfectly sick of bush fighting,
I returned to Massachusetts Bay with my boats, and directed the
Essex Junior to follow when the wind suited.

The next day I determined to proceed with a force which 1
believed they could pot resist, and selected two hundred men from
the Essex, the Kssex Junior (which had now arrived), and from
the prizes. I directed boats to be prepared to start with them
before day light next morning, and cautioned every one to be se-
cret as to my intentions, not wishing to be annoyed by the noise
and confusion of either of the tribes of Indians, whom we had al-
ways found useless to us. In the evening the boats being found
leaky and unable to carry the men, I caused the party to be sent
on shore and determined to go by land. We had a fine moon-
light night, and I hoped to be down in the Typee valley long be-
fore daylight. We had guides which we supposed could be de-
pended upon for their knowledge of the road, and supposing we
should be unaccompanied by many Indians, calculated by our si-
lence to take them by surprise, and make several prisoners, which
would be more likely to bring them to terms than any number of
them we could expect to kill. The Essex’s crew composed the
main body, the rest being divided into scouting parties headed by
their respective officers. I gave the orders for marching, and sent
word of my intentions to Grattanewa, in order that neither him nor
his people might be alarmed by our warlike movements. I di-
rected the party sent in advance to halt as soon as they had gain-
ed the top of the mountain until I came up with the main body.
There I intended encamping for the night, should our men not be
able to stand the fatigue of a longer march. Several gave out be-
fore we reached the summit, which we did in about three hours,
with great difficulty; but after resting a short time, and finding
ourselves refreshed, the moon shining out bright; and our guides
informing ‘us (though very incorrectly) that we were not more












(A

ey

T TR

PORTER’S JOU ANAL. > Yok

pahs, and were shown into the public square; Around this place
were several vacant houses which had, in all appearance, been va-
cated on our account: in these I quartered my officers and men,
assigning to each ship’s crew their abode, after which I took
possession of the one 1 had chosen for myself, in front of which the
American ensign was hoisted; and after placing guards, and taking
such precautions as our situation rendered necessary, I retired to
sleep; my recommending to others to do the same was unneces-
sary. We saw no appearance of cooking hogs however, no fruit
was brought in, nor did the natives appear disposed to accommo-
date us further than to abandon to us their houses: every thing was
taken out of them, and we were left to shift for ourselves in the best
manner we could. I requested a matt to sleep on, but it was
long before one could be obtained: I wanted a piece of cloth to
wrap round my loins, while my clothes were washing and drying,
and it was with great difficulty I could get it; many of my people
were complaining of hunger and could get nothing to eat, although
the valley abounded in hogs and fruit. The Happahs assembled
about us, armed with their clubs and spears; and the women, who
had at first crowded round us, now began to abandon us. Every
thing bore the appearance of a hostile disposition on the part of
the Happahs: our friends the Tayeehs cautioned us to be on our
guard. Idirected every one to keep their arms in their hands,
ready to assemble at a moment’s warning. I now sent for their
chief and required to know if they were hostilely disposed. 1 told
him it was necessary we should have something to eat, and that
I expected his people to bring us hogs and fruit, and if they did
not do so 1 should be under the necessity of sending out partfes
to shoot them and to cut down their fruit trees, as our people were
too much fatigued to climb them. T also directed that they
should lay by their spear§ and clubs. No netice being taken of
these demands, I caused many of their spears and clubs to be ta-
ken from them and broken, and sent ‘parties out to shoot hogs,
while others were employed in cutting down cocoa-nut and banana
trees until we had a sufficient supply. I now expostulated with
them on their unfriendly conduct, compared their reception of us
to that given by Gattanewa, and appealed to Tawattaa and Moui-
na (who had both arrived) for the correctness of my statement,
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the iron harpoon, but such was their methud of using those made
of bone and wood (which required an extraordinary force to drive
them into the fish) and when they changed their instruments they
continued their old practices. They go out frequently with the
young harpooners to exercise them in striking, and they gene-
rally make choice of a time when the sea is rough to accustom
them to balance themselves in the bow of the canoe, in which
consists the chief of their art. The skin of the devil fish is used
by them to make heads tq their drums; it also, as well as that of
the shark, is used for rasps in the working of wood into different
forms, which is done by securing slips of it to pieces of wood
something in the form of a razor strap.

They shave their heads or rather their barbers shave them
with a shark’s tooth, shells, but now most commonly with a piece
of iron hoop ground down to so sharp an edge as to remove the
hair without giving much pain. The beard of the young men and
the hair under the arms of both men and womenis plucked out by
means of shells, and there e certain other partsof the body where
the females pay as little respect to the works of nature. The fe-
males at times, but\gy what occasion I do not know, shave their
heads close; but T am induced to believe such occasions are rare,
as some wear their hair long, some cut short, and some cropt
close, while some are close shaved. They have such varieties
in wearing their hair I could not discover any fashion which seem-
ed to prevail over the others, except among the young men, to
which class it seemed wholly confined; their custom is to put it
up in two knots, one on each side of the head, and they are se-
cured with white strips of cloth, and with a degree of necatness
and taste which might defy the art ol our best head dressers to
equal. The old men wéar it sometimes cut short, sometimes the
head is shaved, and they sometimes have their head entirely shav-
ed except one lock on the crown, which is worn loose or put up
in a knot; but this latter mode of wearing the hair is only adopted
by them when they have a solemn vow, as to revenge the death of
some near relation, &c. and in such case the lock is never cut off until
they have fulfilled their promise. Besides the shark’s tooth and
iron hoop razors, they make use of a brand of fire to singe off and
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stage erected either in a house vacated for the purpose, in which
the coffin is placed, or a small house of sufficient size to contain
the coffin is built in front of a tabhooed house on the platform of
stones in which the coffin is deposited: the former is practised
with the corps of women, the latter with those of men; guar-
dians are appointed to sleep near and protect them. When the
flesh is mouldered from the bones, they are, as I have been in-
formed, carefully cleansed: some are kept for relics and some are
deposited in the morais.

Their fans, of which they are very careful, are made with sur-
prising neatness, and consist of a curious piece of matt work, of a
semi-circular form, attached to a handle, generally representing
four figures of their gods, two above and twoe below, squatting
back to back. The fans are made of a stiff kind of grass, or per-
haps the palmetto leaf, and the handles either of sandal wood, tea,
ivory, or human bones, neatly carved into figures of their gods.
These fans are held in high estimation by them, and they take
much pains in preserving them clean, whitening them from time
to time with chalk, or some other similar substance. This ap-
pendage to their dress, I am informed, is common to all the
islands of the groups of Marquesas and Washington; indeed we
saw several at Rooahoogah.

Mr. Fluerien in his narrative of the voyage of captain Marchand
sives the following description of the fans seen by that navigator
while at St. Christiana: “ Among their ornaments, we may like-
« wise reckon large fans, formed of the fibres of some plaited
« hark or coarse grass, which they frequently whiten with lime,
“and which they make use of to cool themselves; and parasels
« made of large palm leaves, which they adorn with feathers of
« different sizes and various colours.” (Page 156, vol. i.)

This description is badly calculated to give a correct idea of
their neatness, I may say elegance, which is not surpassed by any
other work to be found among them. In his description of their
stilts, he is very minute and accurate, and equally incorrect in his
conjectures as tg their use; he supposes them intended for the
purpose of fording the streams, which he believes are occasioned
by the frequent inundations to which he thinks the island is lia-
ble: I can assure Mr. Fleurien that they are used only for amuse-
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dant, with beautiful green plumage like a parrot. A blue kind
of paroquet. A bird resembling a lark, and a beautiful white bird
with black legs and bill, and web footed, which is seen frequently
hovering over and lighting on the trees: this must certainly be an
aquatic bird from its being web-footed, yet I never saw it frequent
the water, although it generally kept about the trees low down in
the valley; nothing can exceed the whiteness and delicacy of the
feathers of this bird; its body is not larger than that of a snipe; its
wings are long and apparently intended for a great flight; its head
is large and rather disproportioned to its size, and its eyes are pro-
minent and black. :

Fish were not caught in abundance either by the natives or
ourselves; our constant occupations did not admit of our devoting
much time to that object, and their mode of fishing might not
have succeeded so well as ours, 'We saw in the bay vast num-
bers of albacores, ory as they are sometimes called, (and are so
called by the natives) cavallas which were in constant pursuit of
shoals of small fish not dissimilar mn their appearance to the an-
chovy. Of this small kind of fish, the boys of the ship caught
gregt numbers with a kind of scoop net along side of the frigate.
A small red fish, rather longer and thicker than the finger, was
frequently brought to me by the natives and was remarkable for
its delicacy. Several other kind of fish, some resembling a pearch
in form and size, and some shaped like the pargee, but with va-
riegated colours, were also brought; but I never at any time saw
a large fish which had been taken by them except a devil fish,
This last mentioned fish, with sharks and porpoises, frequent
the bay: the manner of catching the latter is truly surprising.
‘When a shoal comes in, they get outside of them with their ca-
noes and forming a semi-circle, by splashing with their paddles,
hallooing, and jumping over board, so alarm the fish, that they
push for shoal water and thence to the beach, where the natives
pursue and take them. In this mamner whole shoals are caught.

This island, besides the fruit and vegetables already men-
fioned, produces a fruit somewhat resembling a large bean; while
in the pod and when roasted its taste is like that of a chesnut; it
grows on a tree of moderate height, but is not abundant.
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We would not kill him, as did the tribe of which the missionary
informed me; we would thank him for his good intentions and
give bim, as we gave the missionary, sheiter and food while he
remained among us. Our gods supply us with bread-fruit and
cocoa-nuts, bananas and tarra in abundance; we are perfectly con-
tented and we feel satisfied, there is no other such island to be
found as Nooaheevah, nor a valley more happy than the valley of
Tieuhoy: you who reside in the moon come to get the produce of
our island; why would you visit us, if your own gods and your own
isiand could supply all your wants. The gods of white men, we
believe, are greater than our gods, because white men, are them-
selves superior to us. The gods of white men were intended for
them alone. The gods of Nooaheevah were intended soleiy for
us. I must here remark that these people are fully pursuaded
that we reside in the moon, and that we owe the fairness of our
skin entirely to the colour of that luminary; they are sensible that
England and America are two distinct countries, or rather islands,
or vallrys situated in the same island; and they were astonished
that while the two fribes were at war we should suffer our pri-
soners to live.

No people are more strongly attached to their soil than the
natives of Nooaheevah; no persuasions whatever, no offers of re-
ward (not even of whales’ teeth) can induce them to leave their
beloved isiand, their friends, and relations. And the only tirnes
that I ever discovered anger strongly marked on their countenan-
ces was when, for my amusement, I proposed to their children or
brothers to take them to America. Indeed I should have been
glad that one or two of their young men would have consented to
go with me, if I had been certain of having it in my power to re-
turn them to their native island: but the apprehension that this
might not be the case, prevented my being so solicitous as I
otherwise should have been. It is true, they have not the same
aversion to leaving their island to search for other lands; but they
are taught by traditions that those are not the countries of white
me, they arc islands abounding in bread-fruit, cocoa-nuts, tarra,
kava, and such other productions as are to them in higher esti-
mation than any other; they are the lands belonging to the great
nation of which they make a part, which speak the same language,
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Giallapagos, but it is evidently older, more covered with verdure,
which has consequently; produced streams of water and rendered
it more suitable for the residence of man. The same may be said of
all the islands composing the groups of Marquesas and Washing-
ton. Intouching on this subject, I expect to show, that a consid-
erable degree -of confidence should be placed not only in their his-
torical relations, but in their accounts of islands which have yet
remained undiscovered by navigators.

It has been scen by the traditionary accounts given me by
Gattanewa that Oataia and Ovanova his wife came from an island
called Vavao (somewhere below Nooaheevah) and peopled this
island. It is said he brought with him a variety of plants, and that
his forty children, with the exception of one (Po, or night) were
named after those plants. A mong the group of the Friendly Islands
is a fine island called Vavao which produces every thing in com-
mon with Tongataboo, and the other islands of the group; the
productions of which differ little from those of Nooaheevah. The
Friendly Islands are about thirty-five degrees to the westward of
the Washington group, and this circumstance may, by some,be con-
sidered as an insurmountable obstacle to the navigation from the
former to the latter group, on the supposition that the winds in
this part of the world always blow from the castward: il this was
the case, and there were no intermediate islands, the difficulty of
getting so far to windward in canoes, however perfect they may
have been, would be great, and perhaps it would have been alto-
gether impossible to have surmounted them. This, however, is
not the case; the winds, sometimes for several days together, blow
from the north west,as well as from the south west, and re-
move all difficulties as to the navigation from the leeward to the
windward islands; and this I myself experienced on leeaving the
islands, for in three days from the time of my departure I made
nine degrees of longitude easterly, the winds blowing chiefly
from N.N.E. to N.W. therefore a continuation of winds equally fa-
vourable would have enabled me in twelve days to have navigated
from the Friendly to the Washington Islands: but it is not likely
that the N.W. or S.W. winds prevail for so long a period at any
one time, nor was it necessary Qataia should have made so short
a passage; he had many places where he could stop and recruit
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The cocoa-nut tree, as I before remarked, was said to have
been brought from Ootoopoo, an island which is suppused by the
natives to be situated somewhere to the windward of La Magda-
lena. ]

None of our navigators have yet discovered an island of that
name, so situated; but in examining the chart of 7ufia, that na-
tive of the island of Ulitea who lelt there with captain Cook on
his first voyage, we find nearly in the place assigned by the na-
tives of Nooaheevah to Ootoofico an island called Ootoo. P,
which significs night, black, or dark, may be an addition of our
islanders or an omission of Tupia’s; this chart, although not drawn
with the accuracy which could be expected from our hydrogra-
phers, was, nevertheless, constructed by sir Joseph Banks under
the direction of 7T'ufiia, and was of great assistance to Cook and
other navigators in discovering the islands he has named. He
had himself visited upwards of eighty, of which he gave the
pames, and among others he has named the islands composing
the Marquesas group as thc}' are called by the natives, and as this
was done on the first voyage of Cook, and as they were not
known to Europeans before that period, but by the name of saints
which the Spaniards imposed on them, it could not have been from
them he derived his knowledge of them, but from some of the
navigators of this great nation; for Tupia, although the greatest
voyager of his nation, does not pretend that he ever was so far to
windward. The intercourse between the most distant of those
islands does not scem difficult or even rare to the natives, although
to us it may seem so extraordinary; but we are apt to forget that
those islands are situated in an ocean seldom troubled by tempests,
and from its remarkable serenity is denominated the Pacific. Of
the existence of Ootoo or Ootoofioa there cannot be a doubt: Tupia
reccived such information from the accounts of other npvigators :
as enabled him to give it a position on his chart near fifty years
ago, and the position now ascribed to it by Gartanewa, differs little
from that of T'upiia, ’

Of Nookuidhe and Kapiprenova, which lay four days sail to
leeward of Madison’s Island, I know not how they obtained their
information, but the island of Poscheka they say they have seen of
a clear day from the heights of Robert’s Island, and the smoke
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