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20th October, 19185.

Dear Yiss Hodgkin,

I can ‘hardly . reply definitely to your letter without
gons:lting some of the Committees, but generally speaking it
is impossivrle for us to receive peraons uncconnected with

Priende at reduced terms. I average cost of maintenance

at the Retreat is now over 50/- per week and it is rising

owing to the hard times, and I hardly think the Committes
would feel justified in accepting a patient at greatly
reduced rates unless there wassome dietinet elaim upon the
Soeciety. Hitherto there has been no clear understanding
aé 10 what this claim consista of, but it has usually been
understood that the pat ients were either related to Frisnds
orf were connected with tre religious work of .the Soeclety,
or sometimes that the money for maintenance was paid by
Priends. I almost think that none of these conditions apply
in the present came. Another factor is whether the patient
is likely to recover by a short residence. I fear from your
Jetter that this is hardly to he expected, and it would not
geem prudent to start here if after a few weeks or montha a
transfer would become necessary.

¥ith regard to assistance from public funds, I am
very much afraid that there is nothing available. There are

a few institutions that take patients at low rates. If the




case is an seute one and recovery is to be axpected, the
Bethlem Roval Institution, London, will recdive =2 patient
free for a year. Sintlarly -8 Luke's Hospital, 0ld Street,
London, receives y oases. Ihe Warneford, Oxford, tekes

=3

pinz from that part

case at 30/« a week

account ¢<f 8o many of them being tuns
Haspltals. Usually there is quite

ienta #at certes

and Berry Woad, ¥Northaempton.
I hope t¢ be seeing the Chairman of
next week and could then sutmit the matter 1f
I remain,

Yours' very trily,
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