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8th December, 1915,

Dear Sir George Savage,

I am glad to hear that

Mrs. Seeli g is discharged.
I should think this is quite

and yet I cannot help having
misgivings as to the future.
Still her present state concerns
us, and the future often turns
out hetter than one anticlipates.

I remain,

Yours very truly,




FROM ‘

W. E. WarLer
SECRETARY,

THE RETREAT, YORK

COPY OF THE MINUTE OF THE RETREAT COMMITTEE,

Held
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FHOULD

E ADDRESSED TO THE OFFICIAL SOLICITOR'S DEPARTMERNT,
DFFIGIAL SCQLICITOR.

ROYAL COURTS OF JUSTICE,
LONDON, W.C.

29th Ostober 1915,

Bedford Pierce Esq.,

The Retreat,
York.

M.D.,

Dear Sir,
re lirs.Seelig

I have now obtained the consent of the Board of Control to
Hrs.Seelig's transfer to Barnwood House. I enclose the
duplicate order, and I have of course sent the other order fo
Barnwood.

As Mrs.Seelig does not leave Richmond until Monday when
her leave of absence will as a matter of fact have expired,

I think it wonld be Junst as well if the leave were extended

as suggested in your letter of the 28th.

Yours fai thfully,







ALL LETTERE SHOULD
BE ADDRESSED TO THE OFFICIAL SOLICITOR'S DEPARTMERNT,
OFFICIAL SOLICITOR.

ROYAL COURTS OF JUSTICE,

LONDON, W.0.

28th Ootober 1915.

Bedford Pierce Egq., M.D.,
The Retreat,
York.

Dear Sir,

re Sesllg

I was much relieved to get & "letter FProm Mrs.Seelig

this morning stating that she was willing %o act on my

advice. I wasrather in hopes that ¥%is micht Te dorie by

extending her leave of absenbe, hescaunse 1 guite hope that
she may bhe discharged at the end of the peried of obfervation
but I find that you cannot give leave of absemnee o anather
licensed house, so that I am Betting a formal ovder for
transfer from the Board of Confrol. I expect you will feel
relieved at this termination of your connestion with the
case.,

I have had a long letter from Dr.Savage which shows
that he has been very carefully into the case, and I confess
that,but for the strong exnression of oninion on the part

of the Board of Control I should be rather inelined 4o follow







&\ Pierce.

my ewn inclinations and dipscharge her ‘@t onee, bat the

arrangement I have made is on “the whele the safer sand

wiser cenrse.

Yours e itHMdlly,



















ALL LETTERS SHOULD

BE ADDRESSED TO THE

OFFICIAL SOLICITOR'S DEPARTMENT,
GFFICIAL BOLICITOR.

ROYAL COURTS OF JUSTICE

LONDON, W.0.

27th October 1915,
Bedford Pierce Esq., M.D.,
The Retreat,
York.

Dear Sir,

re Seelip

Your letter to mehas crossed one that I wrote fto yon

yesterday, and I wyired you in reply that T macst carry ont my

programme. I think I shonld be doing wrong if in a ecase of
this kind I acted against the advice of the Board of control.

I have heard nothing this morning from lrs.5eclis, bat
I will wait until tomorrow morning and will then Gend 0 a
telegram. If, as I anticinate, I get no reply or an
unsatisfactory one I shall ask you %o take her back fo the
Retreat on Fridsy morning under suitable escorft.

I need hardly say that I should be as well satisfied
with a month's close observation wiih vou as I should with
the renort from Dr.Soutar. It was only #ith a view of
removing any possible prejudice she might have, and

applying an entirely fresh mind to the matter, that 1

suggested she shonld go to Barnwood House.







I feel it my dnty %o enclose a copy of a letier 1 have

!

today written to Sir Ceorge Savage on the subject. Ubviously

it increases my difficnlties in this case.

Younrs faithfully,

Encl.







CFFICIAL BOLICITOR.

wilce

1l arransed

OFFICIAL SOLICITOR'S DEPARTMENT,
ROYAL COURTS OF JUSTICE,

LONDON, W.C.

onth Oetoher 1917,

the fact that I heve heen

g0 reaeiver of her estate, I certninly

have communicate! in the first instance
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the rerort of any medieal man,
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ALL LETTERS SHOULD
BE ADDRESSED TO THE
DFFICIAL SOLICITOR.

OFFICIAL SOLICITOR'S DEPARTMENT,
ROYAL COURTS OF JUSTIGE,

LONDOMN, W.C.

26th October 1915.

Dear lrs. Seelig.

I am very much disappointed that I have not heard from
you accepting the proposal that ander the advice of the
Board of Control I made to you to go for some weeks %o
Barnwood House t0 be placed under close observation there.
You know full well that the question of your discharge is
a medical gquestion and that I must act on medical advice 1in
dediding what I ought to do. Surely if yon are of sound mind
as you allege you cannot reasonably object to the proposal
that I shonld have the orportanity of obtaining a considered
¢pinion from one of the hest experts in the country given

after youn have been under close observation for some weeks.

I have resson to believe that Mr.Acton has urged you %o

<

act on my advice. Why then have you not done so?

The alternative I have already explained to you. The
extended leave of absence granfted by the anthorities at the
Retreat York expires on the last day of this month. Unless
therefore I hear from you by tomorrow, Wednesday, that you
are prepared to go down to Gloncester on Thursday I shall have
to wrire to the anthorities m=m at York to come and fetech you.

Can I not make you understand that the course which yon
are taking in foreing this agction upon me is the best
possible evidence that youn are not looking at the matter
reasonsbhly?

Yours faithfully,

Wm. H. Winterbotham.

Mrs., Seelig,
8, Downe Terrace,
Richmond Hill, &.W.







ALL LETTERS EBHOULD z : :
BE ADDRESSEED TO THE OFFICIAL SOLICITOR'S DEPARTMENT,

OFFICIAL SOLICITOR.

ROYAL COURTS OF JUSTICE,
LONDOMN, W.C.
26th October 1915.
Bedford Pierce Esq., M.D.,

The Refreat,
York.

Dear Sir,
re Mrs,.E.L.Seelig

I do not think I can rightly do otherwise than act on the
advice of the entire Board of Confrol.

I wrote to lrs.Seelig last week a conciliatory letter
explaining, bant she has taken no notice of the letter. I
enclose copy of one I have written to her today. If I wire
you on Tharsday morning that you must take her back to York
before the leave expires, will yon send two determined
and compefent persons on Thursday affernoon to ftake her back
early on Friday? I do not like leaving it to the last day
lest there should be a hitch.

If I have to send her back to yon, I should like youn to

keep her for a month under close observation and then make me

a report, and if on that the Board of Control think I am

justified in discharging her T shall do so. If not then

we mnst consider the question of her removal to some other







2. Plexrce.

\

asyluam,

Yours faithful}y,
7

P o o







Desr Soutar,

I send you a copy of the original certificates
under whieh “rs. Sselic was received at the Lawn. The
certificates have been copled correetly from the coples
in our possesslion, tut judging from the dates it is

i{te elaar that they refer to the Lawmn and mot to

9t . Andrew's, the necessary slterations not having been
made in the copice. Tha Order for transfer from the
T.awm to St. Andrew's is dated 8th Septemher, 1914, and
the Order for the transfer from St. Andrew's to the
Retreat is deted 4th¥arer, 1915, I also ouzht to say
thet on the 29th June, 1915 the 0fficial Solicitor was
yppointed Petitloner in this case instead of
'r. Alexander Z%eeligs.

On the lst June ¥rs. Seelig left the Retreat,
and went to Lendon for an operation for fissure of the
carvix utarl. This was performed by Dr. Phillips of
68 Brook 3treet, fGrosvenor 3Jquare, W, and was, I
ynderstand, successful. lince then she has been staying
in quarters arranged by the Offlcial Solicitor, and I
have not seen her.

I can send you one and a half inches of

correspondence sbout this case if you wish to see it.

I daresay that Dr. Rambaut could do the same. This I




ha-dly expect you will want, and if yon ask ¥Mrs. Seelig
to tell you all shaut the Retrssxt .1 have bnt 1ittle
you will soon realise that we .are not sorry that
Our, indoor staff

reduced from 32 to 19, and yet we just manage

&

There i3 now only .one unmarried
gertalnly think that the men engazed in

to have been remermbered when they were




20th October, 1915.

Dear Mr. Winterbotham,
I am much obliged
for your letter respecting

Mrs. Seelig, and I note that

the patient is to be formally

transferred to Dr. Soutar's
care. This is, no doubt,
the best arrangement.

I remain,

Yours very truly,







28th October, 1915.

re Seelig.

I heve been from home, but I was very glad
to receive your wire to-day saying that Yrs. Seelig
had agreed to o to Barnwood House. I neaed hardly
say that T am very glad that she is not returning here,
and, moreover, I think it would be fairer to the woman
that ghe should ses someone entirely fresh.

I had assumed that Sir Georgze Savage's
interviews had been arranged by you, and it is quite
news to me that ¥rs. Seelig has been seaing him on

her own account. It certainly complicates the matter.

I wrote to Sir George saying that I should he quite

willing to discharge her on his recommendation, but if
1 understand the situation rightly I cannot do this
without the consent of the Petitioner, or at least
without giving him ample notice of the intention.
Ve are arranging for the prolongation of
the leave of absence in accordance with your wire.
I remain,

Yours very truly,







27th October, 1914.

Dear S8ir,

.

re Yrg. ¥, L. Seelig.

&% . Plerce has asked me to thank you for
your letter of yvesterday. If you wire to us on
Thursday we shall be prepared to send two competent
persons to bring Urs. Seellg back here, but we trust
that this may not he necessary.

"reaume the Toard of Control haye iassued

onazent to her transfer, though we have not

had tre usual enquiries sbout it. Copies of the

a formal

papers on w {ich she wons received here will be sent

definitely that the transfer is to take

Yours faithfully,

H, Winterbotham, Esq.

Royal Courte of Justice,

Strand, V.C.







25th October, 1915.

I have now received from Sir George Savgze

a paper gtating that he considers ¥ras. Seelig is of

sound mind. I eonclude, therefore, that you will wish

me to discharge her as "recovered?”, and I will do so on

hearing that you authorise this to be done.
I remain,

Yours wvery truly,

¥. H. ¥Winterbotham, Eag.

RBoval Courts of Justiee,

3trand,

London, W.C.







26, DEVONSHIRE PLACE,
W.

¥
;f/ )
A EE AL

/
/

- rd xa/C/ AP s .,-g/

KJ {//;f & ,/;; ‘/z;r ?ﬁr ZA- ,.ﬂﬂ//g},/_/.;__._ _,7

/«4{?4’ --'/ﬂ*'ﬂf”*'ﬁ’ R At / h/f”’f 1*7/

T2t ’?“_'{"-:/ﬂﬂf’f”f?’t"__{ﬂf?r’,?
f'ﬂ .
£ : -
(éﬁ L~ LTt 2 /z‘fl‘ f;"{ QA= .f_ﬁr.--ﬂ"-/-f---ﬁa?-—-:-r; -

e : |
/,?"/ = 4 .---:‘.E’«“L/;;l A i B e AP g

A e Lf{ o=
s

./ 7{:3'51 r:' / e ‘/’5" /r

/_;‘:ff{ Gz A e o O : _ﬁalfi_y——a_ﬂ_ e ch'ff:?

-
- /).
f}jx{__{”_,:_?_{_,/.é?_ e B _f1/’;-*{-

o I':-f-l 3
- :
o
/z P Ty
r







26, DeEvVvoNsSHIRE PLACE,
wW.

- ot ¥ AAN in c/zf)

I U Lotes

.--’)‘L SZplr i &if"t L WW A
hoawin) B lorrgued (Ao
W77l hkra ohe 47 /W

.,f Z dd L~ 9éh Wﬁ A‘{' A{ / |
i

9 / oS L/% i ), /{f&, 22 -:i':'II
;/ 7 A _,.-x:&’;f /f-’/.( e v
"ix“” e i A xé{/Lﬁ? P

-

oo’ /4

e -
’
Y
A
¥







- ‘,r
fed o

26, DEVONSHIRE PLACE,
W.

/ﬁ{//c‘ (’ﬁ-‘ dfy(.’.-r / (';/A/-ﬁh 3

(3B A )

¥ 4 - i
; y o e
A f/daf, 5 .,f{__,( Lo
."’

v /,r»' Zte < coral < =<dre
7

i o
| g
P -'?‘."’_/?'f e et /::v- "
A e
AL y)/.; T2 ol 7 1
(/’_/;? 2 %// - ./{ «//" = o -//:i?-(h" x et

2l oo cce b <ol Ao

, 0]
/'9 o
: /ﬁ Py ) /,.) > ;A:- - ;4(:'2/49 o = (i

2
: ; =

. - =i y oy .
AT e d T ,//.;/’ F Ty

.-/




V.

7 ,
éf{a’ z W/A@’_Z g ""““/41{7 ﬁ/

- ,,/ :
}‘/,f; celote C— L= ?7 e
- . /
¥ ,/ Ot AR e Eet =k

f’f g -
A ppreredl Ot et Lot e 2

e 4 Lot
: ; A r.'?'/-?' L & T -ﬁ-c—r} 2
= ijfﬁ{{- to Ao 7,
{j?/ﬂ -2 C’A.” A o g_..r/,:. 2t / /»’.J (<
e #
2
; ’ . .
5 o % e / il 2 A s
' %
P e e ,"f T A S N Pl rd a2 o
: s // 7 AP
5-_-,»/{_,&-,;; g et B e A A f'-',’z- e ¥

/i

A 1 P

A




19th Oetoher, 1915,
Dear ¥r. Pinterbotham,
I am very sorry to d that this patient
continues to give yon B0 much anxiety and trouble.

In reply to your enquiry I may say that I

never discussed with ¥re. Seeligz her accusatioris against

her husband, feeling that it was a matter upon which I

could get no trustworthy evidance, and trying as far as
possible to exclude from my mind all reference to it
when I eonsidered the guestion of the justive of her
detention at the Retreat. I had no doubt whatever
that she had been of unsovnd mind and that she had not
properly recevered, buit I also felt that she was well
enough to have a trial, and I 414 not protest against
the deglsion of the Visiting Commissioners that the
trial should he permittad. Az she has now had a
prolenged trial and apparently has behaved well and
given no trouble, it would seem not unreasonable that
she should be discharged, though my oewn feeling is that
she should be discharged as "relieved” and not as
"recovered”.

I an aware that this is a lame conclusion,




and zives 1ittle jstance in respect to the cugt’ud?
of her children. uld it not be possible for her to
gonsant té her chil

baing placed under the care of

trustees appointed by yourself or the Lord
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Private & Confidentisal

ALL LETTERS SHOULD
BE ADDRESSED TO THE

OFFICIAL SOLICITOR.

OFFICIAL SOLICITOR'S DEPARTMENT,
ROYAL CGOURTS OF JUSTICE,

LONDOM, W.C.

18th Oetober 1915,

Bedford Pierce Esq., M.D.,
The Retreat,
York.

Dear Sir,
re Mrs.Seelig

This case is continuning to give me very great anxziety.
I have been interviewing the Board of Control and I have been
at the Home Office about her case, and ahout the custody of

her children.

At the moment I have only one qnestion to ask yon, in
striect confidence, namely:- Assuming the charges against
her hnshand to be trne, and assuming that he has committed
adnltery and is living in adultery with the lady under

whose care the children now are, and therefore that Mrs.

Seelig is judtified in the charges she makes azainst him,

would this affect your Judgment as to her fitness to be

discharged?
Yours-faithfully,

-







16th Oetoher, 19185,

Dear Sir George Savage,

Just & line to acknowledge yours, =nd to say
that we shall be very glad for Mrs. Seelig to be
discharged from our books as soon ae you give the word.
I shall want to know whether I am to discharge her as
*racovered” or "relieved".

I purposely refrained from discussing with
Mrs. Seelig the particular matters referred to in your
letter, as I always felt it was a matter upon which I
could not expect to obtain trustworthy evidence on
either side.

I much doubt whether she will be likely to
keep to any arrangements suggested for her manner of
life, but still I do not think this matters very much,

her husband is interned it does not much
mat ter what she says about him or what proceedings she

takes. I can only say that I am thoroughly serry for

the children to have a mother like that.

With kind regards.

Yours very truly,
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26, DevonsniRe PLace,
Octobex II I9IE: w.

Dear Bedford Pierce

I have perused the documente and Ihavd had

E?Uimgre interviews with Mres Seeling and gtill I am in doubt.
'}

D i =g me piles of evidence of her husband's immorality.
She says she did not mean to =zuggest that he had given
veneﬁbl disease but that his abnormal sexual relations causel
sortes of uterine and ovarian troubles.
geveral caseg in which " fraudes coné&%&lea"
cause general and local troubles.
gaid apply forthe divorce prove your facts and thein)

mat orocede furthershie certainl is plausible enough .
5 — £ (o
to think there is metal istability at lest

it will be difficult to establish inhner present

ptate I do feel however that she is hardly thebestl perso

to have chapge of the children.

: 2 2 i 3 - TR
. I have been almost driven off my head with a cople of the Socila

incopabable Kind regardes







8th QOctober, 1915.

Dear Sir George Savage,

Perhaps it would be better for me to send you
extracts of | letter recently written to the Offiecial Selieiter
respecting ¥rs. Seelig. I: must admit that I am rather fed up
with this case, and I have some solid two inches of
correspondence in the matter. I an also sending you
particulars of the case received from her husband's soliciter,
from Dr. Rambaut, and from the doctor who certified her last,
which three please return when read. The letter from the
golicitore was sent to me in confidence, and I must, therefore,
ask you to consider it as such.

I am inelined to think that her accusations against
her husband are untrue, but it is obviously impossihle for
anvone to judge on a matter of this kind, and so I think one
must execlude that as far as possible from the consideration.

I have seen him and have also seen Mr, Briggs, and I satisfied
myself as to their bona fides, and Mr. Briggs seemed to me to
be a thoroughly trustworthy man who had sincerely tried to do

his best for the patient.

It is a great pity that the woman cannot be shipped

off to Germany where she has lots of relations, and she would
be nicely out of the way.

If you would like any further particulars I will,




of course, gladly give them to you, bmt I doubt wery much
whather. details of histary will do much to help in the

Pregent difficulty.

I remain,

Yours wvery traly,
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26, DEVONSHIRE PLACE,







24th September, 1915.

In reply to your letter of the 23rd instant,

Dr. Plercs wishes me to¢ say that the Committze of the

Retreat have extended Vrs. Seelig'es leave of absence

for a further period of one month.

Yours falthfully,

Arthur J, Williams, Esq.

Official Seolicitor's Department,

Royal Courts of Justice,

London, ¥.C.







OFFICIAL SOLICITOR'S DEPARTMENT,
ROYAL COURTS OF JUSTICE,

LOMDOM, W.C.
23rd September 1915.
Bedford Pierce Esq., M.D.,

The Retreat,
York.

Dear Sir,
re Seelig

Mr.Winterbotham, who is away on his holiday, has sent
me his letter to you of the 17th and your reply of the 18th.

He has asked me to see the Board of Control, bat the
case is a difficult one and I am not at all sure that I shakl
be able to come to a decision uhitil the end of the month, by
which time the certificates will have lapsed. I shall he
extremely obliped therefore if the Commitfee will extend Hrs.
Seelig's leave of ahsence for another month, although I
imagine that Mr.Winterbotham will have come to a decision

a8 to the stens he 1s to ftake long before the expiration of

g month.

Please let me hear from yvon whether this leave has been

granted.
Yours faithfully,







18th September, 1915.

Dear Sir,

[ can well understand that you find ¥rs. Seelig's
case to he a difficult and perplexing one. ‘he caused me a
good deal of anxiety when she was hare, and I found it
difficult to disentangle the reasonable from the unrsasonable
in her statements. I had, of course, to satisfy myself that
ghe was rizhtly detained at the Retreat, and the following is
& summary of the conclusions I came to.

Evidences of Ins=nity.

(1) Unreasoning prejudiee against her husband and his
golicitor. I have seen the latter, and am satisfiad
that her prejudice against ¥r. Briggs was unjustified.

(2) Distorted recollections of what happened previous
to her return to the Lawn. She denied facts ‘n the
gertificates. I wrote to the doctor of Parkstone
(Dr. Drew) and satisfied myself as to the need for her
re-gertification.

(3) At the Retrcat. Evidence of vindictiveness against

anyone concerned in her detention, abuse and deliberate

misre?rununtation of myself, the staff, also the medical

officers of the institutions she had been in. A capacity
for making mischief so marked that I would not take her

back nnless actually otrliged to do so, and even then I







would advise the Committee to have her transferred in t'=
fntereasta of the other patients.

Making allowance for exeltability due to her
nationality we satiasfied ourselves that the guerilous

distortion of facte was due to mental infirmity.

But though I had no doubt as to the mental disorder
the more difficult question arises as to whether this is
sufficiently marked to justify continued detention. I gather
that since leaving the Retreat there has bheen little evidence
of definite insanity, and this being se I should have advised
her discharge but for the fact that she will naturally take
steps to recover the control of her children, and apply for
the management of her own affairs. I myself much doubt
whether ghe.is able to do this, and I think she would easily
bve imroged upon hy d=2signing persons wishful to make business.

The suzgestion I would make is that you ask one of
the London consultants, say Dr. Percy Smith or Dr. Cralg, to
gsee her on several occasions, both at Richmond unexpectedly
and at his own rooms in London. I feel sure vou would find
that the advice of an independent man of standing would assist
in deciding this perplexing question.

I 40 not think the Committee would, under the

circumstances, raise any difficulty about a longer leave of







ahsence, though, of course, it would be more satisfactory to
us if she was transferred to the care of a medical man, and
taken off our books altogether,

I am inclined to doubt whether it would be wise to

transfer her to the care of a medical man, but it is quite

possible that the physician who may see her may make the

suggestion, 80 as to get further evidence as to her conduct
day by day. Of course I would glad send partioulars of
history to anyone vou may neme,

I remain,

Youre very truly,

W. H. Winterbotham, Eaq.
Cralg y X¥or,
Abersoch,

Carnarvonshire.







18th August, 1918.

¥. H. Winterbottom, Esq.,
The 0fficial Sokieitor,
Royal Courts of Juatiee,
London, V.C.

Dear 8ir,
Ve have not heard anything of Mrs. Seelig since
she left the Nursing Home and I d0 not know whether it is
to be concluded that all is going well. You are aware that
she is on leave of absence from The Retreat and, unless there
is any definite reason to the contrary, I think this leave
of absenee should terminate at the end of this month when
the 3 months will have elapsed.
On the contrary, if i1t is desirable in her

interests that the leave of gbsence should be prolonged, I
expeot the Committee of The Retreat would be quite willing

to extend it on hearing definitely from you.
Yours faithfully,
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OFFICIAL SOLICITOR'S DEPARTMEMT,
ROYAL COURTS OF JUSTICE,
LONDOM, W.C.

6th Sentember 1915,

The Medical Superintendent,
The Retreat,
York.

Dear Sir,
re Mre.E.L.Seelig

I am obliged by your letter of the 3rd instant, and note

that Mrs.Seelig's leave of absence has been extended for one

month from the lst instant.
Yours faithfully,







4th September, 1915.

Saaliz.

At the reguest of Mr. Winterbotham, the

1

ra. Seelig was

Petitioner, the leave of shaence for

gxtended for one month from the lat of Septemher,.

Yours faithfully,

The Secretary,
The Board of Control,
66 Victoria Street,

London, B.V.







r Allreomemuolestions should be

nuldl fegand to—
THE SECRETAILY, e y
G T Bosrp o CONTROL,
L] <AL, 11
8, Vigborin Strecs,
e e, g N Y TIT
LONDHX, 5.0, 66, Ficforde Steeet, S H

et L& T

shold be mads







3rd Septewber, 1915.

Dear 8ir,

E. L, Beelig.

T

The Committee of the Retreat have granted an

axtention of the leave of absence for ¥res. Seelig for

one month from September lst. It is not necessary to
arply to the Board of Control.

Yours falthfully,

¥. H. Winterbotham, Eaq.
Official Seolicitor's Department,
Royal Courts of Justice,

London, W.C.







OFFICIAL SOLICITOR'S DEPARTMENT,
ROYAL COURTS OF JUSTICE,
LONDON, W.C.
2nd September 1914,
The Medlical Saperint

T} T ; :
The Refreaf,
'\.’Or 1

1

Wonld yon kindly left me know whether the Board of Cort rol

eranted an extension of Hrs.Seelipg?s leave of absence?

Yours faithfully,

=













BMD
8, PARK OQUARE,

THE RETREAT,

BY APPOIMNTMENT.

YORK.
TWESDAY, L
}l..&-u T 4 LM

FRIDAY

i
rELEPHOME {'Y'I:JHH L L R o
\LEEDS NAZOTT

AU g -k ?{], 1':-'

rgce ived your letier recommending an exe-

tenzion of I'rn. Seelig's Leave of Abhsence, and thank you

for the same.







ALL LETTERS SBHOULD
ST e OFFICIAL SOLICITOR'S DEPARTMENT,

FIGIAL SOLICITOR.
ROYAL COURTS OF JUSTICE,
LONDOMN, W.C.

August 26th 1915

To the Medleal Superintendent
The Retreat,York

Dear Sir,

Re. Mrs Seelig

It is & 1ittle difficult dealing with this matter while Mr.
Winterbotham is away and I am not clear as to whether he has
been in direct communication with you.

I have however, received a telegram from him from whieh I

understand he thinks it would be wise to obtaln a month's

extension of leave of absence and T wired to you to this effect.

last night.

The Commissioners may of course consider that Mrs Seellg is
now entitled to her discharge, but pending their decision on the
point, it would seem to be highly desirable to keep the
certificate on foot.

Yours faithfully,













15 BHOULD

ED TO THE OFFICIAL SOLICITOR'S DEPARTMENT,
ROYAL COURTS OF JUSTICE,

LONDOMN, W.C

Angust 21st 2915

To the Medical Superintendent
The Retreat
York
Dear Sir,
I sent your letter of the 18th August om to Hp.
Winterbotham who is now away on hies holldays.

He has asked me to tell you that Sir ¥. Nesdham has

taken an interest in the case and has recehtly seen lire Seelig.

Mr. Winterbotham states that he is writing to the Board
of Control asking them for their advice and "hes will probabX¥y
write you direct as soon as he has heard from the Board.

Yours faithfully,







6th July, 1915.

Dear Mr. Winterbotham,

With regard to your letter I must admit that
the charge for nursing in London in private nursing
homes is an alarming business, and all I can say is
that nurses cannot be got for less than £3. 3. 0 per
week in London if there is any suggestion of mental
disease in the patient, and I think a special nurse
was required at night for sbout a fortnight to make
things reasonably safe. I do not know that I can
help any more in the matter.

With regard to the expenses here they are
not large. The fee for sending Mrs. Seelig to London
was Nurse £1. 1. 0, travelling expenses £2. 7. 0, and
other out of pocket expenses £1. 5. 4, and the fee
charged for my own services in arranging for the
econsultation I thought should be £3. 3. 0. I dia
not make a special journey te London on this account.
At the same time we are sending in last quarter's
account to date, which I think includes everything,
unless there are one or two small disbursements, the
accounts for which have not yet been sent in.

I remain,

Yours very truly,







EHOULD
ED TO THE OFFICIAL SOLICITOR'S DEPARTMENT,
LICITOR. B
ROYAL COURTS OF JUSTICE,

LONDOMN, W.C.
5th July 1915.

ITONOS













2nd July, 1915.

Dear Mr. Brigzs,

I have been away for a short heliday, and
find on ny return the letter respeating the anonyrious
conmuniocation vou have had. I shovld think it is
guits probable that this 1is prompted by Virs. Seelig.

You will have heard that the operation was
suceoessfully performed and that Mre. Seelig has done
very well at the Nuraing Fome, and no doubt yow are
avare that Mr. Winterbotham 1s now the Petitioner in
this case.

I have not heard yet as to what is likely
te be done with ¥rs. Seelig. I wrote before I went
from home to ¥r. Winterbotham saving that possibly

the Lord Chancellor's Visitors would bhe abhle to

suggest some home in a private family where ¥Mra. Seelig

might remain for some months on trial, btut I have not
had any reply to this suggestion. You will not be
gurprised to hear that I dc not want her back at the
Retreat.

I remain,

Yours very truly,




suicide, and one must not be surprised at their
taking special precautions in such cases.
I have received from the Board of Control

formal notice that you are now Petitioner fTor this

lady. Ho doubt I shall be hearing Trom you &8 to

whether you would like the leave of absense extended.

I am sending one of the usiial notices for persons on

leave of ahsense which the Committee of the Retreat

have adopted. 1 may perhaps say that the idea

underlying these small payments is that leave of

absense may not be forgotten or continued indafinitely.
I remain,

Yours verv truly,




2nd July, 1915.

Dear Mr. Winterbotham,

I am sorry tp hear of the diffieulty in
respect to the nursing fees. There hae been some
misunderstanding in the matter. I certainly told
Miss Folder that I thought a special night nurse was
necessary at the time of the operation. The patient's
bedroom had necessarily to be aﬁ the top of the house,
and it really would not have been safe for her to be
left for a moment until it was quite clear that there

had been no adverse effect upon her mind through the

operat ion. If she had been here we should certainly

have given her a special nurse both day and night and
not left her for a moment. Although in Institutions
such as the Retreat where there is a large staff of
nurges temporary arrangements of this kind can be
made without and serious diffioulty it is quite
different in small Institutions. Outside nurges have
to be engaged and the expense of this is always very
gerious, I should hardly have thought that the
special nurse was needed for as long as & month, bdut
as to that I must not offer an opinion. I may perhaps
add that Fursing Homes generally are very chary of

taking any patient coming from an Asylum for fear of




2nd July, 1915.

Dear Miss Holder,

I am porry for the mistake about the night
nursge. I certainly did not mean to request you to
supply a night nurse during tﬁ& whole of Hra. Seekig's
stay, but I thought one was necessary during the
operation and sufficiently long afterwards for you to
be quite easy in your mind as to how she would go on.
The faoct that the room was at the top of the house
with that open window close hy rendered it desirable
that during the operation at anv rate a night nurse
ghould be supplied. I will write to Mr. Winterbothanm
on the subjeect.

Thnugh I have letters from you and frem
him I have not heard what has happened to lirs. Seelig,
ghether she remains with you or not, and as shes iz on
leave of absence and technically a patient of mine

I should 1like to know how she is going on. I was

very glad to hear that the operation had ﬁean 80

successful and that you had not had any trouble with
her.
I remain,

Yours very truly,
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30th June, 1915,

letter gtating that the Offieisl Sclicitor is now

3. F11lita I.. Sselig.

Yours fai

Secratary,

Beoard ef Control.







ALL LETTERS SHOULD
BE ADDRESSED TO THE
OFFICIAL SOLIGITOR.

OFFIGIAL SOLICITOR'S DEPARTMENT,
ROYAL COURTS OF JUSTICE,
LONDON, W.C.

30th June 1915.

Bedford Pierce Esq.,
The Retreat,
York.

Dear Sir,
re Mrs.Seelig

I am sorry to trouble you abont Mrs.Seelig's ecase,
I have had an exorhitant account from the nursing home
ditional nursing. I had better quote what kiss Holder

says:- "Enclosed you will find onr account for her 4 weeks

"gtay here. Dr.Pierce wished me to get a "special" night

"narse for her, otherwise I should not have done so. I enclose
account also which wonld you kindly pay % the

"Nnrses” Co-operation." The account is at the rate of

4 guineas a week for four weeks with some other e=mpenses,

makine £17.6.0 in all.

I confess that when one pnays £7.7.0 a week with extras

™

to a nursing home one does not expect to have to pay for

o

onteide nurses, but as I had to obtain the laster's aunthor

F
‘*’

to pay the expenses of the operation I wrote to Dr.Phillips

on the 7th June before the oneration was performed asking







him what the total expenses would be, and after naming his

own fee and th=t of the chloroformist and assistant he

gtated that the nursing home fee would he 8 guineas a week

for thres weeks, and said nothing whatever about any additional

i

expenses, I sabmitted this to the lMaster and obtained his
anthority to inceur this expenditure, but I have no anthority

*

to pay anything more.







ALL LETTERS SHOULD
L T eeEE OFFICIAL SOLICITORS DEPARTMENT,
OFFICIAL SOLICITOR.

ROYAL COURTS OF JUSTICE

LONDON, W.C.
2lst June 1915,
Bedford Pierce Esq.,

The Retreat,
York,

Dear Sir,
re Mra.Seelig

I am ohliged hy your letter of the 18th.
I have concluded that I will make a personal call on

Mrs.Seelig. I may be ahle to persuade her to take her

period of prohation quietly. I shall point out to her that

while I am receiver she cannot employ a solicitor and inenr

legal exnenses.
Yoursfaithfully,

&
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18th June, 1915.

Dear Mrs. Seelig,

I had written to you befors receiving

your letter, and I am very gl=d to hear
thet you are going on so well.
corresponding: with Mr. Winterbotham
in reapect to the next step, dut 1 am sorry that
I cannot say anvthing definite at present.
I remain,

Yours very truly,







18th June, 1915,

re Mra. BSeelig.

I have a difficulty in giving a détided
réply to your letier of the 17th.  During ¥rs. Seelig's
gtay at the Retreat she diad not, in my opinion,
exhibit sufficient evidence of insanity to justify

cont inued detention in an asylum, but in maving this

1 ‘do not wish it to be thought that I accept her

gtotements with regard to her husband and hig soliecitor.

ghe 18 a strange woman; she can be and very
frequently is apreesble and was often sympathetic to
other patients, nevertheleas her inflience here was
injurious, I moght almost say rpoisonous, and if she
+eturns to the Retreat I should have to place her in a
detached villa 30 that she came into contact with a
1imited murher of ﬁafients. The combination of
natural affection for her children and vindietive
desire to injure her husband promises ill for the
future, and I do not see Tiow she 6an be allowed to
have the custody of her children whilst she speaks
of her husband openly as she does.

‘It would seem to me desirable that her

husband should cease to be petitioner, and it would




be decidedly better if someons were appointed such as
yourself who could tske an independent view.

The suggestion I would make is that the
existing leave of absnece should be extendsd to
permit of a prolonged period of trial in a private
family. It is possible the Lord Chancellor's Visitors
might be able to sugzest a suitable temporary home.

1 think 1 had better have nothing to do with this or
Mrs. Beelig will hﬁ prejudiced against the people at
onee.

I may add that at the present time there
ig not in my Jjudgment the sl ightest fear of attempted
suicide, but there seems to be no doubt whatever that
.when she wag at Bournemouth she had a definite attack
qf depression and was. then probabhly sulcidal, and it
is of course possible that after a few weeks or months
there _may be another depressed phase. This, however,
is. not at all likely to come on without smple warning.

I may say that 1 am going away for ten
_days holiday, but Dr. Hgﬁ:anziu can deal Qith anvthing
in my absence.

I remain,

Yours very truly,

¥. H. Winterbotham, Esq.
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17th June, 1915.

mEpy

Dear Misps Holder,

' I should be glad to ﬁuro a line from you

to say how Hrs.uaualig is getting on. I have had

a long fﬂanﬂnnbln letter from her appeal ing for her
discharge, but tﬁﬁ Board of ﬂnntrni have written to
me decidedly saying she is not to bhe discharged yet.

I may say that Nrs. Seaiig aai!l thﬁ
following statement in her letter. "Miss Holder
under wvhose care you have put me has told me she is
convinced that I am not in any way mentally afflicted,
50 has Dr. Philligps."

The difficulty in the case refers to her
accusations sgainst her hushand and against Mr. Briggs,
which I have reason to believe are utterly untrue.
This alone would not matter so much if she did not
when she was free last time vindictively perseocute
them. Still it is a very difficult case, and I
would suggsest that you do not discuse the details
with her at all, and certainly do not at present
say anything to her about the Commissioners' deecision
about her discharge, as it will necessarily upset
her and create many diffioculties. I do not want

her back at the Hntf-nt, and would gladly arrange




gomething else if I can do so.

Please let me know when you ﬁhink she will

be raaﬂ# to leave thﬁ nursing home.

I may say that the York Police have heen hers
asking why she has not registered, and I think that

whenever she leaves the nursing home she will have to

be under police supervision, being an unnaturalised

alien.

Yours very truly,




ALL LETTERS BHOULD
GE ADDREBEED TO THE
OFFICIAL EOLISITOR.

QFFIGIAL SOLICITOR'S DEPARTMENT,
ROYAL COURTS OF JUSTICE.
LONDON, W.C

17th June 1915.

Bedford Pierce Esq., M.D.,
The Retreat,
York.

Dear S8ir,
re Mra.Seelip

Dr.Phillips reports that he performed the operation
on Saturday last and that everything went quite satisfactorily
and that the patient had been and was behaving "in a most
normal manner". I have this morning a letter from the lady
of which I enclose a copy.

I am applying to the Board of Control to be substitnted
as petitioner in place of Mr.Seelig the hmnsband. He and his
gsolicitor think this will avoid friction between husband and

wife and I presume therefore will be good for the lady, though

personally I d0 not want to have more to do with the case

than I can help.

My object in writing fto you is to ask you whether yom
are satisfied that Mrs.Seelig should bhe practically free
for the next three months, always assuming that she does

not hreak down or do anything outrageous in the interval.







2. Plercs,

I had a long interview with Mr.Briggs the other day and he
told me that she had suicidal tendencies, and he further

told me that when she interviewed her children she asked

the boy of 9 questions about the alleged immorality of his
father which were obviously improper having regard o the
boy's age. This is of all cases one in which I desire to
take no responsibilities with regard to the lady's person,
but I take it from your letter to me of the 22nd May that
yon have granted three months leave of absence because in

your opinion it is desirable that the¥ period of festing

gshould be adequate, which, I take it, means th&t W thin all

reasonable limits she is 40 have complete liberty during
the time. I should of ocourse insist on knowing where she
is, and Mr.Briggs is evidently of opinion that she wll =t
once consult a solicitor with a view of taking legal
proceedings, but so long as I am receiver she cannot of
couree litigate.

Will you kindly let me have a line from you by return
as I want to communicate with the Board of Control before
she is convalescent, so that I may be able to make up my
mind what line I ought to take?

I am sending her £2 in response to her letter.

Your 8 fai t hfully,
Encl.
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16th June, 1915.

Dear Dr. Phillips,

I an glad to hear that the ovperation has
gone off wall and t at ¥rs. Seelie is zivineg no
troubhle. That I f7lly sexpected would be the case
as she will not wish tg do anything that will
interfere withr her recainine her likerty, I cnclose
a cony of a letter which ghe has recently written to

Mr, Briggs. There 1s no question that 4r. Briggs

i1g a thoroughly honourable man, =and 1 heard from

Dr. Smith how exceedinglyv ¥ind and long suffering

he had been in dealing with this unhappy woman.

I thought vou would bte interested in sesing this.

T remain,

Yours very truly,







68, BROOk STREET,

GROSVENOR SQUARE,W.
14th June, 1915,

Dear Dr. Pierce,

I did the operation on ¥rs. Seelig on Saturday: everything
going well. She has been an excellent patient, and beyond the
natural restiveness at being kept waiting I have so far observed

nothing abnormal in her mental condition, but I will write you

further when I have observed her longer.

Yours very truly,
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11th June, 1915.

Dear Dr. Phillips,

Many thanks for the papers which duly came
to hand.

I am glad to heat Mrs. Seelig is giving no
trouble, and I think she has reasonable grounds for
haing restive at the delay. I thought I had put
everything in order when I was in Tondon, but as you
know there are exceptional difficulties in dealing
with the case.

I an very sorry to say that the Board of
Contrel have written to me to;say that they think
¥rs. Seelig should return to the Retreat for a
further periocd of observation after the operation is
over. We do not want her back here, and I should
have much preferred that she was allowed to do what
she liked to sse how she goes on. If, after a
longer stay in London, you ean report that her
conduct has been correet I will write to the Board

of Control and point out the cbjections to her coming

back here. It will be better not to say anything of

this to her as she will be greatly worried at the
possibility of having to come back, and it would
certainly prejudice her chances of doing well under
the operation.

Yours wvery truly,







9th June, 1915.

Dear Mrs. Seelig,

The delay is certainly most unfortunate,

b
but a triangular or gquadrangular correspondence is

always a tedious matter, and under the eirocumstances
I do not see how it ean be helped. I thought I had
got everything satisfacborily sdttled when I was in
town, and I am sorry for the delay which you must
find vexatious. I 40 not see what I ecan do further
in the matter, but I am glad to hear that Dr. Phillips
does not think a very serious or disabling operation
is oalled for, and I trust you will soon be through
with it, and bde better.

I remain,

Yours very truly,







53 Beaumont Str.
London Tune 9thAS.

Dear fSir,
I once ncre ask you to see that my children write

to me, eapeclially my haby bov. Eoy reassured mif at York

w

was forbidden to do so, and that

is & erumsl shame that vou

your (lient in hias barherous eruel

'3 how Tar sana people will go for
ind peanaos

patisntly for neows from my

rdsy morning

I shall take

—— e

by foroe

e never missed

——

hafora he went o his father. This

e o

L

gaaverance of my children ia syatemating] ly pursuit by my

husband with one chjeeot in view. I know hig well

preméditated underhand dirty actions only too well and you

are his tool. Are you newer going to do vwhat is right, are
yocu pasacd al human feelings?
Yours truly,

ELLITA
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68, BRook STREET,
GROSVENOR SQUARE,W.

8th June, 1915,

Deer Dr. Bedford Pierce,
I am returning your documents with many thanks. I am now

awalting a2 final decision from the Sélicitor's Department,(rr.

Winterhnthaﬂﬂ as he has asked me, in addition to my formal letter,

to supply him with answers to three distinct gquestions.

¥rs. Seelig is behaving extremely well except that she is
getting restive at being kept in the home without enything veing
done. I will let ycu know further when anything definite is
decided.

Yours very truly,
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Yth June, I916.

Dear Dr.Pierce,

Mrs E.L.Seelig.

Many thanks for your kind letter received this morning.

It 18 much the best plan for Mr.Winterbotham to make
all these arrangenents and I am very glad to know that Dr.
Phillips' report is being sent to him direct.

When Mrg Seelig was operated on before, no question
whatever was raised about Mr.Seelig paying the fees but, after
it was over, he went %o see Dr.Smith and gave him his own chegue
for the amount. 3But for the difficulty that Mrs Seelig has .
created I am quite sure that he would have done the same this
time and, when it is all over, it is exceedingly likely that he
will wish to contribute. The letters that I have sent to you
and the course the matter has taken have made it impossible for
him to either assume responsibllity for the operation or the .
expense. It seems to me that the advice which Dr.Phillips gives
is very good advice and,if it is followed, there will be no

chance ol criticism from Mr.Seelig.

Yours faitnfully,
L/¢¢ g%égéﬁni . 3 .







o
£ ._’,-,/__-,-- /f/,- VAT T W,f.’;? }_,:’;;.;. J . - -
yen s 2/?){;;1:11 Sitrert, // /‘(_,/j

":@nthughnn:,

TELEPHONE 1262,

L g
= Gl /7/,5

—

b
C:t-_»,?”; = C::;__é" - A
: r/d‘ 5'5'2:«. =

e T
@' ﬂramﬂ M/%—

T

&/% /é”"—'ﬁ‘éf‘ s T
7_/’&@47 e, ﬁ__

/4- /ﬁ = /@/ﬁmm
é;:,. ﬁw %,&_ﬁ

LA

ﬁ" ﬁ'?‘d’:’é‘ A—ﬂrﬂ“’f-/&’ .ﬂ'ﬂ S-ﬂt-Z‘;' ’éL_W

AZZ./,%/ et .
S JMW e
/‘L /f/w A G e
=~ ;/ﬂwfj/f/ff .
0 e ol B b @0 ﬁy‘t{ :
/f’iw Bk ave P, M{;ﬁq‘;ﬂy
Sfriees e Lo smverid Mg

D /h%«»éf = ﬁ o
Fezrzer /.;_ /mu7 Aﬁ"?f/ﬁﬁ?ﬁ
w/«/ iAo 2 2 17 -/f’w“”z"”‘(

//'m:z7 /74//" 5[47141 ﬂzﬁj/ﬁf——v

7. &7 /M AJMZ‘*{‘*L{/

ﬁ/&-/’/.dx Los S7

-
Fd;muu h%m WJ’C r/‘rz7

/_"-._#F""""

TE







68, BrRook STREET,
GROSVENOR SQUARE,W.

4th Juhe, 1915,

Dear Dr. Pierce,

I have today seen Mrs. Seelig and I have written my opinion
to the Official Solicitor. My opinion is as follows, that removal
cf the womb itself ig entirely unmeceseary but that considerable
local improvement might be brought about by a careful stitching
operation upon the neck of the womb, together with curettage. I

believe the pain she suffers near the epigastrium is something in

the form of anuantaruspaﬁmrand would not very likely be influenced

by a pelvic operation. Removal of the wormb would of course steri-
ise the patient, which would be & sericus step to teke in a woman
of her age: moreover, removal of the womb in women who are on the
border~line, 20 to speak, often leads to further mental trouble.
The fee for the operation is fifty guineas, and there would be
the chloroformist, four or five, and the asgistant, three.

Yours very truly,







ALL LETTERE SHOULD
BE ADDRESSED TO THE
COFFICIAL BOLICITOR.

OFFIGIAL SOLICITOR'S DEPARTMENT,
ROYAL COURTS OF JUSTICE

LONDON, W.C.
ord Jane 1915.
Bedford Pierce Esgqg.,
The Retreat,
York.

Dear Sir,
I quite approve of what you have done with regard to

Miss Whitworth's present to Miss Hodgson,
With regard to lirs. Seelig, I have asked Dr.Phillips

to report to me before they proceed to any operation as T

must bring the matter before the Master and obtatn his

sanction to the necessary expenditure.

Mr.Briggs is obvionsly persnaded that she only desires
her liberty for the purpose of continning her quarrel w ith
her husband, and I have no doubt that he made this oclear t
you at his recent interview. Of course I do not know the
merits of the case, but obviously if it is a d elusion it is
a very serions one, and likely to lead her into serious
expenditure and into other difficunlties.

You of course realise that I cannot tske any
responsibility with regard to her person in London.

Yours faithfully,







1at June, 1915.

I enclose with this some partiounlars whieh
ba of garviee to yvou. rs. Jealig atarted *this
morning for the lurainz Home 1n a_vervy bad tenpsr,
galy to the Faet that the leave of ghsancea
baen granted from the Hetroat. is not
I have made it guite c¢lear
iolden wishes and not make
consent. It is &
peculiarly dlffiecult cass.
Sifice I saw vou there has hesn ne ratura

of the pain in the upper pari of the ahdomen, and

Mrs. Seelipg has been g28ing about quite easily, playing

and so Torth.
1 remain,

Yours very truly,




lst June, 1915,

re Mia -f__‘l*ﬁ':i tworth.

Whitworth has heen to aee Misa Hodgaon,

iha purchasas croekKery and other

ieg for thae new house.

T

Hodgson 1a

dinsly pleased.

London to=-day,
in‘'a very-pleazent of mind.
not glve any trouble at e nuraing hone

H il g

¥8 very unfortunate under the circumstances

[

T 1
. e T
& -TEEE1

Youreg very truly,

T

.- Winterbothan,
Royal Courta o
8trand,

London.




conrmuricnticns should be

iRCHETARY,
The Brard of G
ik, Vackoria Skreet,

LW DN, 5.

Lammunieadtong el ting bodilonn

silyeats shoukd be mads b

L HEU LY T H
Ll B,

In reply plense quole

I am dirgeted by

Line

acknowledze the recaeipt of your

ultima and Lo zayvy that az as

wlll not pe pasalile for a Medigal

Ene iz at

while

may eiflfectl & radlcal

diticen and the Eoard thinle it will

Fer o retirn Lo "The Retreat" far

any further definite asticon is tak

-\.--\.-D o

aobedlent

Becrelaryv.

1l Buperintendent.,

Retreatl, Yark.

Loa

im

Trir Boarn o0r Conrcrorn,

66, Victoria Streef, S.W

rd of Contrel to

Lter I Lthe =Slat

L can he seen Lt

commigaianer Lo

ureing

e
DT,

il 4
A

wanEe in her

GET]=

te adviaabls for

abeervation Lelore

w
¥i 28

el a8 Lo hner future.

£

e i

rvant,







TELEPHOME 1282,

i




¢ e e,

E ﬁ‘_"_/ Vv e :-_':: -




Yrg. Seeliz

Gentleme n;

=slig is L’:..,,, bomeryd Leave of Absence

iklr"" 3% Reaumont Stirest, London.

somn chronie inflamration of the cervix
68 Brook Street, is to examine her
nant should be adopted.

1 1 GOYS ) ! y as to what to do
when this matter is conecluded. The Visiting members of the
hoard of Control advised a Leave e:f DB bhut the Patitioner
has sericus misgivings about this, and 2] 1r_',-+ confess that I
th ink they ere juatified. The othar day he came to see
me and hrow the two childre n y Yrs, Seelig. T am
in f’r*" ned Mra. Scelilg in talkine te these ehildren,
nrrnas-examined them as to her husband's behaviour with his
:cvdin hronsekaepe - eing from her general

i i cem 1ictle dovbt that

roliey towards him

Liad’

i in respect to the custody
of the children q Deed of Separation she was glven
cuatody of them, 1t I much bt whether she is fit to

have 1t 3 ]

wolved by the fact t'--t-.t.
al ien ot a there L Ear y he
willing o take any *‘ﬂf‘rnnf—‘s“} ility

= . at ] of her mental atate,
1edided evidences cf insenlty aince she
2t except .'L;'. reapect te her attlitude
. and conseguently I should ralse no ob-

-

stricted leave of apsence ware it not for the

to 'vi i rg. Seellg ang i ondo 2}
lgza Lo 'k;.".:?.-r st steps L take iy L e |""/'|]" of treats
ment is completed?

I remain,

*

Yours faithfully,

The Board of Control







Mrs. Seelig's Leave of Absence

Under the Care of iiss Holder, 63 Beaumont Street, London.

Mrs. Sealig must %e willing to he advised bvr Mias
Holder as to her moyements, must not leaye the Wursing Home without
Mige Holder's approval, and no fresh arrsngements muat be made
without the uanetion of the MHedlcal Superintendeni of the FRetreat,

York.

Hra. Saelig is adviaed to put on one aide all matters relating

to the diffieulties with her hushand. The present Leave of Absence

-

is intended solely to permit of medical treatment in the ¥ursing

Home and 13 not unrestricééd lsave on trial.

& £

any trouble aris it 18 understood that Mra. Seslig will

return to the Hetreat.







May 31, 1915

Our lMatron, Miss Head, 13 going with Xrs. Seelig
to London tomorrow. The address is 53 Beaumont Street
(e/o ¥ias lolder). I am Anforming Yris. Secliz that the
Laave of Abaence is limited to the treatment, of her malady
and that she must make no other arrangements without my
sanction.

The statement in your letter respscting her ocon-
versatlion with the children seams to me very serious.
I have net mentioned it to her as, no deubt, she would simply
deny having said anything of the kind.

The whole situaticn is most perplexing, the more

80 as, though I have no doubts as to the truth of the state-
3

ments in the history of the case, I rmust confess thrat from
my own personsal examination of 17rg. Seellg I should not be
disposed to sizn a certificate of inaanity.

T

L remalin,

Yours very truly,







ALL LETTERS SHOULD
BE ADDREZSED TO THE OFFICIAL SOLICITOR'S DEPARTMENT,
GEFIGIAL SOLICITOR. ;

ROYAL COURTS OF JUSTICE,

LONDON, W.0.

39th May 1915.

Bedford Pierce Esq., M.D.,
The Retreat,
York.

Dear Sir,
re Mre.Seelig

In Mr.Winterbotham's absence I have to acknowledge
the receipt of your letter of the 27th instant, which I
will place before him on his return next Wednesday.

The case is certainly a very diffiocult one, but I
imagine that some little time will elapse before the actunal
operation is performed, and Mr.Winterbotham will doubtless
write to youn on the subject immediately on his return.

Yours faithfully,

(







r 4

TELEPHONE 1282, ,Elﬂtl"l_{hﬂm ¥

2, Nivturin Street,

29th May,Iolb.

Dear Dr.Plierce,
Mrs E.L.SeellgZ.

I am not at all surprised to receive the enclogure Irom
Mrs Seelig.

She seems to be veering round,to a visit %o London witn
an examination}as an excuse and no intention of undergoling an
operation.

The sensible plan,of course,would be for her to come %o
the Women's Hospital at Nottingham where she was operated on . .
before and to undergo the slight operation which Dr.Smith suggests
and let him do itf'but,tu sugegest that, is simply to invite oppos—
ition. There is really nothing to be done but tell her that . .
neither Mr.Seelig or I have any longer anything to do with her
money and that the whole authority rests with the Officlials at
the Law Courts who will make whatever arrangements are necessary
for her benefitfbut she mist make her own arrangements and take
ner chance of Mr.Seelig being willing to make a voluntary allow-
ance towards the cost. He will take no responsibility.

There will be no chance of & private patient being
admitted into the General Hospital. It 1s inadequate to the demand

upon it. Only yesterday I had a case before me,as Chalrman of a

e







Chiaritable committes,which had been waiting for two years to be
admitted for an operation and that, I'm sorry to say,1s not an
lzolated case.

This 15 siuply a repetition of a most frequent experien-

ce with Mrs Seelig. 80 long as she lmagines there 1s some oppos-—

ition to her wish so long does she persist in 1t. The moment her
wish seems %0 be gratified it losea all its attraction.

Yours faithfully,

Dr.Erlford Pierce,
Medical Superintendent,
Tne Retreat,
YORK.
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2, Nivtnria Strest,

TELEFHOME 1282 ‘i@[ﬂ'ﬁnijhﬂm_

£8th May, 19I5,

Dear DIr.Plerce,

Mrg E.L.Seelig.

I am mmch obliged to you for your letter and its . .
enclosure. I don't think you could put the case more clearly to
Dr.piitillips. O course,he will respect the confidence invelved
in iﬁ& written report on the case and which I notice you have let
him see.

We have been very anxious not to crosg-examnine Mr.
Beelig's daunghter about what took place between her and her .

riother. The child showed very evident relief when the interview
was over. Sne volunteered %o her Tather that her mother asked
her if she thought he would take her back Bome. It also appeared
that she plied her with inmumerable questions about her cousin,
Migs Haakh and wanted her to get her to say wh;ch of the two,her
father or her mother,she loved best. Probably,without any press-—
ing, & wore connected account of the interview will transpire
within a few days and, il there is anything more to tell, I will
write you.

My great anxiety is about what will happen after the

operation is over. Mr.Winterbotham suggests that the leave of

o, o







absence should be limited to the pericd necessary to be spent
in the Mursing Home, and that subsequent leave should be consid-
ered then. This course,will,at least,protect Mras Seelig from
the very grave danger of being left friendless and on her own
resources in London.

Yours faithfully,
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May 27, 1915

¥.H.Winterbotham Waq.
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ALL LETTERS SHOULD
BE ADDRESEED TO THE
COFFIGIAL BOLICITOR.

OFFICIAL SOLICITOR'S DEPARTMENT,
ROYAL COURTS OF JUSTICE

LONDON, W.0.

26th IMay 19%S.

Bedford Pierce Esq., M.D.,
The Retreat,
York.

Dear Sir,
re Mrs.Seelig

I have some difficulty in dealing with this matfer

-

Mr .Winterbotham is out of town until the midd f next
weelr,
I understand however from Kr.Briggs that he is shortly
going over to York, if indeed he has not already done 8o,
to talk the question of the ¢peration over =ith you, and
I shall probably he hearing either from you or from him,
or possibly from both, in the course of ftomorrow.

Tir &

I need scarcely say that I know that Mr.Winterbother

is merely desirous of following the best advice that can be

obtained, thongh strietly spesking the matter is one which
does noft All within his duties as receilver.
Another patient Miss Whitworth has written to Ifr,
nterbotham (to whom she always sends her love although
I believe have never met!) to say that she is anxions

appears to be leaving, should







4%

have a nresent from her. I know that Mr.Winterbotham

will wish to be gunided entirely by your opinion on a point

like this And wounld he glad of any advice that you may

give him on the sabject.

Yours #&ithfully,







¥av 27, 1915

5% Reaumont Street, on the lst prox.

anrv of n lettar I have written to
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be what to do with her afturwurda. but that I heed not now discuss.

If, howevar, my expectations should not be fulfillsd, as she continues

to be a patient on our books, st e can be sent back here at any

time without formslitiss.
I remain,

Yours very truly,
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¥Mra. E.L.Seelipg

Dear B8ir,

In reply to your letfer of ¥ay 20th, I may say that

a Leave of Absence for three montha dees ne ean that tre
pat lant must stay away 7 the whole of that pericd. 0On the
contrary, if there is any causa Tor ixiety or if gha mis=
anv w e ouEn T t harc the Retreat
without formality afi
I have wtitter to
leave of absence is 1in my opinlor
that the peried of testlng should he

T4+ B a9 Ty y ey Ynn -
¥With regard to the Commissioners

, I have not
advised of any change of opinion on their part. There is
no doubt considerable diffieulty in Xnowing what to do after
the operation is over. ¥or =@y own part, I should think the
best plan is to allow Y¥ra. 9celip considershle liberty of
action,

I remailn,

Yours verv truly,

V.H.Winterbotham Esqg.







May 21, 1915

Dear 8irs,
I eneloss particulars from a letter which I wrote

to the Cfficial Solieitor on Wednesdav lamst, from which wvom
w11l see that I have made provisional arrangenents for Vs,
Seellis to Ao to the Yursinege Home afimr Whitsuntide,
I had net met DPr. Phillipes before, but the impression

I receivad was st ¥ra. Sealig will be well advised to place

harsel? unreservedly in hims bards.

1

va ofahsence 12 desirable, 8o

ymnle opportunity given for secing how she

3eallic ought 16 see the

childran before she goes to Lendon, and I hope this ean be

ar~anged. Any day would he guite convenient for us.

Yours verv truly,

Messra. Furton & Brizzs
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ALL LETTERS BHOULD
BE ADDREBSED TO THE OFFIGCIAL SOLICITOR'S DEPARTMENT,

CFFICIAL SOLIGITOR.
ROYAL COURTSE OF JUSTICE.

LONDON, W.C.
20th May 1915.
Bedford Pierce Esq.,M.D.,

The Hetreat,
York.

Dear Sir,
re Mrs.E.L.Seelig

I am obliged by your letter of the 19%h.
I will commanicate at once. with the Master, and 1 have
no doubt whatever that he will sanction the expenditure if

you and Dr.Phillips advise the operation.

Messrs. Burton & Briggs seem exceedingly amiious that

the lady shounld not have three months leave of absence, and

they say that the Board of Conftrol have withdrawn the

recommendation of three months leave of shsenee, FPerhaps

ander the eircumstances it wonld he desirable that she shounld

have leave of absence until her time in the nur&ing home
hes expired, and the question of confinning it might then
be considered.

Noting the last paragraph of your letter I will

endeavonr to comanicate again with yon by wire.

Yours faithfully,

-
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ALL LETTERS EBHOULD ; :
T e OFFIGIAL SOLICITOR'S DEPARTMENT,
OFFIGIAL S0LIQITOR.

Telephone No. Holborn 6700 ROYAL COURTS OF JUSTICE.
Exfension 66. :
LONDON, W.C.

17th May 1915.

Bedford Pierce Esq., M.D.,
Kingsley Hotel,
Bloomsbury, W.C.

Dear Sir,
re Mrs.Seelig

I am in receipt of your letter, and am glad to know
that you are coming to London to arrange matters.

I gather from the medical attendant :that Dr.Phillins
is aphysician, and though I presume a perfectly good man to
examine the patient and advise on the expedismncy of an
operation he is not the man who will conduct the operation,
but he would no doubt suggest a competent surgeon connected

with his own hospital.

If the cost is not excessive I think the Master will give

me the necessary anthority, only I should like to know what

the fees of the operating surgeon and the other medical men
and the nursing home will be, inelnding somethins of course
far'ynursalf for your expenses and t rouble in the matter.

I take it that Mr.Seelig will have to be infterned, but
if the children are young there will be no difficulty, barring







®riepce. 2.

expense, in finding a snitable home for them, and I do nof
suppose for a moment that the Home O0ffice will desire 'to
visit the sins of the fathers upon the children' in this
fashion. If I can be of any assistance in this matter »ray
command my Services as the Home Office will pay due regard to
anything I may say.

I should prefer fto Bee yon on Tuesday affternoon if this
will suit your arrangements any time hefween 2 and 5, but if
this will not snit youn I can see yon at 12 on Wednesdsy or after

3 in the affernoon. Perhaps you will kindly let me know when

i
=y

you will come b~ Llepliniec Linieomas

1

Yours faithfully,
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May 15, 1915

Mrsa. 30#115

Dear Sir,

I am going to Londen on ¥Yonday, and at Mr. Brigzgs's request
I am hoping to ses Dr. Phillips and make arrangements at the
Nursing Home. T haye a note fron ¥r, Brigss, asking me
but saying that Mr, Seelig will not he responsible for the ex-
pense himpelf. Am I rizht in goneluding that you, as Receiver
of her estate, will be responsible for this?

I gather that Mr. Seelig will now be interned, and Mrs. Jeelig
is very much concerned as to what will hanpen to her two children.
Under the Teed of Separztion ghe h=d the enstody of these two
children, and sghe 18 exceedingly anxious that they shall not be
deported tc fermany or removed to any rlace where she cannct see
them. I believe she ig writing to the Fome Secretary on the
matter, e sitnetion is certainly comrlicated, as I suppose
that she herself, as the wife of a German, will have to be under
superviasion under the new arrangemnenta.

As I am going to London, I wonder whether it will be con-

vyenient for me +o call and see you on Wednesday, so that I ecan

discuss one or two points with you. Please reply to the

Kingsley Hotel, Bloomsbury.
I remain,

Yours wvery truly,

¥.H.¥Winterbotham Esqg.







13th May, 1915.

Dear Sir,

This correspondence is diffioult to conduct
on account of the number of different persons who are
concerned. As you know Mrs. Seelig has gquite made
up her mind that she wishes to go to Miss Lightfoot's
Home in London and be operated upon by a certain
Dr. Phillips who is, I understand, a thoroughly
compstent man. You will ses that Mr. Winterbotham
suggests that Dr. Smith be asked to arrange this,
and if he would de so it would seem to me guite the
best thing. It so happens that next week I shall

be in London myself for a day or two, and I am quite

prepared to call and see Dr. Phillips if you wish me

to do so, but I do not feel prepared to take any
responsibility as to the selection of a surgeon in
the cass. I could also call at the Nursing Home
and report as to what it 1s like. I understand
indirectly that it is quite all right.

I remain,

Yours very truly,

John W. Briggs, Esq.







ALL LETTERS SHOULD ) -
BE ADDRESSED TO THE OFFICIAL SOLICITOR'S DEPARTMENT,
GFFICIAL SOLICITOR.

ROYAL COURTS OF JUSTICE

LONDON, W.0.

12th Mgy 1915.







Copy.

ALL LETTERE® SHOULD
BE ADDRESSED TO THE
OFFICIAL BOLICITOR.

OFFICIAL SOLICITOR'S DEPARTMENT,
ROYAL COURTS OF JUSTICE,
LONDON, W.0.
1915,
J. e Brimggs Es8q.,

s Viatoria Sireet,
Hottinzham.

a call day from Mrs.Seelig's mot her, but ¢ he
interview was a sheer waste of time. She spenks somewhat
hroken FEnglish.

ler chie” anxiety seemed %0 be that I shonld mo into

tain evidence as to whether Bhe was or was not a Cerman

was full of complaints, thongh it was not very

sar what those complainfe were exgcent that her danghter
had been moved abont without consulfing her. I do not think
it is any use for Dr.Pierce %o sugsest her intervention
or help.
Ohvionsly my dunties do not require me to deal with
this anestion hnt reco-nising the difficnlty I cannot myself

see thal any conrse is open hnt to arrange with Dr.Smith to

take charse of the siftnation. If the ladry were sane and







were willins %o aet on my advice I shonld say, let her po
%o Leeds and have the operation nerformed there nnder Dr.
cmith's sunerintendence, he making all the necessary
arrancgements, hnﬁ you eannot compel a lady to submit to
an operation or have it performed where and hyywhom yon
desire, and therefore, subjeoct to Dr.Smith and Dr."ierce
seeinT no serious objeation, I sug-est ﬁuatggfihmwlﬂ a gk
these $wo gentlemen fto make fthe necessary arrancemecnts
for her Jonrney to London, for her seeing exnerts there,
and, if advised hy them, ‘or the necessarvy aneration.

The names siven hy the lady are not those of surpgeons

bnt of physieliana who will advise, and I should bhe far more

of

(sl

made the gelection, hunt here again 17 the

s&tin?ieﬂ{;f I were concerned for the lﬁﬂ“}if
lady

agree I do not see what can he done heyond
oneself that the personsg desired by her are competent.
The sames remark annlies %0 the selesction of
thongh I should be gnided in that matter by
the surgeon who is goins to operate.

I do not aee that I oan do anything further. I am
gending a ocony of this letter to Dr.Plercs.

il

o a{) W w&—‘/i-ﬁ‘ﬁgt—ll\_lq_\/x







I‘ Enc. - 'g’iﬂl'ur_in ;fﬁm*-r-t.
- - i

TELEPHOME i262 : “é_@-l'[ﬂ'iﬂ 1‘1[1Hm,
I2th May,ldlS.

Dear sSir,

Mrs E.L.Seslig.

We enclose copy letier received by us this morning
from the Board of Control.

It appears to be the unfortunate fact that, agssuming
the wigsdom of the Commissioners!' racommendatiaq/-such a trial as
wag contemplated caimot be arranged. In those circumstances, it
remains to do what is necessary to give the patient-with her
congent-the relief that Dr.Smith advises, with such safeguards
ag the fact of her being certified renders necsssary.

If you will make whatever arrangements you think best
we will bring the matter before the Official Sclicitor on the
gquestion of cost. Mrs Seelig's money is in Court and neither we
nor her husband have any longer any control over it but there is
no question about its adequacy for the payment of any reasonable
expense. Strictly speaking, her own money should be resorted to
to pay all the expenseas. Whatever her husband does will be purel
a voluntary matter snd will prcbably depend on whether he thinks
the expenditure wisely made, Whether he voluntarily contributes

or not, there is no reason to delay and, when there is a definite

Plan, no doubt the money will be available.







A London Nursing Home for carrving out Dr.Smith's
advice seems an expensive way of going to work.

We will see what arrangements we can make about the
children but the present position of Germans in this neighbour-
hood is not very pleasant and, short of our Mr.Briggs devoting
a day to taking them himself, we don't know how it is to be
arranged.

Yours faithfully,
7

-

. L 5}
w Fro ey DR ¥ ;_-?‘..-;) AT

Dr .?161"6& ’
Hedical Superintendent,
The Retreat,
YORK.







The Board of Control,
66,Vietoria Street,,s.VW.
Iith May,I dis.

Gentlemen,

Mrs E.L.Seelig.

With reference to your letter of the 5th instant, I am
directed by the Board of Control to say that the two Commissione®s
who saw Mrs Seelig thought she was entitled to a trial 4if it would

be likely to expedite her recovery. They did not recommend the

trial because they considered her reccvered and if one camnot be
arranged for under conditions that would be 1ikely to expedite
her recovery they think she had better remain where she is.
The correspondence enclosed with your letter of the S5th
instant is returned herewith as requested.
I am,
Gentlemen,
Your chedient Servant,
0. E. DICKEBNSON.

Secretary.

Messrs,Burton & Briggs.,
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10th May, 1915.

Dear Madan,

¥Mra. Seelig is a certified patient at the Retreat
who is ahout to have leave of absence on trial. She is a
somewhat execitable and neurotie woman. She ias separated
from her husband who is a Serman, and there is a great deal
of vindietive animosity towards him, the rizshte and wrongs
of which I do not pratend te understand. On the whole she
is gatting on very wsll here, thcuzh at times she is
complaining and unreasonable. She is a Spanish American
by birth and is not perhaps to be judged by Engzlish
gstandards.

I do not expeet that she will give any trouble in
a nursing home as she will he on her best behaviour in order
to estghliak her right to he finally discharged from
cartificates.

Thers is zome laceration and chronle inflammation

of the cervix uteri which requires operative treatment, and

go far as I am econcerned I see no rezsson why she should not
g0 to your home, and when there be examined by Dr. Phillips
or some other suitable physician. I should, of course, send
to the physician who may be selected full particulars of the

case.
Yours wery truly,

Miss Holder.
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OFFIGIAL SOLICITOR™S DEPARTMENT,
ROYAL COURTS OF JUSTICE.

LONDON, W.C
7th May 1915.
Bedford Pierce Esq., M.D.,

The Retreat,
York.

Dear Sir,
re Mrs. Seelig

I am in receint of your letter of the 6th with
enclosures.
I cannot do hetter than send you a copy of a letter

I have addressed to Mr. Briggs today. I have really no

responsibility in the matter and clearly I cannot undertake

charge of the operation.

Yours faithfully,







E,‘ﬁfir.l'ur-_iu Street,

TELEPHONE 1282 -ja&nttutglu:xn.

7th Mey,Ids.

Mrg E.L.Seelig.

I am much obliged to you for youﬁlat:ar and its . .
enclosures. You did'nt send Mrs Wehrhahn's letter but I gather
from your reply that she wishes to be excused from interesting
herself in the matter on account of the statgof her health.

Yours faithfully,

Dr.Pierce,
The Mediecal Superintendent,
The Retreat,
YORK.
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7th May, 1915.

lirs. Seelig is asking to see her iwo

children before she has her operation. Thare

seeme to0 be no reason why she should not do 80,

and I can arrange that if they come the children shall

gea 1ittle or nothing of the other patients.

Mrs. Seelig is very much pleasanter to

do with lately, and we hear less of her complaints.

I remain,

Yours very truly,

Jﬂ'"’l!‘l ‘I‘ Rfi_fi-;ﬂ, T‘:H 1-

2 Victoria Street,

Hottingham.







6th May, 1915,

Tear Sir,
i send you & copy of
a letter I have received from
¥rs. Wehrhahn, and also & copy
of & letter I am writing to
Mr., Wintarbotham, so that vou
way kXnow how the matter mtands.
I remain,

Yours very truly,

John W, Briggs, =sq.

2 Victoria street,

Nottingahm,







6th May, 1918,

Dear Sir,

I understand that you have been appointed
Receiver in the case of Nrs. Seslig's sstate. Since
this was done the Viaiting Commissioners of the Board
of Control have recommended that lrs. Seeliz should
have leave of absence on trial. Besides this it 1is
deairable that she should have an operation,.which doea

not necesaarily appear to be of a serious nature, though

I should add that ¥rs. Seellg is persistently complaining

of abdominal pain and is most anxious to have an
exploratory examination made in order to locate the
gause of her pains. I enclose you some coples of
ietters I have received in the matter recently, and

it is possible that ¥rs. Seelig's mother, Mrs. Wehrhahn,
may communicate with you.

I mayv add that it is undesirasble that under
the ecireumstances I ghould myself take any steps in
relation te the operation. I see no reason why this
should not be done in London as Mrs. Seelig proposas.

I am guite willing to arrange for lirs. Seelig to go to
Tondon accompanied by a nurse directly proper arrangements
can be made for her, but the immediate difficulty ies

to find someone to make these arrangements, who will




have the confidence of all parties concerned.

I remain,

Youra wvery truly,

¥. H. ¥interbotham, Esq.
Royal Courts of Justive,
3trand,

London.




AND
8, PARK 2QUARE.
LEEDS,
BY np|=a|r\;:r;'.|-'ur_ ‘TDHH_

TURSDAYL, oo s e
FrRIDAY |

THE RETREAT,

*:-n.u-.P-—-;:-m{Y”q” LT 5th ]I.i'[a:.}r, 1915,

LEEDS NE3BTT

n,
I am much obliged for your letter of the
I really do not see how I can arrange
Mra. Seelig's leave of absence if or somehody
acting for you, do not meke the necessary arrangements.
Mrs. Seellg appears to be guite unwilling to accede to
anything her husband or her husband's solicitor arranges,
and I cannot myself undertake tc do anyvthing so far
away as in London. Consequently I am at a loss to know
how to act. In a @a®e such as this there must be asome

responsible person to make arrangements, and until such

a person is found I see no alternative had—for 10
L] .
- al

W
Mras. Seelig +¢ remain here, though I should be glad for
e A

her to go away at once.

I was not aware when I wrote to you that you
were so much out of health, and I can quite see that
personally it is consequently difficult for you to do

syt

much, -but Hs there no trustworthy person in London who
"
could act for you, someone of standing whose bona fides
would be accepted by all parties.
The Official Solicitor is Mr. W.H. Winterbothan,

Royal Courts of Justice, London, and I am sending him

a copy of this correspondencs. It is possible that
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i YORK.

THA """'-'\r‘}h.-::: T 4 P M
FR DA

R ‘:"vnlu: LT LB
L E P >
EEDS Mo EET
|LEEDS N 3BTT

he may be able to help you in this matter.

I remain,

Youre wvery truly,

:h Kensington,

London.







" czzllﬁﬁgéé”,g’

’/‘//, /ﬁg J’/“":/
ﬂ/ 4 o

—

jé/f,//ﬂ_____.
i . of (PHez

/é’.r‘-e pra
/fﬂr/lrrr((r/ T LR Z‘:'.r.—_..-
o~ -r'.:;__ E

"‘/ /?'.-’c‘i}’/ "‘ff( -‘"‘frﬂ“/ f""?/ // - :
L T . 5
Fr /a'_'/-d.'-'-'.r /_;;T (")f_#_._'

i gér f‘-—fﬂ-ff-—:-r % e

7/
{; - =
-

ARLHE Aen et : ; .
v
('/,/;_ﬁ.;.r- c“' //Mﬁ/(zx e ’/%#-‘;:F sz‘té //4"[{#

(1—&’-’ ,-"—" _,-';J' =z ‘_7) ‘p_.—#r_?
/{ = = =
(’éf////;fﬁ? A o
/ 3
f’/{/ﬂﬁﬁs.{:’(r o ,é./ﬁ’ A /’44‘?

/’;——(r‘-'rr
p /ifrf_/-
r./;P;[f- (p‘/jr‘!d—/ oy

&

évé’/f/é{fﬂ' e Pt P S = ST
i /:-'.—:r AL & ﬂ/é:f/ o

4 4 -f{;m

e - -
% ff/ G oev Lp—t—
; 7

e =
[P // /ﬂff/frf //,., | o
’ %ffl/f = ff/ [y e e EL

rrr/«T ﬁq;‘

-

(r’a.r
£




» @

/x/ﬁ e ot 2)" o~
oo ote Pl e e

e
=

/.-/f'-’{"f(// !;_\ / 7
o B -;(‘.;z/.’_ et P A

/,?' 4

,a%/i’xr_& = P
{'A" ;’f P e 7

/-} ’ it /';..(ﬂ"':"-'ff/

//‘_, ‘,.-—‘gy/ A’f ~ £ 7 ’

g /,;H(r /’A{’/ "f/' P b/A';

s ; — ﬁ/ﬂ"ﬁ

Y Tt %
/f’/.n-— e
// ,_,”_/, /‘ e

Az L
ZZ =
A s e //ﬂfﬁr#ff

A"

1’(’ A

7
/f"/f'r’f’r"-- P ///Jfr‘/c"q:_ /2/{,(‘,.,,
e e s
/

i

Je 7 £

e

7
/7 Lreeer t/ﬁ’/f( P

Jvi Y L v Crcmme




2

%/—/‘zé ,3’:{;/ :/ e

/

Llipie :
' ,/f# ffg[{;:—f/‘ﬁf’ .a//: ////zz.u{_
z{d&ci

o T 2
/(%L’:f(fﬁ},(

lfﬁ%
. e ,{,/f/ el -

Y fece <tee




) 4
ﬁ/ﬂ/z’{ A Aoree

e

/é/g/ /z.ri 17

f'/ij.'/c’f:.r ;'f.#’/ _geet
7

‘/ - i
‘/—" /l'/{;; JZ-{ff?c*('x l'-C'c_fqr-C
-l ~
4. L/,’r (_,.;-{/ o : 7

e — A i e e :/_._.’Es-‘é é‘
z .'_.,f\l--//g.g:c;_. / ;

FeD :
N . TEEC
Ly

f.)
a:ﬂ’f J/t’:f’ﬁ -

o

// - i 1’_”..--{(‘_/ -
< o &2
LAt /c.,{'ﬂ.{

’ B . //
GEAFALE
ﬁ%ﬁ/ﬁt-d‘fr‘f‘?/" e /

-
/J s -
/{d '(z., % ’:(A/:' ;

= -,{n:d-{,’.-—'/ﬂ o = //
‘:*'4"& =
2Bl Feel / =

= o
P PRy

2

{ ’:‘f: /¢ -
£ ..4’9/

AL
//
g C/f/ 2 - o !?{? fxﬂ/ =&
J = / ¢ i //{ B
";L-,:-( r<-/' '/.' >

s {f;}:_g{ég},. o
o P /" - = ‘7 e
v 7 ”/"f-'" A A
/ S e 7
.J o ; ; ;
A e 2 s ; 'ﬁ_.;f._‘_{i__'
/ ,::-“(/ i e & =
.sfé-“ﬁ-- ", 3 .

s

// ' Loors Aot
el e c»f/’

= /’({f = =< R =,

ﬁ/ﬁé /%’23’-//“

: //,/6.&//5’(

V4

o e
G E T ;z/
/ fg'_'.«..i’/

_&_fﬁ‘—ff —
7
& mect
Al
e
A
%4—&'{1/ :
i

#

-/ ,Lore

-

gl -

o
b
7 e ‘z"/gf,éf? AL

"'/*/-::':r-_’..._-_ﬂ___
/{;‘,‘,‘{4
-

S Al :

i e
‘ {,/.a-’ﬁn'

rd

'/C’ .a--c_.r.(_"

= "‘ x -
o

PR
Z< -

S 7l

Ccmrecf s

S




o /}M / /é// 5
. o ’

;(»—’x:'.,//

2
: a
{;&"—/-c ,/Jié's’c P A 2 -r—;:—/-,_fcﬁe._‘/,:,

%ﬂ/{m i & A R
/ = e
/;“f/ rzﬂ_{x,/ /4;/.{{7

/m’// S
/"/(:r’!z‘(‘_/_’#( .
/‘_?; ” c/.?{f{f /',._ﬁ({’

el /2’«4'
/}/4&/ /{/ /{ ﬁ’fff /({f_‘?_ /%fxfﬂ"
// // /z{‘-ﬂ‘/ ,:uﬁ/,_//;ff‘_(/

e

/ ,-;;L//f?‘ ”_‘f_“'"‘““’f-f*
et = C':-: ///;é./{z—t-% / F
/l-sz'z'( - é {“ A5 ‘l._.- A z?'r"r.-;’ Jj? ke [.}1.1 A v é/’}f’ﬁf( - p-é &

Vit : -

/% /Z:‘Cﬁﬁff'—/ (\99;*
ﬁ,/,’.,

V4 /Z -~ / /’ r.’/ A /// }

i G
/ﬁ - x'}n ‘,{J/

= s (‘,.‘"/ }r‘]f'((f
,»-;Et,,/.e@ M S i
-
/ AL A /f( URE

A
7
e .:‘_thc.-?{c--:c-.w >

& ,/d,z Lo _r;-{?;[(_ -




7 e o
AT T &

/)Z::/t: - f?,"//f £ ; £

T (.’-,-'«.' e '14(’5__

o ""‘5“’--‘"*'-;5{/ Sy
L

—FEE
—

S pcer

e

4 s
e e = o
-

. 2o
~ e <
’/,é /,/ j/p/ 7 7;/ /ry

éz-z.‘-( f/ ’/ L z

L ﬂ',/
i e R (// e A 4
1/: o £ T ;
At y ﬂf’/ﬁ/{(/[

7z & %ﬁ‘/d"{/rz' 7 “
©Zoer 2 ('.»)/("'f (-’./' e

//,/ - L Ll
f?ﬁ%ﬂﬂ/- - -

oo

s
A

ci-f.fc"_..e’,(fy

L
e ( ;(/

/—f.’c'

a e
‘Z"/M/,,A//
-

////:4”/ |

P / /
,}%/#é&g;/

s -

/ & Eoivs e,
%//f e p‘py’{/f/“‘ & /::"/ s

>
i e

[//’f

'J'- s

/’// fFee :K/ ¢

"3?4/_’7




R
{/;; ,72//_4 /'{/;//f'r r'f'.’f;n__--’ /ﬂ/"fé—

i
; f" o LJA;'-/.{..-- e 1r1”/ ?’
A A L (-—‘/ e

E et
%ff £ &
4:/ /,.Z- // //gpc' /{7‘ -
Z#/Zf i

£z’
/f/{’f’xﬂ' /t?'/

A

Z/ o mfﬁ’é; .
z{-(;r('f/ prd //%r:f.

// f ”é'ﬂéfc’f_
A

=
L= ﬁz{.—:(.-‘: e
-ﬂ%

N e

/'f-’d‘-—z-;f-f.«_[f/

- o

S iue HL

f
"Z;?/W’( e Ml f’/é/j ol ,’-Z-fff-z-rcz-c .

ﬁs’ﬁﬁ‘ffji/éff f jz’{’,—{&

v wa/

%

LS /L//’cz o

ﬁ// e

,ﬂif-;{c-»{/ -
At //(/{HM,,( oo
5 & ,;//4 / i /ﬁ%{

7 G :
£ £ / / / = - /;V(f
f,&z T // gy L =

//{b/“d? ‘zj%/ﬁ/ / /;a_.);_'f.rrc =

&‘f{’fc_

llee?

f/ AL 4_ {:{Zé {__f g ==

Ay
= // "2‘?{/
o f féf—’f’ =
_// f/ o W
. /% /ff(_ /’f/
/-.{

—E tr/

’Z{r}rﬂf

A e

= ' - // '/((',: o




_,/v < st | i
///}' 7 ] ,4:5 “)é”/ [_(._f_zﬁ;f
,c( J’/ e /géfrfﬂz’/ /
o % //,; /:9"/‘-'2”! it —

& d«,__/ /,,/4;«
Lt et ol .
/ / ﬂ/}/ /{( ﬂﬂ‘/ /ﬂ azf.-«.zz.’,?j;f

_,—f
o er - :
L st e
S o g ; : Zeert” , o

i S di‘"/(: =
L/ == T

<
s

i ot —
e f A e

e ;p_,.rf’f ; P
o e
//{/{ e %{c -

Tl
















gﬁ:wui f}) %/0/ M:Wﬂ ;

Che Molyesl—




AW PNl %Mb 12‘5‘
%W&W ﬁwﬁﬁ/ﬂ fjj

ffﬁ Muw
W/»&Miﬂf /fJ.LH«EA'/M/ E’Rjﬂ, T4 ﬁ/ﬁw{

Adil f‘rtrw"» /EM M/fi M ./’LW
QAM}%BL wrig Wﬁ Mﬂﬁu LMA
/_,vﬁzf.fll—bﬁiﬂﬂ/ mew \gﬂﬁm %M/n Lo mj’ra)z/r»r ﬁ—/L/Iﬁ'M_

s a/f/%/ ; L,«oz /”J[/z/g/ 7)) Jr;
j{iw L}Jﬂf/%ﬂ J—y La?fi&i»m "20'; ﬂz/z -

M#&ﬂ%’ | st i WW&%&SIQQLW %%mu#

_.:zfﬁM
by MW e
G WM

o Ay~




L e e

# . L I'_—"l .,T J". 2

_"}"3'?*’:1{ ¥ g ST
ot

'( = . r}; tr S b ber 227 ’;7/_,/’?."} BT :,/r ‘-"'v--'r./ ._;ng

Fs #

- 1 e e s Lo E
e ) oy, & ¥ o i PR ;
- i

Aariier J o .d__—o-—-.r': , £ R o 4
- A 9 Wivturin Street. - [

whtingfem.
TELEPHOHE 12062, , =i

(‘jfzz A

T - L
FhasC &1 eg &

-

Lo "
,-—/{ - o
et A A

‘

-

- ; - DEn N

1;)1_ Dyt fte n / iy 2 on o eata ,57.:.‘;;_. Lo

&y /{.}—_7(/; T - ," ; :
r s, A

. A /

/ 7 Lo,

A A
s ; //f-',"h /-s (’
¥

7 v ) -
A r = . / = P S
i ST /Az‘r,_'.,/ L7 e e D tets
v

o

s . i s e £ e S e &
~ /. - P : ER e e L /'—’“‘ ;
f/ﬂ-:"l'fff Lo e e ,/’I.; ;’/f’ ’.}- Zd-lﬂ"'{fﬂ ‘;"."/:L /
’
&
2 L ’ i ‘,, - po
s - ¢ £ N

. ='{, E e L (34;.-.': (
Gal Iyheis rceiy A D€ mececa Lo

L b A
i £ M
A e R Coass

o =
1 P R S il P (‘z_! AL
/ y /
= . -

— ; e
& P I L e/_: S iA A J( Pt

Fr
3 /f B~ o ALETAL St
, Aces fPT CA—

.

P
Pl "2 S~ g o

s a i

- . . et ‘:_.
l},’c’.&.ﬂ r/z'-r f:/ﬁ/{_ P P ,/_/7, ¥ ks £ T =i

o =
Ry £ e - - % ot
=2 € S, £HoPv Leel  mSrer S FL e

’ : o ’ - = = ‘{ i
= i i A Ec 2




s ,4(.’/05'7,//,_,’
./3;4 J_.a,.-- M

-
-

;éf'ar?j, i o i

- ¥ oty o "'(:/ l‘._/1.,

&

A Vg o By PR |
i

et ’f/

-~ L ;,'7/"' »

—t
AL

v ZeilmLivis /-/7/: £ £y

L2 ziny Frtieccl A

ot

r o AE

= e
T el (,/ e

7 &

e B P

o ’u-

i e
/- L i (

= f.;;'j -

e

<
ey s :7 f!,(/;.r 5
¥ #

F Lar I
-

-
ALy i

-

LA

o o

o L
v ; L ;
//‘l;“"‘( o "{{"4"'. i it Ay 5/2 R

-~ £ 0
‘-_-'2.._/“,';__‘:;_; o A iy

Fradin

; i ,,’4._,//. 1~ AN frecies '?/ e
S / ¢
/_ [

i

/44/{ ® / .’r

.n’."'(:'..' “
Fa

“

.r/.’{ .f: /'75'(/ /////‘45
f( .Zzi—r, ;’u//fa fex £L a '»: P I

i

P
,{ZL"J

A Ao

- #

-

2% i iy ',érd:_— 2 e y

7 s
AR ..2’- Lf/’/,’!-.'-{'

Pl

(2 A B B

."; "’(}/'.r. /.'—/4 /’;‘;N

i

./' 't,_’.f <

iy el f/
r’J,f l_L/f /_r :
& y

4 £
/”‘/“—(’ __fj/;:rtt'-/j‘_ Jr'f; [+ o

¢ o /
=i 2 Z;ﬁj /‘f?'r-f Tt
rd r/.

/ 2
7/ 2y

AL e ?1—7

5-7‘ 7
£erk

A
S e o o :
£ ‘?"/'" P N S S i i I

e

(-/f(;("n Ifilf.(.’.'.'.- /J"' d

FAL 4 #.rz

o e
L4 -
’
e

o . i r._f ‘//;-zg’r..d
/2'. Lo d A Lk ‘/

o
P AP

(r.r../kf

’/./:.-J-/f? ﬁm_ ’,//]-

~
e
r"‘;;_(¢:,’£
¥ i .
. 2 B . P W A
/-:.-‘ i e 'L’-;‘_%';.;;c..fa T .:-’i‘.(/ LA
g : R e N
2, s ad E AEA
—— /!
/ ",' " Lo "—;2}( -
g
L
e ;f-rifrjp'.n/f} )/ e /(fd. (.{ '
£ 4/ G 7
W Y A

/ /
/;’:_Y ,(L. L Pt
/u,,/f.«_’ (f,..{/‘ ,-‘(ﬁ-’i -
7 ;r 4;:. ; - e L
/’"/w' J’,f /’ / f,/ /
c,z..-,;:»/ 7



l1st. ¥ay, 1915.

DPear Madam,

At a recent visit the Commissioners advised that
¥ras. Seelig should be allowed lasve of asbsencs on trial,
and I em endeavouring to arrange this. The situation is
ecomplicated by the Faect that there is some chrenle
inflammation of the nsck of the uterus, which requires
operative treatment, Tepidea thils ¥ra. Sesllg constantly
agomplains of pain in the upper part of the ahdomen, the
caunge of which ia ohsecura. She hae bheen repeatedly
sxamined, and thers is no reason to think
viasceral disaane, ma kidney

-

do not see how thie can cause the pain which she describes.

¥ra. Jeellg 1a wishful to ¢ in London,
and I see no ohjection If thi

and there ia someona to lock after her and take the
regponaibility, ®a shall he gl: ir her to leave the
Retraat at the earliost posslble date

discentented patient and diffieult to de with, Acting eon
the adviee of the Commigssioners we sheuld grant her leave
of ahsence, say for a month or longer, and if serious
trouble arose she could be sent back to the Retreat at
any moment during that time of trial. On the other

hand if evervthins went well we should expect her to be

discharged from certificates at the expiration of the tims.




ra. Beelig has asked to stay with some friends
at Skegness. I am informed that this is not a suitable
place. Thera are difficulties about her going there on
atcount of her relationshlp to an allen, and moreover the

ra

necessarily medlcal supervision cannot be arranged.

You are probably aware that lrs. Seelig's money .

matters are now placed in the hands of the Official Jofie fov

] C - LS

B o

Reckiver. I conclude there will be no difficulty in

"
providing the necessary money for the regquired medlioal
treatmant.
I will furnish you with the name of the nursing
home to which Hra, Sselly wishes to go and hﬂrwnﬁﬂ; :;:I‘
the ohstatrical physician she has heard of on hearing
from you. I do not xnow the parties referrad to pérsonally,
but I %ave no doubt of their competenecs. Dr. Phillips, ‘
the physician she mentions, is a man of established
reputation.

I remain,

Yours very truly,

¥rs. Wehrhahn,
22 Earl's Court Sguare,

London 3S.VW.




The Retreat,
York.

1st May, 1°15.

Deasr Sir,

The correspondence respecting Mras. Seelig seems
interminable. I will return your letters to you when I
have made an abstract of the contents.

I enclose a letter I am sending to Mra. Wehrhahn,
but Mrs. Seelig herself saves she objects to her mother
making any arrangements for her. SHe objecte to go to
Leeds, and I am not willing for her tc go to a nurasing
home in York. I may say that she iz exhibiting at the
present time a malicious discontent and is distinctly an
undesirahle patient. I have moved her to another
department asz she was wvery disturbing to the staff where
ghe was first placed. One cannot, nevertheless, but be
very sorry for her, as her unhavpy state of mind makes things
much more diffieult for her than they need be.

I remain,

Yours wvery truly,

John W. Briggs, Esq.

2 Victoria Street, Yottingham.













Fa
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30th April, I9I5.

I loge a Tur letter I have received from Mrs
SBeellg this morning. I should like to have her letters back to
file with the rest.

With reference to any heavy expenditure, we aréin the
hands of the Masters in Lunacy and Mr.Winterbotham (the Official
Solicitory) but, so far as any reasonable expense extendg/to carry
out any sensible curative measure, theregneed be no difficulty
because Mr.Seelig would certainly not allow any technical diffic-
ulty about his wife's money to stand in the way of her real need.
It is clearly,however,not her real need to consult troops of
Doctors.

II' the operation is really the simple matter that Dr.
Smith advises, the proper thing seeums to be for Mrs Seelig to go

to some Nursing home in York and have the difficulty dealt witn.
It is extremely likely that she will be difficult to deal with
in any Nursing :Gmﬁfﬁﬂ she was in Nottingham but, if that is an

E'-'E."....-F‘!f.- .-‘“CL -‘l:II]-:Li t i 29 = e & I+ 11 u a
-’i':l Ly 't Ie .{i ,LL..]..:_: = 10 1T ¥ I_ b
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for. If you think 1t would be better for her to go %o Leeds
and be under Dr.Hellier there can be no objection to that course.
We understand that the Board of Control desire that
no step shall be taken until the Commissioners have had an opport
unity of seeing the record of the case and Dr.Nicholson's report
upon it. They favour the suggestlon that, if you think the case
suitable, 1t should go Lo your Scarborough branch.
The place at SKegne to which you refer is entirely
unsuitable. It is a sort of cheap farm lodging-house kept by
a retired police officer and resgorted to by people-who are not
of Mrs Seelig's class in any sense-as a holiday boarding-house.

When she was staying there before she was taken 1ll, warehouse

girls in the employment of her husband werﬂstaying in tfie house

)}:.?d. {-’;1-’--{# J:._.i_,‘.
at the same time on their holidays. The ha& no interest what-

ever in Mrs Seellig except her money and would have no control
over her.

I her mother or her sister willl take the responsibll-
ity of looking arter her, that seeums a Possible way of giving
effect to the Commissioners' suggestion if the Board of Control-
on further consideration-think that is the right course.

When Dr.Smith saw me two days ago he regarded any such
experiment as most unwise and certain to be attended with a
repetition of the difficulties with wWhich we have been so . .

familiar. The letter I sent to you yestarday is a very pointed

(Y







corroboration of that view.

Yours faithfully,

Dr.Piarcs
Madl2al’ Superintendent,

The Retreat,
YORK.







30th April, 1915.

Dear 8ir,
Your letter respecting irs. Seelig has

erossed with one of nine to you. I had better wait

until I hear from you agaln before replying.

As I understand ihe situation the appcintment
¢l & Feceiver of lirs. Seelig's property does not
carry with it any control of her person, and,therefore,
I must look to you to arrange the leave of ahsence.
I remain,

Yours very truly,

-TD'.!'I. 1@. Ifri_’:‘gs' ._:Eq-
2 Victorlia Street,

Hottingham.







A

< f:?,s(ir-!‘mﬁﬁ etreel,

Enc.

TELEPHONE 1262, "i%xfltﬂhllji‘._}tm.

29th April,Igslc.

Mrg F.L.Seellig.

Dr.8Smith calied on me yesterday and told me the result
of hig examination. He seems to think that a very slight oper-
ation will givé HTB-SQHLig reliel and tells me that he has . .
written fully to you. He says that any Surgeon accustomed to
wonen cases would be guite well able to perTorm the operation.
It would not involve more than a week's lndispogltion. He very
kindly sald that,if Mrs Seelig would like him to do 1t,he would
make time to go to York for the purpose although it would rather
inconvenience him to do s0.

This morning I have received the enclosed letter from
Mrs Seelig which,you will recognise, it is impossible for me to
answer.

I think the best plan will be for you to make whatever
arrangements you think be and charge the Tees in the account.
The Official Solicitor will deal with thematter. He now is . .
appointed Receiver of Mrs Seelig's property. A sum of £260 a

aet E}art Tor her maintenance and treatment. The content

- i) > -
;‘f{.’:’:’.ﬂ ffid”i’:d\,
cuurse are more ':.11‘{-‘&]_}? than L".Il:ftll'i_l'lg else to muake MT'wSEPli“
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think that he ought not to pay any fees. His doing so will be
turned into an admission that the wild statements the letter
contains nave some [oundation. I don't propose Lo show him the

letter and I think I may safely say that if there is any question

£ '?;‘ . e "k ad -
of the COfficial Solicitor as to the payment of any reasonable

fees there will be no real difficulty.

Yours faithlfully,

Dr.Plerce,
Medical Superintendent,
The Retreat,
YORK.







The Retreat,
York.

29th " April, ‘1915,

Dear 2ir,

You will have had a report from Dr. Smith that

he considers a further operation for Mrs. Seelig is

degirarle, Mrs. Seelig herself says that she wishes to
have the operation done in London, and has suggested
Dr. John Phillips of 68 Erook Street and a Professor of
Obstetrics of King's College Hospital. Personally I do
hot know him, but I should suppose she would be guite all
right in his hands. If London should be decided upon I
should myself be quite satisfied with Dr. W. J. CGow,
146 Harley Street or Dr. W. S, Griffith, 96 Harley Street,
both of whom are specialists in this department of medicine
and known to me personally. If Leeds weare considered
I would suggest Dr. Hellier.
Ve should not be willing to have anything to
do with the operation here, as I fear that whatever we
might do would be sure to be wrong and would cause trouble
subsequently. I should prefer also to have nothing to do
with the nursing except in so far as to see that Mrs. Seelig
got comfortably to the nursing home that may be selected.
She is a good deal discontented at present, and
was asking me to=day if she could be re-transferred to
the Lawn, but I do not think she really means this.

I will gladly do anything I can to make arrangements




for the proposed operation, but I must ask you, who are
acting for the Petitioner, that the recommendation of the
Commissioners that Mrs. Seelig must go away on trial
ghould he acted upon shortly. I had a letter from

¥r. Barham of Skegness, asking that Mrs. Seelig should

stay with them, and saying that they exﬁected the difficulty

as regards the prohibited area could be got over.
I remain,

Yours very trly,

John W. Briggsa, Esq.
2 Victoria Street,

Nottingham.
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21st April, 1915.

Dear 8ir,

I have received your letter respecting
Mra. Seelig, and the gquestion of her leave of absence
on trial is under consideration. Her old doetor,
Ir. Smith of Nottingham, is coming to see her to-morrow
to see whether any further treatment is necessary in
respect to her complaints of abhdominal pain.

With regard to the suggestion of going to
Skegness, may I ask whether you are in any way related

or connected with her? I may also say that as

Skegness is a prohibited area, and Nrs. Seelig is the

wife of an alien, I am advised by the Chief Constable
here that there may bhe a difficulty in arranging for her
to go to fkegness. However, this difficulty may
possibly be overcome if the wvisit otherwise is
desirable.

I remain,

Yours very truly,

J. W. Barham, Eaq.
Sea Bank House,

Skegness.







21st April, 1915.

Dear Dr. Smith,

I have wired to you this morning that

to-morrow will be guite convenient, and we shall

hope to see vou at lunch a little before 2 o'clock.

The Retreat is about 14 miles from the Station.

¥ill you come up By the main =ntrance.

I am asking Dr. Craig to give the anaesthetic.

I remain,

Youre wvery truly,
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10th April, 1915.

Dear Dr. Bmith,

I am much obliged for your letter respecting
Mrs. Seelig, and it will be very satisfactory 1if wyou
can come over and see her here. Just at the moment
ghe doea not complain so rmuch, and she asked to go
a long day's eicursion for a daffedil pic-nic, which
alie would not have done if she had not felt a good
deal hetter.,

The gueatlon requires consideration an te

irat, any treatment of the laceraticn of the

desirable in view of her mentsl state and

general health, and secondly, whether there is any

ther visceral disorder which msy ecause the pericdile
will

attacksz of pain, I,therafore, hope that vou come

and talk over the situation with us. It so haprens
that I ahall be awav all next week, but my colleague,
Dr. Yackenzie, will do anvthing 1f it aultia you te

come then. The week following I fully expeot to he ab
home zfter Monday, though 1 am busy with a Committee
usually on Tuesday, I think cne day later in the week
will do quite well, a8 really there 1s no great urgenocy
in the matter.

I remain,
Yours very truly,







9th April, 1915.

Dear B5ir,
I have heard from Mr. Seelig, and he
proposing to azsk Dr. Bmith to come over to see
and thie will be quite all right,.
r&., ¥Wehrhahin has written tc me onos or

twice asking about her dasughter, Her addreas is

22 Rarl's Court Square, London, S.W. I think it

would be well to send hera copy of the ecerraspondence,

though it might be better to wait until after

Dr. Bmith's interview.
I remain,

Yours wvery truly,

Anbervale,
Ashover,

Perbhyshire',




9th April, 1915.

Dear Eir,
Hany thanks for your letter, and for the
* partliculars. I am not an authority on the
myself, but I understand that the laceration
axtenelve that is at all common, and there
gsaems to be Bome secondary inflarmation with it,
put 1t 88 quite elear that this 1s not a suffieclient
explanation of all ¥ras. Seelig's achas and pains.
These, as you know, vary in an extraordinary way.
Juat now she 1s rather more comfortahle.

We rhall be very plegsed tn s2e Dr. Smith
of Mottingham. I am expecting to be awvay next
week, but Dr. ¥Vackenzle will be very pleasad to sece
him in my absence, or 1f he should defer his visit
to the following week I expect to bhe at hone.

I remain,

Yours very truly,

A. Seelig, Esq.
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6th April, 1915.

Dear Sir,
I have bean writing to Mr. Brigge sbout
¥ra. Seellg's health, and he has asked me to send

to vou lMrs. Seelig's letter to him. I also enclose

a copy of my last letter to hém so that yon may

considsr what shojld be done.
I remain,

Yours very truly,

Alexander Seelig, Esaq.
Highfield House,

Radeliffe-on=-Trent.







I hava had soze talk with ¥rs. Seelig, and find
that she would nct lik= io consult ¥r, Smith again 1T it
18 & quastion of further cpsration, though she says that
she has evary ecnfidenee in %im as a zanaral physiclan.

I do not pes any reason why irs. Reelig, accempanied by

a nurse, should not cemsult any man of standing. Frobakly
the best nlan would be for her to go ‘o some nuraing home
near a surgeon's rasidence lor a dayr or twe. I think

Mrs. Seclig would be willing to gee anyons eof standing,

tut it would appear ihat a2 consultetien zould have o be
arranzed betwean a goneral surgoon and a gynuscologlst,

If Yr. Seelig would prefer an oninion to te cbtained in

the Yorth I would euggest thal ahes goen to Leads and

Dr. Hellier snd 9ir Berkeley Zoynihan should be asked to
eonianlt togsther cencsrnlag her, and T would,of couraa,

maat nyzalf =md plve ihsa all the infermation I oan.

I 40 not think 4krat the cost ¢f cbiaining an opinlon in

thie way wonld he o very surious matter. { may say that

irs, Seelig is wishful to he to he examined undsr an
anaesthetic, whiech i not nnreascneble under the circumstances.
1 do not, of eceurse, propose that any operative jroocedure

should he undartaten without ample time to considar the




fertly

opinion en the pyvnwecology auestion, and posaibly

hom Yra. Beellipg han alresadv asen, eould

Mr. Hutchinson, W

est him, : rata no diffienliy in erranging

mattars eilither in Twondon or in Tacdsa, ™is 13 a question
for the friends to decide for themzgelveaz,
i am sending a copy of this
tozather with Hra. Seslig's letter to vou,
will then be in posaession of the wole Pfart:s

I remain,

Yours we rr
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Rosemont,,
Parksione,
DORSET,

I8th Decr.IgIa.

To Messrs.Barton & Briggs,
Solicitors,

Nottinghanm.

I wish you to withdraw the balance to the credit of Iy

account with the L C & M.Bank at Bournemouth and Pay 1%t to an afc

in your naume %o enable

you Lo settle my liabiiities and €Ny

T 5 € - ¥ 4 nir 1 3
exXpenses comnected with my future arrangements. Any income you

iiave ol uine or any cheque you raceive Tron Germwany please pay to

o

* Y o+ ' # fa T,
LA gaie agecount.

T ahi=) a0 R 4 4 i~ P s 1% [P %
I shall be glad if you will arrange ror Tute and Alfred

With fieir father. I do not wish right I have
lelr custody but I promise Will act on your advice as to uy

Ly

lnem on their returning to live with me and wWill not allow

be made parties Lo the trouble between me and my husband

Lo umy furniture and

T pi=g
&

Wlsn you Lo make arrangements

T | A M O siviir s gt 4 ¥ - i o e
Sale Keepling ol ¥y artvicles ol value

alid to deal with the

alld fouse as you tnink best. You will,of course, conguls

any linal arrangement is made about the

-
»
Ll

lurniture.
Yours falthifully,

v 7 -
BHT.1

ELLITA BSEELIG.







Encs. 2. % rhia Sitreet,

TELEPHONE 1262, '.“.';'@l'lﬂiﬂi__[t;._ﬂm.
S

20th March,I9Ib.

Dear s8ir,

Mrs E.L.Seelig.

We enclose the copy letter for which you asked.

We also enclose your account for board and maintenance
of Mrs Seelig with Mr.Seelig's cheque for £54:I2:0 in settlement
of same. Please recelpt the account and return to us.

Mr.Seellg has signedthe Agreement but we are retalning
it because we are not sure whether 1t is applicable to this case
now. wnen the Summons was lssued some time ago rorthe appointmen
of a Receiver ané old friend of Mrs Seelig's who was a Chartered
Accountant and Chairman of the Chamber of Commerce in Nottingham,
Mr .Arthur Durose;very kindly volunteered to act in the matter
without any remuneration. To this,Mrs Seelig most unexpectedly
objected because she knew that he acted as Auditor for the . .
company of which Mr.Seelig is Governing Director. In the cir
atances we thought the best plan would be for the Official . .
golicitor to act asher Recelver especlially as we were accounting
parties.

that
The Maate#yeatarday made an order #ug\izﬁﬂ should be

devoted to Mrs Seelig's maintenance and approved the payment to

T







you of Four guineas & week as suggested by your letter. Mrs
Seelig's available income 1s £I50 a year 1o be allowed by her
husband and about £I40 a year which she receives froumher Settle-
ment trustees. She 1g also entitled to money which comes %o her
from Germany but the wWar has interrupted the remittances.

We think it right to give you these figures as a gulde
in the uwatter of personal and private expenditure. In times of
excitement, she is inclined to be extravagant,but,in times of
depression, she can hardly be persuaded to spendanything.

yesterday was the adjourned Hearing of the Sumuons. A%
the rfirst Hearing, a Solicitor in Nottingham who has had a good
deal to do with Mrs Seelig and, incidentally, a great deal of her
money, appeared and expressed a doubt as to the propriety of her
remaining under Certificate and suggested that her illness was
provably of a temporary nature. TIhe Master,therefore,decided to
gend one of the Lord Chancellor's visitors to see her and he
accordingly exasmined her last month at Northampton. He reported
that she was quite unfit to be discharged and held out no hope
of the case being of a temporary character.

To return to the point of the Agreement, is it usual,
in cagses of this sort, for the Petitioner to sign the Agreement
or ghould the Official Solicitor sign it as Receliver#

Yours faithfully,

’ -\} .

i..»-rZ_.; g Bl B _', e P -/'I Y _-.:

7!7 ]
o

-

The Medical Superintendent, = ——

The Retreat,







2, Yf rinrin Street.
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17th March, 1915.

Dear Sir,

¥any thanks for your letter, which was Jjust
what I wanted. re. Seelig denles point blank that
ghe was deprassed or in N icompatant at the
time you attended her in
states that the facts contalned in the certificates

gre false end that she was unjustly sent baek to

o
the Lawni. There ig, therefore, nothing more to

be seid, except that it is clear that her memory of
what has happenad is perverted or imperfect. I
have not vet gone intc the case wory fully, but she
appears tc be a vindictive sort of woman, and she
may easlily cause trouble latar on. I huve not
communicated the contants of your letier to her.

I remain,

Yours very truly,

d. Harman Drew.
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17th Mareh, 19185.

TDear Sirs,

I am obhliged for the letter you sent me
respecting ¥ra. Seelig and for the cereful statement
of particulars. I gquite realiee that theae are

confidential. I ecannet say that I have yet discovered

verv elear indlestion of inranity, although there isas

evidently considerable evidence of pervertion of

it

fTacts. yther thinga ¥r Bealig tells me
that she was Induced Wy you under preasure to sign a
document or letter giving her husband authority over
her children, and that she did so againat har will,
and promised not to interfersa with them. She says
that the letter was written imnediately hefore she
went back to the Lawn, and was dated December 8th 1913.
She asks me to procure from you = copy of 1t, so
that I may know how ehe was treated at that particular
time. {ay I ask whether there is such a letter?

irs. Seelig is excitahle, bitterly antagonistie
against her husband and yourself, and I ecan well
understand how exceedingly distressing her bhehaviour
has been.

It is ¢lsarly a c¢ase sbout which one will
want a 1ittle longer time before one can form an

opinion.




(2)

With regard to terms, the Committee at

their meeting yesterday considered the question

payment for board, and as other patients having

L
precisely the same accommcdation are paying £4
waek, trey Bugze
gome , Thias s

but the cost of

remain,

Yours very truly,

Hesars. Burton & Briggs,
£ Victoria Stireet,

Hoettinghem,




STATEMENT of FACTS,

lady was born at Valparaiso. She was married on Feby.S8th
nmigpand 1s a German subject who,in his early days,
a great deal,and met his wilfe whilst crossing the Atlanti
South America. ©She Was about I8 and he about 38 at that
tance was a short one on the boat and afterwards
before the marriage when he went to Valparaiso to marry b
ner back to England. He knew very little of her family
antecedents but the following detalls have been communicated
in recent years. They are given as hearsay and with some
but are believed to be true,
Seelig's maternal grandfather was named Lacourt and was
intemperate hablits who lived in South America. He had
children:- Mrs Seelig's mother,RobertQ% Carlos. Roberto

at Lausanne 1ln a lunatic asylum alfter sulfering a term of

lmprigonment Tor indecency. Beforenis breakdown, he was a highly

man. Carlos,the younger son,was simple and unable %o
Mra Seelig's mother umarried a Mr.Wehrhahn-a German.
They are sald to have lived very unhappily together. Mrs Wehrhahn
tric,excitéable,and very difficult to deal wilth and is

believed to have had treatment in a Sanatorium as stated in the

. ]

Y Pl‘:,: 2 T.."P-“H were a o 4 A o -
pape iere were eleven children of the marriage, oy
- Culiid







of the survivors Mrs Seelig is the eJ.de;a‘ti:uf four sisters and one

brother. Her second sister,Martha,has been a patient in a Sanal-
orium at Baden Baden and elsewhere. Her brother has been a
constant source of trouble. He is excitkable in character and has
attempted suiclde.

Mrs Seelig's mother told us that Mrs Seellg Was a seven
months child and she had always been delicate,excitable and self-
willed.

The earliest ;ate from which we can speak from Dersonal
¥nowledge is about Coristmas I904 when she was brought to our

ffice by e wife of a very old client of ours froum whom she had
received great kindness. She was then in a most excited and
nysterical stute of wind and wished us to arrange a separation
IToL nar lushalG. Sue COusu iGlL,uowever.”ive anv reagon ior
desivring & separation. We saw her Lusband Irom whou we learnt
that she was 111, that she had threatened suicide, that lor weeks
togethner sie nad refused 10 Svewk o ik alu Liuil he Was 1N Kranl
distrens about her. We succeeded in effectina a reconciliation
spd sh@ wrote wost @rateful letters Lo uRl.

IN the Autuan of the TolloWiliZ Vaar Aha BAW LR alaln
and wWag Verv anxicus 0 wake a sebtliement O Uer wIivale .oliey:
Thig, she told us, she had lent to he msband and she was under
the impression that he did not intend 1o deal with lher Iairlv.

A few dave alfterwurds, Mr.Woolley, by whose wife she had originall

ght to ocur office, called on us and it appeared that she







had asked him to act as her trustee. He was unwilling to do
unless our Mr.Briges would act with him. He was very anxious
do anyiliing he could to help her. We felt g0 anxioua about the

matter that, belfore taking any

ad

step

» We saw ler Medical adviser,

Dr.W.R.Emith,privately. He told us that she was suffering from an
lllrness whilchh fully accounted for the trouble that was occurring
tween her and her husgband and which might very probadbly result
in her losing her reason.
We saw her husband on the matter and found that there
no ground whatever Jor her suspicions, that he was treating
wWith great liberality so far as her money was concerned and
would raise no objection to her settling the whole of it on hersell
ren. He had no desire to benefit in any way. He had
taken clhiarge of it because she was Irequently propounding unbusin-
esslike schemes which, if it had been left at her disposal, would
nave deprived her of her money.
Lhough holiday with a murse or under
thing for her and it was arranged
Brighton but she became too ill to go and she was
ultimately content to allow the guestion of z settlement to remain
in abeyvance.
AZalin, in November, I207, similar difficulties
she agaln pressed that a settlement should be made of her money

and Mr.Weolley Iinally congented to act &8 her trustee., The settlem

- TT
il







ade really

morey
and
the

vy

T‘"

iIT . Ff_,."

enough, was e

the trouble was

Ler

ained three

She returned in April, I208 when her husband

'r.H:r.

Agalin,

The

= LT,
A48 g

Silcide.

of nerv

VOLLE

Seellg wrote 1

11

conferences with

matters and contained a power to revoie the whole of
ray her back her

wise plan.

1

aged

money

e S o
nouseholdwas

traln was exhal

=)

for the purpose her mind at rest about

ne
.

money i the circumstances seemed to

The document was settled in her interest

Counsel, who, curiously

at the pame time in s gimilar case where

very

believed to originate from a

i

identical illness.

this time, under Doctor's advice, her husband

mirse and two ol the chiildren 18T @

dkTrk

to Bournemouth w

months seemned a great deal improved in

and
repalid the

willchh hag since been invested in trustee secur-

the oX Lrouble

a8 recurred.,

one contirual There was ently

appar

about migband described

. Friends were

R
purgators
A o

weremade instruments aof.

2ter wase belng ruined. There was another

L1th

comp
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Ist@lg broke down and

that
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Ir Decenber

e
year,

long letter begging for a geparatlon an
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her Llie concluslion was arrived a

hisband,

the
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ngement for her to go away for a long time was her
only hope of recovery.It was proposed that he should make her an
allowance, that she should go away, that the separation should be
kept quite private and their friends told that she had gone away
for herhesalth, that two of her childre iould go with her and
the two boys remain with their father. At the last, she wished
to chiange her mind and made a strong appeal to her husband that
she might stay at home but he thought that it would be better Tfor

£, [="

—

her to go away Ior & tlme. She insisted that he should write a
letter to her to say that the only cause of their separation was
incompatability of temper.
Instead of leaving Nottingham, as had been intended, she
comnenced a campalgn of persecution against her misband
her children coming Irom school, telling them that "the
fetch thelr Iather away," accusing
of misconduct with the servants making it impossible
decent servant to remain in the house and necesgsitating
ultinctely closing the house and going for a long time to Germany.
IT will serve no userful purpose fto go into detall as to
her accusatlons but they were of a viclent kind. One was-that
the body of z still-korn child was concealed in a brass-hound box
TR L
in the gtorerocom of his house. The box helzggne left for safe

and locked up hy a friend who had gone to

krnew nothing of these slanders but was tre

Th (=] ¥y a Ve ¥ 1 % v g = T,
The slanders weee not limited to him. Allyone who was







friendly with him was subjected to the same treatment.
Hewt 22 TP '://(fuun. £ poaw Fie 2L
The positlicn whicn we have always Lﬂxﬂ;had been that of

Solicitors Tfor her trustees. We have been most anxious to do
all we could for her welfare and have recognised that she was not
respongible. We have always Ielt that we could neither act for
Mr.Seellg sgainst his wife nor for Mras Seellg against her husband.
1at account, she consulted other Sol ors, led them to think
had grounds Tor taking Divorce proceedlings and we believe
nearly £400 in making engquiries and pretending
}, however, never
For a considerable tim
attacked us very violently.
thig date to ISI3 There wa8 one continual source
trouble from her Her hmsband got a near relative to
keep house Tfor him and help in the manzgement of his children.
tacks were at once levelled against her irn 1@ hope that it
drive Lier from the houge. Ur.Seellg was prevented Irop
ever seelng or speakling to the two children in his wile's care
but 1in February, I9I3,her [ th broke down and she underwent a
serious operation at the Womens' Hospital at Nottingham. That
.-.ar.::../&(}..ﬁp
operation seems to have brought about aental eperasien- break-
down. She was discharged from the Hospital and took rooms in

Ty e

Nottlngham, became extremely melancholic, contimually threatened

life, and her friends appealed %o us, very properly, thinking

1 = 1 o i -5 17 A 1
LIlE .‘i‘ TLE -:-\ 10 ':”w.-‘(j'l'_,.;“ tE.L_'(F‘ TIHR.!-\""I'IH e it
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She was examined by Dr.Powell who advised that she
should be limediately removed to an Asylum, was certified by Dr.

Smith and Dr.Taylor of Nottingham, and taken to Lincolin where she

remained until June, I9I3. In that month, the Commissioners order

-4

hier discharge. She was befriended by a Miss Bagshaw of Nottinghan
e Eieete 257

who, on her own statement, had believed unutterable ¥rifhes against

Mr.Seellg made by nis wife and was most anxious to serve her in
could. She saw Mr.Seeli# and, although he was unwill-—
any promise for his wife's return to her home, because

convenced that she would never be sufficiently well for

G0 that wilh safety, promised to reoneider the whole . .

if, after a short interval, she stiil wished to come home

80. Within & week she had viclently . .
quarrelled with Miss Bagshaw, revived her accusations against her
g £ S fTan ki pr Ph Aoy pz Terd fro K Aes Kesefneerc

iuehanubidisturbﬂu the children at their schools and finally took
them away in a motor car _in their father®'s absence and without

his knowing where they were. She then went to Bournemouth, took

a2 house on a three years tenancy and furnished it, committed

hersell to very heavy expenses and, at Christmas,I9I3,so alarmed

her Doctor and the nelghbourhcod where she lived that the Doctor
telegraphed and wrote to us to go down to Bournemouth where we

found ler in a state of great depression, again tureatening suicia
£
complaining that she was quite unable to manage her affairs or

-







hersell and begged that we should deal with her difficultieA and

make some arrangements for her. She was again certifled and

returned to Lincoln. We saw her very shortly alfter her arrival
old us that she had never been 8o Kindly treated anywher

t0 be recovering. Very snortly after this,

e fa
tc her I'riends in Germany an& the Eoard of Con

and the German Consul suggesting that her husband and we were
conapiring to confine herin a lunatic asylum and she alterwards
grew very troublesone - accusing the Visitors and the Medical
gtaff of misbehaving towards her and,in the end, Dr.Rugsell
insisted on her removal. She was then transferred to Northampto
and, Tor a short time, the change seemed very beneficial. ghe,
however ,agalin began to write letters and cause trouble. Since
her removal to Northampton she has again been most hostile towards
usewho, ghe thinke,a®e responsible for her confinement.

Her mother and sister cane over Irom Germany on the

ons made in her letters and stayed some time in

also came over to Nottingham and saw us. They were

that she was not it to® discharged zand they were
tc take any responsibility for her.
Thereis no doubt that she is very easily influenced

by anyone who wlll accept her statements and forward her wishes,

This has made her the victim ol several people who have greatly

agcravated her mania.







The Tforegoing statement seems to deal with all the
points raised on your request except that there are four children
of the ages of I3,I2,I0 and 9§ years respectively. We shall Dbe
glad to give you any other information that we can. The case 1s
rendered very difficult by the hostility of the patient towards

Ak T

ner hushand wheéch prevents him from doing anything himself to

help her, although he has never refused to do anything Ior her

benafit that lay in his power and he recognises that, lisolated as

y
18,

ne has a very serilous responsibllity towards her.

The last time we saw Mrs Seellg was on New Year's Day
last when we took tlhie children over 10 see her and handed her a
Summons for the appointment of a Receiver for her property. Dr.
zambaut thought it unwise that the children should be left alone
with her, but, even under the restiraint of a nurse's presence, she

t0 cross—examine them and poison their minde agazinst the
wlio were surrounding tliem and from whom they were recelving
kindness.
condition alternates between excltement and . .
depresaion. 'ing the periods of excitement, she seems to belleve
all the violent things she says about people and is very determinec
and ingenious. When she is depre: he seems very nearly to
realise the wickedness of what she has done,blames herselfl,accuses

herself of lying,and threatens suicéde.







In these times of depression she thinks it would be
quite posesible for her to go home and have private rooms and
treatuent there. Such a plan,however,would be quite impossitble.

J|+

At her last visit to Radcliffe, she got a crowd of caddies from the

goll course and the manageress of the Doruey housgse about her and

openly accused her husband's relative housekeeper of
The presence of the children in tie house ia itselfl a

ason for such a course being impossible.
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Enc.

i .!}i::tn min Street,

TELEPHONE 1282,

~Rutingfum.

Igth March, I9I15.

Mrs H.L.Seellg.

I we enclose Statement of facts connected with
Mrs Seelig as desired by your letter. We couid add to them almosy

t0 any extent indetails of her behaviour during the past ten
years but 1l

bWl

iat ,We think, seems unnecessary.

Whatever we -or Mr.Seelig can do to help inthe matter

we shall do =s very gladly. The case is a most serlous and sad

one. We very mich hope that she willl settle down at The Retreat

happlly and st whatever you tnink
Teah 2,

wWe are aSesreed. be most

wise Tfor her treatment will,
L favorably cansidered.

on you to treat our comminication as a

L= ]
Y

confidential one. If it were shewn to Mrs Seelig, there 1is no
knowing to what ends her ingeruity might not twist it

LW

Yours falthfully,

Tn%g&Eﬁé%“L

1l Superintendear
re;j+.l,par ntendent,
YORK.

oy







MATIONAL TELEPHONE N2 56.

Daint Dndret’s,

ULARLY I
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All oo azeationg ahould he
P L Ty -
THE ZECRETARY
sk Lankil,
1h bt

LONTMON, 5.\ 1 ¥
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In reply please quote

s oeally

In reply to your letter of the Sth

L am dirscted by the Foard of Control to say ti

Mr.Alexander Seelig, the patient's ruszband, was

substituted as Petitioner for Mr.J.W.Erizge, by an
Orday of the Board under Sectlon 48 of the Lunaecy
Agt, 18%¥0, on the 16éth Septenber 1914. This wWas

done by the wish of 1 ges,; who had

Mrg.2eeliz by whowm the payments for

Tha Medical Saperintendent,
Tha Hetreat,

Torit.







11th March, 1915.

Dear Sir,
I am sorry to trouble you in respect to

¥rs. Seelig, whom you attended in Decermber 1913, and

sent to the Lawn, Lincoln. She was transferred to

8t Andrew's and afterwards came here. I have to
patisfy myself as to her state of mind. 80 far

I have been able to detect little that is wrong
except in relation to past eventis. Thus she denies
point blank almost all the facts contained in your
certificate and in that of Dr. Small. She also
makes serious allegations against her hushand, says
he stopped her alimony, and consequently she was
ghort of necessaries. In reference to her saying
she would kill the children she says she stated that
she would sooner see her children dead than that
they should go back to their father's house where
he was living immorally. If you feel able to give
me any additional particulars fo the case I should
be mach obliged. I have little doubt that she
either cannot or does not wish to remember what
happened at Bournemouth, and consequently gives a
very imperfect account of what transpired. If you

have no objections I should like to communicate




(2)

the contents of your letter to Mrs. Seelig.to try

and .eonvinece her that .at that time she was very
far from well, ;but .of course I will keep your letter
atrietly confidential if. you wish dit.

1 remain,

Yours very truly,

DPr. J. H. Dreaw,
Clovelly,
Parkstone Road,

PI:H'JIH,




11th Mareh, 1915.

Dear Dr. Martin,

I find I was mistaken in supposing that

Mrs. Seelig was admitted at St. Andrew's under the
present order, but the copy sent toc me stated that

ahe was admitted at S5t. Andrew's, both on the order
for recaption and on the petitlen. Your copying
clerk has not made the necessary alterations, and so

I wap miataken on the matter, Hay I ask you to

gend me a line saying when ¥rs. Seelig was transferred
from the Lawn to St. Andrew's, 8o that I may note

it on the papers.

I do not find it a very easy case. Sha
makes accusatlons against her hushand, the truth of
which I cannot express an opinion about, bhut she
certainly seems to think that all the doctors
concerned have been wrongfully influeneced by him
and have been overpersuaded as o her mental infirmity.
S0 far she has given no trouble, hut I do not expect
that we have seen the worst.

I remain,

Yours very truly,
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2, Birlnma
Sentiinainm.

I0th March,I191b.

Mrg E.L,Seeli

G e e P

We thank you for your letter informing us of Mrs Seeligs
arrival at York. It was a remarkable thing that the choice of the
Great Northern route to York took the train through Radcliffe
where her husband lives and that she saw and spoke to her little
boy on the sgtation platform.

With reference to the form you have sent to us we wiil
do our Dbest to give you, as a confidential commmunication, a history
of the case for the last ten yvears during which we have known and
had a great deal to do with it. The circunmstances are very umisual
and 1t will take a little time to 1look up our notes.

Yours falthfully,

L
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The Medical Superintendent,
The Eeirest,
YORK.
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We feel that we have a very imperfeet history of the
cage, and I shovld be z2lad if vou would give me an

account of the onaet of the illness, and alaso fill

up the enclosed form,

previous history of the patient.

ramaln
| O =3 A - B ily

Yours very truly,

Memssrs. Burton & Briggs,
2 Victoria Street,

AT & ¥ e
ottingham.







f#th March, 1915.

Dear Hif,

Just & line to thank you for sending the
papers which arrived safely. lNrs. Seelig came along
quite comfortably. 8he met her son on the way by
accident. He was on the station a2t one of the
places at which she had to change.

I have not yet had much talk with her,
except to find that she has much to say on the subject
of litigation and wrongful detention and so forth.

Could you let me know whether ¥ra. Seelig
paw a Yaglstrate after admission.

I remain,

Yours very truly,

Dr. Martin,
8t. Andrew's,
Rilling Road,

Northampton.
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5th March, 1915.

Dsar Dr. Rambaut,
Kany thanks for the further particulars of
history which your colleague has sent me this morning.

e

Ve will send for lNrs. Seelipg on MHonday.

The nurses will arrive at I am sending two

sugzesta a possible

guicidal

Yours wvery f'?':-']__'..rj
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4th March, I2Ib.

Dear Sir,

Mrs E.L.Seelig.

We have this morning received the papers in this case
from the Board of Control to lead to Mre Seelig's transfer and
have forwarded them to St.Andrew's Hogpital duly ﬁignad‘,'n? Mr.Seel

|
80 that the way is now clear for you to make arrangements for the
transfer.

With many thanks for vour help and courtesy 1ln this
matter.

We remain,

Yours faithfully,

"y

- J
ke

z

—

The Mediczl Superintendent,
The Retreat,
YORK.
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3rd March,U9I5.

Dear 8ir,

Mrs E.L.Seelig.

Our application to the Board of Control was delayed
Tor a Cew days alter receiving your letter in conseguence of a
report we received Ifrom Dr.Rambaut that Mrs Seelig was not well.
He wrote us a week ago that she wag gquite able to travel and that
there was no longer any reason for delaying the matter and we
forwarded the application forileave to transfer.
As soon as we recelve the papers from the Board of
control we will at once inform you.
Yours faithfully, :
i
/ {__.-—--u-w— — \.---

The Medical Superintendent,
The Retreat,
YORK.







16th Februsary, 1915.

Dear 3irs,

I write to say that we shall be pleased

to receive Nrs. Seellg at the end of the present

month, 8o perhaps you will take the necessary steps

to communicate with the Board of Control as regards

the transafer.
I am obliged for the partioulars you give,
and I hope to be able to liberate a nice little room

for Mre. Seelip.

Yours wvery truly

Messras. Burton & Briggs,
2 Vietoria Street,

Nottingham.
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I4th February,l 5.

Dear Sir,
Mrs Seelig.

I think it is very fortunate that you are going to
London and I shall be very glad indeed if you will do as you
suggest.

I have had a letter this morning from Mr.Winterbo tham
jn which he says he can really do no more in the matter and oan
only say that, if the responsibility rested with him, he has
expressed to you an opinion as to what he ghould do. The diffic-
ulty is: that no one can take responsibility as to the gelection
of a Surgeon. It is no uae troubling Dr.Smith in the matter.
The selection, apparently, mugst be made by Mrs Seelig herself.,
We can only take any steps that are necessary to protect her

from an unwise choice. Whatever you think beat to be done, you

may rely on it bnlng apﬁrﬂvad by Hr.qaalig ,sz *4¥;Z: %ﬂﬁﬁtcm
e {éd,«-ﬂ.ﬂ. .d".r-fﬁl o P, T ‘ -
(T teoern s el {0 G faith*"ull f" T

Dr.Pierce,
Medical Superintendent,
The Retreat,YORK.







-1 _Efini'mr_'m 'i?ljm.ﬁ_

TELEPHOME 1282, 'i'_ﬁzgiﬁﬁﬂl_thl‘lm.

% Ty ITT= N ol ci B L [
lgth February,I9lb.







9 Wirturia Steeet,

S i T C ‘ﬁgnﬂim_thﬂm.

IIth Fe







9 Wictorin Street,

TaLEPKONE 1202 SWnitinnfam,

Feh™Miaryvy. TaTk
Jedladl'Y, 1210,

(L8 )

ahall
referg ocours

in her removal to York w

i o 5, A w1y g 3

8 Lo eXamine her
- PR Ty SRS Pae . = P g T U g R -
arrangepents hav 1gen made Tor the visit te be to

A LFS (]

Parhar







2, ; yﬁ rtnnin %trrr-i.
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terms, perhaps the best

gtand over until you see thepatient
or her. The plan ol expend-

doubt,by the Master in ILunacy who has

now an application before nim for the appointment of a Recelver.

It ig not a case in which therels any Justification for exirav-
agance in expenditure but therelg no reason wiy ewerything
ona that his necessary for ner comiort.

B

Yours fatthfully,

Superintendent,







St. Anvrel's Hospital,

Hovthampton.
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Andreio’s Hospital,

Novthampton.

given her perticularly asked

this he informed me thet he had
never I

(LR I~

pregnant

against kr

2l -

A prominent eypptom of her diseese 18 the unfounded
diglikes ahe takezs to patiente and officiels,

Medieal Superintendent.

bth February, 1915,







EG'PF .

Dear Dr. Rambaut,
Mrs. consunlted me first in Qotober 1912 and I
enclose & letter which I received sbout her at thaié time from

Dr. Smith of Hottingham. I was of the opinion that she was

suffering from Hervous Eructation and that her attacks of pain

might be due either to 8tone in the Kidney or to Appendix trouble.
I advised that she should have the Kidney X.Rayed but I am not
sure whether this was done.

In Januery 1913 she was operated on by Dr. Smith whose letier
I alsc enclose. She wee subseguently seen by Dr. Purves of
Lincoln and I send on the letter he sent to me about her. I have
not seen her since,

She is certainly an extremely neurotic person and &s the
Appendix has been removed and Dr. Smith gould not feel any stones
in the Gall Bladder it is difficult to see what can be the cause
of her ahdominal pain. Should she £till be complaining of it
it might be well to have the Kidney X.Rayed again.

Yours eincerely,
Signed Robt. Hutehison.

P.2. Please return the letters.







Chorister's House,
Minster Yard, Lineoln,

August S5th 1914,

Dear Dr. Hutehison,

I have today seen an inmate of the Lawn
Lunatie Asylum, Lincoln, by neme Mrs. Seelig. She says you sent
her two years ago and know &l1 sbout her. She has had her

apprendix and right ovary removed and now complains of having had

many attacks of violent pein suggesting gall stone. The House

Surgeon assures me that there are not eny signs of whites nor of
erystals in the urine. Her right kidney is elightly movable.
She also has Endoervicitis. She either is & neurotiec and a
windsucker or she has a gell stone, iff the pain is genuine.

From the House Surgeon's account of her behaviour during
the attacks it is hard to believe the pain can be geuuine.
What can you tell me of her®

D.Purves Sprgeon.







Beeston,
liotta,.

Jan.l9th 1913.

Dear Dr. Hutehison,
Thenk you for your letter of the 1llth
enclosing your former lester Gto Dr. Wallace zbout Mrs. Seelig.

I opened the ahdomen and finding that the appendix was
thickened =«nd rather rigid I removed it; it was patent
throughout but on stitehiag it up I found the walls much thicker
than usual and the tip was considerably hypertrophied, there
were no adhesions zbout and the removal wse & very aimple
matter. I pelpated the right kidney and it appeared of
normal size and consistency ugein a little mobile. I felt

all round the gall bladder region but could make out nothing

abnormal. The right Fallopian tube was very injected snd

gwollen, The right ovary was slightly enlarged with three
or four oysts in its subatance. As I hed permission to do
what I thought hest I removed this tute ovary. The operation
wes last Monday and she is going on very well with a norumal
temperature throughout.
I am informing Dr. Wallace fully of what hes been done &and
no doubt you may hear from her later.

William Smith M.D.







Eeeston, Notte.

petober 16th 191E.

Dear 8ir,
Mrs. Seelig at the Bayswater Private Hotel has
asked me to write to you. She hes been under my c&re on &nd
off for sbont ten years,
Twice I have curfetted her in very troublesome Endometritis
and I think she had some chronic inflemation at times in the
right broad ligament hut never sufficient to warrant an

exploratory laparotomy. I have felt her right kidney slightly

misplaced but not lately. One doetor diagnosed gall stones

but I could never find any evidence of 1it. I could never gulte
exclude appendix trowble, but I di4 not think her acute attacks
were of a characteristic nature, It 1s possible thet the
appendix #m kkm 18 resally the origin of a good deal of her
trouble though I have never told her Bso.

ghe hes had & great deal of family troible and has always
been of & highly sensitive naturs.

Yours truly,

williasm Smith M.D.
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5th August 1915.

Pierce,

I enclose you & few particulars
abomt Mrs. Seelig For severel wecks after
admiss ion she seemed gquite happy end contented,

everything, but after then her

rybody changed - hothing seemed

geemed to do wrong in

g sorry that you are shorthinded owing

Jlcknese.,

I have written to Messrs B in d Briggs

saying that it will be venient for Mre. Beekig fto

v —*

recaeive her,

Superintendent.







4th Pebruary, 1915.

Near Dr. Rambaut,

I have an enquiry for the admission of a
patient from Messrs. Burton & Briggs, and I understand
from them that it is necezsary that she should he
tranaferred from your care. I gather that it is
not a very desirable case. I am gquite willing,
however, to give the patient a trial, so long as
it is eclearly understood that if she is difficult
to manage or does not settle in well she shall be
transferred again. I have always thought that
changes from time to time are desirable in the
interests of the staff, so I must, I suppose, take
my share of cases of this kind.

Unfortunately at the moment we are short-
handed on account of illness, and could not take
a case for a month or B0.

If it is decided to send the patient here
a few lines as to the special features of the case
would be welcoms.

With kind regards.

I remain,

Yours very truly,







3rd Pebruary, 1915.

Dear Sirs,

We make 1t a practice never to decline a

patients juat because they are troublesome, but we

mast, of course, reserve the right to apply for a
transfer if after a time the change of surroundings
is not found to be beneficial. Unfortunately at
the preagent time we have only too many clronl

here, and I musat not add to their number with

being underatood that a fur  tranafer may |
necessary a’'ter a regsorigble trial.

Juat at the moment we are shorthanded on
account of sicknesa, but in a month I sxpect we
ghall be ready to receive a new patlent.

[ send you a copy of our last Report, which
will give you particulars respeciing terms.

I remain,

fours very truly,

Messra, Burton & Briggs,
2 Victoria Street,

Nottingham.




Dr. Rambaut,

I have an enquiry for the admission of a
patient from Messra. Burton % Briggs, and T underatand
from them that it is necessary that she should be
tnansferred from your care. I gather that 1t 1is
not a very desirable case. I am quite willing,
hegever to give that patient a trial, sc long as it

is clearly understood that if she deos not settle

in wall or 1s dofficult to manage sahe snall ha

I remain,

Yours very truly,

%
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TELEFHONE 1282, ,ﬁ'gﬂﬂulljhl‘!m

2nd February,IaIs.

The wilfe of a client of ours.who is now in St.Andrew's
Hospital, Northampton, and the ﬂaturﬁﬂf whosgse insanity is described
nt report as "Mamie Depresgssive Insanity"
'at times over semotional, lmpulsive and
mentally depressed and having delusions
and suspicion and who believes her husband and his

injure her®, has recently become unhappyv

Northamnoton d Dr.ReEubaut recomnends her
gome other Institutil

For some months alfter her admlssion slie was gquite

normzal. The experience at

e

previous one at The Lawn, Lincoln

vacancy 1or such a c¢ase and

!

(=2

attendant on ita treatment.: The

wnn private bedroom at Northampton.

Although she cannot apparently help inventing extraord-

L=

. L T S - ; e w4 T & et a4 PR | - e
inary statements and repeating terrible accusationsg agalnst hex

18band and her friends she, i glmple Wi pears to be reason-

L B o4 =

able and writes fluent and ble letters. She szaid of







that "her happliness in life had been to make others

ig go,it cannot be denied that she has succee

A

to give you these partlculars because

We think

tha guestion of whether receive her may depend

wllic

aving available suitable as well as necessary accomodat-

of such a case,

Yours falthfully,
2
.:/ £ —
Herir

% wad i aynarintendern
. \"r‘;?”-“ﬁ"ﬁ.lﬂt'?‘é:.?‘;- erl
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Dear Sir,
Br. Russell of the Lawn, Lincoln,
has written asking Dr. Pierce (the

Medical Superintendent of this

Hospital) to send particulars as

to the .admission of patients.

Dr. Pierce asks me to say that he

regreta we have no vacancy just

vet;, ‘the: Retreat being wvervy full.
I remain,

Yours truly,

John W, Briggs, Esq.




Sept 4th 1914.

"l
LY

Dry - Plerce asks me to write .

and thank you for recommending

the Rétreatato Mr. Briggs.
Unfortunately we are very full just
now,;:land ‘there "is mo ,yeom for

a lady patient.

I remain, .

Yours very truly,

r. Russell.,




The Lawn,
Lincoln.
3rd 8geptember 1914.

pear sir,

Will you send your terms for female Patient,at present
here, that her friends want transferred 1o some other Heoapltal,

to Mr John W.Briggs, Solieiter, 2 yictoria st, Nottingham.

She pays 70/- here, her husband is a German.

I am,

Yours faithfully,

Medical superintendsnt.

The Medical super] 1t
The Retreat,

York.
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