[Report 1907] / Medical Officer of Health, Grantham Borough.

Contributors

Grantham (England). Borough Council.

Publication/Creation
1907

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/kh7xxfyt

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution license.

This licence permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any
medium, provided the original author and source are credited. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode




considerable number of years, that the prompt closure of a School, and more particularly of an
Infant School, upon the first appearance of a case of undoubted measles amongst the scholars, is
likely to be the most efficient step which a Sanitary Authority can take to check a possible epidemic
of measles. 1 am also of opinion, after careful observation, that it is quite exceptional for measles
1o occur twice in the same individual. This, I know, is contrary to the view generally accepted,
but my eéxperience tells me that in nearly all those instances in which persons are reported to have
had repeated attacks of measles, they have suffered from * German " measles, rose rash, or allied
discases.  The difficulty, however, still exists in deciding from the history of various illnesses which
parents may parrate, what may have beén actually the exact nature of the illness from which their
children have suffered.

Twelve cases of erysipelas were notified during the year : 2 in Little Gonerby, 4 in Grantham,
4 in Spittlegate, and 2 in the Grantham Workhouse.  There were 2 deaths reported as due to this
cause.

Three cases of enteric fever were notified during the yvear, and one death resulted. After care-
ful enquiry, no evidence of the cause of these cases could be ascertained. ‘The cases themselves
did not appear to be associated one with the other. Two cases occurred in February—one in
Grantham and one in Spittlegate ; and one in August in Little Gonerby.

There were 43 cases of scarlet fever notified during the year, with no deaths. 19 cases oceurred
in January, 5 in February, 4 in March, 2 in April, 1 in May, 1 in August, 3in October, 5 in
November, and 3 in December. The extensive and prolonged epidemic of scarlet fever could not
be considered over until April, having lasted from the October of 1g65.  The last of the patients
in our Isolation Hospital was discharged on April 27th. There were 246 cases admitted during
the epidemic to the Isolation Hospital, and it is exceedingly gratifying to report that no deaths
occurred. Amongst these numerous cases there were many complications, and it may be interesting
to record these. They may be distributed under the following headings :—

Rhinorrhoea 9 | Mastoid abscess and hsmaturia 1

A with abhscess .. I Pyamia 1
Erysipelas and abscess ... 1 Ringworm 4
Cervical abscess 2 Pertussis - 3
Mastoid abscess 4 Rheumatism ... 1
Albuminuria 7 Chorea i i
Otorrhoea 23 Phlegmonous inflammation of neck and
Scabies 2 collapse of lung 1
Hamaturin 8

Some of these cases were exceedingly ill, and I consider their recovery was mainly due to the
skill and patient attention of our nurses.  That not a few of them weould have succumbed if they
had been left in their own homes, must, 1 think, be regarded as an undisputed fact, and is in itself
& valuable argument in favour of the benefit of Hospital treatment for these cases. The list of
complications moreover shows that the type of cases with which we were dealing was a severe one,
and again it must be taken into consideration that under less stringent treatment, even if death had
not oceurred as an immediate résult, evils, such as car trouble, mastoid disease, or kidney troubles,
would very likely have persisted, and perhaps permanently, in the convalescent cases.

QOur Izolation Hospital, though by no means equipped as many such Hospitals, proved that it
was capable of dealing with satisfactory results with this large number of cases. After all the
patients were discharged the building was thoroughly cleansed and disinfected, the blankets, &c.,
being disinfected ar the Disinfector Station,

Since the closure of the Isolation Hospital, those cases of scarlet fever which have occurred,
have been treated in their own homes, every effort being made to provide for their efficient isolation,
as each individual case permitted. '

Reviewing the epidemic eritically, now that it is over, I have no doubt in my own mind that
the result of the isolation of the cases in Hospital was an immense boon te the community.

That much disappointment has been experienced throughout the country, at the apparent
failure of the extensive measures for Hospital Isolation, which have been adopted in almost all
populous districts, has now generally been almost universally acknowledged, and 1 believe that
this is due, in spite of all the elaborate care that has been taken, to the persistence of the poison
remaining for unknown periods in some of the convalescent cases, and to cope with this is the
problem, which at present has outwitted the wisest of our S;pnitlrin.ns. I have, what appears to
my mind, ample evidence from a considerable number of my recorded cases, that the specific
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searlatinal poison may—and does in some cases—persist, probably in the nasal or aural chambers
for months at least, after apparent complete convalescence ; and, moreover, that the capability for
transmission in such cases may be intermittent. That Hospital treatment or congregation was
not responsible for the return cases in our ¢pidemic was shown by the occurrence of not a few
among those who were treated in Lheir own homes.

Nevertheless, all the leading Sanitary Authorities maintain that Hospital isolation in the case
of scarlet fever is indispensable for the safety and well being of the community—partly with the
object of saving life and preventing the subsequent ill effects resulting from the complications which
may arise, and partly to prevent the disruption of business, and the hindrance to weork amongst
wage earners. No one who has not been intimately associated with such cases can be aware
of the hopeless tangle which promptly arises amongst the poorer members of the population when
a case of infectious disease oceurs. The mother must attend to the patient, her husband, her other
children, and her ordinary domestic duties, and on account of the danger of infection, it is almost
impossible to gain any assistance in these duties. Neighbours, friends or others, otherwise willing
to help are prevented ; and, if the case is a severe one, and perhaps the mother not over strong,
the conditions promptly assume a hopeless complex of surroundings which it is exceedingly
difficult to religve, however anxious all may be to help.

There were no cases of small pox during the year,

There were no deaths registered from epidemic diarcheen, and there can be little doubt that
this disease is less prevalent and less fatal during cold summers, a long continuance of dry heat
being apparently the ruling factor, by permitting and encouraging the fermentative changes which
are considered probably to be its cause.

Epidemic Influenza was prevalent in the carly months of the year; it gave rise to 10 deaths—
4 between the ages of 235 and 65, and 6 in persons over 65 vears of age.

Whooping cough was present during the greater part of the year ; it gave rise to nine deaths—

3 in children under 1 year, and six in childrén between the ages of 1 and 5 years. It is exceedingly

difficult to devise any measures to check this disease ; it commences insidiously, and infection to

others frequently occurs before the nature of the disease is recognised. It is doubtfiu] whether

School closure has much effect in combating the spread of whooping cough, and, indeed, it is rarely
resorted to, unless the large number of absentees appears to render such a step indispensable.

The deaths of children under 1 year {or the infantile mortalitv as it is called) is somewhat less
than last yvear—g6 as against 63, and aganst 634, the average for the preceding 10 years. A
pamphlet has been printed, containing advice as to the rearing of infants, and the Registrar of
Births has been kind enough to hand one of these in each instance to the person who registers a
birth. It is hoped that this measure has been useful, but the fear naturally suggests itself that the
very pecple whom we are most desirous to influence by this advice and instruction are likely to be
the very people who would either not heed, or trouble to endeavour to understand, the meaning of
the contents of the circular.

Mr. Barnacle, who has been your Sanitary Inspector for 34 years, resigned his post during the
month of August, and | desire to place on record that during the many years [ have bean engaged
in working with him, I have constantly appreciated the work he has dene, his shrewd common
sense, and the persistent determination with which he has carried out his duties, and 1 believe the
town owes a debt of gratitude to him for his many years of labour, especially when it is remembered
that many duties devolved upon his shoulders other than those connected with the Sanitary depart-
ment of the Borough.

Mr. Nott was appointed in August, and [ have every reason to believe that the choice made
by the Council, from a large number of applicants, was a wise one, and there can be little doubt
that the work now required is amply sufficient to engage his whole time and attention.

There are 32 Bakehouses: these have been inspected, and in a few instances necessary

alterations have been ordered. *

Cowsheds and Milk Shops have engaged the attention of your Inspector and myself, and it
has been decided to issue new orders, but pending their issue no steps have been taken. From the
recent atténtion which has been drawn to the danger to health arising from polluted milk, it has
become manifest that all Sanitary Authorities, having at heart the welfare of their district, must
enforce more stringent regulations, both in the provision of air space and healthy surroundings in
the cowsheds, and care in the manner of milking and in the cans and shops where milk is stored.
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This has been fully realized by the Sanitary Committee, and efforts will be made to enforce strictly
these new Regulations when they come into force.

Equal importance must be given to the inspection of meat. There can be hittle doubt that the
difficulty of adeguate meat inspection is seriously enhanced by the number of slanghter houses, in
which animals are slaughtered at all and various times. In the larger towns this has been met by
the provision of public Abatioirs, and it seems manifest that the advantage such arrangements
possess are greatly helpful, if not absolutely essential, for the complete and efficient inspection of
meat intended for human consumption. [n the smaller towns, like our own, there exisi many
slanghter houses, so situated that they can scarcely be other than a source of inconvenience, if not
of actual injury 1o neighbouring premises, however carefully they may be attended to. | allude to
slanghter houses which have existed for years in the rear of butchers’ premises, wedged in closely
amongst other habitations in the more crowded parts of the town. The only objection to tha
abolition of these and the provision of a public Abaltoir, | presume, can be on the score of éxpense—
partly the expense that would fall upon the rates in the provision of such a place, and partly the
increased expense to the butcher in paying for his space in the Abattoir, and probably increased
expense and inconvenience in having to carry on the slaughtering in a place away from his shop
and premises. 1 am afraid all the measures which modern sanitation recommends must always
lead to increased expenditure, partly to be borne by the rates and partly by the particular individual
whom the regulation especially affects. But it is the duty of the Sanitar}r Authority to use EVETY
means in its power to promote the health and well-being of the community, and when it becomes
evident that certain measures are requisite for the proper maintenance of health, sconer or later
such measures must be enforced, and the time has certainly arcived when the provision of a public
Abattoir, 1o repluce the present private slaughter houses, should engage the serious attention of
the Sanitary Authority. | mainkain that in any change that is made for the comman good of the
community, every consideration should be given as far as possible to the effect it may have
financially upon the individuals specially affected thereby; but consideration for the health of
the public must rank as of paramount importance, however much we may regret any possible
inconvenience. b

There are at present 24 Registered Slaughter Houses and g Licensed Slavghter Houses in
your district ; there are also 3 Slavghter Houses not at present in occupation.

There are 3 common Lodging Houses, all of which have been regularly inspected and are
under inspection.

There are o5 Workshops and Workplaces. These are being inspected, but during the short
time the present Inspector has been in office, it has not been possible for him to complete his
inspection.

There has been a new Contractor appointed for the Removal of House Refuse, and the work
has given satisfaction to the Inspector. In many instances receptacles for house refuse are not
provided, and in some instances the receptacles provided are quite inadequate for the purpose.
For the proper removal of the refuse, as well as in fairness to the contractor, steps should be taken
1o ensure the provision of suitable and proper receptacles.

The Borough Surveyor has paid special atténtion to the cleaning and ventilation of the SEWErS,
and, during the past few menths, 4 Webb’s Gas Ventilating Lamps and g "L"entilaﬁhg Shafts have
been provided to sewers.  There is good reason for believing that these have proved efficient for
the purpose for which they were provided.

On November 6th, seven picces of meat were seized and condemned, being in a state of
decomposition, and on November 1Bth, the butcher was fined £5 55. od. with £1 10s. 6d. costs.

Twenty-two samples under the Food and Drugs' Act were taken during the vear, all of which
were pronounced by the Public Analyst to be genuine.

Murse Hill has presented her Report as Inspector under the Midwives' Act, and from this it
appears that the necessary regulations are complied with. i

An Office has been provided at the Town Hall for the Sanitary Inspector. 1 append his
report, from which it will be seen that a very considerable amount of useful work has been done
in this department.

I am, Gentlemen,
Yours obediently,

H. FPOOLE BERRY.









TABLE 1.

Vital Statistics of whole District during 1907 and previous Years.

Name of District—GRANTHAM URBAN SANITARY.

Toras DeatHs REGISTERED | ' |
Binrns. Deaths of | Deathsof | NeTr DEATHS AT ALL
e ST NI ET,;:;‘.L Non- | Residents | AGES BELOXGING To
| Population | i nsid:ntud mgi;tgnrlzd THE DisTRICT.
o ..fi:.'aﬂsfﬂr L-ndcr:y:.lrnl‘:gir. . At all :.g:a_ II:':.?:::, r_:clfmr:u;:c I |:|n-ﬂn_:mlr:
1] B i ' im | JMERNEM- | RIDAE
i) Number Rate.* R':t_:ﬂ]:r tmtr;zm tions in | beyond 2 :
Mumber: Rirths [Number| Rate.* | District. D."“'.‘ - the Number. Rate.
| | IRE-'EIS—!.BI‘GI" istrick, 1strict.
1 | 2 i | < o L 7 ] g o 1I
1897 16,666 | sor |3o6o| 90 | 194°1 | 342 38 24 304 18°30
|
|
I I
1898 18,653 525 | 31°52 | oo ' [ 0 148 33 | =0 315 18:q1
1899 16,640 | 457 (2746| 57 | 12477 | 330 67 | 38 263 15780
| |
1900 16,627 11 [3ov73] 0o || rryoas joa 52 | 33 260 169715
1904 17:593 | 448 (25746 57 | 127723 | 288 50 25 b1 1483
igoz 17,677 451 | 25.51| 50 | 1i3oz | 278 s 27 251 14719
Igo3 17,701 474 | 2668 | 44 gz-82 19z | 40 | 20 172 968
I
| |
T I 17,845 479 | 26:81 | 6o I 12526 | 201 J 1630 46 : 2% | =68 15701
| | | |
' | |
1905 17,920 | 480 |26777| st | 10623 | 257 | 1433 o | B 239 13°33
| |
| | |
100 18,013 48y | 26°86| 63 |13|'25 426 1Bon 44 1] 2g1 1615
| [ JE—
. Averages |
for years 17,340 | 48170 | 27 B4 1634 | 13029 | 29574 | 1621 | 464 | 249 2633 1523
18g7- 106 |
S =
1907 18,007 | 484 (26074 | 56 | 11570 | 208 | 1621 4 | 19 | 276 | 1525

& Rates in Columns 4, 8, and 13 calculated per 1,000 of estimated population.

Wote.—The deaths to be included in Column 5 of this Table are the whole of those registered during the yvear as
having actually occurred within the district or division. The deaths te be included in Column 12 are the number in
Column 7, corrected by the subtraction of the number in Column 10 and the addition of the number in Column 11,

By the term ** Non-residents " 1s meant persons brought into the district on account of sickness or infirmity, and
dying in public institutions there ; and by the term **Residents' is meant persons who have been takén out of the district
on account of sickness or infirmity, and have died in public institutions elsewhere.

The ** Public institutions ™ to be taken into account for the purposes of these Tables are those into which persons are
habitually received on account of sickness or infirmity, such as hospitals, workhouses and lunatic asylums. A list of the
Institutions in respect of the deaths in which corrections have been made should be given on the back of this Table.

Area of District in acres

Total population at all ages ........... L7503 ' a
[
=
{exclusive of ar¢n1 1,676 Number of inhabited houses ......... 3732 5] E‘
[ L] IE
-

covered by water). |
Average number of persons per house 471

[See over,
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