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diseased is explained,

The deaths from various forms of Tuberculosis number

ten, the figure for 1914 being 4,

The Neath Rate of Infants under One Year 1is 113 per
1,000, This is a larger figurc than has hcen recorded for
several years, It is without doubt accounted for by the excess
of deaths from respiratory diseases ahbove the average. In 1915,
there were ten such deaths, 1914, five only. The excess of Five
in the year represent a rate of ahout 20 in 1,000 births, The

other figures in Tabhle III call for no particular comment,

In connection with the birth-rate cne comment may be
made dealing with 2 Tact of more than local interest and
importance:~ The number or illegitimate births during the year
was 12, - 4.6 per cent, This number 1s considerably below the
average for ithe last six years, the average numher being abhout

18 illegitimate hirths in the district,

When it is remembered that a large military camp has
been in existence in the district since Septemher 1914, it
heoomes estahllshad by the clear logic of fact that the various
sensational statements which were so prevalent months ago as to
the enormous inecreass of lillegitimmcy which was to be expscted
owing to Jjust such conditicns as are found in this district, as
in many others, are entirely without foundation. It is a
pleasure to bhe able to hring forward statistics whick remove a
slur put upcn a well-behaved body of men, and equally upon the

younger female members of the cormmnity,

.






In September of the year, The Notificatlon of Blrths Act,
1915 required the early notiificatlon of every birth throughout
the country, with a view to the adoption of measures in each
area to minimize as far as possible the mortality amongst infants,
The question is obviously cne of natlional importance, especially
at the present time. The measures so far adopted in your area
are not complete. In several villages where a nurse regularly
visits, the names of parents are commnicated to her by the
County Medical Officer of Health, and she visits any case where
it appears that advice is required, In other parts of the
district no regular scheme has been adopted, Your Medical
Officer has made visgits to some foriy cases, and has with very
few exceptions found that children were being brought up under
favourabhle cirecumstances, The chief element militating against
a healthy upbringing has heen overcrowding, but this factor has
very variable consequences, for many a large famlly has been
brought up without infantile loss amid surroundings the reverse
of hygienioc,

The full working out of the Act 1s a large prohlem, The
Authorities on Child Welfare tell us that therc ars two particular
epochs of child life wherc the help thus adumbrated is required,
The first is in the first few weeks of life, and the second 1is
in the last months of the first yoar, i.e., in the period when
as a rule artificial feeding follows natural. Hence the following
‘up of the full purpose of the Aot is not a small ratter, but may
involve attention for a wery long time 1n any particular case,
and in a widely-scattered Rural District it presents considerable

dlfficultiss.







INFECTICUS DISEASES,

The total numher of notifications during the year was 108,
There were 47 cases of Scarlet Fever, 37 of Diphtheria, ten of
Eryeipelas, one case of cerebro-spinal fever, 7 of pulmonary

tuberculosis, and six of other forms of tuherculosis,

Searlet Fever,.-The year was very disappointing with regard

to this notifiable disease., In the first nine months only &
cages were notified, but in the last three months no less than
42 cases ocecurred, There was an epidemic comprising ten cases
at Woodnook in Ociober, and a still larger outbreak involving
21 patients at Gonerby H1ll Foot, most of which occurred during
Novenber,

The Woodncok opidemic remiined limited throughout to three
families, All the children in this hamlet were withdra¥m from
their attendance at School in the neighhouring willage of Little
Ponton, with the result that this School had also to be closed
owing to the diminution of numbers attending. This secondary
result was not desired by your Medical Officer.

The epidemic at Gonerby Hill Foot was undoubtedly started
by children attending the school whilst suffering from a very
mild form of the disease. Your Medical Offlcer found two
ohildren peeling freely who had never had mediocal attention,
and who had attended school uniil within a day or so of their
discovery. In cases of this kind one finds it usually
impossible to decide whether the parent 1s to hlame on the
grounds of bheing wilfully careless or of heing lacking in
ordinary intelligence.
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The disease ran riot for four or five days, the number of
cases notified heing heyond thét which could be nursed in the
Isolation Hospital, and in consequence no steps were taken to
open the hospital. By the end of the year the epidemic had
ceased, with the exoeption that one case was notified in January,
1916,

The Gonerby Hill Foot Infants' School was closed during the
epidemic. The School at Great Gonerby, which older children from
the Hill Foot attend, remained open, and it is interesting to note

that only one child in Great Gonerhy contracted the illness,

Diphtheria,-37 cases were notified,

At Carlton Scroop nine cases occurred in the
second and third weeks of July, with two asscciated oases at
Honington., A special report was made to the Couneil on this
occurrsnce, wherein it was stated that slight sore throats had
heen prevalent in the village amongst children for some weeks
hefore the Tirst G&SB.W&S notified, and that personal contact was
in all probability the cause of the further notirfied cases.

In the sawme village in liovember there wero slx cases, five
being in one family, a2nd cne case in December, Swahs were taken
from children!s throats with the object of ascertaining if there
were any "carriers," but with negative results. The village has
now heen free from infeection for four months.

In the esarly part of the year there were four ocases at
Stainby and Gunby, in which village there had heen several oases

in December, 1914,






There were six deaths From diphtheria during the year, whick
represents a mortality of 17 per cent, Many of the cases were of
a severe type, and thls figure way therefore he considsred
fairly satisfactory. The use of antitoxin has beon considerable,
and judging hy the records of the mortality of diphtheria
previous to the use of this agent, it may be fairly argued that
a percentage wortality of 17 with the use of antitoxin would

probably be scmething 1like 50 witkout its employment,

Cerebro-spinal kieningitis,-One case with very marked

features of the disease was notified during the year, and made

a surprisingly rapid and total recovery. A second casc also
occcurred, although not asctually notified, This was transforred

to the Grantham Hospital, and a fatal termination oceurred. Under
the scheme of the Beard this is a transierable death to bo
included in the statistics of this Distriot, and has therefors a
place in Tahle III.

Toherculosis.-Thirteen cases, 7 o punlinonary tuberculosis,

six of other forms, were notiified, In the previous year only
five cases were rocorded, and a comment wvas made to the effect
that a oconsiderable increasse was only tc he expected.

The various cases were visited, and the usual recommaondations
given, In the majority of ocases visited since the Tuborculosis
Regulations of 1912 came intc lfovroe, it has heen found that the
dootor!s instructions are well carried out, and all precauntions
taken to prevent the spread of disease to other porscns, There
is, however, a minority where the desirahllitics of goeod mursing

.
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TABLE IIT.-CAUSES _OF, AND AGES AT. DEATH DURING THE YT

ZAR 1915

L. T

T
CAUSES ALT, liett Deaths at the subjoined ages ol
OF "Residents" whether occurring within or
DEATH , AGES. without the district.
fgesr -1 25T 35 25 45 65 and
ono to to %o to to to up-
year, a '+ A5 26 46 65 wards,
Certified 184 29 § 5 1% 5] g 41 78
All causes
lmeertified 1 - - - = - - - /=
Measles 2 - - - 2 - - - -
Scarlet Faver 1 - - - 1 - - - -
Whooping Cough 4 1 AN = - - -
Diphtheria & Croup 6 - “SH . - - - -
Influenza 4 - - = - - - 2 a2
Phthisis (Fulsonary
™iberculosis) 4 - e - 1 2 &
Tuberculous Msningitis il - - - 1 = ot o =
Other Tuberculous Diseses & - - = - 2 - 2 1
Cancer ,malignant discase 14 - - - = - 1 8 5
Rheuratic Fever 2 = - - - - 1 - -
Men itis 3 - - = 1 1 - 1 -
Organic Heart Disocase 15 - TR | - — 4 10
Bronechitis 21 6 - = - - - 3 12
Pneumonia (&ll forms) 14 3 R § ] 1 1 3 4
Other diseases of
respiratory or s 3 1 o o kY, o
Diarrhosa & Entar%?gs 4 2 N = R 3] 3 % 1
Appendicitis&Typhlitis 1. - e o & = Z
Nephritis & Brightis
disease & - - e - - 5
Other accidents and 2
diseasoes of Prsgnancy
and Parturiticn 3 - S e s x 3 >
Congenital Debility and W
Malformation, includ-
= ingiPﬁamatura Birth 8 8 - = = - = = &
iolen eaths s =
exoluding Sticide 0 E TR 8
gz%eide 1 - L e & £ 1
er defined diseases 57 = =
Diseases ill-defined or 2 X 2 > : =2 55
unknowrn 2 2 1 = = = - &
Totals 185 SENNEER R s 8 41 7B
Sub-Entriss:-
Cerebro-spinal Meningitis 1
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