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Dirainage and
Sewernyge,

Provalence of
Diseasa,

Drainage and Sewerage,

The connecting up of the drainage of several new houses to the main sewer;
the repairing of numerous broken and faulty house-drains; the repairing, providing
new, and laying on water to many existing w.e.’s constitutes the work done
during the year under the head of drainage.

The Council have during the year completed the purchase of Cradle Bridge
Farm.

With the coming year they will have before them a scheme for the disposal
of the Town sewage on a scientific basis. The new svstem will include the
collecting of sewage from parts of the town which hitherto have been, owing
to various circumstances, unable to be connected up to the main sewer, The
conveying of practically the whole of the sewage to Cradle Bridge, where it
will undergo treatment which must abate several nuisances at present, and
more especially in the past, in existence, such as the fouling of the Mill-stream,
the escape of partially purified effluent into the Brue drainage scheme, and
the wafts of sewage-laden effluvium which comes across the town when the
wind is blowing from the direction of Cradle Bridge Farm.

The scheme must of necessity be costly, but it will be money well spent.
Next to a good water supply the effective drainage and the scientific disposal
of the sewage of the town is the most important work a Sanitary Authority
can undertake, as the health and well-being of the community is absolutely
dependent on it. Future generations must reap the benefit of your wisdom
and forethought, and that seems to me to be the principle on which every
Sanitary Authority ought to work.

Scavenging.

This work has been effectually carried out. The removal of the Town
refuse to the yard at Cradle Bridge, where it is for the most part destroyed
by fire, does away with the nuisance complained of by passers-by when the

. yard was close to the Meare Road. During the summer months the street

gullies and surface - water drains were kept well flushed and disinfected. The
nuisance created by the dust from motor-cars has been considerably abated
over the parts of the main roads treated with ** dust-laying " material. I hope
the Council may see their way to extending these experiments. There is no
doubt the enormous quantity of dust raised by motors must be the means of
making the atmosphere very unhealthy, and of spreading disease.

Prevalence of Disease,

As shown in my quarterly reports, the health of the town has been good
during the year. Influenza was prevalent during February, and caused one
death—that of a person verging on 100 years. Some few cases of chicken-pox,
whooping-cough, and mumps occurred during the first half-year.

Secarlet-fever broke out in August: the five cases were immediately isolated,
and hopes were entertained that the disease was stamped out; a fresh outbreak,
however, took place in October, and 13 cases were notified between then and
the end of the year. An epidemic of German measles showed itself concurrently
with the cases of scarlet-fever—a circumstance which, in many cases, made it
most difficult to differentiate between the diseases. Fortunately the cases
sent to the Isolation Hospital all turned out to be genuine scarlet-fever. Most
of the scarlet-fever cases were of a mild type; only three gave any cause for
anxiety.












Dairles, Cowsheds,  Dairies, Cowsheds, and Milkshops.
Sixteen on Register; two added; three given up; twenty-nine inspections.
Found fairly clean, more attention to white-washing and the removal of heaps
of manure would make the milk supply less susceptible of contamination.
The milk supply of the town and the revision of the register of sellers and
cow-keepers is a matter the Council should take in hand. 1 made a somewhat
similar suggestion in my last Annual Report, but it was not considered.

Hhﬂi’]’ikl-hnﬂ!ﬂ_ Sfﬂﬂgﬂfef-ﬁﬂuﬁ'fs. e
Six on register. One meat-shop. Twenty-two inspections. Verbal notices
as to more efficient cleansing, the white-washing of walls, the repairs to floors,
and the removal of offal, were given, and as a rule complied with shortly.
There was a prosecution and conviction; the case is mentioned in the Sanitary
Inspector’s Report. The continuation of these nuisances is a disgrace to the

town, and should be remedied by their abolition and the substitution of a
public abattoir. ;

Bake-housea. Bake=houses.

Beven; fourteen inspections. These are as a whole kept clean. Notices
as to white-washing and the repair of minor defects have been complied with.

- e i Public Elementary Schools.

These have been kept constantly under supervision. The offices and
lobbies have been cleansed and disinfected at the close of each school term, and
are kept in a more wholesome condition than they were some few years ago.
8. Benedict's Schools were fumigated and sprayed during last term on account
of some cases of Scarlet-fever among the children, and prior to the Town Couneil
election. This outbreak of Scarlet-fever, combined with an epidemic of German
Measles, considerably affected the attendance at this school.

A certain number of children have been examined by the School Medical
Officer; up to this date his report has not been received. From personal
experience gained by numerous examinations in past years, I know how
of the children suffer from physical defects. How many of these defects
be remedied and the children made healthy and able to learn will doubtless by
included in the Medical Officer’s Report. Suggestions as to treatment, ete.
will also be made, which the School Attendance Committee will have to deﬂi
with, being authorised to do =0 by the County Education Committee.

%m and Factory and Workshop Act.

op Act,

4 Twenty-six workshops on the register. Thirty-one inspections. The few
defects found were remedied on serving written notices. I have only received
four lists of ount-workers, from three employers. It seems almost a farce to
register these when numerous others have not been sent in.

Common Lodging ‘Common Lodging House,

S I have paid two visits with the Sanitary Inspector. Some defects found in
the drains and offices were immediately remedied. The bedrooms and beds
were very clean and tidy.

Byo Laws, B,l-"f Laws.
SBame in force as last year; their contemplated revision will be having
attention.

I cannot close my report without thanking the Sanitary Inspector for the
kind and valuable help he has given me. Appended are the six tables of
statistics,

I remain, Gentlemen,
Your obedient servant,
A. ALEX. BLAKISTON,

Medical Officer of Health.
Glastonbury, January 18th, 1909,
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