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28th Yovember, 1915.

A. E. Blackwell, ®sq.

Dear Sir,

I av obliged for the cheque, 21/-. receipt for
which is enclosed. I cennot, however, sgree that the account
was overcharged a day; the slip enclosed will azain show how
the devs are caleulated.

with reference to the disbursements, the first
aceount was eent in October, and was made up of:-

to Sapt. 30th. 1914.

Hoard
RBoard to Dee. 3lasi. 1914, {in adwvanece)
M akuraements to Sept. 30th. 1914,

£187. 1

The next quarter's dishursements, £2.13. 9, could
not be iheluded in the first statement as they were not then
dus. I bolieve you will find you have a statement gent early
{in January for £98. 6. 5, which included nayment in advance
to Mareh 31st. 1915, £95.11. C, and disbursements £2.13. ©
plus 1 /9 bvalance from the first account. As ¥r. Rlackwell
left the Retreat this account was not paid, hence the
disbursements £2.15. 6 were carried forward in the statement
gsent in April and also into the fimal account. Trusting that

this will make it clear that £2.15. 6 is still due.
Yours faithfully,







A errtorcenrdaizr froin [ o ~
e fon A, BLACKA W]







11th Yovember, 1915.

Dear Sir,
I enclose receipt for cheque, £37. 6. 8.
You are mistaken in saying that we have charged both
days, August 5th and January 22nd, only January 22nd is
included. There would be;-
1914. August.
_September.
Oetober
Hovember .
December.
1915. January.
170 £178.10. 0.
The charges for board were:-
to September 30th. 1914, 59.17. O
to December. 31lat. 1918. 95.11. 0

to January. 22nd. 1915. 23. 2. 0

£178.10. O.

Even if a charge for both days had been made, I would
call vour attention to the fact that ¥r. Blackwell's
friends had numerous meals at the Retreat for which, of
course, no charge was made.

I have given on the back of the account a




statement showing how the balance of £2.15. 6 is arrived

at.
I must, therefore, ask you to forward a cheque
for £3.15. 6, which has been deducted in error.

Yours faithfully,

Archibald E. Blackwell, ®sq.
Broomfield Houssa,
Qughtibridge,

Jhetffigld.
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Dear Hads.méj Y e Fadiel A
&

'} attentioq;haﬂ been drawn to the fact that
£43. 3. 2 is owing for Mr. Blackwell's stay at the
Retreat, although repeated appllcation has been made,
and you have been written to on several occasions.

Mr. Blackwell left the HRetreat on January;zznd,f?ﬁg

and the Gcmit}ee of the Retreat are not willing thLLt

A Ay

the ma?;nr hall remain outstanding any longer, ard they
| i T f;'ﬂ'{" :
have requested me to write to you personally in the

mattef, 55514, /“““M4f=ﬂiﬁ5wﬁfawt A*LLéﬁ#ﬂ&ﬂQ;H._f

fours very truly,

Mra., Blackwell,
Broomfield House,
Oughtibridge,
Sheffield.







Dear Hadam,

The attention of the Committee has been drawn
to the fagt that £43. 3. 2 is owing for ¥r. Blackwell's
stay at the Retreat, although repeated applieation has
yeen made, :nd you have teen written to on several
occasions.

lr. Blackwell left the Retreat on January 22nd,
1915, and the Committee of the Retreat are not willing
that the aeoount shall remain cutstanding any longar;

they have, therefcre, requested me to write to you

personally in the matter. Your prompt attention will

cblige.

Yours wery truly,

Mre. Blackwell,
Broomfield "ouse,
OQughtibridge,
Sheffield.







24,vii, 15,
d@pe House, Buxton,
derbpshive.
Medical Superintendent r

GRAEME DICKSON, L.R.C.P., &z

Can be saon from 9 nom, to 2 pon. dadly.
Othor hours by appointmeont only.
Near Plarce,

Non't think me = slacker in writing;I am not.Hnt I am bﬁ:-\
an awful time with correspondence Just now & I think that reports
to wovernment despartments ought to he prohibited by the pollice (or

. the Military)jaet-wew .My word,when -my clinical assistant from Bdin-
~burzh comes next week,he is going to get an insight into what fast
North Country bowling,& polite letters to the Commrs,mean,

I have had an awful day;« to cap all,#hile I was seeing
s patisnt in consultation with Flint, one of the loeal Drs here,I saw
pags the window a car with 6,1!,Blackwslls,including the o0ld dame,in
it.They saw the old gent & Jjust canght me when I returned.iext snother
sjeffield car passed with 4 of snother patisnts'relatives in 1t.They
atoppad to have tea at Boots « cnught me walking up.They wanted to
¥now whether + wouldn't: eome in & "ave tea & 'am & eggs"with them be-
-fore they saw fgeir son.i could have done with a real Yorkshire tea
well,for I hsed nad* Ao :’ﬁ‘;ﬂ:l geid I was husy & - kindly Christilan
souls - they :ig t""ﬂj“'“l d not look up their hoy under these circum-
stenves,The Blackwells wars pnleased with the old boy;bmt he is going
down hill,

Had,too0o ,a long letter from Oswald of Gartnavel,snent the

b

gtatus od the V.B.under the Rnglish *'1n3¢§.. Act,Me wanted instant re-

-ply & 1t takes a bit of answering.I haveWirMulged in rather a lon
letter to -*Ju“:lnﬂ»".”ﬂ T am sitting up,everyo

elae having gone to bed,
Yours ever, - \

'_-::.5-"'

f b;'..-"v'-‘v‘“-'\
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3 S ¥y 1
The patient who bolted & whor Wrot r T !
L v UL 8 LK = -
Illed v. Yol :-;rb'-]'llt}

wa 5 i 1 a4 Mhaw 4 ; :
e recaptured.They don't seem %o want e second opinion.I think

they ought to have one.l am sure I am right.But he is avidently at
the turning of the ways & 1t ought to be decided anthoritatively
ghonld bhe hie future 1line of 1ife,Thirty,=sn athl-te,with a

28,no0 children,Unless decided steps nIe

pretty young wife ofabout
tokeh he will become & dement . Haven't seen the wife, k=0 har prettiness
natient's blood relatives hate her, My private .

% thay are had'in lawa"

is merely hearsay.
0od wife to him,&

sninion ig that she ia a go

+o her,But,one does not know,&

4

%. T have never seen her, Y

%
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21st July, 1915.

re Arthur Blackwell.

This patient though on leave of absence from
the Retreat appears to have been sent to Wye House,
Buxton. I have written to Dr. Dickson on the matter.
Perhaps you will inform me as to whether the case
ghould be considered as a transfer or whether the
patient should be discharged relieved. I may say

that the relatives of the patient clearly understood

that he was on leave of absence from the Retreat, dbut

I suppose they must have forgotten it.
I anm,

Yours faithfully,

The Secretary,;

The Board of Contirol.







21st July, 1915.

Dear Dr. Bisset,

I am writing to the Commissioners respecting

Mr. Blackwell's locus standi. I fancy the original

Order continues in forees and that he must be counted as

a tranafer to Wye House. I suppose the relatives

forgot that he was on leave from the Retreat and that

his certificates ﬁara 8till in forece, though they were

told on two occasions.

I remain,

Yours very truly,







21st July, 1915.

Dear Dr. Dickson,

You have admitted a patient, }Mr. Blackwell,
who is on our books. I suppose the relatives forgot
that he was on leave of absence. I will send you a few
particulars of his case. I only hope that he is not
as troublesome with you as he was here.

I do not know what will happen about the
Reception Order. I am writing to the Board of Control
on the subject. The date of the previous Order is
August 5th 1914, so there is just time for you to send
a special report and certificate to keep it alive, and

I can send you coples of the papers if it is decided

that it shall count as a transfer and not as a new
admission. I fancy in a previous admission the
Commissioners decided that two Reception Orders cannot
exist for the same person at the same time and that the
sacond one is necessarily wvoid.

I heard after a day or two from the relatives
of the patient youn telephoned about, but I have not seen
the patient and I fancy they have made some other
arrangementa.

I remain,

Yours wvery truly,




21st July, 1915.

Dear Dickson,

Biackwell,Ylhuhiraﬂndn&tthdakzpat1inﬁ¥pﬁuneﬂthhurelatives




Ire

WapsLEY BRIDGE

SHEFFIELD-

handed me your letter

her husband to an

Er Elsckwell had snother sttack

some weeks ago and they had

Tof

ye BEo,, Buxton at the time, He,I believe,

10t seam to be any better,







¥n
BRANWON & SON,
501 RS
9, BANK STREET,
SHEFFIELD.

7th May 1916,

re Arthur Blackwell,

for your
g date and note as to
which Mr BFlackwell
In January last.

rsbtrily,

Bedford






5th July, 19185.

Dear Yadam,

The time has now come whhn ¥r. Blackwell's

name mat be removed from the hooks, and with your
approval I propose to diacharge him as ®relisved®,
The only alternative to this is for me to sza hir
personally and report to the Beard of Tontrol as to
his condition and that he is a fit and proper person
to remsin under eare. I gather that thers 18 no
necessity for this, and that the rizht course is for
him to he discharged. I hope he is much bhetter
than when I last heard.

I remain,

Yours very truly,

¥rs. Blackwell,
Broomfield House,

Oughtibridge.







BRANSON & SON,

. BANK STREET,

SHEFFIELD.

Arthur Blacl
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6th May, 1915.

Dear Sirs,

Many thankes for cheque, received this
morning.

Mr. Blackwell was admitted to the Retreat
on August 5th 1914 and he left on January 22nd 19185,
He has not been dischargzed, and consequeetly he 1is
gtrictly spesaking a person of unsound mind on leave
of absence granted by the Committee of the Retreat.
This means that if necessary he can be brought back
to the Retreat at any time without fresh certificates.

Yours very truly,

Messrs. Branson & Son,

9 Bank Street,

Sheffield.







9th Pebruary, 1915.

Dear Simpson,

ny thanke for wyour letter. It would
certainly seem better for vou to stay a little longer,
and I find that they can manage at the Lodge without
you for the present. Consequently I enclose one
of the Male Nurses' DﬁyLFt'“ﬁﬁ forms, which the
family should have so that they may know what the
fecd are. I conelude that Mra. BElackwell knows

that you hold a responsible position here, and

consequently the fees must he higher than in ordinary

If the poor man refusea food or becomes
or there is reason to think he is suleldal
otherwise I should
keep him at home Bo that
he may sBpend his last days under his own roof.

Youre truly,







EROOMFIELD HOUSE,
OUGHTIBRIDGE,
Nr. SHEFFIELD.
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18th January, 1915.

is vary uncommunicat

grumpy this morning, and it 1: for him

to go home in his present state. Perhaps
gomasone could come owver to

up. He is certainly better to do with than

recantly, though the improvement I spoke askout in

my last letter has not been altogether maintained,

remain,

Youra wery truly,







BEROOMFIELD HOUSE,

OUGHTIBRIDGE,
Nr,. SHEFFIELD.







ilackwell had a
r the doctor he

and ther= was a lithkle weskness of

face, but he rapidly eame round, and

usual . Thortly after the peizure
inutes . BRlackwell was perfectly
e asked where he was, what were the
doctors in charge, and exrlained t}

3

notion whatever as to what had happened

Then unfortunately he went haek to his

e tha wall and has remained so

There are many canges of attacks of this
but the most prohably opne i=m that he has had
interfarence with the cireunlation in the brain,
hich is not serious as regards this partieular
attack, but indicates senile changes which may be
arious at some other time.

I remain,

Yours wery truly,







15th January, 1915.

Dear Mres. Blackwell,

Mr. Elackwell was quite nieely last night,
and was able to talk ower things fairly reasonsbly,
but he was still suspiecious, and would not belileve
what I told him about his illness, nor did he think

we would send letters. He ssems to think
he was at a Nursery Garden near Sheffield.

vy

He said he had no notion how he came to the Retreat,
or how he wag fed, and it is clear that he has no
memory of a considerable part of the time he has
been here. He asked me sbout going home, and I
said that if he kept thoroughly well there was no

1

reagson why he should not go home next week.

T_'re
complained that he had nct had letters from his

friends, and generally the whole situation was

perplexing to him, seeing that he did not remember

what had happened.

This morning he is more confused, but
is up and dresssd and out in the garden, but his
delesions and susplecions have evidently returned.

I think that it would be well for wou
or some other membar of the familv to write to
him every day, for he evidently values letters.

.

Yours wery truly,







BEROOMFIELD HOUSE, 7
OUGHTIBRIBGE,
Nr. SHEFFIELD.
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BROOMFIELD HOUSE,
OUGHTIEBERIDGE,
Nr. SHEFFIELD.







Tear Mrs.

1st January, 1915.

Blackwell,

I am much ehliged for your letter, and for

the cheque enclesed. There is little fresh to tell

vou respec

rery much

there has

what 18 ns

greater pe

ting YMr. Blackwell's condition. He remains

quieter, and for a very ccnsiderable time

besn no resistance or active opposlitien te

cessaAry. He lies gquietly in bed fer the

irt of the time, hut gets up for a bath and

other nacesgsary purposes gulte pleasantly. e is

on reasonably geed terms with his attendant, but does

not converse with him er with anyone else at all freely.

He s8till thinks that we are thieves or worae. He 1ias

taking food reasonably well and there are no fresh

develojiements. I de not see any signs of mental

deterioration though his mind is eof courss very much

clouded.

a declded

I much heope that the Wew Year will bring
change for the hetter.
wWith kind regards.
I remain,

Yours very truly,







T

BROOMFIELD HOUSE, ./ / //,--‘/,.?
OUGHTIBRIDGE,
Nr., SHEFFIELD.







TeL. No. 24, Ou{iHT.nc.r.

Esplands,
Wl orrall,
fr. Sheffeld.
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WADSLEY BRIDGE,

SHEFFIELD.







25rd Fovember, 1914.

write vou a more encouraging

i1l continues to be much
wishes to be left aslone,

conversaticn, and generally

urna over in bhed refusing to take

speaker, some days he can be

o L

idand 1s able to go out, but more commonly

have hia clothes on and we do not 1ike

He 1s uncertain with regard

his fond Bome times takin abundantly, at
4,-_3'_{{1“!;:; very 1little ., He i3 a pl’.‘ﬂ'!.:'l-lﬂ"‘ll.'

alnz so reslstive and
approachable, but on the whole the nurses are
getting to understand him and
gny serious diffleulty.
Any of the family should write

3

regularly, send him newspapers, and anything deesling

affairs, and I hope that some one will

him hefore ]_(:\;1__'.-__

Youra wvery truly,
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17th November, 1914.
Dear Madam,

Dr. Pierce asks me to say in reply to
your letter that the garments sent for Mr. Blackwell
were rather amgll bhut he can make them do.

He takes food well, but has been
reaistive the last two days end it has not

poesible to get him up. He did read your

letter and and wvery probably the fithers

3= =

I remain,

Yours truly,

Asat Sec.

rs. Blackweall.
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Dear Dr. Elsset,

I mach hope that you will be able to come
over and see lMr, Blackwell, as you may he able to glve us
aome asaistance in treatment. He is not as troublesome
as when first admitted, as for a long time he required
forcible feeding and this has not been necessary
lately. He is, however, not really ﬁetter, and it
is impossible to get him to give any intelligent
response ot to discuss things in a reasonable way.
He is now up most days but it reguires two attendants
frequently to dress him, and we are ﬂftan frightened

that he will be bruised in the struggling which this

entails. If left to himself he goes to bed, turns his

face to the wall, resents being touched or spoken to
evidently in a state of irritation and unreasoning
opposition to things in general. Some days he eats food
in a sort of ravenous way, snatching it from the plate,
and occasionally he appears to have a depraved

appetite,- thus he has to bhe prevented eating the

leaves of shrubs when walking round the grounds, and

he picks buttons of the sofa and tries to eat them,

and he has taken his artifiecial teeth out and secraped

plaster of the wall and tried to eat it. He is




faulty in his hahits, and regquirez a great deal of
personal attention to keep him elean.

| Your letter to the TI."I?EJ_HUT'HI‘_}‘!L:.ﬂ haen
handed to me hy t?é 1ecretarj! and I will see that
fhé matter ié placed ﬂefmra the Committee when they
ﬁaﬁt meet . I should, however, explain that
”r.'Biackwall kaa_pfﬂ?ahly the best room there is
af the ?ﬁtreét, newly built as a sick room for two
psr;éons, a,n-d he haé a special attendant in the day=-time
and anﬁthar at night as wéll as ralisf_attendgnta
-when assistance is required or at meal timeﬂ,_
Tou wiil therefﬂfe.sse that the expgnsea_of:nprﬁing

are very great. Perhaps we can discuss the magtter

further when vou coge over.,

I remain,

Yours very truly,




WADSLEY BRIDGE,

SHEFFIELD.

3rd November,b1914,
Dear Dr, Ilerce,

I shall be pleased if you can let me

have & confidentisl report on Mr, Blackwell's condition,

e

as the family are getting very anxious about him, and with
your permission I would like to eall on him some time
in the course of a week ot two.

Yours faithfully,

Dr, Pilerce,
The Retreat,
York,







WaDsSLEY BRIDGE,

SHEFFIELD-

3rd November,1914,

Dear 3ir,

Mrs, Blackwell of Broomfield House, Oughtibridge,
has shewn me the Eill for her husband. I am afraid the
terms are rather high for her to be able to continue payingz,
and would like to hear from you as to what cean be done in
the way of having them reduced. I may say that the family

would consider five or six gutneas a week reasonsable,
providing he could have the same conditlons as at present.

I put this to you as hi ese is likely to be a long one,

end possibly you may on that acocount reduee the terms.

Yours faithfully,

}‘H“ iy P__} (Wirea—
}

P

he Treasurer,
York Retreaft,
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Dear Mrs. Blackwell,
I am sorry that I cannot report any real
improvement in Mr. Blackwell's condition. Sometimes

& 1s able to bhe up and dressed and out in the

arden, and at other times he is confused and resistive

and retires to bed tsking no not

In this condition his habits are so feulty that his
yrashing must here and cannct be done at
home . e are badly in want of the new cleothing as

ntity of his underclothin;

Lnek
hands with m ica but at 1 me has he responded
to anything I haye=

gald to him. H idently depressed by some
overvhelming delusicn that everything is all wrong,
the natiure of which he will not tell us. Happily
at timea the burden of this lightens and then he 1is
ahle to be up and go into the garden. He 18 now
taking food well but capriclously.

I remain,

Yours wvery truly,







2lst. October, 1014,

Yours wvery truly,
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15th October, 1914,

Dear Mrs. Blackwell,
It must be less than a wesk gince I wrote
at some length to vour son raapecting Mr. Blackwell's

health. “inece then there has not heen mech frash

to report, he has taken fo0d better though now and then

he refuses a meal entirely. On several occasions

he has been up and round the grounds or sitting

under the verandsh in the sun, but he is very uncertain,
and one dav he had to come in because he would

undreas himself in the verandah. Another day I

found him in bed without a nightshirt and khe

attendant thought it better to leave him without

one than put it on by main force. He is unresponsive
and apparently takes no notics of anything said to

him. During one of his better moments he read your
1etter but when urged to reply he does not attend to

1t He has a large and pleasant sunny room but he
takes 1ittle interest in anything, and does not read

not even the newspapers. I think it quite probable,
however, that he understands and heeds a great deal
that goes on before him, and there is no reason to
think that his mind is in any way enfeebled although

he is so depressed.




letters

write anvy time wvou ask for

really better not to

as they are so easily forgsott

the briefeat letter

yvou full particular:

I remain,

we will gladly

information. It i=s

i

at stated times
if vou mend me

zive

=

will gladly

L
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9th . Septr.,

KErs Blackwell,
Broomfield House,
{ughtibridge, nr. Sheffield.
Dear Madam,
Dr. McKenzie has given me your letter.

We cannot report any very decided improvement. On one or
two ocoagions Mr. Blackwell has been brighter and has even
emiled once or twice, and taken food willingly; but for the most
part of the time he is depressed and resistive, and has to be
fed foreibly. Thus, yesterday he took his breakiasti well but
had to be fed with his other meals. He is not losing ground,
in fact I think he is slightly improving; but I cannot give a

very encouraging account.

It will be quite suitable for the friend you speak

of to come to see him.

1 remain,
Yours very truly,
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29th July, 1914,

We have a vacancy for a mele patient, and

I enclose a copy of the 1912 Report, together with

VY

a set of certificates. e lowest rate

paer waek in ordinarvy cases, though in a recent acute

cAage 1 he _"‘1:-]1-1-.---"_f" tea same |_"|v-1¢:.:.; .'r::;.'l"?".' red 2 ons _l-.mr

1imited time if eircumstances demand it. Patients

having private rooms and speclial nurses pay from

£5. 8. 0 to £7. 7. O par weslk. The charges depend

very much upon the amount of special attendance

which is necessary.

I remain,

Yours wverv truly







