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B. Pierce Esq. M°D.,
The Retreat,

YORK. 25th. November, 1910.

My dear Pierce,
MRS. L. M. THOMSON DECEASED.

The India Stock hae now been sold and T have paid inte your
acecount No. 3 at the London City and Midland Bank a sufficient sum
to discharge the debt to the Retreat. The balamce, which I have
placed on deposit at Barclays, ampunte to £402:7:5.

The figuree are as follows:e

Tc maintg@nanes account By cash from G. H. Mennell
to January 1910. 118:15:1 14. January. 15:13:8

=t Pl
To maintainenes account By ampunt paid into

to l4th. January 1910. 1:13:0 London City & Midland
Bank 19th. November. 61: 9:4

To Disbursements. 8: 7:0
By Do. £5:XT:1910. 66: 7:6
To Interest for 10 months 1Y 4. a
at 4% $:15:4

£132:10;5 £152:10:5

I propose now to pay the small sum owing to Mies Davie and
to prepare the Residuary Aceount and pay the proper Legacy Duty.

Yours sineersly,

S menned
gl by
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C.H. MENNELL,

: 'f// :
SOLICITOR. j(//' Dt -47(//?” :
£

HAT. TEL.HO.428. |_ IN ANY REPLY
FLEASE REFER TO

Commissioner for Daths, { No 42. . //.//; / .-
2.

The Retreat,

YORK. 2lst. November, 1910.

My dear Pierce,
MRS. L. M. THOMSON, DECEASED,.
T am sorry to have tc return the form but shall be glad if
you will go over your eignature with a dry pen in the presence of a
second witnese who must eign his name and set out the other necessary

information in the space provided.

On enquiry on Saturday at the Bank T learnt that the £61:9:4

had been received that morning and paid into your account Number 3,

ag desired.

Yours eineerely,
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Be Pierce Eeq. M.D.,
The Retreat,
YORK. 30th. June, 1910.

My dear Pierece,

MRS. L. M. THOMSON, DECEASED,

I have hopee of getting thie matter through more speedily

than at one time appeared poesible.

Assuming that the Retreat ie prepared to take out the grant

of Adminietration as creditor will you kindly let me Imbw whether yvou

or the Treasurer will represent the Institution? It doee not
matter whieh acte 20 far as the law ie eoncerned but whichever it is
will have to attend personally at the Probate Registry here at York
to make the necessgary affidavits.

Youre sineerelyy

Vg FEH i
f L AL
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W. E. Waller Eeq.,
The Retreat,
YORK.
9th. June, 1910.
Dear Mr. Waller,
MRS. L. M. THOMSON, DECEASED.
T regret that I cannot give you any idea when the balance
due to vou for Mre. Thomeon's maintenamce will be paid.
Couneel hae advised that we must cite all the relatives
to give them an opportunity to apply for administration if they wish.
On their all declining the Retreat will be able to apply as creditor.
I expect the Long Vacation will cause some delay but T imagine that

you ghould obtain payment by Christmas.

Youre very truly,

... i r‘l
(74 a )

Kl A !
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N 42, Y

B. Pierce Faq. M.D.,
The Retreat,

YORK. 8th. June, 1910

My dear Pierce,
MRS. L. M. THOMSON, DECEASED.

I send you herewith a cheque for £28:18:8 on account of
the sum owing to the Retreat for Mre. Thomson's maintenance.

This ie the sum that was standing to Mrs. Thomson'es credit
at the bank &t Torquay of which T have spoken to you. T have given
the latéer an indemnity in respect of it and there is a faint

poeeibility that you may have to diegorge it but that is so unlikely

that T do not hesitate tc send it you.

Yours sincerely,













JOHM C.WINGTON, Pres WM. ELLIS SCULL,VicE PrES E.MABRSHALL SCULL TeLas CHASR. F. KINDY. Spov
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B. Pierce Eaq. M.D.
The Retreat,
YORK . 7th. April, 1909.

My dear Pierce, Ai,:ﬁ?¢
MRS. THOMBON.

I have been vary-ﬁ%miaﬂ in not writing before to acknowledge
the receipt of your kKind letter of the 24th. ultimo with the
committee's cheque for £%:17:6 . Pleacse exprese to the
committee at their next meeting my eincere appreciation of the very
generous way in whieh they have treated the matter.

It may interest them also to learn that T have begun te
take steps to cbtain cut @f Court a sum sufficient to pa;f:il Arrears
of maintenance down t¢ the 5th. January laet. I shall probably
have to ask you to make an affidavit explaining the circumestancee.

As you already know the new arrangement runs from the 5th. JARnuary
and any Re¥ arrearg down to that date ought to be cleared off at once.
So far ae the current year ie concerned you will receive in May and
November instalmentes cf the annuity smounting in all to about £30 and
the balance of the year's maintenance will be raised in January next
Partly out of intereet on the imveeted funde and partly by the sale
of India S8téeck. The charges for maintenance will have to be made
from the 5th. January to the 5th. of January each year.

Youre sincerely,
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B. Pierce Esq. M.D.,
The Retreat,
YORK . 3lst. December, 1909.

Ny dear Pierce,

MRS. L. M. THOMSON.
Will you kindly esign the enclosed form and return it to me?
All arreare of maintenance in thie cage will be paid up
next month.

Youre very sincerely,
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B. Pierce Eeq. M.D.,
The Retreat,

YORK. 25th. February, 1909.
My dear Pierce,

MES. L. M. THOMSON.

The preliminary stage of thie matter is now completed and
I feel therefore in a poeition to report to you juet how it stande.

The Committee of the estate ie Mrs. Thomeon'e niece, Miee
Eveline Marehall Davie of 31d, Clanricarde Gardene, London, W.

The bulk of the estate amounting to some £500 has been
invested in Tndia 347 Stock and the Court hae ordered that on every
S5th. of January eufficient of thie etock eshall be egold to make up with
the interest and cther receipts a sum not exceeding £90 per annum for
Mre. Thomeon'e maintenance. When the whecle of the capital has been
exhausted in thie way your committee has agreed toc continue to give
Mre. Thomson the same accommodation and treatment as at pregent on
payment of an annual sum of £31:7:4 which is secured by an annuity in
the Norwich Union Assurance Boeciety on Mrs. Thomeon'e life.

Tn addition to the investment in Tndia Stock T have in hand
at the present time a sum of £4:13:6 standing to Miee Davie'e credit
in my booke and J have received a sum of £98:8:0 from the Norwiech
Union Assurance Scciety in feSpect of arrears gf the annuity T have
already referred to. T am therefore enabled tc send you, ae T do

ferewith, a sum of £103:1:6. which T hope will go a long way towards







To. BalPs . . .. Date... @03 11 21809, P L

paying the arreare of maintenance due to you down to the 5th. January
last, Any further sume due to you down to that date will be repaid
to you out of the half yearly payments of the annuity which will fall
due on the lst. May and the let. November every year.

The legal coete, #o far ae the Taxing Master allowed them,

have been pald. The case has been a somewhat peculiar cne owing to

Mre. Thomeon having no relatives or friends who would have been able
to aszist in many ways. The consequence wae that it was necessary
for me tc write & gocd many lettere and do a coneiderable amount cf
work outeide the very strict limite laid down by the Taxing Master.
T made an effort to cbtain payment for some of this but most of the
iteme T ineerted tc this end in the bill of coete were ruthlesely
gtruck out by the Master with the result that something over £10 that
I haed hoped might find its way to my pocket has found another
destination. I only refer to this as you have already mentioned it
in conversation but, having done 8o, T feel that T ought to add that
The Retreat Committee ie in no way responeible for the payment of the
gum I have named cor any part of it.

Believe me,

Youre sincerely,

_f""-\*_l PR i .:'.':

TRTARY

i
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” Dr. to The Retreat,
York.

rd

The Rules of the Institution require that each Quarter be paid IN ADVANCE.
Owverdue Accounts will be charged with interest at the mate of 5 per cent per mnnum.
It is particularly requested that a printed receip

Pt on the Official receipt lorm of the Institution, be obtained for each remittance.

£ d.

2. SI—D
R
-{J?{'{'Iif- o
0

o 7

- e ——
Cheques should be made payable to “"BEDFORD PIERCE, M.D., or order,”
and crossed " YorKR City

& County Bank, F. R. Account.'
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Dr. to The Retreat,
York.

The Rules of the Institution require that each Quarter
Owerdue Accounts will be charged with interest at the rate of 5 per eent, per annuom
It 15 particularly requested that a printed receipt, on the Cfficial receipt form of the Institution, be obtained lor e
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£

To One Quarter’s Board to

.» Disbursements (as below) to

be paid IN ADVANCE.

remitiance.

d,

Washing and Mending

Stimulants

Cheques should be made payable to * BEEDFORD PIERCE, M.D., or order.”
and crossed “York City and County Bank, F. R. Account.”
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W. B. Waller Esq.,
The Retreat,
York. 15th. May 1907.
Dear Mr. Waller,
JAMES THOMSON, DECEASED.

Referring to our conversation on the telephone today the
present position of this matter is as follows.

All the next of kin of the executrix, as well as herself,
being of unsound mind, application was made to the Probate Registrar to
grant administration of the estate to a more distant relation. The
appliecation was granted subject to a number of affidavits being made in
support of it and a nephew was fixed upon as being the most suitable
person to act. All preliminaries having been settled and the necess
affidavits made, this nephew has refused to have anything to do with the
matter. Mr. Theodore Godlee has been instructed to approach the
nieces of the exeoutrix who live in London, with a view to securing one
of them as administratrix. I do not yet know whether he has been

successful or not.

The whele of Mrs. Thomson's property when all has been

wwill
inttlud,ﬂconaiat of ah annuity of about £31; the proceeds of sale of a

small quantity of furhiture; and a sum of £500 and interest due from
the Friends Provident Institution. The latter, after the expenses
have been deducted, will probably be invested in the purchase of an
annuity, though before that is done I will make a peint of consulting
you and asesrtaining your views. With the sum that will be available







W. E. Waller Esq., Page 2

it would, T believe, be possible to purchase an annuity of about £35,

which, with the existing annuity, would give Mrs. Thomson an annual
income of £€6.

It is possible that the Retreat Gommitt;e might be prepared
to consider the aceéptanca of a lump sum down of whatever is available,
say £450, and the existing annuity of £31. This would be equivalent
to their granting the further annuity themselves instead of its being
purchased in the ordinary way.

I am,

Yours very truly,

g?gﬁ?ﬁtgzpmmqﬂlﬁ\:} s
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B« Pilerce Eedg. M-I}c,
The Retreat,
York.

lst., January, 1909.

Dear Pleres,

MRS. L. M. THOMBON.
You will probably remember meking an affirmation in this

matter on the 27th. April laet and my paying your fee of £1:1:0 in

reepect of it. I regret to say that the Master declines to pass the

item in my bill of coste unless & voucher ig produced and shown to him.

Will you kindly eign the encloged receipt and return it to me.?

Youre sincerely,
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B. Pierce Esq. M.D.,
The Retreat,
YORK. 11th. June, 1908.

Dear Pierce, 5

MRS. Lydia M. THOMSON.

This matter seems to be at last approaching completion but
the Master in Lunacy has made a new proposal to the effect that the
Committee of the Retreat, instead of receiving the amcunt properly due
to them, should accept whatever balance may remain of the sum now due
from the Norwich Union Assurance Society for the arrears of their
annuity after the ccetes have.been paid out of the same fund. The
annuity is one of £31:7:4 per annum and it is paid in half yearly
instalmentes on the lst. May and the lst. November every year. At the
present time § half yearly instalmente, amounting in all to £78:8:4,
are overdue and in addition the Society has agreed to pay interest at

3% per annum on each instalment after it became due. The coste will

probably amount to £30 at least and perhapes more so that under the

proposed arrangement a sum of about £50: 0:0 would fall to the Retreat
instead of the £90 - £100 really due.

You will of course appreciate the fact that any abatement
made with regard to the sum now due will result in a slight increase
in the annual sum that will be paid in the future, sc that, as Mrs.
Thomscn's physical health appears to be good, & present sacrifice on
the part of the Committee means a probability of some ultimate gain.
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On the other hand if the Committee prefer the bird in the
hand there is no reason why they should not say sc when no doubt the
Master will drop his proposal. An abatement of £50 off the ambount:
owing will result in an increased annuity of only about £4.

Will you kindly bring the matter before the next meeting of
your committee and let me know what course they prefer to take?

It looke as though there would be a total income in the
future of about £65 to £70 per annum so that some reduction in the
future charges of your Committee will be neeessary in any event and
will, T hope, be granted. Perhapes you will aleo kindly let me know as
to this after the meeting of the Committee,

Yourse very sincerely,

i ,
(1AL AAAALLA
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B. Pierce Esq. M.D.,
The Retreat,

York. | 30th. April, 1908.
Dear Pierce,

T am now in a position to serve the necessary summons on Mrs.
Thomson and shall be mueh obliged if you will let me know what day and
hour will suit you best for me to call at the Retreat to do so.

T enclose the sixpence I owe you, and am

Yours very sincerely,

——

——
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B. Pierce Esq. M.D.,
The Retreat,
YORK. 23rd. April, 1908,

Dear Pierce,
MRS. L. M. Thomson.
Will you kindly take an early opportunity to call here to sign
and afterwards to affirm the affirmation in this matter of whiech you
recently approved the draft.

If you will let me know beforehand by letter or telephone when

you are coming T will make an appointment with a commissioner as,
unfortunately, the law doces not permit me to act.

Yours very sincerely,
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H. C. Hunt Esq.,
The Retreat,

YORK. 19%h. March, 1908,

Dear Mr. Hunt,
MRS. L. M. THOMSON.

I duly received your letter of the 17th. instant enclosing
the Retreat account for which I am much obliged.

It is not very easy for me to make a suggestion to the
Retreat Committee with regard to the charges for Mrs Thomson's
maintenance but the circumstances are as follows.

Mrs. Thomson is a lifelong member of the Society of Friends
and was for long an exceptionally active and useful member.

She is entitled to an annuity of about £30 and when her
a.ff?ir: are finally settled will in addition have a capital sum of

overdue

certainly not more than £600 out of which the Retreat charge will have
to be paid.

In all probability the halance will be invested in the
purchase of an annuity and in any naaa.it is quite clear that the whole
of Mra. Thomson's future income will be paid to the Retreat. It
seems likely to be sufficient to pay the institution about 25/- or
possibly a little more per week.

It Seems to me that ycur committee may take the view that
in order to avoid any very great discrepancy between the past and

future charges it might be well to make & retrospective reduction of
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the former so that it may be brought more nearly to approximate to
the probable amcunt ¢f the latter. In any cage it is clear that
the sum now due will have to be paid out of capital and that the less
the latter is reduced the greater will be the future income.

Under the circumstamces I should like to suggest that the
tharge be retrospectively reduced from 33/- to 25/- per week from the
time when Mrs. Scull ceased to pay it down to the appointment of the
committee ofthe estate which will be in a few week's time.

I am,

Yours very truly,

Strsmelhs







LYDIA MARY THOMSON

G.H.Mennell to V. _Mar, 16, 1908

Will you kindly send one of your forms of application to receive

& patient at a low rate which I can get signed by some Friend who

knows lra. Thomson's circumstances in Mid=Somerset M.}M.?

S i

I shall also he much obliged if you will let me know when Sarah

"

ceased to pay for lrs. Thomson and what the total
wiltl be a total income of approximately £70 a wear, the
whole of which, subject to the payment of necessary expenses, will

be paid to the Retreat. . .

neceg«ary except in applying
for admission at the lowest rate, but if wvou will get some Friend

to write a letter explaining the circumstances, that will be some=-

g
placed before the C
and
cleared the at unt to the end of March 1 the account
as it now stands iIn the ledg n the 31lst of this woﬁthf an
quarter's board will be d gath with another account for diage
i

bursements. This only represents What has actually been incmrred,

leaving out of account the quarter's board due in advance
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L.¥.Thomson

Account as in

June 30, 1907, To 1 Quarter's Board
Dishursementsa

1 Ouarter'sa
Disbursements

1 Quarter'as Board
M abursements

Sept. 30 Board

Deci 31
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1l6th. January 1906.
Bedfcord Plerce EBeq. M.D.
The Retreat,
Yorl
My dear Pierce,
JAMES THOMSON DECEASED.
I have been instructed to dc what is necessary for proving the
will of Mr. James Thomscn late of Long Sutton, Somerset.
His widow Mrs. Lydia Mary Thomscn who is, by the will, appointed
scle executrix and legatee, is, as you know, & patient at the Retreat.
After considerable trouble I have ascertained that, the estate
being a small one, the Probate Registrar will grant probate of the will

to the next of kin of Mrs. Thomson provided certain affidavits are made

whieh will prove her own unfitness to act.

. Unfortunately not only Mrs Thomson herself but all her nearest

relations alsc, are mentally afflicted and it will be necessary for me to
get similar affidavits made with regard to them. One of them Mrs
Margaret Thomson is a patient under vour care.

I send you herewith two draft affidavite in the form required
and shall be grateful if you will fill in the blank spacee and if you will
determine on some nurse capable of joining in the doeument with you.

When you have satisfied yourself that the affidavits are in a
form that you and the nurse can properly make will you kindly return them

to me when I will have them engrcesed for signature?







Page 2.

troubled in the matter but I am
afraid 1

br

Lleye me,

Yours very trul
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