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DYSENTERT ( SONME;

During September severcsl cases of Somne Dysentery occurred
aons the children in attendance at the War Time Nurseries, and in
pussuance of the necessary investigitions a number of other cases
were discovered.

Altogether 72 cases were notified up to the ond of the year,
involving 26 children attendin; the War Time Nurseries.

Drastic messures were tcken at the onset of the ouibreak
with the removal or isclation of potients gnd suspected cases,
Bacteriolosical exominotion was mode of the foeces of 211 contacts
both infants ond staff in the Nurseries.

The Gencral Prectitioners notified 23 cases, including
soac cdults whe were found cs the result of the exosination of the
faeces to be sufferins from this disccse. '

The situction at one stoge become ccute when the mumber of
patients under trecitment rawined at LO.

Owing to the lindited fecilities cvailoble for trentment at
the Dartford Joint Infectious Disecses Hospital, arrangenents vrere
nade with the Ashford Urban Council for o namber of the cases to be
admitted to their Hospital.

Thirty five coses were rempoved to Hosnitals end five deaths
OCCUrred.

“Thile some ten infants passed through = very critical stage
of illness the mejority were not seriously affected.

In wost instances three negotive bacteriolegical reports
were secured within the period of approximetely 20 doys with subsequent
discharpe from hospitel without any obvious ill effcets, but in seven
children the disecse wos persistent resulting in o much longer
detention in Hospital. p

The coses diminished during October, the leost being notified
on the 29th of thot nonth.
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FOSTER CHTT.DREH.

Nine children were registered as Foster children under
the Public Heslth Act. Twenty one supervision visits werc made
by the Heelth Visitors to these children and in all cases the home
conditions were found to be satisfactory and the children properly
cared for.

A baby wes fostered by a woman for reward but the parent
of the infant hes disappeared and her present whe:eabouls are
UnNikKnowi. This infont is still with the foster :other but without
rewvard. There As the question of adoption but in the absence of
the consent of the porent this cemnot take place.

“~
GYNAEQOLOGICLL CLINIC,

A ¥inor Grnaecological Clinic is held at the Windmill
Street Jelfare Centre on the second Saturdar in each month. Ten
sesslons were held during the wrear snd Dr., L. Hemant the Surseon
in charge reports that the results of treatment heve been satis-
factory, ond progress has been made in the nusber of attendances.

r. Heiment rerorts that the generzl practitioners and
midwrives heowve referred new coses to her fer advice and by far the
lorgest nusber hove been persons who are under the supervision of
‘the Tuberculosis Officer of the district.

26 Birth Ccnﬁrol cases end 17 for iiinor Gynaecology
attended meking a total of 43 new ‘cases and 74 re-atiendances.
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HIDTIFERY SELVICE,

The Kent County Council is the Supervising Authority
under the ilidvives Act and five midwives ere employed in the
Gravesend Borou h es saleried officers of the Kent County Council.

The midwives atiended 352 births as nidwvifery cases and
89 as maternity cocses in conjunction with medical practitioners.

HOIE HELP SERVICE,

The services of two women are retained as Home Helps by
the Corporation. They attended 21 woren in confinement during
the year for the nommal period of 14 days in each case. These
women are paid a weekly wee by the Council and an amount according
to the fanily incone is assessed as recoverable froi: the persons
attended.

EVACUATION OF EXPECTANT li0THERS

During the year 1943, nine expectant mothers were
evacunted to the Langton Green ilaternity Home Tunbridge ells,
under the Kent County Schene.

NUDSING HOMES.

There are two registered Nursing Homes in the Borough,
one for medical ond one for maternity patients. The accormodetion
provided in thesec Homes is as follows:—

Murber of Deds
laternity siedical Total.

12 10 22

During the year the lMedical Officers paid o totel of
seven visits to the Homes for supervision purposes.

An official werning wes issued in onc instence dixecting
thet the patients which excecded the permitted muber be reduced.
The accommpdation and stoff wos considered inadequete and further
visits were node to see that the order was corplied with. 1In all
other respects these Hoimes were clean and well conducted.
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DENTAL TRE/.TMENT.

The following, which is a swmary of the work undertaken
by the Dentel Surgeon, R.A., Tran Esq., L.D.S., R.C.S5., shows that
progress has been satisfactorily maintained during the year 1943.

The increase in the number of expectent mothers treated for the

year indicates that greater advantase has becen taken of the
facilities available, and not necessarily a decline in the standard
of the heolth of the expectont mother. It is hoped that with the
introduction of the Ante-natol Clinics we shall now be sble to direct
more mothers to avail theaselves of this opportunity.

Nuiber of Mothers INSPOotom 4. .« e e v eon e snnssssnsssnnainanSuttey
Nuber of ifothers referred for treatiient c.veeesssescscsscasss 65

Treatnent.
11 200 o o o st el venes YO Exitractions c.iececsssesssnspori
Other operctions ,..... cees2T] A8 CRBEE siiscvassvannnra

Dentures supplied .veewseve 13

Nurber of Mothers treated os new coses ... Expectant ......... 42
Hu‘sin:’: s B E P Ew 16
T’Gta-]; @ F B A DS E®E SR 58

Total attendance for trestuent .....ss. T e ] Sl
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Number of pre-school children inspected ...eeeeersascsccsccass I8
Nuber of pre-school children referred for treatoent seececs.. 28

Treatmnent.
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Sonne Dysentery which is o mild form of Dysentery
occurred in somc of the infants attending the or Tine Nurseries.
The first cases were discovered in September and the number
incressed repidly until a diidinution occurred towards the end of
October, The totel was 72 and of this nuiber 35 were reioved
to Isolation Hospitals for treatment.

Twelve infants becane seriously ill, five proving
fatal., Two of the lotter werec infants under one year end three
were between 2 and 4 years of ope.

The accommwdetion at the Dartford Joint Infectious
Disecses Hospitel wes limited ond the co-operction of the Ashford
Urban District Council was sought to accormeodate 9 of these coses.

lieasles wos very prevolent during the eerly pert of the
year when 483 cases were notified from which one infent aged 15
months died, Two hundred ond seventeen children were notified
of school age while 85 were under 12 months of age.

ISOLATION OF INFECTIOUS PATIENTS.

The Borourh Infectious Diseases Hospitol was requisitioned
by the Government in 1940. Consequently arrangements were entered
into with the Dartford Joint Hospital Committee for persons suffer-
ing from infectious disecses to be admitted to the Bow Arrow.
Hospital, Dartford, for which the Council egree to pay £4.10.0.
per weck per potient. Ninety three patients from the Borough were
adnitted during the year involving the sun of £1,215. 12. 0. for
treatnent and maintenance. ;

This arrangement does not include Sinellpox ond in this
connection the present position is thet as a tenporary neasure,
cases will be removed to the Copel Hospital of the Tonbridge
Joint Hospitel Board until such time os thc Hospitel ot Dislingbury
(ncor Tunbridge Wells) is converted and nnde aveilsble. The
accoimodetion will then be for 20 paticnts.
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WAR TTLE NURSERIES

The three Nurseries opened during 1942 have settled dowm
to smwoth running of'ter vorious difficulties arising in the initial
stage of fitting out and shortness of staff.

The accomnodetion of these Nurscries with the cvercge
attendances are as follows:=

While the swercpe stiendences for the year are not
eltogether satisfactory, the results and consistent numbers of
infunts ploced in the chorge of the Nurseries indicate that
considercble benefit ccerued to both porents end the notional
wer cffort. The low overages are substontially due to minor
epidenics of infant illnesses omong which Sonnec Dysentery was
perticularly responsible,

Nursery. No., of Average doily
Ploces : Lttendance

Daneholne 30 25

Glendillon LO 2!

The Nest 38 18

LADTES' VOLUNTARY CORLTTTEL.

The Ladies' Voluntory Cormittee which was formed in
associction with the opening of the first Child elfare Centre
25 yeors amo has continued to fulfil = most cctive pexrt in the
furtherance of the socicl side of these Child Welfare Centres.

The sele of dried milk end other medical foods is
underteken by these ladies with various clericcl work, and is
a voluable contribution to the successful running of the Centres.

Four ladies of this Cormittece ore co-opted members
of the Health, latecrnity cnd Child Welfere Coumittee.
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TREAT: ENT OF SCABIES

Ablution arrangements were made for the treatment of
persons suffering from Scabies at the St. James' First Aid Post
and as a temporary measure this has proved quite satisfactory.
The supervision and treztizent has been conducted by the members
of the staff of the First iid Posts.

In most cases two applications of Benzyl Genzoate have
been sufficient to effect o coiplete cure and the bedding, clothing
etc, hes beon rauoved for disinfection by the Health Department.

Thrce hundred and ninety seven patients werc treated,
including 248 children. There were 20 re~-infection cases.

At the commencenment of the year cases were coming
along for treatment in large muzbers by introduction of the
private nedical practitioners, in nony instances whole families
being infected. The discase affccted a large muber of children
attending the elenmentary schools but the seriousness of the
complaint becawe zpparent to the parents who quickly co- 2perated
with the Department in the measures token to prevent the sprcad
of infecetion. It was possible, however, to scc some results
and a diminishing mmber of cocses efter six months.

4 pradual reduction followed until the end of the year
when the number roverted to more modest proportions.

PUBLIC YATER SUPPLY

Gravescnd is served by two public water companies and
the supoly is olwoys cbundant and of a high standard of purity.
The 1ichility to plumbosolvent cction is remote on cccount of
the perinenent hardness of the water. A reservoir is in use in
the borousrh but a considercble proportion of the aree is supplied

by direct purping.

Sorie 20 houses ere supplied frowm comaon standpipes.
Sarmples are subnitted for snelysis ot regular intervals and details
of the rcsults will be found in the Report of the Chief Sanitary
Inspector.
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NUISANCES AND DEFECTS RE FEDIED,
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RATS AND MICE DESTRUCTION.

40 preaises were reported os being infested with rots,

and 2 were brousht forwvard from 1942.

Inspections were node in

ecch cose, ond the occupiers advised os to the best procedure.

The totel nuﬁbcr of visits mede wes 907.

Prexises

were cleored in 22 cases, ond 20 were still under observation

at the end of the wyear,

WLTER. SUFPLY,

aples token ond subindtted for bacteriological

exemination were o8 follows:--

Totol

Grovesend & Milton Woter Co,'s supply 13
Higham & Hundred of Hoo Co's supply 13

Gravesend Sviixming Pool

(o

Eacrrency drinking woter supplies

i
11

L1

Sctis-
factory.

Uﬁsatia—
factory.

13
13

L
1

41

-
-
P
—

——
-
e

2 soamples - one of the Gravesend supply and one of the
Highenn and Hundred of Hoo supply were teken and subrdited for

chemical cnelysis.

Description or nwaibexr
of szrmple,

Appeirance ...
ColoUuX sevessssassssnnss
5;“@11 L A N R I R R
Chlorine in Chlorides ...... evrane
Phosphoric Acid in Phosphates ....
Nitropgen in Nitrotes .voeiiivcansne
Amrwonia seceeese
Albuminoid Armonia cececssscsescns
Oxyzsen cbsorbed in 15 minutes ....
Oxygen obsorbed in 4 hours .......
Hardness before boiling (total) ..
Herdness after boiling ( peruenent)
Poknl  soid nobber (L% dusdie sove
iiicroscopicel exmaination of
deposit siiecinseiiivisanans
ifetellic impregnetion (Copper,
Leed, BIne) .cceweas

LI O R I I IR R R I

LRI B

& & & B & F B B 4 B PRy

PO RO O B |

The reports were as follows:-

Cleor
Green~-blue
Norrol

1. 35

None

0.43
Trace cnly

Trace only,

0.016
17.9
2.6
25.90

slight orgenic

dcbris

lone

LN B B

No.1"Higho & Hundred No.2"Cravesend
of Hoo Vcoter Co.
Supply" .

" & iilton

Water Co.

EU‘_‘*EE.':IE .

Cleaxr
Grecrn~blue
Noxmad
1.26

Hone

0.41

0. 0007
0.0014
Troce only
0.013

19.6

2]

26,74

slight orgenic

debris

None


































