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A.FESTING BRYANT,
8, JOHN STREET,
EEDFORD ROW, W.C.

SOLICITON.
AND AT HODODESDON HERTSH.

COMMISSIONER FOR OATHS.
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iy attention
ne pay ment has veen

Kiss Hoskyns-Abrahall at the Hetre Wad,

nderstand, sent to the Hetreat by your direction, and

I must, therefore, ask you to I'e

1 ¥ L = o
S88I0d ginittance ol

. &, for which an account has been rendered to

you more than once,

iA. Feating Eryant,
6 John Street,

Bedford hHow,







I am requested by the Committee
hey are unwilling for the leave of
Hoskyns-Abrahall to continued any

next sne will

The Committee consider LI

ithfully,

wegting Bryant,

80 .

-

& John ."E‘(,I‘E.‘E.‘i,
Bedford Street

London, W.C.l
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Pri*r‘e.te & Confidential

A.FESTING BRYANT,
TOHN = .
SOLICITOR. 8, JOHN STREET,

COMMIBBIONER FOR DATHS, BEDFORD ROW, W.C.

Encly.

TELEFPHONE 271858 CPEMTRAL- AND AT HODDESDON,HERTS.

2%3rd, November 1916

Dear Sir,

I thank you for sending me the account as to Miss
Abrahall. On receiving it I at once saw Mr, Purves who has
acted very nicely throughout the whole business.

There is one aspect in the case I do mot like. My
Cousin told you that if the account was sent to Mr, Purves he
would pay it; I accordingly saw him as I have already teld you
in my last letter., When I saw him to-day he told me that he
had heard from my Cousin saying that he was to pay nothing
until he heard further from her.

At his suggestion I have written to mp Cousin to=-day
as per ceopy enclosed. Of course I realise thatiyou will loek

to me to discharge my Cousin's account, but I am endeavouring

not to be put inmto a very awkward position of having to find

the money myself.

I will only add that I consider myself extremely
indebted to you for the trouble you have taken, and the
letters you have been kind enough to write.

Yours very trily,

Dr, Bedford Pierce,
The Retreat,

York.
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A. FESTING BRYANT,

SOLICITOR.
COMMISSIONER FOR OATHE.

TELEPHONE 2718 CENTRAL

Dear Sir,
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C.M_ ADAM :
.B. THRING
G. SHELDON.

1L RsRAM 8th November, 12186,

Dear &ir,
We thank you for your letter of the 6th inst.,

relative to Miss G, W. R. Hoskyns-Abrahall.

She is interested beneficially in the sstates 1o

which we referred in our last letter, of which she 18 a
Trustee, and the difficulty arises that unless we can obtain her
signature to various Transfers and cheques in connectinn with
these estates, the income to which she is entitled under such
eatates cannot be made available for her,. Can you give us

any lidea as to When it is likely that Mlss Abrahall's condition
will have so far improved that it will be possible Tor her 1o be
removed from your Home¥ If it is at all likely that Miss
Abrahall's condition may have so improved within a a compardtively
short time that she may be removed, the matte-of her signature of
the Transfers and cheques referred to above, can be allowsd to
stand over for a time, but we should 1like to know if possible how
long it is 1likely that they must stand over,

Yoursa Taithfully,

r, bedford Plerce,.
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TELEPHOHE W2 98

f.-",.-'.-'.r'z',-',.' '}.?-'.-'.-'.r,-f,.f?' ,."'r/Jr.-'.".-"l-'
el Nowenber, 1996,

Dear Sir,
Miss 3. W. R. HosEyns-Abrahaili, 4ho Js et
_present at your hnome, is one of the Trustees af soversd -sethles
whieh are at present in course of administration, Sfif-sedth wiiich
we arse concerned. We are desirous of obtaining ilisessdlrahe]l*s
signature to various documents and chegues in -Sebiertion wilh
these estates. Will you kindly tell us whether you . thifk Tt woulld
be proper for us at the present time to write 1o iliss Ipwakall
giving her a full explanation of all matters chind®iaf with the
estates mentioned above, and to send for her Eigixture The
documents and cheques referred to.

We should not, of courss., wish o wSapt ThHis
course unless you could assure us that in yoor -epinien #fiss
Abrahall is fully able, at the present time, e mnddiretand and
appreciate business matters, Ve may say thel wo dmys recently
recelved letters (the last of them gnly arriwsid Lhis mprriing)
from Miss Abrahall, from which it wonld seem Thal-#he ig gfiite
able to deal with business matters. We think 31 is guige 1ikely
that you will have haa.rﬁ from Mr. sryant, who sas jostrpasntal
in introducing Miss Abrahall to you, that we are copsngted with
various matters in which #he 18 interested.

Yours fsithfully,

ﬂi. ‘r/- :'-:’iP_.--:--

Dr. oedford Pierecae,
The Retreat,
Y D pl I‘:i







A-FESTING BRYANT, -
— - frer Sy 6, JOHN STREET,
" SOLICITOR. = & = .

COMMIGBIONER FOR OQATHS. BEDFORD ROW, W.C,

AND AT HODDESDON, HERTS.
TELEPHOME 2715 CENTRAL.

25th. October 1916

Dear Sir,

I am extremely obliged for your very full letter of
the 18th. inst. which I should have replied to before, dut my
personal Clerk has been awaey very wurmwell, and I have been
consequently shorthanded.

I am very sorry that my Cousin should have given you
so much trouble,

I quite agree with gour view that though the
appointment of & HReceiver would facilitate maiters it must DPe
avoided if possible for the reason you state. I have
reported what you say to Messra. Adam Thring & Sheldon, the
family Solicitors.

I return Miss Hayllar's letter, and thank you
the same, and for sending me copy of your reply. This
being her greatest friend my Cousin will neturally like
write to her, and I should expect her to write to the Baih

Solicitors, to Mr, Purves, and %o her Sister, Mrs. Bishop.

Fhare ree Ao el tastre dop 5o P Tha . { wrc oot P 2o —™ ‘;__,
My own idea for whet it is worih as to the beed way

to keep my Cousin in a gpdd sthie of health wuld be that as
soon &s she is well encugh to be consfdered as no longer Tit

to be detained under the predehil arrangpment guite s small

Ir, Bedford-Plerce







e
house should be taken for her at no great distance from Town
preferably between London and Brighton so that her friend Miss
Haq}lﬁr_cculd keep in touch with her, ani I could be within avk
Ard k" SR8 3 fioas b Knvie Jomeriips b osth Joilogs forsby SonilPmleBe a7 dr e p oo A BA
easy distance if my Cousin wishes to keep in touch with me I
should like to write toc her briefly referring to my idea say
on Friday if you think that such a suggestion would do no harm,
and the time has really come t¢ talk to her of the future.

I make this suggestipn fer what it is worth. I
must of course be gulded by your experience and knowledge of

such matters.

I am, Bir,

Yours faithf)ly,

-

g

Br. Bedford-Pierce,
The Retreat,
Jork.
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A.FESTING BRYANT,

6, JOHN STREET,
SOLICITOR.

CONMMIBSIONER FOR OATHS, BEEDFORD ROW, W.C.

AND AT HODDESOON, HERTE,
TELEPHONE 2718 GENTRAL. > DEERDOMHER

10th., October 1916

Miss G. W. R, Hoskyns Abrashall

I much regret that I have not been so well the last
few days, and have in consequence found it impossidble to deal
with all business with requisite despatch.

I have sent a copy of the form which you require to

be filled to Miss Hoskyns Abrahall's family Solicitors at Bath,

end hope you will receive it at York filled up on Thursday.

Meanwhile I will make the following remarks.

My Cousin hes I understand been certified before; I
believe that was more than a year or two ago.

A day or so before my Cousin's becoming unwell she
seemed to me to be better in health than she hed appeared to
be for some time previously.

The death of her Mother and a Sister within the last
12 months was I know & great sorrow to her, but I am not aware
of any other mental strain or unfawourable influence.

She always had the idea of having this Sister, who
had been in an Asylum I understend for some years, to live
with her, and the Sister's death undoubtedly affected her

considerably.
Dr. Bedford Plerce







"
- e

She is I believe very restleses by nature, and never
inelined to settle in any place.

I had gathered before her present illness that she
might be eccentric, but did not enticipate seeing her as I did
on the 9th. September,

Dr, Brander of the Homerton Infirmery informed me
that it was essential that she should have complete rest and
quiet for a while, and I enclose & copy of a letter he wrote
to me on the 22nd. September just prior to his leaving for a
short absence from his official duties.

My Cousin's 111 health has been & source of reesl
sorrow to me as we have been on very friendly terms, and I
shall be only too glad to hear that she is held to be
completely recovered.

When she was taken to the Guildhall, and I attended

there the Doctor had already certified her, and I understood

?
that she would in the ordinary way have been sent to the
London County Asylum had I not other plans to suggest.

As Dr. Brander spoke so highly of The Retreat, and
was of opinion that a short residence there would be very

beneficial to her I completed the arrangements accordingly,

I am, Sir,

Yours faithfully,
Y, ‘

Py

Dr. Bedford Pierce,
The Retreat,
York.































to decide

1ie she has

and is

gpecial
twistes what is
ised st the sentiments 1 am
surposed to have expressed, Generally.she 18 nlausible,
events whicn would deceive anyone. 1 have
er GoCcLor or nurss

nkiudly treated

The question whiel g attention is what is to be
the future. am d that in her present
gtate there is no necessity fo3 ; under care in
gtitution of this
is likely
therefore, su:-gest hat she goes
way on trial, say for a month or possibly two, and that if
luring that time she gives no cause for anxiety she might be
suiteble dischearged then.

She tells me that her friend, HMiss Hayllar, would be

willing to come for her at any time, but I do not gather that




e is wishful to stay witid K13 aylla he herself

would 1ike to

friend

outn,
+

S0atnin

ane

y P

&

go to 1 .te for a week in order to visit
go
. arrange
all, but if

4

4t see why

am . letting

Lo dire. Llys




iy I
Ch it

Yfours very truly,







Z24th Cctober, 1l3l06.

any thanks for your letter alout .18s lHoskyna
Abrahall. ¢n the whole she is doing rather better, obut
ghe naturally resents being under coreé and also the
necessary limitations of her libveriy are vexing to her.

The open air is a real difficulty. The lighting
restrictions are very striect here and rightly so. The
hetreat stands on rising ground on the south east of the
city in the direct line of approaching alr-craft and we
must not show a chink of liqnt.. ise li.A. has her room
door wide open during the night and consequently 1s not
likely to suffer from lack of air.

1 do not know now far iss H.A's story is correct
in resvpect to previous trouble witn colitis and intestinal
stasisa. ine seems to me to be quite a hypochondriac on

too
this matter, the whole subject looming large in aer
gonsciousness. if I am doing her an injustice please let

me kKnow.

1 fear it is quite impossible %a make any plans

for the future, really have a very imperfect history

of the case, but it would aprear to me that she is suffering
from chronic mental trouble with periodic exacerbations
which cause trouble. She is extremely reticent as to her

past, declines to say anything about beingz under care




previously, and amuses herself by finding fault and poking

fun at everybody she comes icrosa. She ie certainly a most

for instarce, she tells me that she believes
ental qualities quite Jjustify ny becoming the Lord

wiiich I fear i=s not altogether a complimentary

)

L Iremalin,

Yours very t ruly,

Dr. Ettie
35 Upper Brook

O INAOT




will have had several letters fro
ns=Abrahall ; fear they will be of
distresseing nature as she Vvery much resents being
placed under care, and the necessary restrictions are
mely

know exceedingly little of her medical history
Bl

28 she 18 very reticent, and any information you ecan

Fe

view of treating the case will be
welcome.

remain,

Yours verytruly,
Dr. Ettie Bayer,

35, Upper Brook 8t.,

London, ¥.







18th COctober, 1916,

Dear hMadam,

1 nave received your letter to which I find it
difficult to reply. Inhe letter is ap
under the impression that our nurses are rude and unkind,
that our treatment is harsn, and that we have not properly
conaidered Hiss Hoskyns- Abrahall's wishes, I am not
disposed to reply to any of thnese accusations.

nay say that the patient has been seen since

she ceme here by the following in ependent persons:-

3, Thompson, a lady appeintéd to visit patient.

, Lingford, & member of the hetreat Commnittee.

L

Potter-Kirby, & dagistrate, accompanied by his

clerk.

dr., Shadwell, & Commuissioner of the roard of

all of whom she has unburdened her grievances.
%ith regard to her correspondence; the letiers
referred to were opened by me.,
1 fully realise how difficult it is for you,
unacquainted with the facts, to form a true Jjudgment of
the complaints made, yet I am surprised that anyone should

)

accent iiss Abrahall's statements as to her treatment

without guestion, seeing that her letters clearly indicate







18th October, 1916.

Jeay Gir,

1 expect you are aware that aiss Hoskyns-Abrahall

aglid8. very discontented and dissatisfied. She thinks sie is

badly treated here and she is writing a large number of
letters making complaints as to our tEeatment, Une can
€asily understand from her point of view, having been able
to do exactly as she likes, that the limitations necessary
for her welfare come hardly to her,

Her complaints have been very carefully
investigated by several outsiders, a Lady Visitor, a member
of the Retreat Committee, a Magistrate whom she requested to
see, and tn-dﬁy by a Commissioner of the Board of Control,
ir, Shadwell.

There is no doubt as to her mental infirmity, znd
yet it muat be admitted that the case is‘one which is not
very e=zsily dealt with, Her seccount, for instance, of the
circumstances which led to her being placed under care sounds
very nlausible to anyone who hears it, and if one did not
know the true facta of the cape it would apnear that she had
been the victim of misunderstanding and unkindness. 1t,
therefore, seems probablg that the case will 'give all
concerried a good deal of troutble, as it would be impossible
not to vpay some attention to her numerous cuﬂplufﬁgP

The financial position will require careful




conaideration. . would seem desirable to apply to the
Court for the appointment of a Heceiver under the 1ll6th
gection of the Lunacy Act, but the difficulty in the way
is that she would certainly oppese this action, would

to dispute it, and one can never tell

Fa

this kind will gzo if an inguisition is held.

ionder whether it would be possible to make .
temporary arrangement for her maintenance at the

reat without taking this step. 1t is possible that

ionths idiss H-A., may be more reascnavle
able to look after herself, and yet 1 fear the fact

trouble ia certain to arise again and that she

1ot really able to look after herself but needs some

gort of sunerviasion.

1 think you should see the enclosed letter which

have received and a copy of my reply. Pilease return .

Several other letters have been writien,

which we have returned to iMiss H.A. as being unsuitable to

It would be a convenience to us if you could give
ug any idea as to what relatves and others she might
correspond with without restraint, as we dislike very much

interfering with a patient's correspondence unless it is




Plesse thank k¥rs, Bryant very much for her

letter which was just what we wanted, and it was uaeful

to show to the Visiting Commissioner, giving hiwm the

facta of the case.

1 sam sorry to trouble you witn such a
letter, but I thought you ought to know how
Z01Ng.

I remain,

Yours very truly,







4th Getober, 1316,

Uear oir,

«e have been advised by the Loard of Control that
patients under care here and in otner similar Institutions
should not be allowed to sign any documents or to transact
business, 30 far as 1 understood the situation this ia
their advice, but we are not legally obliged to act upon it
lowever in the present case 1 should have thought that the
proper course was to apply to the Court for the appointiment
of a heceiver. Though Kiss Abrahall is clear and
intelligent in many ways it is also quite clear that ghe ie
not properly capable of managing her affairs. However i

£

should like to see a little more of her before giving a
definite opinion on this mattier. In the meantime if you
like to send a cheque for her to endorse and take the entire
resnon@ibility in the matter 1 do not suppose I shall want to

interfere.

uiss Abrahall has been making a good many complainte

e

$

this morning and it is quite posaible that letters will be

gent to her friends full of fault finding. Just at prea&ﬁL

she has to be under very close observation until we get to
know her and things will be much more pleasant when we can
give her more liberty.

l remain,
Yours very truly,

As Festing Bryant, Esg.

L







’.ﬁ. FESTING BRYANT,
6, JOHN STREET,
SOLICITOR.

COMMISRIONER FOR OATHE. BEDFORD ROW, W.C.

AND AT HOODESDON, HERTE.
TELEFHOMNE 2T7IE CENTRAL.

2rd. October 1916

Dear Madam,

Mies G. W. R. Hoskyns Abrahall

I am much obliged for your letter of yesterday's

As there is every reason to hope that after a very

few months at The Retreat my Cousin will recover her health
her family Solicitors have asked me to let them know whether
there is any possibility of getiing her to =ign any formal
documents or cheques at the present time. If this can be
done it would be a considersble saving of expense,

I shall be much obliged if you will let me hear on
the point, and I enclose a stamped addressed envelope to cover
your reply.

Tours faithfully,
(L Foeie

Mises E. May Hardcastle,
The Becretary,
The Retreat,
York.







8, JOHN STREET,

A.FESETING BRYANT,
BOLICITOR.
BEDFORD ROW, W.C.
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A.FESTING BERYANT,

&6 JOHN STREET,
SOLICITOR.

COMMISHIONER FOR DATHS. EEDFORD ROW, W.C.

AND A bEsD 5.
TELEPHOMNE 27185 CEMTRAL. T HL R QN HERT

27th., September 1916

Dear Sir,

Miss G. W. R. Hoskyns Abrahall

With further reference to your letter of the 16th.
inst. and enclosures I am glad to say that the missing forms
have been traced, and I am endeavouring to put forwsrd the
arrangements for the reception at The Retreat of my Cousin the
above. It is of course important that I should not continue
longer than necessary her residence at the Infirmary, and
assuming that I can secure the Nurse whom I have asked to
accompany her to York, and can complete all requisite
arrangemant:}ii Cousin's family Solicitors I hope that she
will be able to leave London on Saturday at the latest if not
on Friday.

I have just returned from the Guildhall offices, and
understand that I can speedily get an Order through in the
terms required, and am meking arrangements with the two
Doctors.

I oan give but sketchy remarks in the form relating
to family history &c., but the particulars can be supplemented
of course subsequently.

Uy only diffioculty concerns the proper signatory to

Dr. Bedford Pierce
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the form of Agreement which must be signed I gather with your
Institution.

I am, 8ir,

Yours faithfully,
- ¥

Pr. Bedford Pierce,
The Retreat,
York.
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A.FESTING ERYANT.

B, JOHN STREET,
SOLICITOM.

GCOMMISSIONER FOR OATHE. BEDFORD ROW, W. 0.

AMD AT HODDESDOMN, HERTS.
TELEPHOME 27156 CEMTRAL.

25th, September 1916

Uiss G:_W._R. Hcagypp ﬁhraﬁg}}

I very much regret that since writing you to-cey I
find that Dr. Brander has left for & holiday, and his Clerk at
the Infirmary cannot trace your letter to me with the forms
you so kindly forwarded which I sent up there last week with

my Cousin's friend who was going to see him on my behalf.

I shall be exceedingly obliged if without troubling

to write you could post me a duplicate of the forms
accompanied by a copy of your previous letter, and another
print of your handbook. If the other forms and copy handbook
are traced as I hope they will be I will return them if
desired by whoever accompanies Miss Abrahall.
Wi h my sincere apologies for troubling you.
I am, Bir,

Yours faithfully,

-
X L .

Dr. Bedford Pierce,
The Retreat,
York.







ﬁtﬁs}ms BRYANT,

&, JOHN STREET,
SOLICITOR.

COMMISSIGNER FOR OATHS. BEDFORD ROW, W.C,

AND AT HODDESDON, HERT S,

15th, Septegber 1526

TELEPHOME 2715 CENTRAL.

Dear Sir,

Knowing of e Ratr&a.t-rthrnugh my Bister=in-law, Mige
Xlenore Matthews, I beg to enquire if you can help me in the
following sad and diffioult oase,

My Cousin, Miss G. W, R, Hoskyns Abrahsll, has hed &
serious nervous, and I believe temporary menial, hreakdown
which has rendered it necessary (as she was at the time
travelling with my Wife In London) for her to be removed Lo
the nearest adcommodation available viz. the Eackney Union
Infirmary where singe Baturday last she has been under the
care of the Medieal Buperintendent, Dr. BErander,

i

When I mentioned to him that I knew of The Betxsat

he said that I might when approaching you mention his name,and
say that he thought the very best that could be done for my
Cousin would be that she should be received at The Retreat for
a period of about three months.

As to my Cousin's means I am not yet fully informed,
but gather them to be sufficient for her to live upon quietly,
and I should suppose that they would permit of her W:u; 3

guineas & week,

Dr, Bedford Pierce
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My Cousin has had similar illnessees before, and up
to Thuresday week when I last saw her previous to this illness
there was nothing to suggest that she would be shortly so
unwell in fact she seemed better in health than I had known
her for some time. Her Mother to whom she was very much
attached died about a year ago, and she has only one SBister
living who lives at a considerable distance, and with whom she
has not much in common, and her Sister, and her Sister's
Solicitors have left the matter in my hands to make the best
arrangements 1 can,

My Cousin has a great friend living at Brighton whom
I asquainted with the cirocumstances, and who came up to see
her on Tuesday, andhas reported to me that although the Dootor
considers her condition pretty bad she herself had seen her
much worse, and had not a doubt that she would recover ewven
pretty quickly.

Dr. Brander is doing all that he can as he regards

it as a very sad case, buﬁ of course she cannot stay where ghe

is much longer, and I should be much obliged if you could
favour me with a reply at your earliest convenience.

I should mention that my Cousin is a lady of
learning and literary attaimments, that her Father was a

Balliol Scholar, and an Oxfordshire Viear, and that for some

Ir. Bedford Pisrce
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time she was conneoted with Somerwville College, Oxford, where

I have always understood she had for some time s scholastic

appointment.
Her Bister's Solicitors whom I saw on Tuesday tell

me that she has up to recently anyhow done a certain amount of
regearch work.
I enclose a stamped envelope to cover your reply.
I am, Sir,

Yours faithfully,
|

Dr. Bedford Pierce,
The Retreat,
. York.







London,
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