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Scavenging.— The work of scavenging as carried out by the Corporation
workmen s satisfactory. 1 should like to call the attention of those who put.'
out their refuse for eollection in the streets, how much more eatisfactory it
would be if they used covered receptacles. The contents of boxes and pails
that are generally used are often blown about the streets by the wind or
scattered about by children and dogs. The refuse is satisfactorily disposed of
by cremation in the yard along the Meare road.

Prevalence of Disease.—The year on the whole has been a healthy one
anid free from any great amount of sickness. The death-rate is higher than
in 1902—1444 as compared with 12.6; but by taking an average of ten
vears the inerease is very slight — only 14'44 as compared with 14-43. Then
again the rate is lower as compared with the ten years' average of the 22
Urban  distriets in the county, as 14'43 is to 16, the County rate. The
birth-rate, on the the other hand, has increased over that of 1902, being 2639,
as compared with 2241, and is also above the average county rate of 25°6.
The mfantile death-rate is decidedly high, being 8 above the last ten years'
average and 10 above that of the county average. A zymotic deatb-rate of
122 has to be recorded, due to two deaths from Whooping-cough and one
each from Measles, Diphtheria, and Diarrheea, Seattered about in various parts
of the town, occurring during irregular intervals and without any traceable
ecanse of its :J-r'igitl, B ecases of E:l'iphthl-!ria were notified, In two doubtful cases
swabs from the throat were sent to the Clinical Research Association for
examination, and in both the *specific organism”™ was pronounced to be present.
\\'IL:H:]JiILg-Emlgh and Measles were present during the first quarter, and the
former disease broke out again in November. An outbreak of Bearlet Fever
appeared in June, and as nearly all the cases oeccurred in 5t. John's Infant
Schools the Couneil ordered their closure. 17 cases were removed to the
Isolation Hospital.

Isolation Hospital.—This institution has again proved a great boon in the
prevention of the spread of Bearlet-fever. In June two cases of Small-pox
were admitted from Street, which put a stop to the admittance of any other
infectious digsease from this distriet. Thie was an unfortunate oceurrence, as,
soon after the cases were admitted, Secarlet-fever appeared in the Borough.
A resolution was passed at both Councils that for the future the Hospital
Committee were not to admit cases of Small-pox. This instruction has been
embodied in a new set of rules which have recently been drawn up. During
the year a Threshe’s Disinfector has been provided, and proved very useful.
The cesspool has been provided with an overflow, which carries the effluent
across the road to a field, where it 8 treated by sub-irrigation. The Hospital
premises are now being enclosed by a corrugated-iron fence. Tenders will
shortly be invited for the building of a ““discharge block,” to contain undressing-
room, bath-room, and discharge dressing-room.

Dairies and Cowsheds.—21 inspections. 8 of the registered owners have
given up selling. 1 new name has been placed on the register. The
remainder I find in the same eondition from year to year. The premises and
utensils, are, as a rule, kept fairly clean, but more attention to white-liming,
and especially to the removal of accumulation of manure, would tend to lessen
the chances of contamination of this most important artiele of diet. The newly
registered premises are unsatisfactory ; 1 shall have to report on their conditon
at a future date,




Slaughter-houses,—15 inspections. Two of the premises have been given
up. An application for a license was made, but refused on account of the
unsuitable eondition of the premises. There now remain 7 licensed premises in
occupation, which, in my opinion, are 7 too many. The more I see of these
filthy blots jotted down, between houses, in the most populous parts of the
town, the more convineed I feel that before long measures ought to be taken
for their removal, and a publie slaughter-house erected, where absolute eleanliness
would be enforced, and where systematic inspection of meat killed wounld be
possible. The general condition of the slaughter-houses are such as I usually
find ; sometimes they are fairly clean, at others great earelessness is shown as
to ecleanliness, the removal of offal, and efficient white-liming.

Bake-houses.—14 mspections. As a rule they are kept clean and well
looked after.

Common Lodging-house.—Inspected, and found very clean. The sanitary
offices are in a satisfactory condition,

Housing of the Working Classes.—In company with the Inspector of
Nuiganees I have made a systematic inspection of the following distriets: The
Wall, Northload Bridge, Landmead, parts of Northload Street (ineluding Hunts
and Marchants Buildings), The Men's and Women's Almshouses, part of
Magdalene BStreet, Hill Head, and Bere Lane. 8 of the houses were empty.
We made careful inspection of the sanitary surroundings of each house, and,
when necessary, gave orders for the removal of nuisances and repairs to drains,
w.-c.8, ete. In nearly every case these orders were complied with. Five of the
houses were over-crowded. It is most diffieult to deal with these cases, as the
occupiers are very poor, and ecannot, with the small wages earned, afford to
rent a larger house. Houses with more sleeping accommodation and at a small
rent are badly needed. Of the B houses which are empty, 5 are so dilapidated
a8 to be unfit for human oceupation, and were the subjeet of a report I made
to you during the year, but of which no notice has as yet been taken. New
washout w.-c.s, with ﬂuﬂhiug ciaterns, have been substituted at the Men's
Almshouses for the unsanitary system formerly in use.

Bye=Laws.—A complete code in force.

Elementary Schools,—Frequent visits have been paid to the schools,
especially during the outbreaks of scarlet-fever, measles, and whooping-cough.
The Managers will, before long, have to substitute some more sanitary form
of w.c., ete., for the antiquated system now in use at St. Denediet’s Schools,

Factory and Workshops Act, 1901. been given up
and three added to the list, making a total of 29. These have been regularly
inspected during the year, and, with one exception, the varions nuisances found
and repairs required were readily rectified on notice being given. The one
exception was a case of overcrowding in a dressmaker’s workroom, and which
was not abated after repeated warnings. The Council ordered a prosecution,
and a conviction, with fine, was obtained. The Iuspector of Nuisances’ report
is annexed, and to him I give my best thanks for the help afforded me during
the year,

I remain, Gentlemen,

Your obedient servant,
A, ALEX. BLAKISTON,
Glastonbury, 15th January, 1904, Medical Officer of Health.
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