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AT HOME 27H|P0N ROAD,

DAILY BETWEEHN 2 amo 4 P.M.

JUNE TO SEPTEMBER BETWEEN 2 ano b P.M. H ARROGATE.

TELEPHONE 204.
March 22nd 1917.

Dear Dr Bedfdrd Pieree,

My wife and I have been away in the south of PFrance
for three months and I find your letter of January 4th awaiting
me on my return. I am very glad to have such a good report
about both Miss Cocmbes and my cousin, Mige Vieck. I have geen
Miss Qughtred and she tells me that the improvement in Miss Vick
has continued, and that she is now gufficiently well to leave the

Retreat. I think our holiday in France has been a success,

I have had very little gastric trouble while there 6 and hope

that from now onwards my food will be accustomed to travel
along its new route.
With kind regards, Believe me,
Yours sincerely,
Dr Bedford Pierce,

The Retreat,
York .,
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Washing and Mending
atimulants
Tobacconist
Stationery and Stamps

Tailor

H.H."_mmﬂ_.

Shoemaker

Millinery and Dressmaking
sundries per Head Attendant
Sundries per the Matron

Extra Carriage Drives

Extra Nursing...

Dentistry

Cheques should be made payable to ** BEDFORD PIERCE, M.D., or order,"”

and crossed " London Joint Stoch Bank, F.R. Account.”
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Lo return
excant
1termediate nature would segm To bLe girTable.

hen you see her 1 feel sure that you will consider

her so well that you will not want her to leave home, and yet

1 Ccani

at the

but think that life in lLondon is unsuitable for her

present time, and that some regular and suitable

occupation should be found. he herself is quite wishful to
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ympathy, that
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she thinks
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and where there is healthy companionship, people

e, but 1 do not think there is any need for her

be prolonged. 5t i , it seems to me to be a
case in which it is really best not to hurry, and a little
extra residence u!idﬁl‘ care will I"-"ll:r. be helnful in the lr_]na

run.
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13th February, 1517.

Dear Lr. Vick,

Just a line to say that we now feel justified
in giving ilies Vick somewhat more liberty. € are
withdrawing the night nurse, so that she now @leeps
alone at night, although there ie a nurse close at

hand. ithe i8 now going about more in the city.

daresay you have heard that she weni to a skating

exhibition on Jaturday snd also to the"Elijah" at the
dinster.

She is taking up lessons in pen painting and
wood ecarving. This latter involves the use of sharp
tools, but we are arranging that she only uses them
when the nurse is about and when not in use they are
carefully locked up.

It is very nice to see her increasing interest
in all kinds of mereral topics,.

1l remain,

Yours very truly,
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l4th September, 191

to promise I write to expl

ature of the cuace is the gar instht of

.; the says she will never injure tnese nice nurses,

kind everyone is, and then a wave

o

eXpression cnangea, and she will




any desperate act that enters ner mir b these ti
ankes statements as to what others have said which

ue: for example sche told me that 0 >a2l@

in the .

guinesas
uding the
nd besides

negcessary

ne left

Lo Bee
glapses,
SOIE
away, .
permanent

il for you, but

you should come as have told hel ou would be doing

snould be glad

it

history ¢ a3 poasible,

Yours very truly,




l8th January, 1917.

lunch on



















It is 1

Superficially 'lise

he talks

little

anxious =
ander
et

Bure 18X

this

upon this
which 1 enclose,
would returr
vou will see they
nave not

leave the nmnatter, and

them as sh

little

e

discussed then with

QN

recalived several

lifficult to reply to your letter.

certainly been

intely.

loat

nd one dance, and

iance the

ghe seemed

pECAauDe

T8, but we were

freah air or a

leaire for
[

tle of

both,

iece of nen painting

iiater Hilda, and she read into

utifully expreased. "ellowing

lettera, two of

Head would be much obliged if you

would much like to keen

consist of beautiful poetie asymboliem. 1

isa Vick, thinking it better to

equently 1 can hardly say how far




she herself realises their symbolic nature or to what extent
it realiy expresses her own beliefs, l incline to think
that she knowa cuite well what she is doing in this respect,

and I feel Bure that she does not reslly believe that the

iatron'es name is :ilda )w far these are reaslly morbid,

therefore, depends upon one's point of view. ong is .

favoured with a mystical, artistie nature the writinge appear
re=lly charming, slthough a matt of fact man he world
;hit cons.der the
1 fear, however, thaf i inrbid ideas have by no
means vanished, tlhough hapoily th are less conspicuous than
they were. It is a pity riat we are in mid-winter and

out-door employment is




welird in
but she

high coloured

o
=

ith all good w







4th December, 13106.

33 Vick has been frequently visited, but 1

wld he well for you to come to see her aa

L

decidedly improved and we almost

but since then she

not been so bad as

you will

lusional ideas,
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25th October, 1916.

Jear 8ir,

i am writing at r. Vick's suggestion to give you
particulare of kies Vick's illness.

1 saw her first in Harrogate with Ur. Edgecombe,
when she was depressed and dangerously impulsive, naving
loat all desire to live. Uhe was obsessed with horrible
thournts relating to experiences wnen nursing at Hartlepool

id in l.ondon, but in adaition had distinct delusions that
zhe was thnought to be immoral.

I advised then that she should be nlaced under care

nerself and to otners, naving only
that day had an arming strugcle with a nurse in order to
pecure a knife, Zhe wos admitted here on September 5th,
and at first was exceedingly difficult to control, blindly
attacking the nurses and constantly seeking opvnortunities
to do aomething desperate. For o time she did not improve,
and indeed seemed less sble to give ner attention to anything
but lately things have gone better and she is now reading
with interest the life of kpdame Kecamier. There are still
sudden attacks of fear when she is dangerous, and only
yesterday ashe took up a storne to throw at ithe nurse.

At the moment ehe is constantly thinking she is

to be transferred to a VWorkhouse or County Asyluu where she

will e severely punished for all she has done. she always




fie could control herself if she wished, but the next
ahe 8says sne nows sne musat have been wmad. Tnough
ahe will try to escape. The

8 nopeless

eléed t:J- diet
5L1l1l weighs
and

ne now

0 place.
he i8
snecially .
the repeated waves
LilE norrora
of th ombardment of Hartlepoq h to do with the onset,
followed by nursing in lLondon under unfavourable conditions.
These evidently have been too much for her nervous organisation.

iss Vick gets on well with the nurses, Lnd she is

certainly much more peaceable and less distressed. "e qé
ite

expect sne will Progressi vely improve, but I cannot ve quite




g0 certain of this as in some other depressed patienta. &

we gould only get her better occunied in some sustained way

should be much more afitisfied.

as you will







Z4th CGetober, 1916,

r. Vick,
¢ are glad to report some improvement in Liss Vick's

general state. I cannot say that she is reslly better yet,

£

because 8he still harps on the old idea that we are going to

turn her out int place where she will be badly treated,
30 etrongly as fTormerly.
ath yesterday, which she enjoyed

be well for Lher to have
y do with, and there
of violerice lately, and she hagd had some
the other patients which she much prefers.

mech more farinaceous food

nas a god

certainly

. J 1 = " &% o + L
fully to LCaptain Vick.

Yours very truly,




£4th COctover, 1916.

Dear ir, Vick,

«& are glad to report some improvement in Yjies Vick's
reneral state. I cannot say that sne is really better yet,
becsuse she still harps on the old idea that we are going to

turn her out into some place where she will be badly treated,

but she does not believe thie quite so strongly as formerly., .

~ne had a Turkish bath yesterday wiich she evidently
enjoyed & great deal, and we think it will be well for her to
have one every week.

iss Vick has been much better to do with, and tiere

have been no scenes of violenc
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TELERHONE 130. V
Dok

B th October, 1916,
Dear Pr. Pierce,

I nust apologise for having inadvertantly
wth me from the Retreat this morning the papers relating to

Miss M. Ae VicHK,which I enclose hereine.

Yourq failthfully,

il k ;
N Vi

Dr, Bedford Plerce,
The Retreat,
Heslingt n Road,
York.







l4th October, 1916.

lear Lr. Vick,

The Matron tells me that she can now manage to
supply trustworthy nurses from our own staff, and there is
consequently no reason why the two nursees you provided should
not leave, These nurses have really done very well and have
been very agreeable in the household, getting on well with
the other nurses, and there is no doubt that under the trying
circumstances broadly speaking they have been very satisfactory
Consequently 1 should be very sorry that anything should be

done to imply that they have not been a success. we thought

they ought to have a little notice, perhaps a week or a

fortnight. 1t might be a little easier for ilies Vick if one
of them left say a week before the other.
could not get iLiss Vick to talk to me much to=day
a pleasant smile and was evidently not so much
distressed, and the nurses' report was rather better,
1 remain,

Yours very truly,




l4th October, 1916.

Dear kr. Vick,

The Matron tells me that she can now manage to

8ipply trustworthy nurses from our own stanff and there is

consequently no reason %ﬁ!.biuktwo nurses you supplied
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aar Mr. Vick,
1 am glad to say that since you were here there has
o serious trouble, iss Vick has been very depresszed
ated and has talked in the same way about being sent
sane and shut up for l1ife, but she has really been
able to take more interest in things and has not required any
peclusion, it seems quite clear that your vieit did no harm,
and this being =0 we hope that you or ¥rs. Vick will be coming
over again before long.
ith respect to terms; at the Commi
the matter was carefully considered and ihe
were fixed, which i hope will be satisfactory
has the two rooms at the "est Villa and a day
nurse and a night nurse at the rate of ten and a half guineas
ner week, inhile you provide the two additional nurses one
per week each to be charged for board, lo
put if the Hetreat provides the additional nurses

harge to be three guineas per week inclusive for each.

\ssuming that the present arrangements continue unti

he end of the present month, I am ssking the Cecretary to

sendi you a statement of account up to the end of that timse,
&+

Of course if it were possible to do away with any of the nurse

your account will be credited accordingly.




1 hope that you or other members of the family will

write to uies Vick regularly. The letters may be addressed

the Yest Villa, Heslington LKoad, York, so as to avoid the use

of the word LKetreat, .

1l remain,

Yours very Lruly,
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17, VICTORIA AVENUE,

HARROGATE.







ceplember 9th, 1916.

beneficial, her
wWill underatand
that she i=s devoted

are cutting down starches and fats guite

nd we hope that the change in ditary will

ith kind regards,

Yours very truly,
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Vick,
1 eanclose with this 2 set of forms, thoze
DApEr are required by constitution and Bhould be
up in every particular before the patient comes t¢

et reat fhe blue paper can wait until later.

e telephone was not working well

you understood that the medical certificates

&

on recant examinations of the patient, not less than

weak previous to the iticn to the magistrate

nonour cneques.

enaorae




e shall be quite ready to receive Uiss

a5k

nd I need .’i:.T’_".l:.-' Bay we will do =a wWe o

a1

comfortable and to promote recovery.

i propoRe To begin on the centre i




1% ]

0I nurses

stitution

institution eifective supervislon

4888 ITLCTL

fundamental nature

find evidence of deern-seated mental disorder.




wonder if you and Mrs.

iee Lne i%z—,u_; dai

truly,




