[Report 1932] / Medical Officer of Health, Gosport Borough.

Contributors

Gosport (England). Borough Council.

Publication/Creation
1932

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/gumed;j8n

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution license.

This licence permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any
medium, provided the original author and source are credited. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode













SECTION C.—Continusd. PAGE.
Moats, Stokes Bay - H ‘i 17
Mosqguito Control ai = we 24
Notiees Served i e e 21
Offensive 1rades . 47 e 19, 24
Ontworkers “F 2 23
Premises and Oceupations aub;e:..t to Control h

the Loeal Authority 24
Premises Controlled by Bye-laws 54 2= 19
Privies e i b g 17
Privy Pans o " i 2 17
Fublie Cleansing . s s 18
Hag Flock Acts, 1911 and ]923 e i 24
Refuse Collection = #a i 18
Refuse Disposal % e “ I8
Repairs, General e = e 21
Rivers and Streams i K ik 17
Sanitary Inspection of Area .. s e 15
Sanitary Inspectors, Work of .. i 4 15
Sanitary Work Carried Out, Sommary of £ = 20
Schools, Sanitary Inspection of s & 24
Sewerage and Drainage = o s 17
Sinks - e e i 20
Slanghterlonses ol s FiF 19, 24
Smoke Abatement ik o =t 23
Streams and Rivers < - & 17
Tents, Vans and Sheds = - . 19, 24
Underground Sleeping Rooms " . 24
Water Closets - s . 17
Water supply .. -5 . - 15, 20
Workplaces sk s 2 4 19, 22
Workshops o i i o 19, 22, 2%
Yard Paving .. - - == 20

SECTION D.—HOUSING.

Census s 25

General ‘-‘ita.n{lartl of housing amummcrdatlmu fu'r

the Working Classes 25, 26
Honsing Defects Remedied s o i 27
Houses erected daring the year i e 26
Honses Inspected during the year i s 27
Housing Statistics . s " 27
Overcrowding .. a5
Proceedings under Sections 11, I-!: and 15 of the HGHH]“}! Act, 1925 20
Froceedings nnder Section 3 of the Housing Act, 1925 - 28
Proceedings under Sections 19 and 21 of the Honsing Aet, 1#3!] 28
Proceedings under Section 20 of the Housing Act, 1930 s 28
Proceedings under Seccions 17, 18 and 23 of the Housing Aect, 1930 27
Proceedings under the Public Health Acts .. 28

SECTION E. - INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD,

Adalteration of Food - . = 30, 31

Bacteriological Examinations .. s e 32






=

o

BOROUGH OF GOSPORT.

Health Committee 1932-1933.

His Worship the Mayor Councillor Vincent

Alderman Pook (Chairman) Councillor Nowell

Alderman Walker Counecillor Silver

Alderman Windebank Councillor Sandford

Councillor Gregson Counecillor Bonwick

Councillor Lake Councillor Rogers (Vice-Chairman)

Councillor Williams.

Housing Committee.

His Worship the Mayor Councillor Gibbs

Alderman Lee (Chairman) Councillor Osborn

Alderman Kent Councillor Cameron

Alderman Parham Councillor Sandford

Councillor Bartlett Councillor Buckland

Councillor Abel Councillor Rogers (Vice-
Councillor Smith Chairman).

Public Health Department.
Staff :

Medical Officer of Health, School Medical Officer and
Medical Superintendent of the Isolation Hospital.

G. W. Fleming, L.R.C.P. & S., Edin., L.RF.P. & 8., Glas,,
D.P.H., Leeds.

Chief Sanitary Inspector :
C. W. Carswell, Cert. R. San. Institute.

Assistant Sanitary Inspector :
W. G. Saunders, Cert. R. San. Institute, Cert. Insp. of Meat and
Food, R.S8.L

Clerk :—M. F. Wells.
Disinfector and Mortuary Attendant :—E. G. Coles.

Other Public Health Officers of the Authority :
Veterinary Surgeon :—M. Bridgeman, M.R.C.V.S.






r
i

BOROUGH OF GOSPORT.

To His Worship the Mayor and the Aldermen and Councillors of
the Borough of Gosport.

Mgr. Mavor, Mrs. MAIN AND GENTLEMEN,

I have the honour to submit my second Annual Report on the
Health and Sanitary Circumstances of the Borough for the year ended
December 31st, 1932,

\ By order of the Ministry of Health this is an ordinary and not
a survey report and is drawn up on the lines indicaced by Circular 1269
issued by the Ministry of Health.

The number of deaths during 1932 shows an inerease of 76 over
the previous year due mainly to influenza, bronchitis, pneumonia and
heart disease. The number of notifications of infectious disease was
notably lower than in 1931 exeepting the notifications of pnenmonia
which were more than doubled. The number of births during the year
shows an increase of 36 over the number for 1931, but this is partly
counterbalanced by an increase in the infant deaths by 10 over the
number for 1931. The housing conditions in the Borough have
improved and are still engaging the earnest attention of the Council.
Further details on this subject will be found in the Housing section of
my report.

Other matters of interest are referred to under their respective
headings.

The boundaries of the Borough of Gosport were extended
during the year to include the Parish of Rowner thereby increasing the
area within the Borough by 461°25 acres, and the population by
70 approximately.

I am,
Your obedient Servant,
Health Department, G. W. FLEMING,
“ Rostellan,” Medical Officer of Health.
Stoke Road,

GOSPORT.
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Causes of Death in Gosport during 1932.

CAUSES OF DEATH.

ALL CAUSES.

Typhoid and Paratyphoid Fevers
Measles
Scarlet Fever .

Whooping Cough

Diphtheria

Influenza i

Encephalitis Lethargica
Cerebro-Spinal Fever
Tubercualosis of Respiratory System
Other Tuberenlous Diseases
Syphilis

General Paralysis of the insane,
tabes dorsalis

Cancer (malignant dlsease)
Diabetes :
Cerebral Ilaemorrhage, ete.
Heart Disease

Aneurysm i
Other Circulatory Dlseasea
Bronchitis

Pneumonia (all forms)
Other Respiratory diseases
Peptic Ulecer

Diarrheea, ete. (under 2 vearﬂ}
Appendicitis

Cirrhosis of Liver 64
Other diseases of Liver, etc
Other digestive diseases
Acute and chronic Nephritis
Puerperal Sepsis

Other puerperal causes

Congenital Debility, Premature Blrth

Malformations, ete.
Benility
Suicide
Other Violence
Other defined diseases
Caunges ill-defined or unknown

Males.

203

Females,

194

|i.:u‘3r:! —-Uln—'-—-l ..',5.:||

| e |

H| t:n:.-.:mi
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No change has been made in the existing arrangements for the
examination or analysis of clinical material, water, milk and foodstuffs.

Leagislation an foree.

No Local Acts, Special Orders, General Adoptive Acts and
Bye-laws relating to the public health eame into foree during 1932,
The following list shows the legislation in force at the present time.

dets of Parliument Adopted :—

Infectious Disease (Notification) Aet, 1889, 14th November, 1889,
Infectious Disease (Prevention) Act, 1890, 12th February, 1891,
Public Health Acts, Amendment Act, 1890, 12th February, 1891.
Housing of the Working Classes Act, 1890, Part 3, 11th February, 1897.
Public Health Acts, Amendment Act, 1907, Part 2. Sections 34 to

49 (inclusive) of Part 3, Part 4, 5 and 6, by an order of the

I.ocal Government Board, 4th August, 1909.

Sections 79, 81, 82, 83, 86, 20th April, 1909.

Part 10, 9th August, 1922.

Part 8, Section 84, 23rd November, 1923,

Part 9, Section 91, 22nd February, 1925.
Public Health Acts. 1925, Parts 2, 3, 4 and 5, 22nd February, 1926.

Bye-laws and Regulations in firce in the Borough.

Nuisances 11th November, 1891.
Common Lodging House 11th November, 1891.
The Trade of a Tripe Boiler 11th November, 1891.
The Trade of a Bone Boiler 11th November, 1891.
Slaughterhouses 16th September, 1922,
New Streets and Buildings 17th January, 1925,
Regulations,

Good Rule and Government 5th November, 1926,
Regulating the use of the Landing Stage at Gosport Hth July, 1923.
Hospitals,

There have been no changes during the year in the hospital
services, except the extension of the accommodation at the Gosport
War Memorial Hospital, which should now be ample for the
requirements of the district. = The Hospital now provides a total of
42 beds with two sun-wards in addition, an adequate Out-patient
department, a greatly enlarged and improved X-Ray department and
additional Staff accommodation. The following statistics show the use
made of the hospital during the year.
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Small Pox Huspitul

Situated within about a quarter-of-a-mile from the Blake
Isolation Hospital, with accommodation for 12 patients. There is an
arrangement with the Corporation of Portsmouth to admit sporadie
cases from that City. No cases were admitted during the year, and
no change was made in the arrangements,

Ambulance Facilifies

(a) Infectious Cases :—

A motor ambulance is kept at the Fever Hospital and 1s driven
by the Hospital Porter. It is available at any time. No change in the
arrangements was made during the year.

(b) Non-Infectious and Accident Cases : —

This ambulance, the gift of Alderman L. J. Parham, is in charge
of the Superintendent of the Fire Brigade, and is driven by firemen
well trained in ambulance work. During the vear this ambulance was
called out for 45 accidents and 397 removals. Total mileage for the
year, 2198.

Clinics and Tventmend (entres,
No new Centres were provided during the year. For Centres
already provided see table on page 6.

Section C.—Sanitary Circumstances of

the Area.

Wuter Supnly.

The Borough is supplied by the Gosport Waterworks Company.
The water is derived from deep wells at Mislingford, in the Parish of
Soberton, from headings sunk into the upper chalk formation, conse-
quently no filtration is required. The total quantity of water supplied
to Gosport and surrounding districts during 1932 was 476 million
gallons, which is equivalent to 29°6 gallons per head per day. The
reserve yield of this source over consumption is 1,157,500 gallons per
day, approximately.

Exiension of Main,

The duplication of the 15-in. Trunk Supply Main between the
Shedfield Storage Reservoir and Gosport was completed during 1932.

Precautionary Mensures,

A Chlorinating Plant has been installed, capable of treating the
whole yield from this source, should it be necessary.
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Report.

This is a elear and bright water of normal colour and neutral
in reaction. It contains no excess of saline matter, is entirely free
from metals and the analysis shews that the water remains constant in
chemical composition within reasonable limits.

The water is of a high degree of organic and bacterial purity
and is, therefore, pure and wholesome, suitable for drinking and
domestic purposes.

(signed) John F. Beale,
For DRS. BEALE & SUCKLING.

Dininage and Sewernge.

The sewage of the whole district, with a few exceptions, gravi-
tates to 19 ejection chambers, and from these it is forced by compressed
air into the main sewer from which it is discharged crude into the sea
at the western end of Stokes Bay. A total of 397,566,800 gallons of
sewage were pumped out to sea during the year. A large fracture was
discovered in the main outfall pipe, about 400 fect from its extremity,
which bas been repaired. The main sewer is being extended to
Bridgemary and the work is nearly completed in spite of many serious
and unexpected difficulties. A storm water drain was- laid at
Lee-on-Solent during the year.

Rivers ana Str-ums,

There are no important rivers or streams in the area. Our
only river, the Alver, is unimportant and gives no trouble. The moats,
surrounding the Borough, are much more liable to contamination and
need careful watching and attention. A section of the moat opposite
Stokes Bay was seriously polluted for two or three weeks during the
year, the origin of the pollution being due to a large mass of decom-
posing fish apparently killed by the admission of too large a volume of
fresh water from the river Alver.

Closet Aecommodation.

Number of Water Closets ... 9502
- .+ Privy Pans 62
" " Privies e i b

There were two conversions from privy pans to wateér closets
during the year.
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Public Cleansing,

The removal of refuse is undertaken by the Corporation, and is
under the direction of the Borough Surveyor. In most parts of the
town there 18 a bi-weekly colleection. Up-to-date motor dust-vans are
in general use, except in the Lee district, where this work is done by
contract. An important change in the disposal of refuse was made
during the year ; incineration having been displaced, on economic
grounds, in favour of the method known as “ controlled tipping.” It
is too soon to say that the change has been completely vindicated by
the results. To do away with the nuisance due to dustbins being
placed on the streets arrangements have been made to colleet them
from the premises of householders where possible. This is a distinet
advance which I hope will soon be followed by the provision and
maintenance of suitable refuse receptacles by the Local Authority as
empowered by Section 45 of the Public Health Act, 1875. Until this
is done there will always be nuisances arising from the use of unsuitable
and worn out receptacles.

(a) Method of eolleeting dry house refuse : —
By mechanical vehicles.

(b) Method of collecting refuse from earth closets and privies :—
With Tun at night.

(¢) Method of disposing of dry house refuse :—
By Controlled Tipping.

(d) Method of disposing of refuse from earth closets and privies :
On farm manure heaps.

(e) Method of cleansing cesspools :—
By pumping into a Tun.

(f) Arvrangements for the disposal of cesspool contents :—
Storage Tanks opposite outfall at Lee-on-Solent.

Sanitary Inspection of the Area.

(a) Work of Sanitary Inspectors.
(1) Inspection of Dweliing Houses.

Total Houses Inspected under Public Health or

Housing Acts is 304
Total number of inspections ma.da 354
Housing (Consolidated) Regulations 235
After Infectious Disease 162
Defects found ... ..« 11852
Notices served (Prel:mmary} 662
Re-inspections 7¢ Notices served coo 1497

Complaints received and attended to 265









(8) General Repuirs,

House Floors repaired

Windows repaired or renewed

Window Sills repaired or renewed

Sashcords renewed ‘

Washing Coppers repaired or renewed

Stoves repaired or renewed .

House Doors repaired or renewed

Stairs repaired

Handrails fixed -

Chimney pots renewed and stacks rebuilt

Dirty or defective rooms repaired, cleansed and
redecorated

Insufficient floor ventilation

Insufficient ventilation and light

External painting

Locks and fastenings

Ceilings and Wallplaster repaired or renew ed

(9) Miscelluneons.

Offensive aceumulations removed
Animals so kept as to be a nuisance

Y erminous rooms and persons disinfected
Dirty premises cleansed

Stagnant water

Drams tested

Dangerous structures re-purt.&d
Overcrowding

() Notices served.

Informal Notices

Statutory Notices :
Section 36, Public Health Act, 1875
Section 94, Public Health Act, 1875
Section 41, Public Health Aect, 1875
Section 5, Infectious Disease (Prevention)

Act, 1890

Section 3, Housing Act, 1925
Section 17, Housing Act, 1930

Number of Notices completed

122
1

== R = - T o )

o

662

225
959






Registered Workshops.

Workshops on the Register (Sec. 131) at the end of

the year. | Number
Bakehouses (including six factory bakehouses) e T 18
Other Workshops 78
|
Total number of Workshops on Register 96
Other matters.
Class. Number

Matters notified to H.M. Inspector of Factories :-

Failure to affix Abstract of the Factory and Wor Lshnp
Act (Sec. 133)

Action taken in matters refermd by H. "PI In:per:tc:-r as
remediable under the Public Health Aects, but not
under the Factory and “’{:rkshnp Acts (See. 5)

Other

Underground Ba,keh{:-uaes l&ec I{H}

Certificates granted during the year ... —
In use at the end of the year i

L]

Out-Workers.

The following list shows the nature of the homework carried out
in this district by 113 out-workers :—

Wearing Apparel (various) .. 113

During the year 3 lists of out-workers were received from other
Authorities in respect of addresses in Gosport. Twelve lists were
received from employers within the distriet. In all instances the
premises of out-workers were kept in a satisfactory manner.

Smoke Abatement.

Gosport is fortunate in not being troubled to any serious extent
by nuisance from smoke. We had one complaint only during the year
which was speedily abated.
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Premises and Occupations Subject to Control by the
Local Authority.

Number
1. Houses let in lodgings 8
2. Common Lodging Houses 3
3.  Offensive trades —
4. Tents, Vans and Sheds On Fair Ground only.
(number varies).
5. Dairies, Cowsheds and Milkshops 94
6. Slaughterhouses EY s 10
7.  Underground sleeping rooms —=

Other Sanitary Conditions requiring Notice.
Mosquito Control.

Owing to the flatness of the Borough and the large expanses of
marshy ground this problem is very difficult and will never be
completely overcome until some method of draining or filling in the
breeding grounds is undertaken. However, much good work has been
done already and a fair measure of success achieved in reducing this
nuisance. By an arrangement with the Admiralty, waste oil is supplied
free of charge to the Corporation in return for which we spray the
Crown Lands as well as our own. Much assistance has also been given
by the Royal Engineers in keeping rushes and reeds burnt or ent down
and gullies clear, without which it would be impossible to spray these
areas effectively. During the year 500 gallons of waste oil, 160 gallons
of larvicide and 700 gallons of paraffin were used for this purpose.
The cost to the Corporation for wages, larvieide and paraffin amounted
to £140 for the season.

Disposal of the Dead.,

The arrangements are adequate.
Schools.

There are 16 Elementary Schools with 28 departments in the
Borough, all of which are regularly inspected. No schools were elosed

during the year on account of infectious disease. All the schools have
main water supply and all bar one have W.C’s.

Rag Flock Acts, 1911 and 19285,

There are no premises in this District on which Rag Floek is
manufactured. Where used, the tradesmen buy under a warrant that
it complies with the standard of cleanliness. No samples were taken
during the year.
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Section D.—Housing.

According to the 1931 Census there are 8684 dwellings in
Gosport and 9241 private families therein ; showing an excess of 557
private families over dwellings. Of the 8684 dwellings 7611 are
occupied by one private family, 677 by 2 private families, and 78 by 3
or more private families, the remainder being vacant, i.e. 318. The
population in private families=33,415 and the number of rooms
occupied =43,694. Therefore the average number of persons per
room = 0"76 (England and Wales 0'91). More than two persons per
room has been utilized in the 1931 and past Census Reports as an
approximate comparative index figure for the purpose of measuring the
prevalence and distribution of overcrowded conditions. At the 1931
Census there were 162 private families in Gosport (1°75 per cent of the
total private families) with a population of 1097 (3°28 per cent of the
total population in private families) oceupying dwellings at more than
2 per room density. The corresponding percentages for England and
Wales at the 1921 Census were 5'T per cent of the total private families
and 9 6 per cent of the private families population, i.e. three times the
Gosport figures. From these statistics and my own observations I can
say with some assurance that overcrowding in Gosport i1s not nearly so
serious a problem as it is in many other places  But there are too many
dilapidated houses badly arranged, badly lighted and ventilated, damp,
and without adequate and readily accessible water supply or sanitary
accommodation or other conveniences. These should be thoroughly
reconditioned and brought up to present-day standard if possible or be
demolished and replaced by new houses. In my opinion the latter is
the procedure of choice because to recondition old property thoroughly,
including the provision of modern amenities, is expensive and difficult
to enforce and the cost falls entirely upon the owner whereas
(Government grants are available for new houses and the remainder of
the burden is evenly distributed over the whole of the ratepayers.
Section 62 (3) of the Housing Act, 1930, provides that “In determining
whether a house is fit for human habitation regard shall be had to the
- extent, if any, to which by reason of disrepair or sanitary defects the
house falls short of the provisions of any bye-laws in operation in the
distriet, or of the general standard of housing accommodation for the
working classes in the district.” What then is to be considered the
General Standard of housing accommodation for the working classes in
the district ? Obviously some standard will have to be decided upon
which will make it possible to classify a house unfit but repairable at a
reasonable cost or unfit but not repairable at a reasonable cost, as
required by the Housing Aet, 1930. It must be remembered that it
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is no longer necessary to be able to see the sky through the roof or
shake hands through the wall before a house can be classified unfit.
Under the Housing Act, 1930, a house can be dealt with which is in
any respect unfit for human habitation through disrepair or sanitary
defects. ' Sanitary Defects ” being defined as lack of air space or of
ventilation, darkness, dampness, absence of adequate and readily
accessible water supply or sanitary accommodation or of other
conveniences and inadequate paving or drainage of courts, yards
OT passages. :

It is clear, then, that much will depend upon the model adopted
as * The general standard of housing accommodation for the working
classes in the district.” If it is to be much below the Council House
standard in respect of amenities then there will be little prospect of
obtaining much 1mprovement in the general standard of housing in the
distriet as far as it can be affected by reconditioning old property. The
provision of a bath in a working class house is not considered ** essential”
by some of the opponents of the Housing Bill at present being considered
by the House of Lords. Highly desirable it undoubtedly is and a
certainty that the bath habit will never be acquired if the bath is
lacking. The extra cost of providing one being quite trivial compared
with the total cost of a house its exclusion can hardly be justified on
«economic grounds. Cleanliness ean be preached but is futile unless
every obstacle is removed to encourage it to be practised. It is hard
enough to keep children elean and healthy with the aid of modern
conveniences but well nigh impossible without them. The presence of
houses without indoor water supply and sink, washing accommodation
adequate facilities for storing, preparing and ecooking food and proper
sanitary accommodation and other conveniences, encourage insanitary
habits and because of their comparatively lower rents attract undesirable
people to the district. Under the Housing Act, 1930, Local Authorities
have power to insist that such houses be brought up to date in these
respects or be demolished. Improvement in the Housing Standard will
depend largely upon the extent to which these powers are put into
operation.

Housing—Statistics.
{a) General.

Number of houses erected during the year :—

(1) Total 196
(2) As part of a municipal housing scheme —
(3) By other bodies and persons 196
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1. (b) Inspection of Dwelling-houses during the year.

(1) (a) Total number of dwelling-houses inspected
for housing defects (under Public Health
or Housing Acts) 304

(b) Numberof inspections made for the purpose 354

(2) (a) Numberof dwelling-houses (included under
sub-head (1) above) which were inspected
and recorded under the Housing Consolid-
ated Regulations, 1925 235

(b) Numberof inspections made for the purpose 285
(3) Number of dwelling-houses found to be in a

state so dangerous or injurious to health as to
be unfit for human habitation

&

(4) Number of dwelling-houses (exclusive of those
referred to under the preceding sub-head) found
not to be in all respects reasonably fit for
human habitation 138

2. Remedy of Defects during the year without service of
Formal Notices.

Number of defective dwelling-houses rendered
fit in consequence of informal action by the
Local Authority or their officers 72

3. Action under Statutory Powers during the Year.

A Proceedings under Sections 17, 18 and 23 of the Housing
Act, 1930 :—

(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which
notices were served requiring repairs =

(2) Number of dwelling-houses which were rendered
fit after service of formal notices :—

(a) By Owners sl
(b) By Local Authority in default of owners 52
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F Proceedings under Sections 11, 14 and 15 of the Housing
Act, 1925 :(—

(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which
Closing Orders became operative e

(2) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which
Closing Orders were determined, the dwelling-
houses having been rendered fit —

(3) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which
Demolition Orders became operative —

(4) Number of dwelling-houses demolished in
pursnance of Demolition Orders -

Section E.—Inspection and Supervision of Food.
MHalk Supply.

There are only 15 dairy farms in the district and 79 dairymen
or purveyors of milk on our register. Consequently much of the milk
sold in the Borough comes from the districts outside its boundary.
During the year 398 inspections were paid to the dairies and farms in
the Borough. On the whole, the general standard of these premises
can be called satisfactory. Details of the defects discovered and
remedied will* be found in the Sanitary Inspector’s summary of
inspections. [t was necessary to take action under the Milk and
Dairies Order, 1926, in respect of two dairy farms. In one case the
owner built new premises and in the other an undertaking was given
that the premises would not be used till the works specified were
completed.

Tuberewiosis Milk.

Twenty-six samples of milk were biologically tested for the
presence of tuberele bacilli and only one of them was reported positive.

Specinl Milk.

Under the Milk (Special Designations) Order, 1923, and the
Milk & Dairies (Amendment) Act of 1922, the Loeal Authority may
issue licences for any person to sell Milk as Certified, Grade A
{Tuberculin Tested), Grade A and Pasteurised, otherwise than from
the establishment at which the milk is produced.
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Chemical and Bacteriological Examination of Food,

This is done by the County Laboratory when required. The
number of examinations made during 1932 have already been given
under the heading * Laboratory Facilities.”

Nutritron— Dissemination of knowledge.

Mainly during school inspections by talks to parents and by
leaflets. The Journal * Better Health ” is supplied to the schools by
the Local Education Authority.

Section F.—Prevalence of, and Control over,
Infectious and other Diseases.

The prevalence of the notifiable infeetious diseases was low
excepting cases of pneumonia which were more than double the number
in the previous year. The type of Scarlet Fever was mild in the
majority of cases. The inecidence of diphtheria was particularly low
and constitutes a record for the Borough.  Full details will be found
in the appended tables and under the heading ** Fever Hospital.” The
prevalence of non-notifiable infectious diseases (measles, mumps,
chicken-pox and whooping cough) was also low. According to the
weekly returns of Head Teachers, there were 37 cases of whooping
cough, 20 measles, 41 chicken pox and 16 mumps.

The use made of the facilities provided for the examination of
pathological and bacteriological specimens is shown under the heading
* Laboratory Facilities.” No use has been made of the Sehick and
Dick tests in diphtheria and scarlet fever respectively or of the artificial
methods of immunization against these diseases. No primary or
revaccinations were performed by me. There were no other diseases
except those mentioned under the heading * Fever Hospital ” which
received special attention. No cases of anthrax, epidemie jaundice,
undulent fever or psittacosis were brought to my notice  There were
52 deaths from ecancer, compared with 53 the previous year. No aetion
was taken under Circular 1136.

Dizinfection.

All premises and articles exposed to infection by scarlet fever,
diphtheria or tuberculosis are disinfected after the removal, recovery or
death of the patient and in other cases at my discretion. We have no
facilities for the cleansing of verminous persons, excepting school
children, but verminous premises are disinfected when required. The
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Infectious Disease Incidence Table for 1932.

Disease,

Mav

Small Pox

Scarlet Fever ..,

Diphtheria including
Membraneous Croup

Enteric Fever (Typhoid

and E‘ara-typhmd}

Pnenmonia

Cholera

Plague

Puerperal Fever ..,

Puerperal Pyrexia

Cerebo-Spinal Memugms

Acute Poliomyelitis

Acuate Polio-Encephalitis

Encephalitis Lethargica ... |

Typhus Fever

Relapsing Fever ...
Continued Fever ..
Dysentery

Ophthalmia Neonatorum
KErysipelas

Malaria

|
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