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manner similar to a house is obviously out of the question, and to set about
securing the abatement of a nuisance on board a ship by the application of
the appropriate sections of the Public Health Act involves a procedure so
cumbersome as to be useless. The time seems to be ripe for the introduction
of legislation not divorced from reality, but designed to cover every aspect of
the work of ship inspection as carried out by the Port Health Authorities and
to provide for the greater utilization of the experience and knowledge of the
inspectorial staffs.

Fisatng Vessels.

In reviewing the situation concerning crew accommodation on fishin
vessels based on this port, one of the most pleasing aspects is the continu
absence of insect vermin from these vessels. Only a very few years ago the
bug infested vessel was an ever present menace, which almost certainly exer-
cised a demoralising effect on those who were unfortunate enough to have to
live under such conditions. The elimination of the bed bug in fishing vessels
has been the result of the co-operation of all concerned and represents a note-
worthy advance in the general trend towards better conditions.

The majority of the smaller North Sea trawlers are of a considerable age,
and the living accommodation on board is so situated and of such a nature
as to render extensive reconstruction out of the question. It is to be regretted
that the replacement of these trawlers by modern well planned vessels seems
to be as distant a possibility as ever, and it appears certain that no trawler
owner will order new wvessels of this type while existing conditions prevail.
In other words, no appreciable improvement in the living accommodation
on the smaller type of trawler can be expected in the near future.

On the other hand the building of large distant water trawlers is proceeding
apace. The two vessels which entered the service of Grimsby owners during
1948 are excellent examples of their type and will be followed during the year
1949 by many other notable additions to the Grimsby fleet.

In view of the fact that in the 1946 Supplement to the Ministry of Trans-
port publication * Instructions as to the Survey of Master’s and Crew Spaces "
it is required that in vessels of over a certain tonnage, the ratings should be
berthed in rooms containing not more than four berths, it 1s remarkable that
new deep sea trawlers are still being built with the old style of forecastle which
provides sleeping accommodation for as many as sixteen men. Fishermen
do not take kindly to changes and many profess a preference for the large
general forecastle, but it is perhaps significant that the crews of trawlers having
separate rooms for each watch are mvariably in favour of this more modern
conception of satisfactory living accommodation.

InspEcTION oF CAnMAL BoOATS.
Public Health Act, 1936, Part X and The Canal Boats Regulations, 1878.

347 canal boats entered the port during the year and 20 inspections
were carried out. The following defects and contraventions of the Act and
Regulations were found and remedied :—

DEFECTIVE CONDITIONS AND CONTRAVENTIONS Found Remedied

Registration Marks and Numbers not clearly shown
Registration Certificates not on board o i
Misappropriation of crew's cabin space

Cabins requiring repainting s

Food lockers defective

Water tanks not provided
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It is impossible to submit a constructive explanation for this very un-
desirable increase. During the year 1947, the winter months showed very low
returns for condemned fish, while during the summer months of that year the

res constituted an all time record. On the other hand, the monthly
fipures for 1948 were much more uniform than for 1947, the amount of fish
condemned during the first three months of 1948 hEmg equal to the worst
summer months. It will be remembered that the winter of 1947 was exception-
ally severe while the summer was exceptionally warm, so possibly the
advantages of a very cold winter outweigh the dlsadvantages of a very warm
summer. A more reasonable explanation is probably that the average duration
of the distant water voyage was greater during 1948 than during 1947.

Whatever the reasons, the dismal fact remains that during 1948 nearly
5,000 tons of fish were condemned and, considering the condition of the national
larder, this figure can only be regarded as a disaster which demands that
immediate steps be taken with a view to preventing a recurrence.

It is becoming more and more evident that the disturbingly large quantity
of fish condemned does not tend to affect the overall amount of poor quality
fish landed. In other words, the fact that a trawler suffers heavily at the
hands of the Port Health Inspectors does not act as a deterrent against the
landing of poor quality fish on future occasions.

During April, 1948, with the permission of the Port Health Committee,
Mr. J. D. Syme, Chief Port Health Inspector, undertook a voyage to the
White Sea fishing grounds in the S/T * Pataudi ™ for the purpose of studying
at first hand the conditions under which fish is gutted, cleansed and stowed in
trawlers.

The problem of poor quality fish presents one outstanding feature ;
the vast bulk of the fish condemned comes from the White Sea fishing grounds.
Prior to the 1939—45 war, the duration of the average White Sea voyage was
21 days, whereas now such a voyage occupies a period of 25 or 26 days and
frequently considerably longer. It is evident that the additional 4 or 5 days
make all the difference between good quality fish and very poor quality fish,
If the duration of the present day White Sea voyage could be reduced to the
limits of the pre-war voyage, it is considered that a very great reduction
in the amount of fish condemned would result.

In Grimsby, only two kinds of fish are recognised by the inspectors, good
and bad fish, and no intermediate categories are permitted. Strict
adherence to this rule has caused a considerable amount of trouble in dealing
with mixed quality fish. The procedure followed in cases where inspection
reveals a quantity of mixed quality fish is for the inspector to order the
separation of the good from the bad fish and the re-submissi:::n of the fish
for inspection. This operation is known locally as * sorting,” and some idea
f the magnitude of the problem will be conveyed by the fact that during the
?ear 1948 over 6,100 tons were sorted on the inspectors’ instructions. It is
ain that a very considerable proportion of the condemned fish for the year
‘was derived from this source.

- It will probably be found that the percentage of fish condemned at other
major fishing ports during the year was less than at Grimsby. The principal
eason for this difference is considered to be the fact that in Grimsby fish is
either good or bad, and no intermediate categories such as ** For Curing Only "
* For Salting Only " are allowed. The result of this variation in procedure
is that in Grimsby mixed quality fish is ** sorted " and the poorer quality fish
rejected, while in other ports such fish may be dealt with by one or other of
the categories designed to facilitate the disposal of such fish. The assumption
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is that by designating fish as being fit only for immediate curing, the deterior-
ation in quality, which would otherwise be caused by the lapse of time between
the port and the consumer, is eliminated.

It 1s not proposed to discuss the differences in fish inspection procedure
at all the main fishing ports, but it is considered that a very strong case can
be made out for a general standardisation of procedure. Actual fish inspection
is essentially a matter of opinion and cannot be standardised, but there appears
to be no reason why the procedure should vary at different ports, with the
possible result that one port is penalised more heavily than another. In this
matter the time seems to be opportune for a general direction by the central
authority.

Elsewhere in this report mention is made of the passenger and cargo service
in operation between Norwegian ports and Grimsby. This service is main-
tained by two refrigerated motor vessels, the ** Ottar Jarl” and the * Guttorm
Jarl,” frozen fish forming the great bulk of the cargoes carried by these vessels.
This fish is usually of first class quality and has presented no difficulties to
the inspectors thus far, with the exception of one cargo.

During March, 1948, the M/V * Guttorm Jarl ” arrived in Grimsby with
a cargo cnnmstmg of about 509 tons of boxed frozen fish. Soon after dis-
charge of this cargo was commenced, it became evident that a detailed exami-
nation of the entire cargo would be necessary as the quality of the fish was
considered to be unsatisfactory. Unfortunately, the poor condition of the
fish was not confined to any one consignment, but was general throughout
the cargo. Altogether it was found necessary to condemn some 255 tons,
or about 509%, of the entire cargo of the vessel. A large proportion of the
condemned fish consisted of haddock, but there was also a quantity of halibut,
plaice and other of the more expensive fish.

The fish was in a frozen state on being discharged from the vessel and it
has not been found possible to ascertain the cause of the unsatisfactory quality.
The Norwegian shippers were very much perturbed at such large scale condem-
nations, but it must be noted that no trouble of any description has beer
experienced with these cargoes either before or after this incident.

Quick Freezing ofF FisH.

During the past year, the amount of fish quick frozen in Grimsby was
nearly 4,000 tons. The major portion of this fish went to shipping interests,
institutions and other large scale consumers, but nevertheless a considerable
quantity was accounted for by direct retail sales.

These figures serve to illustrate the remarkable strides made by this
relatively new section of the fishing industry, and it can no longer be dnuht
that quick freezing will play an increasingly important role in the distributive
side of the industry. Quick freezing should not be regarded as just a
method of fish preservation, but rather as an entirely revolutionary method
of fish distribution, having for its object the presentation of the fish to the
consumer in as fresh a condition as when it left the trawler.

It is claimed that by quick freezing all the advantages of freshness are
retained and that the product of quick freezing is indistinguishable from the
original. Apart from this aspect, it is certain that quick frozen fish has much
to recommend it from the viewpoint of hygiene as a method of fish distribution.
It is certain, however, that all the advantages of this new method will not be
passed to the consumer until facilities are available for the retention of th

































