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STAFF OF THE HEALTH DEPARTMENT.

The Staff of the Public Health Department on the 31st December,
1939, was as follows :—

MEpicAL STAFF—(a) Whole-time :—
J. A. KERrr, B.Sc., M.D., D.P.H., Medical Officer of Health, School
Medical Officer, Medical Officer under the Mental Deficiency Acts
and Medical Inspector of Aliens. (With H.M. Forces).

J. M. Vixg, M.B., B.S., D.P.H., Acting Medical Officer of Health, etc,

Janer W. HEPBURN, M.B., Ch.B., D.P.H., Senior Assistant Medical
Officer, Maternity and Child Welfare ; Acting Deputy Medical
Officer of Health.

RacrHeL HaLpeEriN, M.B., B.S., D.P.H., Assistani Medical O
Maternity and Child Welfare, and Assistant School Medical O

D. J. CampBiLL, F.R.C.P. (Ed.), D.P.H., L.D.S., Venereal Diseases
Medical Officer. (With H.M. Forces).

R. W. B. Grigg, M.B., Ch.B., Resident Medical Officer, Corporation
Hospital. [Remgned 2?—9—1939}

C. R. MacponaLp, F.RCS.E., M.R.C.O.G., Consultant Obstetrician
and {rjmcaingts!»—]mntly with the I..:ndsey County Council.
(Appointed 1-8-1939).

W. R. Tavior, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P.,, D.P.H., Assistant Medical
Officer for Civil Defence. (Temporary appointment from
29-0-1939).

H. J. BEarp, M.B., F.R.C.S.Ed., Acting Clinical Tuberculosis Officer.
(Temporary appointment from 13-12-1939).

P. S. SiLver, M.R.C.S., LR.C.P., Acting Venereal Diseases Medical
Officer. (Temporary appointment from 14-12-1939).

SANITARY INSPECTORS.

BorROUGH :(—
*+ J. G. WaTson, Chief Sanitary Inspector. (Retired 31-3-1939).
*t H. PARKINSON (Appointed 1-4-1939).

*T§ G. H. EARNSHAW, Chicf Assistant Sanitary Inspector.
t J. J. TurNER, Assistant Santtary Inspector.

*1 W. A. CHIVERS o i ., (Resigned 30-4-1939).
*t A. D. S. BLACKHALL s ,,  (Resigned 30-6-1939).
*+ H. CorMACK - i 3
*+ J. H. SMELLIE o i . (Appointed 1-6-1939).
*1 J. WADE " - i (Appumted 1-6-1939).
*+ E. M. HoUSECROFT ,, »  (Appointed 1-7-1939).
T. H. R. JoHnsow Dasmfﬁdﬂr
PoRrT :—

*t A. MAaRrTIN, Port Health Inspector.
*t+ J. D. SymE, Deputy Port Health Inspector. (Appointed 1-6-1939).
*t G. B. SEGROTT, Assistant Port Health Inspector.
* T. J. E. ForD & - "
*t J. E. DoBsoN . = . (Resigned 15-8-1939).
* Holds Certificate of Royal San. Inst. as tor.

+ Holds Certificate for Royal San. Inst. icrr t and other Foods.
§ Holds Certificate of Royal San. Inst. for Practical Sanitary Science
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HEALTH VISITORS.
Miss F. S. HIGLEY, Superintendent, 1, 2, 3.

Mrs. C. E. CHaPMAN, 1, 2. Miss C. LANCEFIELD, 1, 2, 3.

Mrs. M. A. GREEN, 1, 2. Miss I. SYLVESTER, 1, 2, 3.

Mrs. M. SHANNAN, 1, 2. Miss G. E. BricHAM, 1, 2, 3.

Miss E. SPrOSTON, 1, 2. Mrs. B. Smith, 1, 2, 3. Tubercu-

losis Health Visitor.

1. Certificate of Central Midwives Board.
2, (General trained Nurse.
3. Health Visitors' Certificate of R.5.1.

CLERICAL.
T. E. Davipson, Chief Clerk J. Stamp.
R. TuLLocH. Miss E. B. Mason (M. & C.W.).
W. R. GALE. Miss 1. Wroot (M. & C.W.).
A. Manson (With H.M. Forces). Miss E. E. Lucas (M. & C.W.).
D. AMery ( do. do. ) Miss S. MiLLEr (M. & C.W.).

V. A. LEEs (Appointed 6-3-1939). Miss M. BeELL (M. & C.W.).

MENTAL DEFICIENCY.

Miss E. M. WouLbp, Petition Officer and Mental Welfare Visitor.

Miss G. LAWTEY, Supervisor, Occupation Centre.

Miss M. RANDS, Asststant Supervisor, Occupation Centre.

Miss M. L. ATKINSON, Assistant Supervisor, Occupation Cenire.
(Resigned 13-5-1939).

Miss A. J. RAYNER, Assistant at Occupation Centre. (Appointed
6-6-1939).

Miss G. CARRUTHERS, Clerk. (Resigned 11-3-1939).

Miss J. PARTINGTON, Clerk. (Appointed 13-3-1939).

VaccinatioNn OFFICER.
E. BRowN (also acts as Deputy Petition Officer for Mental Defectives).

V.D. CrLinic.
R. H. WELcH, Laboratory Technician.
H. TuHomas, Orderly.
Mrs. F. A. RoBsoN, Nurse. (Resigned 31-10-1939).

MunicipAL MIDWIVES.
Miss F. BURrTON, 1, 2. Superintendent.

Miss L. S. Cameron, 1. 2. Miss I. Taylor, 1, 2.

Miss D. Davy, 1, 2. Mrs. A. Thacker, 1.

Miss P. E. Dorsey, 1, 2. Miss K. E. Welton, 1.
Miss D. G. In g I Mrs. N. Whiteley, 1, 2.
Miss E. Mar o Miss M. M. B. Williams, 1.
Mrs. F. B. Steele, 1, 2, Miss E. Wooler, 1, 2.

1. State Certified Midwife. 2. State Registered Nurse.

CoRPORATION HOSPITAL.
Miss E. D. Mackenzie, R.R.C., Matron.

MunicipalL. MATERNITY HoOME.
Miss M. L. ArcHER, Matron.
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 The regional Scheme for the treatment of cancer made little progress
during 1939. Until it comes into operation the facilities offered by the
Sheffield Radium Centre and residential annexe have been used by the
Borough, both by the Public Assistance Committee and the Grimsby
and District Hospital.

The demands of the A.R.P. Services for accommodation for first
aid posts and the principle of using Corporation property where possible
brought about serious derangements in various health services. Further
details of the changes necessitated are included in the Maternity and
Child Welfare section of this report.

At the end of the year plans were prepared for the regionalisation
of slaughtering and meat inspection, and Grimsby was designated as
the centre for the County Borough of Grimsby, the Borough of Clee-
thorpes and for Grimsby and Caistor Rural Districts. It is anticipated
that this will throw an immense amount of additional work upon the
sanitary staff of the department as no provision has been made for
additional inspectors.

After the outbreak of war a scheme was prepared for the repair of
damaged houses and the re-housing of persons whose homes might be
rendered unfit for habitation by enemy action. This involved a com-
plete survey of vacant houses in the town. Such houses as were found
to be suitable for the re-housing of homeless persons were catalogued
so that negotiations could be begun immediately with the owners should
the need arise.

On behalf of Dr. Kerr I wish to express appreciation of the help
which he has received from the Chairmen and members of the Corpora-
tion Committees and Sub-Committees dealing with public health activity
in Grimsby. The difficult circumstances of 1939 made quick action
essential, and the added burden of Civil Defence necessarily diminished
the time available for ordinary public health work, and without that
confidence which is so necessary between members of the Corporation
and officials for the immediate decision on important matters it is im-
possible that the high standard which has been aimed at throughout
could have been reached.

Finally, Dr. Kerr would wish to pay a very high tribute indeed
to the loyalty and cheerful co-operation of the whole of his stafi during
this year. As was confidently expected they grappled enthusiastically
with the added responsibility and long hours of duty laid upon them.
The work of the public health staff is not spectacular but nevertheless
the Corporation will appreciate the amount of hard and honest work
which has gone to make the health services as efficient as they un-
doubtedly are under prevailing circumstances.

I am, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Yours faithfully,
J. M. VINE,

Acting Medical Officer of Health.
St. James' Housk,
BARGATE, GRIMSBY,
NOVEMBER, 1940.
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Population.—The Registrar-General’s estimate of the civilian
population of Grimsby at mid-year, 1939, is 92,230, a decrease of ninety
on his estimate for the previous year and the fourth successive occasion
on which a decrease has been estimated by the Registrar-General. The
birth rate is calculated on this figure.

From and after the 1st October, 1939, deaths of persons temporarily
residing away from home on account of the war were not transferred to
the area of usual residence, but were assigned to the area of temporary
residence, and for this purpose the Registrar-General considers it neces-
sary to furnish another population figure for the computation of death-
rates and attack-rates, viz :—90,520.

The natural increase of the population, i.e., the excess of live births
over deaths, for the year was 459.

Births.—A total of 1,563 live births (760 males and 803 females)
were registered, giving a birth rate of 169 as compared with 15-0 for
England and Wales. This compares with the rate of 17-4 recorded in
1938, and is still well above the average for the country as a whole.
Eighty-eight (5-6 per cent) of the births were illegitimate.

For calculating the infant and maternal mortality rates, the
Registrar has supplied a figure of 1,556 births.

Table 2 (page 71) gives the rates for the last ten years, compared
with those for the country.

Still Births.—There were 52 still births registered, giving a rate
of 0-56 as compared with 0-59 for England and Wales. The rate ex-
pressed per thousand total births (live and still) was 32-1.

Deaths.—There have been 1,104 deaths (610 males and 494 females)
registered as having occurred during the year within the Borough,
equal to a death rate of 12:1, which is the same as the rate for England
and Wales.

The adjusted death rate for Grimsby, calculated by multiplying
the c?ge rate by the Registrar-General's comparability factor of 1-07,
was 13-0. :

Table 3 (page 71) gives the local and national death rates for the
last ten years.

502 persons, comprising residents and non-residents died in institu-
gons in Grimsby. This is equivalent to 45-4 per cent. of the total

eaths.

One hundred and forty-seven Coroner’s inquests or inquiries were
held, which is the same number as last year; the findings were as
follows :—Accident or misadventure 53 ; natural causes 72 ; suicide 13 ;
and open verdict 9.

During the year 409 cgersnns died at ages varying from 70 to 101,

the numbers at age periods being :—
Between 70 and under 75 years .. - .. 147
.» 75 and under 80 years .. s L
,» 80 and under 85 years .. ¥ia siicas oo
,»  85and under 90 years o .o 41

also eight at 90, two at 91, two at 92, two at 93, one at 94, one at 95,
one at 96, and one at 101.
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SECTION B.—.GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH
SERVICES.

Public Health Officers.—A list of the whole-time officers of the
Public Health Department is given on pages 6 and 7.

The part-time staff connected with the department remained as
given in the report for 1938, pages 8 and 9.

The staff employed in the School Medical Service is set out in the
section dealing with this subject on page 51.

Mr. C. R. Macdonald, F.R.C.5. (Eng.), M.R.C.0.G., took up duty
on 1st August, 1939, as Consultant Obstetrician and Gynzcologist to
the Borough, the appointment being a joint one with the Lindsey County
Council,

Towards the end of November, 1939, the Medical Officer of Health
(Dr. J. A. Kerr), who held a commission in the RN.V.R., was called
up for active service.

Dr. D. J. Campbell, the V.D. Medical Officer and Pathologist, left
to join H.M. Forces on 6th September, 1939. Two members of the
clerical staff also joined H.M. Forces soon after the outbreak of war,
their positions being filled temporarily by females.

Laboratory Facilities.—These remained as shewn on page 22
of the 1936 report.

Ambulance Facilities.—This service is as outlined on page 22
of the 1936 report. The ambulance service for the Borough continues
to be adequate, and satisfactory arrangements are made for co-ordina-
tion.

Nursing in the Home.—The Queen’s Nurses of the Grimsby and
District Nursing Institution continue to do good work for the local
authority. Under a new agreement which came into operation on
Ist January, 1939, an arrangement was made by the Maternity and
Child Welfare Committee to pay to the Institution a grant of {225 per
annum for the first 5,000 visits and £10 for every 250 completed visits
thereafter. They also receive a substantial annual donation from the
Public Assistance Committee.

Under the above arrangement the Queen’s Nurses attend cases
of ophthalmia neonatorum and special cases of measles, whooping cough,
etc., recommended by the Medical Officer of Health, and they are also
available for the nursing of puerperal cases.

A summary of the work carried out by the staff of the Grimsby
and District Nursing Institution on behalf of the local authority is set
out below,

Mothers. Cases. Visils.
Maternity .. - 8 ve. OO 544
Ante-natal 2 - dery B 70
Post-natal o % AROPR: |- 341
Gynacological .. o a8 136
Puerperal pyrexia 5 R 248

General o . " R 763
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Children under 3 years of age.

Cases. Visits.

Medical .. > o .. 98 1177
Surgical .. it e iar s O 335
Discharging eves .. s .s 95 901
333 4515

Clinics and Treatment Centres.—These remain as set out on
pages 23 and 24 of the report for 1938,with the exception that on the
outbreak of war the infant welfare centres at Watkin Street and at the
Municipal Maternity Home were taken over and used as First Aid
Posts, Arrangements were made to house these centres in alternative
premises in the Cripples Guild Hall, Watkin Street, and in the Nuns-
thorpe Infant School respectively.

The dental clinic previously held at Watkin Street Centre was
transferred to Armstrong Street School.

Municipal Hospitals.—The following is a summary of the muni-
cipal hospitals, full descriptions of which have been given in previous
reports :—

CorporaTiON HospiTar.—This hospital consists of 76 beds for
infectious diseases and 98 beds for pulmonary and surgical tuberculosis.
The latter beds are augmented in the summer months by four huts.

During the year a new boiler-house was completed as part of a
comprehensive scheme for the replacement of the existing heating and
domestic hot water service. The war has interrupted the carrying out
of this plan and there remains a great deal to be done. It should be
noted that the maintenance costs of the present worn out system are
exceedingly high and uneconomic, and this will continue until the
replacement has been completed.

For fire fighting purposes an underground tank, formerly used in
connection with the domestic sewage plant, has been adapted to form a
large water storage reservoir, which has been appro by the Chief
Officer of the Fire Brigade. :

The dining and recreation room plan for tuberculous patients has
had to be postponed indefinitely.

ScarTHO Roap InstiTuTiON.—There has been no great change
in the establishment and buildings, and the same disadvantages of
overcrowding, inadequate staff and discomfort, especially for the nursing
staff, exist. It is a matter for reproach that the inadequacy of the
accommodation causes great difficulty in the proper classification of
patients.

Work had just commenced on the foundations of the new Municipal
Hospital prior to the outbreak of hostilities when the whole project
had to be abandoned. This was a great setback to the health services
of the borough as the building of this hospital would have removed the
present unsatisfactory buildings at this institution,
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It is hoped that the appointment of a resident medical officer to
this institution will be an accomplished fact before the issue of the 1940

report.

MunicipAL MATERNITY HoME.—This home of 38 beds was fairly
well utilised during the year, and in it there were 464 births. No
additions or alterations were made here.

SmarLL-pox HospiTAL, Lacesy.—This small hospital of 20 beds
has been kept in a good state of repair and in a fit state to admit cases,
if the need arose, at a few hours notice.

During the summer the hospital was used as a camp for the children
attending the Occupation Centre for mental defectives,

Voluntary Hospitals.—A description of the Grimsby and District
Hospital has been given in previous reports, and on pages 24 and 25
of last year’s report.

On the outbreak of war plans were being prepared for a new out-
gatient and other departments on land leased to the hospital by the
rimsby Corporation. Unfortunately, this scheme had to be deferred.

The full accommodation of 189 beds has been maintained through-
out the year, and notwithstanding the necessity of keeping beds empty
during the last four months of the year, there has been a decrease of
only 38 in the number of patients treated and a decrease of 193 in new
out-patients, but an increase of 1,134 out-patient attendances is re-
corded.

In addition to the above, 219 Grimsby residents availed themselves
of the facilities offered at the Hull Royal Infirmary—99 in-patients and
120 out-patients. The approximate number of out-patient attendances
was 360.

Poor Law Medical Out Relief.—The medical officers of Nos. 1
and 2 Medical Relief Districts remain as on page 29 of last year’s report,
and there has been no change in the nature of their work since the transfer
of the duties of the Poor Law Authority to the County Borough,

The number of attendances on persons in receipt of poor law medical
relief during the year ended 31st December, 1939, was :—
Medicine supplied
without seeing

At Surgery. At Home. patient.
No. 1 District b ok 954 1566 1312
No. 2 District 5t 3 1858 1242 181

Care and Treatment of Mental Defectives.—The development of
this branch of the health services has continued throughout the year
and would now appear to be on a satisfactory basis.

The number of new cases referred during the year was 107. Co-
operation with the police, magistrates and the Public Assistance Com-
mittee has been maintained throughout the year. Requests for advice
have been received from many different sources presenting difficulties
of a very varied character,
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MoTHERCRAFT.—The weekly mothercraft classes held at Nuns-
thorpe and Watkin Street clinics ceased in August, 1939, but during the
period January to August much was done at both those clinics and at
Old Clee in cookery classes, etc.

DistrIBUTION OF MILK.—The usual distribution of milk, free or at
reduced cost, went on in 1939. An attempt was made to take over the
Milk Marketing Board's scheme, but without success, partly owing to
the non-co-operation of the local dairymen and partly to the cumber-
some nature of the scheme itself ; it was, moreover, rendered impossible
owing to the fact that the Maternity and Child Welfare Committee did
not advocate the distribution of any milk other than pasteurised or
tuberculin-tested.

ToppLERs' CLINICS.—These were held as usual at Nunsthorpe,
Hamilton Street and Watkin Street once weekly until August, 1939,
thereafter toddlers had to be seen during infant welfare sessions, except
at Hamilton Street where the usual weekly consultation clinic was held.
593 cases made 1,701 attendances.

TEST-FEEDING CLINIC.—These were held as usual once each week
at Nunsthorpe, Watkin Street and Hamilton Street until August, 1939,
thereafter at Hamilton Street only. 448 test-feeds were carried out.

ANTE-NATAL CLiNIcS.—Four sessions were held weekly, two at
Nunsthorpe and two at Watkin Street until August, 1939, when the
Nunsthorpe clinics were transferred to the Maternity Home and the
Watkin Street clinics to Hamilton Street. At the district clinic there
were 587 new cases and 1,985 attendances. At Nunsthorpe 346 new
cases and 1,873 attendances.

PosT-NATAL CLINICS.—At the two post-natal clinics 196 cases made
348 attendances.

MuxicipaL MATERNITY HoME.—488 cases were admitted and 464
cases were delivered, 433 by midwives and 31 by doctors. 80 cases were
admitted for ante-natal treatment and 4 cases were admitted after
delivery. In 124 cases medical aid was called for, 2 ante-natal, 24
during labour, 50 lacerated perineum, 28 puerperium and 19 for babies.
Eight cases of puerperal pyrexia were notified and five were transferred
to the Corporation Hospital.

Three maternal deaths occurred : two of these were emergencies,
one dying undelivered within a few minutes of admission, and the other
dying within a few hours after admission and delivery, from carcinoma
of the sigmoid colon. The third case was a private one and died from
pyelitis, after a very difficult labour in which craniotomy was performed.

There were 22 still-births and 8 infants died within 10 days of birth,
6 very premature and 2 from inter-cranial haemorrhage.

In August,1939, Mr. C. Roy Macdonald commenced duty as Medical
Superintendent at the Municipal Maternity Home and consultant-

obstetrician for the Home and the district. This is a full-time appoint-
ment and shared by Lindsey County Council,
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OpHTHALMIC TREATMENT.—During the year 58 cases were referred
from the toddlers’ clinics to the consultant ophthalmologist. Glasses
were prescribed in 37 cases and 17 cases received assistance with the
cost of the glasses provided.

OPHTHALMIA NEONATORUM.—28 cases of ophthalmia neonatorum
were notified during the year. Of this number two cases were still under
treatment at the end of the year, 26 cases made good recovery, and there
was no apparent damage to sight.

Home-HELP SERVICE.—Home helps were employed to assist in 64
cases during the vear and their services were allowed free of charge in
44 of these cases.

DENTAL TREATMENT.—Mr. L. N. Alley, Senior Dental Officer, gives
the following report of work done by his department for maternity and
child welfare cases. This department is now staffed by the senior dental
officer, two assistant dental officers and three dental attendants and
one-fifth of its time is devoted to work for the maternity and child
welfare department.

145 sessions were held during the year at which the following work
was done :—

| Attend- |  Teeth Gas | Local. | Fillings. | Dentures | Dressings,

| ances., | Extracted. Nz, . | fitted. Scaling, ete.
Adults-358 | 756 | 1720 | 209 | 31 | 4 90 13
Infants-135 | 157 395 v ] S 8 — 8

Evacvarion.—Owing to the fact that part of Grimsby was de-
clared an evacunation area, on the day following the outbreak of war
34 expectant mothers accompanied by 40 children under school age and
13 of school age were transferred to Mablethorpe, where an emergency
maternity unit had been established. Of these women only ten re-
mained in the reception area for confinement, all the others returning
to their own homes within one to three weeks despite the fact that the
services of a health visitor and three municipal midwives known to the
women were available to them in the reception area.

Trickle evacuation plans were made but owing to the lack of co-
ration of the mothers, the scheme has been a complete failure : even
those women who signified their willingness to proceed to a reception

area failed to go away when the cars sent to convey them had already
arrived at their homes.

Thanks are due to the W.V.S. and A.R.P. department from whom
transport facilities were obtained, after the first evacuation scheme had
been carried out.


















27

ham, 1 tin of liquid eggs, 2 barrels pigs’ maws, 1 barrel pigs’ feet, 124
1bs. vegetables, 1 ton of fruit, 4 boxes of biscuits, 2 cases of margarine.

At the outbreak of war arrangements were made for the conversion
of condemned foods into animal feeding stuffs.

Food and Drugs Act.—213 samples were analysed and 21 were
found to be adulterated (9-99%,).

The genuine samples were :—87 milk, 3 dried milk, 3 condensed
milk, 7 fresh cream, 5 cocoa, 2 coffee, 2 tea, 4 cheese, 4 butter, 4 lard,
2 jam, 4 dpntted beef, 1 brawn, 2 tinned peas, 2 table jellies, 1 mincemeat,
2 ground almonds, 2 candied peel, 2 sultanas, 5 beef sausages, 6 pork
sausages, 2 pepper, 2 baking powder, 1 shredded beef suet, 2 chicken
and ham paste, 1 figs, 1 dried apricots, 2 ground ginger, 1 malt vinegar,
1 sauce, 1 rum, 2 brandy, 2 whisky, 1 gin, 1 stout, 1 pale ale, 3 aspirin
tablets, 3 tincture of iodine, 3 sal volatile, 4 paregoric, 1 iodine paint,
1 epsom salts, 1 olive oil, 4 cintments, 1 chemical food.

The adulterated samples were :—12 samples of milk shewed a fat
deficiency (ranging from 3-79%, to 509%,).

6 samples showed the presence of added water (1-2 to 7-5).

1 sample of mincemeat contained Benzoic Acid.

2 samples of apricot pulp contained excessive quantities of sulphur
di oxide.

Police court proceedings were taken in one case and the vendor
was cautioned by the Bench. (First offender).

In other cases the vendors were warned and further samples were
genuine.

Public Health (Condensed Milk) Regulations.—1 sample of
skimmed sweetened milk, 1 sample unsweetened evaporated milk and
1 sample of sweetened condensed milk were found to be genuine.

Public Health (Dried Milk) Regulations.—Three samples of
dried full cream milk were genuine,

Public Health (Preservatives, etc., in food) Regulations.—
194 samples were examined for the presence of preservatives and pro-
hibited colouring matters and three of them did not comply with the

regulations.
2 samples of apricot pulp contained excessive amounts of sulphur
di oxide. 1 sample of mincemeat contained Benzoic Acid. Follow up

sample was genuine.

Artificial Cream Act, 1929.—It was not necessary to take action
under this Act.

Chemical and Bacteriological Examination of Food.—Capt.
J. A. Foster, F.I1.C., F.CS,, 23 Chapel Lane, Hull, analysed samples of
food and water.

Bacteriological examinations were made at the Grimsby and Dis-
trict Hospital.
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The following table shows the comparative prevalence of scarlet
fever over a period of years :(—

INCIDENCE OF SCARLET FEVER IN VARIOUS YEARS.

1 2 ] 4 ] B 7 [ B ]
Estimated Total No.' Attack Rate No.of mml?lltlﬂt]r Mortalit ' No. of cases  FPercentage
Year. Population. of Casea | per 1,000 Deaths Cases | per 10 treated in | removed to
| Notified,  Population, Regd. Notifisd. Fopulation, . Haospital. H ospital.

1930 | 91,440 320 | 349 | 1 ‘31 01 244 762
1931 92,280 138 | 149 | — — — 108 78-2
1932 | 92,250 67 | 072 | — | — _ 51 761
1933 | 93,090 86 | 058 | — | — — 46 836
1934 93,700 183 195 | — - 136 74-3
1935 | 93900 195 | 207 | — — — 143 733
1936 | 93680 [211 | 225 | 1 | 047 | 001 | 154 729
18T eeTen 215 | 231 | 2 | 093 002 | 155 72:0
e 188 | 200 | — | — = 149 805
1939 | 90,520 [141 | 155 | — | — — | 19 | 843

Diphtheria.—There were 90 notifications of diphtheria, giving an
attack rate of 0-99 compared with 1-14 for England and Wales.

8 deaths occurred, giving a death rate of 0-08 compared with 0-05
for England and Wales. 83 cases (92 per cent.) were removed to the
Corporation Hospital for treatment.

The table appended shows the prevalence of Diphtheria over a
period of years :—

INCIDENCE OF DIPHTHERIA IN VARIOUS YEARS.

: - s | : i amrfanty g il

Estimated | Total No. Attack Rate| No. of per 100 Mortality =~ No.of Cases | Percentage

Year, Population. | of Cases 1, 000 Deaths i Cases per 1,00 treated in | removid to

el B T T S
1930 91,440 65 0-71 ‘ 2 | 307 02 S0 769
1931 92,280 59 063 | 7 | 11-86 (7 43 72-8
1932 92,250 127 1-37 | 6 472 06 109 858
1933 93,090 84 0-90 4 476 04 72 | 857
1934 93,700 61 0-65 2 3-27 02 57 934
1935 93,900 55 0-58 3 545 | 03 53 96-3
1936 93,690 48 0-51 2 416 | 002 47 | 979
1937 | 92760 | 86 | 092 5 | 581 | 005 | 82 953
1938 | 92320 |126 | 136 3 | 238 | 003 | 119 | 944
1939 90,520 90 099 8 8-88 008 | 83 I 920
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Vaccination.—Of the 1,561 infants whose births were reported
by the local Registrar to the Vaccination Officer during the year under
review 402 were successfully vaccinated, equal to 25-7 per cent.

No vaccinations were performed under the Public Health (Small-
pox Prevention) Regulations, 1917.

Measles.—Under the Measles and Whooping Cough Regulations,
1939, measles was made notifiable on the 23rd October, 1939, and ten
cases were notified by medical practitioners up to the end of the year.

An additional 37 cases were brought to the notice of the department
by health visitors and school teachers. Ewvery endeavour was made to
educate the public regarding the dangerous character of this disease,
and to admit to the Corporation Hospital cases where there was risk
of complications, bad housing, etc. During the year 2 cases were thus
admitted.

One death occurred giving a death rate from this cause of 0-01, which
i1s the same as the national rate.

Whooping Cough.— This disease was also made notifiable as from
23rd October, 1939, but only one notification was received up to the
end of December. 216 cases—as compared with 91 in 1938 —were
brought to the notice of the department by health visitors and school
teachers, the majority occurring in the first quarter of the year. There
were 7 deaths from this cause, giving a death rate of 0-07 for the borough ;
for England and Wales it was 0-03.

Corporation Hospital.—I am indebted to the Matron, Miss E. D.
Mackenzie, R.R.C., for the following report in respect to the isolation
side of this hospital :—

SCARLET FEVER.—119 cases were admitted from the borough and
23 from outside the borough. The average stay in hospital was 33-5
days as compared with 41-2 in 1938. Complications were :—Tonsillitis
1, diphtheria 1, otorrheea 2, abscess neck 1, adenitis 4, measles 3 and
chicken pox 1. :

DIPHTHERIA.—83 cases were admitted from the borough and 126
from outside the borough. There were 11 deaths, seven of which were
Grimsby patients. This gives a case mortality of 5-3 as compared with
46 for 1938. The average stay in hospital was 487 days as compared
with 50-7 in 1938. In no case was it necessary to perform tracheotomy.
Complications were :—palatal paresis 14, otorrheea 6, neck muscles
paresis 1, strabismus 3, rheumatism 1, myocarditis 1, dermatitis 1,
follicular tonsillitis 2, bradycardia 5, impetigo 5, adenitis 2, rhinorrheea
1, serum rash 6, and diaphragmatic paralysis 1.

PUERPERAL CAsEs.—16 cases were admitted from the borough
and 17 from outside areas. There were six deaths, four of which were
Grimsby cases. The complications in this type of case are many and
varied, and blood transfusion has often to be resorted to. i

ERYSIPELAS.—15 cases were admitted from the borough and one
from an outside area. The average stay in hospital was 22 days, as
compared with 24-3 in 1938,
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of cancer in Lincolnshire. In my report to the Council it will be re-
membered that representatives of the three County Councils and two
County Boroughs in Lincolnshire had formulated a scheme in which
there would be four radinm and deep X-ray centres in the county. Three
were to be at voluntary hospitals at Grimsby, Scunthorpe and Lincoln,
and one at a new municipal hospital at Boston.

Several conferences took place for the purpose of considering a
joint county scheme for the treatment of cancer, but in consequence of
the outbreak of war and the Treasury’s emhargn upon capital expendi-
ture the Minister of Health issued Circular 1884 extending by one year
the period during which schemes under the Cancer Act must be sub-
mitted to the Ministry. It had been stated, however, that the extension
of time for the submission of schemes did not preclude local authorities
from proceeding with the matter if they felt they were able to do so,
but it was suggested by the Ministry that having regard to the exigencies
of the war, local authorities in Lincolnshire might think it best to leave
the formulation of the county scheme in abeyance.

Having regard to the progress which had been made at the Scun-
thnrpe Hospital in the erection of the buildings for a treatment centre,
the joint committee decided to approve the establishment of a deep
X-ray centre at that Hospital as a first step towards the inauguration
of the complete county scheme.

Cases at present requiring radium or deep X-ray therapy are either
sent by the Public Assistance Committee to the Sheffield Radium Centre
by arrangement with the medical director, or by the voluntary hospital
to Leeds General Infirmary.

An analysis of the 165 deaths from cancer during 1939, shewing
localisation, age and sex distribution is here given :—

Under 15 25—45 45—65 |65 & m'er! Total
M F M ¥ M. F M F M s
Buccal cavity and
pharynx ol —|—|—|—|—]| 1| 3| 2| 3| 3
Digestive organs and .
peritoneum =1 —1 2| 1126|1227 |25 |55 | 38
Respiratory nrgans — |- 2|—| 6] 1| 2| —]|10] 1
Uterus & — | —| =] 1| —]| 8|—]| 5|— 14
Other female gemtal '
organs .. i) — —| - -] = 3| =] == 3
Breast .. — | == —=|=]| &|=| §|=—|13
Male genito- urlnar_v - |
organs L= — | =] | =11 |= |18 | —
Skin — =] | =|=|=|—] 2| 1| 2
Other or unspe.c:lﬁed = . I‘
organs .. l|{—|—]| 1| 3{ 1| 2| 1| 6| 3
Totals .ol 2| —| 5| 3|36 | 34 II 45 | 40 | 88 77
1







TUBERCULOSIS.

TABLE sHEWING NEw CASES AND MoRTALITY DURING 1939 FOR THE
County BOROUGH OF GRIMSEY.
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NEw CASES. Dezarns,
Age Periods. Pulmonary Moo -Pulmonary. Pulmonary I Non-Pulmonary
e e e —— A ———— .|. R R JE—
M. F. M. F. M. | F. i M. F
0—1 = — | = | = e = 1
1—5 — - - 5 1 |t | s —
5—10 1 2 5 4 1 | — 2
10—15 — 1 il s = 0 [l -
15—20 6 11 6 7 1 | 4 I 1 P
20—25 S5 G 3 — g | :2 = —
25—35 13 10 2 3 8 A T I | —
35—45 9 7 1 — | 8 6 — —
45—55 12 2 — —- ‘ 9 5 — —
55—65 4 — | — =l s — ~ 1
65 and !
upwards 1 — 1 — 1 — —-
Totals sl 39 25 20 36 21 3 6
TotalL New Cases .. 135 Totar DEATHS s 66
Death Rate per 1,000 of Population Pulmonary 62
" . o Non-Pulmonary 10
A % ' All Forms 72

Included in the deaths were 6 cases that had not been previously

notified as suffering from tuberculosis.

The proportion of non-notified

deaths therefore is 9-0, as compared with 7-2 per cent. in 1938.

Non-Not1FicATION.—The number of primary notifications received
per 1,000 of the population, and the ratio of non-notified deaths for
the past few years, are shewn below :—

R | i | e, | R ctomantid D
notifications. popalation. Deaths. Pulmonary. |[Non-Pulmonary.

1922 10g 1-30 i =

1932 197 213 14% 6-6% 7:5%
1933 176 1-89 15% 56% 10°1%,
1934 221 2:35 ITY, 7:0% 4 1%
1935 | 217 2:31 8% 5'4% 2'7%
1936 | 184 | 196 9% | 47 % 47%
1937 156 | 1x68 8% 8:0% —

1938 ‘ 154 | 166 7% | 2'9% 43%
1939 135 I'49 9% 45% 45%
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During the year 1,314 individual persons attended the Dispensary,
making a total of 6,699 attendances, and the following table gives
a comparison with previous years :—

Total number of
Year. persons who Number of Total
attended. new Cases. Attendances.
1923 444 205 2,708
1930 775 414 4,620
1931 768 455 7,019
1932 839 483 8,641
1933 773 440 8,723
1934 854 526 8,605
1935 1230 560 9,570
1936 1407 : 493 7,644
1937 1341 691 7,171
1938 1339 588 7,675
1939 1314 | G614 6,699

APPLICATIONS FOR TREATMENT.

During the year under review 135 cases were notified under the
Public Health (Tuberculosis) Regulations, 1930, as suffering from tuber-
culosis (all forms), and it is pleasing to record that, with the ﬂxce_ptiun
of one case who died from tuberculous pneumonia almost immediately

after notification, each of these cases applied to the local authority for
treatment.

CLASSIFICATION OF NEw CASES.
(@) Pulmonary Tuberculosis.

During 1939 applications were received from 74 new cases of tuber-
culosis, in addition to which must be added 3 definite cases discovered
in the examination of contacts. In 1938, 85 new cases were found, also
3 definite contacts.

The following is the classification of these new cases, together with
a comparison of the figures for previous years :—

1939. 1938. 1937. 1936. 1935.

(1) T.B. Minus (Sputum negative or 34 40 38 46 45
absent)
(2) T.B. Plus 1 (Positive early case) 2 12 16 8 14
(3) T.B. Plus 2 (Positive inter- 20 15 28 22 33
mediate case)
(4) T.B. Plus 3 (Positive advanced 21 21 20 15518
case)

(8) Non-Pulmonary Tuberculosis.

There were 33 new cases diagnosed as suffering from non-
pulmonary tuberculosis, in addition to which must be added the one
definite case discovered in the examination of contacts. In 1938 42 new
cases were found, also 2 dehnite contacts.
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The following table gives a comparison with previous years :—

Other | Peripheral
Year. | Bones. Abdomen. Organs. Glands. | Total.
| [
1930 | 21 11 12, | 19 | 63
1931 25 8 18 28 | 79
1932 8 12 11 23 54
1933 13 . 6 11 18 48
1934 | 15 10 2 60 87
1935 8 9 9 39 65
1936 13 10 16 17 56
1937 5 4 13 10 32
1938 13 5 9 18 45
1939 | 6 3 8 17 34

ConTtacts.—The number of contacts examined has increased from
162 in 1938 to 197 in 1939. The latter figure represents a fraction over
two contacts per pulmonary case.

HoMmE Visits.—The number of Home Visits paid by the Tuber-
culosis Officer was 387. 85 visits were paid in consultation with the
patient’s private doctor, as compared with 90 in 1938.

Ex-SERVICEMEK.—Under the supervision of the Dispensary staff
at the close of the year were seven soldiers or sailors whose disease was
held by the Ministry of Pensions to be attributable to, or aggravated
by, service in the Great War.

Nurse's Visits.—The Senior Tuberculosis Nurse made a total of
928 wvisits during the year, as compared with 1,088 in 1938, to the homes
of patients.

LABORATORY ExAMINATIONS.—During the course of the year 793
specimens were examined in the Council’s laboratories for the presence
of tubercle bacilli. The following table shows the source from which
the specimens were obtained :—

Tuberculosis | Specimens from Residential Institutions. General
Dispensary. | Corporation Infirmary Practitioners.
Hospital. | Institution. .
Pos. |. Neg. Pos. ! Meg. Pos. | Neg. | Fos. | Neg
22 | 160 144 200 7 I 59 28 173
J |

ARTIFICIAL PNEUMOTHORAX CLINIC.—During 1939 patients made
a total of 495 attendances at this Clinic as compared with 419 in 1938.

X-raY Work.—During 1939, 2,254 cases were X-rayed and reported
upon, as compared with 1,792 in the previous year.
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; The total number of cases admitted to the Tuberculosis Section of
this Hospital during 1939 was 183, as compared with 177 in 1938,

Grimsby cases. Outside cases.
Patient days. Bed case days. Patient days. Bed case days.
1933 .. 23,795 13,901 5,163 2,911
(Average daily number cases whole institution e 80)
193¢ .. 29,412 20,031 4,116 2,073
(Average daily number cases whole institution ik 92)
1935 .. 29,388 19,790 5,825 3,750
(Average daily number cases whole institution = 96)
1936 .. 30,320 18,921 6,220 3,823
(Average daily number cases whole institution e 99-8)
1937 ..- 29,953 21,117 6,481 4,310
(Average daily number cases whole institution s 99-8)
1938 .. 31,466 22,113 5,974 4,244
(Average daily number cases whole institution oo 102-1)
1939 .. 28,645 21,143 6,203 4,065
(Average daily number cases whole institution s 94-5)

Care Committee.—The Tuberculosis Care Committee was
appointed in this County Borough in 1925, and its work has functioned
with marked success since.

A sum of £5 per 1,000 of the population per annum in accordance
with the Local Government Act, and set out in the explanatory Circular
1072, is available for the use of the Committee and this amounts to £470
per annum. In addition to this official grant the Committee has also
a Special Fund, which assists in the provision of extra nourishment,
dental treatment, clothing and footwear, bedsteads and bedding, and
grants to patients receiving occupational therapy. The Special Fund
is kept in a solvent condition by donations and efforts made by the
Committee itself through dances, street collections, etc.

Tuberculosis Regulations, 1925.—No action was taken during
1939 relating to persons suffering from pulmonary tuberculosis employed
in the milk trade.

Public Health Act, 1936.—No action was taken under Section
172 of this Act relating to the compulsory removal to hospital of persons
suffering from tuberculosis.
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Venereal Diseases.—The treatment of these diseases was con-
tinued at the clinic at 38 Oueen Street.

The following is a summary of the outstanding figures for the
year ;—

1939. 3 pﬂﬂﬁgﬁ.
Early Syphilis e e A 5 31 37
Late Syphilis s o T e 53 59
Congenital Syphilis .. e 3y o 13 16
Gonorrheea o Wy R M 204
Non-specific Venereal D]EE-:I.SEE . .. 199 198
Attendances .. o o P .. 9283 15182
Defaulters o s o B Za 168 125

There is an increase in the defaulter rate and a decrease in the
attendances, both of which are almost entirely due to the rapid dis-
appearance of symptoms brought about by the use of Sulphapyridine.

It was decided, after the outbreak of war, on compassionate grounds,
to stop the practice of writing to male defaulters requesting their attend-
ance, although the follow-up of female defaulters by letters and by visits
by the clinic nurse has been maintained.

The omission of letters may also have had some bearing on the
increased defaulter rate.

Patients from the more distant parts of the Lindsey area shew a
high defaulter rate and are often irregular attenders, due to the fact
that the financial assistance towards their travelling expenses given by
the Lindsey County Council is only granted after enquiry into their
financial status. This is apt to cause resentment through probing into
the patient’s private affairs, and embarrassment through the mistaken
feeling of possible puhh(:ltj-' regarding their need for treatment. In
certain cases only an insufficient proportion of the cost of travelling is
granted, and such patients are thereby forced to curtail the necessary
frequency of their attendance.

Although the clinic and laboratory were without the services of the
regular V.D. Medical Officer and Pathologist from early September to
mid-December, the standard of treatment of patients and of laboratory
work was well maintained, due in great part to the willing and efficient
co-operation of the nursing and laboratory staff.

The number of serum tests and microscopical examinations carried
out in the Venereal Diseases Laboratory totalled 9,214, of which 4,667
related to Grimsby patients. The number of specimens dealt with in
1938 was 9,228,



46

SECTION G.—PORT HEALTH SERVICE.

The general description of the Port is still similar to that contained
in the Annual Report for 1933,

Amount of Shipping entering the Port during the year.

Number inspected by the Medical Officer of Health .. i 7
Number inspected by the Health Inspector .. . .. 1,627
Number reported to be defective s - .. 253
Number of vessels on which defects were remedled o o | Dl
Number of vessels reported as having or hawng had durmg
voyage infectious disease on board ; 1

Canal Boats Act.—During the year 50 canal boats were ins]l:_»ected
and no case of infectious disease occurred on any of them. Infringe-
ments of the Act dealt with were :—

No certificate on board .. 12 Certificate not 1dent1fy1ng

Marks and numbers indistinct 9 owners with boat . 1
No marks and numbers .. 3 Cabins needing painting 9
Defective locker " .. 1 Defective stoves 3
Defective cabin hatches .. 3 No stove chimney 1
Bunks needing lining . 3 Leaking deckheads 2
Without proper water vessels 1 Tank cover missing 1

Water Supply.—The remarks appertaining to the water supply
of the Port are similar to those made in the Annual Report of 1938.

Port Sanitary Regulations, 1933.—The information under these
Regulations is as described in the Annual Report for 1934, except in
regard to paragraph 10 relating to venereal diseases,

The following cases of infectious sickness were landed from vessels
during the year :—

Number of
Passengers. Crew, Vessels ¢
Influenza & 2 — 3 3
Diphtheria .. — 1 1

There were no cases of infectious sickness occurring on vessels
during the voyage and disposed of prior to arrival.

No cases of plague, yellow fever, cholera, small-pox or typhus
occurred, nor were any plague infected rats discovered.

During the year a total of 271 attendances were made by 68 foreign
seamen at the Grimsby Venereal Diseases Clinic. Of this number 10
were found to be suffering from syphilis, 36 from gonorrhcea and 2
from chancre, while 20 were found not to be suffering from wvenereal
disease.

Measures against Rodents.—The number of rats destroyed
during the year were as follows :—

o ISR
Viessels, Warthouses,
No. of rats destroyed .. s s .o 187 2993
do. examined o 46 2

do. {found to be :nfected with plague v — —
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Eighteen black rats and 30 brown rats were sent for examination,
and the report of the Analyst certified these rodents to be free from
B. Pestis or other diseases.

280 traps were set by the Rat Searcher on 70 vessels, and 107 rats
were caught, the balance of 90 rats being from fishing vessels, making
a total of 197 rats destroyed.

It was nnt found necassa.r},-r to take any measures of rat destruction
on pla%ue ‘ infected ‘ suspected '’ vessels, or vessels from plague
infected ports arriving in thf: port.

A total of 65 Deratisation Exemption Certificates were issued, and
it was not found necessary to fumigate any vessel under the International
Sanitary Convention.

Hygiene of Crew’s Spaces.—The classification of nuisances on
vessels is shewn hereunder :—

Number of vessels inspected during the year .. e .. 1627

Defects of original construction . = b e nil

Structural defects through wear and tear 2 vy 222

Dirt, vermin, and other conditions prejudical to health 240

Sanitary improvements effected were :—

STEAMERS.
Ventilation improved .. 4 Dirty food lockers cleansed .. 98
Lighting improved 2 Dirty galleys, etc. i 12
Decks repaired 12 Dirty beds deatru} ed s o
Port frames repaired 7 Verminous quarters fll]'rlli.{;lti..d 18
Portlights repaired 13  Verminous quarters sprayed 15
Skylights repaired 1 Ors. painted wholly or in part 32
Bulkheads repaired 6 Tanks repaired o A
Floor repaire I Tanks cleaned o dinn A
Door repaired 1 W.c. basins renewed ol oo
Bunks repaired . 6 W.c. basins repaired o
Lining or sheathing repa.:red .. 1 W, seats repaired .. -
Clothes lockers repaired 8 W.c.'s cleansed e v ol
Food lockers repaired .. 8 W.c.’s painted o .. 40
Stoves repaired. . 8 Wash-houses cleansed e 2B
Dirty quarters cleansed 41 Wash-houses painted e 28
Dirty bunks cleansed 274 Clothes lockers provided .. 5
TRAWLERS.

Decks repaired 6 Dirty food lockers cleansed .. 570
Chain pipe repmred 1 Dirty galleys, etc. .. .. 183
Skjrhgﬁts repaired 3 Dirty beds destroyed v DOD
Bulkheads repaired 6 Verminous quarters fumigated 139
Bunks repaired . 38 Verminous quarters sprayed 1
Lining or sheathing repalred .. 16 Ors, painted wholly or in part 188
Food lockers repaired . .. 3 Tanks cleaned L 21
Stoves repaired .. 13 W.c. basins renewed o
Dirty quarters cleansed .. 196 W.c.'s cleansed s .. 34
Dirty bunks cleansed .. ..1775 W.c.'s painted ; P 1
Dirty seat lockers cleansed .. 380 Wash-houses cleansed el
Dirty transom lockers cleansed 190 Wash-houses painted i

Trawler fumigations carried out on behalf of the Admiralty it e
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Crews' Quarters.—The remarks appertaining to the condition of
crews’ accommodation are similar to those made in the Annual Report
for 1938. '

Food Inspection.—Action taken under the Public Health (Im-
ported Food) Regulations, 1937 :—

|
Nature Weight. Why Whether How
of - — 1 Condemned | Seized or Disposed
Article. |T ons |ths. | Ors. | Stns. | Forfeited cf.
e 1
Ouanlities of | |
Fizsh condemned :— |
{1) Fish Market ..| 751 14 2 1 Decomposed| Forfeited | Sent to the
I Meal Works
(2} Ex Rail e B 0 1 1 ' i -
(3) Fish Curing ..l & 18| 1 S i 5
Houses
| ] ]
How disposed of
Quantities of Fish
vemaining unsold . | 1056 13 2 0 | Sent to the Meal Works.
1599 8 0 1 For 5alting Purposes.

Three samples of strawberry pulp, jellied veal and brawn were
submitted to the Analyst for examination under the Public Health
(Preservatives, etc. in Food) Regulations, 1925 to 1939, and were found
to be free from preservatives.

There are no shell-fish beds in the area of the Port Health Authority.
Oysters marketed in this district are derived from layings at Hun-
stanton and Brightlingsea.

District.—I am indebted to Mr. A. Martin, Chief Port Health
Inspector, for details of the sanitary work carried out in the port district.
1,746 inspections and re-inspections have been made regarding defects
and numsances, 138 letters and informal notices were served on owners
or occupiers, and the undermentioned sanitary improvements were
effected during the year :—

(FENERAL.

Washing facilities provided .. 2 Wash basin renewed sl
Defective floor relayed 1 New floor laid oy axod
Ventilation improved .. 1 Eave gutter repaired. . PPN |
Roofs repaired .. 2 Wall repaired i iyl
Windows repaired .. 2 Floors repaired i T
Staircase repaired g .. 1 Eave gutter cleansed Lty vl
Walls cleansed .. s .. B8 Staircases cleansed 5
Staircase and landing limewashed 1 Premises limewashed 19
Offensive deposits removed 7 Offensive accumulations re-

Offal removed and yard cleansed 1 moved and streets cleansed 4
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The average number of children on the register during
1939 up to the end of the Summer Term, i.e., up to the out-
break of war, was 12,409. At the end of the year it was
estimated that of the school population 900 evacuable
children remained in the reception areas and 6,802 remained
in the evacuation area, while there were 4,674 children in
the area scheduled as neutral.

Changes in medical services brought about by the war.

(a) No changes attributable to the war occurred in the
medical, dental and nursing staffs, and no member was
transferred as a result of evacuation to reception areas.
One School Nurse, Mrs. H. Bryan, proceeded to Birmingham
in September to undergo training as a health wisitor ; but
she was replaced by a temporary nurse, Mrs. S. Chapman,
who is still in the employment of the Education Authority.

Any A.R.P. duties on which members of the staffs were
employed were performed in their spare time.

(b) The operation of the school health services were not
restricted by the use of the school clinic or other premises
for civil defence or other war purposes, with the exception
that the dental clinic on the premises of the maternity and
child welfare centre at Watkin Street was transferred to the
Armstrong Street School upon the conversion of Watkin
Street to a first aid post.

(c) Parents of children not attending school were notified
as far as possible by school nurses in the course of their home
visiting that both the ordinary and special clinics were open
and functioning unchanged and were available for any child
of school age that parents might care to bring.

(d) Precautions were taken against dangerous concen-
tration of parents and children at any time on the clinic
premises by a system of appointments working to a time
table which proved both simple and effective. No provision
for shelter has been made on the clinic premises, but two
public air-raid shelters are within a couple of minutes’ walk,
so that in an emergency the clinic could be cleared and
children and parents under shelter within a few minutes of
the warning being sounded. That procedure was followed
on the only occasion during the term when an air-raid warn-
ing was received while a clinic was actually in progress.

(e) Routine school medical inspection in abeyance
throughout September by force of circumstances was resumed
in October fairly completely in schools in the neutral area
save for entrants for whom there was no provision of educa-
tion, and incompletely in schools in the evacuation area
owing to the difficulty of securing the attendance of children
and parents. But it may be mentioned here that in spite
of this difficulty a surprisingly good attendance was obtained
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in most cases, showing the value that parents attach to medical
inspection.

(f) Nutritional surveys were impossible to arrange in
schools from September to the close of the year, but a careful
look-out for children likely to require extra nourishment
was kept by nurses during the course of house to house
visiting and by medical officers in the course of school medical
inspection.

(g) Interference with the normal working of the Grimsby
and District Hospital brought about by the necessity for
keeping a proportion of the beds empty for an emergency
was reflected in a considerable slowing up of tonsils and
adenoid operations and orthopadic treatment, for both of
which provision has been made at that institution under the
Authority’s scheme.

(h) Arrangements for dealing with cases of uncleanliness.
After the more or less complete closure of many of the schools
much more home visiting was done by the school nurses than
had been possible formerly. A list was kept of all children
found to be verminous, arranged according to streets, and
visits were made until the children were clean. More names
were added as verminous children were found at the clinic
or in the course of school medical inspection. 0Old cases
were again visited when the nurse went into the street to
visit new ones.

Returns were sent each week to the superintendent health
visitor, who had arranged that when one child was found
verminous, all children living in the same house were examined
by the nurse at the time of her visit.

(i) The provision of free dinners was not interfered with ;
but the supply of milk in the schools ceased on the outbreak
of war and was not resumed until a few weeks before the
close of the year.

Part played by staff in evacuation arrangements.

The initial evacuation took place during the week on which
the schools were due to open after the summer holidays,
and was too precipitate to allow of any adequate preliminary
medical inspection of evacuees, although when -circum-
stances permitted a cursory examination was made by the
school nurses”on school premises on the actual mornings of
departure.

Preparations for the second evacuation on the 6th and 7th
October began some weeks ahead and provision was made
for a most thorough preliminary inspection of proposed
evacuees by the medical and nursing staffs. Arrangements
were made at the clinic and in the schools for cleansing
children who needed it and treating any skin disorders ; so
that on the days selected for departure it was possible to
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guarantee that evacuees were not only properly clothed and
shod but also clean and free from vermin as well as infectious
disease,.

A BRIEF SURVEY OF THE YEAR'S WORK.

(a) Nutrition. The average nutrition of school children
was maintained at a fairly satisfactory level throughout the
year.

The accompanying table will show at a glance how routine
medically inspected children were classified in regard to
nutrition and how this classification compares with that
of the years preceding.

ND. e ::AJJ ia H- (1) (1} C- i i D Y]
Year |amimed f—— ————|— —
No. oL No. °, | No.| 9% |[|No. oL

1939 | 2674 | 429 [ 16-04 | 1837 | 68-71 | 402 | 1503 | 6 |O0-22
(to end
of July
1938 | 3750 | 645 | 17-20 | 2623 |69-95 | 476 | 1269 | & |0-16

1937 4210 | 833 | 19-80 | 2917 | 69-30 | 452 | 10-70 | & |0-20

The percentage of children showing “ B "' (average) and
“D" (bad) nutrition shows no appreciable change during
the three years whereas the percentage showing “ A "' (excel-
lent) has fallen slightly, while that showing “ C " (shghtly
subnormal) has risen slightly. These latter small but sig-
nificant changes may be not unfairly considered to reflect
the gradual deterioration as regards employment that the
town had been experiencing in recent years before the out-
break of war.

Up to the end of the summer term, nutritional surveys
were conducted in the following schools : Macaulay Street,
Strand Street, Carr Lane, Weelsby Street, Holme Hill and
Edward Street. Arising from these surveys, from routine
and special inspections and from reports from school teachers
and school nurses, during the year 389 children were recom-
mended for free milk, 51 children for free dinners, and 253
children for free milk as well as dinners. At the end of July
711 children were receiving free milk, 151 were receivi
free dinners, and 324 were receiving free milk as well as
dinners : at the close of the year the respective figures were
214, 283 and 109.

(b) Uncleanliness. The total of inspections of school
children during 1939 was 31,781 for the purpose of which
the nurses paid 328 visits to schools, an average of 18.2 per
school.

The number found to be verminous was 1,184,
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At school medical inspections 222 children out of a total
of 3,255 examined showed signs of louse infestation. This
figure includes every child that showed the slightest signs of
infestation and badly infested children were relatively few.

(c) Diseases of the Skin. The gradual increase in the
incidence of skin diseases per 1,000 routine inspections com-
mented upon in the Annual Report for 1938 of the Board’s
Chief Medical Officer has not been apparent in Grimsby.
The accompanying table shows that the peak during the last
six years occurred in 1934. A gradual fall ensued in 1935
and 1936 followed by a sharp fall in 1937 and 1938, and
finally a sharp rise in 1939.

These fluctuations, except for the last, which was mainly
due to an increase in scabies, were not accounted for by
changes in the incidence of any of the infectious skin diseases.

RouTINE INSPECTION.
Incidence per 1,000 inspections.

1934 | 1935 | 1936 | 1937 | 1938 | 1939

All skin diseases .o 14-3|13-9 10-1 4-9 34 |11-3
Scabies e . 047 15 09 1-4 1-06 | 55

A further table shows the actual number of cases of the
chief infectious skin diseases seen by the medical officer and
treated at the School Clinic during the same six years.

Disease. 1934 | 1935 | 1936 | 1937 | 1938 | 1939
Ringworm (Scalp) 17 19 7 7 4 4
Ringworm (Body) 11 4 16 10 6 3
Scabies .. o 40 66 60 52 78 | 144
Impetigo .. .. 90 | 57 [101 | 47 | 29 | 45

(d) Minor Ailment Clinic. The figures for attendance
at the School Clinic during 1939 were as follows :—

Total attendances 16,458
as compared with 17,600 in 1938,

There were 1,575 special inspections, 1.e., cases seen by
the medical officer : while there were 1,041 cases not seen
by the medical officer but dealt with by one or other of the
nurses in attendance. Reinspections at the clinic totalled
3,506.
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No actual falling off in normal attendance occurred except
during September and early October, immediately following
the outbreak of war while schools were still closed and evacua-
tion was taking place. By the close of the vear a full attend-
ance up to and even beyond the figures for normal years had
been restored.

(e} Defects of Vision and Diseases of the Eye.
Refraction clinics were held every Tuesday afternoon as
in previous years. 327 children (of whom 238 were new
cases) had refraction carried out, and 281 obtained glasses
under the Authority’s scheme.

Dr. W. Gordon Davidson, the consulting ophthalmologist,
appointed under the Authority’s scheme held clinics every
Thursday afternoon at which a further 175 children (of
whom 77 were new cases) had refraction and 164 had glasses
prescribed. 146 children obtained glasses. The majority
of the cases were squints. 10 cases of eye disease (apart
from squints and errors of refraction) were referred to him
from the School Clinic during the course of the year.

Dr. Davidson reports on the work done under his super-
vision as follows ;—

On_ the outbreak of hostilities, the qualified orthoptist,
Miss Marjorie Smith, was called up for service in the Terri-
torial Nursing Reserve. Because of the evacuation of the
school children and the difficulty in obtaining an expert
orthoptist the clinic was temporarily suspended, but it is
hoped that circumstances may soon permit of its resumption.

Orthoptic Department.
Total number of orthoptic attendances between

February, 1939, and July, 1939 oo e G
Total number of operations between February,
1939, and July, 1939 e s 43 A 17

Patients discharged :—

(a) Orthoptics only :
(b) Orthoptics and operdtmn

ww

16

Cases under treatment in July, 1939 :—

(a) Occlusion ..

(b) Orthoptics. . -

(c) Orthoptics and nperatmn
(d) Operation .. : 33

Waiting list for operation b 13
Waiting list for orthoptic tre&tment on julj,-r Slst
1939 o o i i 2 20

Of the total number of spectacles provided thmugh the
School Clinic (427) 217 were supplied free and 48 at half
cost.

:Fmghh-
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(f) Nose and Throat Defects. The number of cases

found at routine and special inspections to require attention
was 145.

These were classified as follows :(—

Chronic tonsillitis .. s e .. 54
Adenoids only .. e e b
Chronic tonsillitis and adenoids .: 7

Operative treatment was provided for 108 cases at the
Grimsby and District Hospital under the Authority’s scheme,
for a further 4 cases at the Hull Royal Infirmary, and for 13
cases privately, a total of 125 cases.

The Nasal Hygiene Clinic was held daily throughout the
year under the supervision of the clinic nurse and obtained
excellent results in all types of cases showing catarrhal
conditions of nose and throat. The number of children
treated was 218, and the total attendances was 3,352.

() Ear Disease and Defects of Hearing. In addition
to the cases mentioned above, a further 79 children were
treated at the Nasal Hygiene C linic for otorrhoea and chronic
otitis media, making total attendances of 1,069,

(h) Orthopadic Defects. In October, 1938, Weelsby
Old Hall was opened as an Orthopadic Annexe to the
Hospital, and the extra facilities thus afforded have been
of the greatest value to the orthopadic scheme. The out-
patients’ clinic and the operative work was continued at
the Grimsby and District Hospital, but in-patients were
transferred to Weelsby Old Hall for recovery following their
operations. The sister-in-charge is orthopeadically trained,
and her work has been admirable.

During the wyear, 75 school children were seen as out-
patients, and 25 admitted as in-patients, There were, in
addition, the patients recovering from the poliomyelitis out-
break of August, 1938. It was gratifying to watch the
successful progress of these patients, and the majority have
made a complete recovery.

The last quarter of the year was overshadowed by the war.
At first, fewer patients were admitted for treatment, but
this factor is gradually righting itself. Many school children
have been evacuated, and their after-care undertaken by the
Lindsey County Council.

A debt of gratitude is owed to Miss Margaret Haig, of
the Central Council for the Care of Cripples, for her untiring
work in connection with the clinic.

(i) Heart Disease and Rheumatism. A fortnightly
clinic was held by Dr. J. W. Brown, the consultant physician,
for these diseases to the Authority,
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TABLE 5.—CAUSES OF AND AGES AT DEATH DURING THE YEAR 1939,

Nett Deaths at the subjoined ages of '

Hesidenta " whether

occurring within or withous the District.

s All Ages, |Unﬂer 1and|3and|s u.mi 15and |25 and |45 and | E&aud Total Deatls
Causen of Death. Total. IMEIE Females Y687 | nnder unﬂer uu%&r unﬁ:;:ar u:x;ier I ul:_ﬂer w{llf;lal Fg:.:[g:'ﬂ"
| ' ' Ro-ldents” in
Inatitutions
I I E:Lnl-l'::::'l
1 2 J 4 5 | [+] 7 8 9 10 11 12
Certified . ../1102 | 609 | 493 gzl 10| 22 19 38 ]ﬁ& 3-]4 514 502
ALL CW“B{ Uncertified .. g | 1 :
1. hoid & Para hm-:lFevers o i . o
- ggﬂlﬂ’& o typ | 1 atie=llet o1 1 15 : : i
2. ScarletFevgr i o = ; [ 2 s : & i e
; Whnriﬁlug ough 7 e 4 : ) 2
5. Diphtheria E B oAl (RS 1 (S st U i & ghadt 10
8. Influenza .. : 10 7 3 1 S 2 1 3 3 2
7. Encephalitis Lethargma il g3 ¢ N P = s - 1
8. Cerebro-spinal Fever o] G S 1 i ey & : ; 1
9. Tuberculosis of R ayatam 57| W | 21| ., 2| 10 30| 14 1 39
10. Other Tuberculous Diseases | 9 3| @) 1 3 3 1 1 o 9
11. Syphilis. . : 13| 85| 4 S i 11 2 11
12. General Paralysis of tl:w In-
sane, Tabes rsalis 12 9 3 : : e 1 g | 7
18. Cancer, Malignant Disease .. 165 88 | 77 .. 1 1 L 8 70| 85 65
14. Diabetes 18 4 14 ciim 1 - 4 13 G
15. Cerebral Haemnrrhage, etc. 111 | 47 | &4 B . o gl 35| #a| 4
16. Heart Disease .| 123| 81| 42| . 2 i 9| 55 54| 28
17. Aneurysm e S 5 T n . o .s s 1 2! .
18. Other Clrculatnr}r Dlsea.ses 30 19 | 11 2 2 i 2 2 10 12 10
19, Bronchitis.. .. : 40 23 17 1 | 1 o 2 2 13 20 9
20. Pnenmonia {all funns} ¢ 59 34| 25 19 3 2 3 2 1 17 | 12 27
21. Other Respiratory Diseases . | 18 13 3 % . 1 e 2 10 3 7
22. Peptic Ulcer .. A S 6 i ol i 6 2 5
23. Diarrhoea, etc. i i4 B | (&1 13 1 A 5 4
24. Appendicitis .. .. 5 3 p s 1 i 1 2 1 9
25. Cirrhosis of Liver .. 2 2 i e o o 2 et i
26. Other Diseases of Lwer. etc. 7 . 7 2 s 2 3 7
27. Other Digestive Diseases ..| 13 8 S i i 1 6 8 13
28. Acute and Chronic HePhntus i 84| 18| 16 2 1 7 7| 5 6
29. Puerperal Sepsis .. .. . 1 e 1 1 i hi 2
30. Other Pu 1 Causes : 3 ‘e 3 3 3
31. Congenital Debility, Prema-

- _ture Birth, Ha.liormatmn e.tr.. s | 11| 25 34 2 a G S o 16
3z, i 178 | 88 | 90 e o £ ; 5 173 78
33. Suicide .. A e 5 3 i o .. 3 7 4 oE
34, Other Violence.. .. .. . 51| 36| 15 il i 2 1 5 18 11 14 7
35. Other Defined Causes .. | 54| 37 17 7 2 3 2 5 a 14 12 | 34
36. Causes ill-defined or unknown 1 : 1 1 s & i o i s 1

|
| i
Totals.... 1104 | 610 | 494 83 10| 22 19| 38 108 | 315 | 514 | 502
| | | | ' |
[ .
Sub-entries (included above)— f _ .
Acute-Poliomyelitis (in 3 17| S5, 1 1Ay () T ; 1 ; s : :
Dysentery (in 35) : B 1| 1| - ; Hg 1] - 1
| |
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TABLE 6.—INFANTILE MORTALITY DURING THE YEAR 1939,
Nett Deaths from stated causes at various Ages under 1 Year of Age.

CAUSE OF DEATH.

I

B Under 1 week

1-2 weeks.

L]

3-4 weeks.

Certified

Awe Cavses | ot g

Measles .. i
Whooping Cough

e

Tuberculosis of Nervous System

Tuberculosis of Intestines and
Peritoneum .. .

Other Tuberculous DlseaSEE

Syphilis .. s

Meningiti

Conva

Bronchitis

Pneumonia .

Other Resplratnry Diseases

Inflammation of the Stomach .

Diarrkeea and Enteritis .

Hernia, Intestinal Obstruction

Congenital Malformations

Congenital Dehﬂjt}r and
Sclerema i

Icterus ..

Premature E:rth

Injury at Birth .

Disease of Umbilicus

Atelectases i

Suffocation—in bed or
stated how ..

Other causes

not

.

. .
—_——
5 0

Mt B D: W -

b2 -

-

Total under
4 weeks,

O3 w3 bas

ol

1-3 Months.

% 3-6 Months.

- | 2 §-9 Months.

|
K
I

- | < g
f @ |8 8-12 Months.

| —. Total Deaths

| =t | = under 1 year

[ 7]

[ =

13

10

e

S = i, —

0 e

Totals

] 26

35

15 |

12

12 | 9

83

Nett Births in the year

Nett Deaths in the year of {

Legitimate ..

Illegitimate

1,475
88

Legitimate Infants
Illegitimate Infants

l

1,563

77

6 83
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