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11th November, 1914,

i

Dear Mr, Williamson,

It is execerdingly kind of you to make
such a liberal present to our ataff. I knew
that vou were intending to give them a present, but
the actual amount I do not seem to have heard ;nfﬂlw
your letter now to hand. Consequently the Secretary

did not inelude it in the account. I will consult

with Tr. ¥ackenzie, and will arrange for the gift

to be distributed proportionately to the attendants
who had moat to do with your brother.
With k¥ind regards.
I remain,

Yours very truly,
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THE BOARD OF CONTROL,

66, VicToria STREET, S.W.

7 (S AT b

I am directed by the Board of Control to request you

to forward to this Office a formal Notice of the (/{Q.m/f?f\_

of JﬁﬁW“ Lafﬂ{om_ for-which purpese—tenetoren
bbaark- form—

I am, Sir,

Your obedient Servant,

for the Secretary.

(03,418). Wt.45,405—1044. 125. 3/i4. A.ZEW.
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AND
6, PARK BQUARE,

Lesos. THE RETREAT,
YORK.

BY APPODINTMENT.
TUESDAY,

FRIDAY

}I.JIL'I T & PoM

fvork nenz.

TELERHONEY | sgnm neBaTT. 25th Hﬂpt . 1914,

Dear " (Loviwieee

I regret to have to report that Mr. Robert
Williamson committed suicide at Throxenby Hall by
eutting his throat in the bath-room with nail scissors.
This occurred at 10 p.m. on the 23rd. inst., an%_iP n
spite of treatment by Drs. Maingay and Everley Tayi:;'
he died at 5.50 a.m. the next day.

The patient went on leave to Throxenby Hall
on the 14th inst., although at the time he laboured
under delusions of persucutipn and he believed there
was a conspiracy against him. The step and the
consequent relaxation of supervision was taken after
careful thought, and his relatives were duly informed.

On the 19th. inst., I spent two hours with
him walking in the woods and confirmed the arrangement
previously made that the attendants were to keep near
him, and within earshot, but that he need not be
under continuous observation. These instructions
were carefully followed by the staff.

I £ind that the patient was distinectly
brighter and more communicative after I left, and he
ordered new collars and hosiery on the day of the

accident. The Attendant, Watson, was outside the
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TELEPHDOMNE

was outside the bathroom door, which was ajar, listening to
all his movements, and direectly he was suspicious went in.

In reviewing these circumstances I do not think the
Attendant was to blame. The death occurred through the
relaxation of sup igion which I myself ordered in the belief
that the patient's mentsl state justified it.

the wverdict was death by sulcide whilst
insane . The patient's . 5. Williamgon, who was
present, C c0 the ol aad Th Jurylartqr the verdict
was given words of high appreciation of the treatment his
|
brother had received, quoting words the deceased had said to
him on the matter. Mr. Allan Rowntree attended the Inquest

on behalf of the Committee.

remain,
Yours very truly,







J. B. Willlemeon, Easg.,
Camp End, Forth Shields.

Dear ¥r. Villiamson,
I cannot report any satisfactory improvement in
your brother's condition. Ihings seem to be almost in statu

guo . [ think he is a 1ittle thinner, and the Report says

he dees not teke food well. He slept very well last night.

We cen make arrangements for him to go to our Branch
House al BSearhorough for a change sheortly. I+ is & heautiful
time of the year at Throxenby, close to Raincliffe Woods,
and I think the change would he desirable. We would send his
pressnt Attendant with him. I have aspoken of the matter
to Mr. Willismaon, who hesltates a good deal on the subject,
but I sm inclined to think that the right course is to make
all arrangements end to put pressure vpon him to go.
Ve could arrange this next Monday if you thought that sul table.

With kind regards,

I remain,

Yours vers
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Dear Mr, Williamson,
I em sorry to say that wyvour brother has

been more distressed of late, and last night he was

a painfully agitated condition. He meemed to
think that something was expected of him, and that
scme calamity was on ite way, and though at that
very time we were expecting a declaration of war
gnd could hear the soldiers cheering at the barracks
he was not at all disturted on this account. I had
a long talk with him agzein to-davy and ther= is no

improvement . I have felt it necessary to arrange

that he should have continuous supervision, as he

might be tempted to do something rash in such a

painful state of mind, I thought I would let you
know even though I have such a poor account to give.
We have advieged him tec stay in hed and rest as he
geemed to be doing no good wandering abhout.

I remain,

Yours very truly,







HoLtey & ProcTER,
SOLICITORS. 5, NEW STREET,

-'\'.F-':i D PROCTER,
NOTARY PUBLIC. YGHK

TEL. 178,

H. ggth July, 1214

Dear Sir,
We beg to inclose an Account of Charges for Mr Williamson's
Will as arranged with you,
Yours falthfully,

.rf)

V. /mw//%%/

Eedford Plerce,
The Retreat,
Heslington FRoad,

York
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BY APPOINTMENT.
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Dear Dr. Williamson,

toorrow alterncon and

nortunity te talk thinge over

mich progress

THE RETREAT,
YORK.
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NEWCASTLE ON-TYNE.
Jan. 6th, 1914.

. Dear Dr. Plerce,

I am very much obliged to you for writing me about
Mr. Williamson, in whose case I am interested.

It is surely a very unusual experience to find a man of
nis intelligence and business acumen develop delusions of
such a striking character with little or no warning. I have
known him for a good many years and have always regarded him
as one of the most level-headed and intelligent people of the
commercial life of the district.

I hope sincerely that the case will turn out to be, as
you suggest, melancholic rather than delusional, and that 1t
will not be long before some decided improvement is evident.

Belleve me,

Yours very truly,
] 7
o T A
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Dear Dr. Drummond,

¥r, Williamson, whom you kindly recommended %o co:e *c the Reé
treat, has now heen here a month, and I thought I shonld 1i%es te
write and tall you

There 1a, howavyer, no great change to repo e continues

s3sd and is convineed that hewils vndar spaeiszl survelllance

at home and at Newcaatle, and that if he returned home or left this
Institution the espionage would be resumed. I do not think, however,
that these 1ldeas are as fixed as they werea, and there has he-n no
development 1n this direction connectad wi 1@ Retr=at, although

on one occasion he asked whether I hud heard of any enquiries made
about him in this neighbonurhend There i= 5 good deal of dapressdon
and sense of unwerihinesz, which mukes me hope that the case is
reallr malancholie rathar han delusional in eharacter.

takes his food Tairly wel ut in spite ef being largely
nursed in b=d he has lost 1ittls weight. He is a particularly
nice patient tec do with; gives a minimum of trouble. Indesd he is
very anxious in this directicn and 1s afraid that he is a burden

to m= and to the staf”,

I ineline to think that there may & some repressad eomplex,

some fact of history not yet dimclosed, which may be a factor in

the production of his aymptoms; but though he talks to us quite

freely 1 have not yet unearthed anything o” the kind.
Yours very truly,
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Dec. 1}, 1913
Dear Mr. Williamason,

I have seen your ‘rother and had a talk with him
about the matters referred to in your letter. He has glso
seen your letter and the certificate from the Chief Constable,
and he tells me he 1s reassured as far as that is concerned.
One can hardly expect that his mind would be ut sase yet,
a8 the mental illness whiech produced the delusions is stiil
there. I think, however, it has been worth while desling
with the matter.

He has heen asking whether he can Bign cheques.

This is a difficult and unsettled guestion, hut I have told
him that 1 see¢ no reason why he should not make out a sub=-
stantial chegue in favour of yourself or your sister for
current expenses. If the Bank people know that he is under
legal care they may make a difficulty, in which case probably
the best plan would be to arrange a loan account upon which

some members of the familv can draw.

Mr., Williamson is taking food fairly well and is

not sleeping badly. On the whole “e is doing quite as well
a8 one can expect.
With kind regards,

Yours wery truly,
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10th Decamber 1815,

Dear Sir,

In reply to your enquiry I have to stats that
your brother Mr.Robert Williamson is not wanted by the Polilce
under my command for any offenoa,

He has not been under Pollos supervislon at any

time in Newcastle-upon=Tyne,and he could not have been without

my knowledge.
I have not recelved enquiries from any source

with reference to him,

Yours falthfully

St

ot 11:-?{' Conatable,

T.3.Williamson Esq
41 Queens Terrace

Heweastle=uporn-Tyne
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Pear Ir. ¥iliismson,

¥any thanks for the form, dulyr recelved.
Your brother has done gquite as well as expected
ginee goming here. There hawve been no fresh de~
velopments, bui the delusional state of mind con-

t inues. iis has slept fairly well and has taken

food reasonably: we are keeping him in bed.

We mansged to get the top stone on the
rocksry, but it 414 not look wvery happy, anc we
have narrowed the opening considerably, amd it
now looks much betiel.

.

[ remain,

Yours wvery truly,







-The Secretary is instructed to obtain the neceszary signatures to the accompanying
form of guarantee before the care of any patient is undertaken by The Retreat.

YORK RETREAT HOSPITAL FOR THE INSANE.
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as such Treasurer, or to the Treasurer for the time being of the said Flospital, all such Sum or
Sums of Money as shall from time to time be or become due and payable for the Lodging,
Maintenance, and carc of the said palient in the said Hespilal, or whilst under the charge of the
Autherities of the said Hospital, and all such Sum or Sums of Money as shall be paid or disbursed
by or on behalt of the said Insttution for any articles of Wearing Apparel, or other necessaries, or
extras supplied lo, or provided for the sad Patient, or the repairing or mending and washing of
the articles of Wearing Apparel of the said Paticnt, so long as the said Patient shall continue in the
said H':}Sl}l-iilh or be under the clmrg-: of the Authorities of the said HucspitaL and also te pay or
cause to be paid the expenses in respect of the Funeral of the said Patient, in case the said Patient
shall die in the zaid Hospital, or whilst under the charge of the Authorities of the said Hospital.
AND | FURTHER AGREE to pay interest at the rate of five per cent. per annum on any accounts
duc from me as above, which shall not have been discharged within Twenty-cight days from the
receipl ol such account from the Treasurer, Secretary or Clerk of the said Hespital. Axp [ avso
UNDERTAKE AND AGREE, al my own expense, to remove Lhe said Palient from the said Haospital
within Fourteen days alter recciving Motice in writing from the Treasurer, Secretary or Clerck for

the time |‘—:‘.’iﬂg of the said | i::-:-|:ita.|. requiring such removal.
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M B.—The charge for DBoard, Lodping and Medical wre & payable quarterly, in  advance.
Dieburgements by the lmstitution on behalf of paticnts, and other exceptional expensss, are charged in
the E-:lnnu'i:.:; LT ter's account. A vesdence of bess than a month s ch:r;n:cd. as a mooth,

In the event of the death, removal, or discharse of a patient before the eupity of the gquarter
coverad ]J:r the last payaent, the :-u.r[.l'.!lls amounl is reluroed Ll}- the Rebreat







