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Fublic Health Qffices,
Town Hall,
Braintree
May, 1955

Mr Chairmen, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to present this Anmual Report on the Health and
Vital Statistics of your District for the year 1954,

The report shows that once again the year has been one of good
health,

Sanction has been given for the putting in hand of the schemes for
gewerage and sewage disposal for Takeley ond Little Hallingbury and it seems
that sanction for the same work at Barnston may not be long delayed,

The main problem at present is the formation of a scheme for the
dealing with and clearance of dwellings of the lowest category., Little can be
done without provision being made for the rehousing of tenants, who, it seems
must be mostly rehoused by the Council in their houses,

In the meantime, every encouragement is being given to owners to
reconstruct their property with the aid of grants, There must, for many years,
remain =small cottages without many modern conveniences, As these will be the
cnly houses in the future that can be let at low rents, they will remain of
value to the district, but they must be kept under constant supervision and
maintained in a condition that is not prejudicial to good health,

The writing of this report constitutes my last duty after having
served the Council for over twe years, May I, therefore, take the opportunity
of thanking the Committee for the kindness and consideration that they have shown
me end commend to them those members of their Staff with whom I have had such a
happy association,

I am, Mr Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Your Obedient Servant,
J o 3¢ RANSON

ledical Officer of Health



1. STATISTICS AND LOCAL CONDITIONS

OF THE AREA

Area (in acres)

LR ]

Population (Registrar General!s estimate)

Number of houses according to rate bocka
(of which 218 were empty on 10th October)

Rateable value

Sum represented by a penmy rate (estimated)

Live Births
Total
Legitimate 297
Illegitimate 14
Still Births 7

Male

155
6

2

Female
142
8
=

Birth rate per 1,000 of estimated resident population
Birth rate corrected by comparability figure of 1,05

Still birth rate per 1,000 live and still births

Deaths (Registror General's estimate)

Death rate per 1,000 resident population
Death rote corrected by comparability figure of ,82

Deaths of infants under 1 year of age

Death rate of infents under 1 year of age per 1,000 live

births

Death rate of legitimate infants per 1,000 legitimate live

births

Death rate of illegitimate infants per 1,000 illegitimate live

births
Deaths from Cancer (ell ages)
Deaths from Measles (all ages)

Deaths from Whooping Cough (all ages)

i

LN

- wa

72,511
19,250
6,250

£97,192
£4,00

R.D.C,

16,15
16,957
22,01

192
9.9
8.1

22,5
16,8

142,8
29



DEATHS AT VARIQUS AGE GROUPS DURING 195

(Registered and Tronsferred)

Age Group Registered | No, of Deaths
E’ Transferred
1

Under 1 year 2 5
1 and under 2 years - 1
2 and under 5 years - -
5 and under 15 years - o
15 and under 25 years - 3
25 and under 35 years - 1
35 and under 45 years 1 6
45 and under 55 years & 2
55 and under 65 years 7 9
65 end under 75 years 23 25
75 and upwards 6L 3
Total 100 92




The Table below was compiled fram figures supplied by the Registrar-General and the
Classification is given under thirty-six headings based on the Abbreviated List of
Internaticnal Statistical Classification of Diseases, Injuries end Cemses of Death, 1

DEATHS FROM ALL CAUSES, 1954

Cause of death

:

Fem

1.
2.
3
b,

64

7o
8.

10.
1.
12.
13.
14,
15.
16,
17,
18.
19.
20,
21,

23,

25.
26,
27.
28,
29.
30.
3.
32,
35
3.
5
36.

Tuberculosis, respiratory
Tuberculosis, other

Syphilitic disease

Diphtheria

Whooping Cough

Meningococcal infections

Acute poliomyelitis

Measles

Other infective and parasitic diseases
Malignont neoplasm, stomach
Malignant neoplasm, lung, bronchus
Malignent neoplasm, breast
Malignant neoplaam, uterus

Other malignant and lymphatic neoplasms

Leukaemia, aleukoemia

Diabetes

Vasculer lesions of nervous system
Corcnary disease, engina
Hypertension with heart disease
Other heart disease

Other circulatory disease
Influenza

Pneumcnia

Bronchitis

Other diseases of respiratory system
Ulcer of stomach end duodernum
Gastritis, enteritis and diarrhcea
Nephritis end nephrosis
Hyperplasia of prostate

Pregancy, childbirth, abortion
Congenital malformations

Other defined and ill-defined diseases
Motor wehicle accidents

All other accidents

Suicide

Homicide and operations of war
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2. FREVALENCE AND CONTROL OVER INFECTIQUS

AND OTHER DISELSES

Cases of Infectious Disease notified in 1954.:-

d Total cases Cases admitted Total

notified to Hospital Deaths
Scarlet Fever 7 1 =
Whooping Cough 106 - =
Measles 9 - -
Acute Encephalitis 1 1 -
Acute Pneumcnia 21 1 -
Dysentery 3 1 =
Erysipelas 3 =3 .
Puerperal Pyrexia 1 - =
Infective Hepatitis 14 - -
Totals i 165 I -

ernd Poisoning

There were no notifications of Food Poisconing during 1954,



TUBERCULOSIS = CASES NOTIFIED DURING

1954
Age Periods Pulmonary l Non=pulmonary

Male Fenale Male Femal

Under 1 year - - - -

1 and under 5 years - 2 - -

5 and under 10 years - - 1 -
10 and under 15 years 1 - - -

15 and under 20 years - 1 - -

20 end under 25 years 1 - - 1

25 end under 35 years 2 - = o
35 and under L5 years - - - -

L5 and under 55 years 4 1 - -

55 and under 65 years - 1 = -

65 and upwards 1 4 a .
Tota_'l.sj 9 6 ’ 1 13

I

Of these cases 4 were cases re-notified on taking up residence in this Distriet,

DEATHS FROM TUEBERCULOSIS

Pulmonexry s Male 1
Female -
Non=pulmonary e Male —
Female - 3
-
Total: 1
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i A FERSONS IN NEED OF CARE AND
ATTENTION

tional Assistance Act, 1948, seetion L7

During the year the Council considered the circumstances of the following

P T e

‘aged people who were in need of proper care and attention:-

1 S

a man aged 71 years at Broxted

a man aged 82 years at Stebbing

a wanman aged 78 years at Thaxted

two women aged 86 and 79 living together at Thaxted,

The man at Broxted entered St James' Hospital, Saffron Walden eand the man
:at Stebbing entered St Michael's Hospital, Braintree, both voluntarily,

Application was made to the Courts for an order under Secticn 47 for the
removal of the women at Thaxted. The order was granted and she was taken to
Haymead's Hospital, Bishop's Stortford, for a period of three months, During her
J:hbsenca her cottage was cleaned up and she went hame after her discharge firom
hospital,

J Application was alsc made to the Courts for a Section 47 order for the
?wo wamen living together and the order was grarted, The elder woman was blind and
iﬂa removed to Haymead's Hospital, Bishop's Stortford, and the other was taken to
é‘b James! Hospital, Saffron Walden, where they still remain, Although neither
?ished to be moved it is understood that they have settled down in their new hames,

3
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Public Health Department
The Council Offices
Dunmow

» 1955
Mr Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I beg to present to you the annual report of the work of the
Department during the yeer of 1954,

Once again the year was a record cne for the completion of houses,
185 houses being completed which was en increase of 33 over the previous year.
The total number of private houses completed, 64, was the highest for eny year
since the war and points the way to the increased part that private building is
now taking in house erection especially since the end of building licensing in
November, 121 Council houses were completed showing an increase of 10 over the
previous year,

With the decrease in council building expected in 1955 will come
the re-starting of a slum clearance campaign and the placing of greater emphasis
on the repair and improvement of existing dwellings, under the provisions of the
Housing Repairs and Rents Act, 1954. The Minister has asked for a detailed
statement on the progress made on slum clearance tc be included in this and future
annual reports as was done before the War,

The new borehole at Armitage Bridge, Thaxted, came into operation
during the year and main laying under Contract P,L.16 was completed, Work
commenced con the new 250,000 gallon water tower at High Easter and also on the
final main laying cc::-ntract P,L,17, under the Council's Comprehensive scheme, 4
These contracts will ccmplete the Council's proposals with the exception of water
sof'tening installations for which Ministry approval was still awaited,

The modernisation of Great Durmow Sewage Works and the enlargement
of Felsted Sewage Works was completed during the year, It was not possible to
start actual construction work on any sewerage schemes by the end of the year
although a number of them had reached contract document stage, It is hoped that
starting dates for the Upper Chelmer Valley; Takeley; Little Hallingbury and
Barnston schemes will be given in 1955,

i

The inspection of houses for the slum clearance and repair schemes !
menticned above continued,

The meat inspection duties of the department increased during the
year with the abolition of meat rationing in July, With the Bacon Factory and
the 7 private slaughter-houses it was necessary for scme 79,500 carcases to be
inspected to maintain the 100% inspection of all animals killed,

"""'H"r‘_i-

There was no change in the staff of the Department during the year
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SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA

WATER
The water supplies in the area were adequate and were cbtained fram
the Coumcil's boreholes at Mill Lene, Great Dunmow, and Borough Bridge and Armitage
Bridge, Thaxted, The parishes of Hatfield Broad Osk, Great Hallingbury and Little
Hallingbury were supplied by the Herts and Essex Water Company,
19 samples were taken during the year for bactericlogical and chemical
examination and these were found to be satisfactory. Reports on four of these

samples by the Counties Public Health Leaboratories appear below:- l

Dunmow Pumping Station supply n

Tap in Durmow pumping house - Borehcle supply for public use
Chemical Results in Parts

per Million
Appearance: Clear and bright Turbidity: Nil
Colour: Nil Odour: Nil
jo)a! Ts2 Free Carbon Dicxide: 29
Electric Conductivity: 710 Total Solids: 475
Chlorine present as Chloride: L5 Alkalinity as Calcium Carbonate: 310
Hardness: Total 325 Carbonate 310 Nen-Carbenate 15
Nitrate Nitrogen: 0,0 Nitrite Nitrogen: less than 0,01
Ammoniacal Nitrogen: 0,000 Oxygen fbsorbed: 0,05
Albuminoid Nitrogen: 0,000 Residual Chlorine: 0,07

Metals: Absent
Bactericlogical Results

No. of Colonies developing 1 day at 37°C 2 days at 37°C 3 days at EG';%
on Agar: 0 per ml, O per ml, ees per ml,

Present in Absent from Probable no,
Presumptive Coli-acerocgenes :
Reaction - ml 100, mi! 0 per 100 ml
Beet, coli (Type 1) - ml 100 ml 0 per 100 ml

Cl, welchii Reacticn ST ey i i ml

This sample is clear and bright in appearance, neutral in reaction and
from metals, The water is very hard in character but its hardness and its con
of mineral and saline constituents in solution are not excessive, Its arganic
quality and bacterial purity are of a high standard,

These results are nomal for the Dunmow Pumping Station and the water is
considered pure and wholesome in character and suitable for public supply purpo

2nd December, 1954 Counties Public Health Laboratories,
12




Thaxted Pumping Station supply
(Borcugh Bridge)

Tap off main - 46 High Street, Durmow

Chemical Results in Parts

per Million

Appearance: Bright with very few mineral particles  Turbidity: less thon 3
Colour: Nil Odour: Nil

PH: TS Free Carbon Diocxide: 21

Electrie Conductivity: 760 Total Solids: 510

Chlorine present as Chloride: 36 Alkalinity as Calcium Carbonate: 300
Hardness: Total 430 Carbonate 300 Non=carbonate 130
Nitrate Nitrogen: 0,0 Nitrite Nitrogen: Abszent
bmmeniacal Nitrogen: 0,013 Oxygen Absorbed: 0,10

Albunincid Nitrogen: 0,000 Residual Chlorine: Absent

Metals: Absent
Bacteriological Results
Mo, of Colonies developing 1 day at 37°C 2 days at 37°C 3 days at 20°C

on Agar: L per ml, Iy per ml, ses PET mig
FPresent in Absent fram Probable No,
Fresumptive Coli-aerogenes
Reaction - ml, 100 ml, 0 per 100ml
Bact, coli (Type 1) - ml, 100 ml, 0 per 100mL
Cl, welchii Reaction S ml, e iml

This sample is practically clear and bright in appearance, neutral in
reactiocn and free from metals, The water is very hord in character but its
hardness and its content of mineral and soline constituents in solution are not
excessive lt conforms to the highest standard of orgonic quality ond it is of
very satisfactory bacteriel purity.

These results are indicative of a water which is pure and wholescme
in character and suitable for drinking and domestic purposes.

23rd July, 1954 Counties Public Health Laboratories

Thaxted Pumping Station supply
(frmitage Bridee)

Thaxted (Armitage Bridge borehcle) pumping station
Chemical Results in Parts
per Millicn

Appearance: Bright with a very slight yellow-brown deposit, Microscopic
examination shows amorphous ferruginous mineral particles with fibrous

organic debris, Turbidity: 1less then 3
Colours: Nil Odour: Very faintly earthy
pH: 7o | Free Carbon Dhioxide: ke
Electriec Conductivity: 690 Total Solids: LEO

15




Chlorine present as Chloride: 26 Alkalinity as Calcium Carbcnate: 290

Hardness: Total 390 Carbonate 290 Non=Carbonate 100
Nitrate Nitrogen: 0,0 Nitrite Nitrogen: less than 0,01
Ammoniacal Nitrogen: 0,000 Oxygen absorbed; 0.15
Albumincid Nitrogen: 0,000 Residual Chlorine: sbsent

Metals: Iron; 0,20, other metals zbsent,
Bactericlogical Results
No, of colonies developing 1 day at 37°%c 2 days at 3?06 3 days at 20°¢c

on Agar: 18 per ml, 21 per ml, o sl PR MAS
Present in Absent from Probable no,
Presumptive Coli=-cerogenes
Reaction - ml, 100 ml, 0 per 100 ml
Bact, coli (Type 1) - ml, 1aaS  imdiy 0 per 100 ml
Cl, welehii Reaction waw ml- T mli

This sample is practically clear and bright in appearance, neutral in
reaction snd free from metals apart from a minute trace of iron. The water is
very hard in character but its hardness and its content of mineral and saline
constituents in solution are not excessive, It conforms to the highest standard
of organic quality and is of satisfactory bacterial purity.,

These results are indicative of a water which is pure and wholesome in
character end suitable for public supply purposes, apart fraom the disadventages
of the high hordness,

22nd December, 1554 Counties Public Health Laboratories

Herts and Essex Water Ccmpany
Supply

Tap (main), 3 Dunmow Road, Hatfield Broad Osk

Chemical Results in Parts

per Millicn
Appearance: Bright with very few mineral particles Turbidity: less than 3
Colour: Wil Odour: Nil i
pH: Te3 Free Carbon Diaxide: 21
Electric Conductivity: 660 Total Solids: L0
Chlorine present as Chloride: 26 Alkalinity as Calcium Carbcnate: 300
Hardness: Total 360 Carbonate 300 Nen-Carbonate 60 &
Nitrate Nitrogen: 0,0 Witrite Nitrogen: less than 0,01 ;_
Ammoniacal Nitrogen: 0,000 Oxygen Absorbed: 0,00
Albuminoid Nitrogen: 0,000 Residual Chlorine:  absent

Metals: Iron 0,03, other metals sbsent,
Bacteriologicael Results

No, of Colonies developing 1 day at 37°C 2 days at 37°C 3 days at 20°
on Agar 0 per ml, 0 perml, «ss Pponx

Present in Abzent from Probable No,

Presumptive Coli-aercgenes
Reacticn - ml, 100 ml, 0 per i

14



Bact, coli (Type 1) = ' ml, 400 ‘mi, 0 per 100 ml,
Gl. We—lﬂhii REE!EtiCrII e l'ﬂl. 'R ]]11‘

This sample is practically clear and bright in appearance, neutral in
reaction and free fram metals apert from a negligible trace of iron, The
water is very hord in character but its hardness and its content of mineral
end saline constituents in solution are not excessive, Its organic quality
and bacterial purity are of a high standard.,

These results are indicative of a water which is pure and wholescme
in character and suitable for drinking and demestic purposes,

26th May, 1954 Counties Public Health Laboratories,

Mein Water Supplies

On the following page will be found o schedule showing by parishes
the houses and estimated population which have main water supplies, The number of

houses and estimated population supplied by standpipes are alsc shown,

15



FOFULATION IN EACH PARTSH ON MAIN SUPELY

Parish No. cf] Est. Houses on | Est, pop. | Houses 7
hcusest Fop, Main supply on Main with plic
Supply Standpipes ‘
Aythorpe Roding 62 201 36 126 1 g
Little Bardfield 75 212 57 180 1 3
Barnston 99 310 81 283 2 7
Broxted 181 | 495 147 511 1 b
Great Canfield 121, E 348 96 306 5 Z
Little Confield 100 | 333 88 288 3
Chickney 11 | 30 - - - -
Great Dunmow 1171 It 3671 1047 3440 9 g
Little Durmow 130 | 376 9 326 8 i
Great Easton 249 716 206 668 5
Little Easton 118 ; 331 83 289 L
PFelsted 640 | 199 523 1830 8
Creat Hallingbury 250 ! 782 157 5L9 L
Little Hallingbury | 274 i 876 250 800 L
Hatfield Broad Osk | 644 | 1983 511 1788 6
High Easter 212 l 585 165 498 12
High Roding 120 1 393 106 351 L
Leaden Roding 98 260 | 93 ? 240 2
Lindsell /T AN 70 f 210
Mergaret Roding 6l ' 205 | 55 | 185 b
Stebbing 352 1065 272 L6 17
Takeley 386 1369 311 1283 5
Thaxted 677 1890 61l 1760 2
Tilty 2 69 9 31 =
White Roding 106 353 81 283 -
6250 | 19070 5150 17174 115

16




Waterworks Undertoking

Quantities of Water pumped:

Durmow Waterworks o 40,134,000 gallcns

Thaxted Waterworks i 140,140,900 gallens

180,274,900 galleons

Repnirs and connections:

No. of new damestic conmections to mains See 166
No. of new metered supplies i 2l
No, of repaired services ore 83
No. of repeired mains ves 13

. Main extensions;

The following extensions were made to the Council's water mains during the

g Thaxted Pumping Station to Armitage Bridge
Borehcle &") 1050 yards
: Thaxted Pumping Station to Dunmow Road,
Thaxted (6") 1220 yards
White Roding to Philpots (3") 2600 yards
Cutlers Green Tower to Broadfans (6") 1270 yards
Wises to Whiteheads (3") 220 yards
Rosemary Close, Durmow (3") 75 yards
: The Crescent, Leaden Roding (3") 143 yards
Cranham Road, Broxted (3") 26 yards
Rainfall
2 Details of the year's rainfall ore given at the end of the Report on

page 38.
;i Dunmow and Thaxted Pumping Stations
Your plants at these stations worked satisfactorily throughout the year,
The borehole pump No.,2, at Thexted was lowered during the year to accord

‘with the No,1. pump which was lowered in 1950,
17




Conprehensive Post War Water Scheme

New Borehcle at Armitage Bridge, Thaxted

The pumping machinery was installed during the year end the rising main
completed and the borehcle ceme into cperation., It is on 18" dismeter bore sunk ‘l;:
o depth of 360 feet and the cutput of the electric submersible pump is 7,500 -
per hour, It provides an additional source of supply for the 23 miles of mains

laid end being leid under Contracts P,L.16 and P,L.17.

Poplar Water Tower, High Easter

'

The Ministry of Housing and Local Government approved the construction
of this 250,000 gallon water tower, to provide additional storage facilities in h
Southern part of the District, and work duly commenced at Poplar Farm, High Eaate?.
By the end of the year the ocuter columns had been erected up to a height of 14 fep

Main laying Contract P.L.16 }

This =mall contract of mein laying was completed during the year withlé

the completicn of the rising main from Thaxted Pumping Station to the new Borehol?

E

end the laying of a 6" main fram the Pumping Station to Dunmow Road, Thaxted.
Main ing Contract P,L.1

The Ministry of Housing and Local Government approved the commencemen

--—'lqh¢|.l’.-|-'-pl'- s L

6" = Cutlers Green Tower to Broadfans Farm, Great Easton
E" = Tilty to Cox Hill, Great Easton

4" = Cox Hill to Duck Street, Little Easton

4" - Church End, Dunmow, to Bron End, Stebbing

3" = Tile House Farm to Gransmore Green, Felsted

3" = Watch House to Stones Farm, Stebbing

3" = Axe and Compasses to Loves Farm, Aythorpe Roding

3" =~ Axe and Compasses tc Keeres Green, Aythorpe Roding
3" = White Roding to Fhilpots, Hatfield Broad Oak

18

of this contract dur.ng the year, It comprises some 18 miles of mains as follow%
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|
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L" - Hounslow Green to Shouldeo Hall, Barnston

6" = Station Road, Dunmow

3" = High Roding to Bury Famm, High Roding

3" = Bartholemew Green, Felsted

3" = Newbiggen Street to Fox & Hounds and Terriers Farm, Thaxted
3" = Langthornes to Little Langthornes, Little Canfield

3" ~ Gransmore Green to Greenfields Farm, Felsted

3" - Wises to Whiteheads, Hatfield Broad Oak

By the end of the year the extensions from White Roding to Philpots
- and Wises fto Whiteheads had been completed and werk was proceeding on the le.‘-,-:tlgth from
Cutlers Green Tower to Broadfans Ferm,
:l This contract will complete the whole of the Councilts proposals for
:

‘main laying contained in their comprehensive scheme,

!
Water Softening
.l.

The remaining proposals in the comprehensiwve scheme are the Water
1]
rﬁoftening Flants at Dunmow and Thaxted Pumping Staticns but at the end of the year
I‘thﬂ Ministry had not made known their decision in this matter,

SEWERAGE AND SEWAGE DISFOSAL

uticn of Streams
: Streams which have been polluted for years continued to be polluted,

main areas of pollution werc:-—

Chelmer Watershed
River Chelmer at Thaxted, Duton Hill, Great Easton and Little Easton,
Barnston Brock at Barnston.

Lee Watershed

Pincey Brock at Takeley Street.
It is hoped that this polluticn will cease when the Upper Chelmer Valley

ston and Tekeley schemes are authorised and carried ocut,

19




Extensions of Sewers

The following extensions were made tc the Council's sewers during the 1

Chaffix, Felsted L40 yerds
Bran End Fields, Stebbing 4190 yards
Cranham Road, Broxted 73 yords

Connections to Sewers

During the year 125 premises were conmected to the Council's sewers as

shown below:-
Broxted 6 Felsted 43
Hatfield Brood Osk 2 Hatfield Heath 8
Stebbing 13 Thaxted 27
Great Dunmow 25 Little Dunmow 1

Sewage Works

Satisfactory effluents were cbtained from the sewage works at Hatfie
Broad Osk and Hatfield Heath, Towards the end of the year satisfactory results
also cbtained from the works at Great Durmow cnd Felsted which were then settling
down after completion of constructional work, Thaxted works continued to yield
unsatisfactory effluents and it is hoped that these works will soon bé abandcned,
The works at Great Easton were not in use and the disposael plents at Little
end Broxted were satisfactory, Unsatisfactory ef;‘.'luants were cbtained from the
plant at Duton Hill, The pumping stations at Church End, Dunmow; Cage End ond
Feathers Hill, Hatfield Broad Ock; Bran End, Stebbing cnd Sewards Hall, Felsted,
were working satisfactorily,

Ccmprehensive Sewerage Scheme

Stebbing Sewerage Scheme - Contraect 7

Notices were served on the owners of properties in Stebbing under |

20



s

bl TR

L7 of the Public Health Aet, 1936, to convert earth closets to water closets and
connect to the new sewer where this had not been done, The work was in progress
at most of the properties by the end of the year, The work of enlarging Felsted
Sewage Disposal Works to toke the flow from Stebbing was completed, The Council
agreed to make a new access road to these works; install an additional pump and
convert the works to electricity and the Ministry gave authority for this work to
be carried out, It is intended to cbtain a price for the work from the successful
tenderer for the Upper Chelmer Valley scheme.

Great Dunmow Sewage Disposal Works — Contract 8

The work of re~building and modernising these Works was completed during
the year,

Upper Chelmer Valley Scheme - Contract 9

Tenders for this scheme were cbtained in 1951 but the starting date was
cancelled, During 1954 the Ministry of Housing and Local Goverrment gawve authority
for the work to proceed =nd tenders were re-invited and the lowest of Messrs W, & C,
French Ltd was submitted to the Ministry for approval, Vhereas the earlier tender
was for the main sewer down the valley, the pumping station and rising main only,
this latest tender included the lateral sewers in Great Easton and Duton Hill and
the Ministry asked for further reports and documents supporting this larger scheme,
These were being prepared at the end of the year with a view to all the work,
including the repair of the existing ex-R,A.F. sewage works at Great Easton, being
carried out as one scheme, This will include the demolition of the Thaxted Works,

Barnston - Contract 10

Tenders for this scheme were cbtaimed in 1952 but the Ministry would
not allow it to proceed at that time., In reply to a request that permission be

given for the work to commence sent at the end of the year they replied asking for
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additional information and it is hoped that this means that the work will be starte;@c
i

in 1955, ¢

Takeley and Little Hallingbury i
|
i

f

£
held an investigation at the Council Offices into these schemes and visited the site

The completed documents for both of these schemes were sent to the

Ministry during the year and in December an Engineering Inspector of the Ministry

Their decision was awaited at the end of the year,

White Roding

Agreement was reached during the year on the sites for the proposed sewa
works ond pumping station and the documents and drewings for the scheme were being
revised and completed by the Council'!s Consulting Engineers at the end of the years

Cauzeway End, Felsted

The Ministry wrote to inform the Council that this scheme would be
considered for approval during the financial year 1956/7. It is a gravity sewer £
the hamlet to the existing works at Pelsted,
High Easter

The site for the pumping station was acquired during the year end ag
had been reached on the site for the sewage disposal works, The documents for
scheme had been submitted to the Ministry end only the County Council's comments ang
the District Valuer's report on the works site were awaited to camplete the

Willows Green, Felsted

Despite a year of negotiations with land owners it was still not possibl
to obtain a site for the proposed sewage disposal works by the end of the year,
High Roding

Ne_ otiations continued at the end of the year with land owners for sitel ;_
for the proposed sewage works and pumping station, ;
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Monk Street, Thaxted

]

Documents for this scheme were completed and submitted to the Ministry

by the end of the year., It is hoped that the work will be carried out in conjunction
" with the Upper Chelmer Valley sewer to which it will connect,

" Barmister Green, Felsted

Documents for this amall scheme, which is in effect an extension to
the existing sewer network in Felsted, were received and submitted to the Ministry
for approval. No reply had been received by the end of the year,

Little Easton

L The documents for this scheme which comprises the sewerage of Duck
-'«jfrﬁ’sreet and Butcher®s Pasture have been received snd at the end of the year the
‘caments of the County Council were awoited so that the scheme could be submitted to
‘the Ministry for approval,

JHatfield Broad Ock ond Hatfield Heath

,_ The plans and documents for this scheme were received but it had not

‘been posaible at the end of the year to submit the scheme to the Ministry or to the

?#-ee Conservancy Catchment Board cwing to the failure in finding a willing land cvmer
%bn sell a site for the Pumping Station, The scheme comprises the abandonment of
?a.tfielﬂ. Broad Oak works; the piping of the flow from Hatfield Broad Osk to
@tmhriage, Hatfield Heath; the sewering of Chelmsford Road, Hatfield Heath to
fﬁtmbndgs ; the erection of a pumping station and the connection of both flows to

the existing works at Hatfield Heath,

The Council!s Consulting Engineers were engaged in the preparetion of
Schemes for Broxted, Lindsell, Little Bardfield, Leaden Roding, Margaret Roding,
Breat Hallingbury and Aythorpe Roding at the end of the year,
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Although most of the paper work for the comprehensive sewerage sc
was completed during 1954 it was nct possible for any work of actual cnnst:mcti_
to be started, There were frustrating delays in the acquisition of land for sewage
works and pumping stations snd with regard to the schemes in the Essex River DBoa
area we were awalting their decision as to whether they would require sand *']
It is hoped that it will be possible for a start to be made on Contracts 9 and

and on Takeley and Little Hallingbury schemes during 1955.

FUBLIC CLEANSING

The collection of house refuse was maintained during the year, The .
work was done by a crew of 6 men with two rear loading compressing vehicles and &
open truck, The truck was taoken off the road and a new rear loading compressor W
a diesel engine was on opder at the end of the year, The collection is once weekl
in the Lighting Areas of Great Dunmow, Felsted and Thexted, and once fortnigh
in the remeinder of the District, 8,604 yards of refuse were collected compa =-.-'f=l |
with 7,986 yards in 1953, There were 185 extra houses to collect from during
year, The refuse was tipped in the disused gravel pits at Merks Hill, Great D .
by arrangement with the owner and he arranged for bull=-dozing as necessary, LU
suitable weather, ponds at Pelsted and Little Cenfield were filled,

SALVAGE ' ;
The collecticn of waste paper was contimued during the year and bali
was carried cut in the garage in the Council Yard, 70 tons 8 cwts of waste paper
were collected and despatched to the Mills at Purfleet and credits for £479.2.ks
were received, This is £120 more then in 1953, As the price per ton has inec - -‘:3 '
end the demand for waste paper is growing the collecticn of paper is being |
stimulated with a view to 100 tons being collected in 1955,
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SANTTARY INSPECTION COF THE DISTRICT

The Council's Senitary Inspectors made 4,064 visits and inspections
in the course of the year., Details of these are given below:=

Camplaints received oos 197
Inspections under Housing hAets ... 265
Housing applications verified - 108
Inspections under Public Health Acts . 1,249
Tents, Vans eand Sheds R 269
Flaces of Amusement - L]
Schocls ses 8
Offensive accumulations son 46
Water supplies ves 115
Drainage sos 167
Sewage Disposal . 126
Cesspools, Septic Tanks and FPail Closets — TL
Ditches “ee 42
Refuse disposal A 18
Infectious Disease prevention i 27
Factories and Workshops e L
Shops aivis 81
Slaughter-houses and Knackers! Yards D 656
Other Meat and Food Visits os 8l
Cafes and restaurants sese 20
Dairies ‘oe 2l
Hotels and publie houses see 8
Rodent Control visitsand re-visits ove 362
Conversicn of Earth Closets e 67
Petroleum Acts s 4
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Nuisances detected and Notices served

Nuiszances detected i 10U
Informal notices served S 28
Notices outstanding 1st Jonuery, 1954 ‘s 6l

Notices outstanding 31st December, 1954 .. 56

Statutory Notices served ses 6
Legal proceedings es Nil
SHOES

The inspecticn of shops under the Shops Act, 1950, was carried out
during the year but no formal acticn was necessary, There were 173 shops entered in
the Council'!s register, One Certificate of Exemption was granted during the year,

SMOKE ABATEMENT

No acticn was necessary under this heading during the year,

FUELIC CONVENIENCES

Public Conveniences are situated in Great Dunmow and Thaxted, Am
inccme of scme £80 was received fran them during the year,

BURTAL OF THE TEAD

Arrengements were made for the buriel of one person during the year

under the provisions of section 50 of the National Assistance Act, 1948, This b

the total to 11 since the passing of the Act, in which arrangém&nts for burial were
made by the Council,

INFECTIOUS DISEASE

Disinfeetions after cases of Infectiocus Disease were carried out as

under:-
Private houses 9 5
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RODENT CONTROL

The following are details of action teken under the Prevemtion of

Demage by Pests Act, 1949:=

Type of Property

Details
Local Dwelling Agric=- Businesa Total
Authority houses ultural | premises

n se& inapacted as a result of

jer of properties found to be
aated with rats:
- Major infestations - = 5 i 3

Minor infestations 8 36 6 9 B8

per of properties found to be
iously infested with mice - 2 = 8 13

er of infested premises treated
e Council's Senitary Inspectors 8 LA [ 17 72

ber of notices served under Seetian
_.:l.. Mt = | G 3 = 3

1 1

182 re=visits were also carried out,

In addition to the above - treatments were carried ocut at the refluse

The Council's mobile sewerage gong carried out tests and treatments

A percentage of the public sewers in Hatfield Broad Ock, Hatfield Heath, Felsted,
fle Dunmow, Great Dunmow, Thaxted, Little Canfield ond Broxted, The systems in six
e villages were free from infestation and are to be left until 1956, Those in Great

w end Thaxted esre to be treated again during 1955,
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VERMIN
38 premises were disinfested durdng the year after oamplaints of
infestation by elther fleas, bugs, flies or ents, The stendard form of treatment
was spray with a 5 per cent sclutien of D,D,T,, or Gammexsme Smcke Generators,

No major problem occurred, Ddsinfestaticn of bedding was carxled cut as neces
in the plant maintained by Braintree R,D.0, or at Heymead's Hospital, Bishop's
Stortford,

PETROLEUM AND CARDILE OF CALCIUM

of petroleun (including 29 for re-sale), emd 2 licenoes for the storage of C
of Calcium,
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FACTORIES

Particulars of the premises registered by the Council under the Pactories

1937, and of the inspections made are to be found as follows:=

itary Inspectors)

TIONS for purposes of proviszions as to health (including inspections made by

Premises

Humber on
Register

Number of

Inspections | Viritten
notices

Occupiers
prosecuted

1,2,3,4 eand 6 are to be
enforced by Local
futhorities

- Factories not included in
(i) in which Secticn 7 is
~enforced by the Local
Authority

&

?:Dther premises in which
‘Section 7 is enforced by
‘the Local Authority
r(exclu ing out=workers

premises

Pactories in which Seetions

Totals

o m———

80

36 -

124

Number of cases in which defects !.
were found |

Found

Remedied|

“Referred = |
to H.M, ; by H.M.
Inspector | Inspecton

Number of
cases in
which pros-
ecutions
were
instituted

f cleanliness (S.1)
rowding (S.2)

encble temperatures (S.3)
uate ventilation (S.4)
ary conveniences (S.7)
dnsufficient

unsuiteble or defeetive

i separate for sexes
‘offences (not including
es relating to out-

Totals

There were no out-workers in the district during

23
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TENTS, VANS AND SHEDS

At the end of the year, in addition to seascnal workers in agriculture,
sites were used at:=- -

Parish Sites ; Vans Tents Huts Adults
Lythorpe Roding | 2 3 2 2 8
Barnston 1 1 - 1 2
Broxted 2 2 - f 1 3
Little Canfield L 5 - 1 9
Great Dunmow 8 ; 8 : - - i
Felsted 5 ' 5 - L 2
Great Hallingbury 4 L - 1 _ T
Hatfield Broad Oak 1 1 - 21 2
Hatfield Heath 3 9 1 1 17
High Roding 1 | 1 - “ 1 2
Leaden Roding 2 2 - PR 2
Stebbing ' 5 13 1 2 .30
Takeley 12 L5 - b 80
Thaxted 7 7 | - 1 | 10
White Roding L L 1 2 10

Totals €1 G R | 2120, ol

60 of the sites have access o main water supply and 1 site has & wates
supply fram e well, The senitary accamodation is 52 earth or chemical closets, ¢
10 water closets, | .

Lpproximately one-half of the vans are situated in the two pa:ishsﬁ ;;::

Stebbing and Takeley,



HOUSING

New building during 1954 was as follows:-

Number of Council houses completed e, 109
Number of houses erected by Housing Asscelations ... [
Number of private houses completed i 6l

Number of Council houses under construction at end of year ... 34

Number of Coumcil houses approved but not commenced at end
of year SR

Number of private houses under construction at end of year ... 35

Number of private houses with rlans approved but nct

2 camnenced at end of year R

-E_i:rusing bet 1949 = Improvement Grants

At the end of the year improvement groants for 50 private dwellings had
been approved totalling £12,541.12.4. Improvement grants had also been approved for
éﬁo cottages owned by the Council,

%aing applications
-' There were 375 applications for Council houses at 31st December, 1954.

bl

J-'-' The control cn building licensing was lifted on 10th November, 1954,

%'.Lng the years that the Council were responsible for the issue of licences, 2755

E‘nancea were issued and the total mcnetary value was £806,852,

%’m.l houses

The total number of houses owned by the Council at the end of the year

e

was:-
Pre=War houses 675
Cottages purchased post-
war 6
Fost=War houses _6L8
1329

3
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3 houses had been sold to tenants - 1 post war house, 1 pre war hou&
and 1 pre war cottoge,

Total new building since the War

The total number of houses built since the War in the District is:=

Council houses "y 648
Housing Associations ... 12
Priveate houses hpege 255
Essex County Counecil ... 18

933

Housing Acts = Slum Clearance

As instructed in varicus Ministry of Housing and Local Govermment
circulars and in the Housing Repeirs and Rents Act, 1954, a start was made during
year on slum clearance with a view to the preparation of a scheme to be submitted
the Minister in 1955, The tabular statement required by the Housing Consolidated
Regulations, 1925, as extended, is given below:-

1. Inspection of Dwelling Houses during the year

(1) (2) Total number of dwelling houses inspected for housing
defects (under Public Health or Housing Acts) e
(k) Number of inspections made for the purpose see

(2) (a) Number of dwelling houses (included under sub-head (1)
above) which were inspected amd recorded under the
Housing Consclidated Regulaticns 1925 and 1932 see
{h} Number of inspections made for the purpose ees

(3) Number of dwellirz houses found to be in a state so
dangerous or injurious to health as to be unfit for
human habitation sen

(4) Number of dwelling houses (exclusive of those referred
to under the preceding sub-head) found not to be in all
respects reasonably fit for human heabitation ver

2. Remedy of Defects during the year without service of Formal Notices

Number of defective dwelling houses rendered fit in ccnseyuence
of informal action by the Local Authority or their Officers s
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3. Action under Statutory Powers during the year

A - Proceedings under Sections 9,10 and 16 of the
Housing Act, 1936:-
(1) Number of dwelling houses in respect of which notices
were served requiring repoirs e 0

(2) Number of dwelling houses which were rendered fit after

service of formal notices;-
Ea} By owmers Zporis 0
b) By Leoecal Authority in default of owners sas 0

SRS PR

B = Proceedings under Public Health Acts:-

(1) Mumber of dwelling houses in respect of which notices 1
were served requiring defects to be remedied 3 5s 6 :

(2) Number of dwelling houses in which defects were
remedied after service of formal notices:-

}a} By owners 6
b) By Local Authority in default of owners 0

C - Proceedings under Secticns 11 and 13 of the Housing Act, 1936:-
(1) Number of dwellings houses in respect of which Demolition

Orders were made Sae 1
(2) Mumber of dwelling houses demolished in pursusnce of

Demcliticn Orders sea 1
(3) Number of written undertakings accepted e 3

D = Proceedings under Section 12 of the Housing Act, 1536:~

(“1) Mumber of seporate tenements or underground rooms in
respect of which Closing Orders were made - 0

(2) Number of separate tenements or underground rocms in
respect of which Closing Orders were determined, the
tenement or room having been rendered fit ees 0

E - Proceedings under Section 25 of the Housing Act, 1936:-

(1) Number of houses in confirmed clearance areas demolished ces 3
F - Proceedings under Housing Act, 1949:- |
(1) Closing Orders made under Secticn 3(1) o/ Ll
(2) Demolition orders determined and Closing orders ’
substituted under Secticn 3(2) 0 i

G ~ Proceedings under Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisicns) Act, 1953 ,
(1) Closing Orders made under Section 10(1) 0

4, Overcrowding — Part IV, Housing fct, 1936

e S

No acticn was teken under this Part during the year.
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NEW_LEGISLATION
The following Acts, which affect the duties of the Couneil, were
passed in 1954:-
Slaughterhouses Act, 1954
Town end Country Flanning fct, 1954
Food end Drugs (Amendment) Act, 1954
Slaughter of Animals (Amendment) Act, 1954

Housing Repeirs amd Rents fet, 1954

During the year the Council made Byelaws under Section 17 of the
Water Act, 1945, for preventing waste, undue consumption, misuse or contaminati
of water supplied by them, These were confirmed and came into operation on
8th December, 1954,

In December the Council passed a resclution to meke Byelaws for
Sanitary Conditions, Management, and Keeping of Records for Knackers' Yards,
The draft Byelaws had been approved by the Ministry by the end of the year,




INSPECTION AND SUPERVISICN OF

FOOD

%:Inspectirm

Slaughtering was carried out

Wé.'!:h the abolition of meat rationing in July there was a substantial
rease im this branch of the Department's work,
ularly at the Dunmow Bacon Factory and at the 7 private slaughterhcuses in the

X
ﬂh&r killed
imar inspected

, aeseases except T,05,

ole carcases condemned

arcases of which scme part
E organ was condemned

Percentage of the number inspected
affected with disease other thon

ercentage of the number inspected
atfected with tuberculosis

Cattle i Cows Calves | Sheep Figs
exel, and Lambs
Cows
806 5 128 840 77,783 +|
|
806 5 128 840 Tl 109 i
|
= = - - 170 |
[
I - 2 12 8,956 |
5&0% '_ 1 lﬁ?% 10}'!'3% 11.?—%
1 - - - 53
|
| :
E 1 -98% S = | = 215#% 1.

‘diseases but were not inspected for food,
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%-Hgs which arrived dead or died in laoirs were examined for scheduled

2501bs of carcase meat was inspected and condemned in butchers' shops
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Deadweight Certificaticn Centres

The Ministry of Food epproved the slaughterhouse at Hatfield Heath
by Mr N,G,Reynclds as an ordinery deadweight certification centre for pigs in Now abdlf
of last year, The duties of certification are carried out by the Council's Meat®
Inspectors and all the pigs certified receive any collective guarantee paarmemr’
may be due, This payment is intended to bring the returns to the industry as’d whe :
up to the standard price fixed at the Annual Review., With certain exceptions’all
clean fat plgs which weigh at least 3 score deadweight and are fit for lnmantq'ttm"'_
are eligible for the guerantee payment. .

It is likely that further sloughterhouses may beccme certiﬁcatiu:}%gﬁl'

Slaughter of Animals

The number of licences at the end of the year was:-

Private Slaughterhouses sse 8
Enackers?! Yards . aw 1
Licensed Slaughter-men vee 32

Other Food |
During the year the following focdstuffs were found upcn inspectiiﬁ in
shops ete to be unfit for human consumption and were condemmed:=

Baby food 82 cartons Meat 25 tins'’

Milk L0 tins Vegetebles 8 tins -
Fruit 27 tins Fish 2 ting’. 8
Preserves 6 jara Fruit juice 2 tins
Cheese 121bs

Geme Dealers

6 persons were licensed to deal in Game during the year,
ﬂ X
2, inspections were made of the Deiries in the Distriot and 9
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k were taken for analysis, These were satisfactory,

There were 18 persons registered in the District as Distributors of Milk

=

gnd 9 Dairies (not being Dairy Famms) were also registered. Ifilk Dealers! licences

were in force as under:-

to use special designation "Tuberculin tested" ves 9
to use special designation "Pasteurised" oA e =
to use special designation "Sterilised" Ee 6

Supplementary licences

to use special desipgnation "Tuberculin tested" ans 3
to use special designation "Pasteurised" ven 3
to use special designation "Sterilised" soe 1

There were 73 premises registered under the Food and Drugs Acts for the
jorage and sale of ice cream in the District. 7 samples were taken for analysis and

ge were satisfactory. No menufacture of ice cream was carried on in the Distriet,

" The number of bskehouses in operation at the end of the year was 11,

msatisfactory conditions existed cther than cccasional neglect of limewashing

There were 19 premises in the District registered for the manufacture
 preparation of sausages; pressed, pickled and preserved food, ;-aﬁﬂ fish frying.
ﬁastm:rants Hotelgand Public Houses

: ' There were 16 cafes snd restaurants, end 73 licensed premises (hotels and
i houses) in the District, Inspecticns were made during the year but no formal

Ln was necessary,

There were no cases of food poisoning in the District during the year,
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No clean food campaigns were carried cut during the year,
The Council adopted Dyelaws for the Handling, Wrapping emd Delive

of Food and Sple of Food in the Open Alr, in 1951,

given below:=

2nd May.

RATNFALL

The rainfall as recorded at Thaxted Waterworks during the year is

J anucty ié
February “es
Moreh see
#pril ces
May C eee
June avs
July ves
August ; ser
September sve
October -
November e
December T

The heaviest falle were ,9 inch om 26th July and 251:11 October,
The longest pericd without rain was the 26 days fram 7th April
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inches

8
1.9
1,73

.12
2,61
1,91
2,932
3.32
1,66
1,82
3.85
1,98

wn--—-

2.6 inches
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