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Proevalenes of
Dhzanse.

Prevalence of Disease.—Alter a period of fifteen years (fifty-five cases noti-
fied in 1890), a prolonged epidemic of Secarlet Fever visited the town. Appear-
ing towards the end of January, the disease soon assumed an epidemic
character, spreading rapidly among the children at 8. Benedict's Schools,
and after a time finding its way to 5. John's Schools, and then attacking
a private school in the town. The epidemie, eontinuing until July, apparently
wore itself out ; but a recrudescence occurred again at 8. John's Schools
in September, and coutinued until the end of the year. A few cases kept
eropping up at intervals of about a fortnight, only one case occcurring ut
5. Benediet's Schools, and that m December. 1t s somewhat difficult to fix
the actual cause of the outbreak. At any rate, towards the end of January
three children attending 5. Benediet's Schools were found disquamating, and,
although they were immediately sent home, in all probability eommunicated
the disease to others in the school. These three childven may have con-
tracted the disease from outside the borough, as several cases oecurred in
districts around and communication was constantly kept up between the
various distriets and this town. In the begining of Felruary a lad from
another district was found in the town in a state of disquamation. The
fact was reported to the Couneil, who ordered a prosecution, and a con-
vietion, with fine, was obtained. The disease, as a rule, was of a very
mild type, and owing to this fact 1 feel sure many eases went unrmgui,na:l
and were a means of spreading infection. Some few cases assumed a more
virulent type, and ol these three died in the Isolation Hospital, being the
first fatal cases of any disease in this institution sinee its opening seven
years ago. Isolation was carried out as far as possible in the cases treated
at home, but in many cases this was quite a farce, as the infected person
was often allowed fo run about the house and premises and mix with other
children. Mothers, too, were most careless and eallous about isolating them-
selves, but wandered about to other houses; in this way the epidemic was
kept alive. Unfortunately, although 1 knew this was going on, I was unable,
through want of sufficient evidence, to bring any of these offenders to justiee.
The law with regard to the prosecution of those who have the care and nursing
of infeetious cases seems to me to be very ambiguous. Until some altera-
tion is made, little can be done to prevent unscrupulous women from mixing
with their neighbours, and so helping to spread the disesse.  Disinfection
was carmed out at every house where there was an outbreak ; but even
this precoution was in many cases of little use, on account of the carelessness
mentioned above. Four cases of Erysipelas were notified. A number of cases
of Measles occurred during the first quarter of the year. An outburst of
Influenza occurred during the spring and autumn, aecounting for one death .
during the former period.  There were four deaths from Cancer and three
from Phthisis registered. A case of Phthisis, the first from this town, was
sent to the Winsley Sanatorium. The patient has only been there a month,
ao that the result of the treatment will not be known for some time. At
the end of May a serious outhreak of Small-pox took place among navvies
working on the new line at Charlton.  Considerable anxiety was felt lest
the Infection should spread to this town Precautions, such as re-vaccination
and those mentioned in the Inspector’s report, were at once taken; fortunately
no case occurred. The deaths from Searlet Fever give a Zymotic rate of















