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Fishing Vessels.

The gradual replacement of all the older trawlers and drifters by modern
and well planned vessels appears to be the only way in which it can be hn]i:ed
to eliminate the very unsatisfactory living conditions on board the smaller
and older fishing vessels operating from this port.

Under existing circumstances, the replacing of these vessels must un-
fortunately be a very slow process, but in the meantime the owners are making
every endeavour to maintain the crew accommodation in the best possible
condition.

It is most gratifying to note that the elimination of insect vermin from
the fishing vessels of this port has now almost been accomplished. In pre-war
days among the smaller trawlers and drifters, the bug infested wvessel was a
common occurrence, but nowadays such a nuisance is a rarity. It is considered
that the more systematic use of modern insecticides by the owners and the
unceasing efforts on the part of the inspectors of this Authority have been
responsible for bringing about this very desirable change. '

In order to present a picture of the modern trawler and to stress the very
satisfactory nature of the many improvements which have been incorporated
in it's design, it might be appropriate at this juncture to include some details
concerning a trawler, typical of the vessels which have taken the water during
the year 1947.

Soon after the cessation of hostilities, an order was placed in this country
by Icelandic interests for thirty trawlers at a cost of £100,000 each, and twelve
of these trawlers were commissioned during 1947. Some of these vessels
are owned and operated by the Corporations of various towns in Iceland
while others are under private ownership. All are oil burning and some of
the later vessels will be diesel engined.

Length = # oy e 190 feet.

Gross Tonnage i o o 653 tons.

Fish Capacity o o i 46,000 stones.

Ice Capacity .. 2 e i 100 tons.

Speed .. 7 i 2 e 13 knots.

Fuel Consumption .. i e 61 tons of fuel oil per day.
Crew " o i .. 30 hands all told.

The running expenses of such a vessel are naturally very heavy, and it
is estimated that in order to cover all expenses, including the 109, duty on
fish landed in this country, it is necessary for approximately £9,000 worth
of fish to be landed as the result of a 21 days voyage.

No expense has been spared in making the lot of the crew as comfortable
as possible under arduous conditions, and the result of this policy is reflected
in the many labour saving appliances on board as well as in the crew accom-
modation which is greatly superior to that in the older type of vessel. As
an instance, it may be noted that the labour of carrying the livers from the
fore deck to the rendering boiler, which is situated aft, has been eliminated
by the installation of a steam operated hopper on the fore deck. The livers

are dropped into the hopper and are forced aft through a duct by steam g&-
sure. This is but one of the many improvements on board. At a later date,
it is planned to instal means for maintaining a temperature of slightly below
freezing point in the fish rooms to ensure the ice being kept in good condition
and to prevent deterioration in the quality of the fish.
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this Authority, and a study of the tables detailing the type and amount of
fish condemned during the year will illustrate the vital importance of this
part of the Port Health Inspectors work.

During September, the Ministry of Food, concerned at the situation,
requested this Authority to submit a report on the possible causes of inferior
fish being landed, and the report presented by Mr. John D. Syme, Chief Port

" Health Inspector, is reproduced hereunder.

Report on the Landing of Poor Quality Fish submitted Tth October, 1947.

* The weight of fish condemned on the Grimsby Fish Market during

recent months has been unusually great and can not fail to be a matter for some
concern when considering the loss of food which is involved. During the
‘months of July, August, September and thus far in October, the bulk of the
- distant water fish landed in Grimsby has been of poor quality generally and
I have been at considerable pains to arrive at a satisfactory conclusion concerning
the actual cause or causes of such a large proportion of bad fish being landed.
I submit the following as the factors which have chiefly contributed to the
present unsatisfactory state of affairs on the Fish Market.

Length of Voyage.

The average duration of a voyage to the White Sea or Bear Island has
been about twenty-five or twenty-six days. If seven or eight days are accounted
for by the outward passage, then it follows that the first catch of fish will be
“eighteen days old when landed in Grimsby. During the summer months,
the fish caught during the first couple of days fishing is almost certain to be of
poor quality when landed, especially if exceptionally great care has not been
taken in the gutting, washmg and stowing. The tendency seems to be for
trawlers to stay out those few extra days in order to make a worth while haul,
‘and the question appears to resolve itself into one of quantity rather than

5 quality.
Care of Fish.

Careful observation during the last few months has made it obvious that
fm many cases the process of gutting, washing and stowing has not been carried
out as efficiently as might reasonably be expected. A large proportion of the
- condemned fish were observed to be inadequately gutted and cleansed, with
the result that decomposition had obtained a hold which would not have been
the case if the fish had been stowed away in a thoroughly clean condition.
' Odds and ends of guts, livers and other filth were all too frequently present
(in the belly cavities of condemned fish, and it will be readily understood that
such conditions are very conducive to the setting up of decomposition, resulting
_in an unnecessarily rapid deterioration in the quality of the fish.

- As some of the largest and most up to date trawlers in the port have been
1he:a\"113r involved in the landing of poor quality fish, it can not be said that bad
fish has been confined to the older vessels or to any one type of vessel, but
s is worthy of note that several individual trawlers have managed to steer
clear of serious trouble during the recent months of unsatisfactory landings,
- and one or two trawler owning concerns have not been involved in losses even
lappmachmg in extent the losses sustained by other concerns.

| While it 1s understood that a controlled price for fish is essential, the con-
nection between a uniform controlled price and poor quality fish can not be

!

|



22

escaped, and it will be obvious if the trips of two identical trawlers are
compared. |

Trawlers “ A" and “ B " leave Grimsby at the same time for the White
Sea fishing grounds. When fishing is commenced, the crew of trawler “ A "
pay meticulous care and attention to the gutting, washing and stowing of the
catch. This trawler completes the round trip in twenty-one days and lands
a relatively small voyage of excellent quality fish which is readily disposed of
at controlled price.

Trawler “ B" stays on the fishing grounds for an additional six days and
the crew are not at all careful or conscientious in the process of gutting, washing
and stowing the catch. This vessel completes the round trip in twenty-seven
days and lands a much larger voyage than trawler “ A.” Possibly 50%, of
this fish will prove to be of reasonable quality, but a large proportion of the
remainder will certainly engage the attention of the inspector with the result
that maybe 100 or 200 kits are condemned and the remainder just scrapes
through as being fit for human consumption. If the market is in a reasonably
healthy state on the day in question, all the fish of trawler * B " will make
controlled price, with the exception of the small proportion which has been
condemned, and the decision to ** take a chance " will have paid a rich dividend.

It will be observed that the demand for fish combines with the controlled
price to weight the scales heavily in favour of trawler “ B" or in favour of
quantity rather than quality. In other words, the standard set by the inspector
seems to be the highest standard which it is considered necessary or desirable
to attain and no determined effort appears to be made to land fish of a higher
standard of quality, a not very satisfactory state of affairs when it is remembered
that the inspector is concerned only with the fitness or otherwise of the fish i
for human consumption at the time of inspection.

The condemnation of fish means a financial loss to the skipper and mat:
of such an extent as to make the matter one of very great importance to them,
but it is not quite the same with the remainder of the crew. These men are
in receipt of a regular weekly basic wage in addition to poundage, amounting
to a sum which varies from 12/- to 18/- per £100 of the gross proceeds of the
voyage, according to rank. The loss incurred by the condemnation of a portion
of the voyage is not sufficiently great to provide a really worth while incentive
for the turning out of good quality fish or to act as a deterrent against the turning
out of poor quality fish. The following details may serve to illustrate this point }

The skipper and mate receive no basic wage.
The skipper receives 1§ of 1/14 share of the net proceeds of the voyage.
(approximately 109%).

The mate receives 1/14 share of the net proceeds of the voyage. (ap-
proximately 79%;,).

It will be observed that the earnings of the skipper and mate are materially
affected by the amount of fish which has been condemned. It sometimes
happens that the ship has suffered so heavily at the hands of the Port Health
Inspector that the voyage results ina loss to the owners, and the skippers and mates
have found themselves not only with nothing to draw at the end of the trip,
but also in debt to the owners to the extent of the money drawn by their
dependents during the time the vessel has been away at sea. i
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Fish Fit for Salting Only.

The tendency prevalent in certain other fishing ports to allow fish of doubt-
ful quality to be passed as fit for salting only, is never encouraged in Grimsby.
If the industry as a whole desire to have the help of the salters to keep ﬂ{e
nltaiket firm, they should allow them a small percentage allocation throughout
the year.

Quick Fregzing oF Fisu.

During the year, there has been a marked increase in the number of
quick freeze appliances installed, and it would appear certain that quicl
freezing, as applied to fish, is destined to constitute an increasingly import-
ant section of the fishing industty.

A new type of blast freezer has recently been installed by a local whole-
saler. In this method, the fish is packed in metal trays and carried on an
endless conveyor through a casing. During its passage through the casing,
the fish is frozen by air blast, and the apphance in question is said to be the
only one of its type in this country.

This plant has hardly left the experimental stage, but the ultimate goal
set by the owners is one ton of fish per hour, which is said to represent a con-
siderable increase in the rate of production when compared with other systems
of a similar capacity.

DISTRICT—SANITARY CONDITIONS.
Road Surfaces.

The condition of the road surfaces in the vicinity of the Fish Docks
remains very unsatisfactory, and it 1s evident that nothing short of complete
renewal will suffice to eliminate the trouble. Uneven surfaces and
facilitate the accumulation of fish offal and other filth with results :
stitute a constantly recurring nuisance, especially during the summer months.
Perhaps under nationalisation the elimination of dust from defective roas
surfaces will be upgraded to a higher priority.

Drainage.

The absence of any form of manhole or inspection chamber to the drai
or sewers serving the older portion of the Fish Docks has meant that the
clearing of a choked drain or sewer often assumed the proportions of a maj
operation. Representations concerning this matter have been made to the
appropriate department of the LN.E.R. Company, and inspection chambers
are to be provided at selected points.

Public Conventences.

Public conveniences of insanitary design and construction have been a
matter for some concern during recent years, and it is pleasing to note tk -;-_'_:
the L.N.E.R. Company now have the matter well in hand. During the year,
two of the old conveniences have been demolished and replaced
structures containing adequate water closet and urinal accommodati
It is anticipated that 1948 will witness the completion of this programme.
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Ouvercrowding of Fish Market.

The Ministry of Food has not yet come to any firm decision as to the
“ geiling " of the number of fish merchants to be allowed to operate in what
can only be described as the existing seller’s market. There has, of course,
to be provision for reabsorption of those returning from service with H.M.
- Forces, but there is a physical limit to the numbers who can be accommodated.
- The fish market is already overcrowded and every available suitable premises
in the estate, and in the part of the Borough adjoining the latter, has been
~ pressed into use.

Lighting of Fish Market.

The question of improved lighting on the fish market to facilitate the
landing of fish during the hours of darkness was taken up with the L.N.E.R.
Company during 1946 with the result that considerable improvement in this
respect has been effected.

ALUMINIUM FISH BOX

Fish Trunks.

The ten-stone wooden trunks or boxes, in which the fish is stowed on the
fish market prior to sale, are rapidly giving way to an aluminium alloy trunk
of similar capacity.

At the beginning of the year, there were only a few experimental aluminium
‘trunks in use, but by the end of the year the number of these trunks had risen
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to 16,000, while the number of wooden trunks had dwindled to 9,000. By
the time the number of aluminium trunks has risen to 30,000, the wooden
trunk will have been completely ousted. From the sanitary view point the
aluminium trunk is a great advance on the wooden article, and the only
disadvantage seems to be the great din which is created when a large number
of these trunks are being jostled about on the concrete floor of the fish market.

No solution has yet been found for the problem of how to secure the efficient
cleansing of the fish trunks. At present, there are six washing machines
available of which there are usually three in daily use. Each of these machines
uses about 9,500 gallons of water per hour and the supply of fresh water on
the fish market is insufficient to cope with such a demand. Consequently,
it was necessary to incorporate two distinct series of water jets in the design
of the machine. The first series is fed by water from the fish docks and removes
slime and other deposits from the trunks. The second series of jets is fed by
chlorinated fresh water and rinses the trunks after they have been cleansed
by the dock water.

Examination of samples of water taken from the trunks after treatment
has indicated that the rinsing water was not sufficient in force or volume to
remove all trace of dock water. Alterations to the machines are at present
being carried out, and it is hoped that the elimination of this unsatisfactory
aspect will result.

Fish Boxes.

Wooden boxes still hold pride of place as containers for the despatch
inland of fish from Grimsby, but two of the largest local wholesalers have
designed and put into use aluminium alloy fish boxes which, from the sanitary
point of view, are greatly superior to the wooden boxes.

Personnel engaged in handling and despatching these aluminium boxes

have raised some objections concerning difficulty in handling, such objections
including :—
Wire used for fastening lid may cause injury to hands.
Boxes are liable to slide and are very difficult to stack.
Possibility of frostbite when handling in very cold weather.
On boxes becoming worn, ragged edges may cause injury to hands.
Inadequate handles.

These objections chiefly refer to structural details and can readily be
overcome by revision of design.

.

The plastic fish box has yet to make its appearance, but there are un-

doubtedly great possibilities in the use of this material.

FisH MARKET—INSPECTIONS AND RE-INSPECTION.

Details of the work carried out on the fish market during the year are

as follows :—
Inspections Re-inspections.
Fish stands .. g o 77 s a i3 cou 4
Box lofts .. b " 123 e 3 o sk aeh8
Offices e i — 5 2e] o S )

Totals :—

| 8]
| 4]










