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Public Health Department,
© Torm Hall,
. Braintree.
Hay 1970

The Chaeirman and Hesbers of Dunmow Rural Distriet Counecil.

Kr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlenen,

I have pleasure in presenting for your inforuation the annual
report on the hesalth, vital statistics and sanitary circumstances of
the Dunmow Rural Distriet in accordance with the Public Health Officers
Regulations 1959.

Dr. C. Rainsford retired aos hedical Officer of Health on
Septecber 22nd 1969. I should like to take this opportunity of
recording the appreciation that is felt in the ares for his services
towards the improved health of the community, and also Ly own
gratitude to hinm for helping me in the task of taking up my new duties.

I wish to thank Dr. J. A. Slattery, Area ledical Officer, West
Essex for providing statistics of the work done at the various Essex
County Council clinics in the ares.

OBSTRVATICHIS UPQ! VITAL STATISTICS

The Registrar General's estimate of population is 23,510, an

inecrease of 20 over 1968,

The corrected birth rate of 16.8 per 1,000 estizated population
is slightly above last year's figufe ufhiﬁ.ﬁ and above the national
average of 16.3.

Illegitinate births in the area were 11, compared with 21 in 1968.

There were only 5 infant deaths giving an infant mortality rate
of 13 per 1,000 live births compared with the national figure of 18.
The causes of these deaths were anencephaly, respiratory distress
syndrope and premeturity, bronchopneumonia, congenital heart disease
and mongolism, respiratory failure and prematurity and asphyxia
assocliated with inhalation of vomit.

OBSERVATIONS UPQ NOTIFIABLE INFECTIOUS DISTASE AND ITS PRTVENTION

Heasles, as in 1968, was the commonest cause of notification

of infectious disease. At 125 there were 25 fewer cases reported
than last year, and it is to be hoped that in future there will

be a greater reduction due to measles vaccination.




Immunisation and vacclination have done much towards the eradication
of many types of infectious disease prevalent in Britain, notably
poliomyelitis, diphtheria, whooping cough, tetanus and tuberculosis.

In future, however, constant vigilance will be needed to see that the
inereasing speed and ease of sir travel to and from remote countries

do not introduce here nmore tropical snd other types of foreign
comminicable disease. Travellers to distant parts of the ynrld ghould
enguire well in advance of their journey from the “mbassics or liissions
of the countries they intend to visit vhat diseases there particularly
require immnisation and vaccination. Vaccination against typhoid and
paratyphoid fever iz an important precaution, advisable for visits to
all countries except North America, Scandinavis and the Low Countries.
STATF MNETDTICAL RXAMITATICITS .

Staff medical examinations continued to be carried out for Dunmow
Rural District Council relating to the Superanmuation Act, 1937, and
other matters.

NATIOMAL ASSISTANCT ACT, 1948. SECTION 47

Action was taken by my predecessor Dr. Rainsford in one case
during 1969 vhen a patient was admitted to St. Hichael's Hospital,
Braintree.

REHOUSTIIG 0N MEDICAL GROUNDS

Home wvisits throughout the area have continued to be wmade by your

medical officer for the purpose of deciding the degree of priority
in each case.
ENVIRCNMENTAL HYGITIE

A full report on environmental hygiene has been submitted to you
by your Chief Public Health Inspector, who referred to the completion
of the Lower Chelmer Valley Sewerage Scheme in 1969 and to the decision
of the Council to improve the Hatfield Heath and Takeley sewerage
schenes.

With regard to your public water supplies, water for the Thaxted
(Borough Bridge) area contains 0.45 parts per million of fluoride,
which i= below the recommended level for the future dental health
of the unborn child.

In his Annual Report last year my predecessor Dr. Rainsford predicted

that we should soon be running inte difficulties with regard to refuse






STATISTICS AND SOCIAL COWDITIONS OF THE ARTA

e = e

Area (in acres)

Population (Registrar General's estimate mid-1969)
Humber of houses according to rate books

Rateable value :

Sum represented by a penny rate

VITAL STATISTICS

Live Births Total Male Female
Legitimate 372 208 164
Illegitimate 11 G 5
Total live births 383

Birth rate per 1,000 estimated population
Illegitimate Live Births per cent of total live births
Birth rate corrected by comparability figure of 1.03
Birth rate for England and Wales per 1,000 population

Still Births

Total Hale Female

Legitimate L 2 2
Illegitimate s ‘e - -

Rate per 1,000 total live and s3till births
Total live and still births = 387
Rate per 1,000 total births England and Vales

Anfant Deaths

Total ilale Female
Deaths of infants under 1 year

Legitimate 5 L] 2
IMlegitimate - - -
Total infant deaths 5

Infant Hortality Rates

Total infant deaths per 1,000 total live births
Legitimate infant deaths per 1,000 legitimate live births
Illegitimate infant deaths per 1,000 illegitimate live births
Neo-natal Mortality Rete (deaths under I weeks per 1,000 total
. ' live births)
Barly Neo-natal Mortality Rate (deaths under 1 week per 1,000
total live births)
Perinatal liortality Rate (stillbirths and deaths under 1 week
combined per 1,000 total live and still births)
Infantile Mortality for Tngland and Wales per 1,000 live births

. Maternal Mortality (including abortion)
Humber of deaths
Rate per 1,000 total live and still births

Deaths o e Total Male EEmale
236 121 112

Death rate per 1,000 estimated population
Death rate corrected by comparability figure of 0.97
Death rate per 1,000 population England and Wales
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72,834
23,510
8,366
£84.2,914
£3,360
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GEMERAL PROVISIONS OF PUBLIC HEALTH STRVICES
{a) Under the control of the Essex County Council:= '

(i) Clinics were held at the following Centres during the year
1st January to 31st December 1969:-

Attendanoes
GREAT DUNMOW - Essex County Health Servieces Clinic, New Street
Child Health lst Friday 10 a.m. ) 1,289
Every other Friday 2 Dullla ) i
Women's lelfare Clinie Ivery 6 weeks
(discontinued (Thursday )} 10 a.im. 16
July 1969)
Cytology Clinic 3rd Priday 930 a.0. 20
School Clinic Znd and Lth Honday 930 ams 78
Dental Clinic Thursday all day 10 2.m. 602
FELSTED - Memorial Hall
Child Health 2nd Tuesday 2 p.i. 265
GREAT EASTON - Village Hall
Child Health Last Friday - 2 Pefia 117
HATFIELD BROAD OAK ~ Village Hall : ;
Child Health 2nd Tuesday 2 p.m. 219
HATFIELD HEATH - Congregational Church Hall
 Child Health 3rd Tuesday Bl 302
HIGH RODING - Women's Institute
Health Visitor's Advisory Clinic
lst Thursday 2 pails 98
STEBBING - Congregational Schoolroom
Child Health 2nd Friday 2 poms )
B Health Visitor's ) 158
i Advisory Clinic Lth Thursday 2:30 pefa)
ZACELEY - Village Hall ¢
Child Health 2nd Honday 2 Poils 366
THAXTED - Church Hall
Child Health lst Friday 2 pslme 241

(131) Home Help Servive:=-

This useful service is administered from the Area Health Office,
Hoot House Annexe, The Stow, Harlow.

- (iii) Ambulance Service:-

The Ambulance Station is situated in New Strect, Dunmovw.
A full 2l hour cover is provided.

(b) Under the control of the North-East Metropolitan
Regional Hospital Board:-

(i) Chest Clinies:~

These are held at St. ilichael's Hospltal, Braintree; lerts and
Bssex General Hospital, Bishop's Stortford; and Saffron Walden General
Hospital, and cater for the needs of the Dunmow population.
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_;]iﬂ CTIOUS DISTASES NOTIFIED MONTH EY MONTH
DISEASES { E E’ 7 P g . E E
fo e | =] E 5 f;} a e = H =
v W e O i Rl
B L] & = - = BN R =S WM a = =1
Diphtheria e e .
Dysentery e B B i P C
Encephalitis A L I ey T (R
Enteric Fever SRR s B LR Lol s m  om e
Food Puisnning 9 e U | i e R (N SRR 1 [0
Infective Hepatitis A A | P (R SO ST TR et I S SR |
Measles RED N ARl e ST 3D B0 A A L =, =
Meningococcal Infection e A R S ooy [ T
Paralytic Piliomyelitis e R R e T 1
Non=paralytic Piliomyelitis = = =« =« =« « =« = & =« = = =
Scarlet Fever I e R e el e e L o e
Tuberculosis, Pulmonary S e T R e 2
Tuberculosis, Non—pulmopary 1 - - - - - = = = 1 - = =
ihooping Cough = = = m e m m = = e = = o=
Totals 1 B NS T T T e 1 B T S )
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Council Offices,
Dunmow.
Jamuary 1970

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlcmen,

Following the improvement last year to two major services,
viz. the virtual complction of the Lower Chelmer Valley Sewerage Scheme -
and the institution of a weekly refuse collection service this year
has been to a large e¢rtent one of conscolidation. The sewsrege scheme
referred to further improved an alrecady comprchensive system serving
the major part of the Rural District and the Council can well be proud =
of its achievements in this branch of publiec health services. With the
completion of this scheme consideratior was given to the improvement of
the Takeley Sewage Disposal Works and extension of the sowers which had
been held in abeyance until the threat of the Third London Airport at
Stansted had been lifted. The new refuse collection service aeftlad'duwn
to operate smoothly but the disposal of refuse caused grave concern Eue AL |
to the acute shortage of suitable tipping sites and mechanical methoﬂﬂ
of disposal were investigated which are commented on elsevhere in this
Report.

The Housing Act 1969 came into force on lst August being designed
to further encourage the improvement of dwellings by increasing the anount
of grant payable and altering the system of fixing rents following their
improvement. In view of the clese link between Improvement Grants and
rents and the shortage of staff in the Engineer and Surveyor's Department
thiz work was transferred to the Public Health Department.

The 23 flats at Wagon Mead, Hatfield Heath were occupied early in
the year and the paper sack system of refuse collection proved very
successful. The 75 dwellings forming the Waldgrooms Estate at Great
Dunmow were nearing completion for occupation early in 1970. The
modernisation of pre-war Council houses continued and 25 dwellings were
improved and a further 35 were in the contract stage.

For the first time for 7 years there were nu changes in the technical
and clerical staff of the Department and this prevented the disruption
of work so evident with staff movement. p

As in previous years I wish to express my appreciation to the Council
for their continued support and to my Chief Officer colleagues and their
staff for their ready assistance. I also wish to express my gratitude
to the Department's technical and elerdical staff for their help, co-operation

and enthusiasm during the year.
Yours faithfully,

G. L. FIELD

—
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SANTTARY Q;;EUHET&NCESI CF THE AREA
{a}k Pubiio Wabow Supplies
Water supplies in the district are provided by the Lee Valley Vater

Company. - During the year supplies were adequate and jiven on a subseguent
page are details of the population served by mains water by parishes.
Fluoride

The Fluoride content of the water supply was as follows:-

Thaxted (Borough Bridge) ... Q.45 part per million
Dunmow sss 1.0 part per million
Analysis

1 sample of water was taken Tor analysis and was found to be satisfactory.
A copy of the report on the sample by the Counties Public Health Laboratory
appears on a following page.

Private Water Supplies

Samples of water were taken from 3 private supplies and 2 were found
satisfactory. The third although initially being satisfactory gave cause
for doubts and was re-sampled after heavy rain when it was found to be
heavily polluted. The owner was advised to obtain a supply of mains water
but as this proved difficult chlorination of the existing supply was
resorted to.

Deep bores were sunk at two Council housing sites to replace polluted
wells. The water obtzined although chemically and bacteriologically pure
had a very high iron content which did not decrease. Consequently it wes
neceasary for filters to be provided, which substantially reduced the
quantity of iron.

Swimning Pools
In addition to the pools at the Dunmow Secondary School, Dunmow

Primary, Great Easton and Stebbing Schoels and the Felsted School new pools
were provided at Hatfield Broad Qak School and the new Dunmow Primary
School. Regular checks on the chlorine content and acidity of the water
were made by the Public Health Inspcctors as well as sampling the water

for bacteriological examination.

- 16 =






POPULATION IN EACH PARISH HAVING MATN

WATER SUPFLY

P,

-

arton | 1or oF | poputaticn | 1o of Powser | popuicion
| {mldrﬁﬁ} 0 | on main supply

Aythorpe Roding 19 230 T3 213
i Little Bardfield S0 237 72 206
Barnzton 154 385 128 340
Broxted 200 570 197 560
Great Canfield 138 379 151 346
Little Canfield 116 321 111 310
Chickney 13 )0 L 25
Great Dunmow 1,508 4,390 1,550 4,250
Little Dunmow 137 377 131 350
Great Easton 283 724 213 698
Little Easton 146 367 126 312
Felsted G35 2,953 7ok 2,890
Great Hallingbury 327 920 290 900
Little Hallingbury L23 1,259 L0 1,210
Hatfield Broad Oak 966 2,623 A3 2,400
High Baster 217 i i 202 563
High Roding 148 415 140 340
Leaden Roding 119 3l 118 3L0
Lindsell 79 212 78 205
largaret Roding 70 205 69 201
Stebbing 515 | 1,149 395 1,120
Takeley 852+ | 2,310 BLLF 2,218
Thaxted 79 2,086 779 2,000
Tilty 21 6l 3 56
White Roding 126 353 117 320
8,366 | 23,510 7,992 22,061

¥includes 229 caravans on meins supply
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HOUSTIG

Slum Clearancc

One property was demolisheéd and 3 dwellings were, after formal
action, -made it .for humen habitation and the Undertakings which had
been previously given were cancelled. The condition of 11 houscs was
brought to the attention of the Council for formal action, 5 Closing
Orders were made, 5 Undertakings not to relet and 1 Undertaking to
earry out ropairs were g{:ﬂ&}itﬂd. In the case of 2 terrzced cottages
in Thaxted the Demolition Orders which were operative, were converted
to Closing Orders to allow the owner to convert them to a branch
library. 2 hnusés were made fit after informal action.

The problem of unfit houses beyond repair at reasonable expense
has now been almost deslt with in this distriet, This was locked at
in December, in order to complete a return for the Hinistry of Housing
and Logal Government on the future Slum Clearance programme, when it
was considercd that there were only 18 properties left in this catcgory.
It was kmowvm that the ovmers of a number of them were considering
improvements and they werc being encouraged to do so. /. reappraisal
has to be made of the problem from time to time as standards are altered
and property falls into deeny due to neglect, consequently on completion

of a slum clearance programme it cannot be then forgotton but must be

kept under constant review.

Renmedy of Defects and Disrcpair to Private Houses

Following informal zction defects or disrepair at 2 properties
were attended to by the ovmers.
Rant Act,- 1957 - -

No applications were received for certificates of Disrepair.

Given below arc tabulated details of housing action taken during
the year:-

1. Inspection of Dwelling houseés during the year

(1) {a} Total number of dwelling housecs inspected for housing
defects (under Public Health or Housing Acts) Sae

(b) Humber of inspections made for the purpose wnls 200

(2) (2) Number of &welling houses (included under sub=head (1)
above) which were inspceted and recorded under the

or injurious to health as to be unfit for human habitation

Housing Hegulations sss 158
(b) Mumber of inspections made for the purpese slns 200

(3) Number of dwelling houses found to be in a state so dangerous
LN ll



(4) Number of dwelling houses (exclusive of those referred
to under the preceding sub-head) found not to be in all
respects reasonably fit for human habitation vee 2

2. Remedy of Defects during the year without service of Formal Notices

Munber of defoctive dwelling houses rendered it in
conseguence of informal action by the Local Authority or
their Officers e 2

5. Action under Statutory Powers during the year .
A - Proceedings under Public Health Acts, 1936 and 1961
(1) Mumber of dwelling houscs in respect of which notices
were served reocuiring defeects to be remedied ses Hil

(2) Humber of dwelling houses in wthich defects were remedied
after service of formal notices:

(a) By owmers P s
(b) By Loecal Authorities in default of cwners A el
B - Proceedings under Sections 9, 10 and 12 of the Housing Act, 1957:-

(1) Mumber of dwelling houscs in respect of which notices
were served requiring repairs ves Nil

(2) Mumber of dwelling houses which were rendered fit after
service of formal notices:

(a) By owners . e i
(b) By Loeal Authoritics in default of owmers wow Hil
C - Proceedings under Sections 16 and 2% of the Housing Act, 1957:- |

(1) Number of dwelling houses in respect of which

SNCEE P TR

Demolition Orders were made ees IMil
(2) Number of dwelling houses demolished in pursuance

of Demolition Orders =5 :
(3) Humber of written undertakings secepted i —
D = Procecedings under Sections 17, 12 and 27 of the Housing ﬂnt, m:- 1
(1) Number of Closing Orders made o |
(2) Number of houses demolished Pt |
L - Proceedings under Section 27 of the Housing Act, 1957:-
(1) Mumber of Demolition Orders revoked ' Sy b

F - Procgedings under Section 28 of the Housing Act, 1957:=
(1) Mumber of Closing Orders revoked and Demolition Orders

substituted see IMil
G = Proceedings under Section 42 of the Housing Act, 1957:-
(1) Muuber of houses in confirmed elearance areas domolished PR | 1 1
H = Procecdings under Sections 34 and 53 of the Housing Act, 1957:-
(1) Licences in force for temporary occupation see I1il

L. Overcrowding —~ Part IV, Housing Act, 1957
Ho action was necessary during the year,
The feolloving infornstion relnting to Council ~nd Private Housing
has been supplied by the ngineer and Surveyors

-2 -
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taking into account its age 'wrote it ofi''s It was replaced with a
Shelvocke and Drewry Fore and Aft Tipper of 35 cu. yd. eapacity with

power press and this was brought into use on 15th August. The intervening
period of 3 nonths produced its problems in keeping the service going with
no apare vehicle, as this, a wvehicle 14 yeors old had to be regularly
employed on collection, hut fortunately during the entire pericd no breal-
down oceurrcd.

As an experinent to try snd clear up the holidays as quickly as
posaible the refuse service was shut dowm for o weel in August. Considerable
publicity was given and whilst inevitably some complaints were received
they were cxceedingly few. Although this experinent had some advantnges
the men preferred the normal nethod of staggered helidays.

After 6 changes in labour in the first part of the ycar the staff
becane more atatic with as stated previously an inprovement in the service,
Last year T coomented on the high rate of absenteeisn and I an pleased to
be able to record an improverent. 152 days werc lost asz a result of sickness
and 15 days for no recson.

9 men left the Couneil's employ and 9 replacenents vere engaged,

(i1) Refuse Disposal

Some 3% acres where tipping had been completed in 1968 were handed
back for agriculture. Before this could be done, final cover was carried
out by levelling over 4,500 tons of soil purchased from the local Beet
Sugar Factory to give & 2'0" depth of soil. Huch is said about the failings
of controlled tipping but it must be remecrbered that in this country most
Local Authorities dispose of refuse by this nethod and as a result, wvany
acres of once derelict land are now growing crops znd helping to offset
the loss of zgricultural lond to heusing and other develepment. It should
be renmenbered that the Council from its tipping activities has reeclaimed
some 16 acres of derelict land at Merks Hill and this is now producing very
substantial crops.

Tipping continued in the last acre of land available in the present
tip and the lack of any site on which to contimue our operations was the
cause of grave concern. -Unfortunately the site at Folly Mill Lane, Thaxted,
could not be obtained and an altcrnative site at Armigers Parn, Thaxted,

did not materialisc owing to the failure to extract the sand vhich had
to be done before tipping space was available to the Counecil., A deoision
was then made to inwvestigate mechanieal nethods of disposal. Composting
hﬁﬁ:hﬂen considered and discorded in 1966 and it was decided that nothing
had arisen sinee then to cause any change of policy in respect of this

method. Pulverisation was considered but tipping space equivalent to sone

s
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The demand for waste paper was greater than it had been for a nunmber
of years, with the Mills constantly exhorting Local Authorities to increasc
their colleciions. This we were able to do to some cxtent as reflected
in the following statistics by collecting vore off the Monday shops round
and bringing in more bundleés newsprint off the norual rounds.

78 tons 5 owts. were sent to the Mills which resulted in'a gross incone
of £746.16.9.

Litter

: The eollection of bully domeéstic refuse continued to be collected frec
on reguest and 237 collections were made during the ycar. It was not
poesible to carry ocut the vork as expeditiouvsly as we desired duc to the
necessity of having to employ tho staff who would normally do this work on

a Priday, on normal ccllections to ensure that those wehiclcs were sdeqguately
staffed.

5 additional litter baskets were erected and 3 replacencnts provided.
The Council have now erected 98 litter baskets in the distriet. The provision
and replacement of these baskets was often delayed due to the difficulty in
obtaining supplies fronm the nanufacturers, vericds of 3 and 4 months for
delivery being conmon.

Litter is renoved regularly from 8 lay-bys on the public highvay on
behalf of the County Highways Department fron which an income of £33.16.0.
was derived.

Abandoned Veliicles
Todays affluence and hijgher standard of living creates its ovm problens

not only from increased refuse duc to the zreater anount of packaging: but
also the inercased number of notor vehicles, In addition to thas problen

of parking there arises the problen of ﬂisp-:.‘-lsﬂl of thesc vehicles when

they become worn out or too decripit te pass the Hinistry of Transport
Anmual Test. The more responsible mesbers of society take then to the serap
Jard for dispcosal but less scrupulous perscons leave then on the side of the
highvweys, in car parks or elsevhere where Ith-:-;l.r think they can dispose of
then at no personal oxpensc, usually having first recoved nunber plates,
licence disec and other means of identification.

During the year under roview 18 vchicles were removed to the serap
yard and broken up after the necessary investigotions had been made. This
compared with 7 vehicles removed in 1968 but the increase is partly accounted
for by a tidying up operation on car parks at Council housing estates in
two villages.



Vehicle Haintenance

The nucber of wehicles naintained by the Department's mechanic.
increascd during the year due to the purchese of the cesspool emptier
an additional Land Rover and Thwaites Dumper. Conscquently in addition
to the vehicles 1listed at the beginning of the Public Cleansing Section
the nechanie also maintains 3 Land Rovers, 1 Pord Transzit Van, 1 Morris
1000 Van, 1 David Brown Tractor, 2 Dumpers and numerous mobile pumps and
=rass cutting equipnent operated by the Engineer and Surveyor's Depertment.
Routine maintenanece and servicing, which is most important in an
endeavour to obviate breakdowns, now takes up a considerable amount of this
enployec's time., However,major repairs occur and the followingare some
ci'those done during the year.

1. Complcote engine overhaul of International Drott.
2« Relining brakes on International Drott.

3« Re=painting two Karrier Refuse Vehicles.

L. Replacing eluteh and gearbox repairs on Karrier 3.
5. Henewing final drive in Pord Transit Van,

6. Overhaul of braking system on Karrier L.

s can be expected, particularly on the refuse vehicles which have
to traverse the refuse tip, a considerable number of punctures had to

P
.Ll'\

be repaired but the number has been reduced by wusing vehicles with
the conventional corded type with the on-off road tread pattern. At one .

tinc all the refusc vechicles were fitted with tyres incorporating a metal

insert betwcen thc rubber but it 1as found that after a puncture this metal

insert althouzh hoving been hamuered flat rubbed the tube and resulted in

more punctures. This does not happen with cotton or nylon corded tyzes

and consequently the number of puncturcs is drastically reduced and 'ﬁﬂs

has also resulted in longer tyre life and less expenditure. Tyres on refuse

vehicles which have to traverse the tip are subjected to treatment much

different to that cneountered on the highvay as considerable "scuffing'

takes place on thoe abrasive matorials andtogether with wheel spin in wet |

conditions rapid wear takes place and this combined with cuts are reasons J

enough for frequent replacements of tyres without having to discard them

after punctures for the reasons stated previously. Our experineonts with

the various types of tyres showed our deecision to standardise on the corded

type well founded aos these gencerally gave over 25 longer life. -
Cleanliness of vehicles is considered to be essential as it not only

gives the drivers and erew a pride in their cquipment but it helps to reduce

corrosion apd retain the wvehicles in a serviceable condition for much longer

periodss A1l vehicles whether they be lorry or van are now regularly washed

and consideration wns being given to the purché.su of' power washing equipnent

to facilitate this. A5 a nuober of the wvehicles are comparatively new
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Food Inspection

Complainis were received of the following:
l. Wasp in a loaf of bread.
2. Flour moth in loaf of bread.
3. Ant in tin of fruit cockbtail.
Le Mouldy chocolate toffees.

5« Sunflower sead kernels alleged to cause irritation to mouth, throat
and ecars and result in difficult breathing.

6. Alleged contamination of field of lettuce with pesticide.
{« Houldy meat pudding.

Warnings wers given in respect of Noa, 1, 2 and 4. In the ease of Ho. 3
the British Museum (Matural History) stated that this genus of ant did not occur
in this country and must have entered the tin elsevhers so no further action was
taken. The sunflower seed kermels were sent to the Public Analyst whose exam-
inction showed them to be free from traces Ef contaminetion by pesticides and
other substances likely to cause irritation and that they caused no irritation
when consumed; it was decided that no action was therefore called for in this
natter.

Alleged contomingtion of lettuce came from a market gardener who stated
that an adjoining farmer hod sprayed beans snd contaminated about a gquarter
of an acre of letbuce with pesticide. We wers able to ascertain the chemical
used and it was found to be one of the safest systemic sprays on the market,
being saf'e to humans and bees, this being confirmed by officials of the Ministry
of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, but it was considered advisable that any
crops sprayed should not be czten for at least 3 weeks. The wind direction
at the time of spraying was found to be awsy from the lettuce crop. Sample
lettuca were takan at random from the field and sent for analysis, the tasts
carried out proved negative to contaminaticn. The market gardener had initially
demanded that the wholc crop be condemned and this had been refused on the
grounds of lack of avidence of contamination and this decision proved well
founded in the light oif the negative results of the laﬁﬂratﬂny teats.

Two prosecutionswere taken in respeet of unsound food. The first was in
respect of frozen pork sliees which were mouldy. The vendor was found guilty
and fined £20 with £4.4.0. costs awarded to the Couneil. In the aecond case
involving the sale of a meat pudding which was in an sdvanced stafa of
decomposition, the vendor was fined‘ﬂﬁﬁ, costs of £3.3.0. being given to the -
Council.

Harkets, Stalls and Pelivery Vehiclas

During the year two delivery wehieles were found to be operating without
displaying the name and address of the person carrying on the business, in
sach case informal aetion resulted in prempt compliance. The mobile shops

which are a feature of rural trading have shown great improvement in recent
years both in conditions and types of vehieles, very largely duc to the
more stringent ragquirements of recaqu%mgﬂ Traffic Repulations.










OFFICES, SHOPS AND RATLWAY PHRELISES

Although this Act came into foree as long ngo as 1964, it is
interesting to note that of the 8 newly registered premises during the
year, only 3 are genuinely new concerns., The remaining 5 premises consist
of L which came to our attention through other enquiries and 1 vhich is an
existing office, now within the scope of the Act, due to increased purt=time
worldng.

The total nmumbers of staff employed at registered premises oagain shous
an increase, this year by 46, which is largely due ito staff changes noted
during re-inspections since either initial or previous general inspections.
This increcse is in addition to the adjustments which have occurrcd, due to
the introduction of' self'-service shopping in many of the retail food shops.

During the year 55 premises received one or more general inspections,
out of a total of 124 registered premises. The premises inapected ineluded
all classes of premises and it was found that the contraventions were ef a
minor nature, consisting mainly of no abstracts of the Act, no thermometers
and incomplete first aid kits,

Mo accidents were reported during the year.

When plans are submitted to this Council for either the construction
or alteration of premises vhich may be covered by the O0ffices, Shops and
Roailway Premises Act by an arrangement with the Engineer and Surveyor these
plans are examined in order that any necessary modifications can be
incorporated at an ezrly stage. It is now pleasing to sec that many Architects
and Surveyors are increasingly aware of the main requirements of the Act

and are making the necessary allouwances for each particular project.


















CARAVANS snd othor MOVEABLE DWELLINGS

The ecaravan population of the District continucd to be concentrated
on the three 1a;ga sites at Tekeley which are licensed for 140, 92 and 50
caravans respectively. At one the fire fighting arrangements were improved
follewing a visit made by the Publie Health Inspector and the Fire Prevention
Officer of the County Fire Brigade. On another site progress was made on
converting the conercte sirips on ithich the caravens stood to concrete
hardstandings covering the entire area beneath the caravans. Considerable
work had been done on this site in 1968 including the provision of now
water supplies, .drainagc and access roads. The latter gave rise to concern

as the fuun&atiun provided proved inadequate to the weight of the Council's

: refuse collection wehiecles and the Site Owners were cnnﬂcmplntin; laying
conerete roads in licu of the hardcore and gravel at present in use. The
third aite is the one in which litigation has talken place over the yesars
and the Site Ovmers were prosecuted in the Dunmow kagistrates Court on
29th January 1969 when the Tollowing 7 charges were laid by the Council in
respect of contravention of licence conditions.

l. A piped water supply had not been provided to every caravan standing.

2« The zecess and perimeter roads on the sitc were not properly
maintained and five caravan standings werc not conanected to a
carringeway by a feotpath with = hard surface.

3. In respect of 32 caravan standings the ground in between the
strips of concrete to také the weight of cach van was not
covered with concrete blocks proverly laid and jointed.

he Adeouatt surfacc vater drainage hos not been provided for the
site.

5. 9 caravan standings were not provided with covered storage
SpACE.,

6. Mo satisfactory provision had becn made for foul drainage

as required by Condition 9 in respect of the disposal of
‘waste water from 38 caravons,

Te One fire point was not provided with a suitable water tank.

The S8ite Owmers pleaded guilty to the first twe charges and not guilty
to the remainder. The lagistretes found the defendants guilty and imposed
fines totalling £210 and swarded the Council £26.5.0. costs.

Following these procecdings steps were taken by the owmers to improve
the site and make it comply with the licence conditions and work was well
advanced by the end of the year,

The gquestion of providing a site for gipsies was pursued and 3 further
sites, situated at Barnston, Stebbing and Hatficld Broad Oak were considercd.

Mone were particularly suitable for the purpose but the one at Stebbing was
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Cutworkers Section 135 11 notifications of ocutworkers were received.












