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As the rate of house building in the District accelerated, there was
an increasing number of new connections to the sewer. During 1948
there were 70 properties connected for the first time, 67 of these being
new buildings. Of the total of new connections 35 were made to the
Great Dunmow system, 32 to Felstead, 1 to Thaxted, and 2 to the
Hatfield Heath system.

Sewage Disposal Works.

The Council’s existing sewage treatment plants continued to
operate as efficiently as their capacities permitted. Thus, while the
small and comparatively recent Works at Hatfield Heath and Hatfield
Broad Oak constantly yielded satisfactory effluents, the older obsoles-
cent Works at Great Dunmow and Thaxted continually failed, and
that by a considerable margin, to yield an effluent with the prescribed
standards for the impurity figure and content of suspended matter.
The Council’s proposals for their new scheme of sewerage and sewage
disposal for the District include either the abolition or the reconstruc-
tion of the two existing Works at Great Dunmow and Thaxted.

The Works at Felstead showed a slight improvement in the aver-
age quality of the effluent produced, although not to the extent anti-
cipated after the modifications made to the plant in the previous year.
Duplication of the existing humus tank capacity at these Works was
being undertaken at the end of the year in order that the plant should
be capable of dealing with the additional sewage from Little Dunmow
and other sewer extensions contemplated on the Felstead system. The
Council’s Consultant Engineers have also advised that sludge drying
beds be provided to replace the existing somewhat unsatisfactory
sludge trenches. If, in addition the sewage from Stebbing were to be
treated at Felstead Disposal Works, enlargement of all sections of the
latter would be necessary.

The Dunmow Aerodrome Sewage Works at Great Easton had to
deal with only a slight flow during the year and effluent samples were

generally satisfactory. Should the proposal to construct a trunk sewer

along the Chelmer Valley prove unacceptable, an alternative sugges-
tion is that the Upper Chelmer Valley be sewered from Thaxted to
Great Easton and that the sewage should be pumped to the Aerodrome
Works, if these latter can be acquired by the Council on reasonable
terms.

Small treatment plants for newly erected Council Houses have

had to be constructed at several sites in the District in advance of the

implementation of the principal scheme of sewerage. As the cost of
cesspool emptying is considerable and the Council have no such service
of their own, such small treatment plants are more or less essential for
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