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Public Health Offices,
Town Hall,

Braintresa.

May, 1969

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have pleasure in presenting to you the Annual Report for
1968 on the health, vital statistics and sanitary eircumstances of the
distriet. I wrote my first report in 1956 and this will be my last and
at the outset I would like fo thank the Councillors past and present
for making my period in office such a heppy one.

This report follows on the same broad lines as previous ones,
I have resisted, as far as possible, the temptation to reminisce
but have allowed myself to make a few comparisons when referring to
Inflectious discase and Scwage.

I have to thank Dr. Slattery the Arca Medical Officer for VWest
Essex for providing statistics of the work done at the veriocus Essex
County Council Clinies in the district.

VITAL STATISTICS

The Registrar General's estimate of population is 23,490 an
increase of 240 over 1967.

The corrected birth rate at 16,5 per 1,000 estinated population
is down on last yeer's figure of 19.1 and is close to the national

average of 16.9.

There were only 4 infant deaths giving an infantile mortality
rate of 11 per 1,000 live births, this fipure is well below the
national average of 18.0.

Three of the babies that died were premature and the other death

was due to brain haemorrhage.

NOTIFIARLE INFECTIOUS DISEASE

As usual measles tops the list, there were 150 cases. The largest
minber came from Great Dunmow in the month of October. One hopes
that this figure will be greatly reduced in subsequent years owing
to the introduction of the measles vaccine.

Poliomyelitis and diphtheria show a nil retum.

One of the most spectacular successes in preventive pedicine within
recent years has been the control of poliomyelitis by the vaccine.

_j.,_




OQur last case cccurred in 1957, but I must emphasize that poliomyelitis
could come back, the only safeguard is the vaccine. The sane applies
to diphtheria.

There is really no excuse these days for parents not having their
children immunised, it is done by all the family doctors and at the
Basex County Council Clinies. The modern triple vaccine protects against
diphtheriz, whooping cough and tetanus. The measles and poliomyelitis

vaccines are given separately.

ENVIRONMENTAL HYGIFNE
Your Chief Public Heelth Inspector has given you a full and

competent report on environmmental hygiene. The introduction of a weekly

refuse collection scheme is a big step forward but you will note that
we may soon be running into difficulties in finding suitable tipping
space. Some other method of disposal may be the answer,

The most difficult and the most cxponsive task of the Public Health
Conmittee is to provide adequate sewerage and sewage disposal facilities
and this applies especially in o scattered rural district. The job
has to be done bit by bit because there iz never enough money to do
the lot at one go. PFurthermore schemes pet held up by Govermment
squeegzes and perfectly good completed works seem to become overloaded
and out of date in an amazingly short time. Indeed wec can say with
Alice in Wonderland as she tried to walk up the downconing moving
staircase - We have to walk so fast to kecp in the same place. Be that
28 it may the Dunmow Council by careful planning has achicved a great
deal during the past fourtecen years. In 195 I wrote "to some extent
the excellence of your water supplies throws into relief the
deficiencies in your sewage disposal; there are still a number of villages
that have to make do with cesspools and other unhygienic contrivances".

A great deal has been achieved during the last 1) years and of
course muach remains to be done. The record of the work done is quite
formidable and T sumnarise it below,

(2) Completion of modernisation of the Great Dunmow works and the
complete sewering of the parish of Stebbing.

(b) Barnston (new works)

(c) Takeley (new works)

(d) Little Hallingbury (new works)

(e) Little Baston (pump to the Valley Works)
(f) High Roding (new works)

(g) "hite Roding (new works)

(h) High Easter (new works)

|
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(i)' Causewsy End, Felsted to existing works
(4) Willows Green, Felsted (new works)

(k) Further extensions in the remeining perts of Great Easton and
. Duton Hill to Valley ilorks

(1) Chelmsford Road, Hatfield Heath and enlargenent of works including
a pumping station to take Hatfield Broad Oak at a future date

{nj Little Hallingbury further extensions to existing works
(n) Broxted remaining parts to now Oxigest Plant
(0) Leaden and Margaret Roding new works

(p) Lower Chelmer Valley Scheme with new disposal works at Felsted
was near completion by the end of 1968

Plans for carrying on the good work ~re now being considered e.g.
at Great Hallingbury, Mole Hill Green, Hatfield Heath ond no doubt
others will follow.

On housing there is not much to report although it is gratifying
to note that the number of applicants on the housing list dropped
from 362 in 1967 to 305 in 1968, :

_The Council only completed 7 houses during the year but 65
were under construction, The private builders had 53 under construction
at the end of the ycar. i 3

In concluding this preamble I would like to thank the Chairman
and members of the Public Health Committee for the sustained interest
and help they have shown in helping us to tackle our problens. I am
also grateful to Mr. Field and his staff and indeed the officers in
other departments for their full co-cperation at all times. ‘A special
thank you to Hr. Meson who has done so much to prepare this and previous
reports.

I am, Mr. Chsiman, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Yours feithfully,
C.R.C. RATNSFORD
Hedical Officer of Health




STATISTICS AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF -THE JAREA

Area (in acres)
Population (Registrar General's estinate nid-1968)
Nunber of houses according to rate bogks
Rateable value
Sun represented by a penny rate
VITAL STATISTICS

Livo Births Total  Male ~ Femlo
Legitinate 355 176 179
Illegitinate 21 7

Total live births - 376

Birth rotc per 1,000 gstinated population

Illegitinate Live Births per cent of total live births
Ei;%ﬁ ruEe currﬁgtfg Ey conparability f%gure of 1.03

i rate Jor Bngland and Wales per 1,000 ati
b Birtha per 1, population

Total Male Fenole
Legitinate 5 L
Illegitinate - -

Rate per 1,000 total live and still births
Totel live and still births - 381
Rate por 1,000 total births Bngland and ales

Infant Deathsa

Totel  Malo  Female

Deaths of infants under 1 yeoar

Legitinnte 3 2
IlNlegitinate 1 1

Total infant deaths - L
Infant Mortality Rates

Total infant deaths per 1,000 total live births
Legitinate infant deaths per 1,000 legitimate live births
Illegitinate infant deaths per 1,000 illegitioate live births
Neo=-natal Mortality Rate (deaths under 4 wecks per 1,000 total
live births)
Early Neo-natal Hortality Ratc (deaths under 1 week per 1,000
totnl live births)
Perinatal Mortality Rate (stillbirths and deaths under 1 weck
combined per 1,000 total live and still deaths)
Infantile Mortality for Englond and Wales per 1,000 live births

Maternal Mortality (includin: abortion)

Hunber of deaths
Rate per 1,000 total live and still births

Deaths
Total Male Fenmale
236 119 117

Death rate per 1,000 estinated population
Death rate corrected by conmparability fijure of 0,98
Death rate per 1,000 population Ensland and lales

s

ess 12,834
aee 23,490
e 8,008
-« £808,991
wo e ey L0
o a8 ls.c'
LN 2!6
& a8 1 -5
L ] 16-9
L] .1,31-0
PP 1L
Saape 2D
LI BMI-'I-
R N
asa lliﬂ
s P20
L Eh"'ﬂ
LR j—E'G
ene Nil
LR B r‘-:.il
ses 10.0
&8 E ‘9!8
ees 11.9



DEATHS FROM ALL CAUSES 1968

The table below was compiled from figures supplied by the Registrar
General and the classificotion is given under the sixty-five headings
bosed on the International Abbreviated List 1968. Only those cause
headings with deaths alloented to them are shown, headings with no deaths
rllocated to theo ere omitted.

In previous years the 1948 classification with 36 headings was used
and all headings were shown whether deaths were allocated to then or not.

?
:

Hale

Melignant neoplasa, stonach saa  saa 1 2
Halignant neoplasn, lung, bronchus i .o 8 &
Helignant neoplasn, breast . . - 2
Melignant neoplasn, uterus P P - 1
Other palignant neoplasing, etc. AT BN 18 11
Bendign and unspecified ncoplasus bt L - at
.I!JL'-‘.GT_'Ii.E‘.E LR EE R £ 1
Mental diﬁclrﬁ'qrﬂ cEa Py = 1
Other diseases of nervous systemn, ctc. - = &
Hypertensive diseasc ees | owmm 1 5
Ischaenic heart discase o N 22 19
Other forns of heart dizeasc iR Y L L b
Cerebrovascular disease “an o wea 15 2k
Other discases of circulatory systom ..o  sss 10 8
Influenza S wes 1 1
Prncunonis o w e 1L 11
Bronchitis and emphysecna sxs  mms 6 L
hsthin &8s T ] i =
Other diseascs of respiratory systell ses  ses 1 =
'.F’Gptiﬁ uleer & wa see L =
Cirrhosis of liver BER | et - a
Other disenscs cf digestive systen sen sue - 9
Nephritis and nephrosis sus  aew 2 e
Hyperplasia of prostate aan  waw y b Vi3
Cther diseases, genito-urinary systen ... PP e 2
Iiseases of musculo-skeletal systenr  eee  sse = 3
Birth injury, difficult labour, ctce «es -ess 3 1
Symptons and ill-defined conditions «ss  ase 2 2
-Motor vehicle accidents e, 2 o
411 other accidents S L 1
Suicide ond self-inflicted injurics PP ses 1 1
All other extornal causes e »ww = 1
Total A1)l Causes 119




GEMERLAL PROVISIONS OF FPUBLIC HELLTH SERVICES

(a) Under the control of the Essex County Council:-—

(i) Clinies were held at the following Centres during the year

1st Jamuery to 31st Decenber 1968:- 3
Attendancos
GREAT DUNMOW - Essex County Health Scrvices Cliniec, Now Stroot
Child Velfarc lst Friday 10 a.n.) 1,257 t
Every other Friday 2 Pells )}
Wonen's Welfare Clinic Bvery six weeks
. Thursddy 10 2.0, 36
Cytologzy Clinic 3rd Friday G930 Qem 48
School Clinice 2nd & Lth londay Ge30 f.ll. a7
Dental Clinic Tuesday & Wednesday
all day 10 a.nq, 476

=

FELSTED = Meoorisl Hall
Child Welfare 2nd Tucsday 2 Tl 219 o

GHEAT EASTON - Village Hall

Child Welfare Last Fridey 2 pelle 114
HATFTELD BROAD OAK - Village Hall
Child Velfare 2nd Tuesdny 2 Delle <28
HATFIBLD HEATH - Congregational Church Hall T
Child Welfare 3rd Tuesday 2 puins b2
HIGH RODING - tomen's Institute
Weighing Session 1st Thursday 2 Dol 80
STEEBING - Congregational Schoolroon -
Child Welfarc 2nd Fridoy 2 DPella)
A Weighing Session Lth Thursday 2.30 pen. ) = I
TAEIEY - Village Hall
Child Welfare 2nd Monday 2 Palle 375
. THAXTED - Church Hall
Child Welfare lst Fridey 2 pema 295

(ii) Home Help Service:-

This useful service is administered from the Area Health Office,
Moot House Annexe, The Stov, Harlow.




(iii) Asbulance Service:-

The Aobulance Station is situated in New Strect, Dunmow,.
A full 24 hour cover is provided.

(b) Under the control of the Worth-East Metropolitan
Regional Hospital Board:-

(i) Chest Clinios:-

These arc held at St. Michael's Hospital, Braintree; Herts and
Essex General Hospitel, Bishop's Stortford; and Saffron Walden General
Hospital, and cater for the needs of the Dunbow population,
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PREVALENCE OF AND  CONTROL = OVER INFECTIQUS A DISEASE

-

DISEASES

Adrmittsd o Total

T
i

Total lMotified Hegpital Desthia
Diphtherie. = = 2
Dysentery "~ - = =
Encephalitis 5 5 W
Enteric Fever = = =
EI*_';.FE ipolas - = =
Food Poi soning 1 - =
Infective Hepatitis L = 2
Measles . 150 - -
leningococcal Infection i = =
Pneumonia - = =
Puerperal Pyrexia 1 - =
" Paralytic Poliomyelitis 2 = e
Fon-paralytic Poliomyelitis - - i
: Ei'::a.rle‘t" Fever - - = &
) Ti,ll:;amuloais y: Pulnonary . 5 l ) -
Tu‘h'érculosis, : lfon-pulmonary 1 i -
- Whooping Cough 11 - -
Totals 173 o =

L
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NOTIFIED ACCORDING TO AGE

T T - us:'—- ..a-? =
L] al &
3 m o 'n &
DISEASES W i e DENS R o R "" S
'?5 E = = ‘il =l ! 1 i 1 1 I i 5

Adid o im o lunn]lo v o
+ £ . — — ] ey o
- = e o ] =l i e
DMphtheria - - = - = = = o - = P 3 a
Dysentery - == l==]=-1=1l=1=1-]=-1=-1-=
- | H H
mmeephalitis - l =l 1= 1= - == L= g PR T e
Znterie Pever -{=-1=-i-1=-1-1-1=-1-|-t=-1=-1-
Brysipelas - | -] =-1=- |- - l=0=1= S B =
[ = :
Food Poisoning L l=]=1= 1= = [F=1]= 1= 3% Jz-="10C e
LIaf'eotive Hepatitis Ll=]=]=-1=l=13}=1=1=1-13211]1-=
Heasles ' 1500 7 118122 (19 (17 (62} |1 |- |=]=]-=
lieninzococenl Infection = f=1=1-1- - =1l=-1=-1=J]=1]-=1 =
Paralytie Poliomyelitis = = = - - - - i [T e % -
lon-paralytic Poliomyelitis |- |=|- 8- j= |~ i-l=-1l=-1=-1=-1-1-=
il
Prnegumonia : = I e lalalalal]le]l=]1=1=T71%=/}]""" I
- . " "

Puerpersl Pyrexia 1 |l =g {=-1=-]-1-1]1 | = [
Searlet Fever : - = - - E = = = = = o = - -

Tuberculosis, Pulmonary

E

-
Tuberculozis, Non-pulmonary 1 ,
whooping Cough 13 Ay & i ! 3 113 =1=-1=-]<1]=1=

B T T T T e ..-—---i__-q- R R BRI ] 1 B

Totals 1754 8 21I23 EEJlﬂ Bl1l113)z2|3{-
]

= 11l =




INFECTTOUS DISEASES 1968
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TUBERCULOSLS

-

Hew Cases Deaths

Age Periods Pulnonary | Non-pulmonary | Pulmonary | Hon=pulnmonary
M F M t F k F M

Under 1 - - - - - - - 1
1 — i = = - = -
2 i = = = = . 2
3 - = = = = = =
I - - s o & 2 =
5 = .9 - |- - - -1 - -
10 - 1, - = = = = = =
15 = 19 = - he = ol il =
20 - 34 il - - - i_- -
35 = 44 1 1 - SO G i o
R o | 1 : ) gl e
65 and over - - - - - - -
Age not knowm = = = - - = =
Totals 3 2 1 - - - =

oahe -

Of these, tiwo were cases re-notified

the District during 1968,

on taldng up residence in



VACCINATION & THMMUNISATION

" Prinary Courses By General By County . Totals
Practitioners Staff

Diphtheria, Pertussis

and Tetanus 352 ' L7 379
Diphtheria & Tetanus 15 - 15
Diphtheria - - -
Tetanus ; b 15 ; i 15
~Polionyelitis 330 60 390
- Snallpox 294 ' : - 294
Modsles 35 Bl Z99

Heinforcing Doses
Diphtheria, Pertussis

and Tetanus 155 21 135
Diphtheria & Tetanus 176 15 191
Diphtheria : 2 ' = 2
Tetanus 73 Fei 2 T
Polionyelitis 353 _ L2 395

Snallpox ' L5 A L L7
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Council Offices,
Dunmow.

January, 1969

Mr. Chairman, Ledies and Gentlemen,

This is my third annual report on the work of the Public Health
Departpent, and I an pleased to say that it covers a year which has
shnwn.cunaiderahle improvement in the provision of public health
services to the district.

The Council's Refuse Collection service wes improved with the
provision of a weekly collection to all the distriet from 1lst April
and fron that date a free collection of bulky domestic refusec was
undertaken on request from householders, this not being confined

to 2ix weeks in the summer as in the past but being awvailable throughout

the year.

The Lower Chelmer Valley Sewerage Scheme was virtually completed
by the end of the year and it was anticipated that it would be brought
into operation early in Jamuary 1969. Trouble was experienced at the
Hatficld Heath Sewage Works resulting in an unsatisfactory effluent,
which necessitated considerable remedial works including the replace-
ment of the filter media.

Heat inspection continued to account for a large amount of the
work done by the Depertment with aegain a rise in the nungbter of animals
inspected from 115,864 to 134,075. This is twice the number of
animals slaughtered and inspected in 1961,

The development of the Wagon Mead Housing Site at Hatfield Heath
was being undertaken by the Council and construction of the 23 flats
planned for this site was well under way by the end of the year. At
the \ialdgrooms Estate in Great Dunmow the Council planned to provide
a2 mixed development of 75 units of accommodation, comprising houses,
bungelows and flats and the Contract had been let for the Contractor
to commence work in January 1969. At both sites it is proposed to
employ the paper sack system of refuse collection.

The new appointment of Additional Public Health Inspector to
which the Council agreed last year was filled by Mr. R. M. Secker
who commenced duties on 20th May. On the Meat Inspection staff
Mr, G, Webster lef't the Council's employ on 27th April and was
replaced by Hr. J. Kernahar who left three months later on obtaining
a pmore senior post. MNr. A, J. I. Cawdron was appointed to fill
the vacancy and commenced duties on 18th November.

- 16 =






SANTTARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE ARDA

(2) Public Water Supplics

Water supplies in the district are provided by the Lee Valley
Water Company. During the ycar supplies were adequate and given on
a subsequent page are details of the population served by mains
water by parishes.
Fluoride

The Fluoride content of the water supply was as follows:-

Thaxted (Borough Bridge) ... 0.45 part per million
Dunmaw sas la0 part per million

Analysis

2 samples of water were taken for analysis and both were found
to be satisfactory. A copy of a report on a sample by the Counties
Public Health Laboratory appears on a following page.
(b) Private Water Supplies

Samples of water were teken from two wells serving two pairs
of isolated Council houses and in both cases the water proved to
be unsatisfactory for drinking purposes. The Council decided %o
sink deep bores in both cases and tenders had been accepted for this
work for an early commencement.
(¢) Swimming Baths

No public swimming baths are provided in the district but the
pools at the Dunmow Primary School, Dunmow Sccondary Modern School,

Great Easton Primary School and Felsted School continued to be used
and & new one was provided at Stebbing School and came into use during
the summer. These were all inspected regularly and samples of the
water submitted for bacteriological examination all of which proved
satisfactory. In addition to the daily checks on the chlorine content
and acidity of the water by the schools staff a weekly check was made
by a Public Health Inspcector. High pH readings gave cause for concern
at three of the pools, this wes due to alkalinity of the water, which
above a certain level caused irritation to the eyes of the bathers.
The reason f'or the high level of alkalinity wasz found to be due to
continued use of a particular material for chlorination. It was
necessary to increase the acidity by adding sodium bisulphate to
secure a suitable pH reading to ensure confort for the bathers. iThere
chlorine producing pills were used in the pools this trouble was not
experienced.



Leec Valley ‘..‘at?r-ﬂumgw
Tap over sink, 1l Hagdalen Green, Thoxted

Chenieal Resylts in Parts Per Million VLl e
bAppearance: Clear and bright Turbidity: - Nil
Golour Mil Odour Nil
pH Taly Frec Carbon Dioxide 5 25
Blectric Conduetivity 810 Dissolved Solids dried at 180 5LO
Chlorine present as Chloride 36 Alkalinity as Caleciun Carbonate 290
Hordness: Total 510 Carbonate: 290 Non-carbonate: 120
Mitrate Witrogen 0.2 Nitrite Nitrogen approX.0.1
Armoniacal Nitrogen® ;001 Oxygen Absorbed 0.20
Albumineid Nitrogen® 0.00 Ecsidual Chlorine absent

Metals: Iron, Binc, Copper: sbsent
Lead: Mot detected (Less than
0.02)

“To convert to Ammonia multiply by 1.21

This sample is clear and bright in appearance, has a reaction slightly
on the alkeline side of neutrality and is free from metals, The water is
very hard in character but contzins no excess of mineral or saline constituents
in solution. It conflorms to the hishest standard of orgenic qualitys

These results indicate a pure and vholesone water, fron the aspect of
the chemical analysis. The high hardness will have disadvantages for uses
with scap. : .

21lst June, 1968 Counties Public Health Laboratories

=19 =




POPULATION IN TACH PARTSH HAVING HNATN WATER SUPPLY

: No. of Eﬂtiﬂ&;ﬂa No. of houses PESELEREEE W—EI
; = Houses {Eﬁdlﬁjﬁ-gn on madn:supply on ri.in supply

Lythorpe Roding 79 230 T3 213
Little Bardfield 90 251 72 206
Barnston 134 366 129 Beriler | i
Eroxted 200 577 195 560

Great Canfield 138 365 131 : 346 :
Little Canfield 116 3L5 111 340
Chiclmey 12 36 5 25
Great Dunmow 1,589 b, 3%, 1,545 4,238

Little Dunmow 137 Lol 128 : 350 i
Great. Baston 277 720 265 698
Little Easton 146 2 125 312
Felsted 827 2,937 192 2,870
Great Hallingbury 325 961 287 930
Little Hallingbury | L22 1,235 406 e
Hatfield Broesd OQak i 937 2,578 902 2,340
High Easter ! 217 : 508 201 563
High Roding 1, 419 r 139 338
Leaden Roding 119 b 118 346
Lindsell 79 207 Il 205
Margaret Roding 70 211 69 206
Stebbing L00 1,155 383 1,108
] Takeley 621 2,269 61 2,200
| Thaxted 783 2,09L 778 1,987
Tilty . 20 65 17 sl 2 55
s White Roding 126 356 118 320
8,008 23,450 7,682 22,296
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DRATNAGE AND SAMITATION

(a) Sewerage and Sewage Disposal
The report on this subject has been prepared by the Engineer

and Surveyor who is responsible for this service and I am grateful
to him for his assistance.

There are 1k sewage disposal works and 19 sewage pumping
gtations in the district ond also 6 sewage treatment plants on
Council House estates.
Connections to sewers

During the year 65 new properties were connected to the Council's
BEWErs.

Sewerarge Contracts
Lower Chelmer Valley Sewerage Scheme

This scheme was completed at the end of the year and Phase II
which deals with the trade waste from the sugar factory was in progress.
The formal opening of these works had to be deferred owing to the
waterlogged nature of the site and the formal opening will now take
place early in the New Year. i
Hatfield Heath Sewage Works

Congiderable difficulties were experienced at these works and

following a report by the sewerage Consultants concerning the over—
loading of the works, urgent steps were taken to put immediate
short term modifications in hand and these were in progress at the
end of the year.
Sewer, Mill Road, Felsted

The extension of the sewer in Mill Road was completed during the
years ;
(b) Pail Closct Conversion

3 applications werc made under Section L7 Public Health Act, 1936
for financial assistance in the conversion of pail closets to water

closets and in each casc the Council agreed to pay half of the
reasonable expense incurred. During the year 1 conversion was carried
out at a cost to the Council of £50.

(e¢) Cesspool Emptying : :

In 1967 the Council decided as a mattfer of policy to undertake
cesspocl emptying in the district. This was considered again when
tenders were cbtained and at the same time an estimate of the cost
of doing the work by direct labour was submitted. In view of the
economic situation and the request by Central Government to Local
Authorities to curb expenditure the provision of this service was
temporarily deferred, but was to be reconaidered early in 1969.




(d) Disposal of Farm astes
Intensive farming undoubtedly results in increased crops and

numbers of animals reared when compared with the more traditional
methods of farming, but it can also, unless very strictly controlled,
cause nuisancc from the increase in waste materials produced. Hore
animals result in more manure and there is often too little land
avallable on which to dispose of it. This is particularly sc where
there are intensive poultry and pig rearing units, and very considerable
nuisence ecan be caused if the manure is allowed to go septic before
spraying on land. It is difficult to recommend any method of disposal
which will not ereate a nuisance and several methods have been or

are going to be tried in this district. They include spraying on an
area of land reserved specifically for that purpose by using mobile
spraying equipment, retention of s0lid material in an underground
tenk and pumping the liquid to an open lagoon for oxidantion prior to
gpraying on the land and the third method of pumping the sclid and
liquid material to an open lagoon. One of the latter taking piggery
drainage gave rise to considerable nuisance from smell ond it was
arrenged that the owner would treat it with chlorine in the form of
bleaching powder in an attempt to abate the nuisance. This treatment
was carried out just as & spell of cold weather cccurred and, whilst
the nuisance was abated, we were unable to state if it was because

of the chlorination, tho change of iweather conditions or a combination
of boths I am of the opinion thaet the success of any of these

methods of disposal is a gamble as they can be as great o success

in some wventures as they can be failures in another. There is no
doubt that much more rcsearch has to be carried out in this field

of waste disposal.
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HOUSING

(a) Slunm Clearance

During the year under roview L unfit propertics were domolished
and 4 dwcllings made fit for human habitation. Domolition Ordors werc
nade in respoet of 3 dwellings and Undertakings worc acccpted in

respoet of 6 others. In respeet of one property the Owner did mot
coilply with the Demolition Order and as he lived awey from the distriet
asked the Counecil to arrangc for demolition. Tenders were cbtained
for this work, the building doemelished and the cost made a charge on
the oroperty to be defrayoed over an agrecd poriod.

Towards thc cnd of the ycar stops werc takon to incroasc progress
in dealing with unfit propertics in an ondeavour to conmplcto the
Council's original slum Clearanco Prngrmm'c at an carly datc.

(b) Remody of Defects and Disrepair to Private Houses

Following informal sction defceetas or disrcpair at 4 properties
wore attoended to by the owmors.

(e) Rent fiet, 1957

Ho. applications werc rcecivod for cortificates of Disrcpair.

Given below arc tabulatcd details of housing action taken during
the yoar:-

1l. Inspection of Dwelling lLouscs during the year

(1) (a) Total nurber of dwelling houses inspccted for housing
defeets (under Public Health or Housing Acts) L P

(b) Nupbor of inspcetions nade for the purposc . =ss 160

(2) (=) Nunber of dwelling houses (included under sub-hcad (1)
above) which werc inspccted and recorded under the
Housing Rogulations see 142

(b) Nurber of inspcotions nade for the purposc sse LG8

(3) Mumber of dwelling houscs found to be in a state so dangerous
or injurious to health as to be unfit for hunman habitation .. 7

(4.) Nunber of dwelling houses (exclusive of thosc referrcd to

under the preceding sub-head) found not to be in all
respoets reasonably fit for human habitation ees Mil

2. Renedy of Defects during the ycar without service of FPorncl Noticas

Number of defective dwelling houses rendercd fit in consequenco
of informal action by the Loeal Authority or their Officers ...

3« Action under Statutory Powers during the year

L = Procecdings under Public Health hcts, lﬁiﬁ and 1261

(1) Hurber of dwelling houscs in respect of which noticcs
werse served requiring defeets to be remedied -
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(2) Number of dwelling houses in which deccta were renedicd

after service of formal noticcos:
(a) By ommers
(b) By Local Authoritics in default

B = Proccedings under Scetions 9, 10 and

LN 1

of owners ses Nid

12 of the Housing het, 1967 : -

(1) Number of dwelling houses in respect
werc served requiring rcpairs

(2) Mumber of dwelling houses which were
service of formal notices:

(a) By owmers
(b) By Local Authoritics in default

§ = Progeedings undcr Scetions 16 and 23

of which notices

ses Nil
rondercd £fit after

TE -II-|=
of ovners ame M1l

of the Housing Act, 1957: -

(1) Muober of dwelling houscs in respect

of which

Denplition Orders were nado snan 3

: (2} Nurber of dwelling houscs denelished in pursuance
of Denclition Drders ses L
(3) Nunber of writton undertalkings acccpted ek 1

D = Proccodings undex Scctions 17, 19 and 27 of the Housing fAct, 1957:-

[1) Mumber of Closing Orders nade ses Nil
(2) Nunber of houscs denolished sss Nil
E = Proceedings undor Scction 27 of the Housing fet, 1957:-
(1) Mupher of Denolition Orders rovoked ans Nil
F - Proceadings under Scetion 28 of the Housing Aet, 1957:-
(1) HNumber of Closing Orders rovoked and Demolition Orders ..

substituted see Nil
G = Proceedings under Scction L2 of thce Housing Act, 1
(1) Munber of houses in confirmed elearance areas demolished ess Nid

H - Procecdings under Sections 34 and 53

of the Housing Act, 1957:-

(1) Licences in forece for temporary occupation e N1

lu ﬂvﬂrﬁroﬂdigﬁ = Part IV, Housing fAct, 1957

Mo action vas necessary during the year.

The information contained in the rensinder of this section on

Housing has been supplicd by the Engineer and Survoyors
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Council Housing

New Building during 1968 was as follows:=

Number of Council houscs completed PR T
Nurber of Council houscs under conatruction

at end of the year : ssa BB
Hunber of Council houscs approved but not

cormenced at opd of year . .o witn o HT0

The total nuober of houscs owned by the Counc:l.l t.t thi:r cnd of thn yoar uas:e=

Pre=Tar houscs i T
Cottages purchased post-war alnie 12
Post-war housca awad 039
1,72

Thé house by types arce as follows:-—
1-bed houses £2 oy D Pt ettt I
2-bed houscs sas 163
«+: 3-bed housecs g : e L
3-bed housc/shop i AL
L-bed houses ans 39
1-bed bungalows _ ees 93
2=bed bungalows | saa 193
-1=bed flots e i e N
2=bed flats O o S T

12 houscs havc been sold to tenants (7 pre-war and 5 post-war)

Housing /fipplications : oy

—m - -

Thore are 305 npﬂhce.tmns for Counc:l.l huuaes at 5131; D-:acmher.
Dunrrg the :,I'LELI"' there wore 71 re-lottings.

I SR .- . a5 . § bmos e e -y

Privnteo Hnusmﬁ

New Building during 1968 was as follows:=

Number of Privatc houses conpleted see 55
Nurber of housts built by other authoritics e TLL
Iunber of Privete houses under construction at

end of FL’E.I' L R 61
lutber of Private houscs with detail plans approved N :

but not commeonced at cnd of year asn 212
Muober of Private houscs covered by outline ﬁ.pprwals :

other than single houses- el SRR F e o
Number of conversions completed «se HNil
Nurber of conversions in progress at end of yecar sss 6
Number of EDIW’GI‘S:I.DIIB approved but not started L

Number of huuac:s under construction by other authoritics ... Nil
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Totol building since the tar

* The total munber of houscs built in the district aince the Var is:=

Council houscs = e L
Housing Associations R 12
Privote houscs R g T

Esscx County Council ves 30

2,952

Erants
Housing (Financinl Provisions) Aect, 1958
House Purchase and Housing fAet, 1959

Housing hets, 1961/196L Discrctionary  Standard

Grant Grant
Schencs Scheiics
a) Murber of Applications rcceived 9 25
{bi Number of Applications approved by Council 6 30
¢) Number of Improved dwellings resulting fron
works at (b) 6 30
d) Nupber of Inproved dwellings conpleted 13 22
e) Total anount involved in Grants approved £1,336
T) Actual anount paid in respeet of the
Standard Grant Schencs conplcted at (d) £l ,706

Since the issuec of grants began in 19495 the Council have approved
applications totalling £271,499 in respect of 1,077 propertics.

Agricultural Daellings
No applications for agricultural grants were made during the year.
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PUBLIC CLEANSING
Refuse Collection =nd Disposal and Vehicle laintenance

Staff 1 Foreman
1 Vehicle Mechanic
5 Driver/Loaders
10 Loaders
1 Tractor Driver
1 Fenale Paper Baler

Vehicles 2 Mo, Shelvoke & Drewry 50 cu. yd. Pakamatics
3 Hos Karrier 25 cu. yd. "Duel Tip"
1 o. Deanis 18 cu. yd. Paxit Ran Loader (lleserve)
1 No. Morris 1000 Picl=up Truck
1l No. Internaticnal B.T.D. 8 Drott crawler tractor
with 4 in 1 Bucket

Collection

For the first three months of the yeor the old. arrangements for. ..
refuse collection continued nonely a weekly service in Great Dunmow
and fortnighfly elséﬁhere. During this period arrangenents were being
made for the introduction of a weekly service for the whole of the
rural district and this came into effect on Honday lst April. It had
necessitated the purchase of 2 No. Shelvoke & Drewry 50 cu. yd.
Pzkanatics at a capital cost of £10,700 and employing initially
5 additional men. The refuse rounds were completely re-orgenised tﬂ-
enploy the two large wehicles on the larger more built-up willages
and two of the Harriers on the smaller and outlying villages. Tach
Pakanatic was staffed with a driver/loader and 3 loaders, one Karrder
with a driver/loader and 2 loaders, and a second Karrier with'a. . . ..+ .
driver/loader and a loader. is could be expected the new service was
not brought in without some teething troubles what with having new
vehicles, .new rounds and also a nurber of new nen but despite this
every round was completed esch day although a considerable anount
of overtine was necessary to achieve this. After a month's operation
it was found that whilst overtice had been considerably reduced a
point had been reached where further reduction was not possible on
certain rounds. The solution to this was found by putting one of
the two reserve vehicles (the Karrier) on the road full tine and
staffing the 3 Karriers each with a ﬂriverfianﬂer ond a loader. Sone
of the rounds where difficulty was experienced were reduced ond this
work done by the third Karrier which meant that it wns enployed full
tine on normal refusc collection for 3% days per week nnd the
rencining 15 doys it wns used to carry out special collections of
bulky donestic refuse which was undertaken at the same tine 2s the
weekly service wns storted. Tith this arrangement the difficulties
encountered in completing colleetions with other than nominal overtine
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were overoomé and the service settled dowvm for a time to run
comparatively smoothly.

On 2ith June the men were disgruntled with the bonus payment
and went on unofficicl strike following which their enployment was
ternineted. After eight doys with no refuse collection agrecment
was renched between the Council ond the Trade Union for the men to
return to work while discussions took place on = new bonus structure.
Mlegotiations took place and the Council and the Trade Union reached
o settlement on a completely new Lgreement and bonus structurc which
was to be subpitted to the Prices and Incomes Board for approval.

One disquieting problen on staffing was the amount of absenteeisn,
perticularly evident after the increase in the labour force and
more so in the last half of the year. In the periocd lst Jonuary -
30th June 53% ron days were lost through sickness and 6 days for no
reason, but in the period 1lst July - 31st December 38 days werc
lost through siclmess and 62 dnys for no particular reasen, MAs can
be imagined staffing the vehicles was at times extrenely difficult
and wes only pﬂssiblé. by the good will of the men who went out on
lorries undercrewed and worked lote to finish the rounds. The staffing
establishment allows for "one spare man" to cover for holidays,
sickness, etec., and while this was adequate up to lst April, it is
now very apparent that for considerable periods more than one spare man
is required and this has been, to sone extent, overcome by employing
temporary labour.

The new systen of collection, whereby a2 skep collection was dispensed
with and the bin collected from the rear of the house, erptied and
left just inside the boundnry of the property come in for criticism
from some householders but this nethod beecane generally accepted
albeit somewhat reluctantly. Vhilst this nethod does keep down the
cost of collection, it is hoped that the Council will in due course
look towards a paper sack system for the whole district.

Disposal

Controlled tipping continued at Merks Hill, Dunmow and the area
in use when the year opencd was filled by the end of February and the
final erea available on this site was brought into use. Very shallow
tipping - not more than 3'0" deep - took place in the first section
but as we pmgrassed.acmas the area tipping to o greater depth’
was practicable. To enable tipping to be carried out nearby 2,000
tons of soil which had in previous years been stockpiled on the site had

to be moved and it was found possible to exeavate a considerable



amount of inert material from the site to aet as primary covers

This work, in addition to the levelling of fresh refuse, w&édcarriad
out by the Council's owm crawler tractor which since its purchase in
August 1966 has proved to be wost satisfactory equipment. 4,500 tons
of soil were purchased at a sost of £500 for final cover tﬂl the
conpleted tip fron the local Beet Suger Factory. In addition a
considerable tonnage of s0il was brought onto the tip in use by

a Contractor on o nearby Housing Site and by other Contractors at

no ecost to the Council.

The problen renained thet tipping spece was only awvailable until
garly 19/0 and to obtain & new refuse tip wasz a natter of the utmost
inportance. Planning permission hod been refused the previous year
in respect of o 25 acre site at Thoxted and the Public Inguiry
wos deferred. L compulsory purchase order was made in respect of this
site so that an inquiry dealing with this and the planning appeal could
be heard at the sacse tine, and the Inguiry was to have been held on
12th December. Houwever the landovmer applied for and obtained planning
pernission to extract sand from sonme 15 ecres of land within a mile
of the appesl site and offered to allow the Couneil to refill the
excavation with refuse. An application for planning permission to do
30 was nade in Noverber and the Hinistrw'oi‘Housiné and Local Government
was asked to defer the Inguiry until after a decision had been made on
the plamning application for the altermative szite.

Salvage

Waste paper continued to be baled as in the latter part of the
provious year on piece work at a rate per bale., It is found that with
this method loose peper is not allowed to accunulate in the store, it
being baled the day after it is brought in.

63 tons 17 owts. were sent to the Mills resulting in a gross
incone of £546 15s.9d.

Litter

The fnti-Litter Canmpaign which had been organised in recent years
wias discontinued with the advent of the weekly collection of refuscs
I free collection of bulky domestic refuse is now available on regquest
throughout the year, which should be an improvenent over the previous
arrangenents where accumulations of this materisl had to be stored
until collection was arranged in June or July. During the period’
the new service was in operation over 100 collections were node.

3 additional litter baskcts werccrected during the year and 4
replacements provided. There are now 93 litter baskets which have
been erected in the distriet by the Council.
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Litter is removed regularly from 8 lay-bys on the public
highuay on behalf of the County Highways Departnent vhich resulted
in an income of £33 lGs. 0d. for the service provided.

Abandoned Vehicles

The arrangements for the removal of zbandoned vehicles continued
to work smoothly and 5 coars, 1 lorry and 1 carcvan were renoved and
eventually broken up.

It was reported last year that under the Civie Amenities it 1967
arrangenents had been mode for residents of the district to dump old
cars free of charge at two car breakers yards. Only two enquiries
were made of this service hovever despite the publicity given.

Public Convenicnces

As in previous years the Council paintain public conveniences
at Great Dunnow, Thaxted, Felsted and Hatfield Heath a2ll of vhich
are cleaned by part time staff,

It is strange hov certain individuals aepperently get enjoyment
from danpaging these buildings. Vindows and door furniture are
regularly broken and the polystyrenc ceiling tiles, which were used
to help reduce frost demage, are nelted by holding lighted natehes
or cigarette lighters under then. BEwen the letters denoting the men's

and women's sections are removed. The interdior and exiterior of the

Hatfield Heath conveniences were redecorated in the futumn.

Vehicle Laintenance

In addition to the wehicles cnmumerated at the beginning of the
Public Cleanaing Section the Mechanie is also responsible for the
maintenance of 2 Land Rovers, 1 Ford Treonsit Van, 1 Horris 1000 Van,
1 Fordson Dexta Tractor =nd miscellancous mobile pumps and grass
cutting equipment opereted by the Engineer and Surveyor's Departnent.

Apart from routine maintenance and servicing the following major
work was carried out during the year.

l. Replacement of hopper floor in Dennis Paxit.

2« DOverhaul of engine in Karrier 2.

3« Major overhaul of' engine, including replocing broken
erankshaft, new bearings,; replacing cylinder liners
and pistons in Karrier 3.

L. Overhauling hydraulic ranms snd tipping gear on Karrier 3.

5. Renewing electrical system of International Drott
followding fire from electrical fault.

6. Replacing tracks, rollers, sprockets and idlers on
Internotional Drott.

f« Replacing gear box in Karrier L.

8. Replacing clutch in Karriers 3 and L and long wheel
base Land Rover.

9. Complete overhaul of two rmwbile scwage punps.
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The only work carried out by outside contractors are such things
as cylinder boring and crankshalt grinding. Sending the Mechanie
to Perkins Bngines for a one week coursc on engines has certainly
proved most beneficial to the Council in view of the amount of work
which hnd to be done to the engines of the vehicles this year.

Ong of the tioe consuming jobs with vehicle maintenance is
petting the spares, for whilst we receive very good service on the ...
while there are the odd parts vhich have to be obtained from the
nanufacturer and when we are told that the part cannot be sent for a
weck because the computer has to be proframmed then one wonders how
mich progress has becn mpade in this electronic age. 0On one occasion
a refuse vehicle was off the romd for = weck because we were unable to
obtain & small part locally, the cost of the part when it conme was
12/6d. I must say, however, that the distributors of the najority of
our wvehicles give & good spares service and they connot be expected
to keep every spare of every type of vehicle for which they are agent.

I must'also express my appreciation to certain of the local
gorages and plant operators who have helped us out, by loaning special
tools which we do not possess, on the odd occasions we have required
them.




INSPECTION OF THE DISTRICT

The Council's Public Health Inspectors made 3,696 visits and
inspections in the course of the year. Details of these are given below:-

Complaints received and investigated e LR
-!Epmeqtiona under Housing Acts
Housing inspections v oees 47
Housing applications verified S
Housing applications verified for other :
local authorities . aws 16

Inspections under Public Health Acts

Caravan Sites sue 146
Offensive accumilations e - ol K7
Water supplies sas 18
Drainage, cesspools, etc. : vae 141
Ponds, ditches and watercourses e A8
Refuse Collection and Disposal _ ses 200
Infecticus Disease Prevention

Visits to private houses ess D
Factories, Shops and Schools

PFactories sl
Schools soa 10
Food and Drugs Act

Slaughterhouses PO 1
Bakehouses soe 5
Cafes, restaurants and canteens PR 4
Hotels =nd Public Houses 2 5
Dairies and Hilk Roundsmen ses 1
Cther Food Premises (Grocers etc.) S
Sampling

Water e 30
Other Foods nin 1
Rodent Control

Visits ass 155
Treatments aee 142
Clean Air Act

Visits ven 2
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Petroleum Regulations
Licensing end Pressure and Seecpage tests

Swimming Pools
8will Bailing Fﬂanﬁs

- Meat Inspection visits
Animal Boarding Establishments

Offices, Shops and Railway Premises
Searches

Nuisances Detected and Notices Served

Nuisances detected

Informal notices served

Motices outstanding lst Jamuary, 1968
Notices outstanding 31st December, 1968
Statutory Notices served

Legal Proceedings
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INSPECTIC AND SUPERVISICN OF FOOD

Heat Inspection

iAs in the past slaughtering was carried out at the Dunmow Flitch
Bacon Factory, the Hatfield Heath Abettoir and at 5 smaller
estoblishnents. At one obher licensed slaughterhouse no slaughtering

was carried out and it appears doubtful if it will be used agein.

The majority of meat inspection was carried out at the Bacon
Factory and the Abattoir and to a lesser extent at Messrs. Archer and
Low, slaughterhouse in Dunmow,

- The number of aninals inspected again showed an increase over
the previous year from 115,864 to 134,078 which is a rise of
18,214 almost three tines the previous yoors increase. It is
intercsting to note that twice the murber of animals were slaughtered
and inspected as in 1961. :
: Three full time Authorised leat Inspectors were employed but
due to vacanciecs on the staff for a pepied of 15 weeks only two
were available and zssistance wms g,'iven by Public Health Inspectors
ill addition to the regular moat inspection which these officers carry
out on one day every week.



Carcases inspected and condermed:

-

Cattle
exols
Cows

Cows

Calves

Sheep

Lanbsa

lHo. Slaughtered

I'o. Inspected

£1] diseases except
Tuberculosis and
Cysticorel

Whole corcnsces condermed

Coarcases of which sone part
or organ was condermed

Percentage of the number
inspeeted affected with
disense other than
tuberculosis and
cysticerci

Tuberculosis only

Yhole earenses condeponed
Carcoses of which some part
or orghn was condeimed

Percentoge of the nunber
inspe cted affected with
tuberculosis

LCysticercosis

Carcases of vhich sone part
or organ s condemmed

Coareases subnitted to
treatiient by refrigeration

9,603
9,603

1,825

19.0L

102

3 102

20

19.61

015

13,019

13,019

455

355

111,275
111,275

8,925

8.1

1,058

0.95

Generalised and totally condemmed E

Pigs which arrived dead or died in lairs werc examined for scheduled diseases
but vere not inspected.
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Slaughterhouses

£A11 the licensed slaughterhouses are inspected by the Public
Health Inspectors at fortnightly intervals, although with the larger
prenises these visits are of'ten nore frequent. The Veterinary Officer
of the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food nakes advisory
visits at quarterly intervals. There has undoultedly continued to
be a general inprovernent in the standard of hygiene at all the preniscs
due in no snall part to the goodwill and co=operation of the slaughter-
house ocecupiers.

The disposal of blood has caused a problen at one large slaughter-
house., It is collected by cesspool emptier but sone smell nuisance
wag caused during enptying, and the sxthauster funes were passed
through a chenical de-odourising compound which alleviated the nuisance.
This nmethod of disposal was proving extrenely costly and the conpany
operating the slaughterhouse was investigating the possibility of
installing a blood dewatering plant, which would reduce the water
content of the blood by 79% and so reduce the final amount to be
dealt with.
Hnackers Yard

The cpne knackers yard in use in the district, which is at Little
Hallingbury, continued to be run in a most satisfactory ncnner.
The atatutory returns under the slaughter of Animals (Prevention of
Cruelty) Regulations, 1958 showed that 33 horses, 321 cattle, and
1,453 pigs, calves and sheep were slaughtered there during the year,
Licensing

The nurber of licences in force at the end of the year wna:=

Private Slaughterhouses &

Knackers' Yard L
Licensed Slaughtermen 38
Fane Denlers 7

Other Food

Food Hygiene {Harkets, Stalls and Delivery Vehicles) Anendnent
Regulations 19

9 inspections were nade of delivery wvehicles troding in the

district and the owners of 6 vehicles were inforued of mntters which
required attention to ensure compliance with the above Regulations.
A8 2 result of this action 3 wvehicles had been brought up to the
required standard.
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During the course of thc year the following foodstuffs were
found to be unfit for huiaen consunption and were condeoned.

1 x 28 1b. box currcnts

x 10% 1b. tins cooked han

5 1b. tin corned beef

L 1b. tin jellied veal

10 1b. tin pigs ldver

k 1b. tin pork luncheon nent
26 1b, box frozen beef kidneys
322 x 12 boxes lettuce

1,115 prekets various frozen foods

[ S S N S SR
MH M HEHM

Two prosecutions were token during the year under Section 2 Food
and Drugs Act 1955 in respect of food which was not of the nature,
or not of the substance or not of the quolity dencnded. The first
involved the sale of a bread roll vwhich contained a rusty nail and
the person cating the roll setunlly hod the nail in her nouth; the
second concerned a bottle of soft drink which wes found to contain
pieces of glass in the bottle. The Court found for the Council in
both cases snd inmposed fines of £10 and £20 plus costs of £2
respectively.

Proceedings were pendin; at the end of the year in respect of
the sale of frozen pork sliees which were nouldy and in an unsound
condition.

I commented last year on the overloading of deep freeze storage
cobinets and this is still evident on occasions. The entire contents
of two deep freeze cobinets were condenned but this wes the result
of breakdowns of the freczing couipnent. a
Ice Credn :

Therc are 128 premises registered under Section 16 Food and Drugs

fect 1955 for the storoge and sale of ice crean.

Food prenises by type of Business

Grocers and General Provisions ' e 7
Brecd and Confectionery ass 12
Butchers. LS ok e . e o o
Greengrocers and Fruiterers - ses b i
Pishnongers sas D
Sweets .y e
Cafes and Restourants - ase 24
Public Houses and Hotels bl
Works Canteens .
School Canteens and Cooking Centres Pl et

Included in the abowve lists cre the following premises as registered
under Section 16 of the Food and Drugs fct 1955:-—
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Fish Fr'ﬁfinﬁ' saa 3
Hanufacture of sausages and preserved food ssa 18

Food Processin: Preiises

Sucet Factory : gl
Bacon Curing Factory ess 1
Beot Sugar Factory PPt |
Brewery ess 1
Egg Pockers see 2
Banana Ripening Plant e |

llaste Food

At the beginning of the year the following premises in the district
were licensed for the boiling of waste food for aninel feeding
under the Diseases of Aninnls (/aste Foods) Order 1957.

Clarenont, Hatfizld Heath - Mr. iAnderson
Bridgefoot Parn, Hatfield Broad Oak - Mr. C. Hockley

The latter premises wos removed from the register in Decenber
a3 the boiling of waste food was discontinued.

The owner of one farm considered setting up o swill boiling
plant but after he had been ndvised of the licence conditions and
improvenents necessary to his prenises, he decided not to proceed
with hi= application,
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ATMOSPHERIC POLLUTTGY

Complaints were received of obnoxious odour from chemieal

processing in Dunmow. The source of the nuisance was found to be the
processing of o particular cherdecal and this only occcurred ot
infrequent interwvnls. The company concerned apprecizted the problen
and took steps to alleviate the muiscnce but when these proved to be
inndequate, thcy discontinued the process.

Details were submitted to the Departniont in respect of two
proposéd boiler installations which involved the heights of the
chirmeys to be provided. One proposcl was found to be satisfactory
and in the other the applicant agreed to cnmend it to meot our requirenents.
CONTROL OF INFECTION

Visits were nade as found necessary te private houses following

cnses of Inflectious Disesse. In tho case of one person suffering fronm
o Selmonella infeetion it was necessory to submit 60 faecel samples
for laboratory investigation owver 2 period of seven nonths before the
required 6 consecutive nogative sanples were cbtained to enable the
peraon to return to eoploynent.

DISINFESTATI O

One case of bed bugs was brought to our attention and disinfestation
wes carried out.
NOLSE [LB.TEMENT

Two Public Health Inspectors attended a course of evening lectures
nt the Mid-Essex Technical Collepge, Chelunsford, which had been arranged
following the publication by the Ministry of Housing and Local Government
of Cireular 22/67 on Noise and Industrial Noise.

Complaints were reccived of 2 noise nuisance ot Little Hallingbury
which was found to be caused by an excevator at a gravel working. Vhen
traversing the bucket o high pitched squenldng of the swing elutch
cecurred and this continual noise proved to be unbeareble to sone
nearby residents. Following representations to the ovmer of the machine,
the manufacturers corried out on inspection, discovered the fault and
on the owners instructions rectified it, ouch to the appreciation of

the comploinantsa.
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FETROLEUK

At the end of the year the following licences were in force:-
Storage of petroleun spirit 163
Storage of petroleun nixtures 1"
Storage of ealeiun ecarbideo 2
L new installations were brought into use after passing a
pressure test and complying with the Couneil's licensing conditions.

3 installations were taoken out of use when the tanks were filled with
wealk nmix concrete and the pipelines and electrical scrvices discnnneﬁtoﬂ,
Testing of tanks installed for over 30 years which was coimenced

in 1967 was completed during the year under review and a further 13
tanks were pressure tested 1 of which wos found to be leaking and was
taken out of use and made safe. This brought the total of tanks so
teated to 34 of vhich 11 were found to be lealdng and at L more there
were leaking suction or ventilation pipes. The results of our E
investigations being proved justified a start was nade on testing
tanks which had béen in situ for between 20 and 30 years, by the end
of the year 8 of the 17 installations involved had been examined and
2ll proved satisfactory.

The Hone Office published a revised Hodel Code of Prineiples of
Construction and Licensing Conditions for Can Stores and Petrol Filling
Stations which the Council adopted in Noveiber. Vhilst some standords
are raised & nuober are, in ny opinion, definitely lowered and will prove
to be a retrograde step. I particularly refer to the suggestion that
tanks nay in certain circumstances be set in sand alone ~nd in view of
our experience of leaking tanks and the possibility of their lifting due
to inadequate anchorage, I had no hesitation in recomnending the Council
to insist on a 6" sulphote resisting concrete surround which wes accepted.

In view of the new Model Code it is proposed to inspect every
installation during the coning year to ascertein how they comply with the
revised standards, and 21l licence holders with electrically operated
punps will be required to submit 2 report by an approved clectrician
on the electrical installation with their next spplication for renewal
of licence,
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OFFICES, SHOPS AND RATL AY PREMISES

Steady progress continued to be made of the inspection of premises
coring within the purview of the 0ffices, Shops and Railwoy Premises
fet, 1963. 7 preinises werc newly registered during the year bringing
the total of registerecd prenises in the distriet to 117. 24 registered
prenises received one or nore inspections and the totel visitz mnde
was 48, Of the 117 premises, 114 have received a general inspection.
505 persons are employed on these premises an increase of 45 over the
previous year. Contraventions of the Aet were of a ninor nature,

Heo anceidents were reported.

Proposals were received of the estoblishnent of an unattended
coin-opercted laundry and dry cleaners. Ve were concerned about
the removal of the funes given off by the cleaning fluids and that
an adequate nunber of air changes per hour would be providesd, also
that proper hanging rails would be provided with a positive flow of
air over then to renove funes from the clothes, and that the duct
tokding funes to the external air was in onc continucus length where
it passed through the boiler roon. Agrecment on these matters was
reached with the Surveyors acting for the developer and the proposals

were. then accepted.
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ANTIIAL  BOLRDING FESTLBLISHMENTS

The Aninel Boarding Establishments Act, 1963 came into force
on 1st January, 1964. Standord conditions were approved by the

1
i
i

3
k

Couneil and following a prior inspection prenises were licensed
a8 under:

Benhooks Kennels, Oxen End, Little Bardfield

The Chestnuts, Latchmore Bank, Little Hallingbury
lhitedale, Canficld Road, Takelcy

ormandale Farnm, Great Hallingbury

Paddocks, rights Green, Litile Hallingbury
ILippletree Cotiage, Gaston Green, Little Hallingbury
Simpkins, Lindscll.

The Serap Metal Dealers fct, 1964 cane into foree on 1lst April,
1965. This requires all dealers to be ropgistered. The nunber
registered is 1h.

ROPENT _ CONTROL

The oontrol of rats and nice was carricd out as in the previous
year with the Cleansing Forenan acting in o part=tine capacity as
rodent operator, with the Public Health Inspectors also wvisiting
and giving advice wherc it vas necded. Infestations by both rodents showed
a narked decline over 1967. 142 rat and 13 nice infestations were
notified and inspeccted and in addition 147 other properties were
inspected. 465 packets of poison were issued and 27 precises were
treated by the Council's staff.

The Gouncil's refuse tip was treated when nccessary but this was
found to be very rarely inflested. All the Council's sewage disposal
works are regularly treated by the Engineer and Surveyor's staff.
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The following details of action taken under the Prevention of Denage
by Pests fict, 1949 arc given in the form required by the Hinistry of

Agrieulture, Fisheries and Food:=

Type of Property
e B ik N R R R ; -3
Dwelling Agri=-
Houses cultural ?;3?1
(i1i) (iii)
Number of properties in Area 4,008 250 8,596
Preaises inspected as a result
of notification 155 - 155
Premises inspected as 2 result
{ of SBurvey under the Act - L =
Total nunber of inspections
{including re-inspections and i
inspeetions prinarily for other | .
i pesse) 147 -t g
i Funber of properties found to be § l
infested with rats (common rats) 142 E - 142
+
Hejor inflestations - - -
Minor infestations 2 - W2
Nuober of properties found to
Ihe seriously infested with mice - - -
{Nunber of infested preidises
treated by the Couneil's Publie
Health Inspectors 12 - 12
Nuober of notices servoed under
Secticon 4 of the Act = = =
i




FACTORTES

Particulars of the premises registered by the Council under the Factories Act,
11961, and the inspections rade are to be found as followa:=-

‘1. INSPECTIONS for the purposc of provisions as to henlth (including inspections

‘nade by Public Health Inspectors).

1 Prenises

Nurmber on
Lkegistor

Inspections

Written
Hotices

Occupiers
Prosccuted

¥ (i) Poctories in which sections
1 1, 2, 3, 4 and 6 are to be
i enforced by local cuthorities

! (ii) Tactories not included in
' (i) in vhich Section 7 is
enforced by local authorities

P(iii) Other premises in which
: Seetion 7 is enforced by
loecal authorities
(exeluding out-workcrs

prenises) '

L5

81

10

126

16

-

S e

E e

CASES in which DEFECTS were found

gere found

Nurber of cascs in which defects

Mucher of
cases in
which prosc-—

Particulars
Found

Remedied

Referred

eutions werc
instituted

to H, H.
Inspcctor

by H. M.
Inspector

|¥ant of Cleanliness (S.1)
rowding (S.2) -

sonable tenperaturc (S5.3)
guate ventilation (S.4.)
[fective drainage of

P floors (S.6) =
Samitary conveniences (8.7)
) Insufficient =
o) Unsuitable or defective -
€) Not separate for sexcs -
'*._:" offences (not ineluding
ﬂé?”' es relating to out-

| -:-:E.',i q3 1"3-} g

1 111

-

Totals

E%twvrkqgg Section 133

1 notification of outworkeors was reocoived.




CLEAVANS and other MOVEABLE INELLINGS

I comnented last yecar on the appeal by the owmers of a Caravan Site
at Takeley to the lagistrates against the Couneil's Liecence Conditions.
The Appellants gave notice of Appeal to the High Court and after
correspondence over a period of some 3% months the Appeal was withdrawm
in April, beforc it reached the Court and the Owmers then proceeded to
obtain tenderz to carry out the work showm on the plans spproved in

1967. Progress was however very slow and as no work had commenced by
the cnd of the year the Council agreed to prosecute and sumnons were
served to be heard in January 1969. So the saga of this site continues
into another year, but I hope to bec able in my next Report to say that
the natter has been satisfactorily resolved.

At another large site in Takeley the work necessary to comply
with the licence conditions was well advanced and only the completion
of the hardstandings by covering the land between the concrete strips
with concrete in situ or slabs remained outstanding. New roads,
footpaths, sewers, drains, weter mains and sanitary accommodation
having been provided the site was well equipped and maintained.

Legal proceedings were taken against two land owners for allowing
land at Aythorpe Roding and Great Canfield to be used as caravan
sites without the requisite licence. In the first case the defendant
was given a conditional discharge and the Council awarded costs and
the second instance the land owner was fined £10 and costs awarded
to the Council. Despite press publieity nf these cases, caravans

still continue to appear on land in respeect of which neither a site
licence or planning permission is in force.

The itinerant caravan dwellers continue to be with us, many of
whom despoil the countryside with the litter, garbage and offensive
material they leave behind. Our efforts to deal with this problem
were not helped by the Circular from the linistry of Housing and
Loeal Government suggesting that these types of dwellers should not
be moved on. It is a well lmown fact thet if the itinerant sorap
dealer is allowed to settle on a site he soon becomes a permanent




fixture and is very difficult to move. A scrap yard develops which
rapidly becomes an eyesore and a source of annoyance to the
inhabitants of nearby property and the standards of hygiene leave
a great deal to be desired.

Discussions took place between Members and Officers of the
Council and Members and 0fficers of the Essex County Council Welfare
Committee relating to the finding of land suitable for development as
caravan sites for gypsies. The Rural Council was to suggest possible
sites to the County Council which would purchase and develop them
the responsibility for their menagement resting with the Rural Counecil.
Three sites were initially considered at Takeley, Stebbing and
Aythorpe Roding but for various reasons were considered unsuitable.
Alternative sites were being looked at when the year closed, but
the provision of land for this purpose was proving to be extremely
difficult.

Parishes Sites | Caravans | Tents | Huts
Barnston 3 3 = =
Broxted 2 2 - -

l Little Canfield 98 1 - -
Chickney L 1 - -
Great Dunmow o 3 - -
Great Easton 1 : al - -
Fel=ted 2 2 - 1
Great Hallingbury 2 3 - -
Hatfield Broad Oak 1 L - -
Leaden Roding 1 7 - -
Lindsell 1 1 (5 =
Stebbing Tark 10 - -
Takeley 10 : 2n7 | - =
Thaxted 3 Tt &
White Roding I = B

Totals 39 288 = 1

- L7 =




- BYELAWS

The following is o 1list of the Council's Byelaws now in force:=-

Byelaws with respeet to new strects.

Byelaws for the Handling, Wrapping and Delivery of Food
and Sale of Food in the Open Lir,

Eyelaws for the sanitary conditions and nanagement of
private slaughtorhouses.

Byelaws for the sanitary conditions, nansgenent and
keeping of records for Knackeérs'! Yards.

Byolaws as to Hairdresscors and Barbors.

NEW _ LEGISLATION

The following legislation affeeting the Council or of interest
to thenh wes passed during the jear:=""" . °°°° R

Caravens Aet 1968
Clean Air Act 1968
Transport fiet 1968
Inported Pood Rogulations 1968

................




OTHER PUBLIC HEALTH MATTERS

Milk

2 inspeetions were made of dairies in the District.

There are 23 persons registered in the District as Distributors
of Milk and 10 Dairies (not being Dairy Farms) were also registered.
Burizl of the Dead

No burials were arranged during the year under the provision of
Section 50 of the National Assistance Act, 1558. A4 total of 22
burials has been arranged by the Council since the passing of the
Aet,

Bakehouses

The number of bakehouses in operation at the end of the year
was B,

Massage or Special Treatment

The Essex County Council licensed the following establishments
for massage or special treatment in this District:-

Re. A. Roper Ltd., 9 High Street, Great Dunmow.
s S. HeConlkey, 25 High Street, Great Dunwow.
Miss D. N. Perreau, 23 Stortford Road, Great Dunmow,

These premises are inspected at least once a year prier to
licensing.












