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Population.—The Registrar-General's estimate of the civilian
tion of Grimsby for 1946 is 86,340. The birth and death
rates are calculated on this figure.

The natural increase of the population, i.e., the excess of live births
over deaths, for the year was 1,090.

Births.—A tatal of 2,118 live births (1,118 males and 1,000 females)
were registered, giving a birth rate of 24-5 per thousand of the estimated
civilian population, compared with 19-1 for England and Wales. The
local birth rate in 1945 was 216, and is well above the average for the
country as a whole. One hundred and seventy-one (8-07 per cent.) of the
births were illegitimate.

Still Births.—There were 66 still births, giving a rate of 0-76 per
thousand of the population, compared with 0-53 for England and Wales.
The rate expressed per thousand total births (live and still) was 30-2,
while for England and Wales it was 27,

Deaths.—There were 1,028 deaths (550 males and 478 females),
equal to a death rate of 119, compared with 11-5 for England and
Wales.

549 persons, comprising residents and non-residents, died in insti-
tutions in the Borough, equivalent to 53'4 per cent. of the total deaths.

134 Coroner’s ingquests or inquiries were held, and the findings
were :—Accident or misadventure 37 ; natural causes 85; suicide 9
and open verdict 3.

During the year 495 persons died at ages varying from 70 to 97,
the numbers at age periods being :—
Males Females Total
Between 70 and under 75 years 99 86 185

» 75 and under 80 years 71 62 133
80 and under 85 years 42 62 104
»  85and under 90 years = 24 30 54

also 8 males and 11 females at age 90 and over.

This is equal to a rate per thousand of the population of 5-73, and
to 48 per cent. of the total deaths.

Infant Mortality.—There were 71 deaths of infants under
one year of age, giving an infantile mortality rate of 34 per thousand
live bi compared with 43 for England and Wales.

This is a new low record for Grimsby, the previous lowest being 47
in 1945.

(For further information see Maternity and Child Welfare page 21.)

Social Conditions.—As in other parts of the country, the degree
of overcrowding continued to be marked, pending the provision of ad-
ditional houses by the local authority. Besides the physical degree of
overcrowding, except to those engaged in care or social work, the degree
of psychological trauma, particularly to young married couples reunited
after years of war service, are not always fully appreciated.
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In addition to the fore-going, 42 children were referred for examin-
ation during the year, the greater number at the end of the last term
and of these 21 were not examined before the end of the year. Of those
tested two were found to be ineducable and were excluded from school ;

t were educationally sub-normal ; seven were dull and backward ;
one was maladjusted ; one a borderline case ; one was not sub-normal
and one left the district during the year.

Vacancies for cases requiring institutional care are becoming in-
creasingly difficult to obtain and Harmston Hall Colony was able to
take only five cases during the year. The number of outside institutions
able to recewe cases from this Authority dwindled steadily and the
position is becoming acute particularly in respect of low grade patients,
A number of children are remaining in their own homes under definitely
unsatisfactory conditions and at the same time such children are a very
real problem where there are other young children.

There were 35 cases under guardianship at the beginning of the
year and a further five cases were placed under Order during the year ;
one by order of the Court. There are several young children in the town
who should be under guardianship but their homes are so unsatisfactory
that it is impossible to recommend them for this although in two cases
financial assistance is being granted.

Statutory supervision of defectives living in the community has
continued as far as shortage of staff permits during the year together
with supervision of patients on licence and under guardianship. Work
has been found for several patients. The standard of living in a number
of the homes visited is distinctly unsatisfactory and a number of cases,
gm*tlmlarly juveniles, have been charged before the Petty Sessional

with various offences.

The Occupation Centre has had a very disturbed year since the
premises occupied throughout the war were sold early in the vyear for
conversion to house property and for the summer term the children
were taught individually and in small groups in their own homes. New
premises were obtained during the autumn term at St. Andrews’ old
Vicarage in Eleanor Street. The usual Christmas Party and display
of work at the end of the year was held there and proved a very popular
attraction with the parents.

Licence was granted to 15 patients during the year in addition
to one guardianship patient admitted to hospital ; of these two were
later recalled to the Institutmn Six patients who had been Licensed
during the previous years were discharged from Order.

Mental Treatment Act, 1930.—The Psychiatric Clinic held 23
sessions during the year at the Grimsby and District General Hospital,
under the direction of the Honorary Psychiatrist, Dr. Macarthur, of
Bracebridge Heath Hospital, Lincoln.

The new arrangements made last year for a proposed fortnightly
clinic have been continued and we have now a regular flow of cases to
the clinics held twice monthly.

The number of patients attending is almost twice as many as in
previous years, a notable increase being the number of re-attendances,




















































































































































































TABLE 5.—CAUSES OF AND AGES AT DEATH DURING THE YEAR 1946,

79
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