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Table—re Sanitary Arrangements of the Elementary Schools

in the District—continued.

Water Bogply — | | Tard surtoce —

e R e Visited o
New Marske ..., On premises : Pails o IMmpervious | May 3
Lazenby o) No supply on prcmiau:s: Earth closcts .| Pervious ... Nov. 27
Scaling ! Mo supply on premises  Pails «sf Pervious ...0 May 11
Westerdale ... Mo supply on préemises Ordinary .| Pervious ... Sept. 11
Wilton voe| Supply on premises | Earth closets ... Pervious ... | Nov, 27
Upleatham ... Nosupply on premises ! Ordinary ...| Pervions ...

Yearby o) No supply on premis—.ts: Pails = Impervious | Jan. 25

Nore.—In each case in which water i3 laid on to the school, such water
is of good quality.

Inspections.

Yisite to each part of the district have been paid by me from time (o time for the purpose
of making ordinary inspections and special enguiries. The following particulars are supplied
by Mr. Woodcock, the Sanitary Inspector :—

Number of Inspections made e BOQ
Nature of the Inspections :—under the Public Health Acts, Factory and Workshop Act,

Dairies and Cowsheds Order, Housing Acts ; of slaughter-houses, common lodging-
houses, &c., and on complaint,

Number of statutory notices served ... 101
Number of informal notices served 80
Number of statutory notices complied with &7
Mumber of informal notices complied with g6
Number of unexpired notices 18
Recommendations.

I recommended the adoption of Byelaws for the " Prevention of the Eceping of Animals
on any Premizes 20 as to be Injurions to Health,”"—Also Byelaws with regard to " Tents,
Vans, and Similar Structures.” The adoption of the former was negatived, —that of the
latter is under consideration.

Housing, Town Planning, &c.. Act, :goo.

The several Housing Acts, of which the latest is the above, are based on the recognition
that the health of the individual is affected by his environment, that the condition of the
house in which he lives and its surroundings mav be such as to give rise to some minor
disease which though it may not incapacitate renders him a less efficient member of the
community and at the same time reduces his power of resistance to major diseases.

Of the honsing conditions which have a prejudicial effect the chief are :(—
{1} Such as prevent the free circolation of air around and in the house.
(2) Inefficient lighting of rooms due to the proximity of other buildings or to
insufficient window area.
(3) Dampness of walls, floors, &c.
(4) Imadequate bedroom accommodation.
(5) Lack of provision for the efficient ventilation of bedrooms.













[

One of the most prolific causes of the spread of diphtheria is the occurrence of mild
cases ; another is the negleet to obtain medical advice in more sévere cases until the patient
is in a dangerous condition. The following is an instance of the former :—receiving towards
the end of the year a notification of a case at Castleton I wisited the infected house; the
patient did not attend school. Considering it desirable to warn the schoolmaster of the
presence of diphtheria in the village I called at the school. It was ascertained that a child
said to have sore throat was not in attendance :—I examined this child and suggested medical
advice being sought. This was done. A "swab’ from it throat being found to contain the
specific organisms the case was notified to me and the usnal steps taken.

“Swabs’ from the throats of persons suspected to be suffering from diphtheria, or
recovering therefrom, were submitted for hacteriological examination in seven instances.

Of the seven cases of diphtheria in the Danby Parish six occurred at Castleton (in four
houses), the seventh at Danby End. The six at Marske occurred al varving intervals between
June 14th and Dec. 30th. All the six among children attending Hutton school were notified
between May 16th and May 18th. On receipt of the first notification (ol the 6 just mentioned)
I visited the infected house and then made enguiries at Hutton school. Several children
¢ said to be suffering from sere throat were absent :—the homes of these I visited and suggested
medical advice being obtained. The result was the notification of five cases in four hounses.
Asz the infected houses were spread over a wide area [ advised closure of the school. No
further cases were reported then or subseguently.

The two cases of enteric fever oocurred simultaneously in one house. Both patients had
just returned from the Continent where it is certain they contracted the fever,

Isolation Hospital.

The provision of a Joint Infections Diseases Hospital for the rural district of
Guisborough and the urban districts of Guisborongh, Bedecar, and Skelton and Brotwon is
atill under consideration. Steps were taken to ascertain on what terms a site suitable for
such a hospital could be ebtained. Owing to various causes there has been a delay in getting
this information. A Committee Meeting will be held at an early date to consider the matter
farther.

Here I would draw attention to Section 63 of the National Insurance Act, 1911, This
Section provides that where it is alleged by the Insurance Commissioners or by any approved
Society or Insurance Committes that the sickness which has taken place among any insured
persons is excessive and that smech excess iz doe to the neglect on the part of any
apthoriiy to ehserve or enforce any public health precauntions, the Commissioners, Sc., may
send to the authority alleged to be in default a claim for the pavment of the amomnt of any
extra expenditure alleged to have been incurred by renson of such neglect, and if an agree-
ment on the sulject is not arrived at, the Commissioners, &c., may make application for an
enguiry to be held. If, upon such enguiry being held, it is proved to the satisfaction of the
person holding the enguiry that the amount of such sickness has (1) during a périod of not
less than three years before the date of the enquiry : or.(2) if there has been an outbreak of
any epidemic, endemic or infectious disease during any less period : been in excess of the
average expectation of sickness by more than ) per cent, and that such excess was in
whole or in part due to any such neglect, the amount of extra expenditure found to have
been incurred shall be made good by the Local Authority in defanlt.

It will he noted that infections disease is specially mentioned: is it not reasomable,
therefore, to assume that any excessive sickness among insured persons due to infectious
dizease in a district lacking hospital accommodation would be considered due to the neglect
of an authority to observe or enforce public health precantions ?

Tubercular Diseases.

During the year [ have inspected a number of houses in which deaths from consumption
have occurred and others in which cases of the disense were notified to exist.  In by far the
larger number no defects were found to which the disease could be either directly or
indirectly attributed. It does not follow of course that the disease was contracted in the
house where the death occurred,
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