Williams, Marie Curzon

Publication/Creation
1915-1916

Persistent URL

https://wellcomecollection.org/works/zeqjpk2p

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution, Non-commercial license.

Non-commercial use includes private study, academic research, teaching,
and other activities that are not primarily intended for, or directed towards,
commercial advantage or private monetary compensation. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/legalcode

8th January, 1916.

Dear Mrs. Williams,

We are much obliged
for yvour letter. I am very
glad to hear that Miss Williams
has quite recovered, and I
enclose a formal notice of
discharge.

Yours very truly,
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Dear Mrs, Williams,

In

Williams to

instant,

-
1=

t8r that dete,

'I.--.~-|_t

to discharge

-

justified in dcing
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With
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= O e
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kind

fich explains

poasible Tor

g books longer than the

ghall
20

f

regards.
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Dear ¥r. ¥Williams,

I am 2lad to say in Teply to vour letter that

1 convalescant whan sghe left the Fetreat







20th Oectober, 1915.

Dear Liss Williama,

Hany thanks for your letter, I am glad to

hear you are so comfortably situasted and like Ilkley.

We are having some rather sad, 4dull days. 2t1i11 the

gutumn tints are lovely when the sun does come out,

and there will he hvezntiful effects in the woods at

Eolton.

let them know your addreszs at the

I remain,

Yours very truly,
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8th October, 1915.

Dear Mrs. Williams,

I am glad to be able to report a very decided
improvement in your daughter's mental sondition. I had a
1one talk to her a courle of days ago, and 1 was gurprised
+o find that she repudiated all the delusions I spoke to
her about, and she sald that all the delusions she mentioned
at Searborough ahout the War Office, spyvinz and telephones
were quite wrong and all a mistake. The also seemed very
grieved at having given you 80 much anxiety at Scarborough.

I told her that last time I had somewhat urged her
leaving, and it had been a mistake, and I should not want to
be in a hurry this time. I certainly think she is bhatter
now than she was before her recent trial. I 4id not, however,
tell ¥iss Williams that I thought she would be ready to leave
in sbout a fortnight in sc many words, but I said that 1if
she kept gquite well no one would wish to keep her longer
than was necessary. I should like to have a longer time of

observation before deciding what she should do, and 8o I

think I had better not write at greater length at present.

I remain,

Yours very truly,
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11th August, 19185.

Villiams,

I do not think there is any expectation that
hypnotism or anything of the kind would be of assistance
in a ease such as vour daughter's. It is a singular
fact that cases of recurrent insanity freguently take
precisely the same form in eaoch successive attaok. It
arpears as if ideas that ssem to be altogether lost
between the attacks arein reality present svhoonsciously,
and it only reguires illshealth or some other strain to
bring them forth once again. Y& have had several cases

in which the latiter attacks were almost identical with

the earlier ones. If you remember when I spoks to you

when Vise Williams was so wmuch better I made it guite
olear that she was not perfectly well. It is very
doubtful whether a longer stay at the Retreat would
haye prevented this relapse, as the canse of the whole
illness and the particular factor which produced the
relapse is very obscure.

I remain,

Youss wery truly,
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6th August, 1915.

Dear MNrs. ¥Willians,

ng ags uuiet as

possible, as she 1 L1l very talkative and full of

delusione as to peisoning, :nd is net fit tc be about

It ig only too clear

Scarborough wes & fgilure, and yet

that it was right that she should
gae how she would get on. It is very
disarpointing, and it certainly lcokse as if the

delusional state of mind is deep-ssnted.

She is in good health and good spirits, and

iz not 4difflcult to manage. There has been no return
of the extreme excitement, and I hope that iti will not
te long before we shall be ahle to have her going round
the grounds as usual.

I remain,

Yours very truly,



















H.B.—This Form must accompany any inaniry respacting this Telegram.
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POST OFFICE TELEGRAPHS.
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nuvount ori@nally pud for its transmission, any fraction of ld. less t . being reckoned as {d.; and it it be found that there wes any
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7th July, 1918,

Dear Krs. Willisms,
I am glad to say that ¥iss Williams is

continuing very nicelyv. Ve hed a tennis matoh on

¥onday and she did very well, and vehhave heard nothing

lately of her peculiar ideas. She is perhaps just a
little excltable and talkative.

I am really rather at a less as to where
she could stay. It 1s possible that Miss Rarp, The
Church Eouse, ¥eltourne, Derbyshire, mizht be able to
teke her for a little while as a payving guest. They
are very nice people and live in a beautiful situation
in an cld family house and thev have had once or twice
lately a guest. There 18 a competent doctor elose
at hand, Dr. Bruce. I do not think that there are
any ~young people at the Chursch Housa. The nephews
have gone to the war. I think vou might find it
worth while asking whether Misas Rarp ocould receive
Miss Williams, and then I would suggest vour going
to see the place. I fael sure you would like it.

I remain,

Yours very truly,
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Dear Dr. Gray,

I encloae

raelative to her

A vy vl sy
-':i ke %

with
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I remain,
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1st July, 1915.

a letter to ¥ra, Williams

condition You

no

poisoned in
on the
e

to these

to put

hut fear,

cCannot
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1st July, 1915.

Dear Hadam,

In reference to your letter the other day I
an glad to say that Miss Williasms is very much better,
but she is not really well. She does not at all
realise the true significance of the early symptoms of
her disorder. €he still thinka that her food was
poisoned, camnot understand the telephones and thinks
the (Germans were communicating by some subterranean
methods. All these were due to halluocinations of
various senses, but she has not recovered sufficiently
to realise this herself, Her general conduct ile
guite correct and Miss Williams is out and eabout the
gardens by herself, but when these topics are raised
she talks in a somewhat excited, wvoluble way.

I doubt whether she is well enough to
return home, but if some sultable companion were

avallable I should have thought some stay in the

country, not in an hotel eor bhoarding house, would be

quite wise. It i# possible that under favourable
conditions convalescence might be hastened, though I
must confess I rather doubt whether the recovery will
be as complete as on former occasions, You will

gather from this that I do not think a longer stay




here 1s likely to be beneficial. There 1is, however,

no particular hurry, as Miss Williams 1s quite wishful

for me to consult you as to the next step.
I remaln,

Yonrs wvery truly,
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7th June, 1915.

Dhear Mrs. Williams,

There is not the slightest difficulty about

the morning baths, and if ¥iss Williams had mentioned

it to ne tafore 1t ecould have been arranged at once.

&he seems to me rather better and more

arproachable, =znd@ if she progressas a little fTurther

one would gladly recommend a change of surroundings,

hut she is not quite ready for it just vet.

I remain,

Yours wvery truly,
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ath April, 1915.

Dear Nrs. Williams,

Miss Williams is on the whole doing fairly

well, but she cannot be said to be making rapid
progress. There is less excitement, and less said
indicating a delusional state of mind, but she 1is
confused and & long way from normal yet.

We quite hope that she will he able to go
a pie-nic on Saturday to pick daffodils at Feandale.

We think that she is going on all right
but she is hardlr sonvalescent wvet.

I remain,

Yours wery truly,
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. March, 1915.

1

Dear Nra. Williams,
I am glad to be able to give you a
somewhat more favourahle report. For the past

three days Miss Williams has certainly been hetter,

and has not sald much in reference to her delusions.

We do not think that they are entirely gone, but

they evidently are not as prominsnt as they were.
ise Williams is uncertain and wvariasbhle, but on
the whole she has done very well, and this afternoon
she was able to go out for a drive. She is still
far from well, but it 1is satisfactory that she ia
making real progress.

I remain,

Yours wvery truly,
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Pebruary, 1915.

William=a,
am sorry that I cannot report much
improvement in uiss Williams'state of mind. the is
tom=day somewhual vnapy oacharle and disineclined to
AOTITETrS88 . There is no doubt hat the delusions
epontinue.
apent to Tord Kitchener, an in making

ohservations for the went, and no dovbt there

othar ideas in her mind of which she does not

Her general health is good

af doors daily
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4th February, 1915.

Dear Mra., Willigms,

On the whole Missa Williama is dolng fairly
wall. She has 8till many wild ideas and extravagant
delusions, but the excitement is not so great and
ghe is qulte pleasant to do with. I did not speak
to her thies morning as she was sleeping, having had

rather a bad night. She gets on verv well with

everyhedy, but talks too much.

Ve will see that the dentist i1s consulted
in respect to her teeth. She has not complained
to me of any pain, but it is important that the
teath should be put in order.

I remain,

Yours very truly,
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9th January, 1915.

Dear Madam,

I an sorry to hear that Miss Williams has
relapsed, and I

ag regards

¥ish we weare more favourably situated

accommodation. At the
harvre more

preasnt time wa

trouklesome, reastless, exeited patients
than we can rightly do with

¥ith, and I muat not accept
another maniacal patlient at present.

'he

gince Hiss Williams

and I send a

gend a set of

urther examination leadsa vou

cade may be ona that ecan be nuraed
in asasociation wit] hars in dormitory, or is
not likely to he wvery troublesome. One alwavs
1ikes to find room for former

nt

a8 explalined

roperly

patients when necessary,
our staff is not ahle to nurae
a diffien

t case,

I remain,

Yours very truly,

Hottingham

il
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{—The Secretary is instructed to obtain the necessary signatures to the accompanying
form of goarantes before the care of any patient is undertaken by The Retreat.

YORK RETREAT HOSPITAL FOR THE INSANE.

In consideration of the Directors of the Yeork Betreat Hospital ler the Insane agreeing to
B r : -'--l'. ;
Lo A WAL A ¥

) !,
receive LA ol

a5 a patient in the zaid ]'ll.‘nspili.l.'. | HEREBY UNDERTAK

AND AGREE with
& 4
of _ANpre GVl As Lt - the Treasurer of the said Hospital,

3 F F

lo pay or causc to be paid, to the sad i S 2 --_,"’J'r n

az such .l-l'{'gl-c,ur'llr,, af o the Treasurer for the Lime Delng of the sand ]|'2:I$|"i'|il.|. all such Sum or
Sums of Money as shall from time to time be or become due and payable for the Lodging,
Maintenance, and care of the said [\:_'.I:ir_'”l_ in the sad | |-:.-:'~|:-i!:1|, or whilst under the l;fhdl“._:d.' af the
Autharities of the said Hospital, and all such Sum or Sums of Money as shall be paid or disbursed
by or on behalf of the said Institution for any articles of Wearing Apparel, or other necessaries, or
extras supplied to, or provided for the said Patent, or the repairing or mending and washing of
the articles of Weanng ."'.p:'mn-l of the said Patient, so long as the saxd Patent shall continue in the
said Hespital, or be under the charge of the Authorities of the said Hospital, and also to pay or
cause to be paid the expenses in respect of the Funeral of the said Patient, in case the said Patient
shall die in the said ||{Js.pi|i1|_ or whilst under the ._-h;-.r-f;-- of the Authorities of the said Hl’.:-i[.!-i’.élL
AND | FURTHER AGREE to pay inlerest at the rate of fve per cent. per annum on any accounts
due from me as above, which shall not have been discharged within Twenty-cight days from the
|'{'-;'r_l|-|!|_ r_|| >|_|-:;:': aceounl from |||4I .|-."-:'.,|-»|_.|r'|'|', 5:-:-:'-:-t:|r§.' Ol {l-:rL -:.l.. l]'lt! *.-'-Sl‘:l.i. ] ['i:li[\i!il!. .""L?‘-Cll | ALSD
UNDERTAKE AND AGREE, at my own CXpense, o réemove I|||: 5.1i-:| |::'L|I;t:‘.Lt rrt:ll'l 1|'|f 5|'Li'.| Hl.r.—'|:it<'|!
within Fourteen days after receiving Notice in writing from the Treasurer, Secretary or Clerk for
the time being of the said Hospital, requiring such removal.

F

o

WITHESS my hand the i :EI;}_}- of
0, E
Mame f/,".f‘.’-l g2, /

R & L;l,l\'".l'l'

Cecnpation

SIGNED by the sad 1

- ]
In the presence G!’

Witnesss Sig
Address, and

E IT(I[F F!':::'!I g

N B—The charge for Board, Lodging ond Medical care i payable quarterly, in sdvance.
Dishursements by the Institution on behalf of paticnts, and cther cxceptional expenses, are charged
|_|-||_- |:| .:;.-1.-. i.‘.:: UAT :-’.-r-a- pocount, A residence of |:'s:- L||:-:| L] l'a-::1-| H R.II-JI‘:ZI."i. & A |Ii'\.==-|.|l.

In the event of the death, removal, or dischorge of a patient before the expiry of the quarter

eovered by the last payaeent, the swrplus amount is returned by the Hetreat.
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