[Report 1896] / Medical Officer of Health, Grays U.D.C.

Contributors

Grays Thurrock (England). Urban District Council.

Publication/Creation
1896

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/e683t6wz

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution license.

This licence permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any
medium, provided the original author and source are credited. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode




The Surveyor informs me that nearly 1,900 houses and all the schools in the district
are now connected with the sewage system and the average daily dry-weather-flow is about
130,000 gallons.  Alumino-ferric sulphate and' lime have continued to be employed as the
precipitant during 1896 and a good effluent has been obtained. A difficulty however may
possibly arise as to the ultimate disposal of the sludge. This is now dried by wxposure to
the atmosphere on beds of ashes underdrained with agricultural pipes. Hitherto it has been
gold by eontract to farmers in the neighbourhood and removed by them from the works.
The contract having expired howover, a recont advertisement for further tenders met with no
response,  This is probably due to the difficulties experienced in wet weather, the very large
percentage of moisture which it then contains materially incressing its bulk.

Sixteen houses were closed during the year, two in High Street, four in (iuaker Square,
and 10 Whitehall Cottages, these have all been permanently closed, having been pulled down.
In Quaker Bquare some stinking privies were at the same time abolished.

I have to bring bofore you the case of the promises in High Street in which the
falluwing conditions wera found : mo ventilation at all to the drains, an indoor upstairs
closet disused and so without its proper seal of water acting as the highest point for
ventilation, the soil pipe from the w.e. coming down inside the house and the drain
passing under the kitchen floor. On the refusal of the cccupier to abate these nuisances,
the case was brought before the Bench. In spite of my wvery emphatic opinien as to
the denger of such a condition, the Beneh ruled that there was mnot suffivient evidenos
to eonviet, It will be however a safisfaction to the Council to know that the wentila-
tion has since beem carried out by the ccoupier practically fulfilling the conditions wished
for by the Couneil.

It comes within my provinee, although the District Council is mot at present the
Vaccination Authority, to record the fact that o large proportion of infants are now
escaping being vaccinated, I greatly regret that the report of the Royal Commission
on Vaccination, which was issued during the year, was so weak and uncertain. The gist
of their report wns: yes, there is no doubt as to the efficasy of vaccination as & protection
agninst Small-pox, and that the drawbacks to vaccination are so slight that they may be
disregarded, but still don't try to enforce it last you stir up fmling against it In
consoquence of the neglect of wvaccinetion (due largely to this report), the next time that
Smail-pox visits Grays it will find more material to work on and the Couneil will find,
although they have had no part in the neglect of the precaution against the disease, that
their work and expenses will be theroby greatly increased.

The area of the district is 1,382 aeres; there are 10 persons to each acrs and 62
to each inhabited house.

The water is supplied by the South Essex Waterworks Company, and it is very
loard. The supply has been more or less comstant, but for some months the water was
eut off early in the evening and not turned on again till moming. No good reason
was assigned for this action on the part of the Water Company, which caused much
trouble and bother.

No special injury to health seems to arise from the occupations of the Grays
Working Classes. Those employed in the cement factories do not suffer from phthisis
in any augmented degrees. Women are not much employed, save in the Helds for a
part of the year.

There are about 1,500 w.e's, most of which are supplied with water; the oppor-
tunity is taken of connection with the system to insist on the presence of a proper
water supply.
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