Dunford, Gertrude Jane

Publication/Creation
1915-1917

Persistent URL

https://wellcomecollection.org/works/zzswsqgk?2

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution, Non-commercial license.

Non-commercial use includes private study, academic research, teaching,
and other activities that are not primarily intended for, or directed towards,
commercial advantage or private monetary compensation. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/legalcode

L

ATy

1 = e
La - LAl

¢ Furtaads Al

el

e

1,HigHBuRY,
Jesmonb,
NewcasTLe-on-TynE.
2% (906 .

-~

e o oty

L

--'{{-chd:.‘:ﬁ-ﬂ__

i -
| L

el £y _*U_?

£ -\:;_-E 4{.{_ Ly -FEF.I--'H'TM_;:"' 2

1

I F AT = .--E.-l’.ﬂ:]_,.._\_

(Ava. Lad







1,HicuBunry,
Jesmonp,

NewcasTLe-on-TynE.

L/é( oatd 4 e [qt7

[ F ) :

Bew. BA Ko
w,& Lo &L f?.e?{mu;x.u{a_;: 1€ 6L a4 ;'? ”Ir“vf“fk (o lLe {,"5

( e S

.&L = M’/L,,\.ﬂ{ E{A_&éa’l.-f-«._ri t'_‘,ﬁ.a, el At :-".Q_AGT_Q_ fe_ .M_t_? .-q_-L/z_.-{E._

o o LA
L N elea . & el ol Lff"'{:' L-La_ﬁe‘ ol

;r\:.f*&}'l_.&q_f_ﬂ_ Wl Lo c{ ju:,f_.ﬂ_ Cin ;
fr el J,_J_"—LM_,{ o Orelbiak (/

L Ul e th G Acton Lo oA

I leconed oua dlop Apuyne

LA LA

[ “1

- 3 Var
ad  all LAt LA Ll

{ A = .
Gotg s Cou s B :
'L:‘_.t‘.{_ A4 o o ¥ Pl

P

P .-:"__ | .-i__lL Clorg .-'1-
ol §
oy

¢ & I_-lr -."' ":ﬂ.-;;,_







1,HicHBuURY,
Jesmonno,

NewcastLe-on-TynE.

AL o

L E8paatA s

: 4 1
Ay _i / "x._.;.- iV 'LA_J.PS:{ '{;—‘a—rug -!_A.-(-f—'-:_i-,_ I-._r -4, .{ B

- F "l
17 : r ! :.-;-""Ij LAY :-{_5}/(;.
|

E AL Ottt e i

8 A

Lo Lowedd [







LIDGET GREEN,

KENTON ROAD,
GOSFORTH.













W

1-
L

% 2L

4 11102

&
3

-+

k]

ders

A




.ﬂﬂauﬂ.ﬁ_ﬂ_ﬂ

916} Punf

.__ﬂ:ﬂ:ﬂ*ummm silnox

'SIDUIBE JBUIsSIn) 10 suonmisuj 1a3ylo ur sysod

—UE......M p.w:m:.—muh—.ﬂ. _._._m .ﬁ“_—ﬂﬁmmmﬁ 2[11] 2ABQ JEI1)2Y #_..—..r JE p2Uleld] Sasdnp]

PRF 01 $CF wod] JulfieA SjUdWnN[ouwls pue LIe[es e Yilm ‘Jeatjay 2y Jo juaw
-Jieda(] 3uisin) IeALL] SY) J0] PIJIIIs AIe IWOS ‘A[[enuue gCF 0) SulsLl Lie[es

B M SI9)SIS plepy paiuiodde aie SW0S ¢ SUOIOIIIP [BIAIS ul 1apo sSuiuado










4th September, 1917.

Dunford,

fortnigat'sa

nger needs

Yours very truly,
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that ¥iss Dunford has done
came back to the Ret reat,

leasant and very seet . ghe apologises

trouble she gave the nuree, and generally m
-, 5
impression that she is rather glad to be

safe, and protected from herself.
considerable length to Dr. Duke
will be able to see me and talk

is perplexing to know quite

&% she is at present

Yours vary t’.““-.-"l.'s"'l







Dear Dr. Duke,

1 thought I would 1ike to write you a report adbou

how your two patients.The Misses Dunford have been golng

on. Both of them ars very mueh better, the acute aymptoms
have passed off, and they are improved physiecally, and vet
I cannot say that either of them is convalescent.

It is wery unusual indeed to have two sisters with

L%

g0 strikingly similar.

Miss Gertrude Dunford is at Throxenhy Hall near

scarborough and seems quite happy there, she joins in t life
of the household, is cheerful and even merry, but her delusions
are still present. 3he 1is satisfled that her aister here ig a
person Introduced by Garmans, and that we are just
on for a time, and that the end of evarything is
coming very shortly, and that she has sold the eountry to

the Germans and is responsible for tre war. In spite of

this she sometimes makes light of these strange beliefs,
and we bégan to hope that these ideas are fading and her general
eonduct carﬁﬁinly gives ground for hope that this seo.

Miss Wlorence Dunford as you will know had & week on

. T e . e & .
home |_l.:!,d A ortn L*'c:l"‘t

2] oda rith her relations.

=

bring her hack to the Retra: h vent back

previous unhappy state, and it was elearly not
her to continue there witrout watehful care contin-

She is certainly unfit to be anywhere with a







single nurse. She naturally did not want to return to the

Retreat and tried to take some ammonia, hvt I do not think
one must put too much weight on this, though before this

she had frequently sald she wished she had ccurage to

throw herself into the river. Now she is back here she is

much betteragain, and is fairly e eerful, and I think it is
relisf to her to be safe. She has 4 delusion that there is

& monster inside her which lives on the food she takes.

She also is responsible for the iar, and has sold her

country to the Germans. he is quite good to do with, and
the problem to solve im whethsr anything can be done hetter
for her than remainine here at the Retreat, which has
painful memories of the time when she was so terribly tad,
and 1t 1s quite possitle that an entire change would be
halpful to her. I am at a loss to know what to sugzcesat.
I might find a doctor's house at Harrogate, but this would
he very expensive, and one hesitates to resommend in a case of
this kind single ecare. She is ite unfit to g0 to an
ordinary house under the care of a nyrse , and even if there
is a possirility of removing her to an entirely new place,
Such as Craig Hovse, Morningside, or some other instétution
for the treatment of mental diseases, I feel sure that ghe

would object to this strongly as she likes the staff at the

Retreat, and frequently speaks of the kindness she receives.




herself wante is to go into some family net far from
own relations so that she cold see somethine of them,

g T

live an ordinary family life. Do you any chance

of a maediecal man in the north who receives ragident ;;dt-iﬁnt-ﬂ
whe would care to take a cai 1 ind? Palling this .

[ faney the best course is te Tix & time for Miss Tlorence

to stay here, say one month or twe months, to see if she
improves again, and if she does not do so to arrange her
transfer to some other institutien.
¥ould it be possihle far vou to come and sees thre
I think you wduld be vary much plezsed to see
the progress they have made, and it would be a great
rleasure to have the opportunity of talkinzg the matter over

I am writing to ¥r,Punford telling him that I

Have writtan te you. .




4th May, 1916.

Dear ¥r. Dunford,

I am excecdingly sorry to say that I had to advise
that ¥iss Dunford should return to the Retreat pending some
other arranzements.

On the whole she had done fairly well, and certainly
for part of the time she had improved since she left the
Retreat, hut recently ther-e has been some relapse, and on
Tuesdar Yiss Dunford h:ad a very bad day. The delusions that
gshe had some monster 1ﬂ§ide her living at her expenss, that

gshe was the cause of all the warg and many others which you

which you have gﬁifﬂ ahout, were as vivid as ever. She also

geveral times spoke of injuring herself, saying that if she
only had the courage she would throw hersself into the river.
The nurse was naturally very anxious and had hardly any sleep
on Tuesday night, beinz on the look out as to what she was
doing, and it was clearly quite impossible for the nurse to
rémain at Goathlend with your sister after the sisters-in-law

had left. Any other arrangement clearly would take time to

make, and consequently ¥iss Dunford must return here and I
arranged accordingly.

It is not surprising that ¥iss Dunford 1s very
disappointed, as, of course, the Retreat has many painful

associat ions for her, On the other hand she spoke in the
warmest way ‘of the attention she had received here, and, of

course, one realises that the malady is something quite




independent of her surroundings.

told Miss Dunford that I suzzested that she
ghould he removed to private care in some other part of the
north of England, and I think this would be the right course

i

to take, provided, of course, that a suitable place could be
found.

It is difficult to find a place for a person whd .
has tendemeles to self-injury, vet it is pozsible that a
medical man might be able to receive her into his family ir
guitable ecompanionship cculd be asecured.

loss to make any sugzestions, but

jlake enqt ies at Varrogate if wyou would like me to
s lady doctor there would probably he able to make
recommendation. ¥igs Dunford herself would prefer teo

srer her relatives, at Stocksfield or Warkworth, but I

know anyone there,

The pain@ul part of the case is that lMises Dunford .

nhas been strugzling her utmost to suppress and ignore her

delusions, and in this she has been successful up to a certain
hut unfortunzately she has not recovered far enough for
them to' dissppear. Though she looks better shse has not
gained in weight as a convalescent patient ought to do, and
ghe i not taking food very well.
I remain,

Yours wvery truly,
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Sister Catherine,

i am proposing to come by the

lodgings.

i hope vou w1l he

! -, = B
g’. A :‘: W

LS

er imprevement

Ifoursg very irgly,







¥y, Danferc -

I cannot

g dpaa nr o ',','ant
g painful.and

I

o1 - B el bl R
er, rever,

teree points you raise.

merning from Searborough

&
(21

eavs that Misas Dunford is going on fairly well, but her

echasrful

delusions have not yet gone. : is, however,

and iz useful in the houss.

I remain,
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4th April, 1916.

Dear ¥r. Dunford,

I think you cuzht te knfx that ws have
unfortunately had & emall epldemic of Scarlet Taver here,
and one lady with whom ¥isga Dunford has teen in contaect
has been attacked,about a week . I fully sxpect
that H%iss Dunford will escape. the is certainly at
presont insomewhat vetter haalth, and this morning she
has been asking to telephona to her sister on her
hirthday.

maxes 1t very 4ifficult feor
vhen Miss Dunford goes away.
understand it sreatly eoripples the staff, as
five nurses are attacked, and cothers rave
sside entirely to deal with the infected cases.
vope with this bveautiful weather that in the

sourse o a week or twoe the zttack will have entirely

suhsided, end then we may he able to liberate someome,

wut I thouaght T had better let you know how the master
stands.
remain,

Yours very







22nd Mareh, 1916.

Tunford,
suggestion of Goathland wery good, if
cdly we hawve rathe at e eather; just at present with
the north wind, sr eet it woul : -y eold.
It 18, howay ona can zet

wind, and if

of daffodils

last time
as extremely

tenrorary cause.

y Hvdropathle though

o
f &

ointed
atisnts went over

no diffie:lty ahout

o
execapt in o tREE fact that neither of the
i
e

siateras has lost her delusions, and we so far rave Thihght
that discussing things together reinforces their respective

ideas. There is no doubt that ¥iss Florence looks wvery

mueh hetter, she was out walking yesterday and one was struek

by her improved appearance.

I remain,
Yours very truly,




unferd,

T +Finl o

guggeation of

Goathland very good, 1if

only we have rather hetter 4t at present
the north wind, snow and alsat ha very eoldi
It is, however, charming place
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27th January, 1916.

Dear Mr. Dunford,

I cannet report any striking progresas. e
think your sister Tlorence certainly has improved, but
¥iss Gertrude does not make much head-way.

It has been provisionally arranged that

¥Wiss Gertrude shauld'go to our branch house at

Searborough for a week with a nurse, and they are
thinking of going on Saturday. I thought it would
be well for her to have a change of surroundings and
be away from her sister for a time,.

There is no doubt that both of them are
distinctly better than they were, but the delusions
are not dispersed yeot.

¥any thank® for the cheques, receipts for
shich are enclosed.

I remain,

Yours very truly,



















23rd December, 1915.

Dear Sir,

At the recent meeting of the Tommitise the

gquestion of the terms for the Misses Dunford was under

condidergtion. In view of the faet that special night
nurseg are no longer provided and that the amount of
nursing is econasiderably lessened, the Tommittee decided
to reduce the terms from the date when the change in
nursing was made to £4. 4. O per week in each cgze.

I hope this errangsment will be satisfactory.

Yours faithfully,

Harvey Dunford, Teq.
4 Moorfidld,
High West Jesmond,

Newcastle-on-Tyne,







Bth November, 1915.

¥iss Tlorence Dunford is in a distressing
condition, che accuses herself of erimes and wishes
to Zzive herself up tc tne Police; she is also in a
yery azitated state think it would be a very

digtressing interview for any ld friend, asnd in view

of whal you saj think ¥r Janderson had hetter

defer ming feor t eaent There would be no

a letter to ¥iss Dunford,

illnass,.

¥. Taite Zanderson, Esaj.

Kenton Hall,
Kenton,

¥orthumberland.







KENTON HaLL,
KENTON,

NORTHUMBERLAND.
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9th October, 1915.

Dear ¥r. Dunford,

I am not able to report much improvement.
¥iss Dunford is sleeping much better the last three nights
without sedatives, but she remains in a wery painful, distressed
condition, and she still believes her pister is dead and the
one we have here is an imitation. The ig still pieking her
face, and continuous supervision day and night is necesaary.

¥iss "lorence is up and about in the grounds dally.
Jhe does not get rid of her delusions, dut she looks better,
and is better able to sustain a conversation. Ve have not
taken her to see her sister, as we fdar that Mise Dunford's
distreasing condition would have a bad influence on her.

%ve find that in the elder sister there is a slight
indication of kidney disease, but this may only be a
temporary matter.

It will be quite all right if you send the luggage

up in a taxi on ¥onday.

In sbout a week I ghould like to hear from you
about the question of expense, as, if I understand rightly,
the cost of nursing for the two sisters, which practically
means five nurses between them, is really more than you are
justified in spending. Perhaps you will be sble to call on
your return from Birmingham, and we can then talk over the

situation.
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6,SAVILLE PLACE,
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE.
August 17th, 1815,

Dear Dr. Pierce,

1 am much obliged for your letter, with particulars of Mise
Dunford'se case, and hope ghe will make satisfactory progress under
your care.

She was admitted to my Private Hospital before I had the
opportunity of seeing her, Otherwise, I should not have taken her
in. Ehe has gradually become woree during the few weeks we have
had her, and my nurses have had a good deal of anxiety on account

of her reetlesenese and refusal to remain in one room. She has

wandered about at night, and in other waye shown that she is not

responsible for her actions. Her delusions have been most marked,
but still I hope she will do well. I shall be glad to hear how she
progresses,
I note what you say about Mrs, Allden; It was indeed a sad
cape,
¥with kind regards,
I am,

Yours very truly,
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—The Sacretary i3 Instructed to obtaio the neceszary signaturea to the accompanying
form of guarantee before the care of any patient iz undertaken by The Retreat.

YORK RETREAT HOSPITAL FOR THE INSANE.

In consideration of the Directors of the Yaork Retreat Hospital for the [nsane agreeing o

receye oy A i Lesn el of

as ‘4 patient in the said Hospital, | HEREBY UNDERTAKE
AND AGREE with.. Taedion el | oldfoesd i

5

R
s

" .
of e Pttt Ll lotcet il the Tressurer of the said Hospital,

[t - ‘.

to pay or cause Lo be pad, to the said st ol Ata e
as such Treasurer, or to the Treasurer for the time being of the said I leapital, all such Sum or
Sums of Money as shall from time to time be or become due and payable for the Lodging,
Maintenance, and care of the said patient in the said Hespital, or whilst under the charge of the
Authaorities of the said Hospital, and all such Sum or Sums of Money as shall he paid or dishursed
by or on behalf of the said Institution for any articles of Wearing Apparel, or other necessaries, or
extras supplied Lo, or provided for the said Patient, or the repairing or mending and washing ol
the articles of Wearing Apparel of the said Palient, so long as the said Patient shall continue in the
said Hospital, or be under the charge of the Authorities of the said Hospital, and also to pay or
cause to be paid the expenses in respect of the Funeral of the said Patient, in case the said Patient
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AN | FURTHER AGREE o pay interest at the rate of fve per cent. per annum on any acoounts
due [rom me es above, which shall not have heen discharsed within Twenty-cight days fram the
receipt of such account from the Treasurer, Secretary or Clerk of the said Hospital. Anp [ aLso
UMDERTAKE AMD AGREE, at my own expense, to remove the said Pabient from the said Haspital
within Fourteen days after receiving Nolice in wiitiog from the Treasurer, Secretary or Clerk for
the time being of the zaid Haspital, requiring such remowal.
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M B—The charge [or Beard, Lodging and Aedicel care ie pavable guarterdy, in adwance.
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covared by the laet pavment, the surplus amcoont is returned by the Retrear,







Aug. 27, 1915

¥lorenee Dunford

8ir,

In reply to your enquiry as to the grounds on

vhieh I gave the ceriifiecale ss to persenal interview,
I beg to Bay they were as follows.
The patient il in a depreesed delvesional state a
and fears she has committed some erime. The visit of
A& Haglstrate seemed to me llkely to distress her and
do her harm.
Il am,
ir,

Your obadisnt Servant,

£ (9
Seerstary,

Board of Control




Aug. 27, 1916
Albert Brittain
sir,

In reply to vour enguiry as to the grounds on

which I gave the certificate as te personal interview,

T

veg to say they were as followe.

He is depressed and agitated. He is appre-
hensive and sccouses himself of woeng doing. In my
opinion tre virit of a Vegistrate would he 1ikely to

affect hinm injuriouzly.

-+

- phadient Servant,

The Secrestary,

Roard of Control
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18th August, 1915.

Dear S8ir,

Miss Dunford is doing fairly well, and is
resting better, but she still has delusions which at
times distress her a good deal.

Vith regard to the certificates, if they
cannot reach York to-morrow, Thursday, will you kindly
wire saying that the Order has been signed by the

Magistrate (if it has been done) and that the papers

will reach York on ¥riday morning. Y& must receive
the certificates not later than Priday, but we should
be glad to have them to-morrow if possible.

Yours very truly,

Harvey Dunford, Esq.
4 Moorfield,
High West Jesmond,

Hewcastle.
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