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Pravanis Prevalence of Disease. —The Birth-rate has risen this year to rather above
the average for the last ten years, being 23.40, the average 23.27, which is the
same as the Urban District average. The Death-rate for the wyear, 13.69,
compares favourably with that of last year, 14.19; it is slightly lower than
that of the Urban Districts for the same period, which is 13.7, and lower than the
rate for England and Wales, which is 14.5. The decrease would have been
considerably lower had not the town been visited by an epidemic of measles
and whooping-cough during the last quarter, which accounted for seven deaths,

The first quarter of the year was unhealthy; influenza was epidemie, and
many caszes of diseases of the respiratory organs oceurred, several deaths being
due to these diseases. Three cases of scarlet-fever were notified; they were all
at once removed to the Isolation Hospital, and there was no spread of the disease.

During the second quarter diseases of the respiratory organs were frequent
and accounted for five deaths. The only fatal case of phthisis occurred during
this period. The third quarter was healthy, and calls for no special comment.

The fourth gquarter was marked by an outbreak of measles, complicated in
many cases with whooping-cough. The disease was of a serious type, seven
cases ending fatally, these being the only deaths from zymotic disease, and give
a zymotic death-rate of 1.74. The outbreak began in St. John's Infant
Department, and spread rapidly among the children. After consultation with
the County Medical Officer of Health the department was closed for a period
of three weeks, which was further prolonged to five weeks. In December the
children at St. Benedict’s Schools became infected: an order was given to
close the schools for five weeks. -

One Poor-law case of phthisis has been notified; a card of advice and
precaution on the disease was supplied to the patient. In the case that
terminated fatally, and in cases when tuberculous patients have changed
residences the rooms occupied have been sprayed and disinfected by the Sanitary

Inspector.

I understand that what is known as the Tuberculin treatment has been tried
in several cases of tuberculosis in the town. It will be interesting to know the
result of this trial, say at the end of the present year, to see how many of the
cases have derived benefit from the treatment.

The death-rate among children under one year is low and compares favourably
with the last ten years’' average of 05.28.

Isolation Hospital Isolation Hospital.—This institution has proved most useful in uut.l;i;nﬁ
short three outbreaks of scarlet-fever which appeared at different periods o
the first quarter and at different parts of the town. In each case the patient was
immediately removed to the Hospital, and there was no further spread. The
use of half the Hospital was granted to the Territorial forces whilst manweuvreing
round the district, but no cases of infectious disease were admitted.

A Threshes disinfector is in use at the Hospital. Disinfection of infected
premises is carried on by the Sanitary Inspector by means of spraying and
fumigation with formalin, Izal, and sulphur-dioxide.

Housing of the Housing of the Working-Classes.—The following districts were inspected—
Working-Ulesses.  Bonedict Street (including Park Cottages, Grope Lane, and Benedict’s Buildings),
Magdalene Street, the Armoury, Silver Street, Somers Square, Victoria Buildings,
Chilkwell Street, part of the Wells Road, and Bove Town (including Summerhouse

Orchard and Coombe Terrace).

With the Sanitary Inspector, I examined nearly the whole of the 186 houses
visited. Eight were empty, one unfit for human habitation. We made careful
inspection of the sanitary offices, back-yards, drains, and water supply, noting
any structural defects and the number of occupants. We found defects in 25
cases, and one case of overcrowding. Verbal or written notices were served on
either the owners or occupiers to abate; in the majority of cases these were
complied with.









