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4—PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES IN THE AREA.

A joint Isolation Hospital is now provided at Shepron Mallet, under the County Council
Scheme, to accommedate patients from the Borough, the Urban Districts of Wells, Shepton Mallet
Frome and Street and the Rural Districts of Frome, Shepton Mallet and Wells.

The County Council undertakes the provision of Hospital accommodation for Small Pox and
Tuberculosis.

By arrangement with the County Medical Officer a few babies soffering from nutritional
defects can be taken into Bridgwarer Hospital.

The Infant Welfare Clinic which was opened in the latter part of 1933 has now become firmly
established. It is held on the ist and 5rd Wednesdays in cach month, and is available for the use not
only of mothers and children from the Borough of Glastonbury, but also for those of certain
surrounding districes.

Dental treatment for expectant mothers at a Clinic cspecially established for the purpose is
now provided by the County Council.

The Ante-Maral and Post-Naral Clinics run in conjunction with the Infant Welfare Clinic were
superseded, as from May 1st 1938, by a comprehensive scheme for the whole County under the

authority of the County Council.

5—AMBULANCE FACILITIES.

The Glastonbury and Street Branch of the St. John Ambulance Association possess an efficient
Ambulance which is available on application being made to the Superintendent, 58, High Street,

Glastonbury.
Mo contribunion is made towards the cost or upkeep of this Ambulance by the local authority.

6—PUBLIC HEALTH OFFICERS OF THE LOCAL AUTHORITY.

These comprise one part-time Medical Officer of Health and one Sanitary Inspector (full time).

7—PROFESSIONAL NURSING IN THE HOME.

(3) General.—One trained Nurse is available. She iz supported entirely by voluntary contributions.

(k) Infectious.—Mo provision is made. Private Murses are obtained by the parient when required.

{c) Midwifery.—One qualified Midwife who is also a fully trained Murse is available for all maternity
CASEL,

5.—SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA.

Geology.—Lower Lias, Clay and Limestone in the upper and more populated parts of the
Borough and Alluvian Peat in the lower and surrounding districts.

Water Supply.—The public supply is owned by the Corporation and practically the whole
of the houses in the Borough are supplied from the Corporation Springs or Reservoirs. A few isolated
farms and six houses in the town obtain water from private wells.

The main (low level) supply is obtained from Springs at West Compton and Ringwell in the
Parish of Pilton, and also from a roin. Bore-hole at West Compron, which is fited with electrically
driven pumping plant, and which is brought into use to augment the supply during the summer months.

An open storage reservoir of §,000,000 gallons capacity is situated at Edgarley, within the
Borough, to which the Compton water above mentioned is conveyed by means of approximately 1,960
yards of gin. stoneware pipes (with special joints) laid en the contour and approximately 7.540 vards
of 7in. and gin. cast iron pressure main. The Parish of West Pennard (Wells Rural District) is
supplied in bulk en route.

The High Level supply is obtained from a Spring at Wellhouse, where there is a small storage
reservoir of 147,000 gallons capacity from which the water is pumped to the High Level Reservoir
at the top of Wellhouse Lane, which has a capacity of 100,000 gallons. -

There is also a Spring and small reservoir at Edmund Hill, which supplies a part of the Old
Wells Road and the far end of Wells Road. Another small spring and rescrvoir supplies the Cemetery
and a few houses on the Wells Road.

-Quantity.—Despite the drought a full supply of water for domestic purposes was maintained
throughout the year, but restrictions on the use of hose were imposed for a perind,

Proposcd additional supplics are under consideration, and with the knowledge of the
Ministry of Health have been referred to the highest experts for advice.




Quality.—By arrangement with the County Public Health Department samples for
Bacteriological examination are now taken quarterly by the Sanitary Inspector, and are sent to the
County Laboratory at Taunton, where the examination of any additional samples is also undertaken.

‘The main supply is hard. No lead services arc uscd, the whole being of galvanised iron.

Samples taken during 1938 gave the following results (—

SAMFLES FROM HIGH LEVEL SUFPPLY.

Date taken. Where taken. Excretal B. coli. Streptococci.
1938,
Jan. 6th. From Spring Absent from 50 c.c... .. Absent from 50 C.c.
Feb. 7th From Tap 30 to 100 per litre .. .. Absent from 50 c.C
April 26th From Reservoir  Absent from 50 c.c... .. Absent from 50 c.c.
July z2oth From Tap Absent from 5o c.c... .. Absent from 50 €.C.
Oct. 11th From Tap Absent from 5o c.c... .. Absent from 50 c.c.
SAMPLES FROM LOW LEVEL SUPPLY.
Jan. 6th Inlet to Reservoir  Absent from 50 c.c... .. MAbsent from 50 c.c.
Feb. 7Tth From Tap 30 to 100 per litre .. .. Absent from 50 c.c.
April 26th From Reservoir Abzent from 50 c.c... .. Absent from §0 C.C.
July 20th From Tap 30 to 100 per litre .. .. Absent from 50 c.c.
Aug. 18th From Tap 30 to 100 per litre .. .. Abszent from so c.c.
Sept. Tth From Tap 100 to 1,000 per litre .. Absent from 50 c.c.
Oer. 11th From Tap 30 to 100 per litre .. 30 to 100 per litre

Chlorination.—This matter was under consideration at the end of the year,

Rivers and Streams.—The owners of the two skin yards situated on the banks of the Mill
Stream have both installed semtling tanks, filters and other works for purifying their works effluents,
and I have had no complaint of pollotion since same were installed.

Drainage and Sewerage.—The whole of the Borough is sewered (with the exception of the
outlying areas), and the sewage from the upper portion of the Borough, ie., above 5t. Benedict’s
Church, gravitates by means of an inveried syphon pipe to the Sewage Disposal Works at Cradle
Bridge. The lower levels, i.c., Northload Bridge, Benedict Street (below the Church), Beckery and
Northover (including The Roman Way) drain to tanks at Northicad Bridge and Porchesiall Drove,
and the sewage from these is pumped into the syphon.

The Sewage Disposal Works comprise : Detritus Tanks in duplicate, 3 tanks on the Dortman
principle and 4 filters with revolving sprinklers. The efluent discharges into the South Drain and
is satisfactory.

Additional and Improvement Works.—The following works in accordamce with plans
prepared by Cel. W. H. Bateman, Consulting Engineer, of Bath, have been commenced —

1. The construction of storm overflows and storm overflow dreains and the re-laving of part of the
sewer in King Street and Northioad Street to overcome the flooding nuisance in King Street.

2. The installation of automatically controlled electrically driven pumping plant at Morthload Bridge

Pumping Station to overcome the smell nuisance at the back of Morthload Street.

The construction of a new storm overflow and drain to prevent flooding in Benedict Street.

Wew Sewers and Pumping Station for the new houses on the Tor View Estate.

New Sewers and Pumping Station for the Wells Road and Old Wells Road areas, which will

remedy the following unsatisfactory conditions :—

(a) Sewer in Old Wells Road at present discharging to a ditch.

(b) Nuisance from overflow from the Council's present sewage tank at Brindham.

(c) Nuisances from cesstank overflows on the Wells Road.

6. The rclaving of the sewer in Magdalene Strect.

v W

Closet Accommodation.—With the exception of a few isolated houses where there is
difficulty in arranging for drainage all closets are on the water carriage system.  There arc approximately
240 W.C.5 in the Borough which arc not fitted with flushing cisterns. All new w.c.5 are fitted with
flushing cisterns.

Refuse Collection.—This work is carried out by a Contractor under the supervision of the
Sanitary Inspector. A motor vehicle with a covered body and fitted with tipping gear is now used
for this work. Collections of refuse are now made as follows :—Thrice weekly in the congested areas,
twice weekly in the greater part of the district, once weekly in outlying areas, and once a month at
Edgarley, Haviatr and Wellhouse Lane,



All refuse collected is hauled to the tip at the Sewage Disposal Works, where it is sorted and,
as far as possible, burnt in open fires. The Council have entered into a contract with a firm of experts

for the treatment of the Tip against Rats.
Sanitary Inspection.—Se¢e Sanitary Inspector’s Report appended hereto,

Camping Sites.—Thercare no large Camping Sites in the Borough. Licences have been
granted in respect of two small sites adjacent to Guest Houses,but it is doubtful if either site is occupied

on a sufficient number of occasions in each year to warrant the necessity for a licence.
Smoke Abatement.—No factories within the Borough give out black smoke.
Swimming Baths and Pools.—There are no Public Baths in the Borough and no privately
owned baths or pools open to the public
Eradication of Bed Bugs.—No instance arose during the year.
Premises and Occupations which can be Controlled by Bye-Laws :—
Common Lopeing Houses.—One Registered.  This is regularly inspected and is always well kept.

TewTS, Vans anp SHEDS vsen For Human Hapimamion.—The model Bye-Laws have been
adopted. A number of van dwellers attend the annual * Tor Fair,” which is held in a field adjoining
the Street Road and usuvally lasts a week. Temporary latrines are erected by the lessee and the town
water supply is laid on to the field.

Other Sanitary Conditions Requiring Notice.—MNone.

Schools.—The Boys® and Girls' Elementary Schools are both provided with town water and
are htted with up-to-date lavatory accommodation with flushing cisterns, and are drained to the main

SCWCrs,

9.—HOUSING.

General Housing Conditions in the Area.—The general housing conditions in the Borough

have much improved in recent years.
Under the Council’s S$lum Clearance Programme it was estimated that there were 25 houses

which should be demolished, and as a result of action taken up to the end of 1938 this number has

already been exceeded, though the propramme has not yet been complered.
As a result of action taken during the year 45 persons were displaced from unfit houses, and

the majerity of them have been re-housed in the new Council Flars.
204 Dwellings have now been provided by the Council, viz.:.—
i o .. 138

Parlour Type Houscs o s i

MNon-Parlour Type Houses 55 o A A i G

Flats (z bedroomed) .. i i iy a o it SN
204

The population (1931 Census) was 4,514, being an increase of 189 since the 1921 Census.
Estimated Population (Mid-1938): 4.455.
Overcrowding.—The Survey made under the Housing Act, 1935, revealed 11 cases of over-

crowding in the Borough, or 1.16 per cent.
The percentage for Somerset was 1.6, and for England and Wales 3.8.

HOUSING STATISTICS OF THE YEAR.

Number of new houses erected during the year :—

(1) By Locar AUTHORITY :—
{a) With State Assistance 5 o o) 4 o P
(b) Without State Assistance .. . e i S . [+]

(z) By Oruer Bopies or PERsONS :—
{a) With State Assistance e 5 4 in i i o
{b) Without State Assistance .. e o . o M

Total 35







10.—LABORATORY WORK.
Examinations of various pathological specimens with a view to the detectoin of certain specific
diseascs are undertaken at the County Health Laboratories.
Examinations of specimens in relation to Venereal Diseases are made ar Bristol University.
Throat swabs and sputum outfits are kept by me for use in the Borough by Medical Practitionzrs.

1.—LEGISLATION IN FORCE.
Acis (Adopiive) in force in the Area.

Public Health Acts (Amendment) Act 1890: Date Adopeed.
Part 1. General as 2% - o 3 4 wil]
Part 5. Sanitary and other provisions ¢ A 5 Sl i Iﬁth Jaouacy; SRES
Infectious Disease (Prevention) Act 1890 .. ; s 2 .. 6th Januvary, 1897,
Public Health Acts (Amendment) Act 1907, Eecuun 25 nulj' 3 A .o 215t Junme; 1926,

Public Health Act, 1925 :
Part 2. Strects and Buildings X e i bl e
Part 3. Sanmitary Provisions .. 5 5i- i G o - g 215t June, 1926,
Part 4. Verminous Premises, elc. 5 .
(Including Sections 21, 22 and 44.)

MNote.—Some of the above provisions have now been repealed or re-enacted by the Public
Health Act, 1936, which came into force on October 1st, 1937, and further amendments
are contained in the Food & Drugs Act, 1938, which comes into operation on October

1st, 1939.
Bye-Laws in force in the Arca,
By Laws with respect to:— Diate Adopred.
*“ The Ci:ansing of Funtwars and Pavemenis " .. o e Ao 4ih September, 1894.
“ Muisances ™ . et S e AP 4 o e = -
* Common L ndgmg Houm 4 b i iy o =
* The Trades of a I‘c]lmung,l:r, Tnnm:r unl:l Leathcr Dr::ss:r e - Yt - .
“ The Prevention of Danger from Whul:gjgs, S\rmgs o e RS 5 Ty i
“ Good Rule and Government ™ i : e £ .. Ist August, ]E-gg
* Public Vehicles™ .. 0 - ws - " - ..2nd Ocrober, 1923.
“ Wew Streets and B‘huldmgs o e i i s e e .. 7th October, 1924.
* Slaughter-Houses * .. Fe i .. 318t July, 1928.
* Tents, Vans, Sheds, etc., usu.:-d fur Human Hab;mum vy - i .. 4th December, 1928,
“ Petrol Filling Stations" .. ..30th October, 1034.
¥ Nuisances caused by the G'pcratll:m .;.f Nmsr Wireless Loud Spe:aknrs,
Gramophones, ete.” .. g 3 e e i s . «.4th December, 1934,

12.—INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD.
Public Health (Meat]) Regulations, 1924, PARTICULARS FOR 1938,

I. Slaughter Houses.—Registered: 4. Licemsed: 2. ToTAL: &
(Length of time for which Licences are granted : OnE YEAR.)

2. Motices under Article 8§ of Regulations :—
(a) The person appointed 1o receive such Notices : Hucn W. Hemeury, Sapitary Inspector.

(b) MNumber of Slaughter-house occupiers who have given only a notice of slaughtering at
fixed times on fixed days: 3.
Number of Slaughter-house occupiers who have not given such notice, but give
notice at each time of slaughtering : 3.

3. Notices received under Article g of the Regulations: 7.
Motices of Emergency Slaughter received during year: o.







2. Defects Found.

Number of Defects. | Mumber af
Referred to m of
Particulars, _ B R et
Found. | Remedied. Inspector, | instituted.
(1) @ | @ | @ | @
Want of Cleanliness or Whirteliming (Scc. 1) 2 I 2
Overcrowding (5. 2) .. -5 T o a
Unreasonable temperature (5. 3) o o |
Inadequate ventilation (S. 4) o | o
Ineffective drainage of floors (5. 6) o | o
Sanitary Conveniences (5. 7):— | |
Insufficient I o —
Whitcliming or ll:ll:ansmg Ru:qu.trm.l 10 5 -
Unsuitable or Defective 5 11 2z —
Artificial Lighting Required 4 z =
Mot Separate for Sexes o 0 —_
Communicating directly with Wnrkmcrm 3 1 —
Mot Readily Accessible 4 o —_
Other Ofences . (] (]
(Mot including offences rﬂnu.ng o Hcm: Wu.rk or {
offences under the Sections mentioned in the '
Schedule to the Ministry of Health (Factorics
and Workshops Transfer of Powers) Order,
1921, and re-enacted in the Third Schedule to |
the Factories Act, 1937).
Toral 45 12 = Nil

* The above inspections were made during OctoberDecember, and all matters requiring attention
have been communicated o the occupiers concerned. Some were remedied by the end of
the year, and further inspections will be made with a view to statutory noiices being served
where matters have not been attended to within a reasonable time.

Outworkers.—Eight firms or contractors in the Borough employ a total of 207 ourworkers,

many of whom are resident in the districts of other Local Authorities.

14—NOTIFIABLE DISEASES (OTHER THAN TUBERCULOSIS)

Diseases.

Taotal Cases
Notified.

Cases admurted Total
to Isolation Hospital. Deaths.

Small Pox ..

Scarlet Fever

Diphtheria :

Enteric Fever {m:lu:lmg Para-typhmd]

Puerperal Pyrexia .. 4 i

Ophthalmia Neonatorum. .

Cerebro-spinal Meningitis

Dysentery .. . - -4 2

Malaria = Eo Eie = &

Poeumonia ;

Acute P‘uhﬂmi’ﬂllllﬁ

Encephalitis Lethargica 3

Other discases notifiable Tocally :
Erysipelas

004 00 a0 =00uwmao
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SANITARY INSPECTOR'S REPORT.

To Dr. T. H. A. PINNIGER, M.B., Mepicar. Orricer oF HEALTH, GLASTONBURY

Sir,—Herewith I beg to hand you a summary of my visits and inspections and of sanitary work
done during the year ended 31st December, 1938.

Iam pleased to report that in most cases matters were remedied as a result of infermal action.

Bakehouses.—These are regularly inspected to ensure that whiteliming, ctc., is carried
out at the prescribed times.

Drainage.—The drains at Wo. 6, Market Place and at the * George Tap ™ in Northload Street
were found to be connected to old stone drains, and in both instances new drains have been laid and
connected to the main sewers.

A defective section of sewer off Chilkwell Street has been re-laid, and defective drains have
been repaired or partially renewed at 13 other premises.

Factories Act.—Lists of Qutworkers are forwarded to me twice a year by employers, and the
names and addresses of Outworkers resident in other districts are extracted and communicated to
the Sanitary Inspectors concerned.

Housing Aect, 1936 (Parts IL. and IIL).—Four of the houses on which Demolition Orders
were made were demolished during the year. The remainder were vacated, but demolition had not
been commenced at the end of the year.

An undertaking was accepted from the owner of No. 294, Northload Street not to let the house
for human habitation and this house was eventually demolished.

No. 48¢, Benedict Street in respect of which notice was served requiring repairs, was demolished
voluntarily by the owner under an improvement scheme under the Housing (Rural Workers) Acts.

Nine unfit houses in the two * Clearance Arcas " were demolished durnng the year.

(Part IV.}—The provisions of the Act regarding Overcrowding have been advertised, and a
further number of houses have been measured and the necessary certificates supplied o Landlords
for the purpose of entry of the * permitted number ™ in Rent Books.

One new case of overcrowding was reported during the year, which was due o increase in
family since the survey of 1036.

Housing (Rural Workers) Acts.—Details of grants available toward the cost of re-conditioning
cottages have been made known, and several properties were inspected during the year in company
with the County Sanitary Inspector as to the feasibility of owners' proposals.

Plans for a scheme at 46, 484, 488, 48c, 480 and 48&, Benedict Street (known as Edwards® Square),
which provided for the conversion of the three houses fronting to Benedict Street into two houses
and the demolition of all the houses at the rear (including two on which Demolition Orders had been
made), were approved and a grant of £200 was authorised by the County Council, and work has
been commenced.

Flans for the conversion of an outbuilding into a cottage at Edgarley were also approved and
a grant authorised, but the scheme was not proceeded with.

Infections Diseases.—Inquiries and inspections are made in connection with the notification
of cases of Infectious Disease with a view to ascertaining the possible source of infection. Any sanitary
defects found during such inspections have been remedied.

Disinfection of premises is carried out after all cases of Scarlet Fever and Diphtheria by
fumigation with Formalin and or spraying with * Izal,” and disinfectant is supplied to the householder.
Disinfection is also carried out after cases of Tuberculosis when requested by the County Health
visitor.

Milk Supply.—Many of the Cowstalls in the Borough have been improved in recent years
by the provision of concrete floors, etc., and eleven new Cowstalls, constructed on up-to-date lines,
have been erected.

Two producers hold * Tuberculin Tested * Licences and six hold * Accredited ™ Licences,
and other applications are pending.

Health of Cows.—At the request of the County Medical Officer of Health samples of milk
were collected from three herds during the year for examination for Tubercle Bacilli, all of which
were found to be satisfactory. (Mumber of Cows involved : 104.)

Designated Milks.—Samples of “ Tuberculin Tested,” * Accredited " and * Pasteurised "
Milk have been taken on behalf of the County Council. These samples are forwarded to the County
Laboratory for examination and the results are appended.










